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Squeeze a sponge and whatever it has already absorbed will flow out
again. Squeeze a balloon and the pressure you exert inwards in one place
will cause it to bulge out in another. Squeeze a solid rubber ball and
nothing comes out, but the pressure just mounts within it.

From time to time, life’s experiences squeeze us. What happens? Have
we absorbed so much of the Word of God that the external pressure
results in it coming out victoriously in our words and actions? Do we
just become misshapen, absorbing the pressure by diverting it to
another weak spot? Do we clam up and become increasingly
frustrated?

The Lord told His disciples that in the world they would have
tribulation (John 16:33). Tribulation is our English word. In the
Greek of the New Testament it is ‘thlipsis’, and Strong’s dictionary
tells us it means: ‘a narrow place that hems someone in; tribulation,
especially internal pressure that causes someone to feel confined
(restricted, ‘without options’).’ We may know the rare Christian
who has gone through life apparently without the slightest
hardship or worry. Almost all of us can verify the truth of the
Lord’s generalization, and Dr Strong’s elucidation.

In this issue of NT you will find several articles that helpfully
address various issues that relate to tribulation: opposition to
the work of God, including historical indifference to the
doctrine of the Lord, and victimization of those who seek to
do it (pages 6,10); fellow Christians not living as body of
Christ (page 4); tolerance in the face of intolerance (page 9);
suffering in its deeply toned variety (page 12); and dealing
with anger properly (page 14), where we are reminded:
‘…anger is just one letter short of danger.’

We rejoice that what we said above is only a partial
quote, for the Lord concluded in John 16: “…but take
courage; I have overcome the world.” As we learn more
of Christ, and how He overcame suffering while
displaying tolerance, we might find ourselves being
more sponge-like, exuding the Word of God!
Lamentations 1:13 will lead us to 3:22-23. Psalm 39:3
will lead us to verse 7. Hopefully the balance of
articles in this issue will help us on our way!

Geoff
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The word ‘image’ is familiar to us, but the true meaning
of the word has been diluted in such a way that it now
suggests something very different from its former
meaning.

Today a politician hires an image consultant; a job
applicant dresses to project an image; a business seeks the
right corporate image. In all these uses ‘image’ has come
to mean the illusion of what something purports to be,
rather than always being the essence of what it really is.

Humanity’s idea of who God is, is far from true, and
some people have in ignorance created their own image of
God. Hinduism, for example, has a multitude of images of
different gods and the effect of such images only
trivialises what they supposedly are.

The Bible describes in the book of Genesis how God
created humans in His own image; but it also tells us that
this image, which was intended to reflect God’s true
likeness, was marred because of Adam and Eve’s
rebellion. As a result of that dramatic event, a broken
image is conveyed by every one of us.

Isaiah 40:18 asks the question: “To whom then will you
liken God? Or what likeness will you compare with
Him?” As the first Adam marred the image of God in
which he was created, the ‘last Adam’ (Jesus Christ) gives
us the full revelation of God in the form of man.

In two places in the New Testament, the phrase ‘image of
God’ is applied to our Lord Jesus Christ.1 And in
Hebrews 1:3 (NIV), He is the radiance of God’s glory
and the exact representation of his being. This wonderful
person bypassed the royalty and rulers of this world to
become the suffering man that Isaiah spoke of in his
prophecy.2 We meet the Son of God, the image of the
invisible God, not in the corridors of power and wealth,
but in the byways of human suffering and need. He chose
to identify Himself with sinful people to restore the
broken image of God in them.

The lovely picture that is given to us in the New
Testament is of redeemed people who are called several
times ‘Christ’s body’. All Christians should display lives
that have been changed to reproduce and live out the
image of God. We are called to bear this image as
believers together, to restore the image of God in this
world. Romans 6:5 tells us that if we have become united
with [Christ] in the likeness of His death, certainly we
shall also be in the likeness of His resurrection. We have
been identified with Christ in His death, so the power of
sin has been broken and we have been united with Him
also in His resurrection. The acknowledgement of this is
shown by our baptism when we are raised to walk in
newness of life. The old self has been crucified with Him
that the body of sin might be done away.3

The great eternal purpose for which God has saved us is
that we might be conformed to the image of His Son, so
that He would be the firstborn among many brethren.4
When the Lord Jesus returns, each believer will be
changed instantly into His likeness; when He appears we
will be like Him.5 What a wonderful contemplation:
conformed to the image of God’s Son! But the Bible also
speaks about being transformed into His image and  that
is a process which God intends should be going on
continuously. We all, with unveiled face, beholding as in
a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into
the same image from glory to glory, just as from the Lord,
the Spirit.6

As disciples of Christ who are restoring the image of God
in this world, we face a huge challenge. It requires us to
take up our cross daily and follow Him.7 Those
remarkable qualities of humility, servanthood,
compassion, devotion and love belong to Him. Our
calling demands the same fruit from us who bear His
image.8

Love so amazing, so divine,
Demands my heart, my life, my all.9

References: (1) 2 Cor. 4:4; Col. 1:15  (2) Is. 52:14; 53:2-3
(3) Rom. 6:4-6  (4) Rom. 8:29  (5) 1 John 3:2  (6) 2 Cor.
3:18  (7) Luke 9:23  (8) 1 Cor. 1:26-29  (9) Isaac Watts,
Gospel Songs 78

Bible quotations from NASB unless stated otherwise

In the image of God
Lewis Milligan, Armagh, N.Ireland

‘We … are being transformed into the
same image …’
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Bible metaphors

Working parts of Christ’s body
Craig Jones, Toronto, Canada

For instance, the eye is considered to be one of the most
complex organs in our bodies and, even as you read these
words, the light rays reflecting from the contrasting
colours of the typeface and the background paper are
being manipulated by your cornea into the pupil in the
centre of your eye, whilst the surrounding coloured iris
constantly adjusts the amount of light that is allowed to
pass into the pupil. These light rays then pass through the
lens of your eye, which further manipulates them, causing
them to converge on the retina at the back of the eye. The
retina is a tissue membrane consisting of over 127 million
light-sensing nerve cells, which convert the light rays into
electrical impulses, which in turn are sent via the optic
nerve to the brain. As another extremely complex organ
of the body – if not the most complex – the brain then
gets to work decoding these electrical impulses into
recognizable shapes that have previously been associated
with both sound and meaning and thereby we are able to
make sense of the sequences of the various black shapes
on the page (and hopefully, also make sense of the ideas
and message being communicated through the words!) –
and all this takes just milliseconds to process!

