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Who is He?
It was just another Sabbath day in Nazareth. The people were in the
synagogue as usual. The reader had selected the text from the book of the
prophets. So what made this day different?

Having read the words of the prophet, He then addressed the
congregation, “Today this Scripture has been fulfilled in your
hearing.”1 No one had ever said that before, so who was the reader? “Is
this not Joseph’s son?”2 the people wondered. But their reaction went
from wonder to anger in a very short time that day. They heard His
voice and hardened their hearts. So Nazareth rejected Jesus!

There was a day that one person, at least, in Cana may have wished
to forget, if Jesus had not been invited to a wedding. The
celebrations could have been cut short, but He was there; and Mary,
His mother, had good advice for the servants: “Whatever He says
to you, do it.”3 Mary knew who her son was. The Lord’s first
miracle not only satisfied the wedding guests, He there manifested
His glory, and His disciples believed in Him.4

“If you are the Christ …”5 Another occasion, this time in the
temple precincts in Jerusalem, the question again arose – who is
He? Jesus spoke of ‘the Father’, but the Jewish people did not
accept His words. They did not know ‘the Shepherd’. What
they missed by not believing Him! “My sheep hear My voice,
and I know them, and they follow Me; and I give eternal life
to them, and they will never perish.”6

‘Son of Joseph’, son of Mary, Son of God: He has so many
more names and titles. May 2016 give us all a fresh
appreciation of Him, and the articles in NT magazine
encourage our hearts in giving Him His rightful place in
our lives and service.

’Tis the Lord, oh wondrous story!
’Tis the Lord, the King of glory!
At His feet we humbly fall,
Laud Him, own Him Lord of all.’7

References: (1) Luke 4:21  (2) Luke 4:22  (3) John
2:5  (4) John 2:11  (5) John 10:24  (6) John 10:27-
28  (7) B.R. Hanby,  PHSS 204
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If we think about ourselves, we recognize that the
functions of sight, speech, hearing, savouring (taste/
smell) and breathing are performed by organs in or on
our faces. Our faces are also like a display panel,
portraying our emotions and state of mind.

Since the Bible tells us that we are made in the image of
God, and speaks about the face of God, it is reasonable to
think, with due reverence, of these functions in relation to
His face. Hence God seeing us, speaking to us, hearing
us, savouring our presence, reading our faces and
understanding our thoughts and emotions are activities
that belong to face-to-face contact with God.

This series of articles will look at what the Bible has to
say about the face of God, because this subject is a vital
element in the devotion to God of those who know Him,
and in the fulfilment of His purpose in their lives.

This is why, as individual believers in Christ, our greatest
spiritual need is to spend more ‘face time’ with God.
However, it will also become clear in our scriptural
review, that God sets great store by the process of
collective encounters, where His people gather together
and share face-to-face contact with Him, and this is the
greatest spiritual need of the people of God today. There
is a progressive development of these ideas in the Word
of God, from Genesis onward in the Old Testament and
the later glorious outworking is reached in the New
Testament, so our review will be Bible-wide.

Old Testament references in Genesis
The first reference in the Scriptures to the face of God is a
chilling one. It is the bleak cry of Cain in Genesis 4:14
when he realizes the devastating change in his prospects
after the murder of his brother Abel: “… from your face I
shall be hidden.” This will be the eternal condition of
those who reject the salvation of God and it should lend
impetus to our preaching of the Gospel. We are living in
this world among people who may never see the approval
of God’s face. What a terrible destiny that would be!

But then we come to Jacob when he feared to see the face
of his brother Esau, expecting it to display murderous
intent. Jacob thought, “I may appease him with the
present that goes ahead of me, and afterward I shall see
his face. Perhaps he will accept me.” The word ‘appease’
in Genesis 32:20 is the translation of two Hebrew words,
kaphar – cover (often translated ‘atonement’) and paneh
– face. This scripture is a wonderful illustration of the
concept of atonement. Something (the gift) is brought
before the face of Esau which Jacob hopes will change it
from a display of displeasure and rejection to one of
pleasure and acceptance.

The face of God is referred to in 33:10, “I have seen your
face, which is like seeing the face of God, and you have

accepted me.” This lifts our thoughts from the
appeasement of Esau to our atonement with God by the
interposition between His face and ours of the
exceedingly precious blood of Christ. The sight of the
blood of His own Son changes God’s face when He looks
upon us.

It was at this time that Jacob’s name was changed to
Israel,1 in the third of three major experiences of God in
his life.  The first was Bethel2 (meaning ‘the House of
God’), the second Mahanaim3 (‘the Host of God’) and
now Peniel4 (‘the Face of God’). All of these experiences
demonstrated God’s interest and involvement with this
earth and with mankind, and His desire to protect and
bless those who sought after Him.

Peniel was perhaps the most intimate of the three. Jacob
was a striver. He had struggled with his twin brother in
his mother’s womb and was born not letting go of Esau’s
heel. His reaction to this face-to-face encounter with God
was to hold fast to God. Jacob said, “I will not let you go
unless you bless me.” … And there he blessed him.5 Is this
not an exhilarating experience for us to aspire to in our
‘face time’ with God? Could it be said of you or me, that
“you have striven with God and with men and have
prevailed”?

References: (1) Gen. 32:28; 35:10  (2) Gen. 28:11-19
(3) Gen. 32:1-2  (4) Gen. 32:24-30  (5) Gen. 32:26, 29
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I read a recent research study that suggested that one of
the surest ways to find satisfaction in life is to be part of
something bigger than yourself that brings a sense of
meaning and worth to your life. Of course, as Christians,
we find ultimate worth in the person of God.

Our word ‘worship’ is derived from the Old English
‘weorþscipe’, which meant ‘to show honour’ to
something, likely to have developed from the thought of
‘worthiness’ or ‘worth-ship’. At its simplest it is really
about ascribing worth to God.

What did the biblical writers mean?
There are several words that are translated as ‘worship’ in
our Bible.

Submission

Hāwâ, or Shachah used in the Old Testament (OT),
simply means ‘to bow down’ – a sign of acknowledging
authority, and consequently showing honour and
deference. This isn’t used exclusively of God. For
example, it is what the messenger did to David1 when he
reported the news of Saul and Jonathan’s deaths. This
word is echoed in the New Testament (NT) Greek
proskyneō, which means ‘to fall down and/or worship’.
The Lord Jesus used this word when He said that the
Father is seeking those who would worship Him in spirit
and truth.2 The word indicates submission, and
(something we will pick up on again) it is an external
action that demonstrates an internal attitude.

