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All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own
way; and the LORD hath laid on him the iniquity of us all.1

Perhaps, like the writer, you may recall the above Bible text as a childhood
memory verse, and being told that this verse begins with all and ends with
all, in the Authorised (King James) version. Of course the emphasis is on
the greatness of the work of ‘Him’ – the Lord Jesus Christ – on Calvary’s
cross. This issue of NT contains a blend of Christ-focused, heartwarming
articles, and in your reading, please note the use of the word ‘all’.

 Here is a flavour of these, as we reflect on Him, as Paul wrote: Christ,
in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge,2 and
in Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily.3

To Abraham the promise was given that “in your seed all the nations
of the earth shall be blessed.”4 Let us remind ourselves again that
“… your Seed,” … is Christ.5

The blessings of forgiveness and justification again remind us of
the work of Christ and His steadfastness. Two contributors write
that ‘the cross remains ‘love’s greatest monument’’, and ‘the
cross is central. That is where Christ paid the debt for us’.

Now He is seated … far above all principality and power and
might and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in
this age but also in that which is to come.6

Christ also loved the church and gave Himself up for her.7
He is head of the Body, and head over all. Then there is yet
to be the summing up of all things in Christ.8

Will our response be, as Isaac Watts wrote:

‘Love so amazing, so divine,
Demands my heart, my life, my all.’?

And the echo of the opening article is, “I love Him too.”
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Editors would also like to pay tribute to Edwin
Neely who passed away at the end of 2016. He
served in an exemplary way as a contributing
editor of NT for 20 years (until 2006). He was
gifted both spiritually, and in the use of
English, to express truth succinctly and
accurately, especially in often neglected
parts of the Scriptures such as the Old
Testament prophetic books. So, in addition
to the behind-the-scenes work involved in
ensuring that high quality articles by
others were published, he has also left a
legacy of sound biblical instruction in
his own writings.
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It seems as though we have to prove our love for them
through our actions. The deed then becomes pivotal in the
relationship. We know that Jesus said: “If you love me,
you will keep my commandments.”1 At first glance, you
could think the same is being said here – about having to
prove our love for Him. However, Jesus is not saying this
in a demanding way from a position of need or insecurity
(as is often the case with us). He loves us deeply and
anything we do in obedience to Him is a result of our
corresponding love for Him. As Spurgeon said, ‘The
essence of obedience lies in the hearty love which
prompts the deed rather than in the deed itself.’2 The same
task can be done to meet someone’s unreasonable
demands, or it can be done willingly out of love.
Obedience, then, is not a drudgery, but the response of a
loving heart. A true loving response must, of course, only
be in accord with actions the Bible commends.

What is ‘hearty love’?
The infinite span of God’s love is clearly seen in Psalm
103:11 – For as high as the heavens are above the earth,
so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him.
It’s by drawing from this vastness that we are able to
transform our lives. The more we put our trust in Him, the
more of God’s love we will be able to experience in our
lives. This experiential relationship draws out our hearty
love for our God as we strive for completeness in Him.

An example is seen in Jesus speaking to His disciples –
He had been telling them that He was leaving,3 and He
needed them to be strong. They were confused and fearful
and in need of a lot of encouragement. He knew that
perfect love would cast out fear,4 so to emphasize the key
point He referred to them, not as apostles, disciples,
Christians or believers, but as those who simply love
Jesus.5 Their love for Him would help them to overcome
future challenges. This all-encompassing descriptive
language strips away any hierarchy and clearly positions
all who listen as being under the umbrella of His love,
and as those who love Him in return.

Who are those who listen?
1 John 4:6 says, Whoever knows God listens to us;
whoever is not from God does not listen.

The opposite of knowing God is ‘not from God’, so
therefore those who listen know God because they belong
to Him, they are born of Him, and are of His character.
Those in the world don’t know this love as they don’t
listen; therefore they can’t see it, nor can they understand
it, and they will certainly never experience it.6 This love is

reserved for those who love Jesus and who abide in Him.7
One of the ways in which it is expressed (and another
aspect of obedience) is in loving one another8 – and there
is a challenge for us.

A few years ago, at a Canadian Christian teen camp, the
speaker, Phil Brennan, was giving the evening camp fire
talk. It was an emotionally charged and challenging
message about the love of the Saviour. After he had
finished speaking, there was silence except for the
crackling of the fire. Then out of the darkness a voice
from the other side of the circle said, “I love Him too!”
Then another voice echoed, “I love Him too!” And for the
next little while all that was heard were differing voices
and differing accents professing, “I love him too!” It was
the sound of young people in Christ being moved by this
love and savouring their Saviour. We are all young in
Christ when compared to eternity, so may all who abide
in Him be encouraged. Stand firm in your convictions and
enjoy your encounters with our wonderful Saviour – let
obedience to Him flow out of hearty love.

I love Him too.

References: (1) John 14:15  (2) CH Spurgeon, Sermon
1932: Love’s Law & Life, 1886  (3) John 13  (4) 1 John
4:18  (5) John 14:21  (6)  John 14:17  (7) 1 John 4:16
(8) 1 John 4:7
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Loving Christ
Sean Johnston, Belfast, N.Ireland

Sometimes people close to us may try to make us
do things for them by saying, “You would do that
if you loved me!”

“I love Him too!”
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It was a wonderful day in the history of Israel!
Responding to David’s rallying cry, and the devotion with
which he had given his own treasure for the construction
of a house for God, the leaders of the people stepped
forward and with their whole heart gave freely to the
Lord. Uplifted by the selflessness of the people, David
blessed God, from whose hand they had first received it
all:

“Yours, O LORD, is the greatness and the power and
the glory and the victory and the majesty, for all that is
in the heavens and in the earth is yours. Yours is the
kingdom, O LORD, and you are exalted as head above
all.”1

Headship has to do with authority and direction. As the
head is above the human body, directing the members
according to the exercise of the mind, so the head of any
organisation is its controlling power; the one with the
prominent place of rule, giving direction according to his
will. As Head above all, the God of heaven has no equal,
for,

The LORD has established his throne in the heavens,
and his kingdom rules over all.2

It was a lesson Nebuchadnezzar had to learn. Restored
from his humiliation, having dwelt with the beasts of the
field, the king of Babylon praised God Most High: for his
dominion is an everlasting dominion … he does
according to his will among the host of heaven and
among the inhabitants of the earth.3 And so He does, for
He is head above all!