Clearly, in ancient times, knowledge about the workings
of the human body and its various parts was a lot more
rudimentary. Yet even such simple knowledge prompted
a sense of wonder and awe, such that Job was able to
speak of how God had clothed him “…with skin and
flesh, and knit me together with bones and sinews… ”1

and as Israel’s psalmist-king David was famously moved
to ponder in Psalm 139:13-14. As knowledge about the
way the human body functions increased over the
centuries, not only were people increasingly amazed at
how such knowledge declared the creative genius of God,
but they were also able to derive practical lessons from
the observance of how the body works. It was the apostle
Paul who was used by the Spirit of God to articulate one
of the most profound, yet simple, lessons based on
observance of the human body.

There is a wonderful truth taught in the New Testament
concerning the spiritual unity of every believer in the
Lord Jesus Christ. Commonly referred to as ‘the church
the Body of Christ’, this name is primarily derived from
Paul’s reference in Ephesians 1:22-23 to the church,

which is his [Christ’s] body…, with other similar
references occurring in Colossians 1:18, 24. This is that
which the Lord first spoke of to His disciples in Matthew
16:18, when He said, “I will build my church”, also
declaring that the gates of Hades would not be able to
prevail against this – signifying that it would be
unassailable and immune from anything that Satan might
try to do to destroy or degrade it. Membership in this
church comes about by baptism in the Holy Spirit,2 which
occurs at the moment of personal faith in the Lord Jesus
for salvation.3 It’s a delightful thought to appreciate that
all believers have a common spiritual connection with
each other and with Christ Himself through this spiritual
‘entity’. However, this truth is not just something to be
appreciated on an ethereal level – there is a very practical,
everyday outworking of it that is intended to give visible
expression to this otherwise invisible spiritual truth.

Paul wrote to the Church of God in Corinth, in the twelfth
chapter of his first letter, about their use of the spiritual
gifts and abilities they possessed by virtue of being
indwelt by the Holy Spirit. To illustrate the practical

It’s truly amazing what has been, and continues to be,
discovered about the workings of the human body. It
seems the more we are able to understand about the
complexity of the various systems of the body, the more
astounded we are at what we invariably take for granted
on a day-to-day basis.

Each part of the human body has a
specific function according to what it
was designed for, whether it’s a foot,
a hand, an ear, an eye or a nose …
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importance of exercising their spiritual gifts, he used the
picture of the human body. Whilst the human body has
different parts – or ‘members’ – it is also a whole,
functioning ‘unit’. Although each part of the human body
has a specific function according to what it was designed
for, whether it’s a foot, a hand, an ear, an eye or a nose,
the organic, interconnected working together of all the
different parts of the body is essential for its effective
working. If one part of the body is malfunctioning, then it
can be evident in other parts of the body too, as well as in
the overall usefulness of the whole thing – a broken leg
severely impacts the body’s ability to move around and
accomplish what it may need to.

Paul used this simple observation to illustrate how
members of the body of Christ are similarly
interconnected and mutually dependent upon each other
in a way that is to have an evident, observable effect in
their lives and their purpose as believers in the Lord
Jesus.4 The primary context of that observable outworking
was the local church of God, which can be seen in Paul’s
declaration of the Church of God in Corinth being
‘Christ’s body’,5 i.e. not that this church consisted of the
entirety of those in the body of Christ at that time, but that
they were expected to give practical expression to the
character and nature of the church the body of Christ as
described in the prior verses. We may therefore
reasonably infer that this was also expected of each local
church of God – then and indeed now!

This is the context, then, in which the various gifts and
functions with which individual members of the Body are
endowed are to be seen in practical working. There are a
variety of gifts, and a variety of ministries, all producing a
variety of beneficial effects in their outworking.6 The key
thing in it all is expressed in 1 Corinthians 12:7, But to
each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the
common good. Paul also wrote similarly to the Church of
God at Ephesus, again teaching that the different gifts and
callings of members of the body of Christ are for the
express purpose of … the equipping of the saints for the
work of service, to the building up of the body of Christ;
until we all attain to the unity of the faith, and of the
knowledge of the Son of God, to a mature man, to the
measure of the stature which belongs to the fullness of
Christ.7 The ‘common good’, then, for members in the

body of Christ exercising their spiritual gifts and calling,
includes the vital purpose of attaining unity in ‘the faith’
(the apostles’ teaching to which New Testament believers
in churches of God became obedient, see Acts 6:7) and
the knowledge of the Son of God.7 It’s about the
importance of doctrinal unity (which in turn leads to
practical unity) as a necessary means of combating
doctrinal error and as a means of evidencing the visible
and practical integrity of the whole body according to the
purpose of its head, Christ.8

So then, the challenge is clear – as members of the body
of Christ, we each have gifts and callings that we are
individually responsible to put into effect in a collective
context. We are to live our lives in service to the Lord in a
mutually dependent, co-operative and supportive way in
all that we do, so that we are encouraged and
strengthened, not just in our personal faith and devotion
to the Lord, but in our understanding of and obedience to
the faith, and also so that fellow members of the body
may likewise be encouraged and strengthened through us.
May we each therefore energetically strive to discern
what the Lord has called us to, what He has gifted us
with, and with joyful enthusiasm and perseverance, work
to His glory!

References: (1) Job 10:11  (2) 1 Cor. 12:13  (3) Eph.
1:13-14  (4) 1 Cor. 12:12  (5) 1 Cor. 12:27  (6) 1 Cor.
12:4-6  (7) Eph. 4:12-13 NASB  (8) Eph. 4:14-16

Bible quotations from ESV unless stated otherwise
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His message, directed at the people through Zerubbabel,
their governor, and Joshua, their high priest, stirred them
to action in the important matter of rebuilding the house
of God, the temple in Jerusalem. As we together consider
Haggai’s message and its effect, we too should expect to
have to stop what we are doing, to think and to re-
evaluate our lives as the Spirit brings the relevance of its
teaching to our hearts.

The book of Haggai has just two chapters, which
comprise four short messages delivered over a four month
period in 520 BC. Why not read them now? Haggai,
together with his contemporary, Zechariah, preached the
need to finish the work of reconstructing the temple. It
was a project that had lain dormant for some sixteen years
since 536 BC, when the foundation had been laid by the
first group of exiles returning home under the decree of
King Cyrus following the fall of Babylon to the Medo-
Persian Empire. Their resolve had been severely tested,
though, by local opposition to the rebuilding and work
had stopped. The response to Haggai’s challenge was
pronounced – the rebuilding of the temple was completed,
in 515 BC, within just five years of their hearing the word
of the Lord.

