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China has entered the so-called ‘Year of the Sheep’ with much fanfare in
the part of the world I’m located in at the time of writing: a region hoping
for meek and tranquil times ahead. By contrast, things that many in the
world may worry about this year could include financial turmoil in the
region roughly corresponding to the Roman Empire of history – Europe –
which faces enormous financial and economic uncertainty. The Greek
problems have not gone away, and if support associated with being part
of the Eurozone is lost, the impact could rapidly spread across Europe.
If Europe was already teetering on the brink of an economic
depression, then this Greek debt crisis, if unresolved, could trigger a
global financial crisis – setting in motion a chain of events leading to
the potential collapse of financial institutions all over Europe.

The other area of the world which Bible end-time predictions
stimulate us to watch, is the Middle East. With Islamic State-
aligned militants battling on so many fronts in the region,
continuing to incite surrounding countries such as Egypt and
Jordan, chiefly through the tactic of horrific executions, this has
been hailed as a global jihad right before our eyes and a major,
tectonic shift in the region, where Israel is currently on the side-
lines – a first for a long time.

Those who are interested in dates have noted 13 September
2015 ends a Jewish Sabbath (‘Shemitah’) year.1 Add to that,
the calculation that this is timed to coincide with a solar
eclipse. Further add to the mix that there are those who claim
that we are heading towards the end of 70 ‘Jubilee year’
cycles since Israel entered the Promised Land, and that,
shortly after, will see the 4th lunar eclipse on the bounce
coinciding with successive Jewish Feasts of Passover and
Tabernacles2 during 2014 and 2015. Altogether you have
a potent recipe for some fearful expectations about which
there has been quite some hype.

Whatever end-time significance, if any, we read into the
above, it’s timely to be reminded in this issue of NT
that we are to be neither fearful nor worried. With
these things coming potentially upon us, the biblical
challenge is to take stock of our lifestyle.3 Where
better to start than with the article on honesty and
personal integrity?

The best antidote to anxiety is to make every year
the Year of the Lamb!

Bible references: (1) see Deut. 15:1  (2) see Deut.
16:1,13  (3) 2 Pet. 3:11
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More than 1000 church buildings were
constructed in Norfolk, England, in medieval
times. Of these, 659 remain today, giving the
County the greatest concentration in the world.
These beautiful, and internationally important,
buildings also contain hundreds of interesting
medieval works of art – pictures, frescos, fonts
and font covers, stone and wood carvings and
stained glass windows – exhibiting an
awesome range of artistic skills! Among the
many fine examples of stained glass windows
that grace these old church buildings, the huge
East Window of the small Parish Church of
East Harling near Norwich is considered by many experts
to be among the County’s finest.

One of the panels that caught my eye depicts Christ’s
ascension in a most unusual way: all that can be seen are
the Lord’s feet and ankles protruding from a cloud and
His footprints on the ground. Just His feet, His footprints
and a cloud. Very simple; yet speaking volumes.

And when he had spoken these things, while they beheld,
he was taken up; and a cloud received him out of their
sight.1 I’ve quoted from the original King James Version
as being the closest source available to the artist. It’s an
intriguing thought that the last glimpse of their Master,
seen by His disciples, was the scarred soles of His feet!
As the hymn so simply, yet movingly, puts it: ‘His feet
were pierced, the feet that trod the furthest shining star of
God; that left their imprint deep and clear on every
winding pathway here.’2

I wonder how many miles of Israel’s dusty roads the
Lord’s sandaled feet trod? Hundreds? Thousands? And
every single yard He walked was for the good of others;
for He went about doing good.3 How tired those feet must
have been on numerous occasions; and how welcome the
bowl of cooling water offered by His host at the journey’s
end! The notable exception was Simon the Pharisee; and
his glaring neglect of this simple courtesy, so amply
rectified by the anonymous lady with the alabaster flask
of ointment, provides us with an inspiring story of a
loving act of worship. She washed His feet with her tears,
dried them with her hair, and then kissed them before
anointing them with the ointment.4

It is interesting to note the occasion when Jesus met Mary
Magdalene and a group of other women returning from
His empty tomb. Their reaction was instinctive: They took
hold of his feet and worshiped him.5 Those feet that were
so lovingly anointed for burial,6 still cruelly pierced as
eternal testament to His enduring love; afforded a last
glimpse of the ascending Lord to His watching disciples.

His feet; their imprint; and a cloud: just three simple
elements that make up this striking picture!

I like the wording of the King James Version – and a
cloud received him out of their sight7 – in particular the
use of the word ‘received’, which to me carries the
thought of deliberate action by His creations! It’s as if the
cloud came to meet its ascending Creator. This is
reminiscent of how the created sun failed – refused to
shine – from the sixth to the ninth hour, causing
impenetrable darkness,8 whilst for our sake he made him
to be sin who knew no sin.9 This thought is perhaps borne
out by another translation of the same Greek word for
‘received’ in 3 John 8, where it is rendered ‘welcome’ or
‘support’. The cloud was sent to welcome and support the
Lord Jesus as He returned to His Father after all His work
on earth was completed.

The disciples’ experience on the Mount of Olives
presented quite a contrast to the only other witnessed
ascent into heaven: when Elisha watched Elijah carried up
in a whirlwind in chariots of fire and horses of fire.10 We
can well imagine Elisha straining his eyes against the
fiery light as he strove to catch one last glimpse of his
beloved master before he faded from view! Just like the
disciples. It was a natural reaction, except that in their
case they continued to do so when the only thing they
could see was a cloud! This action evoked an angelic
rebuke: “Why do you stand looking into heaven?”11

They couldn’t afford to stand still: they had work to do.
And they couldn’t stay on the Mount of Olives: they
needed to be elsewhere – in Jerusalem, to wait for the
baptism of the Holy Spirit, before fulfilling their
commission to “go and make disciples of all nations”.12

The disciples stopped their static cloud-glazing and got to
work evangelising the whole world! And the Great
Commission has not been withdrawn or replaced; it’s still
extant, so we all have work to do!

References: (1) Acts 1:9 KJV  (2) Douglas Wood
(3) Acts 10:38  (4) Luke 7:36-38  (5) Mat. 28:9  (6) Mark
14:8-9  (7) Acts 1:9 KJV  (8) Luke 23:44-45  (9) 2 Cor.
5:21  (10) 2 Kin. 2:11  (11) Acts 1:11  (12) Mat. 28:19

Bible quotations from ESV unless stated otherwise

A message in medieval stained glass
Alex Jarvis, Romford, England
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Bible metaphors

Growing branches in the vine
Geoff Hydon, Mount Forest, Canada

The use of metaphors adds rich colour to vital raw facts.
God uses a building metaphor – a house and stones –
when addressing a believer’s spiritual position, worship,
testimony and obedience. When addressing the security,
health, feeding and repentance of believers, the discussion
turns to shepherd and sheep. Truth versus error is
descriptively addressed using the metaphor of light and
darkness (see Issue 1 in this series). What vital truth needs
the metaphor of a vine to describe it?