Reverence

The Hebrew word yārē emphasises the thought of a sense
of awe inspired by our great God. In the OT it is usually
translated ‘fear’, ‘revere’, or ‘worship’, for example:
“Now, Israel, what does the LORD your God require of
you, but to fear the LORD your God, to walk in all His
ways and love Him, and to serve the LORD your God
with all your heart and with all your soul.”3 The NT word
sebō simply means ‘to worship’ (for example, the Lord’s
condemnation of the vain worship of the Pharisees and
scribes4), but is also associated with the thought of fear or
reverence in the narrative of Acts, where Gentiles
associated themselves with synagogues and were seen as
‘God-fearers’ or ‘worshippers of God’.5

Service

Crucial to the biblical concept of worship is ābad, which
means ‘to serve’ – service and worship are very closely

intertwined throughout Scripture because of the context of
the service and worship of the house of God, which we
can trace through both Old and New Testaments. God
makes His appeal to Pharaoh through Moses: “Let My
people go, that they may serve Me”6 – service, or
worship, made possible through the building of the
tabernacle and the offerings brought to God there. Isaiah
uses the word to speak of sacrificial worship.7 Similarly,
in the New Testament, the Greek latreuō refers to service
(also translated worship) that is Godward in nature.
Stephen uses it to speak of Israel coming out of Egypt to
serve (worship) God,8 corresponding to the Hebrew ābad.

From the biblical definitions given above, can we say
what worship is not? It’s not just thanksgiving. It’s not
just praise. Rather, it’s about the stance of the heart
towards God. That’s what the Lord teaches us in Matthew
15 – worship is in vain if it is just words from the mouth.9
It must flow from an inward attitude; a continual posture
of the heart.

Lives of worship
Perhaps we can learn more by seeing lives of worship in
action. The first time we read the word ‘worship’ in our
Bibles is in Genesis 22. “Take now your son, your only
son, whom you love… and offer him…” Abraham said to
his young men, “Stay here… I and the lad will go over
there; and we will worship and return to you.”10

Worship in Genesis 22 is firmly in the context of costly
sacrifice, absolute obedience, and heroic faith. Costly
sacrifice because Abraham was willing to give the most
precious thing in his life to God. Absolute obedience
because he acted on that willingness without wavering,
submitting to God’s will. God asked Abraham to give up
his precious, promised, child. Abraham’s response was to
get up early in the morning to do it! This is a life
orientated toward God and His will. Heroic faith
because, Hebrews says, even if Isaac had died that day
(which was not God’s purpose), Abraham believed that
God was able to raise from the dead11 in order to fulfil his
promises to Abraham.12

Costly sacrifice, absolute obedience, and heroic faith will
characterise a life of worship – a life centred on God.

Another example is seen in Job. A poor servant runs to
Job to share his devastating news: “Your sons and your
daughters were eating and drinking wine in their oldest
brother’s house… it fell on the young people and they
died.”13 Job’s telling response was to fall to the ground

Worship

What is worship?
Stephen McCabe, Belfast, N.Ireland

It has been said that we all worship something. We long to find something that gives our
lives meaning; something that we can devote ourselves to.
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and worship. What was he doing? Job 1 demonstrates that
his life was centred on God,14 and the perspective that
gave him meant that he submitted to God in everything.
He worshipped in good times and bad: “the LORD gave
and the LORD has taken away. Blessed be the name of
the Lord.”15 Job’s life centred on God – he displayed a
life of worship, despite the worst of circumstances.

Romans 12 gives us a New Testament, and present day,
view of what a life of worship really means. Paul
encourages the believers in Rome to see that because of
all the great truths of God’s work of salvation (that Paul
has been putting forward in his letter in preceding
chapters), they should be presenting their bodies, their
whole beings, as a living, ongoing, committed, sacrifice
to God.16 What does it mean in practice? Lives centred on
God, so that we are completely devoted to Him, and all
those practical acts of goodness that Paul then details,17

flow from our living sacrifice to God – our service of
worship to Him. Our living sacrifice is to be acceptable
to God, or well-pleasing to Him. That means it should be
holy, just as He is holy; set apart for Him and His use and
pleasure. Paul says that this is your spiritual service of
worship. Some translations say your rational service of
worship. Serving and worshipping God are intertwined;
the focus of a life that isn’t being conformed to this
present world, but is instead being transformed through a
mind continually centred on God and His things.18 This
giving our bodies over to serving God each day is
worship, and is the logical, rational, response to what God
has done for us. An ongoing stance of worship in our
lives expresses the internal attitude that God is the centre
of all things and I must fit my life around Him, rather than
demanding that He fit into my life.

Self-centredness or God-centredness?
And so we come to an obstacle that can get in the way of
a life of worship – self-centredness. It’s the antithesis of a
life centred on God – of a heart that submits to,
reverences, and serves God through sacrificial giving.

Sometimes we may place ourselves at the centre of our
own world, demanding that others revolve around us.
However, if we understand that God is the centre of
everything (from Him and through Him and to Him are
all things. To Him be the glory forever19), then He must
also be at the centre of our little lives. It is we who must
fit in around Him and His purposes. That’s a life of
worship.

When we look at the Godhead, we find that the Son, even
with His suffering looming, was seeking the glory of His
Father.20 We find that the Father purposes to glorify the
Son.21 We find that the Spirit seeks to glorify the Son by
disclosing the things of God to us through the Scriptures22

– that brings glory to the Son, who brings glory to the
Father.

This God-centredness, so to speak, is what we are invited
into in a life of worship. We have the opportunity,
through God’s transforming of our lives, to stop
demanding that people revolve around us and rather to
centre our lives on God, letting Him be the weightiest
consideration in our lives as we seek to present ourselves
as living sacrifices – our spiritual service of worship.

William Temple rightly said, ‘Worship is the submission
of all our nature to God. It is the quickening of the
conscience by His holiness; the nourishment of mind with
His truth; the purifying of imagination by His beauty; the
opening of the heart to His love; the surrender of will to
His purpose—all this gathered up in adoration, the most
selfless emotion of which our nature is capable.’23

Worship, ascribing to Him worth, is really our ultimate
response to God. It is not simply an external act (though
our corporate worship as the people of God is surely the
highest of expressions of worship), but is a continual
posture of heart towards our Creator and Redeemer; a
way of life that places Him at the centre, and from which
praise, thankfulness, sacrifice and obedience flow.

References:

(1) 2 Sam. 1:2  (2) John 4:21-
24  (3) Deut. 10:12  (4) Mat.
15:1,9; Mark 7:7  (5) Acts
13:43; 16:14  (6) Ex. 8:1
(7) Is. 19:21  (8) Acts 7:7
(9) Mat. 15: 7-9  (10) Gen.
22:1-5  (11) Heb. 11:17-19
(12) Gen. 12:1-3; 15:4-5
(13) Job 1:18-19  (14) See
Job 1:1,5,8  (15) Job 1:21
(16) Rom. 12:1-2  (17) Rom.
12:9-21  (18) Col. 3:2; Phil.
4:8 (19) Rom. 11:36  (20)
John 17:1  (21) John 13:31-
32; 17:5; Heb. 1:5-13
(22) John 16:14  (23) Wm.
Temple, Readings in St
John’s Gospel, Macmillan
1945.
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It was the preacher in Ecclesiastes 3, who said that there
is a time to keep silence, and a time to speak.1

Malachi was raised up by God to speak to the nation of
Israel in a period of declension, and he could not keep
silent, but simply had to speak out the oracle (or burden,
RV) of the word of the LORD.2

This was to be the last word from God to His chosen
nation for about 400 years, until the coming of the
messenger of the covenant,3 the Lord, who would be like
a refiner’s fire and purifier of silver4 to purify and refine
His people so that their offerings would be pleasing to
God again.