Rebuilding the house – what relevance for today?
You may be wondering how a 2,500-year-old rousing call
to the physical work of reconstructing a ruined building
has any bearing upon your disciple life today. Yet, as
disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ in churches of God, we
are engaged by the Lord as builders. The apostle Paul
described himself as a wise master-builder, but his
experience did not relate to the construction of physical
buildings. What did he mean, then? Paul was in the
business of building churches of God. He describes one
such church, the Church of God in Corinth, as ‘God’s
building’2 and as ‘temple of God’3 – not ‘the’ temple, but
a microcosm of the larger whole.

He later refers to that complete structure when he
describes how each several building, fitly framed
together, groweth into a holy temple in the Lord4 – that is,
local churches of God combining to form the spiritual
superstructure which answers to the temple of Haggai’s

day. As brothers and sisters in churches of God, we are
engaged in nothing less than the work of building the
spiritual house of God on earth today. This is not, in our
day, a rebuilding from scratch; we are thankful to God for
the building work of those who preceded us in that
respect. It is, however, a work that must continue without
ceasing, such that Haggai’s word is no less relevant now
than it was all those centuries ago.

Now is the time!
“The time has not come, even the time for the house of the
LORD to be rebuilt.”5

So said the people of Haggai’s day. Maybe the sentiment
isn’t wholly unfamiliar to you, whatever your stage in
life. Perhaps you feel that now is the time to focus on
your academic studies, or getting your first job, and you
look forward to settling into stable employment – that will
be the time to serve the Lord.

For others, maybe it’s the prospect of promotion, the
home extension project, or the new car, which holds the
attention. Or could it be that today is just ‘family time’?
Many of us look forward to a calmer, less frantic day in

Lessons from the minor prophets

Haggai
The restoration of God’s house
Stephen Hickling, Birmingham, England

“Consider your ways!”1

Haggai’s abrupt challenge to the remnant of God’s
people in his day cuts to the heart with no less
poignancy today.

“Go … and
rebuild”
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which we will have both energy and time to pour out in
the Lord’s things.

Still others will, no doubt, look back on days of faithful
service in the house of God when the results of their
labour were far grander than now. Their churches now
seem like nothing in comparison6 to their former glory.
They hope that God will work wonders in the future, but
don’t expect them now.

God’s instruction through Haggai was to “Go … and
rebuild…”7; the Lord commanded His disciples to “Go …
and make disciples…”8 In his gospel, John records an
occasion on which the disciples were concerned about
food. The time was not right for outreach, in their view;
their Master needed first to eat. Jesus said to them:

“Do you not say, ‘There are yet four months, and then
comes the harvest’? Behold, I say to you, lift up your eyes
and look on the fields, that they are white for harvest.”9

The harvest time was at the fore of their minds – they
expected it and dared not miss it. And whilst they
properly waited its arrival, once the harvest came they
knew that time was not on their side. Any delay would
see the fruits of harvest lie upon the ground and rot; the
harvest, when it arrived, would demand their undivided
attention.

But the Lord tells them of another harvest, which was
already ripe, a harvest on which His attention was
completely focused that day in Sychar. That same harvest
of souls remains ready for reaping even now. Now is still
the acceptable time; now is still the day of salvation!10

What excuse will we give for delay in answering that
simple command to go and make disciples, to
build the house of God today? Will the Lord
find us living in luxury,11 while His house
requires urgent maintenance?

Time to re-evaluate our priorities?
To take pleasure in any of the things we have
mentioned – our families, our homes, our jobs –
would not appear to be wrong in itself. Isn’t it
just a matter of putting God at the top of our list
of priorities? Not if our priority list is a list of
equals!

“You shall have no other gods besides Me.”12

God doesn’t want to be treated as number one
in a list of other gods! In ordering our hearts,
then, we must avoid allowing anything to take
the seat of God, the hallowed place. His name alone is to
be hallowed and we must strive to keep and, if necessary,
to remove all else from the hallowed place in our lives.
Adoration of God’s holiness will ensure that other
concerns take their rightful place.

How can we identify what occupies the hallowed place in
our lives? We might start by considering what is
important to us – our wallets and our diaries will give a
reasonable indication of that. How do we spend our time
and our money? A deeper examination might lead us to

think about which things we look to for our joy. Our
private prayer life may offer some clues. Do we pray only
when something threatens our loved ones, our career or
our possessions? Do we remain anxious about these
things, even after we have prayed? Or are we regularly
before God, prompted by our adoration of Him alone?

Israel had failed to give God His rightful place and,
consequently, had neglected the work of the Lord. As a
result, not only would they be the worse for failure to
quench the real thirst of their souls for God, but they
experienced a lack of satisfaction in material things too.
Whether in food, in drink, in clothing or in wages, there
was not enough to satisfy.13 Why? Because God withheld
His blessing. More than that, He was actively taking away
from the work of their hands until it resulted in a re-
ordering of their hearts.

Conversely, when the people showed reverence for the
Lord14 and finished the work of rebuilding the temple,
they experienced the Lord’s blessing in material things
too. The same principle applies today:

“But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness, and
all these things will be added to you.”15

“Consider your ways,” was Haggai’s challenge to Israel.
Similarly, the Lord Jesus challenged His disciples to
‘consider the lilies’,16 which neither toil nor spin but
which God clothes with royal finery. That thinking will
set our hearts on God and on the things that He values and
will result in renewed vigour for the work of building His
house, which continues today.

References: (1) Hag. 1:5,7  (2) 1 Cor. 3:9  (3) 1 Cor. 3:16
(4) Eph. 2:21, RV  (5) Hag. 1:2  (6) Hag. 2:3  (7) Hag. 1:8
(8) Mat. 28:19  (9) John 4:35  (10) 2 Cor. 6:2  (11) Hag.
1:4  (12) Ex. 20:3, RV margin  (13) Hag. 1:6  (14) Hag.
1:12  (15) Mat. 6:33  (16) Mat. 6:28, RV

Bible quotations from NASU unless otherwise stated
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Each day I read the ‘thought for the day’ that
was sent to Barack Obama.1 Today’s was
based on the story of blind Bartimaeus2 and
the accompanying comment is apt as I write
this article:
‘Like Jesus, we must listen to those crying out from the
margins of our lives – the voices that we generally
dismiss, the cries that are not readily heard. Perhaps
someone in our lives is in need of our touch. If so, like
Christ, we should make the time.’