Pictures of growth
First, let’s distinguish between features of a growing plant
and the place where it grows. In Matthew 13 the Lord
used a parable about a sower, seed and soils. Jesus
explained His metaphorical teaching to His disciples; the
seed is the word of God and the different results represent
the degree of its reception in real human hearts. It is the
seed that multiplies, not the soils. The multiplication of
the seed is therefore a multiplication of the effects of the
word of God. Peter speaks of us growing in the grace and
knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.1 This will
be a demonstration of the ‘multiplication’ of the word of
God in the Christian believer’s experience and testimony.
Have we allowed God’s powerful word to have this
growing effect on us? How might the word multiply in
the soil of our lives?

In 1 Corinthians 3, Paul writes to the Church of God in
Corinth. He says of his initial work among them that he
planted, and Apollos watered.2 What did he plant? Some
have seen here the ‘transplanting’ of Corinthian believers
from the field where they were saved to the garden3 where
they are to grow, but for the purpose of this article we will
adopt a working assumption that he was not saying he
planted them; rather, in context, he planted in them the
word of God. Acts 18:4-5 confirm his action in preaching
and teaching God’s word in the Corinthian synagogue.
Only by the incorruptible seed of the word are people
saved.4 Purity, obedience and love, vitally needed in the
Corinthians, would then be included as God increased the
product of that same seed; not just an increase in numbers
in the Corinth church, though likely too, but an increasing
application of God’s Word to every event in human lives.
Fertile ground; God at work through His word, so the
Apostle switches metaphors and describes these same
people as God’s building – an aspect that will be
addressed later in this series. For now, we might want to
think further about how God arranges for His land – our
lives – to be tilled. What actions of the Holy Spirit in the
ground of our lives would correspond to tilling or
cultivating, involving for instance the turning of the soil,
the removal of weeds, the introduction of fertilizer?

Metaphors illustrate. Israel is pictured as a fig tree, and
when it is apparently flourishing in bringing out leaves
and new branches in pursuit of national glory, the Son of
Man will be at the very gates.5 And remember the
example of the fig tree near Bethany that produced only
leaves, wastefully devoting all its resources to itself; it
had its opportunity for future fruit-bearing wisely
removed,6 reminding us that God may do the same among
His people.7 Elsewhere, Israel is depicted as an olive
tree,8 designed to be productive. Perhaps we are to see
these useful plants as symbolizing the people of God (the
vine), the elect race (the olive tree) and the holy nation
(the fig tree),9 and certainly there is value in seeking
distinctions where God uses variations in closely related

Picture bunches of grapes loading a
fruitful vine; seeing the fruit there is no
doubt what the plant is. That is the
Lord's metaphor in John 15: He is the
Vine and, as branches abundantly
displaying that Christ lives in us, we
should be readily identified as His
disciples, sharing His characteristics.
Without that we are useless.
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metaphors. We cannot here pursue differing opinions on
such matters, but now just focus on the vine.

The vine
John 15 is the key New Testament passage about
branches growing in the vine. Israel, as God’s people,
were called God’s vine.10 That should have been a vivid
description of them, but the full expression of God
displaying Himself in His people is only seen through the
‘true vine’, the Lord Jesus Christ. We are now talking not
about ground, nor seed, but parts of a living, growing
plant. Salvation from sin’s penalty is obviously bound up
in our being ‘in’ the Vine; there is no other security than
being ‘in Christ’. Some readers of John 15 therefore see
difficulty with the remark about the burning of the
worthless branches that do not evidence they live in
continuity with the vine (‘abide’).11 We might reasonably
note that even if a branch were removed from a vine, the
living, but fruitless, stub of it would remain. In this we
could see a comparable truth to 1 Corinthians 3:15 (cf.
Gal. 5:4). The issue is not eternal security solely through
grace, but service done for the Lord and its evaluation and
reward. Here in John 15 the key matter is not if we are in
Christ, but why, and the vine illustrates why fruitfulness
is the vital answer.

Fruit and fruitfulness
In John 15 fruit is mentioned specifically six times in the
first eight verses, and implied in several more. So it is
worth thinking further about what we mean scripturally
when we talk about fruit. Fruit identifies its source, we
learn from Matthew 7:17-18. Leaves may help
identification, but fruit is decisive. In John 15 the problem
is not branches producing bad fruit, for the True Vine
cannot produce bad fruit. The focus is the quantity of fruit
(and not just leaves!). Normally fruit is the means of
propagation too, but that is not the primary thought in
John 15 since Jesus’ hearers would know how vines are
propagated: by cuttings, not from grape seeds.
Fruitfulness here is not therefore simply a metaphor of
how successful we are in multiplying disciples, but doing
things that identify us as Christ’s (just as Christ was
identifiable with His Father). This is exactly what the
Spirit desires to produce and is in reality achievable only
through Him.12 The nine-fold fruit of the Spirit revealed
in Galatians 5:22-23 is thus what is expected from
branches growing in the Vine. A significant purpose of
the fruit of the Vine is to bring joy,13 a joy based on
replication of Christ’s character in our lives. The Father
delights that the Son is seen to have first place in
everything and He is glorified in our fruitbearing.14

The branches are not the fruit, but essential to it. It is
surely amazing that this Vine, the sole life source, does
not just produce the fruit independently! The Holy Spirit
produces the fruit on the branches that are in the Vine (the
Son) and the Father prunes the branches to ensure the
resources are directed not to wasteful growth, but to
produce more fruit that shows we are Christ’s disciples
(v.8). It’s amazing that Christ is not isolated from His
branches’ pain during our chastening!15

Abiding in Christ is often explained as ‘communion’ with
Him. What does such sharing involve? One vital thing is a
mutual delight, shared desires. We know what Christ
desires. The Psalmist wrote: Delight yourself in the
LORD, and he will give you the desires of your heart16

and this finds its answer in John 15:7,10, and indeed the
whole chapter. If we encounter difficulty in being Christ-
like we should first assess our progress in acquiring and
practising the Scriptures, the Holy Spirit’s key tool.17

Perhaps the Lord read Psalm 119 as a youth, with its
Hebrew text organized to be easily memorized in the
instruction of the young mind. He observably grew in
wisdom and stature and in favour with God and men. And
as one led by, and full of, the Spirit, He kept His way pure
by living according to God’s word (v.9). So He could say:
Oh how I love your law! It is my meditation all the day
(v.97). Why would it be different for us, His disciples?
Conversely, if I find myself opposing the Lord’s
commands and desires, then surely I am not abiding in
Him.

A good branch
The most efficient branch will be one that passes
resources right on through to develop fruit, without a
wasteful use in branching out where fruit will not result.
Pruning proves that the object is not more of the branch,
but more of the fruit. Yet the growing branch is needful.
My life counts with God. Complete surrender of my will
to Christ does not leave me without a life, but ensures a
most productive life. God promises that repeatedly in
John 15. The people of God are those who have received
His promises, His covenant. The promises flow to them
from Christ the vine. A fig tree might depict them as a
holy nation and an olive, their sovereign election. But
treasure the vital thought of a people in living communion
with Christ, sharing His desires, keeping His commands
and seeing their life as visibly evidencing Christ.

