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Perspectives on burden
Some of the articles in this issue of NT bring our attention to the concept
of ‘burden’ – the burden of debt, the burden of difficult personal
circumstances, the burden of the need to support others through giving our
resources. These things are very real, and affect all of us in different
ways, and so it is right that we seek a biblical perspective on dealing
with such pressures in our lives.

It is wonderful, then, for us to be able to look at burdens through the
lens of our faith, and from God’s perspective. It has been said that, as
disciples of the Lord Jesus, we should not look at God in the light of
the greatness of our problems, but we should rather look at our
problems in the light of the greatness of our God. What a liberating
perspective that is! Catching a vision of the One we seek to serve is
a great starting point in bearing burdens. The article on worship
gives us just such a perspective of our God who sits in the throne
room of the universe, worthy of all praise and adoration, as
Creator and Redeemer.1 With our minds set on the things above,2
we gain a transformational eternal perspective on temporal
burdens.

We have the example of the Lord Jesus Christ Himself. It is He
who has borne a burden beyond what any of us will ever
know.3 He did so by faith, with an eternal perspective, and an
understanding of what lay on the other side.4

The old hymn says:

‘Mark the sacrifice appointed,
See who bears the awful load;
’Tis the Word, the Lord’s Anointed,
Son of Man and Son of God!’5

The same hymn finishes by echoing the often repeated
thought of multiple biblical writers6 – ‘none shall ever
be confounded who on Him their hopes have built.’
What a great thought for us to rest in as we bear life’s
burdens.

References: (1) Rev. 4 & 5  (2) Col. 3:2; Rom.
12:2  (3) Is. 53:12; 1 Pet. 2:24  (4) Heb. 12:2
(5) T.Kelly, PHSS, 14  (6) Is. 28:16; Rom. 9:33;
10:11; 1 Pet. 2:6
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In our last issue we looked at this subject in the book of
Genesis, where the references concerned the personal
experience of God’s face by individuals.

When we come to the book of Exodus, the collective idea
of God’s people is introduced. The first reference to the
people of God in the Bible is in Exodus 3:6-8 where
Moses stood before the flaming bush and hid his face; for
he was afraid to look at God. God said, “I have surely
seen … my people … heard their cry … I know their
sufferings … I have come down to deliver them …” As we
have noted before, when God sees, hears and knows, it
relates to His face, and His coming down can be thought
of as bringing His face nearer. There, in the remote
wilderness, God opened His heart to the 80-year-old
shepherd and gave him his lifelong responsibility for the
leadership of God’s people. To fulfil this charge Moses
needed ‘face time’ with God, and we read in Exodus
33:11 that the LORD used to speak to Moses face to face,
as a man speaks to his friend.

Having considered in Genesis the blessing of the face of
God on Israel the individual, we come now to consider it
upon the children of Israel, the people of God in
Numbers 6:22-27. As in the experience of Jacob/Israel,
the face of God is associated with blessing for His people.
It was for their protection and grace and peace.

“The LORD bless you and keep you;
the LORD make his face to shine upon you and be

gracious to you;
the LORD lift up his countenance upon you, and give

you peace.”
What does ‘lifting up His countenance’ mean? Some
years ago a young father told me about an exchange he
had with his three-year-old daughter. He had come home
after a hard day at work and the child was earnestly trying
to talk to him while he responded in a desultory and
distracted way, preoccupied with other things. Suddenly
he became aware that her voice had acquired a new
sharpness as she addressed him by his first name (for the
first time that he could remember) and said, “Will you
look at me with your face!”

The idea is that this supreme blessing involves the full
and concentrated attention of God: the lifting up of His
countenance upon us. Surely we must respond with the
same concentrated attention. How much time of this sort
do we actually give Him?

In this connection, consider the showbread  – the bread of
the Presence – on the table in the tabernacle, spoken of in
Exodus 25:30. The literal translation of showbread is the
‘bread of faces’. The twelve loaves, corresponding to the
twelve tribes, surely represented in the sanctuary the faces
of God’s people and teach us how much it means to God

to have our faces fully turned towards His face in His
dwelling place.

From this outline study we cannot omit King David, who
is described as a man after God’s heart, meaning that he
cared about the things that God cared about. In Psalm 24
he answers the question,

Who shall ascend the hill of the LORD?
And who shall stand in his holy place?1

and adds,

Such is the generation of those who seek him,
who seek the face of the God of Jacob.2

Then in Psalm 27 the Lord expresses the strength of His
heart’s desire for God’s house,

“One thing have I asked …” 3

And there also in verse 8 he recognizes that in that setting
there is a special collective experience of the face of God,

“You have said, “Seek4 my face.”
My heart says to you,
“Your face, LORD, do I seek.”

In recognizing David’s individual devotion to the Lord,
we must not fail to see how much he treasured collective
service in association with God’s house.

I was glad when they said to me,
“Let us go to the house of the LORD!”5

Before we leave the Old Testament, we must visit the
prophetic Scriptures, which reveal so much of God’s
sadness and disappointment with the indifference,
carelessness and neglect of His people, as their hearts
grew cold and distant from their divine Lover. This was
despite all His unfailing love, goodness and patience to
them. Hear the chilling warning through Jeremiah: “They
have turned to me their back and not their face. And
though I have taught them persistently, they have not
listened to receive instruction.”6 Surely we also must take
this to heart.

References: (1) Ps. 24:3  (2) Ps. 24:6  (3) Ps. 27:4  (4) The
command ‘seek’ is addressed to more than one person
(5) Ps. 122:1  (6) Jer. 32:33    Bible quotations from ESV

The face of God
John Archibald, Wembley, England
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The greater the burden, the greater the preparation must
be, and it was surely a heavy burden that lay in store for
John as he heard the Lord declare, “I will show you what
must take place after this.”1 The record of the Revelation
is startling to us who read it; but to John it was more
immediate, more terrible still, as he saw unfold before his
eyes the predestined course for this corrupted world.
What could prepare the old apostle for such a vision?
Only this: the realisation that, through it all, God was on
the throne. Though despised and refused on earth, He was
worshipped and adored in heaven, and, possessing
absolute authority, in full control of it all.

The majesty of God
Revelation 4 and 5 reveal the marvellous beauty of the
scene presented to John as he passed through the door
standing open in heaven. Before him stood a throne, and
upon it one who had the appearance of jasper and
carnelian, whose splendour cast an emerald rainbow in
the brightness of heaven.

