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Much of human behaviour has been attributed to pattern-matching by our
brains. We are adept at unconsciously recognizing things we have seen
before. That should increases our efficiency in reaction to our changing
external environment. We are told, for instance, that physically our eyes
really only see very little; our complex neural networks fill in gaps, and
help us to see a more complete picture. Readers skilled in these matters
would no doubt be able to add more examples and provide more precise
explanation of these generalizations. But for now our objective is to
draw attention to a word from the Lord. He warned His audience that
they were very clever at matching what they saw around them so they
could, with relative accuracy, forecast the local weather. The problem
was their pattern-matching seemed to stop there! They did not
appreciate that significant trends in human activity also indicated
major developments of divine planning (Mat. 16:2-3; 24:32-33).
Are we better than them?

One aspect of ‘worldliness’ is a lessened desire to match what we
see to God's Word. There is an article in this issue that deals
broadly with this subject, and its expressed concerns are timely.
Likewise, we may read what is said about the prophecy by Joel,
which contained a wake-up call for God’s people in his day, and
ours! Or we may see in the increasing polarization in societies
around the world a building departure from true Christianity
and even active hostility towards it. But are we inclined to be
so totally absorbed in our own small part of the activities of
the civilized world that we miss some of the big picture?
Some Christians are accused of becoming lackadaisical in
this because they know they are saved and eternally secure;
they therefore could be inclined to increasing worldliness,
and reduced interest in precious face time with God. Our
articles on these matters should provoke greater discipline
in our lives; and we also draw attention to the variety of
other practical items in this issue.

We hope you enjoy and benefit from reading and
reflecting on the content of this magazine. Don't
hesitate to contact us with your feedback.
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There are many references to the face of God in the Old
Testament, in addition to the ones commented on in
previous issues of NT, but when we study the New
Testament, it may at first seem strange that we find
significantly fewer direct references to God’s face in the
text. Why should this be?

I think the answer is found in John 1:18, No one has ever
seen God; the only God, who is at the Father’s side, he
has made him known, and in John 14:6, Jesus said … “I
am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to
the Father except through me.” The New Testament is
filled with explicit references to Christ and this makes the
revelation of the face of God much fuller and clearer and
nearer to us, because the Son of God has come and we are
to think of Him as the ‘face of God’ and His face is to us
the face of God.

The face of Christ sees as God sees, speaks as God
speaks, breathes as God breathes, hears as God hears, and
His face displays the ineffably lovely and glorious
character and disposition of God at all times. This is
confirmed in 2 Corinthians 4:6, God … has shone in our
hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of
God in the face of Jesus Christ.

The implications of this in individual Christian experience
are made known in the intimate and heartwarming
challenge in the Lord’s ministry to His apostles on the
night before His death at Calvary.

“If anyone loves me, he will keep my word, and my
Father will love him, and we will come to him, and make
our home with him.”1  We know that the Holy Spirit
already indwells every believer, but this promise is
wonderful, portraying the arrival of God the Son and God
the Father and their abiding presence. This is the private
human experience of the Face of God, available to those
who belong to Him. But we must understand the
condition stated; the love of the believer for the Lord,
backed up by and expressed in continued obedience to
His Word. To know this experience, our hearts must be
warm towards Him, so that we desire to know more and
more about Him, and are willing to explore His Word and
subject ourselves to His will. This involves a conscious
and decisive commitment to give Him top priority in our
lives. The desire for this is the New Testament
counterpart of King David’s longing, My heart says to
you, “Your face, LORD, do I seek.”2

Another allusion to the experience of ‘face time’ with
God is also found in the writings of John. John was the
apostle who had much to say about love and the love of
God, and in the introduction of his first epistle he writes,
our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus
Christ.3  He leads up to this statement by recounting his
own experience of seeing and touching the word of life,
by which the eternal life which was with the Father was

manifested. Fellowship or communion with God involves
hearing Him speak and speaking in His hearing with full
attention and seeing Him with the eyes of our hearts, and
John is making clear that none of this happens apart from
the Son and He is fully involved and enables it.

Near the end of his long life John was permitted to see
many heavenly scenes which he records in the book of
Revelation. At the commencement there is the
magnificent vision of the Son of God in power and
majesty and included are comments about His face, eyes
were like a flame of fire … his face was like the sun
shining in full strength.4 It seems very significant that in
John’s account he heard a great voice behind him and
turned to look. Given the overwhelming appearance of the
central figure dominating the scene one would expect
Him to be the first John mentions, but no, on turning I
saw seven golden lampstands…5

It seems to me that the obvious reason for that could only
be the intensity of concentration of the eyes that were like
a flame of fire fastened on these lampstands, immediately
drawing the onlooker’s gaze to the objects of such
scrutiny by the supreme being in the midst. The
countenance of Christ the Lord is lifted up on these seven
churches. Churches are very important to Christ and God,
and in our next issue we will examine what the New
Testament teaches about the collective experience of the
face of God.

References:

(1) John 14:23  (2) Ps. 27:8  (3) 1 John 1:3  (4) Rev. 1:14-
16  (5) Rev. 1:12

Bible quotations from ESV

Erratum from previous

Editors apologize that in seeking to give effect to a
comment querying the ascription of Ps.122 to David, the
wrong related comment was selected for modification so
that in the last NT, in column two of page 3, viz ‘… in
Psalm 27 he’ (author’s original) was replaced by ‘… in
Psalm 27 the Lord’ (NT Eds replacement).  The change
should have been ‘the Lord treasured collective service’
(9 lines later on) replacing ‘he treasured collective
service’. Editors do sincerely apologize for this confusion.

The face of God
John Archibald, Wembley, England
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We have already learned that to worship is to show
honour to something or to express worthiness or ‘worth-
ship’ to something or someone. ‘At its simplest it is really
ascribing worth to God.’1 Some people think of going to
church as worship and, using ‘church’ in its common use
like this, there is a lot of truth in that. But, of course, the
Bible teaches that ‘church’ is people.2 So it is more
accurate to think of the church coming together to
worship. But what about when the time of being together
is over, or has not yet come?

I should praise God
Who cannot be moved by the thought that God does not
treat us as our sins deserve or repay us according to our
iniquities?3 He is a Father showing compassion and yet
He is King of everything! He is very great and clothed
with splendour and majesty.4 He is the creator and He
keeps creation under control, providing good things to
human beings and the animals. We are moved to worship
the God to whom we can say:

How many are your works, LORD!
In wisdom you made them all;
the earth is full of your creatures5.