Again? So was God not finding pleasure in His people?
No! Far from it! These were dark days in Israel’s history;
days of nominal service, cold hearts and blind eyes.

Malachi prophesied to Judah after their return from
Babylon, which took place in successive stages over
roughly a century starting at approximately 536 BC. The
Northern Kingdom as an entity, who had previously been
known as ‘Israel’, did not return from Assyrian exile; the
remnant of Judah who came back from Babylon are now
described as ‘Israel’.5 The remnant here was the small
number of faithful Jews of all tribes who responded to
God’s call to return from captivity.

Is the prophecy just a message for its own time? In
Galatians 6:16, God’s new covenant people, made up of
Jews and Gentiles, is described as the Israel of God. So
we listen to see if it is relevant in our own time, too, and
to each one of us personally.

The format of Malachi’s prophecy is a dialogue between
God and His people. In response to God’s words to them,
they had many questions and God answered them. The
Spirit of God, speaking through Malachi, was able to
assess and diagnose the condition of the hearts of the
people, and the questions they asked reflected the low
state into which they had fallen. God’s desire was to bring
about repentance and revival – needed then, and now, if
we are honest!

“I have loved you,” was God’s opening statement, and
how hurtful to Him to hear the people’s reply: “How have
you loved us?”6 They had been chosen by God over Esau
in sovereign grace to fulfil God’s purposes, and it had not
been because of anything commendable in them. Nothing
could frustrate God’s plans. Esau’s descendants who
formed the nation of Edom, despite their resistance,
would be judged by God for their sin against Israel, and
cease. (Visit the ruins of Petra in Jordan for graphic proof

of God’s faithfulness in keeping His word in chapter 1,
verse 4).

How reassuring to us today to know that we who, by
grace, have been chosen in Christ before the foundation of
the world7 have a God who is a covenant-keeping God.
Even if we are faithless, He remains faithful to His own
character and purpose; that’s the nature of our great God.8

But Israel could not see all of this; they had forgotten
God’s covenant promises and based their judgement on
the prevailing circumstances of the time. As a small
remnant, they felt their weakness. So how could God be
for them? They needed their eyes to be opened!

Malachi had a hard message from God for the priests.
God said that they despised His name. “How have we
despised your name?” was their reply.9

It was evident in the quality of their offerings. Far from
giving their best, they brought blind, lame and sick
animals as their sacrifices. Did they think God couldn’t
see? What they gave reflected the value they put upon the
person to whom they gave. No wonder God was offended.

How much time and effort do I put into my offerings of
praise and worship? Are they truly ‘sacrifices’? And does
my weekly giving to the Lord reflect a heart that is truly
grateful for all He has poured out for me? Am I giving my
best?

Guy Jarvie, writing in NT magazine in 1948, said about
Israel in Malachi’s day: ‘Positionally they were at the
place, but conditionally, alas, they were far away in
heart.’10 This is an ever-present danger for God’s people.

If the priests did not repent and reform, they would be
cursed; in fact God had already cursed them, by
withdrawing blessings.11 In chapter 2 verses 4-7, God
paints the picture of what He looked for in Levi, with

Lessons from the minor prophets

Malachi
The prophet with a wake-up call
Gilbert Grierson, Knocknacloy, N.Ireland

We have a God who is a covenant-
keeping God.



7

whom He had made a covenant. A priest was to fear and
reverence God, give true instruction, speak truth, walk in
peace and uprightness,12 turn many from iniquity, guard
knowledge, and seek instruction from God.

God’s ideals are very high, and He has not lowered the
bar for His priests today. That humbles the writer of this
article, as the Spirit of God searches his heart to reveal
how far short he often falls!

In chapter 2, Malachi tells Israel that they had wearied
God with their words. And when they protested, “How
have we wearied him?” His answer was that they were
accusing God of delighting in evil doers and being
unjust.13 They were making serious charges against God!

But not all received God’s condemnation, and we read in
chapter 3 that there were still some – a remnant of a
remnant, we might say – who feared the LORD, who
spoke with one another.14 God knew, and had a book of
remembrance written with their names. They were His
personal possession, and He would spare them as a man
spares his son who serves him.15 It will be very clear in a
future day who the righteous and the wicked were! The
day will declare it.

The book of Malachi closes with the announcement of
that future day, a day of judgement for the wicked, but for
you who fear my name, the sun of righteousness will rise
with healing in its wings.16

His announcement of the coming Messiah, the one who
would suddenly come to his temple17 should have had the
effect of causing the people of God to repent, to turn their
spiritual eyes upward, and to look expectantly and wait

(like Simeon in Luke 2) for the consolation of Israel. The
promised sun of righteousness – the one who would come
to heal them of their sins by His wounds received at
Calvary.18

“How shall we return?” the people had asked God in
chapter 3. This was in answer to God’s loving
commandment, “Return to me and I will return to you,
says the LORD of Hosts.”19 Unbelieving Israel, as a
nation, have still not returned and have yet to repent and
receive Him whom they despised and rejected.20 That day
will come! What will their acceptance mean but life from
the dead?21 On that day the prophecy in Malachi chapter
4 verses 2-3 will be fully realised. What joy!

In conclusion, there is nothing ‘minor’ in Malachi’s
prophecies! His themes include God’s sovereignty, God’s
amazing love, His inevitable judgement against sin and
assessment of Israel’s condition with hard, searching
words for the priests, a passionate call to get right with
God, and to “bring the full tithe into the storehouse.”22

John Blanchard, in his book on the minor prophets, wrote,
‘It is possible to read Malachi in less than ten minutes –
but it is impossible to read it comfortably, as its message
is as powerfully disturbing now as when it was first
written.’23

Today also we must not keep silent; it’s a time to speak.
God burdened His prophet Malachi with a timely
message. His name translates as ‘my messenger’. The
apostle Paul was burdened in his day with God’s message
of salvation for all who would believe. His burden was to
testify to the gospel of the grace of God.24

Are we burdened today to pass the message on?

Malachi, the last book in our Old Testament,
contains a vital message from God to Israel. At the
close of our New Testament Scriptures, we hear the
apostle John’s exhortation to disciples of the Lord
Jesus Christ, which is still vitally important today:

And now, little children, abide in him, so that when
he appears we may have confidence and not shrink
from him in shame at his coming. If you know that
he is righteous, you may be sure that everyone who
practices righteousness has been born of him.25

References:

(1) Eccles. 3:7  (2) Mal. 1:1  (3) Mal. 3:1  (4) Mal.
3:2-3  (5) Mal. 1:1  (6) Mal. 1:2  (7) Eph. 1:4  (8) 2
Tim. 2:12-13  (9) Mal. 1:6  (10) p77  (11) Mal. 2:2
(12) Mal. 2:6  (13) Mal. 2:17  (14) Mal. 3:16
(15) Mal. 3:17  (16) Mal. 4:2   (17) Mal. 3:1
(18) Is. 53:5; 1 Pet. 2:24  (19) Mal. 3:7  (20) Is.
53:3  (21) Rom. 11:15  (22) Mal. 3:10
(23) Blanchard, J., Major Points from the Minor
Prophets, E.P. Books, 2012. P.255  (24) Acts 20:24
(25) 1 John 2:28-29
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Violence, epitomized in war, has sadly been a
central part of the human experience since Cain first
used violence to resolve a dispute between him and
his brother.1

At the most fundamental level, participation in war as a
member of the military is an act of violence that threatens
to take the life of an opponent in order to resolve a
dispute, and while many may respect and venerate those
who serve in the military, the Christian must approach
this matter with care and scriptural diligence.

