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In Hebrews 10:19-25 we find strong encouragement not
to give up meeting together as we function within the
churches of God, particularly as we worship God at the
Breaking of the Bread.

Personal motivation
A church-goer wrote a letter to the editor of a newspaper,
complaining that it made no sense to ‘go to church’ every
Sunday. “I’ve gone for 30 years now,” he wrote, “and in
that time I have heard something like 3,000 sermons.
But, for the life of me, I can’t remember a single one of
them. So, I think I’m wasting my time and the pastors are
wasting theirs by giving sermons at all.” This started a
real controversy in the ‘Letters to the Editor’ column,
much to the delight of the editor. It went on for weeks
until someone wrote this clincher: “I’ve been married for
30 years now. In that time my wife has cooked some
32,000 meals. But, for the life of me, I cannot recall the
entire menu for a single one of those meals. But I do
know this: they all nourished me and gave me the strength
I needed to do my work. If my wife had not given me
these meals, I would be physically dead today. Likewise,
if I had not gone to church for nourishment …”

Principled beliefs
In Exodus 3:12 it is said that the Hebrew people were
being brought out of Egypt to worship God on the
mountain where Moses later received the Ten
Commandments. It was God’s desire to be worshipped at
that time, and it still is today.1 Exodus 19 brings out four
points that God desired for His people back then and still
does today. They were presented to the Israelites and
agreed upon through Moses, who made at least seven
trips up the mountain as he relayed messages from God.
They were:

1. To obey.2 We must be obedient and worship God the
way He desires.

2. To hear and listen.3 Today we still need to hear the
Word of God.

3. To consecrate themselves with clean hearts.4 We need
first to have ourselves made clean by the blood of Christ,

and to return to it as the ground of our cleansing from
confessed sin day by day.5

4. To respect God’s boundaries.6 A similar thing applies
today, and calls for our respect. God sets boundaries for
those who break bread in churches of God. Reading
through the New Testament will not show any example of
an unbaptized believer breaking bread, for example.
Consecutive steps are listed in Acts 2:41, from which we
note that only those who have been saved, baptized and
added can break bread as part of a worshipping house for
God.7   1234

Preferring God’s way
The story of King David and the prophet Nathan shows
David’s desire to do something for the Lord in his own
way.8 Through this mistake, we learn that we shouldn’t
decide to worship in our own way. God has laid out in the
Bible the exact way He wants His people to meet with
Him and worship. David didn’t get upset when Nathan
shared the news from God to him. We should act the
same and do as God wants. David desired to be in God’s
house.9 He reflected upon everything God had done for
him in his life and wanted to give something back in
return to the Lord. If we reflect on what Jesus did for us at
Calvary then we, too, should be a people who want to
give back to Him.

Priority action
Finally, let’s recall Anna10 the prophetess who lived and
prayed in the temple. We could ask why she would want
to be there. The reason must have been because God was
there, and so it became her priority to be there also. We
should have the same desire and take the opportunity to
be with Him on the Lord’s Day and when assembling
together for the church prayers. Putting God first is
important, as perhaps seen in the US President who
refused to be sworn in on a Lord’s Day. General Zachary
Taylor refused to take the constitutional oath of
presidential office on Sunday March 4,1849. It is
debatable whether this was due to personal conviction or
to his being afraid of what Christians would think. Either
way, the point remains that either for himself, or for
others, Sunday was regarded as not being the appropriate
day for him to become president. Christians were
respected as wanting to put God first, and that is as it
should be.

Therefore, let us be sure that we are not forsaking our
own assembling together, as is the habit of some, but
encouraging one another.11

References: (1) Ex. 7:16; John 4:23 (2) Ex. 19:3-6  (3) Ex. 19:9
(4) Ex. 19:10-11, 14-15  (5)  1 John 1:7  (6) Ex. 19:12-13  (7) 1
Pet. 2:5; Heb. 3:6  (8) 1 Chron. 17  (9) Ps. 27:4, 26:8  (10) Luke
2:36-38  (11) Heb. 10:25 Bible quotations from NASB

We must keep meeting like this
Kevin Beal, Brantford, Canada
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Are you the firstborn in your family?  Unless you are a
member of a royal family, this probably doesn’t have as
much significance for you as it did for the Israelites. As in
most societies in the ancient Middle East, it was not
abnormal in Israel for a man to have more than one wife.
This meant that each wife’s firstborn son was not
necessarily the firstborn son in the family. We need to
distinguish between the father’s firstborn and the firstborn
of each woman.

The father’s firstborn, by the wife who first provided a
son, inherited the father’s authority over the family.
Genesis 49:3 shows the ideas that were attached to the
firstborn. Jacob calls Reuben

“my firstborn,
my might, and the firstfruits of my strength,
preeminent in dignity and preeminent in power.”

He represented the energy and virility of the young father.
Alongside this dominant position in the family, he would
receive a double share in the inheritance. With His usual
eye for the underdog, God later insisted in His law that
this was to apply without favouritism. A man was not to
by-pass the son of the first wife in favour of the second
wife’s son, even if he loved his second wife more, as
Jacob had done.1 The firstborn had to be respected.

Jacob knew all about schemes to escape the law of the
firstborn. Although he was a twin, his brother, Esau, had
the birthright since he appeared first. Jacob came out of
the womb clutching Esau’s heel and his early life seems
to have been full of attempts to grasp at Esau’s position in
the family! As a wild young man, Esau failed to value his
birthright and sold it to Jacob for one single meal when
hungry after a hunting expedition.2 Their spiritual giant of
a father, Isaac, had not only an inheritance to give to the
firstborn, however, but also a blessing. Jacob disguised
himself as his brother, fooling his blind father, and fell
heir to this as well. Whilst we may not approve of Jacob’s
tactics, we are warned not to be like Esau, who despised
his birthright. We should appreciate any privileges God
has given us and not trade them for anything.

And what about Jacob’s own firstborn? He too lost his
birthright as a result of sin. Reuben slept with Jacob’s
concubine (a kind of unofficial wife with lesser status)
and his father disinherited him in favour of Joseph, as 1
Chronicles 5:1 explains. In this way Jacob, who lived
before the Law was given, was enabled to pass the role of
the firstborn to the son of his favourite wife, Rachel, after
all. Joseph, however, spiritually strong and obedient,
seems to have had the character of the firstborn and to

have deserved the role.  The descendants of Joseph, the
tribes of Manasseh and Ephraim, also took this prominent
position in the early days of Israel’s history.  Moses even
calls them:

“A firstborn bull – he has majesty,
and his horns are the horns of a wild ox;
with them he shall gore the peoples,
all of them, to the ends of the earth;
they are the ten thousands of Ephraim,
and they are the thousands of Manasseh.”3

The numbers here remind us that, even in his last days,
Jacob seems unable to deal with the matter of the firstborn
in a straightforward way. Manasseh, not Ephraim, was
Joseph’s firstborn. When it came time to bless these
grandchildren, whom he regarded as his own sons, Jacob
placed his right hand on the head of Ephraim and
prophesied that he would be the greater of these two great
men. All of this seems to illustrate God’s sovereignty and
His ability to bring us blessing, even despite the situation
we might find ourselves in at birth.