And we learn that worship is a life-long response to such
a God:

I will sing to the LORD all my life;
I will sing praise to my God as long as I live.
May my meditation be pleasing to him,
as I rejoice in the LORD.6

I can’t praise and moan at the same time! Moaning is
feeling sorry for myself and imagining that
everything has gone wrong! The Christian
writer J John put it like this: ‘Give time to
praising God, as a response to all he has
done. This is one of the best antidotes to
this generation’s biggest problem, which is
our obsession with ourselves. When we
turn to God and put him at the centre of our

lives, we take the focus off ourselves and put it on to him.
Focus on him – worshipping and thanking him for all he
has done.’7

I should be thankful
It is a good idea to think of things that are a blessing in
our lives and to specifically thank God for them in a spirit
of worship. And whatever you do, whether in word or
deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving
thanks to God the Father through him.8 That includes my
times of worship and prayer. Think about God. He is
good! He has created a marvellous world. He has
redeemed me and saved me! Think about the Lord Jesus
on that awful cross. God delivers me from danger and
cares for me. He is so patient with me! It is good to
remind ourselves in God’s presence that Every good and
perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father
of the heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting
shadows.9

I can’t worship without cost
Let’s not pretend that following the Lord and bringing
worship and praise through holy, obedient lives will be an
easy thing! The Lord Jesus spoke about the broad road
that leads to destruction10 – the way everyone else seems
to be going. If you and I want an easy life we should just
follow the crowd. Instead we are called to unconditional
following – that includes giving up things that we would
naturally enjoy!11 Think about Abraham. The first time
worship is mentioned in the Bible is when Abraham was
instructed by God to “…take your son, your only son,
whom you love – Isaac – and go to the region of Moriah.
Sacrifice him there as a burnt offering on a mountain I

Worship

Individual worship and sacrifice
David Webster, Liverpool, England

“… I will not sacrifice to the
LORD my God burnt
offerings that cost me
nothing.” So David bought
the threshing floor …
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will show you.”12 Abraham’s reply to his servants
was: “Stay here with the donkey while I and the
boy go over there. We will worship and then we
will come back to you.”13 Worship, for Abraham,
was being prepared to give up his dearest
possession while still acknowledging God’s right to
ask for it and while still believing in the promises
God had made concerning Isaac.

King David, under very different circumstances,
understood the cost involved in worship and sacrifice to
his God. David was instructed to build an altar to the Lord
on Araunah’s threshing floor. Araunah was prepared to let
David have it as a gift:

But the king replied to Araunah, “No, I insist on paying
you for it. I will not sacrifice to the LORD my God burnt
offerings that cost me nothing.” So David bought the
threshing floor and the oxen and paid fifty shekels of
silver for them.14

Any life choices that are offered as a sacrifice of worship
to our God will have to cost us something. It may cost
you a friendship. It may cost you a promotion. It may be
doing without something so that you can contribute
money to the work of the Lord. It may be just turning the
TV off! It will certainly cost you time and effort. We need
to set aside time to think about what God has done for us
and worship Him for all He is and does for us.

I must worship
We should stop thinking of worship as a chore to be done!
Instead, we should regard it as the normal response to our
God who is absolutely worthy of praise. We can then see
how it fits in to our everyday spiritual lives. CS Lewis
suggests that it helps to ask what we mean when we say
that a picture or work of art is ‘admirable’ or to be
praised. It is not because it will lose out if we don’t praise
it but, he argues, that  ‘… admiration is the correct,
adequate, appropriate, response to it, that if paid,
admiration will not be “thrown away”, and that if we do
not admire we shall be stupid, insensible, and great losers,
we shall have missed something.’15 That’s exactly the
point. If I don’t worship God I lose out! God’s glory is
not in the least diminished. I must worship the God who
is there, who is in control and who loves me so much. As
true worshippers we find delight in our God and His
Word, we gaze on the beauty of the LORD16 and we
appreciate something of the glory of our God.17

I should worship every day
Worship is not to be confined to those times in our lives
that are especially devoted to God: our gathering together
as a church, our morning devotionals or our preparations
for collective worship. Rather it is all-encompassing.
Having spent most of his letter to the Romans explaining
the theology of salvation and the Gospel, Paul writes:

Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to
offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to
God – this is your spiritual act of worship.18

I am to offer myself to God as an act of worship and
service. That means my day, my time and energy, my
relationships, my thoughts, my attitudes, what I do and
where I go – all are to be given to God. As I ‘worship’
they can be offered, sacrificially, to the God who has done
so much for me in sending the Lord Jesus Christ to be my
Saviour and Redeemer. Not just my ‘Quiet Time’ but also
my ‘Me Time’! But it’s so good to get to this point. Just
as the picturesque view is worth the long, hard walk and
seeing the happy faces of the youth club children is worth
the rush from work, so the glimpse of God I get from my
worship (the continual offering of myself to God) and
daily activities is worth whatever has been given up or
re-arranged to get there. Are we prepared to make time to
worship God as individual Christians? That’s the very real
challenge of living worshipful Christian lives in today’s
society.

References:

(1) Stephen McCabe, NT 2016  ‘What is Worship?’
(2) See, for example, 1 Cor. 11:18  (3) Ps. 103:10  (4) Ps.
104:1  (5) Ps. 104:24  (6) Ps. 104:33-34  (7) J John, Ten,
Kingsway Publications  (8) Col. 3:17  (9) Jas. 1:17
(10) Mat. 7:13  (11) See Mat. 16:24  (12) Gen. 22:2
(13) Gen. 22:5  (14) 2 Sam. 24:24  (15) C S Lewis,
Reflections on the Psalms, Chapter 9, Collins (16) Ps.
27:4  (17) See Ps. 8:1; 19:1  (18) Rom. 12:1 (NIV 1984
edition)

Bible quotations from the NIV

Therefore, I urge you, brothers,
in view of God's mercy, to offer
your bodies as living sacrifices,
holy and pleasing to God – this
is your spiritual act of worship.
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The central theme of Joel’s prophecy, though, is hard to
miss; there are five references in this short book to the
day of the Lord.1 Given the problems with supplying the
historical context to his message, it is difficult to
comment definitively on whether Joel bore witness to
events which had already befallen the land of Judah in his
day or spoke only of things in his (and the nation’s)
future; it is, perhaps, no less difficult to determine
whether to interpret his language literally or allegorically.

It seems, though, that we can discern that in speaking of
the day of the Lord, Joel’s words were intended to have
both a partial near and ultimate far fulfilment. In other
words, Joel appears to have regarded the day of the Lord
as an event occurring in instalments, with interludes
between the instalments. The devastating combination of
locust plague and drought, whether we regard it as having
occurred or still future at the time of Joel’s prophecy, was
intended to be a warning sign to Judah of a fast-
approaching day of judgment. The day of the Lord was
‘near’ for Judah in Joel’s day.2 We can only speculate as
to the historical fulfilment of the judgment which Joel
foretold – the Assyrian invasion or the Babylonian exile
of Judah, perhaps.

