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  Introduction

  
  




Who were the Pharaohs who encountered Abraham, Joseph and Moses? And what can ancient Egypt tell us about the historical reliability of the Bible?  Egypt occupies a remarkable place in the biblical story. Abraham travelled there during a time of famine. Joseph was taken there as a slave, yet rose to become one of the most powerful men in the land. Generations later, Moses returned to Egypt to confront Pharaoh and lead the Israelites to freedom. Centuries after the Exodus, another Egyptian ruler, Shishak, invaded Jerusalem and carried away the treasures of Solomon’s temple. But can these events be connected with the history of ancient Egypt?




This engaging and accessible book explores the fascinating intersection of the Bible, Egyptian history and archaeology. It considers the Egyptian background to the stories of Abraham and Joseph, the identity of the Pharaoh who adopted Moses, the historical setting of the Exodus, and the intriguing evidence surrounding Pharaoh Amenhotep II. It also examines the biblical Shishak and his possible identification with the Egyptian Pharaoh Shoshenq I, whose campaigns are recorded at Karnak. 




Along the way, the book tackles familiar questions and popular assumptions—including the dating of the pyramids, the identity of the Pharaoh of the Exodus, the significance of the Hyksos period, and the apparent biblical references to places later associated with Rameses. It argues for an early date for the Exodus, drawing particularly on the chronological information provided by the biblical text.  Yet this is more than an exercise in ancient chronology. Behind the historical investigation lies a profoundly biblical message. The lives of Abraham, Joseph, Moses and the Pharaohs reveal a God who works through real people and real events, judges human pride, keeps His promises and remains sovereign over the nations.




For anyone interested in the Bible, ancient Egypt, biblical archaeology or the historical setting of the Old Testament, this book offers a thought-provoking journey from the pyramids to the Exodus—and from the Pharaohs to the faithfulness of God.






I

Meeting the Pharaohs of the Bible







  
  1

  
  
  The Pharaoh with Whom Abraham Interacted

  
  




The ancient biblical name for Egypt is Mizraim, the grandson of Noah, in Genesis chapter 10:6. To this day, this origin of Egypt is still recognised in that banks and other modern establishments often feature the letters ‘msr’ in their name.  The Jewish historian Josephus claims Abraham, the father of the Jews, not only went down into Egypt but also that he took with him his former Mesopotamian know-how. This is a contentious theory, not only for the reason that the particular city of Ur in which Abraham previously lived is in dispute. There were two cities in ancient times that went by the name of Ur (or similar). One was to be found in Upper Mesopotamia and the other in Lower Mesopotamia. 




Traditionally, Bible scholars have assumed Abraham began his epic journey from the Ur that was once located down by the Persian Gulf in lower Mesopotamia. There could be, however, a flaw in that assumption. The Bible tells us that the Ur which Abraham left when he was called by God was located ‘between the rivers’ or ‘beyond the Euphrates River’ (Joshua 24:3). As any check with a Bible Atlas will confirm the southernmost Ur was not located between the rivers nor beyond the Euphrates. But the northern Ur, near to Haran in upper Mesopotamia, was. If that is the true starting point for Abraham’s odyssey of faith, then it was already so much closer to Haran his first stopping point and it agrees with the area of Paddan-Aram where we know his near relatives were located (e.g. in Genesis 24:10).




Meanwhile, down in Egypt, what’s referred to as the Old Kingdom was proceeding through the third to sixth Egyptian dynasties. Kingdom periods in Egypt were so called because under the Pharaohs of those dynasties upper and lower Egypt was united.

[image: Image]

It’s a wonderful sight to see the great pyramids of Giza, so close to the modern city of Cairo. The last remaining of the seven wonders of the ancient world. Not as old, however, as many would suggest. No human construction could have withstood the devastating global flood with which God judged the world in the days of Noah. It’s likely then they date back to somewhere close to 2400 BC. 




I recently saw personal confirmation of this as I inspected the foundations of the pyramids of pharaohs Khufu and Khafre. Embedded in the stone foundations are very many (nummulite) fossils, that appear like small, white round coins.

[image: Image]

The huge stone blocks of which the pyramids were made are limestone (and sandstone) blocks. Limestone, of course, is a sedimentary rock, meaning it was laid down under water, confirming these awesome structures were indeed post-Flood. Mystery and debate still surround the methods employed for the construction of the great pyramids of Giza. They were built from massive limestone and sandstone blocks weighing about 1.5 tons or more, and some granite blocks weighing a staggering 80 tons.




The fact that they are still as old as they are, puts them way before the time of Moses, with the clear implication that those famous pyramids were not built by Israelite slaves as is one popular misconception. What’s more, there’s archaeological evidence that the builders of the pyramids were skilled Egyptians who received medical care when they got injured. They were respected workers who were building tombs for their king.




The Bible does confirm Abraham went down into Egypt after arriving in Canaan from Mesopotamia. We’re going to discover that the Bible has a lot to say about Egypt via the accounts of Abraham’s sojourn, Joseph’s rise to influence and the formation of the nation of Israel via the Exodus. Egypt (or Mizraim) is mentioned 291 times in the Pentateuch (the first five books of the Bible) and 79 times in the book of Genesis alone.




Egypt’s culture was preoccupied with death and the afterlife, which motivated them to produce many artifacts. These were subsequently preserved due to the coincidence of an extraordinarily hot and dry climate. Egyptians worshipped multiple false deities whom they believed could interact and intervene in miraculous ways in the physical realm, and who could also enable a person’s transition to the afterlife. Ancient Egyptians believed that one’s body, image and name needed to be preserved in this world after death in order to enter and exist in the eternal realm. As a result, Egypt developed a massive industry on dealing with death, and it became the pivotal part of their culture.




The iconic famous sites like the Great Pyramids of Khufu, Khafre, and Menkaure on the Giza Plateau near Cairo and the Valley of the Kings near Luxor were, in reality, just magnificent tombs forming part of massive necropolises. Pharaohs encouraged the idea that they were living incarnations of, or even born of, the deities that were worshipped in those days. However, preservation of the dead body was not only important for royalty; ordinary people had to be preserved after death also and were often buried in simpler ways. It’s just that royalty and those who held high positions possessed greater wealth that enabled them to construct more elaborate places of burial, reflecting the ‘god-like’ status in which they were held.




After God confused the languages “in the days of Peleg”, it has been suggested that the ancestors of the Egyptians brought this knowledge with them. However, as we’ve mentioned already, Josephus, in his Antiquities of the Jews, claims instead that Abraham brought knowledge from the same Mesopotamian region when he travelled to Egypt to escape the famine in his own land. He has written:




“For whereas the Egyptians were formerly addicted to different customs … Abram conferred with each of them, and, confuting the reasonings they made use of, every one for their own practices, demonstrated that such reasonings were vain and void of truth: whereupon he was admired by them in those conferences as a very wise man, and one of great sagacity, when he discoursed on any subject he undertook; and this not only in understanding it, but in persuading other men also to assent to him. He communicated to them arithmetic, and delivered to them the science of astronomy; for before Abram came into Egypt they were unacquainted with those parts of learning; for that science came from the Chaldeans into Egypt, and from thence to the Greeks also.”1




However, the timing of this is all wrong. By the time Abraham visited, the large pyramid building of the Old Kingdom was well advanced. Interestingly, the Sumerians built ziggurats that are strikingly similar to pyramids, but there are no Egyptian records mentioning the Sumerians. Josephus certainly had an interest in advancing the Jewish cause, so we should be cautious about citing this as evidence of an increase in technology in Egypt.




Abraham visited Egypt around 215 years before Jacob and his family moved to Egypt, putting Abraham’s visit well within the timeframes of the Middle Kingdom of Egypt (circa 1876 BC) and so perhaps close to the reign of the Egyptian king, Sesostris III. Although some pyramids were built in the Middle Kingdom, they weren’t as grand as the pyramids of the Old Kingdom’s 4th dynasty such as those that famously remain. Josephus’ claim remains speculative as the Bible has no mention of any imparting of knowledge to the Egyptians with regard to Abraham’s dealings with Pharaoh. To the contrary, it’s a sad story:




The last paragraph of Genesis chapter 12, the chapter that gives us the call of Abraham, reads as follows: 


Now there was a famine in the land; so Abram went down to Egypt to live there for a time, because the famine was severe in the land. It came about, when he was approaching Egypt, that he said to his wife Sarai, “See now, I know that you are a beautiful woman; and when the Egyptians see you, they will say, ‘This is his wife’; and they will kill me, but they will let you live. Please say that you are my sister so that it may go well for me because of you, and that I may live on account of you.” 