Jacob’s pride in Reuben, and then in his treatment of
Joseph as his firstborn, gives a beautiful picture of how
God felt about the people of Israel as a whole. When He
commanded Pharaoh to release the Israelites from their
slavery in Egypt, He said, ‘Israel is my firstborn son’.4 It
was Pharaoh’s failure to let God’s ‘firstborn’ go, that led
to the destruction of the literal firstborn of the Egyptians.
The Law promised that Israel would have the pre-eminent
position appropriate to the firstborn “high above all the
nations of the earth”5 if they obeyed God’s
commandments. How amazing it is that God’s people
should be so close to His heart that He can describe them
this way.

Quite apart from the status in the family of the father’s
firstborn son, there was a law that applied to the
firstborn son of each mother. The firstborn belonged in
a special way to God, who said at the time of the Exodus:

“Consecrate to me all the firstborn. Whatever is the
first to open the womb among the people of Israel,
both of man and of beast, is mine.”6

This is initially presented as a reminder of what the Lord
had done to the firstborn in Egypt in rescuing the
Israelites.7 The precious blood of the Passover lamb in
each household had been shed to rescue the Israelite
firstborn from the destroying angel. Therefore, they
belonged to God in a special way.

Firstborn

What was the firstborn?
Karl Smith, Kirkintilloch, Scotland
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On another level, this seems to be an expression of
gratitude to God for the gift of fertility, consistent with
the offering of the firstfruits of the crop to God:

“You shall not delay to offer from the fullness of your
harvest and from the outflow of your presses. The
firstborn of your sons you shall give to me.”8

This was a very ancient practice. Even Abel brought of
the firstborn of his flock.9 Everything we have comes
from God and we must acknowledge that He has the first
right to it for His own use. Therefore, the firstborn animal
from each womb was presented to God as a sacrifice,
provided that it was a clean male animal. Unclean
animals, however, could not be sacrificed and these could
be bought back (that is ‘redeemed’) for five shekels of
silver.10

There was no question of sacrificing the human firstborn
on the altar. Kings of the neighbouring nations had
sacrificed their firstborn sons in seeking the favour of
their terrible gods, as the king of Moab did in 2 Kings
3:27.11 This was not the thought here at all, however.
Rather the firstborn was consecrated to God. They were
presented at the temple and ceremonially redeemed with a
price in silver, but they would still be regarded as
consecrated to God to live for Him.

Initially the consecrated firstborn sons of each family
were to have been the assistants to the priests. When the
Levites demonstrated their loyalty to God at the time
when the people had turned to the golden calf, God said
that the people could ‘buy back’ their firstborn from Him
by paying the Levites over to Him instead.12 There were
273 more firstborn than Levites, however, and the
redemption price of five shekels for each remaining
firstborn had to be paid before they could be released to
normal life.13 Thus, the firstborn came to be associated
with redemption. The firstborn Israelite at the Passover
was redeemed by the blood of the lamb. Then they had
been redeemed by the price in silver and by the
substitution of the Levites.

Different again from the order of birth in the family,
however, God could make the man of His choice
firstborn in rank. Whilst the role of firstborn passed
from Reuben to Joseph, 1 Chronicles 5:2 adds that the
kings descended from a different son of Jacob again,
namely Judah. The first king from this line was David,
who was also not the literal firstborn. Nevertheless, God
promised to make him

“the firstborn,
the highest of the kings of the earth.”14

This seems the most important meaning of firstborn when
discussing the Messiah.

The writer to the Hebrews describes the Lord Jesus as ‘the
firstborn’:

And again, when he brings the firstborn into the world, he
says,

“Let all God’s angels worship him.”15

He is David’s son or descendant, but also God’s only
begotten Son.16 This phrase does not imply that the Father
existed before the Son or that He needed any other being
to beget Him. Rather, it emphasizes that His relationship
to the Father is eternal and unique. Because we are in
Him, God can view us with the Father’s love for the
firstborn Son, in an even deeper sense than He could with
Israel.

Whilst He was God’s firstborn, the Lord Jesus was also
firstborn to Mary, who gave birth to her firstborn son.17

She later had other children with Joseph. By law, she
would have been required to present her male firstborn at
the temple. This is what she and Joseph were doing there
when Simeon met them, along with the sacrifice that was
needed for the purification after childbirth.18 Simeon,
however, had the insight to recognise that, rather than
requiring redemption, this firstborn would be the one to
redeem us. He was God’s ‘salvation’ for Jew and Gentile,
but it would come at the price of great suffering, seeing
which a sword would pierce Mary’s own soul.19  There
were those who were waiting for the redemption of
Jerusalem.20 In God’s firstborn, as to His divinity, in
Mary’s firstborn, as to His humanity, it had arrived.

References:

(1) Deut. 21:15-17  (2) Gen. 25:34  (3) Deut. 33:17
(4) Ex. 4:22  (5) Deut. 28:1  (6) Ex. 13:2  (7) Ex. 13:15
(8) Ex. 22:29  (9) Gen. 4:4  (10) Num. 18:15-17  (11) see
also 2 Kings 16:3  (12) Num. 8:18  (13) Num. 3:46-47
(14) Ps. 89:27  (15) Heb. 1:6  (16) John 3:16 NKJV
(17) Luke 2:7  (18) Luke 2:22-24  (19) Luke 2:29-35
(20) Luke 2:38

Bible quotations form ESV unless stated otherwise
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I lift up my eyes to the hills…
My help comes from the LORD,
the Maker of heaven and earth.1

Weary pilgrims journeying up to the temple in Jerusalem
doubtless drew rich spiritual encouragement from these
Songs of Ascents2 as they gazed up towards their goal.
Yet ‘high points’ were to be both a blessing and a bane
for Israel. On the one hand, Mount Moriah – God’s holy
mountain3; on the other, successive kings failing to
eliminate rival centres of sacrifice and worship on every
high hill.4