The Biblical perspective on military service is an
interesting one, in that we can see clear commands for
Christians to be peaceful2 and yet we see other instances
where the Lord commands His people to wage war.3
Which command prevails for the believer today?

It is important to note the distinction between the context
for each of these passages, given that the calls to military
action are found when God’s people were a nation state in
the traditional sense, forced to interact with other nations
and vulnerable to attack, invasion and violence
themselves. As a result, the people of Israel had to engage
in military action with the surrounding nations, in some
cases preemptively attacking those who may threaten
them in the future. There were times when God called
them to war to accomplish His purposes. Deuteronomy
9:4 and Leviticus 18:24 indicate that God used the
Israelites as the instrument of His judgement on
unrighteous nations, after considerable longsuffering in
the face of their unrepentant and abhorrent behaviour,
such as child sacrifice and demon worship.

By contrast, God’s people today are a spiritual nation
living in the day of grace, with citizenship in heaven4 that
cannot be challenged or defeated by the powers of this
world.5 The words of the Lord Jesus, whom we follow
and seek to emulate, are key: “My kingdom is not of this
world. If my kingdom were of this world, my servants
would have been fighting”.6 Our heavenly citizenship is
of far greater value than anything this world offers, and
our time here is temporary compared with eternity.
Another point that should weigh heavily with us is the
guidance of 1 Corinthians 7:23 to avoid situations that
bind us to act against our will.

Ecclesiastes 3:8 reminds us that there is a time for both
war and peace, and that the sovereign Lord has all things

in His control. Moreover, as the eternal judge, He is able
to redress apparent unfairness to individuals on earth,
when the innocent are caught up with the guilty as God
deals with nations. His commands to the individual
believer now are clear: we are to be peacemakers,
exemplifying the lifestyle of humility and grace, living
out the command to ‘turn the other cheek’.7 For a
Christian, to serve in the military would mean being part
of an organization whose purpose is to use violence and
death (or such threats) to accomplish a nation’s aims – a
purpose that is fundamentally contrary to God’s wishes
for a believer today. We must therefore be ready to suffer
for refusing to answer a call to military service, even if it
could mean prison, rejection by former colleagues or
victimization of our loved ones. War widows may
reasonably ask why we are not prepared to risk our lives,
yet expect to enjoy the benefits of protection and freedom
that others risk theirs to secure for us. Any response will
be hollow if we are not prepared to offer to undertake
non-military assignments that carry risk to our lives too,
and demonstrate empathy and Christian care.

From a scriptural perspective, the Lord’s call is clear: to
be peacemakers through humility and submission, not
war-makers through violence and strength. This is not to
say that we should not be subject to the governments who
rule over us should they declare war on another nation,8
but our responsibility as believers is to subject ourselves
to those in rightful authority while remaining true to the
one who is sovereign over all – the Prince of Peace. Our
subjection should therefore be prayerful and peaceful;
bowing knees rather than taking up arms when faced with
opposition. In all this we can be comforted in the security
of our heavenly citizenship and our Captain’s ultimate
victory over evil.

References:

(1) Gen. 4:8  (2) Mat. 5:9; Mark 9:50; 2 Cor. 13:11; Lev.
19:18  (3) Deut. 33:27, Josh. 9:24, 1 Sam. 15:2-3
(4) Phil. 3:20  (5) Rom. 8:39  (6) John 18:36  (7) Mat.
5:38-42  (8) Rom. 13:1
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Attitudes to …

Military Service
Ben Jones, Hamilton, Canada

At the time of writing, people worldwide are
reeling from the terrorist attacks in Paris – the
latest in a long string of violence between
nations and extremist groups.
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NT:  Can you provide some
general background about your
life leading to you becoming a
Christian?
I grew up as a normal kid in a
Muslim family with almost all that I
desired, except peace of mind. My
father provided food, shelter and
clothes. His children’s education was
the priority on his agenda. He made
sure that we did our school
homework and assisted us with
studies on a regular basis. My father
enrolled me into an Islamic
institution, where I was taught about
all the ‘holy books’, especially the
Quran, the Oneness of God
Almighty, and the prophets in the
scriptures. However, I learned little
about salvation by grace through our
Lord Jesus Christ.

When I later was admitted to an Art
College, I was glad to leave the
house and explore the world around
me. I graduated in 1992 and
established an art gallery in Lagos
(in one of my father’s properties). I
was financially successful and most
of my friends envied me. Although
most of my friends proclaimed
Christianity as their faith, their
lifestyle was not Christ-like.

In 1995 my father destroyed my art
gallery while I was out of the
country. I determined to seek
revenge!  However, I was invited to
a church by a friend of mine (John
Ndupu), and there I heard the good
news about confession, forgiveness
and ultimately the ‘salvation of my
soul’. I must confess it was not an
easy thing to let go of the things of
this world; however, I needed
someone I could trust with my life
and I found that person in Christ
Jesus. For the first time in my life, I
was truly free – from the fear of
being abandoned by parents, fear of
persecutions, fear of been denied
basic necessities of life, and above
all, fear of not entering heaven
because inasmuch as I had tried my

best to live a righteous life
according to the teachings
of the holy Quran, I still
remained a sinner and
struggled with sin daily.

I realized that my earthly
father could not save me nor
meet my spiritual needs, and
neither could the
government of my country.
But the Lord said to me,
“Come to me, all you who
are weary and burdened,
and I will give you rest”
(Mat. 11:28).

NT:  If you had to guide
people in how to be effective in
reaching Muslims for Christ,
what would you bring to their
attention?
Your life is the mirror through which
anybody, including Muslims, could
see Christ and the calling of God.
Most people only proclaim Christ
with their lips but their heart is far
from the teachings of Jesus Christ.
The average Christian is scared of
anything Islamic; as such, these
resentments are often written all over
their face and attitude.

Reaching out to Muslims is not easy.
There are numerous cultural
differences that have been widened
by false stereotypes and propaganda
over the centuries. Respect for one
another is crucial and the ability to
speak only the truth about the things
you are sure of from the Scriptures.

A traditional face-to-face meeting is
still the best. Literature provides
good materials for study, but may
well not be trusted.

Pray for the guidance of the Holy
Spirit to humble the heart as you
speak.

You need to show genuine care,
sincerity, and humility.