Ezekiel, in his preparation, had seen the same throne as he
stood by the banks of the Chebar and gazed upon one
whose appearance was as it were gleaming metal … as it
were the appearance of fire, and there was brightness
around him.2

Jasper and carnelian are gemstones bearing the colours of
fire and capable of the highest polish. These stones
describe His glory, just as John would later see the new

Jerusalem coming down out of heaven having the glory of
God, its radiance like a most rare jewel, like a jasper,
clear as crystal.3 Searching for ways to describe what he
saw, John gazed upon the glory of God, burning in
holiness and casting a brightness so intense that it created
a rainbow in heaven.

Since the days of Noah, the rainbow had been a reminder
of God’s covenant never again to judge mankind by a
flood.4 On earth it would appear for a time, as sunlight
shone through the darkness of the rainclouds, and then it
would vanish. Not so in heaven, as Ezekiel and John
traced its presence to the throne, where it remained an
eternal reminder of the steadfast grace of God, sending a
glorious shaft of light through all the darkness of sin
which had enveloped creation.

The worship of heaven
Around this majestic display of the beauty and authority
of God were four living creatures, full of eyes in front and
behind.5 Writing to the Ephesians, Paul expressed his
wish that God might give them a spirit of wisdom and of
revelation in the knowledge of him, having the eyes of
your hearts enlightened.6 Adorned with many eyes, and
so enlightened in the revelation of their knowledge of
God, their worship was ceaseless:

“Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord God Almighty,
who was and is and is to come!”5

The worship of the angels began with who God is.
His holiness, His power and His eternity are
intrinsic characteristics of the nature of God and
they inspire the worship of heaven, for at the
sound of that refrain twenty-four elders fell from
their thrones. We may speculate whether the
twenty-four elders are themselves an order of
angelic beings, or redeemed ones now gathered to
glory. The purity of their garments, the honour of
their crowns and the authority of their thrones all
suggest that these had been faithful overcomers in
mortal life,7 but now they cast before God all that
was honourable to them. God had given them their
crowns, but how could they wear them in the
presence of Him to whom all glory and honour and
power belongs? So, in worship, they glorified God
and abased themselves, abandoning all the
symbols of their worthiness to Him who alone is
worthy! Their song to Him was the song of old,

Worship

Worship God
James Needham, Birmingham, England

When God fills the hands of His servants with a work to be
done for Him, we can be sure He takes care to prepare them
for the task.
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which had filled heaven when earth’s
foundations were laid,

“when the morning stars sang together
and all the sons of God shouted for

joy”8:
“you created all things,
and by your will they existed and were

created.”9

As the scene moves into chapter 5, the
worship of heaven becomes occupied with
‘the Lamb’ who stands in the midst as one
freshly slain. Before Him, the living
creatures and the twenty-four elders fall,
the old song of creation giving way to the
new song of redemption.10 Its subject is the
Lamb who, by His death, has

“ransomed people for God
 from every tribe and language and people and

nation,”11

and in its melody thousands of thousands join; every
creature united in the chorus proclaiming the worth of the
Lamb.

The first article in this series traced the connection
between worth and worship. It is a connection found in
heaven’s praises, where both God and the Lamb are
declared to be worthy. In the original language, the word
is axios and carries the thought of being weighed out and
found equal to something corresponding in value. Outside
of Revelation 4 and 5, axios is used in a material context
to describe the worthiness of a labourer to receive his
wages,12 and in a spiritual context to describe the
unworthiness of man before God.13 Only within these
chapters is axios used about God, for in heaven the
measure is altogether different. Before the presence of the
majesty of God, there is no creature who is found
worthy,14 for none but the Lamb can equal the weight of
the value of God. There, their worth is unequalled and
unchallenged. The Lamb once crucified beside a thief
who acknowledged the weight of his deeds in his
worthiness of death,15 is now acknowledged by myriads
as worthy of the full weight of their adoration.

The worship of a people
In Hebrews 12, having reached the climax of his letter in
the access given to the people of God to enter through the
veil and worship in God’s presence above,16 the writer
compares that present experience with the experience of
Israel in their flight from Egypt. Then, released from
bondage to service,17 they came to Sinai to receive the
covenant and instructions for worship. Today, the people
of God have also come to a mountain, but one which does
not rise from the wilderness floor, and at whose summit
stands the heavenly Jerusalem. The old order – the
encampment of Israel and the tents of the Levites – are
replaced by innumerable angels in festal gathering … the
assembly of the firstborn who are enrolled in heaven.18

And so a redeemed and gathered-together people,

purchased by blood to be “a kingdom and priests to our
God”,19 enter in to appear before God in the presence of
the hosts of heaven.

The God who sits enthroned in heaven is worthy of our
adoration. His holiness, might and eternity, which form
the constant refrain of those gathered around His throne,
should fill our minds too until, taken up with His person,
our worship overflows with rejoicing at His gracious
design fulfilled in Christ. Today, God is seeking
worshippers whose heartfelt response reflects the elders in
heaven, who, measuring their worth against the worth of
God, count themselves nothing and fall before His throne,
casting to Him their every honour, and offering up from
filled hands and redeemed hearts the full weight of their
adoring worship. There within the veil, as a people
ascends to worship, His delight and ours shall be one, for
He and we will be taken up with the wonder and beauty
of the Son, of whom God never tires to hear. And our
voices shall mingle with the heavenly throng in the new
song of redemption which echoes around the throne:
“Worthy is the Lamb who was slain!”20

 Though fails our understanding dull
 His worth to compass to the full,
 We yet would speak of Him to Thee;
 Dear to Thyself and us is He.21

References:

(1) Rev. 4:1  (2) Ezek. 1:27  (3) Rev. 21:11  (4) Gen.
9:13-15  (5) Rev. 4:6  (6) Eph. 1:17-18  (7) Rev. 2:10,
26-27; 3:4-5  (8) Job 38:7  (9) Rev. 4:11  (10) Rev. 5:8-
10; Ps. 40:2-3; 96:1-2  (11) Rev. 5:9  (12) Mat. 10:10
(13) John 1:27  (14) Rev. 5:4  (15) Luke 23:41  (16) Heb.
10:19-20  (17) Ex. 5:1; 8:1  (18) Heb. 12:22-23  (19) Rev.
5:10   (20) Rev. 5:12  (21) C. Belton, PHSS, 110

Bible quotations from ESV
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“I was no prophet, nor a prophet’s son, but I was a
herdsman and a dresser of sycamore figs. But the
LORD took me from following the flock, and the
LORD said to me, ‘Go, prophesy to my people
Israel.’”1

Then, as now, neither intellect nor family tradition
qualify the man of God, but only the call of the Lord to
the work.