I have seen plenty of addicts readily turning to crime to
fund their habits and ending up in prison where, for some,
I have been their only visitor. Most told me that they got
involved with drugs or alcohol in their youth, then once
caught could not escape without help. Some friends in my
church have asked if the ministry is worthwhile, adding
that they felt unable to get involved. That raises the
question: should we get involved, and how? Experience
has shown me that not every Christian is gifted for this;
however, for those who are able, here are some insights.

In this short article, giving you one man’s case history
(let’s call him Fred) will cover most points. His story
starts with an addict I had befriended moving to another
area. His buddy was Fred (also an addict) who was now
being left without his close friend; so I asked for Fred’s
’phone number and invited him out to McDonald’s.
Thereafter I visited him and his partner over a three-year
period, getting involved in their lives, but giving only
minimal financial help where there was real need. My
wife and I together continued taking them to suitable
church events, where a good impression was made
because a lot of love and care was shown. By this time I
had become a friend of Fred and one Sunday we took him
and his partner to a gospel outreach event. At the end we
sat talking with them and a couple of others until most
people had left the hall. The conversation was almost
entirely with Fred and I asked him, “Are you ready to ask
Jesus to be your Saviour and receive God’s forgiveness?”
“No, I’m not ready,” he emphatically replied. Then, to
our surprise, his partner who had been listening said, “But
I’m ready!” There and then, with quite a lengthy prayer
for someone who had never prayed, she took Jesus as her
saviour.

Things continued as before and, one afternoon some
months later, I took Fred to a church meeting. At the end I
saw that he was thinking seriously and was perturbed. I
invited him to come into a private room and there he took
Jesus as his saviour. So now, here was a couple who were
saved and coming to some church meetings. It was hard
for them (and is for any like them) who have lived in

poverty and who sleep until early afternoon and stay up
until 3 or 4 a.m. each night, to change to what we would
call ‘normal living’. In due course, Fred’s partner reverted
to some of her old timekeeping and lifestyle, but Fred is
now at college and hopes to get employment. We still see
them and they have their quiet times of Bible reading and
prayer, so we have hope for them.

Clearly there is a need for compassion;3 then, through
prayer and personal exercise, we must have a passionate
love and burden for people in these situations. (Indeed,
this is true for all gospel outreach, including to friends,
family, neighbours and children.) As you get involved in
addicts’ lives you will get disappointments, encounter
illogical responses and find yourself in a different world
from the one you normally live in. On the positive side,
with God’s blessing and supportive prayers,4 you will see
God at work – as He was in New Testament times –
turning people from the power of darkness to God.5

Over the years, the addicts we worked with appear to
have trusted Jesus as saviour. That is encouraging, but for
such persons it is very difficult for them to be added to
the local church, and to continue in it, due to the earlier
mentioned challenge of adjusting to ‘normal’ living.
Nevertheless, we pray on. “… inasmuch as you did it to
one of the least of these … you did it to Me.”6,7

References: (1) DuBois, Joshua; The President’s
Devotional, Harper Collins  (2) Mark 10:46-52  (3) Luke
7:13, 15:20  (4) 2 Cor. 1:11  (5) Col. 1:13  (6) Mat. 25:40
(7) Gal. 2:10                       Bible quotations from NKJV

Practical Christianity

Rescuing the rejects
John Kerr, Ayr, Scotland
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It is a virtue because it recognises that others may have
different opinions from one’s own, and one has not the
right to attempt to change them by force. That is, it
respects one’s neighbours, as the Law and the Lord
taught.1 In keeping with this principle, we, as Christians,
should not be deliberately offensive to others – although
some take offence at apparently quite unobjectionable
phrases, such are the vagaries of ‘politically correct’
speech. If we are to live in a stable and peaceful society
then this must apply to all, whatever their social, religious
or racial background.

Regrettably, this does not apply over large areas of the
earth. People throughout the world have been horrified by
the barbaric and bloodthirsty actions of the group which
calls itself the ‘Islamic State in Iraq and the Levant’
(ISIL). They have published videos of beheadings and a
burning alive of some foreign fighters and some of the aid
workers who have gone there to help millions of refugees.
This does not only apply to Americans and Westerners,
whom they regard as the ‘far enemy’, but to Shia
Muslims, whom they think of as heretics, the ‘near
enemy’. So hate and desolation reign; it is hard to
understand how anyone might think that this is the will of
God. This is a particularly odious example, but
intolerance is normal in many countries throughout the
world.

Christianity of various different traditions has been
dominant in the West for so long that it has formed our
societies, and even those who reject its beliefs and regard
themselves as ‘liberal’ unconsciously take their ideas of
human responsibility and rights from it. They find it
impossible to think that Christians themselves are subject
to persecution, yet this is the case. The ‘Open Doors’
organisation maintains a list of the fifty countries in the
world where it is most difficult to be a Christian;2 it is
headed by North Korea on political grounds, but
most are Islamic states, where disagreement with the
state religion is treated as disloyalty to the state.
What should Christians’ response be? The Lord
Jesus told His disciples, “I say to you, Love your
enemies and pray for those who persecute you”3 – a
difficult thing, but the families of 21 Coptic
Christians who were beheaded by ISIL fighters did
just that, thanking God for their opportunity to
demonstrate their faith.

It is all too easy for tolerance to degenerate into
indifference, not caring whether something is right
or not. Christians have the conviction that what they
believe about Christ is true, and that therefore

anything which contradicts it is false. Nonetheless,
acceptance of that truth must not be forced upon anyone
by laws or social pressure, but it is legitimate to argue in
favour of it and point out conflicts with other beliefs: it is
not intolerant to do that. Tolerance means allowance, not
acceptance.

Christians must look to Christ Himself for examples of
attitudes to take to others. At one social extreme, when He
met the woman by the well in Sychar He, knowing the
situation, said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come
here.” She had to answer, “I have no husband,” and
Jesus replied, “You are right in saying, ‘I have no
husband’; for you have had five husbands, and the one
you now have is not your husband.”4 The woman’s
conscience must have been smitten by what the Lord said,
because she went back into the town and said, “Come, see
a man who told me all that I ever did. Can this be the
Christ?”5 The people of the town knew what she was
like, and the result was that many Samaritans from that
town believed on Him because of the woman’s testimony.
Notice that the Lord did not have to condemn the woman
explicitly; she knew her own position.

In distinction to this the Lord was most severe in His
condemnation of the religious leaders of the Jews. Six
times in His address to the crowds and His disciples in
Matthew 23 He uses the expression, “Woe to you, scribes
and Pharisees, hypocrites!”6 He was not tolerant of pride.
A hypocrite is someone who pretends to be better than he
is. Such a man’s attitude prevents him from knowing
what he is really like – a knowledge which is a
prerequisite to a real faith in Christ.