Abraham’s ascent
What made Mount Moriah special was not its elevation –
when Abraham first looked up to the hills, the ‘mountain’
was probably no higher than 2,400 feet, easily overlooked
by nearby heights.5 The difference was that God Himself
appointed both the place – the region of Moriah – and the
purpose: “your son, your only son, … Isaac … Sacrifice
him there … on a mountain I will show you.”6 We are
drawn inexorably into the detail of the Genesis account –
the increasing tension as they take everything necessary
for the sacrifice; Abraham’s faithful determination
expressed in the threefold ‘I/we will’ “go over there …
worship … and then we will come back to you”,7 fully
believing that God would be able to salvage the situation;8

the poignancy of father and son walking together, of
Isaac’s curiosity about the absence of the lamb, of his
submission to his aged father’s will; the father’s actions
presented almost in slow motion as he prepares the
sacrifice; and the dramatic conclusion. Our minds,
understanding something of Abraham’s anguish and
transfixed by the horror of impending tragedy, are flooded
with relief – a substitute is found!

On a human level, it is masterly narration. For the
Christian, comparison and contrast between Isaac’s near
sacrifice and the actual sacrifice of the Son of God
provide rich insight into the wonders of divine love and
grace. Isaac was the unique son of divine promise,9
whereas the Son whom he foreshadowed – the only
begotten of the Father10 was not to be spared through the
provision of a substitutionary sacrifice, but was delivered
… up for us all.11 God’s provision greatly impressed
Abraham – he named the mountain Jehovah-Jireh – ‘the
Lord will provide’, or ‘the Lord will see to it’, and it
became known as ‘the mountain of the Lord’.12 There is a
lesson here, too, for us as we reflect on the spiritual

challenge to take the knife (metaphorically) to anything in
our lives which would limit our faith in and obedience to
our loving heavenly Father.

David’s discernment
Over centuries of Jewish tradition, the ‘mountain in the
region of Moriah’ of Genesis became identified with
Mount Moriah, facing the slightly higher Mount Zion
across the Tyropoeon Valley. Excluding the years of the
Captivity, from the time of King Solomon’s temple,
Mount Moriah continued to be the focus of worship and
sacrifice for the Jewish nation until the destruction of
AD70.

The location of this central sanctuary came about by
divine revelation to the heart of a man who was ready to
receive it – King David. The circumstances – at the
conclusion of a severe plague sent by God in punishment
for David’s temerity in counting his warriors – were not
propitious.13 It was at the place where the plague stopped
– the threshing floor of Ornan on Mount Moriah14 – that
David was commanded to build an altar; sin had been
dealt with and worship could now be acceptable.
Although not an Israelite, Ornan’s striking willingness to
surrender his land and entire livelihood to enable the altar
and its offerings to be instituted, continued the theme of
sacrifice associated with the mountain. It must have been
a tempting offer, but we savour David’s discerning
response, the essence of any sacrifice pleasing to God –
“I will not take for the LORD what is yours, or sacrifice a
burnt offering that costs me nothing.… The house of the
LORD God is to be here, and also the altar of burnt
offering for Israel.”15

References:

(1) Ps. 121:1-2  (2) Ps. 120 to 134  (3) Ps. 48:1  (4) 2
Kings 17:10  (5) Under King Solomon, the mountain was
raised considerably higher as a result of the great temple
platform on its summit.  (6) Gen. 22:2  (7) Gen. 22:5
(8) Heb. 11:19  (9) Gen. 21:12  (10) John 1:14 NKJV. As
if to emphasise the comparison, Heb. 11:17 uses the same
term – only begotten – to describe Isaac’s relationship to
Abraham.  (11) Rom. 8:32 NKJV  (12) Gen. 22:14  (13) 2
Sam. 24; 1 Chron. 21  (14) Or Araunah the Jebusite – 2
Sam. 24:16  (15) 1 Chron. 21:24; 22:1

Quotations from the NIV (1984) unless otherwise stated

High points

Moriah
Ascending for sacrifice
David Viles, Hayes, England
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“They’re out to get me!” People who feel this way are
often suffering from paranoid delusions and need
psychiatric help. Fear when there is nothing to fear, and
feeling that you have enemies when you don’t, is
irrational. However, it is rational to be frightened where
there is danger and to be wary when there really are
people seeking you harm. The Word of God teaches us
that those who seek to follow the Lord Jesus are living in
a hostile environment and really do have enemies!

The New Testament writings identify three enemies: a
trinity of evil aimed at derailing our Christian lives and
putting us out of action. There are two enemies on the
outside: the Devil, who set himself against the purposes
of God, and ‘the world’. The enemy on the inside is our
sinful nature, referred to as ‘the flesh’.

Now we can easily understand the hostility of Satan, the
Devil, but the world? Doesn’t God love the world? And
what do we mean by ‘the flesh’?

In the New Testament the world in this negative sense is
society organising itself on its own terms in opposition to
God in its thinking, its ideas and its ways. John warns us
about the world and points out three of its component
parts: Do not love the world or anything in the world. If
anyone loves the world, love for the Father is not in
them. For everything in the world – the lust of the flesh,
the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life – comes not from
the Father but from the world.1 We need to be careful
about what we desire, look for and rejoice in!

We are instructed, Do not conform to the pattern of this
world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind.2
The world is enemy territory! Our minds so easily absorb
the world’s thinking. Sadly it is sometimes a hard lesson
for us to learn. Often we can see in the company of the
world a rather nice and comfortable place. The Christian
writer A W Tozer put it like this:

‘The idea that this world is a playground instead of a
battleground has now been accepted in practice by
the vast majority of fundamentalist Christians. They
might hedge around the question if they were asked
bluntly to declare their position, but their conduct

gives them away. They are facing both ways,
enjoying Christ and the world …’3

The Gnostics taught that it did not matter what a person
did in their body – only the spiritual side mattered. That
is not what the Bible teaches and the second enemy is
from within ourselves. The use of the term ‘flesh’ can be
confusing at first. Sometimes it does indeed mean the
physical body, and what can be achieved naturally by it
without God. But in its negative use, the flesh is our
human nature with its natural tendency to sin, governed
by the mind.

Those who live according to the flesh have their minds
set on what the flesh desires; but those who live in
accordance with the Spirit have their minds set on what
the Spirit desires. The mind governed by the flesh is
death, but the mind governed by the Spirit is life and
peace. The mind governed by the flesh is hostile to God;
it does not submit to God's law, nor can it do so. Those
who are in the realm of the flesh cannot please God.4

The 1984 NIV translates this word as ‘sinful nature’ and
that is exactly what it refers to! Which of us has not
discovered the truth of the words of the Lord Jesus, “The
spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak”5 when facing
temptation?