Be aware it is a general belief
amongst those of Islamic faith that
once a child deviates from the

religion of his/her father, such a
child must be completely cut off
physically, financially and spiritually
(I was completely cut off from any
form of parental support). Most
people in Africa and undeveloped
nations depend on parental and
community support for almost
everything in their lives and this
often affects their decisions in any
life-changing events.

NT: What are the three biggest
‘No-no’s in attempts to
evangelize Muslims?
1. Do not identify the gospel of our
Lord Jesus Christ with Western
culture or moral values. Christ died
for all!

2. Do not give up on Muslims
around the world simply because of
their geographic location. God can
reach out to anybody anywhere
regardless of race, culture
differences, creed or gender. Nobody
is beyond God’s salvation.

3. Do not impose western values,
ideology or expectations on average
Muslims; they are just a different
breed!

“For God so loved the world that he
gave his one and only Son, that
whoever believes in him shall not
perish but have eternal life.” (John
3:16).

Truly free
An interview with Ade Kukoyi, Littleton, USA
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You might be rather shocked at the description of Sabbath
observance as a deviation from the Christian faith – don’t
really pious Christians keep the Sabbath strictly? Children
of my father’s and grandfather’s generation were
restricted in what they could do on a Sunday to ‘keep the
Sabbath day holy’.1 Yet before we deplore a decline in
standards we should consider what Scripture actually
teaches.

The Old Covenant
At the very beginning Scripture says that on the seventh
day God finished his work that he had done, and he rested
on the seventh day from all his work that he had done. So
God blessed the seventh day and made it holy, because on
it God rested from all his work that he had done in
creation.2 This is what is called an ‘anthropomorphism’ -
describing God as if He were a man – because, of course,
God doesn’t need a rest. However, people do, and God’s
instructions to His people included many instructions to
keep sabbaths; not only the weekly seventh day, but on a
number of feast days. The word ‘sabbath’ occurs 33 times
in the Pentateuch (of the ESV), and it is several times
described as a Sabbath of solemn rest, holy to the LORD.
Any who broke it by working were to be put to death.3

Why did God ordain this? Part of the reason, of course,
was that the day was holy to the Lord, and it gave the
people the opportunity to worship him free of daily cares,
but partly it was to give everyone a respite from daily
work. God said, the seventh day is a Sabbath to the LORD
your God. On it you shall not do any work, you, or your
son, or your daughter, your male servant, or your female
servant, or your livestock, or the sojourner who is within
your gates.4 Remember that in those days there were
many slaves (‘bondservants’ in the old versions of
Scripture) who were regarded as property, and their
masters could be literally ‘slave-drivers’, trying to get as
much work out of them as they could. Thus the Lord

Jesus, picking out this second reason, said, The Sabbath
was made for man, not man for the Sabbath.5

Religious rules always offer the opportunity for
hypocrisy, and the Gospels give some examples of this.
For instance, on one occasion the hungry disciples picked
some ears of corn and rubbed them in their hands so that
they could eat the kernels.6 The Pharisees criticised the
Lord for permitting them to do ‘work’ on the Sabbath –
yet they themselves had many subterfuges by which they
could avoid nominal breaches of the Law. They criticised
Him for doing the good deed of healing on the Sabbath,
although they themselves would rescue their property.7
The ordinance itself was good, but it was perverted by
formalistic practitioners into a burden.8

The New Covenant
The Lord Jesus Himself instituted the New Covenant,9
which superseded many of the practices of the Old. The
institution of the covenant itself gave no details about its
implications, but Scripture expands on its benefits
particularly in the Letter to the Hebrews, which might be
expected, since they were the beneficiaries of the Old
Covenant. It is important to recognise that the New
Testament did not simply render the Old obsolete and
irrelevant, but the whole of Scripture contains the
developing self-revelation of God to man. For instance,
God over the centuries taught His people the necessity of
the shedding of blood in animal sacrifices, and the
Pentateuch contains detailed instructions about doing this
through all their generations. However, chapter 9 of
Hebrews shows how the requirement for repeated
sacrifices was subsumed in the greater and final sacrifice
of Christ Himself; the New Covenant was a ‘better
covenant’, enacted on ‘better promises’.10 We cannot here
discuss the differences between the covenants, but we can
note that God, who gives these covenant promises, has the
right to offer something which has greater benefits. It is as

Deviations from the Christian faith

Sabbath observance
Peter Hickling, Cromer, England
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In the New Testament, the
word ‘week’ is a translation of
the word for ‘sabbath.’ It’s plain
to see that three ‘sabbaths’
carried the meaning of three
weeks (see Acts 17:2).
Translation has to follow
context to ascertain meaning.
The ‘first day of the sabbath’
[literally] can only mean the
‘first day of the week.’

‘The first day of the week’ is …
● when Christ was resurrected (Mark 16:2)
● when the disciples assembled with the resurrected Lord (John

20:19)
● when the gathering at Pentecost took place (Acts 2:1; cp. Lev.

23:16 – ‘the day after the … sabbath’)
● when congregational collections were made (1 Cor. 16:1-2)
●presented more literally as ‘the day of assembling [of the

disciples] to break the bread’ (Acts 20:7) – the construction
makes it tantamount to an adjective: the assembling day.
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though you had a job paying £30,000 a year and your boss
offered you £50,000 with better conditions! The faith of
those who lived under the Old Covenant was expressed in
the law of commandments expressed in ordinances,11 but that
has been abolished through the sacrifice of Christ.

Our particular focus is on the question of the observance of
the Sabbath, and there our principal guide must be what the
new Christians actually did. In practice Christians no longer
observed the sabbath, but came together on the first day of
the week12 (our Sunday), because that was the day on which
the Lord Jesus had risen from the dead. There was, of
course, considerable controversy about whether Gentile
believers should have to submit to Jewish ordinances,
centring particularly on the matter of circumcision, but that
was resolved by the Jerusalem conference of Acts 15, where
James summed up my judgement is that we should not
trouble those of the Gentiles who turn to God, but should
write to them to abstain from the things polluted by idols,
and from sexual immorality, and from what has been
strangled, and from blood.13 There was some controversy,
too, about the observance of days; Paul wrote, one person
esteems one day as better than another, while another
esteems all days alike. Each one should be fully convinced in
his own mind.14 The only particular title for a day, occurring
twice in the New Testament is the adjective kuriakos,
translated in Revelation 1:10 as the Lord’s day.

It is apparent that there is no scriptural instruction for
Christians to keep the sabbath (Saturday), and therefore it
would be wrong to insist that it should be done, but it would
be equally wrong to put out of our minds the setting aside of
a day for the worship and service of God. We live in a
primarily secular society, and if it is apparent that we regard
some time as the Lord’s time it will be as effective a witness
as speech.