Yet, Joel also seems to have anticipated the future,
climactic fulfilment of the day of the Lord. His change of
focus is evident from verse 28 of chapter 2 onwards; from
there he turns to deal with events which would take place

in those days and at that time.3 He forecasts the
repentance of the nation and their return to God who,
abounding in lovingkindness, receives and restores them.
And it is after this,4 – that is, after the repentance and
restoration of Judah –  that Joel foresees this
consummation of the day of the Lord unfolding.

The timing of the eschatological day of the Lord

We believe that the day of the Lord, which Joel viewed
from afar, still remains in the future; it is clearly much
nearer to us than it was to the prophet, though. Helpfully,
Joel gives us some important indicators regarding the
timing of this future instalment. He tells us that:

● there will be tremendous celestial disturbances before
the day of the Lord, namely that the sun will be
turned to darkness and the moon to blood and that the
stars will lose their brightness;5 and

● multitudes of people will be gathered to the valley of
decision before the day of the Lord.6

This information is supplemented by other Old and New
Testament references to the day of the Lord, which tell us
that:

● God will send ‘Elijah the prophet’ before the day of
the Lord;7

Lessons from the minor prophets

Joel
The prophet of the day of the Lord
Stephen Hickling, Birmingham, England

Very little is known about Joel or the circumstances surrounding his prophecy.

There will be tremendous celestial
disturbances before the day
of the Lord, namely that
the sun will be turned
to darkness and the
moon to blood
and that the
stars will
lose their
brightness.

6
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● the apostasy, which is thought to mean the great
rebellion of earth’s inhabitants against their Creator,
must come before the day of the Lord;8 and

● the man of lawlessness, the son of destruction
(elsewhere described as the antichrist9 and as the
beast10) will be revealed and will take his seat in the
temple of God in Jerusalem before the day of the
Lord.11

There is clear synergy between what Joel said about the
celestial disturbances, which would precede the day of the
Lord, and the Lord’s own words about the same in His
discourse on the Mount of Olives. Indeed, it is quite
possible that the Lord was mindful of Joel’s words and
exposited them in His own teaching, when He said:

“But immediately after the tribulation of those days
THE SUN WILL BE DARKENED, AND THE
MOON WILL NOT GIVE ITS LIGHT, AND THE
STARS WILL FALL from the sky, and the powers
of the heavens will be shaken. And then the sign of
the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and then all
the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see
the SON OF MAN COMING ON THE CLOUDS
OF THE SKY with power and great glory.”12

The Lord taught that these celestial events will occur at
the end of Daniel’s 70th week, immediately after the great
tribulation13 and just before the return of the Son of Man.
Taking the Lord’s teaching together with Joel’s, we can
then establish that this future instalment14 of the day of
the Lord comes at the end of the tribulation period and
that it commences with the coming of the King of Kings
and Lord of Lords to judge the nations of the world.15

The nature of the day of the Lord
Joel leaves us in no doubt about the nature of the day of
the Lord; it will come as destruction from the Almighty.16

It is a day without equal in its darkness and gloom. It is a
great and terrible day, in which human strength will be
shattered. Throughout Scripture, the day of the Lord is
primarily linked with the theme of God’s judgment of the
nations at the time of the Lord’s return to the earth. Joel
records that it will be a day of judgment for all the
nations, though he mentions certain nations, which are
seen to be especially deserving of wrath (Tyre, Sidon,
Philistia, Egypt and Edom) on account of their hatred for
and violence towards Israel.

What significance for us?
Since we have seen that the day of the Lord commences
with Christ’s second coming to the earth we might,
perhaps, wonder what relevance Joel’s message has to the
Christian who, we believe, will have been raptured before
then. The apostle Paul taught quite clearly that the day of
the Lord will not be a day of loss for the Christian.17

Praise God that, by His grace, we are sons of light and
sons of day!

Nonetheless, Paul (just like Joel and other Old Testament
prophets) considered it necessary to instruct God’s people

concerning the day of the Lord. Why? We can discern at
least three reasons, which underpin both Joel and Paul’s
ministry:

● The day of the Lord teaches us about the character of
our God and, in so doing, is an encouragement to us.18

It reminds us that there is a righteous Judge and that,
in His time, He will bring the nations to account,
vindicating His people such that they will never again
be put to shame.19 As those who have called on the
name of the Lord, we are not destined for God’s
wrath, which will be poured out on opposing nations
on the day of the Lord; rather God has chosen us to
obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ.20 It is
important that we grasp this in order that,
notwithstanding the increase of lawlessness that we
see all around, our love does not grow cold and our
composure may not be easily shaken.21

● The day of the Lord is instructive to us in our conduct
as disciples of the Lord Jesus. Joel’s message was for
all the inhabitants of the land: from the priest to the
farmer, even to the drunkard. And the message was
simple: wake up;22 sorrow for sin;23 and repent.24

Paul, too, tell us that an understanding of the day of
the Lord compels alertness and sobriety.25 Our
election to salvation should not operate as a licence
for sin; rather we should walk worthily of those who
are of the day since, by His grace, we know that we
are to live together with Him.

● The day of the Lord informs our witness. We
understand that the day of the Lord will take this
world by surprise; at a time when the nations are
declaring peace, they will be overtaken by
inescapable destruction. The day will come upon
them like a thief in the night; a day of great loss.26

Doesn’t our understanding gives us a sense of
urgency in our witness? Joel knew that his message
must reach all the inhabitants of the land. We will
also want to tell our ‘sons’ about it; and our
neighbours and colleagues too. Won’t we, like Joel,
raise the alarm27 for the day of the Lord is coming;
surely it is near!

References: (Bible references from Joel & from NASB
unless stated otherwise)

(1) 1:15; 2:1,1131; 3:14  (2) 1:15; 2:1  (3) 3:1 b (4) 2:28
(5) 2:31; see also 3:15  (6) 3:14  (7) Mal. 4:5  (8) 2 Thes.
2:3  (9) 1 John 2:18  (10) Rev. 13  (11) 2 Thes. 2:3-4
(12) Mat. 24:29-30  (13) Mat. 24:21 & 29  (14) Note that
this does not appear to be the ‘final’ instalment of the day
of the Lord. 2 Pet. 3:10 supplies new information which
cannot be ascertained from the Old Testament prophecies
concerning the day of the Lord. He points to a final
instalment of the day of the Lord at the close of the
millennium and prior to our entering the eternal age, the
day of God.  (15) Rev. 19:15-16  (16) 1:15  (17) 1 Thes.
5:4  (18) 1 Thes. 5:11  (19) 2:26-27  (20) 1 Thes. 5:9
(21) 2 Thes. 2:2  (22) 1:5  (23) 1:13  (24) 2:12  (25) 1
Thes. 5:6  (26) 1 Thes. 5:2-3  (27) 2:1
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Many of us have been shocked by indiscriminate acts of
violence that have killed or maimed thousands of innocent
people. You may be able to tie one of them to some time
in your own life. I was sitting in the Conference of
Overseers of the Churches of God on September 11th

2001 when it was announced that two hijacked airliners
had flown into the Twin Towers of the World Trade
Center in New York. We immediately suspended the
session and took to prayer for all those affected. It was
particularly shocking because most of us there were from
the UK and Canada, and we had imagined that we were
safe in our own countries. Subsequent events showed how
smug we were – the bombs on the London underground
and on a bus. We are warned that there is still a high risk
of terrorist attack in the UK, although the vigilance of the
intelligence service helps to reduce it.