Christ as Head above all
Later in his prophecy, Daniel was caused to see the
Ancient of Days4 take His seat, enthroned among the
multitudes which serve Him. One like a son of man4 came
and stood before the throne to receive from God an
everlasting dominion and a kingdom that shall not be
destroyed.4 We are left in no doubt who received this
dominion from the Head above all, since it is confirmed
by the words of the Lord Jesus Himself: “all authority in
heaven and on earth has been given to me”.5 It was this
authority that occupied His mind even in the pain of the
night of His betrayal, for as He rose from supper to wash
His disciples’ feet, He did so in the knowledge that the
Father had given all things into his hands.6

The power, the glory, the victory and the majesty which
David identified in God as Head above all were perfected
in the glorious triumph of Christ. He is the great victor
over death and hell, and God has seated Him at His right
hand far above all rule and authority and power and
dominion … he put all things under his feet.7 It has been

the response of God to the work of Calvary to glorify His
Son to an unparalleled position, inviting Him to “Sit at
my right hand”.8 As Peter declared on the day of
Pentecost, God has made His enemies a footstool for His
feet, and “made him both Lord and Christ, this Jesus
whom you crucified.”9 The lowly man of Calvary has
been highly exalted; from the depths of His humiliation,
He has been made Head above all!10

Head of the Church – His supremacy
It is in this context of His supremacy that we are first
introduced to the Lord Jesus as Head over the Church,
which is His body. Though concealed in the Old
Testament scriptures, the building of this Church has been
one of the great, eternal purposes of God. It consists of all
those who, beginning on the day of Pentecost until the
Lord returns for His own, have been baptised by the Lord
Himself in the Spirit at the point of personal salvation.11

In his letter to the Ephesians, Paul described this Church
in exalted terms. It is the mystery of Christ, once hidden
from generations, but now revealed through the apostles
and prophets by the Holy Spirit. This mystery, Paul said,
is that the Gentiles are fellow heirs, members of the same
body, and partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus
through the gospel.12 To Paul was given this message of
the unsearchable riches of Christ, that he might, through
his ministry, unveil the plan of the mystery … so that
through the church the manifold wisdom of God might
now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the
heavenly places.13 Once hidden in the heart of God, this
church is now the revelation of God’s manifold wisdom,
His open proclamation of victory to the spiritual powers
arrayed against Him. It is the assertion of the efficacy of
His grace in Christ, and the manifestation of the
irreversible triumph of His work.

Who then possesses sufficient value to be head over this
glorious body? Only Christ! So, to the Church God gave
His Son, whom first He had made head over all things, so
that the one who fills all in all might bring divine purpose
to completion, resulting in the Body reflecting nothing but
Christ Himself.14

This connection between the supremacy of Christ and His
headship over the Body is renewed in Colossians 1. There
we read of His eternal deity, and of His role as creator.
And there we read, in the middle of this declaration of His
pre-eminence, that he is the head of the body, the
church.15 Exalted high as Head of the body, the Lord
Jesus directs this perfected company of saints who have
been called, justified and glorified by His own atoning
work. Here is the manifold wisdom of God laid bare to
both the seen and unseen realms! Here is His triumph

Christ’s offices and roles

Head of the Body
James Needham, Birmingham, England
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revealed; the exaltation of His Son declared in an office
which proclaims His glory!

Head of the Church – His intimacy
The theme of Ephesians 1 is developed in later chapters.
In chapter 4, the relationship of the Head to the body is
seen in the unity of a single organism.16 From the Head,
the whole body is joined together, every joint and every
limb supplied with its purpose and direction, that the body
might grow and build itself up in love. Love remains the
theme in chapter 5, where Paul uses the figure of marriage
to describe the intimacy between the Head and the body.
Christ’s love for His Church was wonderfully shown
when He gave Himself up for her, that by the shedding of
His blood He might make her a glorious thing –
sanctified, cleansed, holy and faultless. And as Head of
the Church, He is not detached, ruling over her from a
distance. Rather, He remains her loving preserver:
intimately connected to care for her, nourishing and
cherishing her as a faithful husband his wife.

This work of nourishing was seen in His ascension. From
far above all the heavens, He allocated the gifts of the
Spirit among the Church, that from His hand the saints
might be equipped for the work of ministry, for building
up the body of Christ.17 The purpose is high indeed, for
the gifts which He has so liberally bestowed are intended
for the nourishment of the church He preserves, that we,
His members, might be equipped to attain the unity of the
faith and the knowledge of Him – that, growing under His
watchful, loving care, we might attain to the measure of
the stature of the fullness of Christ.18

Holding fast the Head
To the Church, God has given a head who is supreme
above all. It is a measure both of the greatness of Christ
and the preciousness of the Church that He who fills all in
all should be made Head of such a body. Yet, with that
great privilege comes the challenge to His own. Until the
day when He calls us to meet with Him in the clouds, it is
our responsibility, our joy, to grow up in every way into
him who is the head, into Christ.19 And that requires that
in our daily lives we hold fast to the Head20 since it is
only through active communion with Him that those
within His body shall receive the sustenance required to
grow within this glorious body which proclaims God’s
wisdom throughout the heavens and the earth. The one
who became our Saviour at Calvary has promised He will
never let us go.21 In response, it must be our unceasing
purpose to hold fast to Him as Head of the Body, and so
proclaim His love and glory in our generation.

References:

(1) 1 Chron. 29:11  (2) Ps. 103:19  (3) Dan. 4:34-35
(4) Dan. 7:9-14  (5) Mat. 28:18  (6) John 13:3  (7) Eph.
1:21-22  (8) Ps. 110:1; Heb. 1:13  (9) Acts 2:34-36
(10) Col. 2:10  (11) 1 Cor. 12:13  (12) Eph. 3:4-6
(13) Eph. 3:8-10  (14) Eph. 1:22-23  (15) Col. 1:15-20
(16) Eph. 4:15-16  (17) Eph. 4:12  (18) Eph. 4:13
(19) Eph. 4:15  (20) Col. 2:19  (21) John 10:28
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In the old days at school, children were sometimes asked
to read a complicated news report or chapter of a history
book and summarise it in a certain number of words.
This would show they had really understood the essential
meaning of what they had read.

We know that it is possible to sum up the Old Testament
law. Even though a third-century Rabbi, Simlai, counted
613 separate commandments, Paul could say:

For this, Thou shalt not commit adultery, Thou shalt
not kill, Thou shalt not steal, Thou shalt not covet, and
if there be any other commandment, it is summed up
in this word, namely, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as
thyself.1

I, however, have been set the impossible task of writing
an article about a verse in the Bible that takes in the whole
universe, and the infinity of heaven as well, in 1500
words! Yet there is someone who can sum up all these
things. Christ is spoken of as the one:

in whom we have our redemption through his blood,
the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the
riches of his grace, which he made to abound toward
us in all wisdom and prudence, having made known
unto us the mystery of his will, according to his good
pleasure which he purposed in him unto a
dispensation of the fulness of the times, to sum up all
things in Christ, the things in the heavens, and the
things upon the earth … 2

I have chosen to quote both of these Bible verses in the
Revised version, because it faithfully chooses the same
expression ‘sum up’ to translate the one Greek word used
in both passages. The English Standard version has to
unite all things in him, things in heaven and things on
earth. The Authorized version puts it that he might gather
together in one all things in Christ. These slightly less
literal interpretations nevertheless give us a picture of
what the phrase means in practice.