References: (1) Ex. 20:8  (2) Gen. 2:2-3  (3) Ex. 35:2
(4) Ex. 20:10  (5) Mark 2:27  (6) Luke 6:1  (7) Mat. 12:11
(8) Mat. 23:4  (9) Luke 22:20  (10) Heb. 8:6  (11) Eph. 2:15
(12) Acts 20:7  (13) Acts 15:19-20  (14) Rom. 14:5
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The following are excerpts from a previous
article in NT (Issue 4, 2010) by James
Needham:
On the seventh day, the people of God both shared
God’s rest and remembered their own which came
in redemption from His hand. By the grace of God,
all were to be ‘refreshed’ in Him, literally ‘taking
breath’ from the toil which sin had brought to the
earth.

On the last day of the week, the Sabbath had been
about looking back on a finished work with restful
satisfaction. On the first day of the week – the day
on which the last enemy was vanquished – the
breaking of the bread looks forward through
sorrowful remembrance to the glorious hope of all
that His work has accomplished, which shall be
revealed throughout the eternal ages and was
secured by His resurrection on the first day of the
week.

In [the Lord’s Supper], similarities could be seen
with the Jewish Sabbath: it was a weekly assembly;
a remembrance of a finished work of redemption
which affected all creation; and it was something
commanded by and for God. As to the Sabbath, it
was a shadow, here was the substance which ‘is of
Christ’… [But] for all the similarities between the
Sabbath and the breaking of the bread, it is in the
collective rest of the people of God that the shadow
truly finds its substance.

Matthew 11 speaks of rest for the sinner and rest for
the servant; Hebrews 4 presents Sabbath-rest for the
people of God who Christ Himself leads in their
obedience of faith into God’s dwelling to worship
Him for His Son, so powerfully portrayed in the loaf
and cup.

The Sabbath initially marked a finished creation; our
Sabbath-rest now marks a perfect redemption in
which God rests once more, perfectly satisfied with
the work of Calvary. Again, He calls men to share
His rest, no more a shadow of good things to come,
but entering into the very presence of God in the
sanctuary, a prelude only to the rest which is
eternally ours in Christ.
For the entire article see Needham, JT, The Lord’s
Supper, Back to Basics, Hayes Press 2014, p.49

In the Old Testament, the special relationship
between the Sabbath observance and Israel is made
explicit:
'So the sons of Israel shall observe the sabbath, to
celebrate the sabbath throughout their generations
as a perpetual covenant.' (Ex. 31:16 NASB)
"It is a sign between Me and the sons of Israel
forever; for in six days the LORD made heaven and
earth, but on the seventh day He ceased from labor,
and was refreshed." (Ex. 31:17 NASB)

In the New Testament, 9 of the 10 commandments
(Ex. 20:1-17) are endorsed or confirmed – all except
Sabbath Day observance.

11
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In Genesis 43 Jacob suggested that his sons go back to
Egypt for food and with them take a present to the lord of
the land. Had he realized just who the lord was, what the
eventual outcome would be, all that was involved in
giving, would he have suggested a little balm, a little
honey, a little anything? Would he not have given all that
he had, himself included?1 We are given the tremendous
opportunity to give to the Lord of heaven, the one for
whom, through whom and to whom are all things. Are we
still fixated on a little?

Of those noble saints in Macedonia Paul records: they
first gave themselves to the Lord.2 That is where giving to
God must begin. Giving will not make a Christian more
spiritual. Spirituality, however, may well lead to giving.
And where spirituality is lacking, God has no use for
conscience money, money given to make up for spiritual
shortcomings. God does not need our money.3 The earth
is the Lord’s and all it contains.4 He gives us the
opportunity to give so that He might abundantly bless us
with more, both here and hereafter.5 “Give, and it will be
given to you…good measure—pressed down, shaken
together, and running over. For by your standard of
measure it will be measured to you in return.” 6

The Bible gives some very practical guidelines about
giving to God. Here are a few: Poverty is not an excuse
not to give. Again the Macedonian churches are cited as
examples: …their deep poverty overflowed in the wealth
of their liberality.7 And the poor widow who gave so
generously to the treasury as the Lord looked on, stands
out as a shining example to us all.8 The Lord still watches
the treasury! Nevertheless, Scripture also teaches balance
in the matter. A person should not go into debt in order to
give to God. Paul teaches clearly that …it is acceptable
according to what a person has, not according to what he
does not have.9 He also makes clear that giving is to be as
a person may prosper.10 But we are often amazed how
prosperity follows that initial giving. God remains debtor
to no one.

Another of the guidelines discusses our attitude in giving.
God loves a cheerful giver.11 This goes along with the
willing spirit that God so desires. In the Old Testament
Israel met the standard: Then the people rejoiced because
they had offered so willingly, for they made their offering
to the LORD with a whole heart, and King David also
rejoiced greatly.12

1 Chronicles 29 has several pertinent things to say about
the subject at hand.  Verse 12: “Both riches and honour
come from You…and it lies in Your hand to make great
and to strengthen everyone.” Verse 14: “Who am I and
who are my people that we should be able to offer as

generously as this? For all things come from You, and
from Your hand we have given You.” God gives; we are
blessed; and then we are doubly blessed in giving. In the
New Testament, Paul rejoiced when individuals and
churches rose to their God-given responsibilities.13 And in
both Old and New Testaments God was well-pleased.

God also leaves instruction that privacy should be a
motivating factor in our  generosity. “Beware of
practising your righteousness before men to be noticed by
them; otherwise you have no reward with your Father
who is in heaven.” The Lord Jesus then spoke on and in
the next few verses Matthew records for us just how that
is to affect our giving. Notice that the Lord does not say,
‘if’ you give in these verses, but ‘when’ you give, and He
uses the often quoted phrase “do not let your left hand
know what your right hand is doing” and finishes by
stating, “…your giving will be in secret; and your Father
who sees what is done in secret will reward you.”14

Tied in with this is also the subject of humility in giving.
When Israel offered their first fruits the offerers came in
remembrance of where they had originated, the hole of
the pit from whence they had been extricated, expressed

Giving

Giving to God
Edwin Neely, Brantford, Canada

We are given the tremendous
opportunity to give to the Lord of
heaven, the one for whom, through
whom and to whom are all things. Are
we still fixated on a little?
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their thankfulness at the beneficence of God, and in
worship presented their physical bounty and their spiritual
sacrifices as well, rejoicing in their God-given ability to
give.15

Notice that what they were commanded to bring was the
tithe, ten per cent of their prosperity. While we are not so
bound in this day of grace, that commandment was never
rescinded. Our joy should be that we are not limited to the
tithe, and any restrictions of income tax laws and benefits
should not enter the equation at all.

Another matter that this portion brings to our attention is
that giving to God should be of the first fruits of His
bounty to us, not the leftovers when all else has been
cared for. A brilliant example of God’s way of doing
things is seen in 1 Kings 17:7-14. A widow with little to
give and in great distress is asked first to supply to God’s
prophet, Elisha, the last morsel that she possessed. Her
faithfulness in doing so was rewarded by God, her jar of
oil and bowl of flour not failing until the famine that
plagued the land had subsided. Honor the LORD from
your wealth and from the first of all your produce; so
your barns will be filled with plenty and your vats will
overflow with new wine.16 It is probably true in your case,
as in mine, that there are those in our churches with
deeper pockets and bigger hearts than we have, and
perhaps seemingly fewer fiscal problems. That should in
no way influence the subject of our giving. We are not
called upon to sit back and let others do what is necessary.
We are to do our part, however that compares with what
others may give.