It seems that there is now hardly anywhere that is truly
safe. We tend to think that if we keep away from
recognised conflict areas we should be safe, but this has
not proved to be so. On 13th November 2015 suicide
bombers and gunmen killed 300 people going about their
ordinary lives in Paris, while in Brussels there were
explosions at the airport and an underground station on
22nd March 2016. Belgium is a small state with free
movement across its borders because it is in the European
Union, and thus it can act as a node for terrorist activity.
There are many other places where there is active
terrorism, of course, such as the border between Pakistan
and India and the Middle East. Google the word
‘terrorism’, and you will find many examples.

Why do they do it? Terrorism can be defined as the use of
indiscriminate violence to achieve political ends; the
intention is to make people afraid, to instil terror, so that
governments feel that they have to react in some way,
perhaps by increasing police presence, restricting liberty
or changing policy. The resulting publicity is just what
the terrorists want; they want to have an influence far
greater than their numbers would justify. The definition
above corresponds to one given by the British
government in 1974, but various international bodies have
found it impossible to agree on a common definition.
Readers may find it surprising that our definition does not
include a religious motivation, since most of the violence
against the public in Western countries is carried out by
Muslims and is sponsored by the so-called Islamic State.
This has the stated aim of extending Muslim rule and
Sharia law to form a universal Caliphate – a political
objective. It is not possible to force anyone to believe
anything, but a government of this sort (which already
exists in some countries) could make things very difficult
for those who did not accept its beliefs. In addition, the
two main groups of Muslims, the Sunni and the Shia do
not agree on whom their leader should be.

Can their attitude be justified? In short, no. It is morally
abhorrent to murder and maim innocent people to
publicise a cause, even if that cause is good. If an action
of this sort can be justified by reference to the Koran, this
is a condemnation of the Koran. Indeed, if words of the
prophet Mohammed justify killing ‘infidels’, this is a
condemnation of the prophet. This magazine, of course, is
a Christian one, and hence believes that Mohammed was
a false prophet, but nonetheless we would not wish any
action to be taken against his followers, but rather we
would want to tell them of the love of Christ.

What should we do when faced with terrorism? First of
all, we should not be afraid – the repeated command of
Scripture. Fear paralyses, and even stimulates hatred (a
path the Christian should not follow). It is the very
opposite of trust, which accepts that the protective hand of
God is over Christian believers, even when disaster
overtakes us. Were there no Christians in the Twin
Towers when they were caught up in that evil act? There
almost certainly were. We have to learn to accept the
providence of God, even when we face disaster. Have you
had to face the loss of a child, or a serious accident? We
all might have to face the personal consequences of
terrorism; this would give us the opportunity of
demonstrating our faith far more effectively than only
speaking about it. Scripture sums up the ground and
certainty of God’s promises: If God is for us, who can be
against us? He who did not spare his own Son but gave
him up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously
give us all things? 1

Reference: (1) Rom. 8:31-32 ESV

Terrorism
Peter Hickling, Cromer, England

People holding up their hands against terrorism following the
events of 11-M in Spain in 2004
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“It’s Friday, it’s five to five … It’s Crackerjack!”  During
the once popular British children’s TV programme, three
contestants were asked questions and, for correct answers,
were rewarded with objects to hold. If you did well
without dropping them, you might win – of all things – a
Crackerjack! pencil.

Historically, Christians labelled certain activities and
pursuits as ‘worldly’, only to change their minds on many
of those activities and pursuits later. Young disciples were
taught about worldly activities to be avoided. Owning a
TV, listening to ‘Popular’ music, attending a cinema or
listening to a radio were at times viewed by overseers in
churches of God as engaging in worldliness. Doubtless
those overseers had the best of intentions at heart which
we respect. But creating labels for things often results in
over-simplification and usually doesn’t prove to be the
help it was meant to be. For instance, rather than still
being wary of radio and TV, the churches of God today
have a media committee who help coordinate and prepare
radio broadcasts and other information to people
worldwide.

And do not be conformed to this world, but be
transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may
prove  what is that good and acceptable and perfect will
of God.1

Romans 12:2 and other scriptures are helpful in
understanding what worldliness is and the danger of it.
Rather than a list of approved or unapproved actions,
worldliness is the attitude of being consumed with
conforming to the world and its ways over God and His
ways. It’s essentially idolatry, seeking approval of people
rather than God. The Bible word translated ‘worldly’, can
either mean that something is corrupt or mundane and of
little value – a bit like the worthless Crackerjack! pencil
the contestants were so focused on winning. Why allow
ourselves to be consumed with worthless pursuits over

those with eternal value?2 As Christians we are to be
transformed in our minds from those who blend in with
the world to disciples of the Lord Jesus who stand out,3
with their mind focused on the perfect will of God. If our
mind is focused on God’s will, then our actions will be
God-honouring. Of course, we live among our fellow man
and seek to reach out with the Word of God.4 While we
will be influenced somewhat by what goes on around us,
we must be careful not to allow those things to become
the driving force in our lives.5

Our lives are filled with activities and pursuits resulting in
our minds becoming focused on them. So how do we help
ourselves and our fellow Christians to focus on the Lord?
Recently one young person asked me how to read their
Bible effectively. Another asked for help in developing an
effective prayer life. Have we become over-reliant on
setting, and living by, rules about what not to do at the
expense of effectively encouraging the development of
fundamental Christian disciplines that help combat an
attitude of worldliness?6

As disciples facing worldliness, we should fix our focus
on the Lord!7 Discussing worldliness at the 1969
conference of overseers, one brother stated, “There is only
one way to combat worldliness and that is the
presentation of Christ. We must show everybody that
Christ is in our hearts. [Worldliness] cannot be answered
by what you read or write to [people]. It must be by how
we live. This is the only antidote to worldliness.” Another
added, “A little word of encouragement will do more [for
people] than perhaps a multitude of doctrines.”8

Turn your eyes upon Jesus,
Look full in His wonderful face;
And the things of earth will grow strangely dim
In the light of His glory and grace.9
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Attitudes to …

Worldliness
Trevor Shaw, Brantford, Canada

What is worldliness and why is it a problem for
a Christian?