References: (1) 2 Pet. 3:18  (2) 1 Cor. 3:6  (3) 1 Cor. 3:9
(4) 1 Pet. 1:22-23 NKJV  (5) Mark 13:28-29  (6) Mat.
21:19  (7) Acts 5:1-14  (8) Hag. 2:19; Rom. 11:24  (9) 1
Pet. 2:9  (10) Ps. 80:8-16; Jer. 2:21; Ezek.15:2-6; Hos.
10:1; Mark. 12:1-12  (11) 1 John 2:6  (12) 1 John 2:27;
4:13; Rom. 8:9  (13) John 15:11; Jdgs. 9:13; Ps. 104:15
(14) Col. 1:18-19; John 15:8  (15) Heb. 12:4-11  (16) Ps.
37:4  (17) Eph. 6:17

Bible quotations from ESV
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Go, take to yourself a wife of harlotry.1

It is shocking! Hosea’s call as a prophet was one of utter
pain and anguish: his first instruction from God was to
marry, to love, a harlot who would be unfaithful to him –
because, bluntly put, that is how God felt about His
relationship with Israel.

Think of how painful it is when someone you love
wilfully hurts you. The closer a person is to you, the
deeper that hurt can be. The more of yourself you give,
the more vulnerable to such pain you become – and the
betrayal of marriage is perhaps the ultimate example from
a human perspective. That is how God felt about Israel’s
unfaithfulness. Yes: unfaithfulness in marriage is how
God chose to display the seriousness of His own great
pain to Hosea – nothing short of that could really have
communicated to Hosea God’s deep love for Israel and, in
turn, how deeply He had been betrayed by their going
after Canaanite gods. It shows us, should we ever have
questioned it, that divine love is not an impersonal thing –
in fact, it is our experience of love amplified infinitely,
and thus even more vulnerable than human love in its
tireless pursuit of, and commitment to, a people who
reject it. God’s hurt at having His love spurned is stark in
the pages of Hosea.

The kind of vivid imagery used in Hosea resonates with
the writings of other prophets explaining God’s reasons
for exiling Israel:

“You adulteress wife, who takes strangers instead of her
husband!” 2

The children born to Hosea and Gomer are of note
(though the text only explicitly says that the first belonged
to Hosea – the others, adding to his hurt, may have been
children of harlotry3). Their names demonstrate God’s
displeasure with His people, and are pointers toward the
reasons why judgement was coming.4 The first was
Jezreel – because Israel was to be punished for the blood
shed in the town of that name by Jehu5 and their
unchecked attitude to violence and bloodshed. The second
was Lo-ruhamah (‘she has not obtained compassion’),
and the third was Lo-ammi (‘not my people’). Each child
seems to deepen the gloom and judgment of Israel – for
Hosea to name his son ‘not my people’, instructed by the
God of Israel, must have been heart-breaking. For the
people of God to be separated from God (in their
practices, and then physically, from the Land) was
disastrous. Moses had it right centuries earlier when he

made the appeal to God, “If your presence does not go
with us, do not lead us up from here”.6

It is a calamitous start, then, to Hosea’s message. And yet,
despite the bleakness, even by the end of the first chapter,
God sends a gracious shaft of light into the situation – a
promise of restoration, harking back to the promise given
to Abraham7 (a promise that has not gone away):

Yet the number of the sons of Israel
Will be like the sand of the sea…
And in the place
Where it is said to them
“You are not My people,”
It will be said to them,
“You are the sons of the living God.”8

The pattern described above is repeated throughout the
book. Judgement is detailed – unavoidable judgement that
would surely come (to the Northern Kingdom at the hands
of Assyria, to the South by Nebuchadnezzar), which Israel
fully deserved for how the people treated God over a
sustained period. And yet, after judgement is proclaimed,
Hosea consistently and beautifully speaks of the
restoration of the faithful who would return to their God
(seen in the Southern Kingdom post-Babylon, under the
united name of Israel – see Ezra’s offering of 12 bulls for
all Israel9). Thus, again, in the second chapter we see
Israel’s unfaithfulness condemned by God, but then He
speaks of His love:

I will allure her,
Bring her into the wilderness
And speak kindly to her.
Then I will give her vineyards from there,
And the valley of Achor as a door of hope…
I will say to those who were not My people,
“You are My people!”
and they will say, “You are my God!”10

In this last promise we see God’s purposes overflowing
beyond Israel – that in His faithfulness to Israel, He will
bless all of the nations such that even those alienated from
Him can be brought near, so that we share in the
promise.11 And for Israel in exile, God provides a door of
hope in the Valley of Achor (which means 'trouble') –
isn’t that so characteristic of the faithful love of our God?

Lessons from the minor prophets

Hosea
Israel’s unfaithfulness and God’s faithful love
Stephen McCabe, Belfast, N.Ireland
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Hosea unmistakably shows God to be a God of justice.
Chapter 3 emphasises that there will be no ‘short cut’
through the judgement that Israel faces:

The sons of Israel will remain for many days without king
or prince, without sacrifice or sacred pillar and without
ephod or household idols. Afterward the sons of Israel
will return and seek the LORD their God and David their
king...12

God’s Word through Hosea again projects far beyond the
return of Israel from exile to a day that still lies in the
future for us. A day when Israel will seek YHWH and
'David their king'! What is being prophesied is the
resurrection of David to be Prince in restored Israel,
which accords with other prophetic writings.13 The
Messiah, great David’s greater Son, will rule on earth in
the Millennium through delegated authority given to
chosen men, with David as Prince over Israel.

It should not escape our attention that the guiltiest people
in Israel’s unfaithfulness were those who should have
known best: the priests, who feed on the sin of My
people.14 How disturbing it is that the people were being
led astray by those who should have been set apart for
God’s service. It is a sober reminder that, of those who
have been given much, much will be required.15

In Chapter 11, God’s faithfulness is openly displayed:

How can I give you up, O Ephraim?
How can I surrender you, O Israel?
…My heart is turned over within Me,
All My compassions are kindled."16

God will not give up His people! He will not let them go!
Despite the pain that is being caused to Him by their
unfaithfulness (demonstrated brutally in Hosea's
experience of marriage), He loves them with an
everlasting, steadfast, redeeming love17 – just as Hosea is
instructed to love Gomer!18 Not because of their actions
(which have been abhorrent to Him) but because of who
He is, and because Israel are a part of His purposes –

which He will fulfil to His own glory. He
cannot deny Himself and His own purposes!19

The importance of the restoration of Judah for
God’s purposes is crucial. The majority of the
warnings and judgements in Hosea are aimed at
the Northern Kingdom of Ephraim/Israel
(where Hosea lived). These tribes never
recovered after the Assyrian destruction of 722
BC – tragically, they did not listen to the voice
of their God (either in warning or through
Hosea's prophetic appeal to return). Some
people of Ephraim did settle with Judah20 and
respond to Hezekiah’s call to reinstitute the
Passover.21 And so, in Judah’s restoration
(under the corporate name of Israel) we see the
hand of God – preparing the scene for the
coming of His Son, the Lion of the tribe of
Judah.22 What an expression of His faithfulness!