Now it came about, when Abram entered Egypt, that the Egyptians saw that the woman was very beautiful. Pharaoh’s officials saw her and praised her to Pharaoh; and the woman was taken into Pharaoh’s house. Therefore he treated Abram well for her sake; and he gave him sheep, oxen, male donkeys, male servants and female servants, female donkeys, and camels. But the LORD struck Pharaoh and his house with great plagues because of Sarai, Abram’s wife. Then Pharaoh called Abram and said, “What is this that you have done to me? Why did you not tell me that she was your wife? Why did you say, ‘She is my sister,’ so that I took her for myself as a wife? Now then, here is your wife, take her and go!” And Pharaoh commanded his men concerning him; and they escorted him away, with his wife and all that belonged to him.




We’re concluding this was a Pharaoh of the Middle Kingdom, possibly Sesostris III. Great man of faith as Abraham was, this was a lapse. Perhaps we are challenged not only to trust in God for eternity, but to trust in him also for our day to day decisions.
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  The Pharaoh Before Whom Joseph Stood

  
  




The story of Joseph who was sold into slavery by his jealous brothers is well-known. Much later, by the grace of God, he could say to those brothers: ‘You meant it for evil, but God meant it for good’ (Genesis 50:20). That gracious forgiveness is recorded in Genesis chapter 50, but before that, I want you to notice carefully the opening verse of Genesis chapter 39: “Now Joseph had been taken down to Egypt; and Potiphar, an Egyptian officer of Pharaoh, the captain of the bodyguard, bought him from the Ishmaelites, who had taken him down there.”




Did you notice anything unusual there? Let’s repeat the exercise. “Now Joseph had been taken down to Egypt; and Potiphar, an Egyptian officer of Pharaoh, the captain of the bodyguard, bought him from the Ishmaelites, who had taken him down there.” The remarkable addition – I wonder if you spotted it? – is the description of Potiphar as “an Egyptian officer of Pharaoh.” Doesn’t that sound unnecessary, even redundant? Of course, we’d assume Potiphar would be Egyptian officer. Why mention it? Unless at this point in history not everyone in the land of Egypt was a native Egyptian. We know there were periods when Egypt was divided into lower and upper Egypt when one or other area was overrun and ruled by foreigners. Those times were known as Intermediate Periods, as distinct from the times when native dynastic Kings (Pharaohs) ruled over a United Egypt.




One example of this would be when a people known as the Hyksos were ruling in lower Egypt, that being the delta region of the Nile. This time in Egyptian history was known as the Second Intermediate Period, intermediate that is between the so-called Middle and New Kingdoms of Egypt. This as we’ll see turns out to be a strong candidate for the period of time when Joseph was taken down to Egypt and rose to fame there under God’s sovereign hand. This was before a later time came when the Hyksos were driven out and a native Egyptian Pharaoh would again unify the land of Egypt at the start of the New Kingdom. This would in turn be the ‘king who did not know Joseph’ (Exodus 1:8). But first let’s revisit the time point when Jacob and his entire family arrive in Egypt during the time of famine.


Joseph said to his brothers and to his father’s household, “I will go up and tell Pharaoh, and will say to him, ‘My brothers and my father’s household, who were in the land of Canaan, have come to me; and the men are shepherds, for they have been keepers of livestock; and they have brought their flocks and their herds and all that they have.’ When Pharaoh calls for you and says, ‘What is your occupation?’ you shall say, ‘Your servants have been keepers of livestock since our youth even until now, both we and our fathers,’ so that you may live in the land of Goshen; for every shepherd is an abomination to the Egyptians.”




Then Joseph went in and told Pharaoh, and said, “My father and my brothers and their flocks and their herds and all that they have, have come out of the land of Canaan; and behold, they are in the land of Goshen.” And he took five men from among his brothers and presented them to Pharaoh. Then Pharaoh said to his brothers, “What is your occupation?” So they said to Pharaoh, “Your servants are shepherds, both we and our fathers.” They also said to Pharaoh, “We have come to reside in the land, for there is no pasture for your servants’ flocks, for the famine is severe in the land of Canaan. Now, therefore, please let your servants live in the land of Goshen.” Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Your father and your brothers have come to you. The land of Egypt is at your disposal; settle your father and your brothers in the best of the land, let them live in the land of Goshen; and if you know any capable men among them, then put them in charge of my livestock” (Genesis 46:31–47:6).




Perhaps, the first point to say is that no native Egyptian Pharaoh would give away land –or authority either – for that matter. To promote a non-Egyptian over natives and donate prime real estate to all his family is simply something that no proud native Egyptian Pharaoh would have done. In the land of Goshen and its Hyksos capital at Avaris (later renamed Pi-Rameses), there’s lots of archeological evidence that a group of shepherd people lived under special favour. Excavations (e.g. in Tell el-Daba) have uncovered lots of evidence of a distinct people group, distinct in their hairstyles (as shown on statues) and in their four-roomed houses. And they lived where the Bible says the Hebrews lived.




And the second point is at first sight there appears to be confusion or a contradiction in the text. Is the Pharaoh for or against shepherds? I used to think Joseph’s brothers fumbled by not following the guidance that Joseph had given them. But the historical information that there were times when there were native Egyptian Pharaohs and at other times non-native Egyptian Pharaohs, suggests a better solution. The statement “every shepherd is an abomination to the Egyptians” applied to native rulers but not to the then non-native (Hyksos) ruler.

[image: Image]

Finally, the third point is this. We’re told Joseph rode about the land of Egypt in a chariot. This was a form of transport unknown in Egypt until after the time of the Hyksos. These points help us fix the timing of Joseph and Jacob being in Egypt. A key New Testament text that has a bearing on the timing of all this is Galatians 3:16,17: “Now the promises were spoken to Abraham and to his seed. He does not say, “And to seeds,” as one would in referring to many, but rather as in referring to one, “And to your seed,” that is, Christ. What I am saying is this: the Law, which came 430 years later, does not invalidate a covenant previously ratified by God, so as to nullify the promise.”




From that verse, between the Promise God made to Abraham and the giving of the Law at the Exodus we’re plainly told that there’s a time interval of 430 years. Let’s see how that works out. Isaac was born 25 years after the promise. Sixty years later, Jacob was born. One hundred and thirty years later, Jacob entered Egypt and spoke with the Pharaoh who had promoted Joseph to the supreme manager of the famine crisis. Let’s see, 25 plus 60 plus 130 years is 215 years and that leaves only another 215 years remaining for the time that the Israelites as a nation were in Egypt.




What’s more, a plain reading of 1 Kings 6:1 gives us the information that from the time Solomon began to build the temple in 967 BC back to the Exodus was 480 years. That means the Exodus was in 1446 BC and Joseph would have been in Egypt from the late 17th century BC. This fits with the Hyksos rulers leading up to the time when a native Egyptian Pharaoh, possibly a Pharaoh known to history as Ahmose, expelled the Hyksos from the delta of Egypt and so he would become the Pharaoh who did not know Joseph (Exodus 1:8).




The Bible story of Joseph is such an inspiring story of how God works all things together for good for those who love him and are called by him according to his purposes (see Romans 8:28). It’s good to know that we’re given sufficient clues in the biblical text to anchor it in real Egyptian history. These are far from cunningly devised fables, but demonstrate God’s working in real lives in the real world.
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  The Pharaoh Who Adopted Moses

  
  




One of the most famous Bible stories, a long-time favourite for children in Sunday school, is the story of Moses the future deliverer of his people and how he was rescued by Pharaoh’s daughter.


Then Pharaoh commanded all his people, saying, “Every son who is born, you are to throw into the Nile, but every daughter, you are to keep alive.”  Now a man from the house of Levi went and married a daughter of Levi. And the woman conceived and gave birth to a son; and when she saw that he was beautiful, she hid him for three months. But when she could no longer hide him, she got him a papyrus basket and covered it with tar and pitch. Then she put the child in it and set it among the reeds by the bank of the Nile. And his sister stood at a distance to find out what would happen to him.




Now the daughter of Pharaoh came down to bathe at the Nile, with her female attendants walking alongside the Nile; and she saw the basket among the reeds and sent her slave woman, and she brought it to her. When she opened it, she saw the child, and behold, the boy was crying. And she had pity on him and said, “This is one of the Hebrews’ children.” Then his sister said to Pharaoh’s daughter, “Shall I go and call a woman for you who is nursing from the Hebrew women, so that she may nurse the child for you?” Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, “Go ahead.” So the girl went and called the child’s mother. Then Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, “Take this child away and nurse him for me, and I will give you your wages.” So the woman took the child and nursed him. And the child grew, and she brought him to Pharaoh’s daughter and he became her son. And she named him Moses, and said, “Because I drew him out of the water” (Exodus 1:22 – 2:10).