Worldliness is the attitude of being
consumed with conforming to the
world and its ways over God and
His ways.
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Does God hold the threat of eternal punishment
over born-again believers? Could they lose
salvation? These are questions that have long
concerned Bible readers and there are many, many
Christians today who live in fear of losing their
salvation; perhaps an alcoholic drink or saying a
swear word would result in God punishing them
for ever. Some think God would only do this if the
sin was of a very serious type, but He still could.
To live in such fear is a desperate plight, and a
real one! The Bible leaves no doubt that people
who refuse God’s offer of salvation through His
Son’s sacrifice for them do indeed face eternal
punishment.1 But that is for unbelievers. Must
Christians live in the same fear?

Several Bible verses might be understood to say
eternal life can be lost. We will examine the most
difficult ones in a moment. First let us give great
emphasis to the Bible truth that salvation is secure, and
cannot be lost. It is something we can be fully confident
about, here and now.2 Here are three very good reasons to
have such confidence:

1. If our behaviour as Christian believers determines
whether we shall remain saved or be lost, that would
mean Christ’s death would be somehow insufficient to
pay for all our sins. Our salvation, cleansing and
eternal security would therefore then instead be
dependent on our own supplementary efforts, which is
the opposite of New Testament teaching.3

2. The Lord Jesus Christ said that His sheep (the ones
He died for) have eternal life and they will never
perish.4  Life that is terminated is not ‘eternal’ life.
‘Never’ perish can only mean they are always secure.

3. Paul explained that every believer is baptized into
the church which is called the body of Christ.5
Ephesians 5:23-27 shows clearly that Christ is able to
cleanse and preserve the Body, so those forming that
Body are secure.  Who could possibly un-baptize a
member of the Body and extract them from their life in
Christ?

One of the reasons given by those who think salvation can
be lost is that Christians would disregard holy living if
there were no consequences for sinning. This is a real
risk, but it is very poor reasoning. First of all, there are
indeed consequences if a believer sins, even though they
will not be exposed to eternal punishment. Consider, for
instance, Ananias and Sapphira, who selfishly lied to God
the Holy Spirit.6 Again, the Church of God in Corinth
turned Christ’s command to remember Him into a party
scene.7 The result was that God sovereignly intervened to

cause sickness and death among them. Also, Christians
who committed immorality were cut off from their
fellow-Christians; the proper objective of Christianity is
the perfection of holiness,8 not permissiveness.

John makes it very clear that all Christians will indeed
sin,9 no matter how we try to avoid it – and try we should!
The question before us is not whether we will sin, but do
the consequences include loss of eternal life? It would be
poor reasoning to ignore the three points listed above, but
it is very good reasoning to still avoid sin at all costs.
There are three important factors in this respect:

a. If as a believer I sin, I may well be exposed to
suffering, justifiably, as above

b. More than that, I may cause harm or offence to
others, so the consequences spread further

c. By far the biggest consequence is the offence to God
caused by my action.

Each of these points bears further examination.

God may intervene in our earthly lives and even correctly
and inscrutably conclude that there is only, on balance,
loss to ourselves if He lets us live out a longer permissive
life here; so He may take our physical life away.  He gave
it; He has the right to take it away, as Job once noted.  But
God evidently desires our lives here to have a positive
result that He can reward.10 However, by our actions we
can lose the opportunity of eternal reward. Paul, having
noted that worthless activities will vanish in the flames of
God’s assessment, writes …but he himself will be saved
…  Perhaps such an outcome is captured in John’s
warning about being ashamed before the Lord at His
coming.11

Deviations from the Christian faith

Can believers lose their eternal salvation?
Geoff Hydon, Mount Forest, Canada
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Christ, who promised eternal security, certainly did not
promote permissiveness. He gave clear teaching on what
must happen if I sin against my fellow Christian.12 And
what if a Christian sins and non-Christians notice? Will
they not develop a low opinion of Christianity and of
Christ because of this? Partly for that reason, a church of
God may have no option but to cut off a disciple,
especially where the sinner has refused to mend his/her
ways and truly repent. This is an awful consequence. But
what is the divine objective when sin has occurred?
Forgiveness and cleansing; and that is what most of
Matthew 18 is about. In reality, only God can secure
cleansing from sin; our attempts to stay saved by being
blameless would likely fail. So when a sin occurs, God
provides a process designed to result in forgiveness in
response to repentance, a divine initiative worked out on
earth. How sad if God has forgiven the repentant one, but
Christian disciples refuse to do so, unable to see a
distinction between condoning sin and God cleansing the
sinner.

But when we sin, we devalue God’s salvation. How dare
we offend God our Saviour so! Perhaps this is leads into
the difficult passages on our subject, which necessitate
viewing things from God’s perspective.

Hebrews 6:6 is often quoted as evidence that Christians
can become lost again. But that is not what it says.
Verses 7 and 8 can be understood with less difficulty in
the context of 1 Corinthians 3:15. God is looking for
spiritual prosperity in saved lives; ground that He can
bless. But if our waywardness removes that possibility,
then the field of opportunity will be cleansed by fire; no
works for God are left for Him to reward. How sad! In
this context, we can better see God’s view of this sinning
person: one who regards the shame of the Cross as of no
consequence. Though their fellow-Christians may follow
the directions of Matthew 18, there is no repentant
response. Repentance needs to be God-given.13 While
God is committed to eternally save all true believers, He
is not committed to grant repentance to those who go on
sinning with a high hand (see Numbers 15:30-31).
Perhaps we should note that the extreme case presented in
Hebrews 6 describes Jewish Christians turning back to
Judaism, taking their side with those who crucified the
King.

Another potentially difficult passage is 1 John 5:16-17.
Some link this to the unforgivable sin of Matthew 12:32.
The answer, in context, is that because the Spirit of God is
responsible for new birth, then if Christ’s unbelieving
hearers were blaspheming by attributing the Spirit’s
power in His miracles to the Devil it is never possible to
simultaneously receive the miracle of forgiveness through
Christ.  No one can truly accept Jesus as Lord except by
the Spirit. Believers may offend the Spirit (and be
forgiven) but to become a believer they they must first
submit to the Spirit’s conviction of who Christ is.  But
what then is in view in John's statement about a "sin unto
death"?  How can that be explained?  The text does not

address the possibility of forgiveness, but simply focuses
on God giving spiritual life to a "brother" who already has
eternal life.

Believers who have been well-taught about their salvation
will know that it can be viewed in three ways: salvation
from the penalty of sin (which brings eternal life);
salvation from the power of sin (which enables a Spirit-
filled life); and salvation from the presence of sin (which
occurs when the Lord returns to give immortal bodies to
the saints, forevermore free from surrounding sin). Of
these three, does not salvation from the power of sin fit
quite understandably in 1 John 5:16? Understanding and
applying 1 John 5:16-17 requires spiritual perception, to
see things from a divine perspective and order our
requests in line with God's will.15 If we apply ourselves to
achieving that practical objective, we will focus on the
need for a spiritual life of service, not an unforgivable sin.