Israel was split into two kingdoms, Israel and Judah,
when Amos preached. He grew up in Judah, among the
shepherds of Tekoa … in the days of Uzziah king of Judah
and in the days of Jeroboam the son of Joash, king of
Israel.2 Uzziah was a good king and had brought military
security and prosperity to Jerusalem. Later in life,
however, he wanted to do everything himself and died for
trying, against the will of God, to be not only king, but
priest as well. Jeroboam II, by contrast, was as bad as the
previous king of that name, who had split the kingdom in
the first place and made the northern kingdom descend
into idolatry.3  Nevertheless, this was a settled time in the
history of both Israelite states and a lot of people were
able to take life easy. Amos would have preached at the
same time as Jonah north of the border4  and just before
Isaiah’s main writings.5

Thank goodness we’re not like them! Many of Amos’s
first listeners would have been comfortable enough with
the first chapter. It denounced their enemies one after
another. It started with the Syrians, who were the main
threat to their security. Punishment was coming upon
them because they have threshed Gilead with threshing
sledges of iron.6 The picture is a graphic one. These
sledges were pulled by oxen over the grain after the
harvest to beat it out so that the grain could be separated
from the useless chaff. It means they had crushed this area
of Israel on the far side of the Jordan. It was one of the
first areas to go when the LORD began to cut off parts of
Israel.7 At the beginning of Jeroboam II’s reign, the
LORD saw that the affliction of Israel was very bitter8

because of the Syrians. The message therefore that, “I
will break the gate-bar of Damascus”9 would have been a
popular opening. Indeed the Lord in His amazing mercy
and compassion gave Jeroboam strength to recapture lost
territory and even the Syrian cities of Damascus and
Hamath themselves.10 Amos’s prophecy that ‘the people
of Syria shall go into exile to Kir’ was fulfilled about

three decades later when their northern neighbours
Assyria overtook them in power.11

Having despatched the Syrians, Amos deals with the other
neighbours.  The reasons for their downfall is clear.  Each
section begins ‘For three transgressions … and for four, I
will not revoke the punishment’.12 But just as our
imaginary listener is settling down to enjoy himself,
Amos brings it closer to home.

Thus says the LORD: “For three transgressions of Judah,
and for four, I will not revoke the punishment, because
they have rejected the law of the LORD, and have not kept
his statutes, but their lies have led them astray, those after
which their fathers walked.

So I will send a fire upon Judah, and it shall devour the
strongholds of Jerusalem.”13

The people were still turning away from God’s
commandments, their idolatry on Israel’s high places still
only just under the surface. They had as many sins to
confront as the nations around them. Sadly, when
generations continued to ignore God, this prophecy was
fulfilled as the Babylonians burned Jerusalem with fire.14

Israel, too, was going to have to face up to their
transgressions. Amos focuses on their oppression of the
poor:

they sell the righteous for silver, and the needy for a
pair of sandals – 

those who trample the head of the poor into the dust of
the earth and turn aside the way of the afflicted.15

Explicitly ignoring the commandments of the law,16 they
deprived their debtors even of the only clothes they had
for warmth. What does God think of today’s loan sharks
and the more professional failure to show mercy on the
part of more reputable financial institutions?

The denunciation of both Israelite kingdoms continues
into chapter 4. Then Amos reminds them of the various
attempts the Lord had made to discipline them. He
intended to get their attention by the disasters brought

Lessons from the minor prophets

Amos
Scourge of the complacent
Karl Smith, Kirkintilloch, Scotland

“The LORD took me
from following the flock …”

Amos was not a career prophet. He was a
humble man from a humble background:
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upon their land. The recurring chorus to the song,
however, is “yet you did not return to me.”17 Is the Lord
trying to get us to take notice that we are going the wrong
way by what He brings into our lives? The New
Testament, explaining the Old, reminds us that the Lord
disciplines the one he loves and commands, “do not
regard lightly the discipline of the Lord”.18 Amos brings
out the Lord’s sorrow when we stubbornly will not return
to Him, the outcome for which He longs.

Amos then takes a long view of Israel’s idolatry, going
back to their earliest days of travel through the wilderness
to the promised land. Stephen quotes Amos 5:25-27 to
make this very point to the religious authorities in
Jerusalem.19 What really bothers him is the hypocrisy of
trying to combine service in God’s house with lack of
concern for the poor. Some even professed to look
forward to the manifestation of God’s glory at the end of
time:

Woe to you who desire the day of the LORD! 
Why would you have the day of the LORD?
It is darkness, and not light.20

It is easy to say we are a people who desire the Lord’s
return and reign, but do we share God’s rejection of the
things for which His wrath is coming, or do we
tolerate them in our own lives? Christ has saved
us from that coming anger, but it was costly for
Him and demands our repentance.

The keynote of the book is the beginning of
chapter six:

“Woe to those who are at ease in Zion, 
and to those who feel secure on the mountain

of Samaria.”  
Like the New Testament church of God in
Laodicea,21 they presumed on the fact that they
were in the right place. “I’m baptised and in the
church now, so I can coast for a bit,” we can
imagine the Laodiceans saying, and all the while
the Lord Jesus was outside, knocking at the door.
May we never lose our sensitivity to the challenge
of the Lord.

One area picked out for special criticism was Bethel. It
had been the place of God’s revelation to Jacob that He
wanted to live in a house on earth.22 Although Jerusalem
was chosen as the place for that house to be built,23 Bethel
was still used by many as a place of pagan worship and in
particular, one of the two golden calves that Jeroboam I
had originally erected was there.24 A Jew from the
southern kingdom, Amos was not afraid to travel north to
denounce what was going on at Bethel.25 The end of
chapter 7 narrates the opposition Amos faced from the
priest of the local religion there for his trouble. Those
outwardly faithful to the Lord in Judah were not much
better, however.  They couldn’t wait for the service to be
over to start making money again!26

The book ends with an apocalyptic vision of judgement,
yet this culminates in a burst of joyful anticipation of the

Millennial glory to follow. It emphasizes the people from
all nations celebrating the coming Messiah:

“In that day I will raise up 
the booth of David that is fallen 
and repair its breaches, 
and raise up its ruins 
and rebuild it as in the days of old, 
that they may possess the remnant of Edom 
and all the nations who are called by my name,” 
declares the LORD who does this.27 

At the very first conference of overseers, James quoted
this to demonstrate the Lord’s intention to have a people
made of both Jews and Gentiles (non-Jews).28 The whole
world will rejoice that Israel is settled in their land. For all
the judgement prophesied, repentance and the return of
Messiah, who pays for all our sins, will result in
wonderful outbursts of joy:

