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The world is a place of change, be it political, environmental, or in
whatever sphere. Does it cause you concern? In recent months, it seems
that the pace of change is difficult to keep track of, and make sense of,
causing uncertainty and anxiety to be stirred up in many. Anxiety can
sometimes manifest itself in ways that cause fear to spread, setting up
what can seem like a self-enforcing feedback loop of accelerating change
– a picture of instability.

This kind of thinking and behaviour is not what God has called us to.
While we can look on with interest at world events, we also live
securely in the knowledge that our loving and just God is eternal and
unchanging.1 As we live in relationship with Him, accepted through
His unique Son, God’s perfect love casts out fear2 in our lives – we
are at peace with our unchanging God, through Christ.3 Peace with
the Creator gives us confidence to pursue peace with all men. When
anxieties do arise, we are thankful that we can, in everything by
prayer and supplication with thanksgiving, let our requests be
made known to God – and claim His peace.4

The call of our God to faithfully serve Him is as steady and
unchanging as ever. The disciple life has been called ‘a long
obedience in the same direction’.5 I like that. It’s not a frantic
struggle staggering one way and then the next, but rather, a
journey mirroring the God whom we serve, marked by
steadfastness and endurance.6 This stands in contrast to our
rapidly changing world, and the crises, fads and instant
gratification that are generated and demanded by it. Of
course, to be steadfast in service, we need to build on
something unmoving – the pattern of sound words7 found
in the apostles’ teaching, given to them by the Lord Jesus
Himself. Without this anchor, we may find ourselves
blown about by every wind of doctrine8 or philosophy –
so, as ever, we are thankful for those contributors to this
issue of NT who have spent time in those sound words,
to bring us unchanging truth.
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An individual offering
When God called to Moses from the Tabernacle, it’s
remarkable to observe instructions1 directed to the
ordinary individual, anyone who wanted, or felt the need,
to bring a sacrifice. “Whatever man of the house of Israel,
or of the strangers in Israel, who offers … you shall
offer”2 The act of offering was voluntary on the part of
the worshipper, but the mode of doing it was in every
point defined by the law. They drew near to God, and
offered service, only on the basis of sacrifice.
Remarkably, as we say, at the introduction of the
offerings for the nation, God addresses the ordinary
Israelite, ‘if any man’ or ‘if any one of you’. We might
have expected God to first of all instruct Moses, or the
priests, or the heads of fathers’ houses, and for this then to
be passed down to the ordinary individual. But no, God
recognises the importance of the individual. He gives to
the individual a part in the whole. Nobody need feel
excluded, unrecognised or worthless. God knows you are
there, He knows you have something to give, and invites
you voluntarily to give it. ‘He shall offer it’.3

In the New Testament, we see a similar principle at work.
God addresses the individual; He knows you are there, He
knows you have something to give. The work is not for
the few, but for the many. It’s not only about overseers,
deacons, or Lord’s servants: it’s about ordinary saints and
the valuable service they offer for the well-being of the
church. How is it then, brethren? Whenever you come
together, each of you has a psalm, has a teaching, has a
tongue, has a revelation, has an interpretation. Let all
things be done for edification.4

And again: Having then gifts differing according to the
grace that is given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, let
us prophesy in proportion to our faith; or ministry, let us
use it in our ministering; he who teaches, in teaching; he
who exhorts, in exhortation; he who gives, with
liberality; he who leads, with diligence; he who
shows mercy, with cheerfulness.5 But the
manifestation of the Spirit is given to each one
for the profit of all.6

How poverty-stricken is a church of God when
only a few bring, offer and serve! This contrasts
sharply with how diverse and varied the church
is when each brings his or her offering! God
may well have enabled you to bring something
to the church that no one else can. As each
brings what God has enabled, the church then
becomes that place of edification, diversity,
entrepreneurship and joy.7

A voluntary and accepted offering
How important it is that these two go together, and that a
voluntary offering becomes an accepted offering (with an
accepted offerer). We gladly accept a voluntary and
willing-hearted gift as opposed to one given grudgingly or
out of necessity. In fact, we may feel the need to refuse
such a gift. The burnt offering is the acceptance offering:
‘that he may be accepted’8 and ‘it will be accepted’.9

There was an aspect of Christ’s sacrifice that was
voluntary. He said to His would-be captors:“Whom are
you seeking?” ... “I am He” ... “… let these go their
way”.10 And then to Peter: “Shall I not drink the cup
which My Father has given Me?”11 On the basis of His
voluntary giving, God accepts the offering of His Son and
us: yes, we are accepted in the Beloved!12

God loves a cheerful giver.13 The offerer of Leviticus
chapter 1 was not forced, nor compelled; neither was he
reluctant. It was written prophetically of Christ:

“The Lord GOD has opened My ear;
And I was not rebellious,
Nor did I turn away.”14

Our service for God should not be forced, compelled, or
out of reluctance. Do we do it because we feel we have to,
or because we want to? Voluntary service is accepted
service. If there is first a willing mind, it is accepted.15
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There are two priesthoods mentioned in the Old
Testament of our Bibles. The first is that of Melchizedek
who appears in Genesis 14. Abram had been forced into a
war with four local kings who had taken his nephew Lot
captive. We read:

After Abram returned from defeating Kedorlaomer and
the kings allied with him, the king of Sodom came out to
meet him in the Valley of Shaveh (that is, the King’s
Valley). Then Melchizedek king of Salem brought out
bread and wine. He was priest of God Most High, and he
blessed Abram, saying, “Blessed be Abram by God Most
High, Creator of heaven and earth. And praise be to God
Most High, who delivered your enemies into your hand.”
Then Abram gave him a tenth of everything.1

Notice that there are no genealogical details to introduce
us to Melchizedek – that’s unusual. Also, he is both a
king and a priest and he brought sustenance and blessing
to Abram, known later as Abraham, one of the most
important individuals in Bible history.

The second priesthood is the Levitical (or Aaronic)
priesthood. This priesthood is exclusive to the tribe of
Levi and from the family of Aaron. There was to be a
perpetual priesthood by succession of the eldest son. We
read in Exodus:

“Have Aaron … brought to you from among the
Israelites, along with his sons Nadab and Abihu, Eleazar
and Ithamar, so they may serve me as priests. Make
sacred garments for … Aaron to give him dignity and
honour … Whenever Aaron enters the Holy Place, he will
bear the names of the sons of Israel over his heart on the
breastpiece of decision as a continuing memorial before

the LORD ... The priesthood is theirs by a lasting
ordinance.2

Both of these priesthoods are important in understanding
the role of the Lord Jesus as high priest. Melchizedek’s
role as priest is used to emphasise the permanent and
eternal nature of the Lord Jesus as high priest whereas
Aaron and his successors are often contrasted with the
role of the Lord Jesus, while also providing us with a
picture of what the Lord Jesus is doing for His people
today.