In the final chapter, Hosea presses home God’s appeal to
Israel. Return.23 God did not move; He did not go away
from Israel, but they from Him. If they had realised it (if
they would yet realise it), God was all they needed:

I will heal their apostasy,
I will love them freely…
O Ephraim, what more have I to do with idols?
It is I who answer and look after you.
I am like a luxuriant cypress;
From Me comes your fruit.24

One day the restoration will be full, and Israel will be
restored to her place as God wills, as Gomer was restored
to Hosea.25 But how wonderful that the same faithful God
has expressed His faithfulness to us in His own Son.26 We
may falter in our relationship with God, but we can be so
thankful that God’s faithfulness is absolute – He cannot
deny Himself. The final appeal to Israel is for us as well –
God meets our needs. Our fruit comes from Him. It is He
who answers and looks after us. Let us depend on His
faithfulness!

References: (1) Hos. 1:2 (2) Ezek. 16:32 (3) Hos. 1:2
(4) Hos. 1:3-9 (5) See 2 Kin. 9-10 (6) Ex. 33:15 (7) Gen.
12:2-3; 13:15-16 (8) Hos. 1:10 (9) Ezra 8:35 (10) Hos.
2:14…23 (11) Is. 49:6, Rom. 9:24-25 (12) Hos. 3:4-5 (13)
Jer. 30:9, Ezek. 34:24  (14) Hos. 4:8 (15) Luke 12:48, Jas.
3:1 (16) Hos. 11:8 (17) Jer. 31:3 (18) Hos. 3:1-3 (19) 2
Tim. 2:13, Is. 14:24 (20) 1 Chron. 9:3 (21) 2 Chron.
30:11, 18 (22) Rev. 5:5 (23) Hos. 14:1 (24) Hos. 14:4,8
(25) Hos. 3:3 (26) Rom. 8:32

Bible quotations from NASB.
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In Revelation 22:15 there is a list of people
who will be excluded from the glorious future
life God plans for those who believe in Him.
It is mainly composed of the more obvious
candidates, such as the sorcerers and the
sexually immoral and murderers and
idolaters.

Most of us do not belong in these categories. Just when
we think we’re off the hook, it adds, and everyone who
loves and practices falsehood.

Our lies are something which would have excluded us
from God’s presence and for which the Lord Jesus
suffered on our behalf on the cross. They are utterly
foreign to God’s nature.1 They belong to our old self and
should not find a place at all in the way we relate to each
other in church life. Paul says, Do not lie to one another,
seeing that you have put off the old self with its practices.2
And yet the temptation to manipulate the truth persists
even for the most mature Christians. The old self does not
like to lose face with people, nor does it like to get into
trouble, and so we suppress some uncomfortable facts
about ourselves and give distorted emphasis to other
events that massage the ego. How much better it would be
if we could see untruthfulness as God sees it and to think
of the old self as crucified each day as we wake up in the
morning.

It’s not only in church life that we are to be honest. God
looks at the way we conduct our daily work. Israel had to
have ‘just balances’ and ‘just weights’.3 God’s people
were to conduct their business in a consistent and
transparent way. In the town where I live, there is a
mechanic who is well known for charging only for work
that really needs to be done. It was not a surprise to learn
that he is a Christian. The principle can be extended to
any sphere of work.

When you’re a young Christian you want to do great
things for God. The Lord Jesus tells us how men and
women are selected for responsibility:

“One who is faithful in a very little is also faithful in
much, and one who is dishonest in a very little is also
dishonest in much.”4

For Him, dishonesty is the opposite, not only of honesty,
but also of faithfulness. The Lord will not trust us with
His spiritual riches of wisdom and knowledge if we can’t
be trusted with the less valuable physical riches, whether
our own money, other people’s or the church’s. Would
we wish the Lord to give us large churches? Let us be

faithful in ‘a very little’ one. And there is the prospect of
a place of rule in His coming kingdom if we are faithful
in the small stuff here.

Can people trust me to deliver? When I say I’m going to
do a thing can I be relied upon to do it? This is a
challenge to a forgetful person like myself. The Lord
Jesus told His followers to be men and women of their
word, needing no stronger oath than ‘yes’ or ‘no’.5
Anyone can see the wisdom of this.  When someone says
to me, “To be honest with you …” I am already half
expecting them to be the opposite.

Another aspect of trustworthiness is being able to keep a
confidence. In exceptional circumstances a confidence
must be broken for reasons of, for example, child
protection, but generally when we’re told something, the
rule is,

Whoever goes about slandering reveals secrets,
but he who is trustworthy in spirit keeps a thing

covered.6

Not everyone appreciates honesty, but it can be refreshing
– an indication that someone respects us enough to tell us
the truth rather than what we want to hear. That’s why the
proverb says,

Whoever gives an honest answer kisses the lips.7

If we appreciate it, God does so even more. A father once
said, “I know, my God, that you test the heart and have
pleasure in uprightness.”8 His son added,

Lying lips are an abomination to the LORD,
but those who act faithfully are his delight.9

May we aim to please him more and more in this area of
our spiritual lives.

References: (1) see Heb. 6:18  (2) Col. 3:9  (3) Lev. 19:36
(4) Luke16:10  (5) Mat. 5:33-37  (6) Prov. 11:13
(7) Prov. 24:26  (8) 1 Chron. 29:17  (9) Prov. 12:22

Bible quotations from ESV

Practical Christianity

Personal honesty and trustworthiness
Karl Smith, Kirkintilloch, Scotland
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 It reminded me of possible reactions to a distressing
email prayer request about ISIS, received late last
year, the gist of which was:

“A friend just got a text message from her brother
asking her to shower him and his parish in prayer.
He is part of a mission and ISIS has taken over the
town they are in today. He said ISIS is
systematically going house to house to all the
Christians and asking the children to denounce Jesus. He
said so far not one child has. And so far all have
consequently been killed. But not the parents. Please pray
sincerely for the deliverance of the people of Northern
Iraq from the terrible advancement of ISIS and its
extreme Islamic goals for mass conversion or death for
Christians across this region. May I plead with you not to
ignore this email. Do not forward it before you have
prayed through it. Then send it to as many people as
possible.”