“I will plant them on their land, 
and they shall never again be uprooted 
out of the land that I have given them,” 
says the LORD your God.29

References:

(1) Amos 7:14-15  (2) Amos 1:1; see 2 Chron. 11:1-6
(3) See 1 Kin. 12.16-33 for Jeroboam I, 2 Kin. 14.23-29
for Jeroboam II and 2 Chronicles 26 for Uzziah  (4) 2
Kin. 14:25  (5) Is. 6:1  (6) Amos 1:3  (7) 2 Kin. 10:32-33
(8) 2 Kin. 14:26  (9) Amos 1:5  (10) 2 Kin. 14:28  (11) 2
Kin. 16:9 – they also exiled the Northern kingdom, Israel,
from their land (2 Kin. 17:6)  (12) Amos 1:3,6,9,11,13;
2:1  (13) Amos 2:4-5  (14) 2 Kin. 25:9  (15) Amos 2:6-7
(16) Ex. 22:26  (17) Amos 4:6,8,9,10,11  (18) Heb. 12:5-6
(19) Acts 7:42-43 Stephen quoting the Gk Old Testament
from memory, with variations from the Hebrew
(20) Amos 5:18  (21) Rev. 3:14-27  (22) Gen. 28:10-22
(23) See Deut. 12:1-14; 1 Kin. 9:3  (24) 1 Kin. 12:29
(25) Amos 3:14; 4:4; 5:5-6  (26) Amos 8:5  (27) Amos
9:11-12  (28) Acts 15:14  (29) Amos 9:15

Bible quotations from ESV 
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It’s 20 years since I graduated debt-free in the UK (in the
final days of free tuition and student grants, not loans).
What a different story today! Students were recently
protesting in London, England, about the high cost of rent
there on top of hefty university tuition fees. Of course,
rising house prices have made it well nigh impossible for
a lot of people to do anything other than rent. House
prices in Vancouver, Canada, are said to have risen by an
eye-watering 20% in 2015. All this, and the absence of
traditional ‘good jobs’ for those early in their career, has
spawned a generation that feels saddled with back-
breaking debt just as their lives are beginning; and the
burden seems to get heavier by the day. These days, it’s
more of a property greasy pole than a ladder.

Governments are currently trying to solve the issue of
affordable housing in different ways. In the UK, a Help-
to-Buy Savings Plan will be topped up by 25% for a down
payment by the government. In Canada, the minimum
amount needed for a deposit has actually been increased
(which should, indirectly, cool the property market).

Time will tell how successful these different solutions are,
but as I thought about all this, it struck me that many
Christians experience something similar to this feeling of
hopelessness and despair. Having been born again, our
lives have truly begun and we can look forward to all the
blessings and opportunities that God has in store for us.
But there is a problem, a big problem – we’re carrying
around a heavy burden from our old, earlier life that we
just cannot seem to get rid of. Our old habits, temptations
and desires are still right there and can, at times, seem to
be getting worse, not better. There seems little doubt that
the apostle Paul felt the same as most of us surely do at
times. Just read Romans 7:15-24 to get a sense of his
experience.

A phrase in the rhetorical question of verse 24
encapsulates in a nutshell the struggle that he’s been
striving to communicate in the preceding verses: who will
deliver me from this body of death? Although it’s difficult
to verify the historicity of the practice, some
commentators have wondered if he was referring to a
sentence in Roman society of a murderer having the
murder victim strapped permanently to their body, which
was never to be removed, on penalty of the death of any
helper. In any case, it provides a very powerful
illustration to help us appreciate how Paul felt. Just
imagine, if you can bear to, the shame, the heavy weight,
the ever-increasing stench and decay, the risk of
contamination. No doubt the hapless criminal longed to
be rid of the corpse, this ‘body of death’, but was never
able to move on, always burdened and all-too-aware of
what had happened in the past, and what it meant for his
present and his future.

Thankfully, Paul in the very next verse provides the
solution: I thank God – through Jesus Christ our Lord!1

Romans 8 expertly unpacks this statement and here are
three highlights:

● The penalty of sin removed – through the forgiveness
of Christ he is freed from eternal condemnation,2 (not
only from the sins he did, but does and will do). Isn’t
it poignant to think that the cost of the removal of our
sentence was the forfeiting of His own life at the
cross? It was John Bunyan who wrote:

What place is this!
Must here be the beginning of my bliss?
Must here the burden fall from off my back?
Must here the strings that bound it to me crack?
Blest cross! blest sepulchre! blest rather be
The Man that there was put to shame for me!3

● The power of sin removed – by the power of God’s
indwelling Spirit he is empowered to do God’s will.4
Paul expands on this later in the letter, encouraging us
to clothe ourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ so that
we do not think about how to gratify the desires of the
flesh.5

● The presence of sin removed – one day even his
mortal body will be redeemed and it will reveal
incomparable glory.6

I’m not qualified to comment on whether there were
housing and debt crises 2,000 years ago. But there was
definitely a far more serious problem which still exists
today – isn’t it wonderful that the same God-given
solution is still available and effective?

References: (1) Rom. 7:25  (2) Rom. 8:1  (3) John
Bunyan, Pilgrim’s Progress, 1678  (4) Rom. 8:9  (5) Rom.
13:14  (6) Rom. 8:18,23

Bible quotations from NKJV

A heavy burden
Martin Jones, Toronto, Canada
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We sometimes relegate, perhaps subconsciously, the
directness of these words to the perceived simplicity of
the times during which Jesus spoke them. Surely such a
simple equation no longer works in the complex
environment in which we now find ourselves?

We are happy to read that God causes all things to work
together for good to those who love God, to those who are
called according to His purpose,2 and we are happy to see
how that worked out for people like Joseph in relation to
his brothers and David in relation to Saul. But sadly, this
world has become too big and too complex for simple
faith to be enough! Really? When did the Lord cease to
uphold all things by the word of His power?3 When did
our ways become higher – or wiser – than His?4 When
did working in the present day become a greater challenge
than sorting out all of eternity? We would do well to
remember God’s ‘discussion’ with Job.5

“The just shall live by faith.”6 Faith in the work of Christ
was the conduit by which we who were once dead in our
trespasses and sins were made alive,7 and it is the lifeline
by which the abundant life the Lord came to give to us, is
fully enjoyed.8

So when Jesus said, “Seek first the kingdom of God” –
He meant it! This is not a command to be careless
stewards of our possessions and talents, but rather careful
planners of our priorities in light of the Word of God, not
the wisdom of the world. The kingdom of God transcends
culture, race, boundaries and nations. We submit to the
appropriate earthly government in each place,9 yet our
only allegiance is to God. Jesus Himself said of this
kingdom that it “is not of this world.”10 The aim of God’s
kingdom is not to create a better world, but rather to see
God’s will done on earth as it is in heaven.11 His will is
not going to be thwarted, or helped, by a ballot.