Finally the Devil himself is our great enemy. We are
warned about his schemes,6 including blinding our
minds,7 and having the whole world under his control.8

Despair? Not at all! The Lord Jesus, who is in the process
of transforming us,9 has overcome the world10 and
defeated Satan.11 As we look at these enemies in more
detail in coming months let’s rejoice that we know the
One who has overcome.

References: (1) 1 John 2:15-16  (2) Rom. 12:2  (3) A W
Tozer, This World: Playground or Battleground? O M
Publishing, Carlisle 1996  (4) Rom. 8:5-8  (5) Mat. 26:41
(6) Eph. 6:11  (7) 2 Cor. 4:4  (8) 1 John 5:19   (9) See
Phil. 3:20-21 &  1 John 5:18  (10) John 16:33  (11) See
John 12:31; Heb. 2:14

Bible quotations from the NIV

They’re out to get us!

Introduction
David Webster, Liverpool, England

Those who
seek to follow
the Lord
Jesus are
living in a
hostile
environment
and really do
have
enemies!
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Makeover programs have become
popular TV viewing. We’re intrigued
to see the different appearance of a
house or garden after a team of
experts gets to work changing it. But
do we show as much interest in a
makeover of our character?

After the original sin, one
consequence was that we lost the
ability to desire God. The Apostle
Peter, writing to Christian believers,
encourages them to live the rest of
their time … no longer for the lusts of
men, but for the will of God.1 The
lusts of men don’t – and can’t –
express any desire for God.

As believers on the Lord Jesus,
spiritual disciplines can reshape our
habits and desires. But how exactly
can they be reformed? How does the
process work biblically?

Renewed by having our
thinking shaped by the Bible
The Apostle Paul, for only the second
time in his letter to Christians at
Rome, issues commands in the
twelfth chapter when he says: Do not
be conformed to this world, but be
transformed by the renewing of your

mind, so that you may prove what the
will of God is, that which is good and
acceptable and perfect.2 Habits and
behaviours will never be changed
unless we have our thinking renewed.
The passive alternative is to allow our
thinking to be shaped by the influence
of the world around us – namely by
the pressure of our peers as, for
example, when we brainlessly ‘like’
what others are ‘liking’ on Facebook.
The world is so good at squeezing us
into its mould in the same way that
jelly takes the shape of whatever
mould you choose to put it into when
you pour it out as liquid and let it set.
By contrast, when we allow our
perceptions to be readjusted by what
we read in God’s Word, our minds
are renewed, and personal
transformation can take place.

Spiritual transformation is the
combined process of mortification
and renewal by which the elements of
our character take on the elements of
Christ’s character – his mind,3 will,4
and emotions.5

What is mortification? Both Romans
chapter 8 and Colossians chapter 3
mention this: it is to consider our

members which are on the earth as
being dead to such things as
immorality, impurity, passion, evil
desire and greed. Mortification
(literally putting to death, or killing
off) is a largely forgotten Christian
discipline. It involves us in
recognising evil and then refusing it.
This we do by setting our mind so
that we can bring our body to
submission such that it becomes
poised to do good. This doesn’t
happen by force of will, but by
spiritual disciplines which target the
breaking of bad habits: turning us
from evil when we make no provision
for the lusts of the flesh.6 It’s by
figuratively gouging out our eye, and
cutting off hand or foot.7 This
certainly means reaching for the ‘off’
button should we encounter profanity
or nudity in our viewing.
Mortification occurs by putting off
what’s inconsistent with the life of
our risen Lord. The Apostle Paul said:
I discipline my body and make it my
slave so that … I will not be mastered
by anything.8 One spiritual discipline
is fasting (Whenever you fast9) to gain
the mastery over physical appetites.
And, of course, to renew the mind,
we must have that daily Bible reading
and meditating habit.

Lobsters, which shed their shells to
grow, secrete enzymes that soften the
shell and its joints. The shell then
splits up the back and the creature
backs out, leaving it behind. Lobsters
increase their size by about 20%
every time they do this, which
averages four or five times per year.
Growth – physical growth – for the
lobster would be impossible if it
somehow refused to discard its old
shell. Its development would be
stunted, constricted: and neither can
we grow spiritually if we fail to lay
aside the behaviours and attitudes
which were once typical of our
former self.

Personal transformation

The renewing of our mind
Brian Johnston, Leigh, England
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Renewed when we suffer
affliction for Christ’s sake
The Apostle Paul, from personal
experience, talks of: carrying about in
the body the dying of Jesus … our
outer man is decaying, yet our inner
man is being renewed day by day.
For momentary, light affliction is
producing for us an eternal weight of
glory far beyond all comparison.10

The context for renewal here is Paul
talking very candidly to the
Corinthians about some of his many
afflictions in service for the Lord. His
theme teaches that blessings come out
of buffetings. As well as the
spreading of grace through the
progress of the Gospel as it’s
preached, inner renewal takes place in
the minister of the Gospel who, as a
result of any mistreatment received,
has the opportunity of becoming like
Jesus in His death (the dying of
Jesus). If you’re facing difficulties
even as you try to live faithfully for
the Lord, take some encouragement
from Paul’s words: in the longer term,
in the bigger picture of our lives,
there’s no comparison between
present frustrations and future glories.
Peter says, he who has suffered in the
flesh has ceased from sin,11 and this
would seem to clearly indicate that
affliction shapes attitude, and this is
the renewing of our mind.

Renewed as we focus on our
present union with Christ
In chapter 3 of Colossians, Paul gives
us a recipe for spiritual
transformation: you have been raised
up with Christ, keep seeking the
things above, where Christ is, seated
at the right hand of God. Set your
mind on the things above … and …
put on the new self.12 This is the right
way in which to be other-worldly.
When we’re heavenly-minded in this
way, we’re of maximum earthly use
for the Lord. It’s about living at a
higher level – and so not falling short
of God’s image by behaving
inconsistently with our identity as a
Christian. The value of a disciplined
life in striving against sin is that we
are trained by it to share His
holiness.13

This Bible text is about the sort of
mindfulness that’s produced in a

believer on the Lord Jesus when he or
she is moment by moment practising
what it means to be conscious of
eternal realities. If we’re constantly
mindful of our having died … with
Christ, and of the present status of
our life as hidden with Christ in
God,14 we’ll discover the motivation
to put to death, by the Spirit, the
deeds of our body, meaning things
like immorality and greed. A previous
generation of Christians called this
process ‘mortification’ – the Bible
speaks of crucifying the fallen
nature;15 taking up our cross;16 as well
as of cutting off and putting off
unhelpful sinful worldly habits. Since
we’ve been raised with Christ, we’re
to remain mindful of God’s things,
while awaiting to be revealed with
Him in glory. Day by day, as we
journey to that destiny, we should be
actively concerned to exchange the
elements of self for those of His
character, namely compassion,
kindness, humility, gentleness,
patience, forgiveness, love.17 It’s
mindfulness of our union with
Christ18 that motivates the discipline
of endeavouring that our every action
should be characteristic of the Lord.
There’s habit-forming discipline
involved in changing from being a
nasty, impatient person into becoming
a person characterized by kindness
and patience. Something we need to
be absolutely convinced about is that
behaviour modification begins with
the mind – what we choose to think
about.