Perhaps the ex-auditor in me rang some alarm bells, so I
tried to corroborate what was said via Snopes.com – a site
that tries to prove or debunk various claims and stories
that circulate online. You can research for yourself,1 but
there does not seem at present to be any credible evidence
about the systematic killing of numbers of children; only
isolated confirmed reports. In this day and age, with
journalists and cameras seemingly everywhere, it’s highly
unusual for that to be the case. Now, obviously the
motives for circulating such a prayer request are entirely
laudable and understandable. There is no doubt at all that
the situation with ISIS generally and Islamic extremism’s
pursuit of its faulty religious ideology is very,
very serious and needs a lot of prayer – and specific
information really helps us to pray intelligently. But an
excerpt from another publication on this very topic says
something very important:

‘As Christians, we have a duty to champion the truth. We
should avoid spreading unsubstantiated claims and
inflaming dread and panic by playing on people’s natural
disgust of harm to children. ISIS is an organization that
has committed heinous acts of violence and violated the
human rights of many of our fellow believers. But we
must not partake in the spreading of lies, even if it is
against our enemies.’2

Perhaps it seems counter-intuitive to think of fact-
checking a prayer point (no matter what the topic) before

circulating it, but it’s worth considering in the light of the
Lord’s instruction to be as wise as serpents but as
innocent as doves.3

C.S. Lewis, in recognizing the danger of seeing the worst
in everybody, encouraged Christians to get down off their
‘moral high horse’:

‘Suppose one reads a story of filthy atrocities in the paper.
Then suppose that something turns up suggesting that the
story might not be quite true, or not quite so bad as it was
made out. Is one’s first feeling, ‘Thank God, even they
aren’t quite so bad as that,’ or is it a feeling of
disappointment, and even a determination to cling to the
first story for the sheer pleasure of thinking your enemies
as bad as possible? If it is the second then it is, I am
afraid, the first step in a process which, if followed to the
end, will make us into devils. You see, one is beginning
to wish that black was a little blacker. If we give that wish
its head, later on we shall wish to see grey as black, and
then to see white itself as black. Finally, we shall insist on
seeing everything – God and our friends and ourselves
included – as bad, and not be able to stop doing it: we
shall be fixed for ever in a universe of pure hatred.’4

On that note, perhaps what was most concerning about
the prayer request was that it did not remind us that we
also need to pray5 for the misguided people behind ISIS
as well as the people that they are persecuting. After all,
it’s Satan, not ISIS, who is our greatest enemy.

References:

(1) www.snopes.com/inboxer/prayer/seanmalone.asp
(2) thegospelcoalition.org/article/factchecker-is-isis-
beheading-children-in-iraq  (3) Mat. 10:16  (4) C. S.
Lewis, Mere Christianity  (5) Mat. 5:44

The ISIS crisis
Martin Jones, Toronto, Canada

President Obama’s address at a recent Prayer
Breakfast has certainly caused some
controversy in pointing out that there are
historical examples of atrocities against
Muslims as well as against Christians.
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A medieval Christian prince
As his first priority after the defeat of the French fleet in
1416, the English King Henry V, already the victor of
Agincourt, ordered a mass at Canterbury cathedral in
thanksgiving. The then Archbishop of Canterbury had
been instrumental as a diplomat in advancing Henry’s
claims to the French crown and securing financial backing
for his campaigns. Henry had earlier justified his attack
on the grounds that Normandy ‘had been withheld from
him against God and all justice by the violence of the
French’.1 In return, during his brief but spectacular reign,
Henry proved to be a devoted son of western
Christendom, founding two well-endowed monasteries
(the last English king to do so) and even sponsoring wide-
ranging reforms to English monasticism.

Henry’s actions and outlook were typical of a late
medieval European ruler, demonstrating the conflation of
spiritual and temporal authority which had developed
during the more than 1,000 years between the Great
Schism and the Protestant Reformation in the West. By
the end of this period and long afterwards, the boundaries
between the two were hard to differentiate – and for most
influential people there appeared little need to do so. In all
sorts of ways, both churchmen and lay rulers increasingly
reverted, unconsciously or otherwise, to an Old Testament
model of priesthood and kingship without recognising the

divinely-ordained separation between the worship of God
and the secular governance of Israel;2 or the stark
principle enunciated by the Lord Jesus – “Give to Caesar
what is Caesar’s, and to God what is God’s.”3 Long
before the Reformation, this process had produced forms
of ecclesiology rich in worldly splendour, with formal
liturgies far removed from the simple church governance
and spontaneous worship of the New Testament. The
process was particularly marked in the East, where
Orthodox worship involved (and still does) a mystical and
highly-structured liturgy intoned by priests in magnificent
vestments largely separated from their congregations.

Christendom as a power base
A previous article has outlined how Christianity in the
west became part of the secular administration of the
Roman Empire following the conversion of Constantine
(AD 312). For centuries thereafter, the Catholic church’s
position as a bastion of stability was augmented as
imperial rule weakened against a background of sustained
pagan invasion and Muslim expansion. In a period where
life was nasty, brutish and short, people had only the
structures of Christendom to look to as a source of
protection and authority. First monasteries and then the
growing power of bishops filled the gaps in maintaining
secular administration and civil order.

During the 500 years before around AD 1000, it is no
exaggeration that Christianity survived largely because of
the monasteries, shining as beacons in the darkness even
as far as remote Ireland. But with power came the
inevitable tendency towards corruption, as ambitious men
seized opportunities for enrichment and advancement in
an increasingly influential institution – grievous wolves4

as Paul had prophesied in regard to much earlier days
when the biblical model of churches of God was still
practised. The prominence of the bishop of Rome began
with his assumption of the pagan Roman priestly title of
Pontifex Maximus. Sometime around AD 750, Papal
authority was hugely bolstered by one of the most
momentous forgeries in  history – the Donation of
Constantine – purporting to grant to the Papacy primacy
over the so-called universal (i.e. ‘Catholic’) church and
secular authority in the western Empire. Popes fought
hard to maintain these twin sources of power against
monarchs like Henry V, albeit with mixed success.
Nevertheless, the Papacy acquired lands in Italy (the
Papal States) – only surrendered in 1870 – which it ruled
like any other medieval prince. By the dawn of the
Reformation, Pope Julius II was personally leading (AD
1506) an army to extend these states; spiritual and
temporal power had long become indivisible.

The story of Christianity

Christianity and state in West and East
David Viles, Hayes, England

The process was particularly marked in the East,
where Orthodox worship involved (and still does)
a mystical and highly-structured liturgy intoned by
priests in magnificent vestments largely separated
from their congregations.
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The ‘church’ militant
Not to be outdone, the Oecumenical Patriarchs in the
‘new Rome’ – Constantinople – smarting over the effects
of the Great Schism, energetically promoted its alleged
apostolic foundation by Andrew, called by the Lord
before his brother Peter. Constantinople (Istanbul) around
AD 1000 was by far the largest city in Europe and the
eastern Empire was still ruled by the imperial successor of
Constantine. Rather than a power vacuum, here was a
continuing source of power with which eastern
Christianity could ally and under whose patronage it
could develop. The Eastern Orthodox churches
demonstrated such a close and enduring relationship with
the secular power that the one was almost an appendage
of the other – no church festival was complete without the
presence of the Emperor or his representative. By the
ignominious ending in AD 1453 of an Empire which had
lasted 1000 years, Orthodox Christianity – vigorously
extended by monastic foundations and saintly men – had
pushed far north and west. Everywhere it went – notably
to remote Muscovy, where Moscow became the ‘third
Rome’ – the same close identification of ‘church’ with
state was a key and continuing feature.