So now to the question: ‘Should Christians vote?’
Romans 13 simply tells us that God appoints the
governments of the world. It takes little effort to compile
a list of leaders and governments for whom we would
never have voted, yet these verses leave little room for
doubting that God has a purpose for each one. There is
also no wiggle room in our responsibility toward these
appointed authorities. We are to obey them, pray for
them, and not to speak badly about them.12 We are
citizens of heaven,13 surely we can trust the King of Kings
to appoint the leader He’s chosen to use for His purposes.
We are ambassadors of Christ14 – aliens in this world,15

not of this world16 – whose purpose is to proclaim the
good news of the Gospel of Jesus Christ and whose
prayer is for a peace-loving and tranquil government to
allow this.17

Some people might point to the Lord’s saying: “Render
to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s”18  But we should
consider that this was in reference to a coin made in the
image of Caesar and spoken to men made in the image of
God.19

God is interested in every detail of our lives and He will
work all things together for good, though we can be sure
His methods will often surprise us. Jesus’ disciples, who
received clear teaching from the Lord about His death,
still seemed to hope that they would see the overthrow of
Rome.20 What they saw instead was far more awesome.
God’s word is clear concerning the worsening state of
affairs in this world leading up to the ‘end times’. We
shouldn’t be surprised, nor should we be anxious – God
has a plan and it will be fulfilled. The kingdom which
Jesus commanded us to seek first and entrusted to us as
careful workmen, is a kingdom of far greater glory and
permanence than any on this earth. The kingdom we have
the pleasure and responsibility of building is greater than
any government for which we might have the opportunity
to vote.
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Attitudes to …

Voting
Ira Williamson, Littleton, USA

“Seek first His kingdom and His righteousness,
and all these things will be added to you.”1
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As I write this article, I’m in a country where
‘baptismal regeneration’ is a widely held doctrine.
For any who have not encountered this, it’s the
belief that water baptism (as distinct from baptism
in the Holy Spirit1) is necessary for someone to
become a child of God, to have new life, and to
obtain salvation from the penalty of their sins. In
what follows we will defend the Bible’s teaching –
from Romans chapter 6, for example – that
believers’ water baptism is a public recognition of
an inner change previously brought about by God
through faith on our part. Upon baptism, the
Christian believer resolves to live to please the Lord.

I well remember my first attempt at outlining
orthodox New Testament teaching on Philippine
soil. It was June 2003 and the room was
comfortably full with some 40-50 persons giving
rapt attention, and with their Bibles open. I was speaking
through an interpreter and this, although accurately done,
elongated the process. The feature, however, that really
lengthened the study was its thoroughly interactive nature.
I was still covering ‘first base’ on the New Birth when the
first interruption came. “Born of water and the Spirit2:
doesn’t this reference to water allude to a believer’s
baptism in water? and does it not prove that such a
baptism is a required part of what it means to be re-born?
and in this way we possess salvation from the penalty of
our sins?”

It should not seem strange to us that this opinion is
encountered. It has a long history, stretching back, it
would seem, at least as far as 110-165 AD and the time of
Justin Martyr who wrote: ‘He that, out of contempt, will
not be baptized, shall be condemned as an unbeliever …
For the Lord says: “Except a man be baptized of water
and of the Spirit, he shall by no means enter into the
kingdom of heaven.”’3 Speaking elsewhere of those under
instruction, he said: ‘Then we bring them to a place where
there is water, and they are regenerated in the same
manner in which we ourselves were regenerated.’4

The problem with this interpretation of John 3:5 is that it
makes an inaccurate assumption that born of water refers
to water baptism. Is there a better way of understanding
the Lord’s combined use of water and the Spirit in
relation to the spiritual renewing of our nature which is a
necessary condition for qualification for the kingdom of
God? There is, for in verse 10 of the same chapter the
Lord challenges Nicodemus’ ignorance of the relevant
Old Testament background which Nicodemus as the
teacher of Israel was expected (by the Lord) to have
understood. Note the reference to ‘water’ and ‘spirit’ in
the context of inner spiritual transformation that’s found

in Ezekiel’s writing: I will sprinkle clean water on you,
and you will be clean … and put a new spirit within you;
and I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and
give you a heart of flesh.5 This linking of ‘water/washing’
to the Spirit’s work at (Israel’s future) conversion
indicates Titus 3:5 is a more helpful clarification of John
3:5.

After that first encounter in Davao City, I’ve repeatedly
come across those of different denominations who
advocate that, without water baptism, we cannot be
assured of divine forgiveness and a place in heaven. Some
others, with a kindred spirit to ourselves in seeking to
return carefully to the New Testament Scriptures, stumble
at the early hurdle of Acts 2:38. Surely, they say, this
verse which talks of being baptized … for the forgiveness
of … sins in order to receive the gift of the Holy Spirit is
all the proof we need that baptismal regeneration is an
essential part of the established New Testament pattern of
teaching?

However, before we could conclude that, we must apply
the safeguard of comparing scripture with scripture,
allowing verses where the meaning is plain, to govern our
understanding of texts where the meaning is less clear.
Such a survey shows that it’s most likely that the verse
we’ve mentioned was some kind of special requirement to
attest to the genuineness of faith commitment of those
Jews belonging to the generation who had put Christ to
the cross. When we compare Acts 10:43 with 19:2, the
settled pattern of Apostolic teaching is clarified:
forgiveness of sins and receiving the gift of the Holy
Spirit are granted to those who believe, prior to their
water baptism (which is found in Acts 10:48 and 19:5
respectively).

Deviations from the Christian faith

Is baptism needed for salvation?
Brian Johnston, Leigh, England
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Paul sends a clear signal in 1 Corinthians 1:17 by saying:
Christ did not send me to baptize, but to preach the
gospel. If it is taught that baptism is necessary for
salvation, how could Paul make such an emphatic
distinction?

Generally, advocates of the belief that baptism in water is
necessary for salvation rest their case strongly on Mark
16:16. If only subjected to a superficial review, this verse
seems to make their case clearly: He who has believed
and has been baptized shall be saved; but he who has
disbelieved shall be condemned. If anyone wishes to be
contentious on the basis of this verse, they must be faced
up with the second part of it which focuses on the critical
element of belief alone among those who are not to be
condemned. I often point out that I, too, am a baptized
believer and I know that I am saved, but the Scriptures
(including this one) teach that it’s crucially my faith in
Christ’s atoning death that has saved me from future
condemnation before a holy God. It’s also worthwhile
pointing out that the concluding section of Mark’s Gospel
– of which this verse is part – is not found in early New
Testament manuscripts. As a result, we can by no means
be certain that this is part of the inspired original text. It’s
foolhardy to base a doctrine upon a singular text whose
authority can, at least, be debated.