Renewed to reflect the fact
we’ve already become a new
creation
In Ephesians chapter 4, Paul says:
Walk no longer just as the Gentiles …
in the futility of their mind, being
darkened in their understanding,
excluded from the life of God …
because of the hardness of their heart
… have given themselves over to
sensuality … But you did not learn
Christ in this way … in reference to
your former manner of life … lay
aside the old self … be renewed in the
spirit of your mind, and put on the
new self, which in the likeness of God
has been created in righteousness and
holiness of the truth.19

Renewal of the spirit of our mind is
about forsaking a past lifestyle of
futility by learning to live differently
after receiving Christ. To get there,
we’ve to forsake past futile ways.
That’s the first step before we can put
on Christ. In other words, we
shouldn’t live as we once did; not in
the same way that unbelievers live.
How did we once live? What things
are characteristic of how our
unbelieving friends live? Let’s pick
out four things Paul said. He
describes them as being of a futile
mind – meaning their lives are totally
devoid of God’s purpose. Then Paul
writes about their darkened
understanding – it’s darkened because
it’s without God’s revelation to guide
them. Paul goes on to say that they
have hardened hearts – in that they
are insensitive to God and his ways.
And finally, Paul mentions impure
greed and deceitful lusts – in other
words living for self-gratification in
one form or another.

Personal spiritual transformation is
about having our lives defined by
God’s purpose; guided by His
revelation; having become sensitive
to His ways; while denying ourselves
self-gratification – all by renewing
the spirit of our mind. This is clear
from the text as it talks about laying
aside the futile elements before
putting on the new self, renewed in
the image of God. This is all by
God’s grace, of course, but it does
require effort on our part. (Grace is
opposed to earning, but not to effort).
By the renewing of our mind comes
the reforming of our character, one
behaviour or habit at a time. God’s
Word in the power of His Spirit
enters the mind and filters down into
our heart and there shapes our will to
produce habitual, behavioural change
in the life of our soul.

References: (1) 1 Pet. 4:2  (2) Rom.
12:2  (3) 1 Cor. 2:16  (4) 1 Pet. 4:2
(5) Phil. 1:8  (6) Rom. 13:14  (7) Mat.
5:29-30  (8) 1 Cor. 9:27; 6:12
(9) Mat. 6:16  (10)  2 Cor. 4:10,16-17
(11) 1 Pet. 4:1  (12) Col. 3:1-2,10
(13) Heb. 12:4,11,10  (14) Col. 3:3
(15) Gal. 5:24  (16) Luke 9:23
(17) Col. 3:12-14  (18) Col. 3:1,3
(19) Eph. 4:17-24
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For if we sin willfully after we have received the
knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a
sacrifice for sins, but a certain fearful expectation of
judgment, and fiery indignation which will devour the
adversaries.

Perhaps many Christian believers live in fear of judgment
beyond death on their wilful sins. It is important to know
that when once we have been saved by Christ’s sacrifice
for us, God will not punish us eternally for sins that Christ
has already paid for. Rewards can be lost, but eternal
salvation cannot.1 Even our future sins are covered.2 What
then does this passage in Hebrews mean? Some
emphasize the description ‘willfully’ and it is surely true
that God may afflict us during our lives if, having
accepted the Saviour, we rebel against Him. All
opportunity in this life for service pleasing to God could
indeed be wasted, along with any eternal benefit of divine
reward!3

We should, however, first go back to the start of the
chapter, and understand the wider context of no …
sacrifice for sins. There we learn about sacrifices needed
by Israelites under the old covenant that ruled their
relationship with God. The lives of bulls and goats were
taken in substitution for sinners,4 and God foreknew those
sacrifices were a picture of what Christ would do at
Calvary.5 While those animal sacrifices resulted then in
atonement for repentant ones, it was not something
special about the animal that achieved that; it was simply
that by them faithfully fulfilling God’s requirements for
sacrifice under that regime God sovereignly covered sins
in anticipation of what Christ would accomplish. And
those animal sacrifices of Moses’ Law therefore ceased to
be relevant when Christ died, once-for-all, and introduced
a new covenant.6 They were superseded by sinning ones
instead placing faith in Him; a confidence that God was
willing and able to place all the punishment due to us on
Him.7

The first (Jewish) readers of Hebrews might indeed have
been thinking of going back to their old ways, including
using animal sacrifices. But not only would such a course
be spiritually disastrous for them,8 and totally offensive to
God, it would be pointless, for there no longer remains a
sacrifice for sins available to them under the Law, i.e.,
God does not accept old covenant sacrifices as an
alternative to Christ’s sacrifice. There is no alternative,
and therefore why go back to join with those who remain
in denial of Christ and are exposed fully to the judgment
of God in this life and the next?

The description of God in Hebrews 10:27-30 is always
true; He has not changed in character and is not restricted,
like men who implemented Moses’ law, to merely
inflicting a physical death penalty. And He justly inflicts
proportionate vengeance on those who know very well
the wrongness of their actions.9 So those are greatly at
risk who have understood the cost of salvation, the cross
of Christ, and accepted God’s free gift, but then
insultingly turn around and live in open denial of what
they had previously espoused. We are led to conclude
they ‘deserve’ stronger retribution, which it would be
right to fear, though we are left to ponder exactly how
God will deal with them. The writer of Hebrews
understandably just leaves it there, for his object was to
point people away from apostasy. Disagreeing with
teaching on some issues, and leaving churches of God,
does not usually, of course, result in Hebrews 10:29 being
applicable; but in the first century, for a Jew to become a
believer, then to deny Christ and revert to Judaism would
seem to fit, and there may be a modern parallel in terms
of persons re-engaging with Christ-denying religions
today. However, we should never assume we can sin and
then repent, because unless God grants it, repentance may
never occur.10