References: (1) Luke 10:27  (2) www.opendoorsuk.org
(3) Mat. 5:44  (4) John 4:16-18  (5) John 4:29  (6) Mat.
23:13

Bible quotations from ESV

Tolerance
Peter Hickling, Cromer, England

Tolerance, defined as ‘willingness to allow the existence or occurrence of something one
disagrees with without interference’ (O.E.D) is something often regarded (at least by the
English!) as characteristic of an English gentleman.
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St Peter’s Basilica in the Vatican City defines the
skyline of Rome. With its dome by Michelangelo and
its magnificent interior, it attracts both pilgrims and
tourists in large numbers. We begin the next chapter
of our story here, because the cost of its construction
was a major trigger for the Protestant Reformation.

To finance the building, Pope Leo X exploited the
Roman Catholic doctrine of Purgatory. This was a place
where most people would, they believed, endure terrible
suffering on their way to heaven to purge their souls of
remaining sins. Rome commissioned representatives to
tell the faithful that if they bought certificates called
‘indulgences’, these would allow them to bypass this
suffering and go straight to heaven. When a Dominican
friar, Johann Tetzel, came to Wittenberg preaching this
message, it infuriated Martin Luther, a monk who was a
parish priest and lecturer in divinity at the University. He
had seen from the Bible book of Romans that salvation
was achieved for us by Christ’s death on the cross and
this alone. We are required only to repent and believe and
no good works of our own or sacrament of the church
could confer it upon us in any way, just as Paul had said:

For we hold that one is justified by faith apart from works
of the law.1

Luther summarised this as the first principle of his faith:

‘That Jesus Christ, our God and Lord, died for our sins,
and was raised again for our justification… And He alone
is the Lamb of God which taketh away the sins of the
world.... Now, since it is necessary to believe this, and it
cannot be otherwise acquired or apprehended by any
work, law, or merit, it is clear and certain that this faith
alone justifies us … Of this article nothing can be yielded
or surrendered [nor can anything be granted or permitted
contrary to the same], even though heaven and earth, and
whatever will not abide, should sink to ruin. For there is
none other name under heaven, given among men
whereby we must be saved.’2

Salvation cannot be bought because Christ paid the price
in full on the cross. Indeed, these scriptures made a
nonsense of belief in purgatory. How could Christ’s
infinite suffering on Calvary be incomplete payment for
or purification of our sins? Through His blood we are
justified (declared righteous) by faith alone.

Luther registered his disagreement in 95 theses, which he
is said to have nailed to the door of Wittenberg Cathedral.
Moreover he argued that people should be able to read the
Bible for themselves under the guidance of the Holy
Spirit. The official version of the Bible was Jerome’s
translation into Latin (the Vulgate). This meant that the
original Hebrew and Greek manuscripts had often been

neglected and that the Bible was a closed book to the
ordinary person. Luther translated the Bible into German
in 1534 and the invention of the printing press made the
work widely available. The spirit so commended in the
Bereans was back in business:

Now these Jews were more noble than those in
Thessalonica; they received the word with all eagerness,
examining the Scriptures daily to see if these things were
so.3

Luther initially called for reform of the church from
within (hence ‘Reformation’). However, it soon became
clear that this was not achievable. In 1520 Pope Leo X
published a statement that Luther’s teaching on salvation
was heretical, confirmed at the Diet of Speyer (1529).
Luther’s Letter of Protestation at this gave rise to the
name Protestants, describing Western Christians outside
of Catholicism. In response, the Council of Trent (1545-
1563) defined Catholic belief. Roman Catholicism
oversaw its own translations of the Scriptures and
addressed abuses like the sale of indulgences.
Unfortunately, however, it also suppressed unofficial
teaching by the Inquisition.

Luther’s bold stand has been admired even by people who
were not Christian believers. The American philosopher
Ralph Waldo Emerson, for example, saw him as a key
figure in defining modernity itself:

‘Martin Luther the Reformer is one of the most
extraordinary persons in history and has left a deeper
impression of his presence in the modern world than any
other except Columbus.’4

We must, however, avoid making a Protestant saint of
Martin Luther. Like the rest of us, he shared many of the
flaws and prejudices of his time and culture including, in
his case, a virulent anti-Semitism. Nevertheless, he
reopened the Scriptures to bring clarity on how to be
saved to millions.

Many of the independent city states that now comprise
Germany adopted Luther’s beliefs. In the 1530s, a French
theologian, Calvin, was allowed to realise his ideas in
Geneva. His views on predestination and government by
elders assisting a minister influenced the Presbyterian
movement, established in Scotland as the national church.

The story of Christianity

The Reformation
Karl Smith, Kirkintilloch, Scotland
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Here many took a principled stand for a Biblical
understanding of salvation. The problem was that the
churches formed tended to be state religions and everyone
had to conform. Catholics were suppressed as ruthlessly
as Protestants were in Catholic countries. This attitude
regrettably survives today. We owe the preservation of
doctrines such as the Trinity and of key biblical
manuscripts to Rome and there are undoubtedly Catholics
whose hearts have responded in simple faith to the love of
Christ, trusting Him only for salvation, despite the official
teaching of their church. Whilst believers must stand
against every doctrine that misleads people about
Scripture, we must love those who are in error in their
religious doctrines and practices. Even in areas where
there is opposition to the spread of the Gospel, to
mistrust, hate or discriminate on the basis of Catholic
belief is a betrayal of the man who taught us to love even
our enemies.5

Church of England
The fact that England embraced the Protestant movement
is, from one point of view, an accident of history. King
Henry VIII had initially tried to suppress non-Catholic
Christianity. When, however, the Pope would not allow
him to divorce his wife, Catherine of Aragon, because
their marriage did not produce a son and heir, he defected
from the Catholic Church and in 1534 the Church of
England came into being. Anglicanism, as the belief of
that church is often called, therefore resembled Catholic
thought and practice much more closely than most other
types of Protestantism. For example, Henry VIII paid for

masses to be said following his own death to speed his
soul through a Purgatory in which he did not believe.
This negated the whole point of Luther’s initial protest
and demonstrates that, for Henry at least, the Reformation
served a political rather than a spiritual end. It was also
committed to the view that infant baptism was necessary
for salvation, a point which disturbed those who were
more directly persuaded that salvation was by faith alone.
The Anglican Church also kept its structure of one bishop
responsible for its churches grouped in larger areas and
saw these as the true descendants of the Catholic bishops
and apostles. However, genuinely converted people also
had a strong influence. Catholic sacraments such as
confession and the last rites were abandoned. This
conflict for the soul of the Anglican community can be
seen in The Book of Common Prayer. It is a book of
beautiful language with strong emphasis on the need for
salvation and the sufficiency of Christ on some pages and
insistence that infant baptism made the recipient a
partaker of the divine nature elsewhere, for example .