God has generously revealed to us the mystery of his will
– not only our own individual eternal destiny, but what
He has planned to do with the whole universe. In the Lord

Jesus, He will harmonise earth with heaven. We pray,
“Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is
in heaven”,3 because now this world is pulling in a
radically different direction from heaven. Our
governments and cultures (from the highest art to the
gutter press) are often utterly opposed to the will of God.
There is a day coming when this will not be so.

Predicting the tribe from which the Lord Jesus was
descended, Jacob said,

The sceptre shall not depart from Judah, nor the
ruler’s staff from between his feet, until Shiloh come;
and unto him shall the obedience of the peoples be.4

This ‘Shiloh’ we take to be an Old Testament title of the
Lord Jesus, the Lion of Judah. Not only Israel’s
descendants, but all nations would be obedient to Him.
Before this, Abraham saw a blessing to come from his
prophesied descendant that would go wider than the
chosen race who would come from his line: and in you all
the families of the earth shall be blessed.5 One effect of
this universal obedience is a peace never before known on
earth.

The beautiful scene in Isaiah shows that:

He shall judge between the nations, …
and they shall beat their swords into ploughshares,
and their spears into pruning hooks;
nation shall not lift up sword against nation,
neither shall they learn war anymore.6

Not only will all people be united, but even the animal
kingdom will live harmoniously with us:

The wolf shall dwell with the lamb,
and the leopard shall lie down with the young goat,
and the calf and the lion and the fattened calf

together;
and a little child shall lead them.7

No longer alienated from us by the effects of the Fall,
they will be subject to our dominion fully as they were

Bible-wide prophecies

In summary …
All things to be summed up in Christ
Karl Smith, Kirkintilloch, Scotland
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before it. It should not surprise us that all created things
should one day escape the law of competition and
aggression that seems to dominate relationships between
them now, nor that they should be summed up in Christ
with us, for All things were made through him, and
without him was not any thing made that was made.8
They are the product of one hand and were made to serve
one purpose: to glorify God in Him. We notice, however,
that things under the earth9 are not mentioned in
Ephesians 1. There is no question of the forces of evil
being summed up in Christ.

We who are described as ‘in Christ’ are enjoying some of
the benefits of being gathered into one in Him even now.
We are gathered into His body, in intimate relationship
with Him as our head and with each other as completely
interdependent parts of that body.10 He has summed up
Jew and Gentile together into an international body that
depends upon Him for everything. We take all our
spiritual satisfaction and sustenance from Him. We have a
unity of the Spirit and strive towards a unity of the faith11

and of the knowledge of the Son of God as we conform to
the Lord’s teaching. This unity and maturity is described
as the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ.12

What an amazing thing for us to aspire to!

The summing up spoken of in Ephesians 1, however, will
only be fully realised at the fullness of time.13  Everything
that grows has a time of fullness, when it is at its peak or
ripeness. History, too, has its time of completion. This
will be seen when the Lord Jesus returns to this earth to
reign as king in Jerusalem. At the moment, God’s
purposes for Israel as a nation are suspended following
their rejection of the Messiah. His purposes in the present
are fixed on the church the body of Christ and the new
holy nation, open to Jews and Gentiles together, which
gives it visible expression. We know that when the church
is taken up, however, God will take up His plans for Israel
again. It will be the tribes of Israel who will repentantly
realise that the Lord Jesus was their Messiah and will
endure persecution for their loyalty to Him.14 Even then,
however, the message of the Lamb will not be contained
in Israel alone – nor will they want it to be this time.
Through their preaching they will rejoice to see:

a great multitude that no one could number, from
every nation, from all tribes and peoples and
languages, standing before the throne and before the
Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm branches in
their hands, and crying out with a loud voice,
“Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne,
and to the Lamb!”15

Finally the Lord Jesus will return with those who belong
to Him in the Christian age to reign, to rule the world with
His base in Jerusalem. It will be an international rule, the
result of Calvary, but rooted in Israel.

This is why Paul speaks of us as being like olive branches
grafted into the vine of the nation of Israel:

For if you were cut from what is by nature a wild olive
tree, and grafted, contrary to nature, into a cultivated
olive tree, how much more will these, the natural
branches, be grafted back into their own olive tree.16

At the return of Christ, the tree will be a seamless whole.
Those Christians who have been faithful to Him will reign
with Him comfortably alongside the nation of Israel,
refined through their suffering during the tribulation.
Abraham’s physical descendants will sit at the table with
those who are sons of Abraham by following his example
of faith.17 God’s plans for us and them will be summed up
perfectly in Christ.

Having been summed up in Christ, all things will be
handed over together to God:

When all things are subjected to him, then the Son
himself will also be subjected to him who put all things
in subjection under him, that God may be all in all.18

In his humility, God the Son acknowledges that He
Himself is included in the Godhead and hands all things
over to His Father. This will be the character of the
eternal heavenly reality. How privileged we are to be in
Christ!

References: (1) Rom. 13:9 RV  (2) Eph. 1:7-10 RV
(3) Mat. 6:10  (4) Gen. 49:10 RV  (5) Gen. 12:3  (6) Is.
2:4  (7) Is. 11:6  (8) John 1:3  (9) see Phil. 2:10
(10) Rom. 12:5  (11) Eph. 4:3  (12) Eph. 4:13  (13) Eph.
1:10  (14) Rev. 7:4-8  (15) Rev. 7:9-10  (16) Rom. 11:24
(17) see Gal. 3  (18) 1 Cor. 15:28
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Collins Thesaurus’ synonyms for ‘steadfast’ include:
single-minded, unfaltering, unflinching and unwavering.
They all accurately describe our Lord Jesus. David
expressed something of his devotion to God, My heart is
steadfast, O God.2 We know of no greater example of
steadfastness than David’s Lord. In this article, we’ll
consider some aspects of His steadfastness – devotion to
holy living, absolute surrender to His Father, commitment
to the cross, and His steadfast love.