This daughter of Pharaoh would later become a controversial female pharaoh in her own right, known as Hatshepsut. She would later appear to have been resented by some of her people for her role in raising the one through whom God would judge the Egyptians and their gods and cause them to lose all their Israelite slaves.
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Mortuary temple of Hatshepsut, Valley of the Kings, Luxor

This was a time when Egypt was united, the time of the Thutmosis dynasty of Egypt. We’ll begin with a Pharaoh known as Amenhotep I. He was followed by Thutmose I who was followed by Thutmose II. Now Thutmose II was a half-brother of Hatshepsut who’d drawn Moses from the Nile as a baby, but that didn’t stop them from marrying each other. Such incestuous marriages were in fact encouraged in an attempt to preserve a royal bloodline.
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Hatshepsut

Thutmose II and Hatshepsut were unable to produce a son, but Thutmose II did have a son, Thutmose III, by a second wife. Of course, that makes this Thutmose III a stepson to Hatshepsut. Although he was the one in line to the throne, while he was a child his step-mother, Hatshepsut, ruled the land for him. Thutmose III grew up in due course to be victorious in many battles to such an extent that he has been called the Napoleon of Egypt. We can identify him as the long-reigning Pharaoh before whom Moses fled (Exodus 2:15). Let’s remind ourselves of how that came about between the two rivals for the throne of Egypt:


Now it came about in those days, when Moses had grown up, that he went out to his fellow Hebrews and looked at their hard labors; and he saw an Egyptian beating a Hebrew, one of his fellow Hebrews. So he looked this way and that, and when he saw that there was no one around, he struck and killed the Egyptian, and hid his body in the sand. Now he went out the next day, and behold, two Hebrews were fighting with each other; and he said to the offender, “Why are you striking your companion?” But he said, “Who made you a ruler and a judge over us? Do you intend to kill me as you killed the Egyptian?” Then Moses was afraid and said, “Surely the matter has become known!” When Pharaoh heard about this matter, he tried to kill Moses. But Moses fled from the presence of Pharaoh and settled in the land of Midian, and he sat down by a well (Exodus 2:11-15).




In the New Testament, Stephen, the first Christian martyr, spoke of how the above action had entered Moses’ mind (Acts 7:23) and how ‘he thought his (Hebrew) brothers understood’ he was their deliverer (Acts 7:25). But it would seem Moses was acting prematurely. The timing, at least, was not God’s timing nor was Moses acting in God’s strength. Later, it would be different when God called Moses at the burning bush (Exodus 3) and he then obeyed God, having no confidence in himself. It’s a lesson for us in waiting on God as we desire to serve him.




Due to their connection to Hatshepsut, as we said, Moses and Thutmosis III were in fact rivals for the throne of Egypt – or once had appeared to be. Moses was the adopted son of Hatshepsut, and Thutmose III was her stepson. While he was young, Hatshepsut ruled the land of Egypt. Interestingly, her statues often depict her with a beard. At some point, the tide of sentiment turned against her and her name (or ‘cartouche’) together with many of her statues became defaced. In the cultural thinking of the time, this would prevent her access to the afterlife. This was likely due to her association with Moses.




In due course, Thutmosis III was succeeded by his son, Amenhotep II. He would be the one to engage in the standoff with Moses when God commissioned Moses to return to Egypt to demand his people be set free. In an inscription known as Sinai 361 (discovered by Butin and translated by Petrovich) and dated to around the mid 15th century BC, we find the words: “our bound servitude lingers. Moses then produced astonishment.” This is at least one known extra-biblical reference to Moses that we have from the Egyptian side.




In addition, the Austrian archaeologist Bietak makes the case for Avaris (later renamed Raamses) being abandoned in the middle of the 18th Dynasty. He maintains the Israelites left from here at the Exodus, but its later renaming as Raamses has misled many to think that the Exodus took place much later in the time of Rameses the Great. If we read our Bible in a plain way, we must come to the view that the Exodus was early. It was in the 15th century BC and well before the time of Rameses II (the Great) who ruled in the 13th century BC. Why is this? The plain wording of 1 Kings 6:1 tells us: “Now it came about in the four hundred and eightieth year after the sons of Israel came out of the land of Egypt, in the fourth year of Solomon’s reign over Israel, in the month of Ziv, that is, the second month, that he began to build the house of the LORD” (1 Kings 6:1). Solomon began to reign in 971 BC, as is generally accepted. His fourth year then brings us to 967 BC. If this was 480 years after the Israelites came out of Egypt then the Exodus was in 1446 BC.




This fits with other information we find in Judges (11:26). In the Book of Judges, Jephthah taunts the Ammonite king with the fact that Israel had already occupied the land east of the Jordan for 300 years. That’s only consistent with an early, 15th century BC date for the Exodus. That date is also confirmed by the Jubilee system (see Ezekiel 40:1, that informs us that 14 years after the Jerusalem temple was destroyed was a Jubilee year as the beginning of the year was on the tenth day of Tishri. 17 Jubilee cycles prior to that plus 40 years in the desert, brings us to 1446 BC).




This means that in Exodus 1:11, the Israelites built the storage city that was then called Avaris but it later became more famously known as Raamses (after Rameses the Great). This need not surprise us, since we read even earlier in Genesis 47:11 that “Joseph settled his father and his brothers and gave them property in the land of Egypt, in the best of the land, in the land of Rameses, as Pharaoh had ordered” (Genesis 47:11). This, we’ve established, was during the period of the Hyksos rule in the Delta region, and long before Rameses the Great in the 13th century. And so this is another example of an even earlier anachronistic redaction.




The Exodus event is one of the greatest types of Scripture and it’s good to have a definite historical fix for it. Praise God that Jesus Christ is our Passover (1 Corinthians 5:7)!
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  The Pharaoh of the Exodus

  
  




When God appeared to Moses at the burning bush, and commissioned him to go back to Egypt and demand the liberation of his native Hebrew people, the Pharaoh he went back to face, Amenhotep II, was himself facing his step-uncle, Moses.

[image: Image]

Amenhotep II

This Pharaoh was the son of Thutmose III who was one of the most successful warrior Pharaohs, and previously a rival to Moses for the throne of Egypt. But Moses had chosen a different path: “By faith Moses, when he had grown up, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter, choosing rather to endure ill-treatment with the people of God than to enjoy the temporary pleasures of sin, considering the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures of Egypt; for he was looking to the reward” (Hebrews 11:24-26).




The following from the beginning of Exodus chapter 5 is the first exchange between Moses and Amenhotep II: 


And afterward Moses and Aaron came and said to Pharaoh, “This is what the LORD, the God of Israel says: ‘Let My people go so that they may celebrate a feast to Me in the wilderness.’” But Pharaoh said, “Who is the LORD that I should obey His voice to let Israel go? I do not know the LORD, and besides, I will not let Israel go.” Then they said, “The God of the Hebrews has met with us. Please, let us go a three days’ journey into the wilderness so that we may sacrifice to the LORD our God, otherwise He will strike us with plague or with the sword.” But the king of Egypt said to them, “Moses and Aaron, why do you let the people neglect their work? Get back to your labors!”




Again Pharaoh said, “Look, the people of the land are now many, and you would have them cease from their labors!” So the same day Pharaoh commanded the taskmasters over the people and their foremen, saying, “You are no longer to give the people straw to make bricks as previously; have them go and gather straw for themselves. But you shall impose on them the quota of bricks which they were making before; you are not to reduce any of it. Because they are lazy, for that reason they cry out, ‘Let us go and sacrifice to our God.’ Let the labor be heavier on the men, and have them work at it so that they will pay no attention to false words” (Exodus 5:1-9).




Ultimately, all the firstborn of the land of Egypt were killed in the tenth and final plague. The plagues were God’s judgements not only against the Egyptians but against their gods. The first plague mocked the power of Hapi, the god of the Nile. The last plague mocked the power of Osiris, the god of the living. It applied to all the firstborn from Pharaoh down. We know Amenhotep II’s firstborn son did not succeed him and so we conclude he must have died.




However, an objection could be raised against Amenhotep II being the Pharaoh of the Exodus in as much as he survived drowning in the Red Sea. There again, the Bible isn’t explicit that the pursuing Pharaoh himself personally drowned in Red Sea. The expressions used approach that but aren’t definite nor is the vocabulary without ambiguity. Exodus 14:27-28 says: “Moses reached out with his hand over the sea, and the sea returned to its normal state at daybreak, while the Egyptians were fleeing right into it; then the LORD overthrew the Egyptians in the midst of the sea. The waters returned and covered the chariots and the horsemen, Pharaoh’s entire army that had gone into the sea after them; not even one of them remained.” And Psalm 106:11 says: “The waters covered their adversaries; Not one of them was left.”




These passages don’t explicitly mention Pharaoh, only his elite forces who were pursuing the Hebrews. But what about Psalm 136:15 which says: “But He overthrew Pharaoh and his army in the Red Sea?” The Bible word here for overthrow means to shake off, as when David spoke of being shaken off like a locust (Psalm 109:23). It’s possible then that only his elite forces were wiped out. That means Amenhotep II remains a firm candidate. This is supported by the fact that he subsequently went on military expeditions that majored on replacing his slave workforce. This is what Egyptian history records. Unlike his father’s many military campaigns that brought in great wealth (these are recorded on the walls of the temple at Karnak), Amenhotep II conducted no more than three military campaigns with a focus not on gaining treasure, but on bringing back slaves (totalling over 100,000 persons). This would fit well with an attempt to replenish the Hebrew workforce he’d lost.