Usually, as the debate unfolds, there comes an anticipated
appeal to 1 Peter 3:21 which says:

Corresponding to [those brought safely through the
waters of Noah’s flood], baptism now saves you - not the
removal of dirt from the flesh, but an appeal to God for a
good conscience – through the resurrection of Jesus
Christ. It’s necessary to think rather carefully here. At the
time of the devastating, worldwide Flood in the days of
Noah, the ark was the vehicle to save its occupants from
the watery judgment; but the waters themselves were the
vehicle that saved the very same persons from the
previous corrupt world. The former seems to typify
salvation from the penalty of sins; and the latter, salvation
from a corrupting society in which we may in all good
conscience have to endure suffering when
doing what is right. Only in this last sense
does – or can – baptism be said (correctly) to
‘save’ us. A baptized follower of the Lord
Jesus can helpfully consult their conscience
regarding their intended actions: is this
activity consistent with my advertised identity
as a follower of Christ?

And with this, Acts 22:16 can be satisfactorily
shown to be in agreement. Let’s look at the
verse: … be baptized, and wash away your
sins, calling on His name. Set at the time of
Saul’s dramatic conversion, these are the
words of God’s servant, Ananias. Saul had
encountered the risen Christ on the Damascus
highway. He too, had been a high profile
opponent of the Christian persuasion, and it
might be argued (as in Acts 2:38), that the
public act of water baptism was accordingly

and again exceptionally required of him. It’s not
necessary to understand the text in that specialized way,
however, but in a way that applies to all believers.
Believer’s baptism is intended to be a watershed event in
one’s life.6 By saving faith we are not the same person we
once were in God’s sight,7 and following our water
baptism we are not to live as we once lived (in our sinful
past lifestyle8). So, the washing of Acts 22:16 can be
viewed as the cleansing of our ways, the removal of past
vices, and the demonstration of a new lifestyle no longer
dominated by obvious sin.

In a land like the Philippines where the teaching of
Ephesians 2:8-9 is so effective against the error of a
reliance on good works for salvation, it’s sometimes
found to be helpful to observe that baptism as a rite or
ordinance, is a ‘good work’ which we do in obedience to
the Lord’s command and, as such, it cannot bring
salvation from sin’s penalty.

Space forbids, sadly, from expounding the overwhelming
biblical case for salvation by faith alone, upon repentance.
We leave it therefore for the reader to satisfy himself or
herself that this is the irrefutable mainline teaching of the
New Testament, beginning with such texts as John 1:12;
3:16; 5:24, etc.

By the way, I’ll never forget the sequel to the 2003
seminar we mentioned by way of our opening remarks.
As the answers given above were publicly shared, the
debaters fell silent and loud ‘Amens’ punctuated the air in
praise of God who had confirmed His Word.
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In our first article on giving, we started to consider
the example of the saints in Macedonia, recorded for
us by Paul in 2 Corinthians 8 and 9. Here Paul
wanted to share their wonderful example with the
brothers and sisters in Corinth, and specifically their
act of grace1 in giving to support others in the
Church of God in Jerusalem. It is the specific
circumstances of this generosity that are still truly
remarkable, and maybe even counter-intuitive to us,
as we read about it today.

… the Macedonian churches. In the
midst of a very severe trial, their
overflowing joy and their extreme
poverty welled up in rich generosity.2

Where, then, did this joyful conviction and selfless
impulse come from? Naturally speaking, it is often
when things are going well for us, when we’re happy
and content and feel that we have enough for our
own needs, that we might then start to feel more
generous and comfortable to share the rest with
others. But that was not a situation in which these
dear Christians found themselves. They were being
severely tested, but they were filled with abundant
joy. They knew extreme poverty, but were
overflowing with a wealth of generosity; not just
according to their means, but even beyond their means,
begging us earnestly for the favor of taking part in the
relief of the saints.3 What a contrast with our natural
selfish tendencies, and what an example to the church in
Corinth then – and to us today!

It has been suggested that our problem in society today is
not that people do not know that they should support and
help the poor, but rather people do know and yet are not
truly motivated to do so in their hearts. We live in a time
of staggering inequality. It has recently been reported by
the charity Oxfam that the 62 richest individuals in the
world now own the same wealth as the poorest
3,600,000,000 combined (that is, half the world’s
population!). We also live in a materialistic age where
neither legislation, nor knowledge, nor appeals to morals,
reason or even love can slow, much less stop, the divide
from increasing between rich and poor.

So in the midst of this age, what greater motivation is
there for us to give than the experience, appreciation and
joyful awe of God’s grace in our redemption, and a
growing respect and love for others as we appreciate their
value in God’s estimation.

The act of grace of the saints in Macedonia was made
possible because of the gift of the grace of God that had

been given to them.4 In other words, they were able and
motivated to show rich kindness to others because they
had first received and experienced the greater unmerited
favour of God in redemption: For you know the grace of
our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for
your sake he became poor, so that you by his poverty
might become rich.5

What a supreme example we see, then, in the divine
selflessness and generosity of God, unparalleled and
unbounded: For from his fullness we have all received,
grace upon grace.6 In comparison to the fullness of the
spiritual riches we have received through His poverty, any
material poverty that we might have to face is ultimately
fleeting and inconsequential.

So the gift of grace to us should always lead us to acts of
grace to support others. That was certainly the experience
of the first Christians.7 We read of how the believers in
Jerusalem had glad and generous hearts, and isn’t that
strikingly similar to the abundance of joy and the
overflowing wealth of generosity that was demonstrated
by the Macedonians? God loves a cheerful giver8 and it
was not a commandment or an imposed legal or
socialistic framework that led to their selling possessions
and giving to those in need. Rather, it was their joy and

Giving

Giving to support others
Gareth Andrews, Melbourne, Australia

The gift of grace to us should always lead
us to acts of grace to support others.
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their unity in heart and mind that meant there was not a
needy person among them.9 Here, in God’s grace, we see
selflessness and love in action within a community and
fellowship of equals. Surely this was – and is – a better
basis of mutual support and equality than any of the
flawed extremes and failures of humanly devised social
frameworks: more driven than capitalism, more equitable
than communism.