Today, it is true that Christian believers need not fear that
they themselves might face eternal judgment, though we
should be deeply concerned for the unsaved who have a
false sense of security as they follow totally ineffective
religious ideas. The consequences of rejecting Christ are
always formidable. And this Bible passage impresses on
us that we must not jeopardize our own potential for a life
of service by wilfully departing from what God has
revealed to us.11

References: (1) 1 Cor. 3:14-15  (2) John 5:24; 1 John 2:1-
2  (3) Heb. 10:34-39  (4) See especially Lev. 16:6-7  (5)
Heb. 10:1  (6) Heb. 9:15,26  (7) See Is. 53:5-6; Heb. 10:9-
10; 1 John 1:7-9  (8) Heb. 10:29  (9) Cf. Ps. 19:12-13 and
the emphasis on ‘unintentionally’ in Lev. 4:2  (10) 2 Tim.
2:25-26  (11) Phil. 3:16       Bible quotations from NKJV

Can you help me with this?
Hebrews 10:26-27 seems to say that Christ’s sacrifice won’t
cover me if I go on sinning
Geoff Hydon, Mount Forest, Canada
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Songs

Miriam’s song
Richard Hutchinson & Sarah Bell, Vancouver, Canada

Having been led out of slavery and suffering in Egypt by
Moses, the people of Israel found themselves trapped
between the pursuing armies of Pharaoh and the
impassable expanse of the Red Sea. “Were there no
graves in Egypt”, they asked Moses, “that you led us out
to the wilderness to die?” Moses replied: “The LORD
will fight for you, and you have only to be silent.”1

What followed was a glorious salvation, a miracle that
would define Israel as a people to this day. The sea
parted to allow the people to cross in safety and then
swept over the chasing chariots of Egypt, leaving no-one
to pursue them further.

In response to this awe-inspiring intervention, Moses and
the people sang a song of praise that is still revered by
the Jewish community today: The Song of the Sea. It
spans eighteen verses, celebrating the victory of God
over the army of Egypt and exalts Him as the Lord

“… majestic in holiness,
awesome in glorious deeds, doing wonders”2

a loving redeemer who would lead them into promise.
First had come complaints and bitterness, then the order
to be silent and trust God to work – now came the
impulse to praise and magnify the Lord and Moses gave
voice to that impulse in grand language.

At the end of the song, we’re told that Miriam took up
the refrain once more, with tambourine and dancing,
leading all the women to rejoice again:

“Sing to the LORD, for he has triumphed gloriously.
The horse and his rider he has thrown into the sea.”3

It almost seems a footnote to the main action, but we
shouldn’t overlook the significance of what Miriam and
the women brought to Israel’s praise that day.

Other than the dispute she and Aaron raised with Moses
in Numbers 12 and the record of her death a few chapters
later, this is the only episode we read involving Miriam
as an adult, yet she is identified alongside Moses and
Aaron in Micah 6:4 as one of the three leaders of Israel
during this time and she is introduced as a prophetess in
verse 20. That suggests her role here was significant. In
leading the women to take up the song and dance with
tambourines, Miriam brought an exuberance, a joyfulness
to the praise being offered. The richness of Moses’ words
gave expression to the people’s awe at what God had
done, but that reverence was supplemented by the
worshipful dancing of the rejoicing women.

The role of joy in our personal worship as we praise God,
the exuberant expression of thankfulness, is a very
necessary part of what we bring to Him. Miriam was
moved to lead others further into celebrating this
foundational moment in their history.

We don’t often read of men dancing in Scripture, and the
one occasion that readily springs to mind, when David
danced before the Ark with all his might as it was
brought into Jerusalem,4 was considered obscene by
Michal (and likely others). It seems it was ‘undignified’
behaviour for a man, let alone a king, to dance, but David
felt the significance of the occasion and said he would
make himself even more contemptible by celebrating
before the Lord.

Miriam recognised a need to elevate the moment of
Israel’s salvation with joyful praise, tambourines and
dancing, and she knew the women of Israel had a
particular capacity to express that in a way the men may
have struggled to.

God loves to see us joyful and moved to show it. Praise
him with tambourine and dance, Psalm 150:4 tells us,
which was exactly Miriam’s response. Malachi speaks of
God’s final salvation when the sun of righteousness shall
rise with healing in its wings and in response people will
leap about like calves released from their cramped stalls.5
To know God’s grace and love as a reality in our lives is
a truly joyful thing and we must always remember that
the precious thoughts we find in Scripture, any service
we do in God’s name, must always be seasoned and
enhanced by joyfulness on our part. Joy must be evident;
we must demonstrate it somehow. You can’t be passively
joyful.

Miriam showed that the glorifying of God by Moses’
words was not enough for the occasion, there had to be
demonstrative joy there too.

In that great purpose she was an inspirational leader to
the women. May her example teach our spirits to dance
joyfully when we consider our own salvation by God’s
mighty hand.

References : (1) Ex. 14:10-14  (2) Ex. 15:11  (3) Ex.
15:21  (4) 2 Sam. 6:14-22  (5) Mal. 4:2
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Imagine you are buying a Christmas present for a family
member. You are distant from the person and consider it
to be an obligation. I guess you would still try to buy
them something pleasant, though you might not put the
same thought or effort into the gift as into one for
someone you know and love. What would it take for you
to deliberately give a present that was damaged, or
something that you were throwing away? What contempt
for the person would that display?

It is quite something to openly flaunt contempt for
someone in front of them. It displays that you hold such a
low opinion of the person that you don’t even care they
know that you think so poorly of them. In Malachi 1:6-8,
this is exactly what God is telling His people that they are
doing to Him: they are offering gifts to Him that are
defective, and so are despising His name. While this is
quite a negative example, it does clearly highlight the way
in which the quality of our offerings can be used to gauge
whether we are regarding Him with the appropriate fear.

That this theme of fearing the Lord (or not fearing) should
be a major theme in Malachi is significant: the people had
now returned to their land from their time in exile, and
had this chance to change their ways, and fulfil the
purpose for which the Lord had given them the law in the
first place: that ‘they may learn to fear me all the days
that they live on the earth, and that they may teach their
children so.’1 Their practices of idol-worship were lost as
a result of this discipline from God and so, without the
distractions present in the religious life of the people that
had inhibited them before, they could treat God with the
reverence with which He is rightly to be regarded. Sadly,
what we find instead, is that the whole span of religious
life had come to be held in the lowest regard, and the
people were trying to carry out only enough of the law so
that they could claim to be keeping it, presumably to
those around about as they looked for the praise of their
peers.