Other scriptures could be considered in a similar way. In
each case we should ask if a statement about eternal
punishment of believers is being made, or if the scripture
is implicitly speaking about loss of an opportunity to
serve God through succumbing to the power of sin.16 The
context certainly needs to be considered; some scriptures
apply to people who do not get saved before Jesus returns
and miss out on the current gospel message of God’s
grace;17 in some places the explanation lies not in the
promise of eternal security, but the basis for failing to
receive it.18 And we should always be careful to
acknowledge that not everyone who says they are saved
actually is saved.  If a false profession of salvation is
made, the person remains as unsaved as ever; their refusal
to obey the gospel19 means they do not have eternal life,
so they remain exposed to eternal punishment.

For a fuller treatment of this subject, please read: ‘Once
Saved, Always Saved’ by Brian Johnston (available from
Hayes Press and as an e-book from Amazon)
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Throughout the history of God’s relationship with
His collective people is the evidence that He desires
to dwell in the midst of them. Moses emphasized the
privilege that had been given to the Israelites when he
asked them rhetorically: “What great nation is there
that has a god so near to it as the LORD our God is
to us?”1

Remarkably, God, who created this indescribably
vast universe out of nothing, has chosen to create His
earthly dwelling place out of the contributions which
His people bring. Israel’s response varied, and there
are lessons to learn from their ups and downs.

When the people gave
Exodus 35 and 1 Chronicles 29 contain uplifting
narratives in which the nation of Israel give freely
and generously for the building of the tabernacle
and temple respectively. We consider both
narratives hand in hand.

The giving here was not compelled upon the people.
They were freewill offerings. Concerning the
building of the tabernacle in the wilderness, God
commanded Moses from Mount Sinai to speak to
Israel, “… that they take for me a contribution.
From every man whose heart moves him you shall
receive the contribution for me”.2 Moses passed on the
appeal: “Whoever is of a generous heart, let him bring the
Lord’s contribution.”3 Years later, King David made a
similar appeal in respect of the temple building work:
“Who then will offer willingly, consecrating himself today
to the Lord?”4

The people responded beautifully in those days. Exodus
35 states: “And they came, everyone whose heart stirred
him, and everyone whose spirit moved him, and brought
the Lord’s contribution to be used for the tent of
meeting”.5 Similarly in David’s day the people rose to
their leader’s appeal; for with a whole heart they had
offered freely to the Lord.6

What motivated the people to give so generously? It was
their appreciation of God and therefore of God’s house.
King David, the man after God’s “own heart”7 gave
lavishly from his own possessions to the building work of
the temple, and he did it because of his “devotion to the
house of my God”.8 It was his ‘one thing’.9

What am I truly devoted to? This question is searching
and important, because it will dictate what I give to. Do I
give reluctantly, or under some sort of obligation? Or do I
relish the enormous privilege to give to something that
God Himself takes so much pleasure in? David

remembered that everything he gave was in fact God’s to
begin with.10 So it is with us today.

In Exodus 35:5-9 we have an inventory of materials God
had selected which were the everyday items one would
expect to see in the Israelite community, of varying
degrees of value – for example, gold and silver from their
jewellery, animal skins, oil and acacia wood.

Everybody was able to bring something, regardless of
their financial circumstances, from this inventory. Items
that would have otherwise been used to enhance or
beautify the lives and households of the family would be
taken and made into something so much more glorious to
beautify God’s house and glorify Him.

No matter how insignificant we sometimes think our
offering or contribution is, remember that God will take
it, use it and transform its purpose into something for His
own glory and pleasure. God does not expect more than
we are able to give. We read in regard to the tabernacle
that the material they had was sufficient to do all the
work, and more.11 The people in the end had to be told to
stop, as there was so much surplus! Therefore, we need
not think that our offering to God’s house is insufficient
for the Lord’s purposes.

Giving

Giving to build God’s house
Andy Seddon, Swindon, England

They came, everyone whose heart
stirred him, and everyone whose spirit
moved him, and brought the Lord’s
contribution to be used for the tent of
meeting.
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Throughout the Scriptures joy is closely associated with
giving and it was so in the day of the temple offerings. 1
Chronicles 29:9 records how the people rejoiced because
they had given willingly, for with a whole heart they had
offered freely to the Lord. David the King also rejoiced
greatly. Nothing has changed – our own joy in God and in
his House will follow our own gifts of devotion.

When the people did not give
On a more sobering note, we come to the time of the
returning exiles from Babylon who had begun rebuilding
the temple in 538BC, but due to opposition they had
given up this work. Twenty two years later it required
strong words from the Lord through Haggai to motivate
them again; how had the mindset changed?

The people were procrastinating. They were saying “the
time has not yet come to rebuild the house of the Lord”.12

Do I sometimes delay what I might otherwise offer to
God because I am waiting for a change in my
circumstances or income? Let us not procrastinate, but
prayerfully offer what we can without delay.

The people were comfortable. They dwelt in their
panelled houses13 whilst God’s house lay in ruins. There
is nothing wrong with being comfortable, and living in
nice houses if that is what we happen to have in life.
However, comfort can turn into an idol which will
dampen our passion for the house of God. When this
happens there needs to be repentance and a revolution of
our priorities. Jesus Himself commands us to “seek first
the kingdom of God and his righteousness”.14

Ironically, despite their apparent comfort, the people
seemed to be ultimately dissatisfied and frustrated. Whilst
the people focused on themselves, God remained
passionate about His neglected house, so He withheld the
blessings of the land, so that the people were forced to
reconsider their position. “You have sown much, and
harvested little. You eat, but you never have enough; you
drink, but you never have your fill. You clothe yourselves,
but no one is warm”.15 Striving for worldly happiness and
contentment without prioritising God’s things will always
be a futile ambition.

The returned exiles also seemed weak and discouraged.
There were some among them who were old enough to
remember the previous temple, which was more splendid
to look at than the one they were rebuilding. God asks
them, “How do you see it now? Is it not as nothing in
your eyes?”16 Does God’s house seem small and
numerically weak from where you are looking at it? Let
us not be discouraged because the Lord takes great
pleasure in His house, and He has promised to be with us
when we get to work.

God’s spiritual house
Today, God continues to take pleasure in His house, and
calls for generous givers to contribute to its building and
maintenance. Of course, we are no longer talking about a
material building. The apostle Peter shows us that the
house today consists of people: You yourselves like living

stones are being built up as a spiritual house.17 So then,
what do we bring? We bring ourselves! Our bodies, our
gifts, our time, our resources – financial and otherwise.
Paul’s appeal to the Romans is fitting here: By the mercies
of God ... present your bodies as a living sacrifice.18

Building God’s house today centres around the growth of
the people who make up the living stones. Outreach
initiatives seek to find new stones to add to the building,
and in-reach seeks to strengthen the existing structure
through teaching, encouraging, supporting and
shepherding. All of these activities require the generous
giving of God’s people to support them. The need is
great, but the Exodus narratives suggest to us that all of
the resources required are within the community, waiting
to be generously supplied.