Now this I say, writes Paul, he who sows sparingly will
also reap sparingly, and he who sows bountifully will also
reap bountifully.17 The God who knows all about
bountiful giving also knows all about bountiful
rewarding. As in our secular handling of finance, we will
probably find that systematic giving is helpful in keeping
us on track. Paul instructed the Corinthians to weekly set
aside their givings, saving them for the appropriate
time, as the Lord prospered them.18 Some orderly
method of giving might also assist us in our striving
to please the One who gave so freely for us.

Some practical lessons might be taken from the
financial business world. The use of credit cards and
bank debit cards has mushroomed in recent years, so
that in some areas there is practically a cashless
society. The fact is when we use a credit card we are
for the moment spending someone else’s money, and
somehow we have less difficulty doing that than
spending our own. We need to ask ourselves whose
money we are handling anyway. We get used to
thinking of my pay cheque, my pocket money, my
bank account, when we should realize that whatever
possessions that we handle are only in our hands
because they have been placed under our
stewardship. What do you have that you did not
receive? asks Paul. And if you did receive it, why do
you boast as if you had not received it?19 Moses said,
“Otherwise, you may say in your heart, ‘My power

and the strength of my hand made me this wealth.’ But
you shall remember the LORD your God, for it is He who
is giving you power to make wealth.”20 It is true that
control of that wealth is in our hands meantime, but so is
the responsibility to disperse it to the glory of God.21 The
talent hidden in the handkerchief receives no reward;
indeed, the mishandling of the Lord’s money brings
judgment.22

Paul points out that anything done without love as the
motivator is valueless in the sight of God.23 Someone has
also added that it is possible to give without love, but it is
impossible to love without giving. Pursue love!24 Both
Matthew and Luke quoted Christ:  “…you cannot serve
God and wealth.” 25 But we can serve God with our
money.  The Lord also said, “It is more blessed to give
than to receive.” 26 The sheer number of scriptures on this
subject of giving should waken us to greater
responsibility!

Herbert Lockyer tells the story of the prosperous farmer
who was questioned by his neighbours about how he
could give so freely, yet always have more to give. His
response was that the answer was easy. “I keep shovelling
into God’s barn and He keeps shovelling into mine. He
has the bigger shovel!”
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He who sows sparingly will also reap
sparingly, and he who sows bountifully
will also reap bountifully.
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What are the busiest places you know? Two might
quickly come to mind: hospital accident &
emergency waiting rooms, or airport lounges. (Why
they call the latter ‘lounges’ is not obvious today,
when it is standing room only!) Very busy, yet
sometimes lonely places. Some Christ-like fellow-
sufferers busy themselves there by bringing the
gospel message to weary hearts.1

In the SARS (severe acute respiratory syndrome) of
2002/3 and its echo in 2012/13 travel restrictions
began to be applied, and travellers from affected
regions became subject to stringent medical checks
on arrival elsewhere. Many will recall the similar
concerns related to the Ebola crisis of the past few
years. Hospitals became places to avoid. Some
airports would have become quiet rather than busy
places. A smattering of medical volunteers, including
self-sacrificing Christians demonstrating thought
processes modelled on Christ,2 replaced thronging
business travellers and tourists on the incoming passenger
lists. Now we learn that superbugs have emerged that are
resistant to all known antibiotics. If these show epidemic
potential we can expect airport closures, controls on all
forms of cross border transportation, and hospitals may
control entry to waiting rooms again. Megachurches may
find their giant auditoriums empty.

Most travellers or hospital visitors would in fact like to be
the only person receiving their needed service! Likewise
we now see a ‘refugee crisis’ with some similar problems
as terrorists, masquerading as refugees, scare people away
from sharing with those in real need. No one wants to be a
refugee any more than they wish to succumb to a
superbug. People in such groups do want to find a place
of safety, but those not affected by their problem may
prefer a solution that isolates them, preferably far, far
away! Yet part of our Christian make-up should lead us to
empathize rather than desire to isolate.3

Necessary isolation may however respond to an
individual need. In Leviticus we learn about God’s
requirements of Israelites in the case of horrific skin
diseases. They should have been immune to such things.
“If you will diligently listen to the voice of the LORD your
God, and do that which is right in his eyes, and give ear
to his commandments and keep all his statutes, I will put
none of the diseases on you that I put on the Egyptians,
for I am the LORD, your healer”.4 But when they failed,
God imposed isolation on those found ‘unclean’, without
distinction as to the sufferer’s background.5 God also
gave very detailed instruction through Moses to be
applied if someone recovered from the disease. Yet we
can confidently say there would not be a throng of people
keeping the priests busy with these provisions. The Lord
Jesus summed up history on this point by saying: “And

there were many lepers in Israel in the time of the prophet
Elisha, and none of them was cleansed, but only Naaman
the Syrian.”6 Doubtless the priests would have had to
consult their scrolls when lepers cured by the Son of God
uniquely came to them to fulfil the law of Moses.7 They
would not be ready for crowds needing that service. Sin is
a worse disease. Are we surprised when we experience
sinners being converted to Christ? Do we know how to
react?

Christianity spread globally in times when international
travel was a relative rarity and quite risky. But witnesses
to Christ’s resurrection wanted everyone else to know,
and any and every busy place provided opportunity to
testify. Trying to stop them by persecution and isolation
didn’t work. Paul wrote effectively, even from prison.
Eventually the movement went underground, but faith
remained strong and wise witness continued to grow.

Can we envisage how our church would function globally
if it was constrained by ‘no-go’ laws and if access to the
public square or even social media postings were denied?
Would our current evangelism model still work?
Churches can become reliant on activities focused on
addressing crowds. Are we still strong in gospel witness,8
or are we losing that capability through lack of practice.
The New Atheists would like to brand all religion as a
harmful disease, to be isolated and repressed. But genuine
conversion is a divine work that cannot be silenced.9 It is
our ‘business’ to bring that message to all.10
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Best to be busy?
Geoff Hydon, Mount Forest, Canada
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Living with …

Dementia
Brian Johnston, Leigh, England

For the last eight or more years of my mother’s life, she
suffered from impaired cognitive ability due to
Alzheimer’s. Routine tasks she’d always handled
skilfully could now turn out unpredictably. In order to
manage the changes she would have to face – change
being disorientating – we coordinated support for her so
that she could remain in her own home for as long as
possible. However, later, when locking doors, switching
off the cooker, managing her money and interacting with
callers became a safety concern, we felt we had little
alternative but to facilitate her move into a local nursing
home specialising in dementia care.