Christ’s unwavering dedication to holiness
One of the great attributes of God is holiness. Scripture
attests to the Lord’s purity: it was indeed fitting that we
should have such a high priest, holy, innocent, unstained,
separated from sinners…3 He never wavered from His
commitment to do right. You cannot be close to God
without a sense of your unworthiness. Job and Isaiah
shuddered at His holiness.4 Peter acknowledged his own
sinfulness.5 Pilate’s verdict was, “I find no guilt in him,”6

and the centurion’s conclusion: “Truly, this man was the
Son of God!”7

Jesus challenged His audience, “Which one of you
convicts me of sin?”8 Indeed, the prince of this world
found nothing in Him! His is the compelling example of
perfection, matching deeds with words.9

Christ’s undeviating constancy to God
“I always do the things that are pleasing to him”10 was
the Lord’s profound statement of commitment to His
Father. When twelve, He affirmed His loyalty: “Did you
not know that I must be about My Father’s business?”11

His entire life was centred on doing the will of God. He
fulfilled the Messianic prophecy, “I delight to do your
will, O my God.”12 He attested to giving God glory by
completing the work the Father gave Him.13 When invited
to eat, Jesus responded, “My food is to do the will of him
who sent me.”14 He did this diligently and with delight.
The Father’s declaration on the mount is indicative of the
satisfaction He derived from Him.15

Christ’s unflinching commitment to the cross
The Lord was steadfast in His resolve to go to Calvary,
where He did not only die ‘for me’, but died ‘as me’!
When the days drew near for him to be taken up, he set
his face to go to Jerusalem.16 Isaiah spoke of Him, I have
set my face like a flint.17

The temptations to lose focus were many. The expectation
of the bitter cup in Gethsemane, the taunting to come
down from the cross, the tortures, and the forsaking by
His Father were not enough to derail the process, because
He never failed, nor was discouraged.18 A hymn writer
penned the solemn words:

It was a lonely path He trod,
From every human soul apart;
Known only to Himself and God
Was all the grief that filled His heart,
Yet from the track
He turned not back
Till, where I lay in want and shame,
He found me. Blessed be His Name!19

Christ’s undiminished steadfast love
… having loved his own who were in the world, he loved
them to the end.20

There is no greater proof of love than when Jesus wrote
His love in blood. The cross remains ‘love’s greatest
monument’. A remarkable feature of the Lord is the
constancy of His love. While we are prone to losing our
first love,21 He loves to the end. He is the reliable and
proven friend that loves at all times22 without strings
attached. His love never wanes. This is the love that
reached out to the undeserving, the lepers, the tax
collectors and sinners.

What is our response? We need to be reminded that Christ
loved the church and gave himself up for her ... that she
might be holy and without blemish.23 Our primary
responsibility, therefore, must be to reflect Christ’s
steadfastness, be holy, surrendered to the Father, and
engaged in the service of sacrificial love. We need to take
time to savour the love of Christ and allow it to control,
compel, and constrain us in such a way that we are left
with no choice but to love Him and live for Him.24

References: (1) 2 Thes. 3:5  (2) Ps. 57:7  (3) Heb. 7:26
(4) Job 42:5-6; Is. 6:5  (5) Luke 5:8  (6) John 18:38
(7) Mark 15:39  (8) John 8:46  (9) Acts 1:1  (10) John
8:29  (11) Luke 2:49 NKJV  (12) Ps. 40:8  (13) John 17:4
(14) John 4:34  (15) Mat. 17:5  (16) Luke 9:51  (17) Is.
50:7  (18) Is. 42:4  (19) C.A.Tydeman, Gospel Songs 4
(20) John 13:1  (21) Rev. 2:4  (22) Prov. 17:17  (23) Eph.
5:25,27  (24) 2 Cor. 5:14-15
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The excellencies of Christ

Steadfast
Lawrence Onyokoko, Warri, Nigeria

May the Lord direct your hearts to ...
the steadfastness of Christ.1
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We understand that before
retiring, you worked as a nurse
for over 30 years in hospitals and
hospices in Yorkshire and
Cumbria in England, and in
Northern Ireland. But were you
always a nurse?
No, once I spent most of my time
training to be a craftsman potter with
my own workshop. And, might I say,
I didn’t always have the peace which
I now enjoy. In fact, in November
1975, it was just the opposite: I was
in total despair!

Would you mind telling us how
that came about and what
changed?
I’d been born in Yorkshire and by
the time I was in my mid-twenties, I
was following my ambition to be a
craftsman potter, training at a place
called Wetheriggs Pottery in
Cumbria. Around that time, I became
depressed and disillusioned about the
state of the world. My reading at that
time included a booklet by H.G.
Wells entitled ‘Mind at the end of its
tether’. This, along with increasing
awareness of global environmental
and economic problems, made me
very pessimistic about the future. I
wondered what hope there was for
mankind?

It felt pointless to pursue my
ambitions. Not knowing what else to
do, I found a job on a farm as a
general labourer. Another worker,
knowing my condition, talked to me
about the Bible and specifically
about Jesus Christ’s return. I was
unsure what to believe (despite being
brought up to go to church), but an
opportunity came to go to Israel for a
year. I took it, leaving in January
1975.

That sounds like quite an
adventure. What was life like
there?
I lived in Kibbutz Hefzi-bah in the
Jezreel valley in northern Israel –

again working on a farm, harvesting
grapefruit and cotton. I’d carried
with me to Israel a little red Gideon’s
Bible given to me in 1963 on leaving
school (which I still have.) A broken
relationship with a Jewish girl
brought emotional conflict and
further despair. Although I read my
Gideon’s Bible, I didn’t understand
how to be ‘saved’ from my sins (I
knew my life had been sinful). I was
now trying to be a ‘good’ person by
attempting to keep rules found in the
Bible, especially the Old Testament
Law of Moses. However, I’d no
peace and one day in November
1975 I found myself back at the end
of my tether, with no confidence that
I was right with God.

You mention that ‘one day’ very
specifically, what made it
memorable?
Oh, yes! That was the day God had
mercy on me when I was at my
lowest point. While walking through
Jerusalem Old City and around the
Temple site, I suddenly realised that
it’s not what I needed to do for God
that brings peace, but what He has
already done for me! I saw in a flash
the truth that salvation (that’s
forgiveness and eternal life) is the
gift of God, not something to be
obtained by good works or keeping
rules, but obtained simply through
believing!

That moment I was set free from
despair! I experienced relief and
great peace. Jesus had done
everything necessary, had lived a
perfect life and offered Himself as a
sacrifice for my sins. That day, at the
age of twenty-eight, I found hope,
and real purpose in life. That
experience of being set free in Israel
resulted in a sense of great peace
which has lasted from then until
now, despite my personal failings.

What would you say is the
essence of the peace you now
enjoy?