It is Peter who tells us: you also, like living stones, are
being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood,
offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through
Jesus Christ … you are a chosen people, a royal
priesthood, a holy nation.3 Just as God’s Old Testament
people were a kingdom of priests and a holy nation4 so, in
the present age, the spiritual house is to function as a
priesthood. It is to the book of Hebrews that we look to
find out all about that priesthood and the high priest who
is serving in heaven for us.

Job specification
The Bible teaches us: Every high priest is selected from
among the people and is appointed to represent the
people in matters related to God, to offer gifts and
sacrifices for sins.5 It is important that the high priest
came from the people he was to represent. Moses and
Aaron were brothers, but lived in very different
circumstances. Moses was brought up as the son of
Pharaoh’s daughter; in other words, he lived in luxury!
Aaron remained with the people of Israel and was forced
to work for the Egyptians. He had experienced the misery,

affliction and suffering of those days of forced
labour and cruel taskmasters! Moses,
therefore, could never be appointed high
priest. Aaron, on the other hand, understood
what the people went through and had
suffered with them. Hebrews makes the point
that we have one who has been tempted in
every way, just as we are – yet he did not sin.6
Thus the Lord Jesus could personally relate to
us in our struggles.

It is also essential to this role that a high priest
has something to offer.7 The offering of
Himself and the acceptable sacrifice of
Christ’s blood makes it possible for us to
serve the living God!8 The Lord Jesus
explained to a woman He met that God wants
worshippers9 – in Hebrews we are told how
this comes to be, as we learn that we have
confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by

Christ’s offices and roles

High Priest
David Webster, Liverpool, England

You also, like living
stones, are being built
into a spiritual house …
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the blood of Jesus10 and that we are encouraged to draw
near to God with a sincere heart and with the full
assurance that faith brings.11 Entering confidently into
the presence of God, which was strictly forbidden under
the Levitical system, is now a real possibility because of
our High Priest.

Like Melchizedek
Firstly, the name Melchizedek means ‘king of
righteousness’ and we are reminded that Melchizedek was
king of Salem.12 Salem means peace. So righteousness
and peace come together in this mysterious person, but,
more significantly, in the Lord Jesus who has become for
us wisdom from God – that is, our righteousness, holiness
and redemption13 and who is also our peace.14

Secondly, in the written record, he is without father or
mother, without genealogy, without beginning of days or
end of life, resembling the Son of God, he remains a priest
forever.15  Unlike the priests of Israel who grew old and
died, this priest is permanent. We need not fear our
Priest’s deterioration or death!

Thirdly, he was great! Abram was the great-grandfather
of Levi and yet he gave a tithe to this great man and
received a blessing from him. A great person is being
blessed by a greater.

Fourthly, he was both a priest and king. Psalm 110 is a
prophecy about the Lord Jesus:

The LORD will extend your mighty sceptre from Zion,
saying,

“Rule in the midst of your enemies!”
Your troops will be willing on your day of battle.
Arrayed in holy splendour, your young men will come

to you like dew from the morning’s womb.
The LORD has sworn and will not change his mind:
“You are a priest forever, in the order of

Melchizedek.”16

Zechariah also wrote about a coming king-priest,17 a dual
role only possible as a result of being
designated a priest in the order of
Melchizedek.

Like Aaron and his successors
Hebrews tells us that the sanctuary that Moses
constructed was only a copy of the true one in
heaven.18 The work of the Levitical priests
involved sacrifices and offerings made over
and over again. In particular the high priest
entered on the Day of Atonement, the tenth
day of the seventh month of every year,19 into
the Most Holy Place, a place otherwise
forbidden, to offer sacrifices for himself and
for the people. Only he was allowed to enter
the Most Holy Place behind the curtain to
stand before God. Having made a sacrifice for
himself and for the people, he then brought
the blood into the Most Holy place and
sprinkled it on the atonement cover or mercy

seat,20 where God lived in a special way. He did this to
make atonement for himself and the people for all their
sins committed during the year just ended. In the
fulfilment of this, the Lord Jesus, as our High Priest, has
entered heaven itself21 once for all … by the sacrifice of
himself22 obtaining not just atonement for one year, but
eternal redemption.23

There was constant sin and that required constant
sacrifice. There was deterioration and death and that
required a new high priest every so often. By contrast, the
Lord Jesus as high priest has entered once for all (not
repeatedly) into heaven24 (not an earthly copy of it), has
sat down25 (indicating a finished work), and is a
forerunner26 (indicating that we are to follow). There He
intercedes for us: Therefore he is able to save completely
those who come to God through him.27 In addition,
because of the Lord Jesus’ role as high priest we can
approach God's throne of grace with confidence, so that
we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our
time of need.28

Just perfect!
Such a high priest truly meets our need – one who is holy,
blameless, pure, set apart from sinners, exalted above the
heavens.29  What more could we ask for?
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What is justice?
Deep in the recesses of the hearts of men lies a sense or
an expectation of justice. Who would deny that there
should be an ultimate righting of wrongs and that the
wicked should receive their just desserts?