His descendants were Amenhotep III (not a firstborn son) & Amenhotep IV.  The latter of these, Amenhotep IV, was the Egyptian heretic who was also known as Akenaten. Could it possibly be that Akenaten’s rejection of Egyptians gods was in part at least due to their evident defeat at the Exodus event? In any case, he was the father of the famous boy-king, Tutankhamen, who under the influence of the priests, restored the worship of Amun as opposed to Aten (as reflected in the ending of their names).




Some famous correspondence, known as the Amarna letters, mention people known as ‘the Habiru’ being in the land of Canaan around 1370 BC. This was the time of Amenhotep III and Amenhotep IV whom we’ve just mentioned. It was to these Pharaohs that the letters were written by their vassal states. And these Habiru, now in Canaan, were very likely the Hebrews. The main alternative view, as we’ve said, is the popular one that Rameses the Great was the Pharaoh of the Exodus. But the Israel or Merenptah (13th son of Rameses II) Stela implies the escaped Israelites were already established in the land of Canaan in the late 13th century BC. This is well before a 13th century Exodus date involving Rameses II.




Also, the predecessor of Pharaoh Rameses II, was not a long-serving Pharaoh. This is a necessary condition for identifying the Pharaoh of the Exodus. Rameses I doesn’t cut it, but Thutmose III does. Rameses II (or ‘the Great’) belonged to the 19th Dynasty, from 1279-1213 BC. As we have mentioned elsewhere, the mention of the City of Raamses is anachronistic, see Genesis 47:11, which is even earlier.

[image: Image]

Abu Simbel: temples of Rameses II & Nefertari

It’s quite a thing to walk through the Museum of Egyptian Civilzation and look at the mummified face of Amenhotep II. Visitors are hushed into silence as these remains are still revered. But you stand there and imagine this as the face of the man who resisted Moses face to face and in whom God’s power was demonstrated. Men who foolishly think they are gods or god-like are all covered by the truth of Hebrews 9:27 that it is appointed to humanity to die once and after death comes judgement.
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  The Pharaoh Who Plundered Rehoboam

  
  




The blessings of the Old Testament were conditional. God’s people would be blessed if they obeyed (Deuteronomy 27 & 28). The Lord emphasised this again to King David when promising him a son who would succeed him, build a temple and establish his dynasty:


When your days are finished and you lie down with your fathers, I will raise up your descendant after you, who will come from you, and I will establish his kingdom. He shall build a house for My name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever. I will be a father to him and he will be a son to Me; when he does wrong, I will discipline him with a rod of men and with strokes of sons of mankind, but My favor shall not depart from him, as I took it away from Saul, whom I removed from you. Your house and your kingdom shall endure before Me forever; your throne shall be established forever.”’” In accordance with all these words and all of this vision, so Nathan spoke to David (2 Samuel 7:12-17).




Solomon began well; however later in his forty-year reign, we read about him multiplying wives, horses and money, all in defiance of God’s instruction (Deuteronomy 17:16,17). As a result, God raised up enemies against him, one in particular was called Jeroboam. Solomon tried to put Jeroboam to death; but Jeroboam fled to Egypt to find refuge with Shishak king of Egypt, and he was in Egypt until the death of Solomon. (1 Kings 11:40).




Shishak is the first of all the Pharaohs to be named in the Bible. Moses never graced a Pharaoh with a name. In this, it seems he followed the practice of a Pharaoh himself in not dignifying an enemy by naming them. This was (on the Egyptian side) bound up with the superstitious belief that the preservation and perpetuation of one’s name was vital for one’s onward progress into the afterlife.




King Solomon was succeeded by his son Rehoboam, but after the split of the kingdom Rehoboam became the king of Judah only in the Divided Kingdom. Jeroboam, the former superintendent for Solomon who had found sanctuary in Egypt with Shishak and married an Egyptian princess, returned and became the rival king to Rehoboam, ruling over the ten northern tribes of Israel. Scripture indicates he’d also likely become familiar with worshipping Egyptian sacred bull deities (Apis and Mnevis), for he introduced a similar alternative and apostate system of worship among the northern tribes of Israel (1 Kings 12:28,29). Things were little better in the south where Rehoboam reigned. We read:


Now Rehoboam the son of Solomon reigned in Judah. Rehoboam was forty-one years old when he became king, and he reigned for seventeen years in Jerusalem, the city which the LORD had chosen from all the tribes of Israel to put His name there. And his mother’s name was Naamah the Ammonitess. And the people of Judah did evil in the sight of the LORD, and they provoked Him to jealousy with their sins which they committed, more than all that their fathers had done. For they, too, built for themselves high places, memorial stones, and Asherim on every high hill and under every luxuriant tree. 24 There were also male cult prostitutes in the land. They committed all the same abominations of the nations which the LORD dispossessed before the sons of Israel.




Now it happened in the fifth year of King Rehoboam, that Shishak the king of Egypt marched against Jerusalem. And he took away the treasures of the house of the LORD and the treasures of the king’s house, and he took everything; he even took all the shields of gold which Solomon had made. So King Rehoboam made shields of bronze in their place, and entrusted them to the care of the commanders of the guard who guarded the doorway of the king’s house. And it happened as often as the king entered the house of the LORD, that the guards would carry them and would bring them back into the guards’ room (1 Kings 14:21-28)




When the kingdom of Rehoboam, Solomon’s son, was established and strong, he and all Israel with him abandoned the Law of the LORD. And it came about in King Rehoboam’s fifth year, because they had been unfaithful to the LORD, that Shishak king of Egypt came up against Jerusalem with 1,200 chariots and sixty thousand horsemen. And the people who came with him from Egypt were innumerable: the Lubim, the Sukkiim, and the Ethiopians. And he captured the fortified cities of Judah and came as far as Jerusalem (2 Chronicles 12:1-4).




We pause to note that this is the same Shishak who’d earlier helped Jeroboam, Solomon’s rival, who now came up against Rehoboam. We read further: 


Then Shemaiah the prophet came to Rehoboam and the princes of Judah who had gathered at Jerusalem because of Shishak, and he said to them, “This is what the LORD says: ‘You have abandoned Me, so I also have abandoned you to Shishak.’” So the princes of Israel and the king humbled themselves and said, “The LORD is righteous.” When the LORD saw that they had humbled themselves, the word of the LORD came to Shemaiah, saying, “They have humbled themselves, so I will not destroy them; and I will grant them a little deliverance, and My wrath will not be poured out on Jerusalem by means of Shishak. But they will become his slaves, so that they may learn the difference between My service and the service of the kingdoms of the countries.” So Shishak king of Egypt went up against Jerusalem, and he took the treasures of the house of the LORD and the treasures of the king’s palace. He took everything; he even took the gold shields which Solomon had made (2 Chronicles 12:5-9).




There’s every reason to identify the biblical Shishak with the Pharaoh recorded in Egypt history as Shoshenq I who invaded Judah in 926 BC, for this corresponds with the fifth year of Rehoboam (Solomon having reigned from 971-931).




The great French archaeologist (Champollion, 1790–1832) who deciphered the Rosetta Stone), deciphered an inscription on a portal in Egypt related to Pharaoh Shoshenq who was the first king of the 22nd dynasty in the Third Intermediate Period (IP) of Egypt. The 22nd dynasty was the second non-native Egyptian dynasty of the of the 3rd IP. This period began with the death of the Egyptian king, Ramses XI (20th dynasty) and it left Egypt in turmoil. Along comes Shoshenq to sort it all out. Once done, he embarks on campaigns in the Ancient Near East. On his ‘booty list’ at the Temple of Karnak at Luxor, he lists around 180 cities that he conquered in the Jordan region. 43 of these are names of cities and kings that are recognizable as cities in Judah and Israel during the Divided Kingdom.




Champollion deciphered one set of hieroglyphics (y-w-d-h-m-r-k) on Shoshenq’s portal as ‘the kingdom of the Jews or of Judah’. Therefore, he believed that Shoshenq of Egypt was also Shishak of the Bible who had plundered cities in the Divided Kingdom. But perhaps an even better rendering of the hieroglyph is that it (y-w-d-h-m-r-k) means “Judah gives an offering.” [“an Egyptian word pronounced mrk means “offering, to give”, in Egyptian. This is attested in the Egyptian Wörterbuch (Wb 2, 113.3) and the lexicon by Dimitri Meeks2”]

[image: Image]

Hieroglyph at Karnak temple, Luxor, east bank

This is exactly what Rehoboam did. He gave an offering to Shishak to avoid the city of Jerusalem and capital of Judah being plundered. This included the vast wealth of Solomon, so little wonder Shoshenq – that is, Shishak – mentioned it! The value of this is that previously secular historians have confirmed the date we get from the Bible for the destruction of Jerusalem and the captivity of the Jews as 587/6 BC. Now, additionally, this most reasonable identification of Shoshenq I with the biblical Shishak provides an even older confirmed biblical date of 926 BC. It’s another step towards demonstrating that biblical history is real, world history.