But fearing the Lord goes further than merely the way that
we act towards Him in offerings, it includes the way we
speak of Him to one another as well – as the Lord
continues to explain through Malachi. In Malachi 2:4-9,
the Lord speaks of a ‘covenant of fear’ with Levi. You
might have thought that this still concerned the correct
offerings in the temple, since it was the sons of Levi
through Aaron that were offering them as priests, but the
proof of the goodness of that initial covenant is that true
instruction … was found on his lips. This was the teaching
of the Law, and so we can add rightly handling the word
of truth2 as one of the things that we must do if we are to
aim to act in the fear of the Lord.

It is no wonder, then, that many of the Lord Jesus’
rebukes were aimed at the scribes and the Pharisees: the
teachers of the people in His day. These ranged from His
gentle rebuke to Nicodemus, “Are you the teacher of
Israel and yet you do not understand these things?”3 to
the woes He pronounced against them in Matthew 23.4
The quality of the teachers directly affects the spiritual
health of the people they teach; Jesus’ comment on these
people was that they were helpless, like sheep without a
shepherd.5 Treating the condition of God’s people without
due care betrays a contempt of the accountability that the
teacher has to God in this matter, much the same way as
the giver of gifts displayed contempt in offering poor
ones.

There is one more discussion of the fear of the Lord
contained within the book of Malachi, and it concerns
faith. Contrast the words of the wicked who say that “It is
vain to serve God”6 with the vindication that those who
fear the Lord will know.7 The difference is in the span of
time in which they are happy so see their prosperity: the
wicked can only see the short-term costs that their
religious service brings, whereas those who fear the Lord
are willing to wait for their prosperity. Those short-term
costs are two-fold, with the fact that the righteous will
miss out on the prosperity that the wicked are enjoying,

while still having to pay the tithe out of
their incomes. For a person to continue to
pay the tithe and not enjoy the increased
incomes of those willing to act
unscrupulously in their trading solely
because it is required by God, even to the
apparent detriment of their ability to
provide for their own families, requires
them to have faith that God will indeed
respond in the way that He declares in
Malachi 3:10-12, in His own time.

That time is then described as the Lord
making such people as feared Him His

The fear of the Lord
Michael Johnston, Kirkintilloch, Scotland
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Who are they?
The term is a newly coined expression; it describes ‘The
generation of people who became adults in the 2010s,
viewed as being less resilient and more prone to taking
offence than previous generations.’1 This raises several
questions:

1. Is it really true?

2. Is the offence personal, affecting the way in which
particular individuals have been brought up to value
themselves, or is it a collective hysteria, where opposing
opinions are thought to threaten a whole group?

3. Are the beliefs challenged part of a coherent external
value system, which can be sustained by argument?

We can put forward brief answers to these three:

1. Reading the newspapers, one might think that it was
true. For instance, as I write, in the Daily Telegraph there
are two instances of students wanting to ban things that
they thought might give a bad impression – but from the
vantage point of a 78-year-old, one can see that it was
ever thus. Because students nowadays are large groups,
their opinions attract more notice. Students in the 60s and
70s also espoused their favourite causes.

2. One of the ideas which led to the idea of a ‘snowflake’
was the suggestion that each individual was unique, in the
way that snowflakes in their pristine purity were all
different. The conclusion was that each person and his
opinions were individually valuable, and therefore of
equal merit. If those of similar opinions join together, any
challenge to these opinions is thought of as a challenge to
the group, and to the self-esteem of its members.

3. This is the nub of the matter. Someone who puts
forward opinions, whether held by other people or not,
must be willing to defend them on rational grounds. This
does not mean, of course, that he has no premises, for
every argument must proceed from some premises, but
that Christians’ premise is that Scripture is the Word of
God, and hence authoritative, and we argue on that basis.
The basis of snowflakes’ argument is not very clear; it
seems to rest on the assertion that no-one’s feelings
should be hurt, whatever they are.

The fragility of the snowflake
‘Snowflakes’ have arisen because of an unhealthy over-
emphasis on self-esteem, i.e. prioritizing pride in oneself;
parents and teachers have come to regard this as an

important part of the development of their charges, but,
taken to excess, it could conflict with Christian faith,
which must look away from oneself and towards God. He
is the supreme example; powerful, yet gracious, holy, yet
loving. No honest person could place him- or herself
above all others in every respect, so everyone who clings
to self-esteem as the basis of his life is bound to feel a
failure. Any feeling of inadequacy undermines the
snowflake’s personality, and he or she feels personally
threatened.

Christians should not normally fall into the description of
the snowflake generation and Christian teaching
approaches this issue from a completely different
direction, accepting a humble position. The apostle Paul
wrote, I say to everyone among you not to think of himself
more highly than he ought to think.2 That means reflecting
on our own shortcomings and inadequacies before we
think about our standing in relation to others. A saying,
often apparently mistakenly attributed to C.S.Lewis, that
expresses the best attitude well is: ‘Humility is not
thinking less of yourself, but thinking of yourself less.’
Lewis’s actual words were: ‘… if you meet a really
humble man … he will not be thinking about humility: he
will not be thinking about himself at all.’3

It is even a kind of pride to deprecate abilities which we
actually have, because it looks for praise from others.

Against the flow
In nineteenth century Britain, it was assumed that
everyone was a Christian; indeed others could not sit in
the British Parliament or attend its universities. Now the
position is reversed; it is assumed that educated people
cannot be Christians. The consequence of this is that
Christians must be prepared to contend for the faith.4 A
premise is, of course, that the Scriptures are authoritative,
but science, archaeology and history provide much
information to support the cause. The works of C.S.
Lewis provide many valuable arguments to support those
of us who are less able than he – he went from belief to
atheism and back again, and he is a useful guide.
Regrettably, the lack of Christian knowledge among most
people today means that we almost have to start from
zero, rebutting entrenched prejudices.

References:

(1) Oxford English Dictionary  (2) Rom. 12:3  (3) C.S.
Lewis, Mere Christianity, Book 3 Ch.8  (4) Jude 1:3
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The snowflake generation
Peter Hickling, Cromer, England
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Personal story

Going, going, gone … to serve God
An interview with Patson Katimba, Chairman of Malawian overseers

Please tell us a little about your
background, Patson.

I was born the youngest of seven,
having six older sisters. My father
died when I was ten years old. My
mother did her best to provide for
my education by selling mangoes.
Unfortunately, this was not enough.

Is that when you showed
resourcefulness and took matters
into your own hands?