The Preacher stated a salient truth: Also He has put
eternity in their hearts, except that no one can find out the
work that God does from beginning to end.1 He noted
further:

I said in my heart,
“God shall judge the righteous and the wicked,
for there is a time there for every purpose and for

every work.”2

The wise king Solomon gave a timeless summation:

For God will bring every work into judgment,
including every secret thing,
whether good or evil.3

From the dawn of creation in the Garden of Eden, God
laid down the rule: “…but of the tree of the knowledge of
good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat
of it you shall surely die.”4 God pronounced judgment
after hearing the parties, in line with His divine nature and
character, but held a beacon of hope for the restoration of
mankind: “And I will put enmity between you and the
woman, and between your seed and her Seed, He shall
bruise your head and you shall bruise His heel.”5

Why and how does God dispense justice?
As the writer to the Hebrews noted: every transgression
and disobedience received a just reward.6  But this
statement of God’s just law for Israel did not absolve
those who were not among His people.7 God’s nature is
such that He abhors sin: You are of purer eyes than to
behold evil, and cannot look on wickedness.8 It is
imperative, then, that sin must either be atoned for, or the
sinner must be punished.9 Prior to the constitution of
Israel as God’s chosen people, there was no legislated
provision for atonement or a covering of sins by sacrifice:

Bible-wide prophecies

Ultimate justice for all
Frederick Ntido, Lagos, Nigeria
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“God shall judge the righteous and the wicked,
for there is a time there for every purpose

and for every work.”2
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Then the LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great
in the earth, and that every intent of the thoughts of his
heart was only evil continually. And the LORD was sorry
that He had made man on the earth, and He was grieved
in His heart. So the LORD said, “I will destroy man
whom I have created from the face of the earth…”10

In Old Testament times God enforced justice, often
utilising nations and individuals at His pleasure to fulfil
the dictates of His righteous justice. Nevertheless, the
dispensing of justice was not arbitrary, excessive or
undeserved:

“Thus says the LORD to His anointed,
to Cyrus, whose right hand I have held –
to subdue nations before him….”11

“Listen to Me, My people;
And give ear to Me, O My nation:
For law will proceed from Me,
And I will make My justice rest
As a light of the peoples.”12

Abraham in his discourse with the heavenly guests en
route to Sodom and Gomorrah gave a marker for all times
undergirding God’s dispensation of justice: “Far be it
from You to do such a thing as this, to slay the righteous
with the wicked, so that the righteous should be as the
wicked; far be it from You! Shall not the Judge of all the
earth do right?”13

Justice for all through Christ
Whatever was done prior to the coming of the Lord Jesus
Christ, He is to be accorded prominence in the
dispensation of justice to all:

For unto us a Child is born,
Unto us a Son is given;
And the government will be upon His shoulder.
And His name will be called
Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
Of the increase of His government and peace
There will be no end…14

God has designed that Christ, the mediator between God
and men15 and the propitiation for our sins16 will be also
the judge of the living and the dead: I charge you
therefore before God and the Lord Jesus Christ, who will
judge the living and the dead at His appearing and His
kingdom.17

In anticipation of the Lord’s judgement we are enjoined
not to judge anything before the time, until the Lord
comes, who will both bring to light the hidden things of
darkness and reveal the counsels of the hearts. Then each
one’s praise will come from God.18 Justice will be
dispensed by Christ swiftly and surely: But Jesus did not
commit Himself to them, because He knew all men, and
had no need that anyone should testify of man, for He
knew what was in man.19 His right to judge the living and
the dead is based on the authority of His Father who has

given all judgement into His hands.20 Nothing shall
escape His intense scrutiny: And there is no creature
hidden from His sight, but all things are naked and open
to the eyes of Him to whom we must give account.21

How Christ will dispense justice to all across the
ages
The Lord Jesus declared: “Do not marvel at this; for the
hour is coming in which all who are in the graves will
hear His voice and come forth – those who have done
good, to the resurrection of life, and those who have done
evil, to the resurrection of condemnation.”22

Judgement seat of Christ
The first instalment in God’s delivery of justice to all
through His Son begins at the culmination of the present
dispensation of grace when the Lord Himself will descend
from heaven… And the dead in Christ will rise first. Then
we who are alive and remain shall be caught up…”23 This
event, singularly for believers in the dispensation
commencing on the day of Pentecost, shall be followed
by the judgement seat of Christ: For we must all appear
before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may
receive the things done in the body, according to what he
has done, whether good or bad.24 This is a judgement of
rewards and not of punishment.

The judgement of the Old Testament saints and
the living nations
The judging and rewarding of the Old Testament saints
and such as die after the Church has been removed from
the earth occurs when the Lord Jesus returns to the earth
at the end of the ‘Great Tribulation’.25 The living nations
shall be separated as sheep from goats by the One to
whom the Father has given all judgements. There are
other judgments of specific groups interposed in this
period.

The great white throne judgement
This will be the final judgement, traversing the Old and
New Testaments and perhaps those alive during the
millennial reign of Christ. It will be a judgement where
eternal destinies are declared and punishment meted out.26

At this judgement, those who have sinned without law
will also perish without law, and those who sinned with
the law will be judged by the law,27 as God is impartial.

References:

(1) Eccl. 3:11  (2) Eccl. 3:17  (3) Eccl. 12:14  (4) Gen.
2:17  (5) Gen. 3:15  (6) Heb. 2:2  (7) Rom. 2:12  (8) Hab.
1:13  (9) Rom. 6:23; John 3:16  (10) Gen. 6:5-7  (11) Is.
45:1  (12) Is. 51:4  (13) Gen. 18:25  (14) Is. 9:6-7  (15) 1
Tim. 2:5  (16) 1 John 2:2  (17) 2 Tim. 4:1  (18) 1 Cor. 4:5
(19) John 2:24-25  (20) John 5:22,27  (21) Heb. 4:13
(22) John 5:28-29  (23) 1 Thes. 4:16-17  (24) 2 Cor. 5:10
(25) Rev. 11:18; Dan. 12:13; Rev. 20:4  (26) Rev. 20:11-
15  (27) Rom. 2:12

Bible quotations from NKJV



8

Hebrews 5:7 presents godly fear (reverence, as it is
translated in other versions) as one of the excellencies of
Christ – an attribute in which He excelled and which
pleased His God and Father.

When God tested Abraham, the resulting commendation
was, “… now I know that you fear God”.2 For the
patriarch, the essence of this sort of fear was not so much
terror as wholehearted devotion. By not withholding his
son, Abraham had shown the extent of his love for God;
he proved that God meant more to him than anything in
the world and that he was prepared to submit to God’s
will for his life.

We might wonder how it could be that Christ should fear
God, seeing as the Son of God has always been with God,
more than that, since He is God. The answer is that He
took a body and it was in His humanity (in the days of His
flesh) that He expressed this lovely trait in a manner
similar to, yet so much fuller than, Abraham. As a man,
He learned, through suffering, what it meant to obey God
in a sinful world. And He obeyed unreservedly; He held
nothing back. With wholehearted devotion, He reverently
submitted to God’s word and will.