David wrote: O Lord, I love the habitation of your house
and the place where your glory dwells.19 Do I have this
love? Do I share the pleasure that God takes in His house?
Does the beauty of His dwelling place today captivate
me? May God stir my heart and move my spirit to give
everything I can for His glory! Haggai’s challenging
words contained a promise to those who responded to the
call to get building: “From this day on I will bless you”.20
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The safe arrival of a healthy and much anticipated baby
son – a companion to his two year old sister, marked one
of the happiest days of our lives. Indeed, our loving
heavenly Father was again demonstrating His love for us
with grace upon grace. However, after not many months,
it became evident that despite all being well with us as a
family, my wife was struggling with a mind-set that
negatively impacted her demeanour in a way that seemed
to defy any logical explanation. We now know that what
she was experiencing was the onset of post-natal
depression that over the years was to evolve into a
debilitating and ultimately chronic mental illness. I thank
God that, in her case, an appropriate clinical diagnosis
was made and treatment prescribed which very
effectively manages the condition, allowing her to live a
normal and fulfilled life.

In God’s sovereignty, our encounters with mental illness
were not to be limited to my wife’s depression. In His
infinite wisdom and perfect purposes, God has seen fit to
allow our family to be exposed to several other serious
mental health issues including psychosis, anorexia, self-
harm and anxiety. The treatment of each of these is very
much still a work in progress, and we look to our
sovereign Lord, in a spirit of thankfulness and
confidence, for His continued grace in bringing us
through these difficulties as our futures unfold.

As one whose qualification is limited only to personal
experience, I am unable to make any professional
statement about this complex subject, however, in the
spirit of 2 Corinthians 1:2, perhaps by sharing our very
real experience of the God of all comfort through mental
illnesses, we can become a comfort to others.

As I reflect on our own situation, I see a number of
pivotal stages in our experience so far, both for the
sufferer and also those loved ones who are looking on:

Recognition: coming to terms with the reality that all is
not well. Symptoms can develop at such a slow pace,
they go unnoticed or ignored. This can lead to an
insensitivity to the fact that something is not right, or
even a more emphatic denial. Given the stigma that still
lingers with mental health issues, the latter often prevails
which can certainly exacerbate the situation. Not wishing
to be alarmist, but if there are reasons for concern, act!

Acceptance: admitting that the illness is just that: a
clinical illness that has a cause (often physiological) and
a treatment (often counselling and/or medication) that
can lead to a relief of symptoms or even a complete cure.
Acceptance can both be at a personal level, “Yes this
affliction has happened to us”; but also at a public level,
being prepared to accept that there are others who need to
know – extended family, close friends, employers, as
well as those who love and care for us.

Blame: it is in our nature to search for reasons why
illnesses strike; a phenomenon that existed in the Lord’s
time too,1 and on the surface, not an unreasonable stance
to take. Perhaps more than physical illnesses, mental
illnesses draw this kind of questioning, but often answers
elude us. It can be liberating to let go of this thought
process and get on with the positive business of treatment
and living life with the illness.

Reset: mental illness is not a respecter of time and
circumstances. Aspirations and plans to fulfil them, can
be in full swing and then the illness strikes – seemingly
coming from nowhere. As a father looking on at the
impact serious mental illness is having on my children,
this has been one of the toughest things to come to terms
with. Hopes and aspirations we may have had for our
little ones, and the joy of seeing them making progress
towards them, suddenly go on hold – perhaps
indefinitely. We are left to reset our expectations,
limiting them to simply looking to the Lord to preserve
life and allow each to live the life He intended. Actually,
there is no better aspiration we can have for our children!

Prayer and dependence: as an onlooker, seeing the
despair of those that mean most to me, and knowing that
there is nothing I can do, prayer has literally been a last
resort. Perhaps ‘theory’ would suggest this should have
been my first port of call, but I know I’m not alone when
I admit that in the toughest of circumstances, prayer often
simply eludes us. That said, I can testify that there have
been times when I have known something of the
ceaseless prayer the apostle talks about2 – the power of
Spirit-led, burden-driven prayer that results in our total
yielding to His will and authority – in my case, a
profound lesson on dependence. I call as my heart grows
faint; lead me to the rock that is higher than I.3

Hope: the delightful antidote for the Christian living in a
world where trouble of one kind or another is
guaranteed.4 Our hope in God is an eternal reality. With
this assurance in mind, even in times of despair, I have
found myself rejoicing – claiming the aspiration Paul had
for the Romans: May the God of hope fill you with all joy
and peace as you trust in him, so that you may overflow
with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.5

We are very much on a journey and the destination,
although uncertain for us, is perfectly worked out in
God’s sovereign plan. We rest on the amazing promise of
Romans 8:28, And we know that in all things God works
for the good of those who love him, who have been called
according to his purpose.

References: (1) John 9:2  (2) 1 Thes. 5:17  (3) Ps. 61:2
(4) John 16:3  (5) Rom. 15:13    Bible quotations NIV

Living with …

Mental health issues
Steve Seddon, Manchester, England – with permission from Ange, Amy & Tom



15

I wonder if we could ask how
your involvement with
international students began?
It all began after a trip to visit
churches of God in Myanmar and
India in 1998, when we saw the
eagerness of the children to speak
English at Faith Welfare Trust
children’s homes. At that time,
hundreds of international students,
mainly from Asia and Mexico, were
coming to Victoria to learn English
at the burgeoning number of private
ESL (English as a Second Language)
schools and at the University.

Jeanette had been exposed to
missions and foreign lands from
early days: her Grade 1 teacher left
to go to Ethiopia; relatives worked
there; she learned about other
cultures during church and home
visits of UK ‘Lord’s Servants’ who
were working in Africa, India and
Myanmar; and Chinese Christians
briefly lived with the family. Allen
saw many internationals in
cosmopolitan London and
Manchester, and became close
friends with a Japanese student as
they studied together for a year.

After we retired to Victoria, we
noticed some churches were
attracting university-age students
with free evening ESL classes,
‘potluck’ dinners (where everyone
randomly contributes), and Bible
studies.

And so our work began! For most
Fridays over the last 17 years, it has
been our privilege and joy to have
potluck dinners and Bible studies
with students from around the world.
They come to our country to learn
English and experience Western
culture – but God is bringing them to
us to let them know how they can
have a relationship with Him! Most
are very open to our friendship, the
opportunity to meet new friends,
speak and hear English and learn

about our culture – which has such a
large Christian history and influence.
It’s wonderful to be able to share
freely with young people who are so
attentive, respectful and truly
appreciative of the help and care we
can give them in their time abroad.