I’d say it’s made up of three things:

1) the assurance of knowing that my
sins have been forgiven because
Jesus died for me, taking
the punishment that I deserved;

2) the conviction that Jesus, the risen
Saviour, will one day come again for
all who have trusted in Him, so
there’s no need to worry about the
future; and

3) the awareness that God’s given
me His Spirit to live within me to
help me cope with life’s anxieties.

That’s very clear, Gilbert,
thanks. Is there any sequel you’d
like to add?

Over the years since I returned to
England, I met fellow Christians in
Leeds, Yorkshire, was baptised by
immersion on June 19th 1977; I met
and married Sue, had a son, and re-
trained as a nurse; and I trust God
has helped me in my roles as
husband, father and nurse.

God has never failed me, and I know
that what He’s done for me, He can
do for anyone who fully trusts in
Him.

The essence of peace
An interview with Gilbert Grierson, Knocknacloy, N.Ireland
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The paralysed man in Mark 2:1-12 had two big problems.
After his friends had lowered him down through a roof in
front of Jesus in a crowded house, Jesus said to the man:
“Son, your sins are forgiven”.1 From a natural
perspective the most pertinent problem (other than the
hole in the ceiling!) was obvious – his paralysis.
However, there was a much more important problem,
invisible and overlooked, but of eternal significance: his
need for forgiveness.

Sending away
The basic meaning behind the Greek word aphiemi, to
forgive, is to ‘send away’.2 It brings to mind the scene in
Leviticus 16 when Aaron is commanded to send the
scapegoat (NIV) into the wilderness symbolically
carrying with it the sins of the people.3 If God sends away
our sins, who could ever return them?

Human perspectives can lead us to two drastic mistakes.
One is to trivialise our sin, the other is to live in perpetual
guilt. The agonies of Christ at Calvary should stop us
from making either mistake; His unimaginable sufferings
speak to us about the seriousness of this hidden, fatal
disease which curses us all. On the other hand, the
atonement which took place there assures us that our sins
have been permanently removed from us. David, who had
his own past mistakes to live with, could joyfully declare:
as far as the east is from the west, so far does He remove
our transgressions from us.4

Cancelled debts
Another motif for understanding forgiveness is that of
cancelled debts. Luke records5 how Jesus was eating with

Simon the Pharisee at Simon’s home, when their meal
was gate-crashed by a woman known dispassionately as a
‘sinner’. The beautiful display of affection with which the
woman honoured the Lord was too much for the self-
righteous host to cope with, so Jesus taught Simon about
forgiveness by telling the story of two debtors. One owed
500 denarii (about 2 years’ wages) and the other owed 50
denarii. When both debts were cancelled, it was obvious
who would be most appreciative – the one who had owed
the most.

Sadly, financial debt seems to be a fact of life for many
people. It is easy to see in our bank statements how much
we owe in mortgages, credit cards or loans. However,
once again it is our spiritual debt which is not so easily
perceived and yet so much more important. Our debt
arises from our severe deficiency in keeping the holy
requirements of God’s law. The more we appreciate the
debt we were in, the more we can rejoice in God’s
wonderful gift of cancellation, as Paul writes: God ...
having forgiven us all our trespasses, by cancelling the
record of debt that stood against us with its legal
demands. This He set aside, nailing it to the cross.6 The
cross is central. That is where Christ paid the debt for us,
and what is paid has no need to be paid again!

Enjoying God’s forgiveness
An appreciation of how much we have been forgiven will
develop into a greater love for Him. The lesson from the
story of the two debtors was: “he who is forgiven little,
loves little”.7 Surely none of us in our right mind could
say that we have been forgiven little!

Invisible realities

Who can be righteous before God?
Forgiven and justified fully
Andy Seddon, Swindon, England

10
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We need God’s help to enjoy the freedom of sins
forgiven. There can be lasting, sometimes serious,
consequences of our mistakes; thankfully, God will
always enable us to live with these, if we ask Him. But
ultimately, our sins are still light-years away; our debt to
God remains cancelled. Blessed is the one whose
transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered.8 Surely
God’s gift of forgiveness was meant to set us free from
living in ongoing guilt. Of course, this does not mean we
can happily keep sinning!9

Declared innocent
Justification is to be ‘rendered righteous’, or ‘declared
innocent’.10 It takes us to the scene of the law courts
where the offender fearfully stands before the judge, and
receives the welcome verdict – innocent! This is not for
the lack of incriminating evidence or because allegations
turn out to be false, it is because of the work of Christ,
who united Himself with us, so that we died with Christ.

Impossibility of self-justification
Job understood the holiness of God and the condition of
humans when he asked: “But how can a man be in the
right before God? If one wished to contend with him, one
could not answer him once in a thousand times.”11 So
many people try, in vain, to justify themselves before
others or even before God. The Pharisees were an
example of this. Luke records how Jesus said to them:
“You are those who justify yourselves before men, but
God knows your hearts.”12 We’re back to the invisible
realities; God looks at the hidden things of our hearts, not
the outward appearance. Jesus called the Pharisees
“whitewashed tombs ... full of dead people’s bones”,13

such is the superficial outcome of trying to justify
ourselves. We must accept the truth, that none is
righteous, no not one.14

God’s work; God’s gift
We like to feel proud about things we have achieved; it’s
satisfying to see the results of hard work. But when it
comes to gaining favour with God, there is no place for
human boasting.15 Paul teaches us that we are justified by
(God’s) grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in
Christ Jesus.16 The ‘gift’ is nothing less than the pure,
beautiful, spotless righteousness of God. This
righteousness is counted to us who believe in him who
raised from the dead Jesus our Lord, who was delivered
up for our trespasses and raised for our justification.17

The apostle Paul had more reason than anybody to think
he could justify himself. He was a zealous law keeper, a
Pharisee, as to righteousness under the law, blameless18 –
at least to outward appearances. However, Paul declared
that he now has a far superior righteousness, the
righteousness from God that depends on faith.19 We
receive this gift by faith,20 we do not earn it and nor could
we ever expect to. Nothing less than the blood of Christ
shed at Calvary could obtain our righteous condition
before God.21 The only righteous one who ever lived was
Christ, and He was made to be sin so that we might
become the righteousness of God!22

The beauty of Christ imputed to us
For all eternity, even before the universe existed, God has
been enjoying His Son. The Father continued to delight in
Him as the man Jesus.23 We struggle in vain to fully
appreciate how beautiful Jesus is, and how much pleasure
He gives to God the Father. Nobody could ever begin to
be like Him by sheer human effort. But what an amazing
gift, that the righteousness of Christ has been imputed to
us! That pleasure which God has in Him now includes us
because He sees us in Christ, with His perfections. Paul
states: For as by the one man’s disobedience the many
were made sinners, so by the one man’s obedience the
many will be made righteous.24 This is indeed an
invisible, but eternally priceless, reality for us who
believe.