What did that godly fear look like in the earthly life of the
Lord? Hebrews 5:7 tells us that it was expressed in:

● that He prayed – the very fact that he offered both
prayers and supplications (indicating the involvement
of mind and body in the petition3) evidences His
dependence on, and submission to, His God;

● how He prayed – the raw emotions (the loud outcry
accompanied by tears) confirming the sincerity of His
heartfelt plea; and

● what He prayed – the subject matter of His request,
which is implied in that He made the request to the
One who was able to save Him from death, shows His
circumspection, that is His careful handling of both
His thoughts and His words that there should be not
even a shadow of doubt or distrust in them.

The Lord’s life was, of course, characterised by prayer
and devotion, but the writer to the Hebrews seems to be
describing a quite specific occasion. The detail he gives as
to how and what the Lord prayed aligns with the gospel
accounts of the night of Jesus’ betrayal and points us to
the prayers He offered at Gethsemane.4

When we consider just what was at stake that night, we
might say that Hebrews 5:7 describes the greatest prayers
in history! Praise God that Jesus prayed with godly fear
for, on account of that, He was heard; God acceded to His
Son’s request!

But what exactly was the request which God granted? It
cannot have been to remove the cup from Him or to avoid
the death of the cross, since He was certainly crucified
and the bitter cup of God’s wrath against sin did not pass
from Him. Rather, knowing that it was impossible for that
cup to pass unless He drank it, He prayed, “Your will be
done”.5 Like Abraham, whose godly fear supplied his
faith that God was able to raise Isaac from the dead,6
Jesus prayed to the One who was able to save Him from
(literally, out of) death, that is He requested not to avoid
death, but to be rescued out of it. His godly fear supplied
a confidence that there was a way out of death, a path of
life which God would make known to Him.7 He was
asking for strength, in that hour of deep darkness, to be
obedient even unto the death of the cross in order that He
might die the sort of death which would accomplish His
Father’s will, and that His God and Father would be
pleased to make known to Him that path of life.

And God was pleased to answer His Son’s prayers on
account of His godly fear!

Isn’t He still pleased when we address Him worshipfully
as the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ – the name
which reminds Him of the godly fear His Son expressed
when He made His dwelling among us? Surely God hears
His people’s prayers and accepts their worship when they
are offered with this same kind of godly fear.8 He has
given us the perfect example to follow!

(1) Heb. 5:7  (2) Gen. 22:12  (3) Mat. 26:39  (4)  Luke
22:44  (5) Mat. 26:42  (6) Heb. 11:19  (7) Ps. 16:11
(8) Heb. 12:28
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In the days of His flesh, when He had
offered up prayers and supplications,
with vehement cries and tears to Him
who was able to save Him from
death, and was heard because of His
godly fear.1
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Can you please tell us something
of your background?
I am 17 years old. When I was
twelve, I became an assistant of the
Catholic priest which we call
‘Sacristan’. Before the priest begun
his Mass, I was the one to bring
water to wash his hands. People
thought me a godly person when my
companions were the priest and the
seminarian (lecturer of Roman
Catholic doctrine), and I was proud
of that. But I was not spiritually
changed inside. In fact, when the
priest had performed the Mass, we’d
go together to drink fortified wine
and join a disco. I thought these
things were OK because the priest
did it and he was my role model. But
deep inside I felt there was
something wrong with this,
especially about praying to Mary.
When I asked him why we prayed to
her because she is just human like
us, he just answered “Because she is
Jesus’ mother. Like human parents,
it is easy for a son to hear a mother’s
appeal for others. When we pray
through her, she will appeal to her
son to answer favourably.” I wasn’t
satisfied with that answer. He never
backed up his answer with the Word
of God. For that reason, I left the
(RC) church.

When did you really meet the
Lord?
On December 4, 2012, a super
typhoon, Pablo, destroyed our place
including our house. We sheltered
ourselves in the two-storey house of
our neighbour. We saw a big tornado
hit that house. We could not go
outside because many steel roofing
sheets were blown off by the strong
wind. One of our neighbours
attempted to go outside, but he was
hit and killed by a sharp steel roof
sheet. We thought that was the end
of our lives. Fortunately, God spared
us.

After the typhoon, we only had
the clothes we wore. So my
father and mother decided to
move to A1, a hilltop village
near to Nabunturan. Their plan
was just to stay there
temporarily, to let us rest from
the trauma of Pablo. There, my
late grandfather, Joseph Sarsale,
taught me the true gospel of
salvation and about the
churches of God. All the things
he shared were backed up from
the Scriptures. Nothing was
twisted.  I could read and understand
them from God’s Word. Salvation is
simply by faith, not by works. So I
received His Word, was baptized,
and added into the church of God in
Nabunturan on January 20, 2013. My
life was changed. I realized that I
didn’t need a priest to change my
life; only Christ. When my family
saw that I had changed and was
walking with Him, they followed.
My mother, sister, and my twin,
were also added into the church here.
Although many lives were lost,
many houses destroyed, and many
people were blaming God for not
intervening during the super typhoon
– for me, it turned out to be the
greatest blessing in my life, because
it was then that I met Christ.

Recently, the church in A1
(Nabunturan) was attacked by
our Enemy. A brother who was
recognized previously as a
deacon there left the Fellowship
of churches and he encouraged
you to follow him in leaving us.
He is your relative. Usually
‘blood is thicker than water’ and
one defection leads to another in
such circumstances. What
convinced you to remain in the
church of God?
Yes, in fact he is another grandfather
of mine. I did not follow him
because of the Bible-based doctrine
of the church of God. Sadly, he is
now twisting the truth, teaching that

there is no eternal security, and even
that salvation requires our works.
They are despising me for remaining
in the truth. But I overcome all these
things with the help of our almighty
God through the help of our
overseers who keep strengthening us
with His Word.

What gives you joy now?

I desire to serve the Lord according
to His Word. My joy is to preach to
others the Good News of salvation,
having fellowship with my brothers
and sisters in churches of God, and
to help others grow spiritually by
teaching God’s Word. I look forward
to receiving His reward by doing
things according to His Word.1

Do you have a message for all
young people in our churches?

Stand firm in truth. Don’t follow
those who set themselves against
God’s will. Continue to guard the
good deposit of God’s teachings
which He entrusted to us.