This real history further demonstrates that what God says he will do, he will carry out, even using foreign kings to judge his own failing people. We should always take God’s Word seriously. It’s a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God. But, praise God, there is salvation through faith in his son, Jesus Christ.






II

Joseph
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  Parents’ House: The Test of Fidelity

  
  




Early on, the Bible introduces us to someone who would appear to be a most unlikely candidate for success. I’m referring to Joseph, born to the patriarch, Jacob. From his youth, Joseph seems to experience one misadventure after another. But he overcomes, and the great secret of his life is shared repeatedly in the Bible book of Genesis. It’s evidently not God’s intention that we should miss it. It’s the secret of his success, and it’s this: that God was with him, in all that he went through. If God is for us, as the Apostle Paul will say later in the Bible, who can be against us?




But let’s remind ourselves of some of the details of Joseph’s remarkable story, so that we might trace the hand of God over it all – the God who spoke to Joseph as a teenager. Now, that’s a remarkable thing. It’s worth pausing right there. I don’t mean that it’s so remarkable that God should speak to a teenager, but what’s remarkable is this was the only recorded time in his life when the Bible tells us of God speaking directly to Joseph. And it was dreams that God used to hint at where Joseph’s life was headed. There were later times when God helped Joseph have insight into the dreams of other people, but I’m suggesting that wasn’t a message directly to Joseph. By contrast, Abraham and Jacob, and later Moses, knew God speaking to them more frequently and indeed throughout the course of their entire lives. 




But with Joseph, it’s only recorded happening once, as a teenager, but the remarkable thing was that it set him up for life. It set the course of his entire life. That’s one way we see the fidelity of Joseph. He remained true to God’s revelation even through dark and challenging times when God’s early promises must have seemed to be only a memory that mocked him. It’s good when, early in life, we become convinced that God has met with us, and will do what he’s promised, and we become motivated to remain faithful to his call. Looking back decades later through the lens of our life’s experiences and opportunities, we’re then able to confirm the reality of that early encounter with God!




As we say, let’s remind ourselves of the details of Joseph’s formative years. As we take our Bible reading from Genesis chapter 37, I also want you to register another aspect of Joseph’s fidelity: and it’s this - how he bore faithful witness to God’s revealed truth even when it provoked tensions and jealousies within his family:


“Now Jacob lived in the land where his father had sojourned, in the land of Canaan. These are the records of the generations of Jacob. Joseph, when seventeen years of age, was pasturing the flock with his brothers while he was still a youth … Now Israel loved Joseph more than all his sons, because he was the son of his old age; and he made him a varicolored tunic. His brothers saw that their father loved him more than all his brothers; and so they hated him and could not speak to him on friendly terms. Then Joseph had a dream, and when he told it to his brothers, they hated him even more. He said to them, “Please listen to this dream which I have had; for behold, we were binding sheaves in the field, and lo, my sheaf rose up and also stood erect; and behold, your sheaves gathered around and bowed down to my sheaf.” 




Then his brothers said to him, “Are you actually going to reign over us? Or are you really going to rule over us?” So they hated him even more for his dreams and for his words.  Now he had still another dream, and related it to his brothers, and said, “Lo, I have had still another dream; and behold, the sun and the moon and eleven stars were bowing down to me.” He related it to his father and to his brothers; and his father rebuked him and said to him, “What is this dream that you have had? Shall I and your mother and your brothers actually come to bow ourselves down before you to the ground?” His brothers were jealous of him, but his father kept the saying in mind” (Genesis 37:1-11).




That was the only time in his life when the Bible records God as having spoken directly to Joseph, in this case using dreams to project a glimpse of where his life was headed. With Joseph, it was just that once, as a teenager, but the remarkable thing was that it set the course of his entire life. 




Much later in life, from his comfortable throne in the palace, I wonder, did he think back to those dreams he’d once had as a teenager on the floor of his tent in a faraway land amid all the ridicule of his brothers? With profound gratitude he’d learned to acknowledge all the way that God had led him. God had in reality been with him – in the pit and in the prison as much as in the palace. Our surroundings and circumstances don’t matter as much as knowing that God is with us. When we live conscious of God’s presence, as Joseph did, then it’s an incentive to keep us faithful to God. Early in the history of Christianity, the Apostles remembered the words of King David in the Old Testament when he said in Psalm 16 that he recognised the Lord ‘always before him’ – that is, he was conscious of the Lord’s presence in his life. David, like Joseph, was tested in having to wait for God’s early promised blessings to become a reality – patiently waiting through tough times. God’s word of promise tried them, as it does us too, at times. 




Psychologists talk about something called ‘cognitive dissonance.’ They would see it happening when someone’s behaviour is no longer consistent with their beliefs. That brings discord or discomfort into their life. We’re only comfortable when our beliefs and behaviours are in agreement. As an example, someone may believe in celibacy following a divorce, but if they find themselves with the status of a divorcee, and finding themselves attracted to someone else such that they want to get remarried; they may find a way to modify their previous beliefs so as to accommodate the behaviour they now desire. It’s hard to live with tension between our beliefs and behaviours. Of course, if our beliefs are biblical, then it’s our behaviours we should be modifying, so that they conform to our biblical beliefs – but the temptation is to change our beliefs to accommodate our behaviour. 




The same type of challenge presents when, as a committed disciple of Jesus Christ, we’re careful to follow his commands. But if it should be that we experience what appears to be a lack of blessing on our spiritual experience, then we may be tempted to give up on any further attempt at exact obedience – settling instead for what seems to work elsewhere as we look around us at the experience of others.  It takes fidelity to continue steadfastly in our biblical beliefs when we don’t see the reasonable results we might expect. Joseph models that kind of fidelity – that type of faithfulness, and he gives us a good example to learn from.




But there’s another aspect to his fidelity. Let’s go back with him to that early time when he first had those dreams. The thirty-seventh chapter of Genesis tells us: “Joseph, when seventeen years of age, was pasturing the flock with his brothers while he was still a youth, along with the sons of Bilhah and the sons of Zilpah, his father’s wives. And Joseph brought back a bad report about them to their father” (Genesis 37:2). 




Of course, this may well indicate a measure of naivety or precociousness. Did he really think this information would endear him to his older brothers? On the other hand, he did bear faithful witness to God’s revealed truth, undaunted by the fact that it contributed to pre-existing family tensions. 




I salute a teenager I know like that in the Philippines. He’s been through the same kind of experience. His family worship ancestral spirits, but he’s experienced God speaking to him through the Bible. He’s shared the Good News of Christianity from the Bible faithfully with his father, and he’s been rejected for it, and thrown out onto the streets. I pray that, like Joseph, the truth God’s revealed to him early in life will set the direction of his whole life until Jesus comes. And I’ve never forgotten a young believer I met years ago in India. He came from a Hindu family before finding forgiveness for all his sins through the cross of Christ. When his father died, he was asked to carry a blazing torch to ignite his father’s funeral pyre. He respectfully begged to be excused, saying he was already carrying a cross for Jesus. What these two young disciples have in common is their fidelity in witnessing to God’s revealed truth in the Bible, and to following the Lord Jesus Christ.




What about us? Are we prepared to stand up to witness for a particular truth of God’s Word which we know will be unpopular in a given setting or with a specific group of people? It’s tempting to water it down or speak it softly or talk about a different topic whenever we suspect there will be no favourable response. We’re stewards of God’s Word, and it’s required in stewards that they’re found to be faithful.




We’ve been thinking of Joseph in his parental home, growing up as a youth. This study has drawn attention to his fidelity. He kept faith with the content of the dreams he received, and so with the word of God to him. What’s more he was a faithful witness to the content of that revelation from God. This is the first of five homes or houses with which Joseph, in his life, was associated. From each, we hope to learn one vital home truth. In this instance – in his parents, house – Joseph models fidelity. Let’s learn with him this vital home truth for followers of Christ.
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  Potiphar’s House: The Test of Purity

  
  




A Swiss lady once advertised for a chauffeur and received three applicants for the job. She interviewed them individually, each time asking the same question: “How close to a precipice could you drive and still be safe?” The first assured her that he could come within 15 centimeters in complete safety. The second applicant boasted that he could let his outer wheel run on the edge and she’d still have nothing to worry about. The third and last candidate admitted that he didn’t know, but that he’d simply prefer to keep as far away as possible. Needless to say, he got the job! 




Back again with Joseph – we said he was an unlikely candidate for success – were it not for the fact that the great secret of his life was: the Lord was with him. Sensing God with him, gave Joseph the motivation to stay pure – and that’s what this study will major on.  We’ve already remembered Joseph in his parental home, growing up as a youth. It was a study that drew our attention to his fidelity. He kept faith with the content of the dreams he received, and so with the word of God to him. What’s more he was a faithful witness to the content of that revelation from God. In this second study, we come to the second of the five homes or houses with which Joseph, in his life, was associated. From each, our aim is to learn one vital ‘home’ truth. 