Nevertheless, the break from church tradition and papal
authority brought many of the blessings of Reformation
thought to England. The gospel could now be preached
from the pulpit by vicars who believed it. Earlier
translations of the Bible into English, such as those by
Wycliffe (1382) and Tyndale (1526-36) had been
condemned, but now new translations were actively
sought. Several emerged, leading up to the much-loved
Authorised Version in 1611. This was adopted by the
Anglican community and is still widely used around the
world even today. Many evangelical believers serve God
within the Anglican Church, doing good and leading
others to the Saviour.

The Reformation, then, had irreversibly shattered the
belief that salvation could only be found in membership
of one religious institution or that it could be bought, sold
or earned. It had insisted on justification by faith alone
and the authority of the Scriptures alone. Unfortunately,
however, it also led to the fragmentation of Christianity in
the West. Its emphasis on the necessity of individual
study of the Word of God was its great strength. It also,
however, meant that consensus was more difficult to
come by and new denominations broke away from one
another in bewildering numbers in the following
centuries. There was no means to arrive at the mind of
God’s Spirit together as there had been in the first
century, as demonstrated when the conversion of the
Gentiles threatened, but failed to divide, the Fellowship.6
God had further truth to recover from His Word.

References: (1) Rom. 3:28  (2) Smalcald Articles,
available at http://bookofconcord.org/smalcald.php. The
scripture quoted at the end of this extract is Acts 4:12  (3)
Acts 17:11  (4) ‘Martin Luther’, The Early Lectures of
Ralph Waldo Emerson, (Harvard University Press, 1964),
p.119  (5) Mat. 5:43-5  (6) see Gal. 2 and Acts 15-16
Bible quotations from ESV

‘Martin Luther the Reformer
is one of the most
extraordinary persons in
history and has left a deeper
impression of his presence
in the modern world than
any other except Columbus.’
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What can we say about the existence of evil? What are the
implications for our belief in God? Far from being a
denial of God’s existence, as some think – it in fact
further strengthens the case for God’s existence! How is
that, you ask?

Take militant UK atheist Richard Dawkins. He argues –
and he’s being logically consistent – that ‘no god’ means
‘no evil’.1 His point is, if there’s no God, then there’s no
basis for us all agreeing – or even recognising – that
something is ‘evil’. There could only be individual
preferences based on feelings or variable legal opinions.
So, taking that same argument in reverse, we can ask:
how does the existence of evil actually strengthen the case
for God? The full argument runs like this: if there’s no
God, then there can be no objective moral values. But
why, then, is there widespread agreement that events like
MH17 (the Malaysian airliner shot down over the
Ukraine) are evil? This is a clear indication that objective
moral values really do exist, and so God must exist after
all – for there’s no other way to get them, as Dawkins
concedes.

But what kind of God is He – if He allows suffering
(which is more general than evil, and is not always related
to man’s inhumanity)? And how is suffering compatible
with belief in an all-powerful and all-loving God? Earlier
in this series, I mentioned my friend who underwent
surgery. He suffered a lot of discomfort and pain as a
result of the surgical procedures. But is he glad that he
had the surgery? Yes, of course. There was a morally
sufficient reason for the pain and suffering caused by the
surgeon – namely, the longer-term wellbeing of the
patient. Now, if humans – like that surgeon – can have a
morally sufficient reason for causing suffering, then who
are we to say that God can’t have a morally sufficient
reason when He allows suffering? To deny the all-loving
character of God, we’re going to have to first confidently
prove that God could never have morally sufficient
reasons. And that’s obviously impossible.

The Bible prophet Habakkuk cried out to God about the
injustice and evil he saw all around him. God answered
Habakkuk, but it wasn’t the response he expected. In fact,
it caused him to suffer more confusion. For God declared
that He was about to use a fierce, cruel, neighbouring
people to be the instrument of His judgment. Habakkuk
then struggled with how God could use these more
wicked foreigners to deal with – what he now saw as – the
smaller problems of injustice among his own people. He
asked God again, Why are You silent when the wicked
swallow up those more righteous than they?2 God
responded a second time, declaring that He would settle
every score, but it might take longer than Habakkuk was
hoping. Until then, He asked Habakkuk to trust Him with

the famous Bible words: the righteous will live by his
faith.3 The remarkable thing is that God enabled him to
find joy, even in suffering, for God had provided a
morally sufficient reason. And so, Habakkuk did find
faith in suffering.

That in itself is not unusual. Sometimes, suffering actually
brings the one who suffers closer to God. Randy Alcorn
in his book4, says: ‘Western atheists turn from belief in
God because a tsunami in another part of the world [has]
caused great suffering, [but at the same time] many
broken-hearted survivors of that [very] same tsunami
[have] found faith in God. This is one of the great
paradoxes of suffering.’ And it’s one I’ve seen with my
own eyes on the Pacific Rim.

Talking of tsunamis, natural disasters, and also human-
caused disasters, perhaps an illustration may help us to
glimpse why the world is now as it is. In 1989, the Exxon
Valdez oil tanker ran aground in Prince William Sound,
off Alaska. Within hours the beautiful, snowy-white
coastline of this previously unspoilt wilderness was
transformed by a coating of thick black sludge as 232,000
barrels of oil spilled out from the hold of the stricken
tanker. But there was worse to come. Three-quarters of
the salmon population that normally migrated to the area
did not return the following season. Thousands of
seabirds and otters died in this ecological disaster. A place
that was originally beautiful had been spoilt by a human
blunder. Note, by a human blunder. When a newspaper
once posed the question: ‘What’s wrong with the world?’
G.K. Chesterton wrote a published reply which simply
said: ‘I am.’ Indeed, we all are. The world wasn’t
originally the way it is today, but God gave us the human
dignity of freewill, and we shoulder responsibility for
how we’ve used that.

References: (1) God's Utility Function, published
in Scientific American, November, 1995, p. 85  (2) Hab.
1:13c  (3) Hab. 2:4c  (4) Alcorn, R, If God is Good,
Multnomah, p. 102    Bible quotations NASB

Can there be a God in a world of suffering?

The philosophical and theological challenges
Brian Johnston, Leigh, England

A place that was originally beautiful
had been spoilt by a human blunder.