If anyone wanted to start this
kind of outreach, is there any
special training required?
You don’t have to have special
training or even follow a prescribed
curriculum – although there are good
ones available online. You just need
to have an open heart, a desire to
connect – using simple words and
slow clear speech (my challenge!),
and patience to help them understand
– all in the comfort of your own
home or church building. We have
not gone to any of the schools to
reach students, because this is more
complicated with today’s regulations
and reactions to Christianity.
Currently ours have all come from
informal encounters, personal small
business card invitations, word of
mouth, and they then bring friends.
After friendly greetings and chat
about the event, they will usually
give you their email addresses so
you can give them details about the
event. We send a friendly email
notice out to the group each week
advising the date, time and subject
for the evening.

Would you talk us through the
format of one of your student
evenings?
We ask the students to come at 6:30
p.m. and hopefully start the buffet
meal at 7 p.m. We never know how
many will turn up or what they will
bring – there could be 4 to 6, but
usually around 12 to 20, and
sometimes larger groups on special
occasions. Students usually know a
potluck means to bring a food item,
but we, and usually one or two

volunteer helpers, make sure we
have several main course dishes
prepared. And the Lord always
makes sure there is plenty!

Around 8.00 p.m. we start the Bible
study, which lasts for an hour or so.
We prefer to keep everyone together,
but some may prefer to break into
smaller groups for part of the time.
We usually make up our own lesson
subjects each week, focusing on
current events, family issues, etc. –
for everything in life has a lesson
from the Bible. It’s good to give
handouts so that the students have
something to read. They help with
pronunciation and supply vocabulary
we can explain during the lesson.
The students usually come
themselves, but we try to make sure
that they get a ride home.

What results have you seen from
this good work?
We have been blessed in learning
about their cultures. Many have
come to know the Saviour while
here, some have had their faith
restored, and others are serving the
Lord in their home countries. We
have also had joyous experiences of
visiting them in their homes – and
meeting others doing similar work
around the world.

It has been a most rewarding work to
have the privilege and responsibility
to share God’s love and truth with
people from around the world.
Several of the students have been
to various of our church meetings
over the years, and one
Chinese girl was baptized and added
to the church.

“Go into all the world …”
- by welcoming it to our doorstep!

An interview with Allen and Jeanette Stewart, Victoria, Canada
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I think my first taste of a ‘Krusada’ was in Dumalag, a
squatter district of Davao City where the ramshackle
houses are set on stilts and built out over the waters of
Davao Gulf to avoid land rent. Previously, I’d wended my
way to our rented mission house through dark labyrinthine
alleyways, which seemed to recall my visualization of
Dickensian London streets. Even at 9 pm in a crowded
room with a single bulb and fan, the air was hot, heavy and
humid. Such a relief when a gentle sea breeze entered
through the louvre windows, bringing the salt smell and
gentle rhythmic sounds of the Pacific Ocean some twenty
feet below. It was there I remember being captivated as a
brother picked up a battered guitar and sang so
meaningfully, “I’m just a sinner saved by grace.” We later
moved out to the local basketball court and I had my first
taste of a Gospel Rally filipino-style.

The typical procedure is we proceed to a central basketball
court – which every primitive barrio here is built around.
Electricity is generally available at this point. During the
day, a battered loudspeaker has boomed out recorded
trailers for the evening’s event. We commence as darkness
promptly falls at 6 pm, allowing the image on the screen to
become easily visible from the old £20 eBay projector and
second-user laptop. A brother is nominated to open in
prayer. A local official known as the ‘barangay captain’
may give a welcome address and soon Geralde commences
the now standard edited excerpt of the Youtube-
downloaded ‘Jesus’ film in the local Bisaya dialect. This
draws a crowd – I’ve seen as many as 200-plus of all ages.
Life in the village stops. Some distractions continue from
through-traffic on motor-bikes, but overall attention is
quite rapt. You can sense God at work. Geralde gives a
little commentary and introduces the singers and musicians
for the night. Some believers in the crowd join in. Then the
preacher takes up the advertised crusade text. As the
closing appeal is given, there is quietness, then movement.
Within a couple of minutes, it has been known for 40-60 to
gather in front of the stage. They look to be in earnest.
They are led in an antiphonal translated sinner’s prayer
with pauses which they each audibly fill in. A loud Amen,
and time for greetings! Another never-to-be-forgotten
night under the stars. We might be high on the hills, but
there is still no breath of wind. After a two-hour program
the preacher’s shirt is limp and damp, often with
something crawling around under it.

Afterwards the rally-team devour a meal – the chicken
which had been running around at the beginning of the
evening’s rally. Then the rain comes, something I dread
because I’m thinking of the descending muddy mountain
tracks we have to negotiate. Thirteen of us, with all the PA,
guitars, keyboards, laptop, projector and a dozen stacking
plastic chairs, clamber aboard two motorbikes and set off

in pitch darkness. One gradient has by now become a
mudslide. From my perch, I can see the bike in front lose
traction; then we too were over as our driver dropped the
bike. It was nothing worse than being cast onto a muddy
hillside at slow speed, providentially overruled away from
any overhang. Safely downhill, the local youth said it was
their worst ever journey!

The response is by no means always as big as that. Amid
brown-outs and monsoon rains we had the joy of leading
Marcela Puyos to Christ at the conclusion of our first
night’s ‘Crusade’ up in the mountain trails way above
Nabunturan where the aerial bugs were the size of small
helicopters (at least the remote controlled model ones)! I
don’t think I’ve seen bugs so big before. Whenever they
hit power lines and fell stunned out of the sky, the
youngest village children would pounce on them and lasso
them with string and amuse themselves by swinging them
around their heads. Marcela had appeared genuinely to
give her life to Christ. Were others hindered in the
circumstances? Was this ‘brown-out’ another of Satan's
schemes? Or just another everyday occurrence? Still - one
sinner from death to life is miracle enough to be content
with during an evening’s excursion.

Follow-up is done, church youth have been circulating
throughout the audience with ‘Census Evangelism Survey’
forms capturing details from interested persons, and some
of those who respond are led into the Churches of God –
like a young man who was saved at one of our Gospel
Crusades led by Geralde Magusara in June 2014 and who
had been followed up into Fellowship in November 2014
by David Woods. From where I was seated at the Breaking
of the Bread months later, I could see his Bible – which
we’d supplied – now beautifully annotated (he’s been
through the New Testament twice already), and his
contribution in thanksgiving displayed skilful thought
processes in working with Scripture. His character, and
that of his wife, is delightful, complementing his gift and
enhancing his potential usefulness. To think, some six
months ago he was in total ignorance of the Bible, for
being a Catholic priest’s assistant at that time, he was
strictly forbidden contact with God’s Word. He may or
may not be a plough-boy, but he surely knows far more
than his former priest now!

Mission

Krusada
Brian Johnston, Leigh, England