Well, I applied to the Nazerene
mission for an educational
scholarship, supplementing it by
working as a gardener. After four
years, I graduated in theological
subjects. The best thing of all was
that I’d come to know Jesus Christ as
my saviour in 1964.

Wonderful! What happened next?

I was made a teacher with the
Nazerene mission. But then I read a
booklet by the Churches of God
radio evangelist, Alan Toms. We
corresponded for five years. A
Nigerian missionary, Mark
Imoukhuede, was commissioned to
meet and talk with me. After this I
began witnessing in Blantyre,
Malawi, to the truths I was freshly
learning.

How did the Nazarene mission react
to this?

Frankly, I lost their trust because I
was into new teaching. However,
this did not concern me as I knew I
had come to know the way of the
Lord more accurately. There were at
that time no churches of God in
Malawi, so I was added into the
nearest – which was in Lagos,
Nigeria!

Over the years, I continued to
receive ‘Search For Truth’ radio
books and Bible study materials.

What was your means of
support at this stage?

I trained as an auctioneer,
and was now living further
north in Malawi, at
Lilongwe, the capital city.
However, Mark continued to
visit, and he persuaded me to
return to Blantyre and
encouraged me to become a
Gospel worker. At this time,
churches of God had been
planted further south.
However, I couldn’t settle,
and went back to Lilongwe,
still working as an auctioneer.

There is now a church of God near
Lilongwe, at Lumbadzi. How did
that come about?

I was talking to people about my
faith and Bible understanding
wherever I went. This brought me
into contact with Simon, a student,
and Luka Beka and Joe Ntolongo.
The group grew, and Mark, with his
colleague Eric Sampou, came to
assess things, and a church of God
was planted in Lumbadzi.

What has happened since then in
your personal story?

I left the auctioneers I was with and,
together with another man, we
started our own auctioneering
business. It became a good business.
God has given me stamina and I
could work from 9 a.m. until 4 p.m.
without stopping. A lot of the goods
we auctioned were sourced from the
American Embassy. When the time
came that it began to sell by tender
instead, we lost our main source of
goods to sell, and so in December
2017, at 73 years of age, I finally
retired.

I don’t suppose you are content to
sit around quietly in your
retirement?

No, while depending on the Lord,
and with no financial support, I
occupy myself by visiting and
teaching interested groups of
believers in Malawi at Chuzu,
Chiringa and Area 24 (in Lilongwe).
These groups have been ready for
some time, I believe, to become
churches of God, but are still waiting
for others to come and assess them. I
am looking for a house in Lumbadzi
in order to be near to the church
there, and I am in the process of
applying to (officially) become a
recognized Gospel worker. I want to
continue to dedicate my retirement
years to serving the Lord in God’s
house. Recently, it was my joy to
assist alongside SFT Radio Bible
teacher, Brian Johnston, in the
planting of the Church of God in
Chegutu, Zimbabwe.

How did you travel there?

By three buses: from Lilongwe to
Blantyre; from there to Harare; and
then on to Chegutu, a total of around
16 hours. It’s quite far, but I feel
very comfortable there – they speak
my language. I was able to translate
booklets and teach them our hymns.
I think they will grow and be strong,
but I want to visit them again soon,
God willing.
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Reaching others with the gospel, and the truths of
God’s Word, is a command of the Lord Jesus.1 But in
some areas of the world, particularly the West, it
seems to be increasingly difficult to begin meaningful
conversation about the good news of the glory of God.

One tried-and-tested outreach approach in the
Philippines regularly reaps rewards, and the methods
employed there seem to match New Testament
approaches that were adopted by the apostles and
others in the early churches of God. We share it for
thoughtful insight, spiritual encouragement, and for
prayerful interest.

Historically, in the Philippines, the spread of the
gospel and the subsequent planting of churches of God,
has been through those who are already part of the church
members connecting with extended family in other areas,
sharing the gospel and the teachings of the churches of
God with them. The Philippines is a country where people
are often mobile, with various factors resulting in the
wide geographical spread of large extended family
groups.

Recently, one member of the church of God in Pantukan
in Mindanao, southern Philippines, was in contact with
relatives in Madridejos, Cebu, an island located in the
middle of the Philippines’ archipelago. Three visits
(totalling 22 man-days) have subsequently connected with
family and neighbours there. As the gospel was first
preached in Madridejos, the Lord was pleased to open the
hearts of many of those who heard. They were
enlightened to understand how the teachings of the
Catholic church were preventing them from experiencing
the joy of the assurance of true salvation by grace,
received by faith alone.

Since then, they have shown keen appetites for the Word
of God, and have been asking for more teaching regarding
doctrine and practice. Using our Bible Study Course, the
Madridejos group have been gathering for Bible
exploration, with their work being checked by Geralde
over the phone each week.

The Cebu folks are now passionate to share with others in
their town, the gospel and the teachings of the churches of
God. It may be, in time, that the Lord will be pleased to
confirm that a church of God should be planted there. We
await His clear leading.

The usual approach is to visit a place where real interest is
expressed, to meet with the locals and hold a ‘krusada’ –
an evening open air event comprising video, music and
preaching – to which others in the locality are invited. A

small team often goes house-to-house in the locality to
make personal invitations. Quite often those initial
interactions can lead to an opportunity to share the gospel
in the houses there and then! We certainly experienced
that in Lingig (where there’s currently a church of God in
need of strengthening) and Barangay Lebanon (in the
mountains near the church of God in Montevista) during
October 2018.

Sometimes as many as 100 people can gather for the
krusada. The ‘novelty’ of the video, and a general respect
for preachers, means that people are usually very
responsive. Towards the end of the krusada programme,
short evangelism questionnaires are circulated to those
listening. At the same time names are harvested, with an
offer to return the next morning to visit people in their
homes. This is surprisingly effective.

When we visit on the following day, people are
welcoming and often say how they were affected by the
preaching the night before. They are keen to have the
gospel explained in a more personal manner one-on-one.
Such times can help people who are so indoctrinated with
Roman Catholic teachings to realise the errors of the
Catholic church, and learn that salvation is by grace
alone, through faith. Such follow up sessions also allow
us to invite people to observe the Sunday morning
gathering of the local church of God (if one is nearby)
where they will observe the Remembrance, the teaching
of God’s Word, and the church prayers.

Over the years the Lord has saved many. He has also
guided some to pursue a life of discipleship among
churches of God. Sharing the gospel with those ‘at home’2

can lead to a larger work of outreach in new towns and
cities, to God’s glory.

References: (1) Mat. 28:18-20  (2) e.g. Mark 5:19
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