Reference: (1) 2 Tim. 2:5

Life’s greatest blessing
An interview with Jhonrou Sarsale, Nabunturan, Philippines
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Nearly twenty years after Jesus died, the apostle Paul
wrote to the church in Galatia, declaring: I have been
crucified with Christ.1

What sort of assertion was this for Paul to make? How
could he possibly claim to have been crucified and live?
More than that even, how could anyone be so bold as to
claim that they have been crucified with Christ? Well, by
way of explanation, Paul went on to say this:

It is no longer I who live but Christ who lives in me. And
the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of
God who loved me and gave himself for me.1

So, it would be a mistake to imagine this is any sort of
arrogance or self-aggrandisement on Paul’s part. Rather it
is really quite the opposite. Paul is speaking spiritually
both about death and also life. He’s speaking about the
reality and challenge of the fundamental and wonderful
change that happens when each one of us is saved. That
is, a life-changing salvation that cannot be brought about
by ourselves either through our own perfect keeping of
the rules or self-justifying good deeds.

For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this
is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of
works, so that no one may boast.2

More than life and death then, being crucified with Christ
is about death and life.

Years later, Paul expanded on his thought when he wrote
to the Church in Rome and challenged them by saying:

May it never be! How shall we who died to sin still live in
it? Or do you not know that all of us who have been
baptized into Christ Jesus have been baptized into His
death? Therefore we have been buried with Him through
baptism into death, so that as Christ was raised from the
dead through the glory of the Father, so we too might
walk in newness of life. For if we have become united with
Him in the likeness of His death, certainly we shall also
be in the likeness of His resurrection, knowing this, that
our old self was crucified with Him, in order that our
body of sin might be done away with, so that we would no
longer be slaves to sin; for he who has died is freed from
sin.3

Do we know that our old sinful selves were crucified with
Christ so that sin might lose its power in our life? Do we
each live day to day as if we know the reality of that? Do
we consider ourselves dead to sin and alive to God in
Christ Jesus?4

We live because He died. So we can now live under the
freedom of God’s grace rather than the power of sin or the
condemning restrictions of the Law – in order that we
might walk in the appreciation and wonder of our new
lives, and to do what is right for the glory of God. That
does not make it easy or automatic for us, of course, but
by remembering and contemplating how our old desires
have been crucified with Christ we can better appreciate
the possibilities and the purposes of our freedom! For
example, we can know liberation from the temptation to
self-reliance and self-righteousness in trying to earn our
own salvation or justify ourselves. That tendency can all
too often lead us into a punishing cycle of trying to be
good, then failing, then being disappointed with
ourselves, then promising to do better but failing again.
The intention might be good, but we struggle when we go
alone. We can feel crushed and deflated at the struggle
within ourselves – the struggle between the conscious will
to be morally good and the selfish covetous nature that
wants to put our self first, even ahead of God. It’s a
struggle that we’ve all faced, even people like Paul.

Being crucified with Christ and raised with Him,
however, should give us an entirely new way of thinking
and of living, and the difference is huge! Commenting on
the change from past tense to present tense midway
through Romans 7, Tim Keller has described the
transition at salvation between the old struggles of the
past with the new life living by faith, as like moving from
a battle we cannot win into a war we cannot lose. Christ
has already won the victory, defeating death and the devil,
paying the penalty for our sins and redeeming us from
slavery to sin.

Writing in NT magazine in 1969, Bob Armstrong
described the glorious fact of the Lord’s victory over sin
as ‘Historic, fixed, unalterable…’ before going on to say
candidly about the present life that

‘Knowledge of Christ and experience of His living in
us are received by faith. If this faith were more real,
victory would replace the dismal failure which we
experience so often in our walk before the Lord. Some
Christians live in a vacuum, having broken with the
old life in the world yet they fail to live the abundant
life which Christ promises. This results in living on the
fringe of both and enjoying neither.’ 5

We’ve been saved from death through faith and now,
enabled and equipped to do better, we can live and walk
in new life by faith. We still might fail, but we are not
relying on our own performance to justify our own worth

Invisible realities

United we stand
Crucified and raised on high with Christ
Gareth Andrews, Belfast, N. Ireland
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any more, the battle we cannot win. Instead, we’re relying
on Him: It is no longer I who live but Christ who lives in
me.1

I like the way the NLT version of Galatians 5:16, 24 puts
Paul’s advice so plainly:

So I say, let the Holy Spirit guide your lives. Then you
won’t be doing what your sinful nature craves.

Those who belong to Christ Jesus have nailed the
passions and desires of their sinful nature to his cross and
crucified them there.

Realising that we have been crucified with Christ means
realising that God the Father has set us free through His
wonderful grace and that the law of the Spirit of life has
set us free in Christ Jesus from the law of sin and death.6
So being crucified with Christ is just the beginning.
Twice in Romans 6:5, Paul uses the wider term ‘united
with him.’ We know that we have been united with Him
in His death and resurrection. What a privilege this is for
each one of us who know the Son of God who loved us
and gave Himself for us. It’s an amazing, life-changing
thing for us to be united with Christ now and forever - a
blessing that encompasses all these aspects:
● We have been crucified with Christ.3

● We have died with Christ.3

● We have been buried with him by baptism into death.4

● We believe that we will also live with him.7

● God raised us up with him and seated us with him in
the heavenly places in Christ Jesus.8

● The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirits that
we are… heirs with Christ.9

As it has been said, God has not given us what we did
deserve in order to give us what we did not deserve. What
can it mean to be raised up and seated with Christ on
high?

Sitting can imply completion of a work or the taking of an
honoured position. We have no work to do for our
salvation, as Christ has already completed it. And because
of His victory, God already sees us who were dead as
raised and seated in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus,
so that in the coming ages he might show the
immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in
Christ Jesus.8 How could we fathom such grace, honour
and privilege? How will we react to the opportunity to
serve Him now in return?