Let’s recap where we’re up to in the Joseph story. Fake news is a big concern that trends today. But it’s not new. Joseph’s father had been on the receiving end of the fake news that his favourite son, Joseph, was dead, killed by some wild animal. The reality was that Joseph, after he’d been betrayed by his jealous older brothers who’d faked his death and sold him into a life of slavery in Egypt – Joseph found himself the unwilling object of the sexual advances of his boss’s wife. In that situation, Joseph models for us how - in the case of temptation – like an infection - prevention or avoidance is the best strategy. We read:


“Now Joseph had been taken down to Egypt; and Potiphar, an Egyptian officer of Pharaoh, the captain of the bodyguard, bought him from the Ishmaelites, who had taken him down there. The LORD was with Joseph, so he became a successful man. And he was in the house of his master, the Egyptian.  Now his master saw that the LORD was with him and how the LORD caused all that he did to prosper in his hand” (Genesis 39:1-3).




It would appear that Joseph was conscious of God’s presence, as with king David who wrote in his (16th) Psalm, “I saw the Lord always in my presence.” What difference would it make to our television viewing and Internet browsing if we were acutely aware of the Lord being there with us, and exposed to all that we were viewing? That’s the first point we pick up from Joseph’s defence against temptation – the need to be alive to the presence of the Lord always in our lives. Let’s continue:


“So Joseph found favor in his sight and became his personal servant; and he made him overseer over his house, and all that he owned he put in his charge. It came about that from the time he made him overseer in his house and over all that he owned, the LORD blessed the Egyptian’s house on account of Joseph; thus the LORD’s blessing was upon all that he owned, in the house and in the field. So he left everything he owned in Joseph’s charge; and with him there he did not concern himself with anything except the food which he ate. 




Now Joseph was handsome in form and appearance. It came about after these events that his master’s wife looked with desire at Joseph, and she said, “Lie with me.” But he refused and said to his master’s wife, “Behold, with me here, my master does not concern himself with anything in the house, and he has put all that he owns in my charge. “There is no one greater in this house than I, and he has withheld nothing from me except you, because you are his wife. How then could I do this great evil and sin against God?” As she spoke to Joseph day after day, he did not listen to her to lie beside her or be with her” (Genesis 39:4-10). 




This is where we interrupt again to make sure we pick up the second point. The woman persisted in her advances and sexual harassment. Think of how Joseph is away from home and parental influence. Misfortune has befallen him, and he could think he’d nothing to lose, nor to live for anyway. But Joseph had made the principles of his previous home-life his very own. He chose to continue to live by them. We were saying how his boss’s wife persisted in her advances and sexual harassment. The media these days regularly reports on businesses and even industries where individuals face regular sexual harassment. Joseph had his strategy worked out long ago. He didn’t allow himself to be with her. He did his level best to avoid compromising situations. Today, anyone operating in a position of trust, such as a teacher or youth club leader, must adopt so-called safeguarding standards. These would include sensible working practices, for example not being alone in a room (without windows) with a student, and not offering private transport. Let’s take the next section:


“Now it happened one day that he went into the house to do his work, and none of the men of the household was there inside. She caught him by his garment, saying, “Lie with me!” And he left his garment in her hand and fled, and went outside” (Genesis 39:11-12). 




Joseph’s final strategy was: if all else fails, run! This agrees with the advice which Paul, much later, would give to Timothy (1 Timothy 6:11). When dealing with temptation and harmful desires, Paul says ‘flee from these things.’ In other words, put as much distance as you can between yourself and them. This takes us back to our opening illustration of the Swiss lady looking for a new chauffeur. In answer to her test question of how near the cliff edge he could drive and still be safe, the successful candidate had said: ‘I wouldn’t go anywhere near it! Correct answer! Also for any temptation. Joseph, then, has done everything right. He succeeds in avoiding temptation, but soon discovers there’s a price to pay:


“When she saw that he had left his garment in her hand and had fled outside, she called to the men of her household and said to them, “See, he has brought in a Hebrew to us to make sport of us; he came in to me to lie with me, and I screamed. “When he heard that I raised my voice and screamed, he left his garment beside me and fled and went outside.” So she left his garment beside her until his master came home. Then she spoke to him with these words, “The Hebrew slave, whom you brought to us, came in to me to make sport of me; and as I raised my voice and screamed, he left his garment beside me and fled outside.” 




Now when his master heard the words of his wife, which she spoke to him, saying, “This is what your slave did to me,” his anger burned. So Joseph’s master took him and put him into the jail, the place where the king’s prisoners were confined; and he was there in the jail” (Genesis 39:13-20). 




Well, we’ll leave to our next study to discover how Joseph gets on in the prison house. But what has he taught us about purity? First, try to be conscious of the Lord with us all the time, and the need to act in a way that’s consistent with our Christian identity, remembering the perfect example of our Lord’s holy life. The good preferences of our parent’s home should become the convictions of our own independent living. Second, Joseph did his best to avoid this woman, trying to make sure he was never left alone with her. But she was determined and powerful, and it was only a matter of time before she would corner him. Third, Joseph demonstrates how we need to run when it’s necessary to do so. He sacrificed his dignity to maintain his purity. 




I believe these lessons are vital, and here’s why. Surveys and research studies, primarily by the Barna Group and Covenant Eyes, reveal that pornography has invaded Christianity:


	Over 40 million Americans are regular visitors to porn sites. 

	There are around 42 million porn websites, which totals around 370 million pages of porn.

	47% of families in the United States reported that pornography is a problem in their home.

	Age eleven is the average age that a child is first exposed to porn, and 94% of children will see porn by the age of 14.

	70% of Christian youth pastors report that they have had at least one teen come to them for help in dealing with pornography in the past 12 months.

	68% of church-going men and over 50% of pastors view porn on a regular basis. Of young Christian adults 18-24 years old, 76% actively search for porn.

	59% of pastors said that married men seek their help for porn use.

	33% of women aged 25-and-under search for porn at least once per month.

	Only 13% of self-identified Christian women say they never watch porn.

	57% of pastors say porn addiction is the most damaging issue in their congregation. 




Those are devastating statistics and this is why the value of purity is such a vital home truth.  Remember Joseph. God has left us his excellent example in the Bible for such a time as this. 
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  Prison House: The Test of Humility

  
  




Joseph is the Bible teenager who was betrayed by his siblings. Sold into slavery, he next ended up as the victim of sexual harassment and false allegation in a foreign land. In Egypt, where he was traded into slavery, he seemed at first to have landed on his feet with a reasonable master. He was even given responsibility, quite extensive, in fact. All seemed to be going as well as, if not better than, might be expected. That was until his boss’s wife started showing inappropriate interest in him. 




Joseph had been raised to know the difference between right and wrong. After her advances were spurned, the boss’s wife became furious and, turning the accusation against a defenceless slave, had Joseph flung in prison where I’m sure he experienced many dark days of doubting the goodness of God – the God who had seemingly tantalised him as a teenager with the prospect of greatness.  But God shares – with us at least - the purpose behind his testing of Joseph. He shares this in Psalm 105 which informs us that the Word of God tested Joseph. The years of waiting were a test. I doubt if God ever uses anyone in a mighty way, without having first tested him or her.




I heard a poem quoted once. I think it could be an abridgement of something not necessarily of Christian origin, but altered to serve a Christian purpose. It runs like this:




When God wants to drill a man, 

And thrill a man,

And skill a man

When God wants to mold a man

To play the noblest part;

When He yearns with all His heart 

To create so great and bold a man 

That all the world shall be amazed, 

Watch His methods, watch His ways! 

How He ruthlessly perfects

Whom He royally elects!

How He hammers him and hurts him, 

And with mighty blows converts him 

Into trial shapes of clay which

Only God understands;

While his tortured heart is crying 

And he lifts beseeching hands! 

How He bends but never breaks 

When his good He undertakes; 

How He uses whom He chooses,

And which every purpose fuses him;

By every act induces him

To try His splendor out -

God knows what He’s about.




God had a part for Joseph to play, and it would be more amazing than the description lyricists have given to his so-called ‘technicolour dreamcoat’. And Joseph was no exception to the rule that to be used he would first be tested. God ruthlessly perfected him with the hammer blows of sibling betrayal, then his being traded into slavery, where he was sexually harassed and falsely accused, and now we find him flung in prison and left there: “Joseph’s master took him and put him into the jail, the place where the king’s prisoners were confined; and he was there in the jail” (Genesis 39:20). 