It might have seemed that the interests of eastern and
western Christianity could coincide in confronting
Muslim pressure from the south and east. Here, though,
the results were disastrous and echo loudly down to our
own day. The Crusades demonstrated both the power of
popular religious feeling and the limits of Papal authority
in controlling and directing it, as well as the vicious self-
interest of the princes with whom the Popes were so
closely allied. The débâcle ended with the shameful sack
of Constantinople by her western allies in 1204,
weakening irrevocably the main Christian bulwark against
Islam.

The ‘church’ as a money-maker
The church-state relationship worked both ways. As with
Henry V, princes gained great advantage from employing
churchmen – almost the only educated class – as well-
connected civil servants. None of this came cheaply;  in
contravention of so much of what the Lord had said about
materialism and power,5 Christendom East and West aped
the developing secular powers by evolving ever more
elaborate ways to make money. Ecclesiastical offices
were bought and sold, ‘relics’ assiduously collected as
honey-traps for lucrative pilgrimages, and giving to the
Catholic Church came to be viewed increasingly by the
wealthy as a kind of life assurance for eternity. Although
rejected in the East, the doctrine of purgatory developed
as another means, attractively available to rich and poor,
whereby sin could be expunged after death, giving licence
for living less than Christ-like lives. From here, it was but
a short step to the introduction in the West of
indulgencies – the means by which the miseries of sin
could be alleviated in purgatory on payment of a fee. All
this, as Luther was later to thunder, emphasised a role for
human effort in salvation which ran directly counter to the
Biblical imperative of divine grace.6

Much of this money was poured into vast church building
projects, many of which remain for us to appreciate their
beautiful workmanship and soaring architecture. The
motive for such giving – to glorify God – was also for
many churchmen and lay benefactors a statement of their
own worldly pomp and power. Forgotten in this
outpouring of popular piety was the principle enunciated
by Paul, confronted by the glories of the Parthenon – the
Lord … does not live in temples built by human hands.7

Conclusion
Some 600 years before Christ, the prophet Ezekiel relayed
these words of the Sovereign Lord: “Woe to you
shepherds of Israel who only take care of yourselves!
Should not shepherds take care of the flock?”8 As a
general summary of the state of late medieval
Christendom in both East and West, this question has a
biting relevance.

We might wonder how easily New Testament patterns of
worship could have withstood the pressure of a Europe-
wide Christian presence; but while the institutional
Church was seduced by the strident calls of wealth and
power, leadership and structures turned in upon their own
materialist preoccupations, failing to respond to the
spiritual yearnings of their flocks by modelling Christ-like
living. Time and time again, new movements (such as the
preaching orders of Friars in the thirteenth century,
dedicated to lives of poverty and simplicity) sought to
restore something nearer the New Testament blueprint.
Yet each time the same inexorable process of compromise
with power corrupted the outcome – soon the Dominican
friars were closely identified with that most oppressive of
institutions, the Inquisition.

After the excesses of the Crusades, popular devotion East
and West was increasingly distrusted, and independent
thought discouraged by both the secular powers and by
the clerical class who jealously guarded a monopoly in
languages – Latin and Greek – which were inaccessible to
the majority of people in the centuries before the
invention of printing and wider lay education. While
those who tried to translate the Scriptures into
contemporary languages were ruthlessly persecuted and
their work suppressed, there was growing pressure for
reform from a more informed laity as well as from
sections of western Christianity itself. The authorities,
ecclesiastical and secular, struggled increasingly in vain
to stem the flow which finally broke the old medieval
mould with the Reformation of the early 16th century.

References: (1) Quoted by E.F. Jacob ‘Henry V and the
invasion of France’ (London) 1963, p.76  (2) See, for
example, 1 Sam. 13:7-14  (3) Mat. 22:21  (4) Acts 20:29-
30  (5) e.g. Mat. 6:19-24; John 13:1-17  (6) Rom. 3:23-28
(7) Acts 17:24  (8) Ezek. 34:2

Bible quotations from the NIV

Note: The term ‘the Church’ is used in this article in its popular sense,
to describe the mass of professed adherents to the Christian faith; the
scriptural use is more precise.
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Job was an innocent man who suffered terribly. More
than 40 chapters are devoted to the account of this one
man’s suffering: a good man to whom bad things
happened. Job accused God of falsely judging him;1 of
wronging him;2 of persecuting him;3 of not judging the
wicked,4 and of ignoring all his good works.5

It’s plain to see Job assumed that God was at fault; while
his three miserable friends assumed he was at fault for all
the anguished suffering he was experiencing. However,
another of Job’s friends, Elihu, recognized that, on
occasions, suffering can have a purpose. In all his
criticism of Job, this more level-headed friend affirmed
the sovereignty of God by saying that God doesn’t owe it
to us to give any explanation for whatever he chooses to
do.6

According to some worldviews, people who do good will
experience good things, and people who do bad will
experience bad things. That’s not a biblical worldview, as
the case of Job shows. In the biblical view, it’s not that
simplistic: we can’t fully understand why specific
suffering befalls us in this life. Job never learned the true
cause of his suffering, not even afterwards. Job did,
however, encounter God – who basically said to him,
“Trust Me.” Critics see this as a non-answer to the
problem. But that wasn’t how Job felt! When Job sees
God, it’s as if he no longer needs an answer. God
Himself is the answer. Suffering is presented here not so
much as a problem requiring a solution; but as a mystery
directing us to a Presence.

Having said that, in the vortex of pain, whether our own
or whenever we’re caught up in the observed grief of
others, it seems that the most natural question to ask
is, ‘Why?’. Why did that natural disaster happen? Why
did my loved one get cancer? You’ve been there and so
have I, having lost my father to cancer.

A friend was telling me recently that it was now over a
year since he’d been diagnosed with bowel cancer. He
mentioned how, when he was in hospital, a colleague had
visited him, and that colleague – most unexpectedly – is
now no longer with us. Since then, my friend has
undergone surgery and is now fairly fit and well again,
and with a reasonable expectation that things will be quite
fine. “God is good!” he exclaimed. And God is good. But
what if the cancer had taken my friend and it was his
colleague who had been the one to survive? Would God
be any less good? God would still be good, for that’s part
of His character which doesn’t change. But we’ve this

tendency to think of God as good only when we get relief
from our pain.

So, is the reality of suffering – and the existence of evil –
a valid argument against the existence of a good God? Let
me approach this by asking you to imagine we’re called
out to a crime scene. A body has been found in the
woods, and beside it lies an axe which has been shown to
be the murder weapon. You make a mental note that the
axe has been finely crafted. A tool, expertly designed for
cutting down trees, has been diverted for the purpose of
committing a foul deed. You think to yourself: suppose
someone argues that because it’s been put to evil use –
because it has caused suffering – no-one could possibly
exist who made it. What a nonsensical argument that
would be! For it’s clear that the axe has a skilfully
machined head, and its handle is an example of exquisite
carpentry. True, it’s been employed for a wrong use, but
that in no way negates the fact that someone made it! That
fact is established on grounds other than its use. And it’s
the same with the case for God. The existence and
operation of evil in the world doesn’t negate the clear
evidence from design which points to a supernatural
designer of the universe (an argument endorsed in the
Bible, see Rom. 1:20).