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual
blessing in the heavenly places, even as he chose us in
him before the foundation of the world, that we should
be holy and blameless before him.10

If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things
that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand
of God. Set your minds on things that are above, not on
things that are on earth. For you have died, and your life
is hidden with Christ in God. When Christ who is your
life appears, then you also will appear with him in
glory.11

References:

(1) Gal. 2:20  (2) Eph. 2:8-9  (3) Rom. 6:2-7 NASU
(4) Rom. 6:11  (5) http://www.hayespress.org/article-aug-
1969-crossroads  (6) Rom. 8:2  (7) Rom. 6:8  (8) Eph.
2:6-7  (9) Rom. 8:16-17  (10) Eph. 1:3-4  (11) Col. 3:1-4
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Introduction
First let’s take a moment to show how the Mosaic
covenant1 fits into the overall framework of God’s
covenants in the Bible. It didn’t replace the Noahic and
Abrahamic covenants described in previous articles (as
they were still in effect2) but would serve to bring into
ever increasing focus God’s purposes in regard to
salvation of a fallen world. Like the previous covenants, it
was an agreement between a sovereign God and His
subjects initiated by God, equally binding and, like the
Abrahamic covenant, one that was ratified by blood.3
However, the main and significant difference between this
and the previous Abrahamic covenant was the conditional
nature of it that required a bilateral contract (but
obviously with unequal parties and with one-sided
stipulations) and an intermediary. God had made an
unconditional unilateral promise with Noah (specifically),
and with humanity (generally), not to destroy all life ever
again with a flood, a reminder too that God is holy and
judges sin. Likewise with Abraham, God made a
unilateral promise to bless him, his kin and all nations
who believe in God through faith. In contrast, the Mosaic
Covenant was conditional in nature and directly related to
Israel’s obedience to God’s law given to them at Sinai.
Grace and forgiveness were ever present but this covenant
was more about the life lived with God and for God in
unique covenant relationship and the blessings associated
with obedience.

Background to the covenant – Exodus and the
Passover
The spiritual and material legacy promised to Abraham
and inherited by each successive generation was yet to be
realised even after 400 years since the call of Abram from
Ur. While a people descended from Abraham, Isaac and
Jacob had grown in number, they were nevertheless
reduced to slaves under a power much stronger than their
own. Only a sovereign and all-powerful God who blesses
and keeps His promises could deliver them.

Exodus 12 documents a new beginning for the children of
Israel.  The first Passover marked the beginning of their
history as a redeemed people for God.4 Redemption by
the blood of the lamb was their title to all the privileges
and blessings that they would afterwards receive as God’s
people under the terms of the Mosaic covenant. God was
delivering them from slavery, from the rule and authority
of Pharaoh to be free to serve God as His own special
people, gathered around Him and protected by Him.  It
was then in the wilderness that God could reveal His
heart’s desire for them, to make Israel a kingdom of

priests and a holy nation.5 This was not possible before.
They were to be a separate and called-out people so that
the nations around them would know that they
worshipped the one true God who keeps covenant to a
thousandth generation with those who love Him and keep
His commandments.6

Backdrop to the covenant – Sinai
Egypt was not the place of the covenant, neither was
Canaan, but the wilderness: for it was there, specifically
at Sinai, after knowing God’s grace toward them
unconditionally in Egypt, that blessing upon the children
of Israel was to continue on the grounds of their
obedience and special relationship with God. With Moses
on the mountain, God spoke the words of the covenant
that were to be communicated to the sons of Israel.
Moses acted as intermediary between God and the people
for Moses brought back the words of the people to the
Lord.7 (Moses is a type of Jesus, the mediator of a new
covenant.8) Here we see that God required a response not
negotiation. Israel was not allowed to reason with God
over the terms of the covenant. (Disciples of the Lord
Jesus today accept God’s Word, not questioning its
authority.) The contract was that if they would obey God
(My voice9) and keep His covenant (commandments),
God would favour them in a special way that would
involve their becoming a kingdom of priests and a holy
nation.10 It’s also clear from Deuteronomy chapters 11
and 28 that God would withdraw His special blessing if
Israel failed to keep their side of the contract. There was
never any possibility that God would not keep His

Bible covenants

God’s covenant with Moses
Graham Schleyer, Liverpool, England

The Mosaic covenant was centred
around the giving of the Law.
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promise, but as Israel’s first test of their obedience and
dependence proved in the affair of the golden calf in
Exodus 32, man’s heart was easily and quickly turned
away.

The Mosaic covenant was centred around the giving of
the Law, first the Ten Commandments, followed by a
catalogue of detailed instructions containing rules for
living and the divine pattern for a worshipping people.
Thus commenced God’s dealings with man, in particular
Israel, under law. It’s especially significant that the
Mosaic covenant coincided with the giving of the Law,
entrusted to a nation through whom God would
sovereignly choose to bless the world with both His
written word and the Living Word, Jesus Christ. The Law
would both reveal the sinfulness of man and his need for
Christ, paving the way for salvation through faith.11 While
the Mosaic covenant involved keeping the Law, it didn’t
save the people. The promise of salvation by faith that
God had made to Abraham, the essence of the Abrahamic
covenant, was already built into this one.

Features of the covenant
The essential requirements and blessings of the covenant
are given in Exodus 19 v 3-6. God first reminds them in
verse 4 of His power and love that saved them and
brought them to Himself. Then, and only after God’s
saving grace in delivering His people from the grip of
slavery and sweeping away their past life, comes the if-
then conditional statement in vv. 5-6. God promises three
distinct blessings if they are obedient to Him.

(1) They would enjoy a unique relationship with God
that no other people on earth would have.

(2) They would be a ‘kingdom of priests’ enabled to
come before a holy God, to worship and serve Him in
a way that would bring glory to God.

(3) They would be separate from all the other nations
on account of their holy life devoted to serving God
and upholding God’s righteous standards. For this to
be so, a lifelong commitment to obedience was
required.

The sprinkled blood was the basis and seal of the
covenant for without shedding of blood there is no
forgiveness.12 It was applied on the altar, the written
word13 from God and on the people. The connection is a
striking one: a people redeemed by blood, consecrated to
service (the altar) and obedient to the covenant (the
written word) was permitted to draw near to a holy God
only through the blood of the sacrifice. Today, too,
service in churches of God is acceptable to God only on
the basis of faith in the blood of Christ and obedience to
His Word.

Obedience to the Law was central to the terms of the
covenant for God delights in obedience. The Law would
reveal the righteousness of a holy God, the sinfulness of
man and the need of a saviour – as such, it acted like a
custodian until Christ could make us right with God
through faith14 under the new Covenant. All that God

desired of His people was to love and obey Him. Despite
the prospect of fruitfulness, health and protection from
their enemies, Israel rejected the obedient life resulting in
suffering and exile. Not the life that God intended for His
special people! Mysteriously hidden within the Law,
however, was a Saviour who would come to fulfil the
Law15 and live the obedient life by doing God’s will16 – a
mystery now revealed in Jesus Christ.

In conclusion
The Mosaic covenant and the Law were never meant to
last. They are referred to in the New Testament as the old
covenant17 because when Jesus came the Law had
achieved its purpose and something better and greater
took its place.18 That will be the subject of the next and
final article in this series.