In the mistakes of Ananias and Sapphira (misleading and
lying) within this same community in Acts 5, we are
reminded of the continuing tension between our own
natural tendency to desire self-sufficiency, by holding
back for ourselves, compared to the voluntary act of grace
and faith in giving to support others while totally relying
on God. Looking at the Old Testament, the scholar Bruce
Waltke concluded: ‘The wicked advantage themselves by
disadvantaging others, but the righteous disadvantage
themselves to advantage others.’10 Today, are you or I
truly willing to disadvantage ourselves to advance the
community? What will that mean in practice from week
to week? Surely we can start by seeing giving as an
opportunity and a privilege as opposed to an obligation or
a burden and that itself should be an indicator of our
spiritual maturity.

James says: What good is it, my brothers, if someone says
he has faith but does not have works? Can that faith save
him? If a brother or sister is poorly clothed and lacking in
daily food, and one of you says to them, “Go in peace, be
warmed and filled,” without giving them the things
needed for the body, what good is that? So also faith by
itself, if it does not have works, is dead.11

When giving the law, Moses told the children of Israel to
change their hearts:

“… be no longer stubborn. For the LORD your God is
God of gods and Lord of lords, the great, the mighty, and
the awesome God, who is not partial and takes no bribe.
He executes justice for the fatherless and the widow, and
loves the sojourner, giving him food and clothing. Love
the sojourner, therefore,  for you were sojourners in the
land of Egypt.”12

The Lord set his heart on us in love. In return, we should
stop being stubborn. We should know in our
own hearts the sign of devotion and
passionate commitment of a changed
attitude from selfishness to selflessness;
thinking less about ourselves and instead
thinking more about others. A deeper
experience and acknowledgement of God’s
grace in our own lives will lead us to be

more caring about the lives of others. Grace makes us
more concerned with ensuring justice. Faith produces
good works.

And let our people learn to devote themselves to good
works, so as to help cases of urgent need, and not be
unfruitful.13

When Paul wrote to the Philippians, in Macedonia, he
was thankful for their partnership in the gospel14 with
him, and what fruit that partnership bore. Paul’s devotion
to spreading the good news of the gospel was facilitated
and even reliant on their other partnership with [Paul] in
giving and receiving.15 Paul was not interested in the gift
of itself, but what it allowed him to do, what it told him of
their care for him and what profit it accrued to the
Philippians’ account. What a beautiful mutually beneficial
relationship, supporting each other for us to emulate
today. What grace from God, that with their devoted
giving to him, a fragrant offering, a sacrifice acceptable
and pleasing to God, Paul was able to say: And my God
will supply every need of yours according to his riches in
glory in Christ Jesus. To our God and Father be glory for
ever and ever. Amen.16

One final challenge and encouragement to us from Paul
which guides our priority in giving: And let us not grow
weary of doing good, for in due season we will reap, if we
do not give up. So then, as we have opportunity, let us do
good to everyone, and especially to those who are of the
household of faith.17
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Peter & Felicity: Our son and daughter are in their early
20s. Both are in the Church of God and both have
university degrees. For Mark that seemed impossible
when he was diagnosed with Autism at the age of four.

For us, 1 Corinthians 13:7 became a special verse. Love
… bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things,
endures all things”.  Also “Train up the child according
to the tenor of his way, and when he is old he will not
depart from it.”1  The comment of G. Campbell Morgan
was helpful:-

‘In every child there are special and peculiar powers. The
true business of training a child, therefore, is that of
discovering what those powers are and developing them.’

To that end, we were introduced to the ‘Triad of
Impairments’ used to diagnose the condition first defined
by Lorna Wing,

1. Difficulties with social interaction. As a child, Mark
would play alongside other children rather than with
them. Working in a group is still a challenge unless
someone allocates Mark tasks to do.

2. Difficulties with social communication. One of the
better-known traits of autism is the tendency to take
language literally and to be very exact.  There is also a
problem with reading facial expressions and body
language. This means that we have to be
straightforward and direct when speaking to Mark to
ensure that he understands. Dropping hints doesn’t
work!

3. Difficulties with social imagination (i.e.
understanding abstract ideas and predicting others’
behaviours). Mark is not necessarily aware of how his
actions, such as his tendency to dominate a
conversation, impact on others.

There are often others, a couple of which Mark
touches on in his contribution below.

The scripture and comment mentioned at the start of
this article encouraged us to observe carefully the
children God had given us and to work with their

abilities and strengths, while trying to equip them for the
world they live in. It was no difficulty to us to introduce
a bedtime routine that included a Bible story and prayer,
a helpful foundation in many ways.  Any changes to
routines needed to be explained ahead of time and
prepared for. These requirements have made us very
aware of what our priorities are as Christians and as
parents. We have been helped so much by fellow-saints
who have taken time to build relationships with each of
our children as they grew and to teach them.

A person with autism may have an obsession; in Mark's
case, it was wheels and things that spin. We learned that
the purpose of the obsession was to soothe anxiety, and
that it did not indicate a life-long career! Specialist
advice on ways to reduce anxiety has helped us to wean
Mark off habits that were anti-social or disruptive.

[Eds note: we are deeply indebted to Mark for the
following insightful observations which can surely only
assist churches to become more welcoming. In this way
we can show something of our Lord’s inclusion of those
whom He encountered.]

Mark: Some points of my own. The first is to note from
the full name, Autistic Spectrum Condition (ASC), that
this condition covers a spectrum of characteristic
symptoms.

Since most reading this will belong to churches, attend
camps, etc., here are some tips on engaging with
individuals with ASC:

1) Do not be put off by lack of eye contact and fidgeting
(‘stimming’). Many with ASC find the former painful
due to sensory difficulties.

2) Find out what interests us. Alternatively, ask us about
what we’ve been up to. We tend to open up more as time
goes on and we become more trusting.      Cont. …

Living with …

Autism
Peter, Felicity and Mark Doël, Crowborough, England

SOCIAL
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Adebiyi, please tell us a little about
your background?
I was born in Ibadan, South West
Nigeria. After completing my
primary education, I came to Lagos
to work as a sales boy. Later I found
employment as a factory worker and
then moved to United Bank for
Africa as a messenger. I was
promoted to clerical officer there
until leaving in 1996.

Tell us, how was it that you came
to know the Saviour?
I was saved in 1975 and baptized in
the same year. I cannot state exactly
when I had the experience of
crossing from death into life or from
darkness into light. I am certain,
though, it was in 1975. One thing I
do know for a fact is the great role
played by my first cousin, who is
more of a brother to me – Solomon
Ajayi. He regularly preached the
gospel to me while I was still in
Ibadan, emphasizing my urgent need
of the Saviour and to be with the
people of God. He always talked
simply about John 3:16: “For God
so loved the world…” and 2
Corinthians 5:17: If anyone is in
Christ, he is a new creation; old
things have passed away; behold, all
things have become new.