But what kind of God is this creator God who so clearly
exists, given that he appears to tolerate evil in the world?
That will be our starting point next time.

Bible references from Job: (1) 9:20  (2) 19:6  (3) 19:22
(4) 24:1-12  (5) 31:1ff.  (6) 33:13 NASB

Can there be a God in a world of suffering?

The intellectual challenge
Brian Johnston, Leigh, England

“Why do you complain against
[God]

That He does not give an account of
all His doings?”  (Job 33:13)

The most poignant account of suffering in all
the Bible is surely the story of Job.
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Please, would you tell us a little about your spiritual
background?

My grandfather was converted to Christianity while in
Burma. He was a labourer from the low caste scheduled
community. On his return to India, he shared his
experience with my father and mother; and to my
relatives. He became a teacher and preacher in the village
of Podagatlapalli, Andhra Pradesh. He was baptised by
sprinkling with the Lutheran church. After I discovered
the truth of immersion baptism, I taught the truth to my
father first. He was obedient to the Lord and took
baptism by immersion. He went home to be with the
Lord in 1999.

I think it would interest our readers to know something
about your secular career …

I took up a teaching career, majoring in science, and
qualified in 1962. I became a headmaster in 1967. I had a
passion for making working models to illustrate whatever
subject I was explaining: for example, the solar system or
the circulation of blood in the human body. I
used to demonstrate these in many State and
National Science Fairs. I was honoured with
many ‘best teaching’ awards including
‘National Level Best Teacher Award’ for
exemplary service in the cause of education.
This was personally presented to me by
India’s President in 1995. During this time I
was active in the Scout Movement and
became the State’s Assistant Trainer Leader,
offering sound physical, spiritual and moral
instruction to teachers, staff and pupils.

During this time, were you also preaching
God’s Word?

Yes, and I was well known as a revival
speaker. Then in 1980 I received a booklet

entitled ‘Ye that are Christ’s’ and I found the truths it
contained answered my heart’s searching. I was greatly
attracted to the truth of eternal security, and began to
teach widely the way of worship outlined in what has
been called the ‘Seven Steps’ of Acts 2:41-2. In 1999, I
met brothers from churches of God and, along with those
belonging to my church group, I was added to the
Fellowship.

And, do we understand that you are now recognised as
an elder among the churches of God?

Yes, and I am very keen to teach church truths wherever
I can and to this end help was given to me to collect
volumes of Needed Truth – which I regard as a great
treasure. I have a copy of the first volume printed in
1888-9. I am known for using so-called ‘magic’ items to
illustrate scriptural principles. I also have a zeal to
translate Fellowship booklets into Telegu, along with the
making of Bible charts; and I enjoy studying and writing
papers for Bible Studies magazine.

Speaking up for the truth
Interview with B.V.Prasada Rao, Podagatlapalli, India

Looking into the Heart of God by observing the life of King David

These days, image is everything. The political candidate had better be blessed with
confidence, charm and good looks. Forget his or her views on the real issues, it’s the
photogenic smile that counts. Society has an obsession with celebrities who employ
their own ‘image consultants’. Any positive endorsement in the world of advertising
demands someone with fabulous looks, someone who’s the epitome of ‘cool’.
What’s happening? Society has become very superficial. We’ve forgotten that
beauty is only skin deep. But the Bible says: the LORD looks at the heart.

Let Brian Johnston help you check out what really counts with God as he takes a
look at the life of David. The book includes a study guide for use by individuals or
groups.

Purchase your copy from www.hayespress.org                  ISBN: 978-1-871126-81-5
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We read in Mark 4:35-41 that when the disciples,
including the experienced fishermen in their number,
were struggling in a great storm on the Sea of Galilee,
they recognised the imminent danger and were terrified.
They awoke their teacher and asked if He did not care.
The Lord Jesus Christ, their creator, the ‘master of oceans
and earth and skies’, of course did care, and He calmed
the storm with a word of rebuke. And then, He said to
them, “Why are you so afraid? Have you still no faith?”
And they were filled with great fear and said to one
another, “Who then is this, that even the wind and the sea
obey him?”1 As the specific threat to the disciples was
removed, their psychological and physiological fear
subsided. However, in its place they were now filled with
great fear of an altogether different kind as a result of
what they had witnessed. The ‘Fear of the LORD’ is, of
course, not a paralysing terror or a slavish fear to those
who know Him and love Him, but rather an experience of
awe and an attitude of reverence that causes us to respect,

obey and worship. The Old Testament tells us that, as
well as being our duty, it is the beginning of wisdom and
knowledge.2 Jesus Himself told His friends to have this
fear for God.3

On another occasion on the Sea of Galilee, in the middle
of the night when the disciples had been toiling to make
headway into a strong wind for about nine hours, Jesus
walked on water to join them at their boat: But when the
disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were terrified,
and said, “It is a ghost!” and they cried out in fear. But
immediately Jesus spoke to them, saying, “Take heart; it
is I. Do not be afraid.”4 This could also be translated
“Take heart; I am”. The disciples did not need to fear,
because the great and eternal I AM was with them. What
courage and comfort they could take from that fact when
they felt fear. What courage and comfort we can take too!
“And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the
age.”5

We can be afraid of all sorts of things and for all sorts of
reasons on a daily basis, but there is possibly no more
agonising fear than seeing our own loved ones in life-
threatening danger. When Jairus, a ruler of a local
synagogue, came to Jesus, he fell at his feet and implored
him earnestly, saying, “My little daughter is at the point
of death. Come and lay your hands on her, so that she
may be made well and live.”6 Here was a man who must
have known such acute and agonising fear for his child,
but he also acted on his faith that Jesus could save her.
Jesus said to the father, “Do not fear, only believe.”7

What Jesus said about …

Fear and worry
Gareth Andrews, Melbourne, Australia

It’s only natural to feel fear sometimes. In
fact, it is a natural reaction to a perceived
danger, which rapidly affects our bodies and
changes our behaviour. This strong emotion
can cause us to confront the threat or try to
escape the situation. Fear can give us the
strength and clarity to save what is threatened
or it can paralyse us with terror.
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Time and time again Jesus told people not to fear but,
instead, to believe and to have faith in Him. When Jairus
experienced fear, he sought out Jesus. When the disciples
in the boat knew fear, they spoke to Jesus. When we are
afraid, do we do the same? Faith in the Lord Jesus Christ
is the answer and the antidote to fear.