It was from the cross, while dying, that our Lord
delegated the care of his mother to one of his most
trusted disciples.1 Some relatives of dementia sufferers
make the decision to take on the burden of their care, but
it’s worth at least asking the question if this is what’s
best for us or if it truly is what’s best for our loved one.
Their care is very demanding and, if taken on personally,
can result in stressful competing priorities in wider
family and other commitments. If a place in a suitable
specialist facility can be found in the area which the
dementia patient has already become accustomed to,
disorientating change can be limited. We found that it
accommodated visits and other helpful support by
longstanding church friends – the value of which cannot
be over-estimated. Those who scarcely miss a week in
years of loyal visitation show a high level of Christian
friendship indeed, and it is a service to Christ Himself.

In my mother’s case, once she was moved away from her
home environment that had become so challenging, the
chief symptom of her condition was the multiple
repetition of the same question, while retaining the ability
to recognize family and close friends, and to be ready
with a quip in bantering with the care staff. We had
carefully researched available care homes, and when, in
hers, my mother wanted to wear the same favourite
blouse daily, it would be washed overnight; the trained
care staff recognised the necessity for stability and for the
patient to remain calm. Respect and empathy are central
to Christian caring, and treating the dementia sufferer in
this way, with practical, compassionate care, is no soft
option.

Other patients relive their past, and ask awkward
questions about deceased loved ones, as if they are still
waiting for them to return home. If the dementia sufferer
is confronted with reality about these situations, it can
cause distress. This is the Christian carer’s dilemma:
playing along with such ‘misperceptions’ would in any
other situation be called deception. At other times, the
carer can also be faced with embarrassment at the
dementia sufferer’s changing behaviours.

In all this, we may reflect on the fact that one’s life is a
journey from one state of dependency to another, which
should not be thought of as involving any loss of human
dignity. We’re no less dignified if and when we again
become dependent on others as in the time of our
infancy. Professor Wyatt says: ‘the Christian view of
human nature [as] created in God’s image provides a
stability of human identity – and significance –
throughout the whole of life, whatever events may befall.
Even if my cortex is damaged, or my brain starts to
malfunction, or I become confused and disorientated, I
will still be me, a unique person, known and loved by
others, and ultimately by God himself.’2

Alzheimer’s has been called ‘the long goodbye’. Why the
lingering and apparent loss of the quality of life that’s
entailed in the Alzheimer’s condition? The biblical
Joseph watched his father die impressively; and in turn
emulated his faith in the face of death.3 Could it be that
we, the living, learn from the dying? We learn to
embrace limitations. In doing so, we’re following the
Lord’s example. Philippians chapter 2 describes how he
stepped down from the magnificence of His pre-existence
in heaven to embrace our humanity. For Him, it was the
restraining – not the reduction – of His divine powers as
He entered into humanity to heroically confront death.
For us, it’s the decline of physical powers and decay of
cognitive abilities.

A Presbyterian minister has written from his own
experience of Alzheimer’s: ‘In my rational moments I am
still me. Alzheimer’s disease is like a reverse ageing
process … First the memories go, then perceptions,
feelings, knowledge and in the last stage, our ability to
talk and to take care of our most basic human needs …
At this stage while I still have some control of thoughts
and feelings, I must learn to take on the role of the infant
in order to make use of whatever gifts are left to me …
Perhaps the journey that takes me away from reality into
the blackness of that place of the blank, emotionless,
unmoving Alzheimer’s stare is in reality a journey into
the richest depths of God’s love that few have
experienced on earth.’4

What I do know, on the basis of the Bible,5 is that my
mother has journeyed now to that deeper reality, and is
conscious of blessedness. It is well with her by God’s
grace.

References: (1) John 19:27  (2) Wyatt,J.Matters of Life &
Death, IVP p.235-7  (3) Heb. 11:22  (4) Davies, Robert,
My Journey into Alzheimer’s Disease  (5) Phil. 1:23
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Festival Hope – that’s the title of one our most popular
gospel folders used at the Edinburgh International
Festival in Scotland. For 30 years in August there has
been a Christian witness in Princes Street by brothers
and sisters in Churches of God bringing God’s message
of hope to thousands from all over the world. Here is a
typical day in the street work that is our festival.

6 a.m. – the alarm rings. It’s a Monday morning in
August and three or four stalwarts make their way to
the East End of Princes Street. The gazebo plus tables,
chairs, signs, banners, weights, strengtheners and boxes
of literature will be delivered on site at 7.30 precisely.
Everything must be in place before the morning rush
hour. The street cleaners have done their work and the
wide pavement is looking quite smart.

9 a.m. – time for some to retire to the resting room
nearby to get it ready for the day and to have an early
cup of tea. They are ready for it, the work has been
strenuous.

9.30 a.m. – prayer time in the resting room with some
of the team who have appeared. A short Bible message
will give courage for the day. As the week continues,
experiences will be told and names of contacts offered
up for prayer. Meantime, someone is left to look after
the gazebo. It can be a quiet period before the shoppers
and the tourists appear, but can also provide time for a
personal chat. A few years ago, a young woman
cautiously approached the gazebo and, after fingering a
few booklets, I asked if I could help her. She wanted to
talk about her husband. Before their marriage, he was a
heavy drinker, but being a Christian she tried to
persuade him to stop and said she would only marry
him if he gave it up, which he did. Now they were
married he had reverted to his old ways and the
marriage was falling apart. She was ashamed at her
situation. I thought, “What can I do? How can I help?”
I prayed and she prayed and we both felt comforted by
the experience. I said the team would pray for her, but
she didn’t want to give her name, such was the shame
she felt. This was not untypical of the daily encounters
experienced by the team.

10 a.m. – all the team has arrived and dispersed to
different locations. Some prefer the entrance to the
shopping precinct or railway station. Others like to be
near the gazebo where there is more chance of a
conversation. Those nearest the gazebo will distribute
far fewer folders as folks see the texts and know what
is being offered. “No thanks,” they say, but often it is a
glower or stare straight ahead. Sometimes only 10% of

folders will be taken up. Lamentations 1:12 comes to
mind, but this strengthens us as we treasure the
comparison. It can be quite daunting, offering
something that so few people want to take. It’s not a
work that all feel comfortable doing, but it’s very
rewarding for those who do participate.

Between 12 noon and 2 p.m. – It’s time for a break and
an hour is spent in the resting room where sandwiches,
tea, coffee, etc. are on offer. Fellowship is so important
during the day and the labourer is worthy of his hire,
even if his pay is only a sausage roll and a drink!

1 - 2 p.m. – another two or three hours of labour await
us. We use Tel-it (Thematic Evangelical Literature)
folders to spread the word. They consist of eight pages
on heavy paper with a themed message and a full
presentation of the gospel and not many are thrown
away. There are also foreign language leaflets to be
given out. A young Chinese woman came to the gazebo
with her parents who didn’t speak English, so she was
delighted to take away a selection of Mandarin
literature for them.

4 p.m. – time to pack up, as everything must be loaded
on to the van for the next day. For the workers, needed
hospitality is provided by friends in Edinburgh and
Musselburgh assemblies by way of a meal and a bed
for the night and then to await the alarm at 6 a.m. and
another day of service.

Mission

Festival hope
Len Burgoyne, Kilmarnock, Scotland