13

Jimmy, would you please tell us about your
background as village leader in Liguyon?
People in our village chose me as leader because they
saw what I was doing in terms of helping people get
extra income by providing livelihood projects like raising
one pig per family. People appreciated that assistance.

What was the historic religious practice in your
village?
When I was a teenager, my parents and grandparents
used to kill a pig once a month to offer it to ‘diwata’
(spirits), especially if there was someone who was ill.
They believed that those who got such illnesses had
offended the spirits, which is why they offered a
pig. They gave their pigs to a man called ‘diwatahan’ (or
sorcerer). His voice and language became different when
the spirits entered him during the ceremony.

How did you personally come to Christ?
When I was 16 years old, a Church of Christ (U.S.
denomination) minister taught me that I should be
baptized in water in order to receive salvation. So I
followed his instruction and believed that it was through
baptism that I was saved. Later, in 2008, I heard the
teaching of church of God preachers and then clearly
realized that my baptism could not save me. At that point
I genuinely accepted Christ through faith as my Saviour
(Eph. 2:8-9).

What attracted you to Churches of God?
I had already lapsed in the Church of Christ. At that time
I was also involved in local politics, and political
rivalries with others in the same denomination had
spoiled our church relationships. They even went so far
as to attempt to poison my son, Richard! It was in
January 2008 that brother Antonio Bendo and Geralde
Mag-usara preached the Gospel in my village of
Liguyon. Geralde remained supportive in follow-up until
the church was planted here in November 2008. I
appreciated the solid teaching from the Bible on topics
such as salvation by faith alone; the demonstration of
differences between the Church the Body and churches
of God; and most of all, about the spiritual house of God.
I discovered that the Churches of God follow accurately
the exact way of worshipping God based on what the
Bible teaches. I realized that my experience before in
worshipping spirits and my previous affiliation to the
Church of Christ were all in vain, for they follow the
doctrines of men (Mat. 15:9). Also, churches of God
separate themselves from any worldly activity such as
voting and politics.

I was also moved by the fact that they prayed for my son
Richard. Through their prayers, God healed my son
permanently.

You are now an elder in the Churches of God.
What adjustment did you have to make when
preparing for this responsibility?
I was able to resign from political involvement because
the Word of God teaches us that ‘no man can serve two
masters’ (Mat. 6:24; 2 Tim. 2:4-5). That word had a great
impact on me. Before, I served people in materialistic
ways only. But now, I thank God for giving me the
responsibility to serve His people in spiritual matters.

You have been instrumental in the planting of new
churches in Kaligutan and Longganapan – why do
you believe your work for the Lord is being blessed
and fruitful?
First of all it must be through prayer, then planned
initiatives, dedicated time, and plenty of patience (in
waiting for God’s time). These are the elements I believe
that God has used to bless the work in Kaligutan and
Longganapan.

What are the biggest challenges in guiding the
church (youth) in Liguyon?
The ‘lusts of the flesh’ are strong among our young
people here. Although we make every effort to combat
this, still many of our young ones fall into temptation.
However, we don’t cease to pray, to teach the parents, to
counsel the young ones – and all from Christian
standards, of course.

Lifting our eyes to the hills
Interview with Jimmy Dagansina, Liguyon, Philippines
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Anger is in vogue
News stories today seem so often to be punctuated with
horrific tales of how uncontrolled anger has produced
terrible outcomes, some of which are tragic. Among these
are road rage, resulting in extreme violence against a
fellow road user; social media messaging leading to the
suicide of the victim … or the perpetrator; even sales in a
shop descending into open brawling over prized product
bargains.

A trawl through the ‘comments’ section at the end of even
the most seemingly bland online newspaper article causes
one to shudder at the vitriol that is expressed towards both
the journalist and fellow contributors so readily and so
fearlessly – and these are the sentiments that are permitted
by the moderators! Objective discussion seems to dissolve
so frequently into personal assault, deriding the writer,
though having little or no knowledge of him.

Likewise, there is a whole raft of books and articles
devoted to issues such as anger management and anger
issues, whilst some public figures seem to want to
just generate angry responses. Expressing outrage
seems to be a rapidly growing phenomenon.

Nothing new under the sun
It’s not quite such a modern development, though.
Anger problems have been evident ever since Cain
asked his brother Abel to go for a walk, and was
unable to regain control of his feelings as God had
suggested, with the resultant fratricide.1

As we read the Gospels, we are staggered at the
volume of fury vented towards the Lord Jesus by the
Jewish religious leaders, and are equally impressed
at the way in which He handled this focused,
groundless campaign. In Luke 14, for example, He
was being closely scrutinised to see if He would
heal a man with swelling caused by fluid under his
skin. Perhaps this man had even been invited into
the Pharisee’s house to enable this very test to be
presented to Jesus. The Lord was able to demolish
their position with a straightforward question about
whether healing on the Sabbath is allowable,
backing it up with a logical argument about how
relief would certainly be administered to someone –
or even an animal – falling into a risky situation. He
left them with no valid basis on which to respond,
which must surely mean that not only was the
content of His statements beyond challenge, but also
that the demeanour with which they were delivered
was non-provocative.

Is anger sinful?
In itself, anger is not a sinful emotion. It is a feature of
God’s character when He is provoked by human failing,
such as in Moses’ response to God’s instruction to go to
talk with Pharaoh.2 It is a part of our human make-up,
being made in God’s image. The God-Man, Christ Jesus,
demonstrated His righteous anger when, for example, He
removed the merchants who were profiteering in the
courts of His Father’s house.3 Film producers seem to
enjoy portraying Jesus acting in a frenzy, but whilst
clearly He was angry with the practices taking place, there
is no indication of any loss of His self-control as He
righted these wrongs.

For us fallen, though redeemed, humans it’s harder to get
away from our anger being accompanied by unspiritual
attitudes and actions, so we need to be very wise and very
controlled. Even though the basis of our exasperation may
be in line with God’s own attitude, it’s all too easy to go
too far, and we very quickly look like any other mortal.
Paul quoted Psalm 4:4 (in which David talked to God

What Jesus said about …

Anger
Tony Jones, Aberkenfig, Wales

‘In your anger,
do not sin.’



15

about the injustices he suffered and trusted Him
to deal with them) when reminding the Ephesian
church in your anger, do not sin.4 The rationale
for our attitude may be very good – but the
application be very poor and damaging.