The nation of Israel, with its twelve tribes, would sometime later be tested by the hardships of their desert journey. It didn’t turn out too well for them, you may recall. Moses told them:


“You shall remember all the way which the LORD your God has led you in the wilderness these forty years, that He might humble you, testing you, to know what was in your heart, whether you would keep His commandments or not. He humbled you and let you be hungry, and fed you with manna which you did not know, nor did your fathers know, that He might make you understand that man does not live by bread alone, but man lives by everything that proceeds out of the mouth of the LORD” (Deuteronomy 8:3). 




David, Israel’s most famous king in history, was also someone humbled through severe trials. He was exposed for years to his predecessor’s insane jealousy. The Apostle Paul endured many forms of persecution and hardships – until he learned to be content in any circumstances and knew how to get along with humble means (Philippians 4:11,12). And there we see God’s goal: the goal of humility. God alone was to be the hero of their stories.




As Joseph’s soul went into the iron shackles of the prison; it was as if the strength of the iron went into his own soul (Psalm 105:16-24). Strength of character was built up all the while his patience was being proved through waiting for God’s unlikely promise to materialize. But the LORD was with him, in the prison as well as everywhere else. 


“Then it came about after these things, the cupbearer and the baker for the king of Egypt offended their lord, the king of Egypt. Pharaoh was furious with his two officials, the chief cupbearer and the chief baker. So he put them in confinement in the house of the captain of the bodyguard, in the jail, the same place where Joseph was imprisoned. The captain of the bodyguard put Joseph in charge of them, and he took care of them; and they were in confinement for some time. Then the cupbearer and the baker for the king of Egypt, who were confined in jail, both had a dream the same night, each man with his own dream and each dream with its own interpretation. 




When Joseph came to them in the morning and observed them, behold, they were dejected. He asked Pharaoh’s officials who were with him in confinement in his master’s house, “Why are your faces so sad today?” Then they said to him, “We have had a dream and there is no one to interpret it.” Then Joseph said to them, “Do not interpretations belong to God? Tell it to me, please.” So the chief cupbearer told his dream to Joseph, and said to him, “In my dream, behold, there was a vine in front of me; and on the vine were three branches. And as it was budding, its blossoms came out, and its clusters produced ripe grapes. Now Pharaoh’s cup was in my hand; so I took the grapes and squeezed them into Pharaoh’s cup, and I put the cup into Pharaoh’s hand.” 




Then Joseph said to him, “This is the interpretation of it: the three branches are three days; within three more days Pharaoh will lift up your head and restore you to your office; and you will put Pharaoh’s cup into his hand according to your former custom when you were his cupbearer. Only keep me in mind when it goes well with you, and please do me a kindness by mentioning me to Pharaoh and get me out of this house.  For I was in fact kidnapped from the land of the Hebrews, and even here I have done nothing that they should have put me into the dungeon.” 




Thus it came about on the third day, which was Pharaoh’s birthday, that he made a feast for all his servants; and he lifted up the head of the chief cupbearer … among his servants. He restored the chief cupbearer to his office, and he put the cup into Pharaoh’s hand; … Yet the chief cupbearer did not remember Joseph, but forgot him” (Genesis 40:1-23). 




We might think, ‘how is it possible he could fail to remember the one man who was instrumental in his own release?’ But the word isn’t used that way here or in other places in the Bible, such as when we read that God remembered Noah. You don’t think God could ever have forgotten Noah, do you? No, used like this, the word ‘remember’ means to think on a person with particular favour, and do them good. In other words, ‘forgot’ here meant ‘not to intervene on behalf of.’ Somehow, the cupbearer to the king got so distractedly busy he didn’t stop to figure out how he could actually repay Joseph.In our next study, we’ll see how Joseph’s God-given ability to interpret dreams is itself the stimulus for prodding the cupbearer into action two years further on. 




Well, in conclusion, you remember how we said that Paul learned contentment in the circumstances of trial, discovering how to get along with humble means (Philippians 4:11,12). This may be God’s goal for you right now: are you being tested so as to learn greater humility? God wants to be the hero of your story too.
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  Pharaoh’s House: The Test of Integrity in Prosperity

  
  




Well, the prison might have been a tough test of Joseph’s character, but a tougher test was still to come in the palace. If that seems hard to understand, think about this. Our faith is tested more in good times than in bad, for when life is easy, and power is at our disposal, it’s so easy to forget God and abuse any authority we may have.   According to former United States President, Abraham Lincoln, ‘nearly all men can stand adversity, but if you want to test a man’s character, give him power.’ We’re going to see Joseph tested in that way …  It was in the palace that Joseph was called upon to display the maturity that he’d gained in prison. However, before we get to that part, we first have to get Joseph out of prison! That didn’t turn out to be as easy as Joseph perhaps first thought because “the chief cupbearer did not remember Joseph, but forgot him” (Genesis 40:23). 


“Now it happened at the end of two full years that Pharaoh had a dream, and behold, he was standing by the Nile. And lo, from the Nile there came up seven cows, sleek and fat; and they grazed in the marsh grass. Then behold, seven other cows came up after them from the Nile, ugly and gaunt, and they stood by the other cows on the bank of the Nile. The ugly and gaunt cows ate up the seven sleek and fat cows. Then Pharaoh awoke” (Genesis 41:1-4).




The king of Egypt was puzzled about the meaning of this dream. Perhaps it was only now when the cupbearer saw a chance to do himself a good turn, he finally got around to doing one for Joseph. We make that suggestion because there’s more to the word ‘remember’ than first meets the eye. It conveys the notion of looking upon with favour. There was now opportunity for the cupbearer to offer advice after the king of Egypt had been troubled by this dream. 




The cupbearer was able to recommend to Pharaoh someone who he knew only too well had a proven track record in interpreting dreams – Joseph, of course. Since God was with Joseph, he was indeed able to assist the king, just as he had the cupbearer. Joseph explained the seven fat cows represented 7 years of bumper crops; but the seven lean or thin cows represented the fact that the years of plenty would be followed by years of famine. Obviously, this episode brought Joseph and his God-given abilities to the attention of the king, as by it he warned Pharaoh that a famine was coming. Who better for Pharaoh to put in charge of managing it than the young man who now stood before him?


“Now let Pharaoh look for a man discerning and wise, and set him over the land of Egypt. Let Pharaoh take action to appoint overseers in charge of the land, and let him exact a fifth of the produce of the land of Egypt in the seven years of abundance. Then let them gather all the food of these good years that are coming, and store up the grain for food in the cities under Pharaoh’s authority, and let them guard it. Let the food become as a reserve for the land for the seven years of famine which will occur in the land of Egypt, so that the land will not perish during the famine.”




Now the proposal seemed good to Pharaoh and to all his servants. Then Pharaoh said to his servants, “Can we find a man like this, in whom is a divine spirit?” So Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Since God has informed you of all this, there is no one so discerning and wise as you are. “You shall be over my house, and according to your command all my people shall do homage; only in the throne I will be greater than you.”  Pharaoh said to Joseph, “See, I have set you over all the land of Egypt” (Genesis 41:33-41). 




This same wisdom with which he’d been endowed, extended to a plan to manage the future famine that God had indicated was coming. Soon Joseph was installed as pharaoh’s deputy, the second in command of all Egypt.  


“When the seven years of plenty which had been in the land of Egypt came to an end, and the seven years of famine began to come, just as Joseph had said, then there was famine in all the lands, but in all the land of Egypt there was bread. So when all the land of Egypt was famished, the people cried out to Pharaoh for bread; and Pharaoh said to all the Egyptians, “Go to Joseph; whatever he says to you, you shall do.” When the famine was spread over all the face of the earth, then Joseph opened all the storehouses, and sold to the Egyptians; and the famine was severe in the land of Egypt. The people of all the earth came to Egypt to buy grain from Joseph, because the famine was severe in all the earth” (Genesis 41:53-57). 




We now begin to see how God was weaving the strands together. Because who should come down to Egypt to beg for bread, but his treacherous older brothers!  Without even being aware of it, they bowed down before this impressive ruler dressed in all his Egyptian finery – and so fulfilled God’s early revelation to Joseph – all without realizing it, of course, for how were they to know the splendid figure before them was their kid brother? But he knew them, that’s for sure. Time to get even? That’s how many might have thought. 




And that’s the test Joseph faced in the time of his prosperity. How many in history have used their arrival in a position of power as an opportunity to settle personal scores? But not Joseph – instead he hatched an impromptu plan to check if his brothers had learned from their earlier mistake of mistreating him. By engineering circumstances which offered the older brothers the chance to free themselves if they now abandoned Joseph’s younger brother, Benjamin, he effectively made his brothers revisit the scene of their previous crime against him. This time, they chose not to abandon Benjamin. That’s when Joseph discovers that they, too, are changed men. It was made obvious when they begin to reveal guilt and remorse for what they’d done to Joseph, and refuse to repeat the mistake with Benjamin. 