In the upper room, when the disciples were anxious at the
thought of their teacher and friend leaving them, He
spoke to them saying, “Let not your hearts be troubled.
Believe in God; believe also in me.”8 This is another
different type of fear, but again the Lord’s command is
the same. If primal fear is a natural response to a
perceived and urgent risk, then worry is more like
anxiety in expectation of a future concern. Fear is
specific, but anxiety can often be diffuse or indefinable.
If fear is the body’s response to drive us to immediate
action, then worry and anxiety is more like a debilitating
state of mind that gnaws away at us over time, leaving us
feeling like we are in pieces.

In Luke 10, we read of two sisters, Mary and Martha, and
their different concerns. Martha was busying herself
working flat out in serving the Lord Jesus and their other
guests, which of course was not bad or wrong in itself.
Martha’s motive was good, but she had lots on her mind
and was irritated that her sister was leaving her to it. In
fact, she was missing out as Mary, sitting at the Lord’s
feet, was concerned only with listening to His teaching.
The Greek word for anxiety means a care that can easily
distract, fracture or divide. But the Lord answered her,
“Martha, Martha, you are anxious and troubled about
many things, but one thing is necessary.”9 Martha’s
intentions were good, but Mary’s single-mindedness in
devoting herself entirely to her master was better.

Life today can be so busy with a practically endless
supply of distractions available and pressing for our
attention. Some of these are necessary and useful, while
others are really not. We can very easily find ourselves
anxious and overwhelmed. Sometimes as Christians we
can even worry that we worry too much! Jesus warned
against our hearts being weighed down with the cares or
anxieties of life10 because worrying by itself is futile11

and distracting – distracting us from joyful contemplation
of our God and Saviour.

No matter what we rightly or wrongly place our love or
our faith in, whether it’s people or possessions or pride:
family, prestige, success or wealth, there will always be a
risk that we might lose what we have – a loved one
through illness, a relationship damaged by falling out, or
material possessions in any number of ways. So we will
always tend to fret about these things, always wondering
‘what if …?’ And if we lose something we love or rely
on we will feel lost ourselves. It is, however, only love
and faith in God that bring true tranquility and peace,
because He alone is immutable and eternal, loving and
steadfast.

“Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. Not as
the world gives do I give to you. Let not your hearts be
troubled, neither let them be afraid.”12

If the opposite of fear is faith, then the opposite of
anxiety is peace. If anxiety is feeling disturbed and
distracted, even torn apart by cares and concerns, then
peace is single-mindedness, stability and steadiness.

Paul experienced and exemplified this peace promised by
the Lord Jesus and explains in Philippians 4:4-13 how he
had learned to be content no matter what happened to
him (and a lot did happen). Paul echoes the words of
Jesus in this passage: do not be anxious, but in everything
by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your
requests be made known to God. And the peace of God,
which surpasses all understanding, will guard your
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. In the God of
peace he had found peace with God13 and had found the
peace of God.

Whenever we find ourselves anxious, we can rest in the
assurance that the unchangeable and unfailing God loves
us and cares for us. Rather than trying to ignore or
temporarily escape our fears at one extreme, or worrying
ourselves sick at the other, God wants us to pray to Him
about our fears. Peace is not a talent or gift that some
people have and others do not, but rather a discipline to
be learned and practised, of confidence and trust in God’s
wise control of our lives – so that as we pray we can be
thankful for God’s answer before we have it and even if
it is not what we think we want.

Jesus says: “Do not fear, only believe,” and “Let not
your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid.”

References: (1) Mark 4:40-41  (2) Ecc. 12:13; Ps.
111:10; Prov. 1:7  (3) Luke 12:4-7  (4) Mat. 14:26-27
(5) Mat. 28:20  (6) Mark 5:22-23  (7) Mark 5:36
(8) John 14:1  (9) Luke 10:41  (10) Luke 21:34
(11) Mat. 6:25-34  (12) John 14:27  (13) Rom. 5:1

Bible quotations from ESV
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Unless you dabble in ‘high finance’, you might not have
come across the word ‘leverage’ very much. In investing,
it can mean to make a very high return from a relatively
small investment. In general parlance though, leveraging
is also to do with making the most of what you’ve got –
‘leveraging your assets’. That’s the strategy that the
Search For Truth (SFT) team has been executing over the
last three years!

SFT has been broadcasting on radio since 1978, first on
shortwave, then digitally and on satellite to an ever-
increasing audience – in theory, at least (without a
mechanism to prove it). But our audience can be
measured now that we are leveraging the archives in our
podcast at www.searchfortruth.podbean.com (which is
also available on iTunes). At the time of writing, the
various episodes have had over 750,000 plays or
downloads from over 100 countries around the globe,
which is a far broader sweep than analogue radio ever
gave us!

But the leveraging goes well beyond that. The radio
programmes have long been accompanied by a printed
booklet on the series, available by mail on request.
Historically, we might have received up to a couple of
hundred requests per booklet; then a few years ago we
made the booklets available in PDF format on
www.churchesofgod.info which increased the exposure
somewhat. But in 2012, following the lead of Hayes
Press, we expanded into the Kindle e-book format that
can be produced and, almost instantly, made available to
readers globally – at virtually no financial cost to us. We
now have over 40 titles covering apologetics, prophecy,
our conviction teaching, practical discipleship, character
studies and more (you can use the QR code on this page

to view them at Amazon UK or visit
http://amzn.to/YZt5zC). 2014 was actually a comparably
slower year for downloads, but the very respectable total
of approximately 10,000 (including occasional free
download offers) would have taken us a couple of
decades to achieve under old methods!

In partnership with Hayes Press, the leveraging has come
almost full circle as we’ve launched paperback editions of
some of those original booklets, starting with ‘Edge of
Eternity’ and most recently with ‘Looking Into The Heart
Of God’. At the time of writing, we now have twelve
paperbacks available – nine single and three omnibus –
with more in the pipeline in 2015. You can view, read a
sample chapter and then purchase all of these through
Hayes Press at www.hayespress.org/s_f_t.php.

We’re also exploring leveraging Amazon’s print-on-
demand (POD) and supply chain capabilities to help us
reach and service our increasingly global audience. We
can upload our manuscript and cover and make the book

available online for sale in a matter of
hours. Amazon kindly prints one copy at
a time to fulfil orders, all at no cost to us,
with no inventory to manage or mailing
duties required! Better yet, the
commission received from all Amazon
sales will be reinvested back into further
Fellowship publishing.

Mission

Multimedia Search for Truth
Martin Jones, Toronto, Canada

In effecting cost-saving measures, SFT terminated its contracts with TWR Benin and TWR UK (shortwave).
However, in both cases TWR asked if we could continue to supply our programs which they would air at their
own expense – to which we happily agreed, as loyal listeners had been expressing appreciation of these SW
broadcasts.

During, and as a result of, negotiations with TWR, we were offered a presence (and a
scholarship, reducing outlay to a token cost!) on the TWR360 website where visitors can
listen again to SFT programmes and download podcasts. A good selection of SFT
programmes is available at www.twr360.org/ministry/103/search-for-truth/lang,1

http://amzn.to/YZt5zC