God’s purposes for His called together people today are
no different from the times of the Mosaic covenant. God
desires a redeemed and sanctified people, obedient to His
word and commands.  When we do this according to the
pattern set out in Scripture we know it will give God
pleasure and ours will be the blessings and privileges of a
people for God’s own possession.19

References:  (1) Ex. 19-24  (2) Gal. 3:17  (3) Ex. 24:8
(4) Ex. 12:2   (5) Ex. 19:6  (6) Deut. 7:9  (7) Ex. 19:8
(8) Heb. 12:24; 9:15  (9) Ex. 19:5  (10) Ex. 19:6
(11) Gal. 3:24  (12) Heb. 9:22  (13) Heb. 9:19  (14) Gal.
3:23-25  (15) Mat. 5:17  (16) Heb. 10:7  (17) 2 Cor. 3:14
(18) John 1:17; Rom. 10:4 (19) 1 Pet. 2:9
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Events in Britain and America have taken entirely
unexpected turns in the last year. In both countries there
had arisen a ruling élite which expected that the mass of
the population would follow its lead – not especially in
devotion to a particular party, but in relation to a way of
thinking. In Britain, on the question of the EU, the vast
majority of the great and the good, such as business
organisations, bankers, academics and MPs, assumed that
most people would vote to stay in the EU, and they were
quite shocked to find that the ‘Leave’ side won. In
America, Mrs. Clinton represented the establishment, the
cautious, ‘steady as you go’ candidate, and commentators
expected that the public would swing behind her as a
‘safety first’ choice. Polls before the election gave her a
4% to 10% advantage. But once again there was an
underswell of dissatisfaction with the government; many
felt that they had been let down in an era where
America’s influence was diminishing and unemployment
was increasing. This led to the election of Donald Trump,
a very rich businessman with no previous political
experience – his supporters regarded this as a positive
advantage. He promised to drain the political ‘swamp’.

Both of these results led to storms of indignation from the
losers. Those who felt themselves superior were quick to
point out that the victors came from poorer and less
educated classes – a very curious result, since those same
people in other circumstances would be glad to herald the
virtues of ‘democracy’. How would we look at the new
elected leaders? In Britain, Mrs. May expressed her own
Christian faith and urged Christians not to be ashamed to
express theirs (see https://youtu.be/KyjRH3lmQug), in
spite of the bitter and abusive language that this seems to
draw out from some people. Mr. Trump is an enigma; he
is brash and vulgar, but his bark may be worse than his
bite. He may be where he is for reasons unknown to us.

What does the Bible say about political leaders? We are
not thinking here of leaders among God’s people, but of
those who governed the foreign powers to which Israel
was often subservient. A prime example of this was the
proud and boastful Nebuchadnezzar, head of one of the
greatest empires of ancient times. Daniel interpreted a
dream he had, and said, “… you shall be driven from
among men, and your dwelling shall be with the beasts of
the field. You shall be made to eat grass like an ox, and
you shall be wet with the dew of heaven, and seven
periods of time shall pass over you, till you know that the
Most High rules the kingdom of men and gives it to whom
he will.”1 In spite of this warning, the king looked out
from the roof of his palace in Babylon a year later and
boasted, “Is not this great Babylon, which I have built by
my mighty power as a royal residence and for the glory of
my majesty?”2 and immediately the prophesied doom fell
upon him. After the seven periods of time (months?) his
reason returned, and he was able to resume his reign, this

time to praise and extol and honour the King of heaven,
for all his works are right and his ways are just; and
those who walk in pride he is able to humble.3 The
principle that Nebuchadnezzar had to learn the hard way,
that the Most High rules the kingdom of men and gives it
to whom he will4 is always true, right up to today. The
Babylonian kingdom itself was conquered by Cyrus,
whom God called my shepherd in Isaiah’s prophecy.5 We
might ask why God tolerated such monstrous rulers as
Hitler, Stalin and Pol Pot in our own times, but we cannot
answer such questions. The ancient tyrannies were
probably no better and no worse than the modern ones,
but this observation does not justify any of them. Many
Christians today suffer under oppressive regimes, but
Scripture does not encourage us to rise up against them;
rather, it says, Let every person be subject to the
governing authorities. For there is no authority except
from God, and those that exist have been instituted by
God.6

An obvious exception to this is if the authorities urge one
to do something that is intrinsically wrong – for instance,
Hitler’s orders to gas Jews – that order must be
disobeyed. Christians can pray for the most odious of
rulers, and carry on their worship even clandestinely, as
many do.

References;  (1) Dan. 4:25  (2) Dan. 4:30  (3) Dan. 4:37
(4) Dan. 4:17  (5) Is. 44:28  (6) Rom. 13:1
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Personal dilemmas

Rejection
Simon Robertson, Nottingham, England

Everyone will endure some form of
rejection during their lifetime.

It’s a painful experience to perceive
that we have the very core of us
dismissed by someone else, perhaps
leaving us feeling unloved,
unwanted, or not valued in some
way.

Most of us will have experienced
some form of rejection when we
were younger, perhaps being
excluded from friendship groups, or
not being selected for the sports
team, and in the age of social media
it can now be very public.

Throughout our lives we may
continue to experience rejection:
rejection by a parent, spouse or
child, not getting a job, being
ridiculed for our faith, having our
ideas or proposals dismissed or
refused.

Rejection can have significant
consequences leading to feelings of
isolation, and low self-worth, and
may have a lasting impact on how
we develop as individuals, how we
behave and the relationships we have
with others.

It may also cause us to put up
barriers, preventing us from letting
others to get close to us, in order to
protect ourselves from future
rejection and hurt.

With these possible negative
implications, we need to be mindful
of our response to rejection. God’s
standards and our commitment to
Him should not be compromised in
order for us to feel accepted. Also, as
much as rejection may hurt, we
cannot allow feelings of rejection to
lead to anger, pride, resentment,
bitterness, or self-pity.

There are many examples given in
the Scriptures of those who
experienced real rejection in their
lives.

● Joseph was rejected by his
brothers,1

● Moses was time and again
rejected by the Israelites,2

● David was rejected by Saul.3

What prevented these individuals
from becoming consumed by the
rejection they faced? Ultimately, it
was their trust in God and an
acceptance that He is all-sufficient
and in complete control.