The irrevocable gift
Earlier we considered Job’s question, who can be right
before God? Thanks to the death and resurrection of our
Lord Jesus, we face a new question now: Who shall bring
any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies.25

God is the supreme authority in all the universe. If we
have been declared innocent and righteous by Him, where
could anybody go to appeal against that verdict? Satan
may accuse us, others may accuse us, and we might even
accuse ourselves; but we remain justified!

Invisible realities (our righteousness in Christ) can be
difficult to grasp when what we see is very different (our
daily struggles with sin); praise God that it is through the
tangible, historical reality of Christ, His death and
resurrection that we can cling to the truth of this spiritual
reality with confidence!

References: (1) Mark 2:5; see also Mat. 9:2  (2) Greek:
Aphiemi (g0863) Olive Tree Enhanced Strong’s
Dictionary  (3) Lev. 16:10  (4) Ps. 103:12  (5) Luke 7:36-
50  (6) Col. 2:13-14  (7) Luke 7:47  (8) Ps. 32:1  (9) 1
John 3:9  (10) Gk. Dikaioo (g1344) Olive Tree Enhanced
Strong’s Dictionary  (11) Job 9:2-3  (12) Luke 16:15
(13) Mat. 23:27  (14) Rom. 3:10 (cited from Ps. 14:1-3)
(15) Eph. 2:8-9  (16) Rom. 3:23-24  (17) Rom. 4:24-25
(18) Phil. 3:6  (19) Phil. 3:9  (20) Rom. 3:28  (21) Rom.
5:9-11  (22) 2 Cor. 5:21  (23) Mat. 3:17 (24) Rom. 5:19
(25) Rom. 8:33                        Bible quotations from ESV
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Its significance for the Jewish people
The argument was becoming increasingly heated; the
Lord insisted that He alone was the source of real liberty
and truth, and the other side was outraged. “We are
Abraham’s descendants, and have never been in bondage
to anyone.”1 Jesus stood His ground, probing the very
basis of their identity as Jews – whose descendants were
they in reality? It drew an indignant, almost reflexive,
response – “Abraham is our father”!2

They were right. God’s covenant with Abraham was an
intensely national one. He would become the father of a
great nation,3 God specifically promising that the
covenant would be extended to Isaac4 and so down the
generations of Israel. Scripture speaks repeatedly of God
remembering the covenant He had made with the
patriarchs. That covenant also included the “… land that I
will show you”,5 – “which … l give to you and your
descendants forever,”6 the title to their everlasting
enjoyment of which God has never rescinded.

So why did the Lord continue to press this painful
argument, pointedly challenging His Jewish hearers’
ultimate paternity? In the succeeding verses in John
chapter 8, He emphasises Abraham’s obedient and
faithful response to the revelation of God’s covenant with
him, unlike the Jewish nation in its long, sad decline –
“Abraham did not do this.”7 The culmination of the
argument was, of course, Jesus’ definitive statement,
“before Abraham was, I AM”8 –  but for the present
purpose we may note the Lord’s endorsement of “the
works of Abraham”,9 works inspired by his faith and
obedience. We also note that while the unilateral covenant
made with Abraham initially imposed no
conditions on him, it did require an increasing
commitment on the patriarch’s part – a
commitment of faith and obedience which he
exemplified as the father of all those who
believe.10

The features of the covenant
In OT times, a covenant usually formalised an
agreement between equals, often with animals
given or sacrificed.11 When a holy God makes
a covenant with sinful mankind it is an
immense act of grace, with huge significance
for its beneficiaries. There is something very
loving and intimate in the words which God
Almighty uses to confirm and expand his
covenant with a humble, 99-year-old pilgrim –
“I will make My covenant between Me and
you.”12 This is personal, then, just like our own

relationship with the one who was before Abraham – who
loved me and gave Himself for me.13 Nevertheless, in
common with all God’s covenants, its institution was a
most holy and solemn act of grace on the part of God and
no other. We think with awe of the implications of the
New Covenant – God was in Christ reconciling the world
to Himself14 – and we may discern something of the same
personal commitment on the part of God to the covenant
with Abraham in the mysterious, truly awesome
circumstances of Genesis 15. While Abraham’s part was
to provide only the sacrifices and divide them, looking on
in a vision of horror and great darkness,15 the Lord God
Himself passed in smoke and flame between the pieces. It
is a scene reminiscent of the later pillar of smoke and fire
of the Exodus and its significance could not have been
lost on Abraham – Almighty God personally, on His own
initiative, solemnly committing Himself to abide by the
terms of the covenant. No divine covenant is made
without the shedding of blood, and in Genesis 15 we have
a foreshadowing of this truth later emphasised so clearly
in the sacrificing of the ram caught in Moriah’s thicket.16

Furthermore, the covenant is universal in its scope,
applying not only, as we have seen, to the nation of Israel
but to all peoples – “in your seed all the nations of the
earth shall be blessed.”17 The apostle Paul lays great
emphasis on the word ‘seed’ in Galatians chapter 3,
applying it in this context in the singular. He does not say,
“And to seeds”, as of many, but as of one, “And to your
Seed,” who is Christ,18 a truly remarkable example of the
long reach of God’s redemptive purposes over millennia.
Surely, Scripture … preached the gospel to Abraham
beforehand19 in this aspect of the covenant. The point is

Bible covenants

God’s covenant with Abraham
David Viles, Hayes, England
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reinforced by the Lord’s changing of his name to
Abraham20 – ‘Father of many’. In this covenant, we are
pointed forward to the time when all nations were to be
brought into the ambit of the loving purposes of the triune
God, that the blessing of Abraham might come upon the
Gentiles in Christ Jesus, that we might receive the
promise of the Spirit through faith.21

The faith of Abraham, who is the father of us all22

The covenant with Abraham is unique among Scriptural
covenants in the length of time which God devoted to
expanding on and enriching its provisions until it was
finally solemnised by sacrifice23 and sealed with an
oath.24 The covenant was one of promise, and its basic
terms were set out in Genesis chapter 12 when Abraham
was still living in Ur. The significance of this promise –
emphasised by the poetic Hebrew in which it is framed –
was sevenfold, in relation to Abraham’s posterity,
prosperity and prestige.25 Perhaps this tantalising
invitation appealed to Abraham as an attractive business
opportunity, but it came with a ‘big ask’; as head of the
clan after his father’s death, it was no easy thing to leave
country, family and inheritance and go out, not knowing
where he was going.26 The key point lies in Abraham’s
response – he obeyed in simple faith. Even though the
covenant was initially without conditions, he listened to
God and acted without demur.