How anger can get us into deep trouble
It’s possible, however, that we may respond to
something that irks us because it cuts across our
own selfish view of life, with no real spiritual
justification. We’ve all been there. The Lord
spoke very directly about such behaviour in
Matthew 5, pointing out for us how very wrong
this is. We are familiar with His words later in
this passage about looking at a woman lustfully
being an act of adultery, but perhaps we are not so
tuned up on what He says in verses 21-22 on the
seriousness of wrongful anger.

“You have heard that it was said to the people long ago,
‘Do not murder, and anyone who murders will be subject
to judgment.’ But I tell you that anyone who is angry with
his brother will be subject to judgement.”

As with the ‘new’ adultery law, here the Lord clarifies
the higher requirement for His disciples, then and now.
Misplaced, unjustified scripturally, wrongful anger
exposes the hater to God’s judgment, just as a murderer
is exposed to His judgment. What a standard is set out by
the King of the kingdom of heaven. As this declaration
was included in the sermon to disciples, we need to be
very aware, perhaps more so than we have been up until
now, of how we react to our fellow followers of Christ. I
should analyse each of my relationships with those ‘in
Christ’ and first confess to the Lord in sorrow where I
fail – recognisable in my expressions of irritation,
dissatisfaction, annoyance and so on, just because they
do not behave as I wish them to. There may even be
something that needs face-to-face confession, because I
may have provoked a reaction in someone due to my
attitudes. This is what the Lord underlines by starting
verses 23-24 with ‘therefore’ – it’s built on His prior
words.

Driving in the nails
An illustration may help us to understand a little more
clearly why this is so significant. A lad had a bad temper
that he just could not keep a rein on. It led him to many
embarrassing situations, so much so that he felt he
needed to deal with it; so he asked his father for help.
Dad gave him a large bag of nails and told him that every
time he lost his temper, he was to hammer a nail into the
fence at the back of the house. This he started to do, with
thirty-seven nails going into the fence on day one alone!
But, very slowly, over time things improved with the
number of nails dwindling each day, until finally the
sound of hammering ceased. His father then suggested
that for every day he was able to hold his temper, he
should pull one nail back out of the fence. This took quite
some time, but eventually he was able to tell his dad that
the fence was nail-free. His dad went to look with him

and congratulated him on his effort, but pointed out the
holes in the fence. It would never be the same.

Things we say in anger leave a scar, which can be a
harder wound to heal than if we had put a knife in and
drawn it out. Of course, we need to apply this with
everyone we meet, not just our spiritual family – from
the person whom we consider to be driving their car in a
manner that doesn’t suit us, to the two ladies blocking the
supermarket aisle as they chat together. You couldn’t
imagine the Lord wanting to give them a piece of His
mind! Indeed, His attitude was to encourage us to be
peacemakers as that is typical of Him.5

Sharing views can be dangerous
How easily, too, we can jump to a wrong conclusion as
we watch the behaviour of our brothers and sisters – a
conclusion that we may not even take time to justify to
ourselves; we just do it without checking things out, as it
matches our perception that we have built up of the
person. Then we allow ourselves to become angry about
the matter. The Lord spoke directly about the danger in
this in John 7:23-24,

“Why are you angry with me for healing the whole man
on the Sabbath? Stop judging by mere appearances, and
make a right judgment.”

Jesus was speaking to a crowd of people, who had
arrived together at this opinion, inevitably influencing
each other through rumour and guesswork. So, the
danger is bigger than just making a rash judgement on
someone – which is not right in itself – but in sharing that
groundless view leads others into sin. We need to be very
careful with our opinions and how we share them.

Someone has said that “anger is just one letter short of
danger”. Perhaps this underlines what the Lord teaches.

References: (1) Gen. 4  (2) Ex. 4:14  (3) John 2:14-16
(4)  Eph. 4:26  (5) Mat. 5:9

Bible quotations from NIV

Every time he lost his temper, he was to
hammer a nail into the fence …
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Ten years ago social media networks were relatively
obscure – they were something that teenagers engaged
in, and that was about the extent of them. Almost no
one had heard of Facebook. Nobody could have
predicted its exponential growth. This particular online
network began in 2004 as a site for students at a
particular university in the USA, and went global in
2006. By 2008 there were over 100 million Facebook
users, and this has grown year-on-year since, with over
1,390,000,000 people currently using it. It’s clear that
online social media networks (especially Facebook and
Twitter) have become an integral part of modern
culture – people all over the world use them every day
to help with daily tasks ranging from domestic and
social to professional.

For Christians, social media networks (like the Internet
in general) represent both risk and opportunity. There is
always the risk (as in any area of life) of compromising
our witness through our behaviour – what we write or
post (photographs, videos, comments) on Facebook or
Twitter is immediately visible to many other people,
and perhaps to their contacts too. Such content can be
‘shared’ and quickly move beyond our ability to
control. We need to remember that in this very public
arena we are ambassadors for Christ.

And yet, because they have become an integral part of
our global culture, social networks also present an
opportunity for us to reach others – both unbelievers
and other Christians – with the truth of God’s Word.
Messages, online content, can travel more quickly than
ever before, reaching potentially vast audiences. We
are just beginning to learn how to do this effectively.

There are many examples of individual local churches
of God using Facebook pages to raise awareness of

their existence in their locality and some have even
seen physical rather than virtual visitors coming along
to church meetings as a result! Active church pages
allow individuals to ‘share’ and popularise upcoming
local church, district or international events, extending
the ‘invite’ significantly.

‘Theymaybeone’ is the Facebook page for The
Churches of God. Current page ‘likes’ total
approximately 2,500 (though this number naturally
fluctuates) and post ‘reach’ in the past 6 months alone
has numbered in the tens of thousands. Most ‘fans’ of
the page are not numbered in churches of God, with
huge interest in the page especially from the
Philippines and Ghana (1424+ and 542+ fans,
respectively). There is great potential here to extend the
reach and effectiveness of our Facebook content
through making our ‘posts’ or updates as regular and
engaging as possible (for example, using multimedia,
Search For Truth recordings, NT archives and strategic
paid promotional campaigns when appropriate). What
an opportunity to reach others with our teaching!

As a global network of believers serving together in
churches of God, global online social networks suit us
very well! They present an opportunity for us to
connect with one another more conveniently than ever
before. Because of Facebook, as I sit in Belfast I can
see messages, photographs and informal reports from
individuals and churches of God in, for example,
Malawi, Nigeria, the Philippines, Australia, USA and
Canada instantaneously. In terms of communications,
we are brought closer than ever before in innovative
and interesting ways. Let’s pray, therefore, that God
will give us wisdom in learning to use these tools for
His glory and for the building up of the churches.

Mission

Social Media
Stephen McCabe, Belfast, N.Ireland