Israel refused to accept their Messiah
when He came. They were expecting
something else, and when He came
in full accordance with the words of
the prophets, they did not receive
Him: He was in the world, and
though the world was made through
him, the world did not recognize
him. He came to that which was his
own, and his own did not receive
him.4

Isaiah wrote that the Messiah would
be despised and rejected by
mankind.5

Although we will never experience
rejection on the same scale as the
Lord Jesus, we can learn from the
Lord’s rejection that He endured at
Calvary. When they hurled their
insults at him he did not retaliate;
when he suffered, he made no
threats. Instead he entrusted himself
to him who judges justly.6 He
committed all to God His Father.

Remembering the words of the Lord
Jesus on the cross, “My God, my God
why have you forsaken me?”7 we can
only begin to imagine the agony of
separation the Lord experienced
from His own Father for our
redemption.

How, then, should we deal with
rejection and how do we help each
other to deal with the effects of
rejection by the world?

The message and promise of God to
those who believe is that, in Christ,

we are accepted by God. We must
grasp hold of this acceptance.

Since we have been justified through
faith, we have peace with God
through our Lord Jesus Christ.8

Yet to all who did receive him, to
those who believed in his name, he
gave the right to become children of
God.9

And it’s important that we keep an
eternal perspective:

For I consider that our present
sufferings are not worth comparing
with the glory that will be revealed
in us.10

For I am convinced that neither
death nor life, neither angels nor
demons, neither the present nor the
future, nor any powers, neither
height nor depth, nor anything else
in all creation, will be able to
separate us from the love of God that
is in Christ Jesus our Lord.11

The Lord Jesus understands
rejection: we do not have a high
priest who is unable to empathize
with our weaknesses, but we have
one who has been tempted in every
way, just as we are – yet he did not
sin.12

Cast your cares on the LORD, and
he will sustain you.13

If you know someone enduring the
pain of rejection, draw alongside,
encourage them to stand firm, and
hold them up by praying with and for
them.
References: (1) Gen. 37  (2) Acts 7:35
(3) Ps. 118  (4) John 1:10-11  (5) Is. 53:3
(6) 1 Pet. 2:23  (7) Mat. 27:46  (8) Rom. 5:1
(9) John 1:12  (10) Rom. 8:18  (11) Rom.
8:38-39  (12) Heb. 4:15  (13) Ps. 55:22
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Henry Ford is famously reported as saying, “If I had
asked people what they wanted, they would have said,
‘Faster horses’.” The implication was that the people
needed someone like him to realise the vision for the
motor car – something they themselves simply couldn’t
conceive of. However, there’s no evidence that he
actually said those words! There seems to be more
evidence that he rather said, “If there is any one secret to
success, it lies in the ability to get the other person’s point
of view, and see things from that person’s angle as well as
your own.”

Is there anything to be learned from that in the matter of
outreach? We speak of putting ourselves in another man’s
(or woman’s) shoes – trying to see things from their
perspective. It’s not an easy thing to do when we have so
many (good) ideas of our own about how things should be
done.

When people come to our outreach events, we want them
to feel welcome and at ease.

In the North West of England we have introduced
Soulsearch (a title we only use internally) – outreach
events that involve all the churches of God in the area.
This means that a larger audience can be convened and
we put on a magazine-type programme of short
professionally produced videos, testimonies, singing, and
a gospel message. Events like ‘tea meetings’ tend to lend
themselves to an informal sharing of a gospel message.
Soulsearch is a real opportunity for the gospel to be
preached in all its fullness.

Can they understand what we’re saying?
I once listened to a Star Wars enthusiast. He was talking
about the characters and incidents in the film. Never
having watched it, I didn’t have any idea what he was
talking about and quickly lost interest. Is there any danger
that this can happen in our modern culture where so little
is known about the Bible – even its once-famous stories
and characters? As we share the gospel, we can reference
people and incidents from the Bible, and our audience is
totally lost. We can no longer assume any basic Bible
knowledge among those who are listening to a message.

At Soulsearch, we try instead to think about the issues of
the day. What are people interested in? What are their
fears? Our most recent event was entitled ‘Pick ‘n’ Mix’.
It recognised that we live in a pluralistic society where
each of the major world faiths is considered equally valid,
and many choose aspects of each, making them their own
individual belief system. But where does this Pick ‘n’
Mix approach lead us, other than giving us a comfortable
philosophy for life? Jesus Christ made the bold claim: “I
am the way, and the truth, and the life.” There’s no room

there for other philosophies, as Jesus is the only way, the
truth and the source of eternal life – whether we accept it
or not. So, starting with a common trait that people can
relate to, we move on to challenge our audience with the
exclusive and life-changing claims of Christianity, which
is not simply a faith – it’s a relationship with a person.

Singing
In Western culture, where do people sing? At a football
match, perhaps. Or at a karaoke with pop music. These
days, only a small minority of people attend church
services and so are not familiar with the rich Christian
heritage of praise to God through song and hymnology.
When we invite people to our outreach events, are we
expecting them to sing? How will they know the hymns
or the songs? Will they be familiar with the 18th or 19th

century music and poetic or metaphoric content of many
hymns sung a capella in 4-part harmony? It’s hard for us
to conceive of a church-related event that doesn’t include
singing, but what is the ‘man on the street’ comfortable
with? At Soulsearch events, we have held some with no
singing at all; but we’ve probably reached a compromise,
where we have just a few songs, generally more modern
ones, and we invite people to sit back and listen, or to join
in if they wish.

Personal story
Our Soulsearch events usually include a testimony. A
personal story is a powerful tool: the word of someone
whose life has been changed by the gospel of Jesus
Christ. In an outreach seminar last year we watched the
‘Just Walk Across the Room’ DVD which gives some
really helpful hints about sharing our personal story. The
course suggests that we need to think carefully about the
words that we’re using: can they be understood by our
audience? Words like ‘saved’ or ‘born again’ might be
Biblical, but do they need to be explained? Then there’s
what some refer to as ‘Christianese’ – a language spoken
only amongst Christians, and using terms like ‘accept
Christ’. As we share our story, are we referring to people
or places that are not familiar to our audience and
therefore have no impact?

No one would deny that the Holy Spirit is the only one
who convicts and He can use any message spoken to help
someone to an understanding of the gospel and of their
need of a Saviour. But we do try not to erect unnecessary
barriers that could actually make it harder for people! In
the words of Henry Ford, can we begin to ‘see things
from that person’s angle as well as [our] own’?
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