This is why Abraham is described as the father of all
those who believe;10 each Christian disciple has followed
in his footsteps, enraptured by the one who has begun a
good work in us and will complete it.27 For after this first
revelation and response, God (or His angel) is recorded as
reappearing to Abraham over some 40 years on five
further occasions,28 filling out in all their richness the
promises originally made in Ur. On God’s part this
demonstrates the riches of His goodness, forbearance and
longsuffering29 as He cultivated increasing evidence of
spiritual sensitivity and maturity in the life of Abraham (a
man who, like us, did not always make uninterrupted
progress in God’s ways). God promises to give us the
strength to do His will but also, if we align our hearts with
His, to work in our hearts both to will and to do for His
good pleasure.30 Starting tentatively, and with some
backward steps, we discern this process in the life of
Abraham as he appropriated more and more personally
the true implications of the covenant promises. Little by

little, his will became increasingly aligned to that of God,
walking blamelessly before Him,31 so that by the journey
to Mount Moriah we see him beginning to think like God:
‘My son, God will provide for Himself the lamb for a
burnt offering.’32

Along the way, we mark the stages of his upward walk. A
spontaneous desire to recognise God’s guidance,
constructing altars in praise to Him.33 His preference for
the higher land of Canaan rather than the well-watered
cities of the plain as he lifted his eyes,34 ultimately having
revealed to him the future of his descendants35 and even
something of the heavenly Jerusalem whose builder and
maker is God.36 We can only ponder with wonder the
significance of the Lord’s statement that “your father
Abraham rejoiced to see My day”37 in terms of the extent
to which Abraham explored and enjoyed his covenant
relationship with God Almighty. And finally, his
willingness to accept the tough implications of faith and
obedience without demur – the pain of circumcision (the
sign of the Abrahamic covenant)38 and the command not
to withhold his son, the son of promise, from God.

God’s response to such faith was increasing revelation,
and, ultimately the solemn oath of the covenant called
forth by the events of Mount Moriah.39 We close with
God’s commendation of His friend40 Abraham to his son:
“Abraham obeyed My voice and kept My charge, My
commandments, My statutes and My laws”41 – not
because the covenant demanded it, but because he
genuinely longed to.

References:

(1) John 8:33  (2) John 8:39  (3) Gen. 12:2  (4) Gen.
17:21  (5) Gen. 12:1  (6) Gen. 13:15  (7) John 8:40
(8) John 8:58  (9) John 8:39  (10) Rom. 4:11  (11) See
Abraham’s covenant with king Abimelech (Gen. 20) and
Laban’s covenant with Jacob (Gen. 31)  (12) Gen. 17:1-2.
Cf. the case of Noah – ‘I establish my covenant with you.’
Gen. 9:9  (13) Gal. 2:20  (14) 2 Cor. 5:19  (15) Gen.
15:12  (16) Gen. 22:13  (17) Gen. 22:18  (18) Gal. 3:16
(19) Gal. 3:8  (20) Gen. 17:4-5  (21) Gal. 3:14  (22) Rom.
4:16  (23) Gen. 15:12-21  (24) Gen. 22:15-18
(25) Specifically, that he would become the father of a
great nation; that he would be blessed and be a blessing to
others; that his name would be made great; that God
would bless those who blessed him and curse those who
did not; and that all the families of the earth would be
blessed through him.  (26) Heb. 11:8  (27) Phil. 1:6
(28) Gen. 13:14-18; 15:1-21; 17:1-27; 18:1-21; 22:1-19
(29) Rom. 2:4  (30) Phil. 2:13  (31) Gen. 17:1  (32) Gen.
22:8. See also Heb. 11:17-19  (33) Gen. 12:7-8; 13:18;
22:9  (34) Gen. 13:14  (35) Gen. 15:13-16  (36) Heb.
11:10  (37) John 8:56  (38) Gen. 17:23-27  (39) Gen.
22:15-18;  Heb. 6: 13-18  (40) Jas. 2:23  (41) Gen. 26:5
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When a holy God makes a
covenant with sinful mankind
it is an immense act of grace,
with huge significance for its
beneficiaries.
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When I heard that 2017 marks the 500th anniversary of
the Reformation, I’ll admit I was a little confused; the
Reformation wasn’t a single event and lasted until at least
1555 (or 1648 depending on which historian you read)!
More precisely, then, it’s 500 years since Martin Luther
famously posted his 95 ‘theses’ (a list of questions and
propositions for debate) to the door of a church in
Wittenberg, Germany and, in one act, figuratively fired
the starting pistol and threw down the gauntlet to the
Catholic church.

The theological significance of the events of the
Reformation have deservedly been a popular theme in NT
over the years, so we won’t seek to go over that again.
Instead, let’s focus on some of the things that Luther is
recorded as having said and apply the lessons from this
great agent of (God’s) change to today.

“I am bound by the Scriptures I have quoted and my
conscience is captive to the Word of God … it is
neither safe nor right to go against conscience. Here
I stand, I can do no other, so help me God.”

“If you want to change the world, pick up your pen
and write.”

“You are not only responsible for what you say, but
also for what you do not say.”

 “Peace if possible. Truth at all costs.”
Five hundred years later, these words of wisdom are still
highly applicable. Above anything else, what drove
Luther was his utmost respect both for what the Word of
God is and what it says. It compelled him to write and say
something when others opted to stay silent and instead put
up with the status quo. His frankness in making a call for
radical change made him a minority, made him a target,
made him unpopular and made him misunderstood.
When he talked about truth at all costs, this was not just
abstract theory but harsh reality.

Proverbs 23:23 (ESV) says, Buy the truth, and do not sell
it – no matter what the personal cost is to live by it or the
opportunities that are foregone by holding on to it. What a
contrast to this post-truth world of ‘alternative facts’,
where the truth is often cheap, malleable and, ultimately,
disposable!

As the Protestant Reformation reaches 500 ‘not out’ (as
cricketers might say), we shouldn’t overlook the fact that
this year sees another milestone reached - it’s one that
hasn’t quite hit the headlines in the same way, but should
be noteworthy all the same to regular readers of this
magazine. It doesn’t relate to a Reformation, rather a re-
formation; for in 1892, exactly 125 years ago, there began
a re-forming of churches of God in order to give
expression to the pattern seen in the New Testament, a
pattern that NT was set up to promulgate just a few years

prior to that – and still does all these years later, albeit no
longer with a pen!

In 1958, the following was written in NT:

“The few years immediately following the first issue
of ‘Needed Truth’ were marked by a deep exercise
of heart on the part of many of God's children, to the
extent that … they separated themselves from
varying ecclesiastical associations, subsequently
gathering together in churches of God … we ask
ourselves what is NEEDED TRUTH for today?
Certainly we may not yield one iota of the precious
heritage which is already ours. Dearly the truth has
been bought by our spiritual forbears. We must not
sell it.”