I also regularly attended the gospel
meetings in the Assembly hall at
Surulere, Lagos and believe I made

my peace with God in one of those
meetings. In any event, I was
sufficiently convinced I had been
saved to express my desire to be
baptized and added to the saints in
Surulere. I do remember my
excitement then at being baptized in
the presence of brothers and sisters
and also friends. I was added to the
assembly in Surulere, Lagos. My
brother, Solomon Ajayi, introduced
me to the church of God. Both of us
are still in the service of the Lord
Jesus to this day. I am now part of
the Church of God in Ejigbo (also in
Lagos) as a result of my relocation.

I am exceedingly grateful to God for
His divine sustenance this past four
decades since I not only came to
know His Son, but also to be
numbered with His people.

We understand you have some
health challenges.
My health challenges started in the
year 2004. I have a problem with my
sight, and so find difficulty in
reading, and in moving around to do
other things. I also lost my job at that
time. This has been quite a huge
challenge for me, considering the
fact that I am usually a very active
person physically. I am nevertheless
thankful for the Lord’s mercies and
compassion which to me are new
every morning.

How do you manage to cope
practically?
I thank God for my lovely wife who
has been supporting and aiding me to
do most of the things that need to be
done. She makes sure I am always
ready for the Breaking of the Bread
(Acts 2:42), and also encourages me
with the Word of the Lord. Also a
brother in the assembly always
comes every Lord’s Day to transport
me to remember the Lord.

I must also mention the support and
understanding of my brethren in the
Assembly in Ejigbo who are patient
and considerate with me.

How would you sum up your
situation?
Being among the people of God has
helped me a lot, because my spirit is
always lifted and I am happy that l
am not in isolation. I am really
always thrilled at the opportunity to
be at the Remembrance service on
Lord’s Day, whenever my health
allows me. Although I am unable to
participate in terms of physically
rising to pray or calling a hymn, I
find real pleasure in just being
present.

Now I can see
An interview with Adebiyi Zachariah Deoye, Ejigbo, Nigeria

3) As a spectrum condition, please be aware that some
individuals with ASC would count as intellectually and
cognitively disabled. For example, they are non-verbal
and require constant intensive social care. This is termed
as severe or Low Functioning Autism. Equally, even
those with High Functioning Autism and Asperger
Syndrome may want some time by themselves. It is not a
question of being anti-social.

4) Include individuals with ASC in group activities as
much as possible.

5) Be straight talking. That does not mean being mean.
Sometimes individuals with HFA/AS have a tendency to
say the wrong thing at the wrong time.

6) Individuals with ASC, as a general rule, don’t like
physical contact due to hyper sensitivity. However, each
individual with ASC is different.

7) Do not force someone with ASC to do something that
they are uncomfortable with.

References: (1) Prov. 22:6, Darby Bible  (2) Searchlights
from the Word, Oliphants, 1970, p.208
(3) http://www.autismbedfordshire.net/about-
autism/triad-of-impairments/.

Living with Autism continued …
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It is surely important for churches of God to show a full
testimony to New Testament expectations. This includes
instructions from Paul to Titus1 about good works, which
must be in evidence alongside essential aspects of
worship, witness and edification. So the 5-year-old
growing church here in the little town of Mount Forest,
Ontario has set itself to meet the standard of being ‘a
model of good works’. This has meant fixing plumbing
and electrical problems, stacking logs for wood-stoves for
winter heating, doing gardening, clearing snow from
driveways, and meeting transportation needs, among
many others. We must ensure the needs of the household
of the faith2 are not neglected. But there are other big
needs in the wider community. The population of the
town is about 4,500 and includes many elderly ones, those
living in poverty and those afflicted with the effects of
drug abuse. For many of these especially, a hot meal in
warm, inviting surroundings is a rare treat in the colder
months. So in 2013 the church here, like many others no
doubt, determined to do what it could to meet those
needs. Here is how we go about it.

We rent a community room in the library on the Main
Street. Locals know it well, have no worries about going
there and in fact some from our target groups often use
the Library itself to keep warm and entertained. It is
wheelchair accessible and provides ideal, convenient
accommodation. As Dr March’s hymn wisely says about
gospel work, ‘Place the food within their reach’3. The
small kitchen has no stove. That apparent lack is not a big
problem; we bring hot food in portable ‘crock pots’.  So
we usually provide a choice of soups, or chili, bagels
(with cream cheese), rolls and then muffins or cookies to
follow, with tea, coffee or water to drink. Everything is
normally home-prepared by the women in the church.
Three of them take on this responsibility. We get nothing
but praise for the high quality of the meals.

The room is turned from an empty space to an inviting
place to eat by some of our young people. They arrive
early, set up the tables and chairs, put on colourful table
cloths, cutlery, etc and prepare the serving tables. Then
they take a break; afterwards they do the clean up and put
everything away. We put on Christian background music
(from a CD recorded by the church of God in Littleton)
and display our website (www.cogmountforest.ca) on the
built-in  big-screen TV. We also display a good selection
of attractive Hayes Press literature, including gospel
leaflets alongside several titles from the Search for Truth
series, for people to browse and take away (which they
do!). Because the meal is mainly self-serve, we can all
usually sit down among the visitors and chat with them
while they eat, if they wish.

How do they know when to come? We post on ‘free
advertising’ notice boards in stores and in the Library,
and we mention it on our website. On the day, we place a
sandwich board outside, giving the details of the free
lunch. In pun we could say many come by word of
mouth! Some, having attended themselves, then take the
advertising leaflets we produce and share them, including
with friends at other churches they go to. The ministers of
those churches have now started similar programs, but
also happily note on their church calendars this service
that we provide. That way, people in real need of a meal
know where they can go on a particular day to get one,
and overlapping of such arrangements is avoided. As
every seat was occupied at this week's Food and
Friendship, the advertising clearly works!

This good work binds together everyone in the assembly.
Those who work pay for it. Those at home do the
catering.  Home-schooled teens take time off to do set up
and clean-up, and we all mix and mingle with attendees.
The whole church prays for the Lord to bless, and then for
named individuals we contact as a result. When we talk to
people in the town, and those employed in the social
services, they know we are engaged in this work and they
have nothing but praise.4  Even so, “let your light shine
before others, that they may see your good deeds and
glorify your Father in heaven.”5
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