There’s no record of early copies of NT being nailed to a
door, but in some ways, those pioneers were a bit like
Luther. They held a minority position, but they also had
the courage of their convictions in standing up for what
they believed God was showing to them from His Word,
and about His Word. At times, some frank speech was
called for and there was a real cost that had to be counted.
No doubt there were some at the time who decided to put
up with the status quo instead; but, as far as they were
concerned, the pioneers felt they could do no other.

As our extract reminds us, our spiritual forbears have left
us a precious heritage, whether we think of Reformation
or re-formation. The question posed almost 60 years ago
is worth repeating – what is needed truth for today? To
which we might add – and what are we going to do about
it?

500 ‘not out’
Martin Jones, Hamilton, Canada
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Personal dilemmas

Success
Giles Hickling, Manchester, England

It is often said that a person’s faith in God is tested most
directly when he/she is faced with adversity. The
dilemmas and doubts sparked by a personal tragedy or
set-back (“How can a loving God allow this to happen to
me?” “Is God really in control of all?”) are surely
experienced by every Christian believer at some point in
life, and these times can make or break us as disciples of
Jesus.

Perhaps a subtler challenge is presented when we find
ourselves in a situation where everything is going just
right. These are the times when we step back and analyse
our current situation and, using our own measures of
success, we determine that our own little sphere is just as
we want it to be.

How do we approach God in these circumstances?

In an increasingly secular western world, there are those
who would not claim to have any affiliation with God,
the Bible or any kind of faith. And yet in times of distress
or fear, it seems for some of these people that prayer is a
natural response. Perhaps we can think of people we
know personally who admit that they have cried out in
prayer, in times of difficulty, to a God whose existence
they usually do not acknowledge. So it seems
commonplace for us to reach out to God when we need
something, but do we also come to God in times of
prosperity?

James 1:17 reads: Every good and perfect gift is from
above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly
lights, who does not change like shifting shadows. Do we
acknowledge this before God? It is very easy for us to
take stock of our success and congratulate ourselves on
how well we’re doing. But the true Christian response to
success is one of humility and gratitude to our great God
who has provided us with every good thing. This is not
something that happens on its own – it requires us to
meditate on who we are in relation to God, and on the
ways in which God has blessed us.

It may be that the challenge of success presents itself to
us in a different (almost opposite) way. It is important for
us to distinguish between God’s gifts to us and the nature
of God Himself.

When we consider the reasons why we love God, what
kinds of things populate the list? Do we love God for
blessing us with good health? Material comfort? Loving
friends and family? It is good and right for us to give
God thanks for these good things, but if we are not
careful we can, in our own minds, replace God’s nature
with God’s gifts. What happens if we fall ill, or we lose
our wealth, or someone is taken from us? As Christians,

we must ensure that our love for God is not tied to the
good things He gives us.

If it is difficult for us to remember to give glory to God
in times of success, it is arguably much more difficult to
separate our love for God’s gifts to us from our love for
His nature. In times of prosperity, we do not need to
temper our happiness with the thought that it may be
taken away at any moment: God intends for us to enjoy
His blessings in all their fullness! But if we are maturing
as Christians then we will be able to take comfort from
the fact that the one who gives us these gifts (and indeed
takes them away) is utterly good, loving, and just. The
person who can say, “His will be done” in the good times
knows that our God ‘does not change like shifting
shadows’, but loves them wholeheartedly, whatever
happens next.

The famous words of Job, a man universally known for
his sufferings, have application for us in times of
prosperity too: “The LORD gave and the LORD has
taken away; may the name of the LORD be praised.”1

Let us, followers of Jesus and the beneficiaries of His
saving work (God’s greatest gift to us), glorify God in all
circumstances as the unchangeable One whose nature is
wholly perfect.

Reference: (1) Job 1:21
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Patient in tribulation1

The Church of God in Ramavaram, East Godavri,
India were in their church hall enjoying worshipping
the Lord at the Breaking of Bread when loud cries
and severe smoke caused them to run to the next
street where 22 families witnessed their homes and
possessions all burned. More than a dozen gas
cylinders had exploded, sending their small brick
homes 20 feet into the air. Everything was lost,
including school books, vessels and cycles. Six of
these families were church members. The church had
been planted just over two years before. After
learning of the divine pattern of worship, they
separated from denominations around them to follow
the Way,2 linking themselves with churches of God
elsewhere in the world who follow the same form of
doctrine.

Now, a year on from the disaster, they still wait for
the Indian government to fulfil its offer to rebuild
their homes. They were disappointed to be told that
the authorities intend to build two-storey homes,
forcing the families to lose their independent plots.
Negotiations continue. Most lived at first in the local
community hall. After three months, some managed
to move in with relatives or friends, sleeping in the
porches or veranda of the shared homes. A widow
lady, with two girls in her care, has managed to find
rented accommodation. One family stays in a
borrowed shed-like structure.

Patient in tribulation? Oh yes! ‘Cheerful in
endurance’ aptly describes the courage of their faith
in the Lord in circumstances beyond their control.

Comforted in tribulation3

They still wait. I sat with them one night on the roof
of the church building and asked them, “Were you
angry with God at all?” “No, no, no. By the grace of
God we survive. If we had not been at the
Remembrance that morning what might have
happened? Our faith delivered us.” Their shining
faces even in the darkness revealed that God’s grace
is sufficient in helping them bear the pain of it all.
One sister quoted Proverbs 15:15, which I confess I
had to look up: All the days of the afflicted are evil,
but he who is of a merry heart has a continual feast.
My heart sang. Blessed be the God and Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and God of

all comfort, who comforts us in all our tribulation,
that we may be able to comfort those who are in any
trouble, with the comfort with which we ourselves
are comforted by God.4 Gratitude abounded at the
prompt help given by the Fellowship Relief Fund of
the Churches of God, in the initial days, to buy some
clothes and essential needs. They were thankful, too,
for the wave of prayer for them and the promise of
pots and pans when eventually they have homes to
live in.

Glorying in tribulations
We also glory in tribulations, knowing that
tribulation produces perseverance.5  Nodding heads
greeted the mention of “I am with you always.”6

Confidence was expressed in the promise, My God
shall supply all your need according to His riches in
glory.7 A literal and spiritual fiery trial has, from its
initial shock, produced something more precious
than gold.
References: (1) Rom. 12:12  (2) Acts 9:2; 24:14  (3) 2
Cor. 1:3-4  (4) 2 Cor. 1:3-5  (5) Rom. 5:3  (6) Mat. 28:20
(7) Phil. 4:19
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