This was a very mature thing for Joseph to do. Integrity is the quality of being honest and having strong moral principles, or moral uprightness. Joseph did the right thing in reacting in this way to the opportunity which presented itself - even though he’d been greatly wronged by his brothers. Insight might bring you power, but it’s character that brings you respect. And we respect Joseph for the character he showed in a tough test. As has been famously said, ‘power tends to corrupt and absolute power corrupts absolutely’ (John Dalberg-Acton). As second only to the king of Egypt, Joseph had virtually absolute power in that land, but he demonstrates that the principles learned in his youth hadn’t been corrupted. This is a man who’s conscious that God is with him, and has been with him all the way until this point. The God whose presence had restrained him from immorality; had strengthened him in the prison; now held him back from lusting after revenge. He’s going to say it explicitly later, but we can already discern it – that Joseph senses the hand of God upon his life, and so there’s a godly integrity about his actions in Pharaoh’s house. 




We ask ourselves how would we have done? Our circumstances may be much less extreme, but is there someone who has wounded us deeply? How have we handled it? Can you, like Joseph, trust God’s sovereign hand in the midst of it? Is there someone you need to forgive?
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We left Joseph forming an impromptu plan to check if his brothers had learned from their earlier mistake of mistreating him. He had pretended not to know who they were when they arrived in Egypt looking to buy bread. Joseph now accuses them of being spies, which, of course, they vigorously deny. By this time Joseph has interrogated them concerning their family details, and by this means has assured himself his father is still alive, and all is well with his younger brother, Benjamin. Joseph maintains his act, and says he’ll believe they’re not spies if they fetch their younger brother with them next time. Meanwhile he’ll keep one of them in custody in Egypt. He’s able to hear them discussing this situation among themselves. He hears them say it’s God’s way of paying them back for their wrong treatment of Joseph. Anyway, they return to their father - and Joseph’s father - and in time they need more grain and are faced with returning to Egypt. 


“So it came about when they had finished eating the grain which they had brought from Egypt, that their father said to them, “Go back, buy us a little food.” Judah spoke to him, however, saying, “The man solemnly warned us, ‘You shall not see my face unless your brother is with you.’” … Judah said to his father Israel, “Send the lad with me and we will arise and go, that we may live and not die, we as well as you and our little ones. “I myself will be surety for him; you may hold me responsible for him. If I do not bring him back to you and set him before you, then let me bear the blame before you forever … [Jacob reluctantly says] “Take your brother also, and arise, return to the man …” (Genesis 43:2-3, 8-9).




Joseph is delighted to see them come back, and very especially to set eyes on his younger brother, Benjamin. 


“When Joseph saw Benjamin with them, he said to his house steward, “Bring the men into the house, and slay an animal and make ready; for the men are to dine with me at noon.” So the man did as Joseph said, and brought the men to Joseph’s house … As he lifted his eyes and saw his brother Benjamin, his mother’s son, he said, “Is this your youngest brother, of whom you spoke to me?” And he said, “May God be gracious to you, my son.” 




Joseph hurried out for he was deeply stirred over his brother, and he sought a place to weep; and he entered his chamber and wept there. Then he washed his face and came out; and he controlled himself and said, “Serve the meal.” … Now they were seated before him, the firstborn according to his birthright and the youngest according to his youth, and the men looked at one another in astonishment. He took portions to them from his own table, but Benjamin’s portion was five times as much as any of theirs. So they feasted and drank freely with him” (Genesis 43:16-17, 29-31,33-34). 




Now comes Joseph’s master-stroke. By engineering circumstances which offered the older brothers the chance to free themselves if they now abandoned Joseph’s younger brother, Benjamin, he effectively makes his brothers revisit the scene of their previous crime against him. This time, they choose not to abandon Benjamin. Here’s how he did it:


“Then he commanded his house steward, saying, “Fill the men’s sacks with food, as much as they can carry, and put each man’s money in the mouth of his sack. Put my cup, the silver cup, in the mouth of the sack of the youngest, and his money for the grain.” And he did as Joseph had told him. As soon as it was light, the men were sent away, they with their donkeys. They had just gone out of the city, and were not far off, when Joseph said to his house steward, “Up, follow the men; and when you overtake them, say to them, ‘Why have you repaid evil for good?” (Genesis 44:1-4).




This all happens, and the men are brought back before Joseph to stand accused of theft.


“When Judah and his brothers came to Joseph’s house, he was still there, and they fell to the ground before him. Joseph said to them, “What is this deed that you have done? … Judah said, “What can we say to my lord? What can we speak? And how can we justify ourselves? God has found out the iniquity of your servants; behold, we are my lord’s slaves, both we and the one in whose possession the cup has been found.” But he said, “Far be it from me to do this. The man in whose possession the cup has been found, he shall be my slave; but as for you, go up in peace to your father.” 




Then Judah approached him, and said, “Oh my lord, may your servant please speak a word in my lord’s ears, and do not be angry with your servant; for you are equal to Pharaoh … your servant became surety for the lad to my father, saying, ‘If I do not bring him back to you, then let me bear the blame before my father forever. Now, therefore, please let your servant remain instead of the lad a slave to my lord, and let the lad go up with his brothers” (Genesis 44:14-18, 32-33).




That’s when Joseph discovers that they, too, are changed men. It began to be obvious when he’d overheard them talk of their guilt and remorse for what they’d done to him, and was now complete when they refused to repeat the mistake with Benjamin. Joseph has engineered circumstances which offer the older brothers the chance to free themselves if they now abandon his younger brother, Benjamin. In a real sense, he’s made them revisit the scene of their previous crime against him. Only, this time, they choose not to abandon Benjamin.


“Then Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph! Is my father still alive?” But his brothers could not answer him, for they were dismayed at his presence. Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Please come closer to me.” And they came closer. And he said, “I am your brother Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. Now do not be grieved or angry with yourselves, because you sold me here, for God sent me before you to preserve life. For the famine has been in the land these two years, and there are still five years in which there will be neither plowing nor harvesting … “Now, therefore, it was not you who sent me here, but God; and He has made me a father to Pharaoh and lord of all his household and ruler over all the land of Egypt” (Genesis 45:3-6,8). 




When Joseph discloses his identity to his brothers it’s after he’s found it in his heart to forgive them. Then, and only then, Joseph discloses his identity to them – and forgives them freely. With mature insight into the ways of God – the product of those prison years when God’s Word tested him – he’s able to assure them that God was behind, and over, everything that’d happened in order to work out his much bigger plans. In the New Testament, we’re told to:


“… put on the new self who is being renewed to a true knowledge according to the image of the One who created him - a renewal in which there is no distinction between Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave and freeman, but Christ is all, and in all. So, as those who have been chosen of God, holy and beloved, put on a heart of compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience; bearing with one another, and forgiving each other, whoever has a complaint against anyone; just as the Lord forgave you, so also should you” (Colossians 3:10-13). 




The Apostle Paul has earlier said: “Therefore if you have been raised up with Christ, keep seeking the things above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God … For you have died and your life is hidden with Christ in God” (Colossians 3:1,3).Those verses talk about each true Christian’s identity. We’re spiritually united with Christ in his death and resurrection. We’re called upon here to live out this new identity. Notice that immediately after our identity is disclosed here, we’re called upon to be as forgiving with each other as Christ has been with us. May Joseph’s life story help us learn the same lesson.







  Appendix 1: Pharaohs of the Monarchy Period



Egypt is mentioned 291 times in the Pentateuch (the first five books of the Bible) and 79 times in the book of Genesis alone. Yet, the actual names of the pharaohs are never stated in those books.  Later, the names of five pharaohs are given during the times of the kings of Israel and Judah. We read about Pharaohs Shishak/Shoshenq 1 (1 Kings 11:40; 2 Chronicles 12:2), Tirhakah/Taharqa (2 Kings 19:9; Isaiah 37:9), Hophra/Apries (Jeremiah 44.30), Neco/Necho II (2 Kings 23:29; 2 Chronicles 35:20; Jeremiah 46:2), and So/Osorkon IV (2 Kings 17:4).




Each of these pharaohs can be attested to by Egyptian monuments and artefacts and their placement in ancient Egyptian history also fits the biblical timeline. We’ve already taken a look at Shishak or Shoshenq I and seen just how well Egyptian dates fit with biblical dates. Next, we come to Tirhakah or Taharqa (d. 664 BC; Is.37:9; 2 Kin 19:9).




While Hezekiah was seeking assistance from the prophet Isaiah and offering up his own prayers against the Babylonian threat, his enemy, Sennacherib, was informed of an additional threat against him. Perhaps his boast that the Egyptians would not be able to help Judah (2 Kings 18:21) was a bit premature. “Now the king heard concerning Tirhakah king of Cush, “Behold, he has set out to fight against you” (2 Kings 19:9).

[image: Image]

Cush was the nation just south of Egypt, in the region of Nubia, or modern Sudan. At this time in history, the Cushites had taken control of Egypt, or at least part of it—becoming the pharaohs of the 25th dynasty. Eventually, Tirhakah himself became Pharaoh. Tirhakah (also spelled Taharqa) had double cobras on his crown, representing his rule over both nations—Egypt and Cush together.




In his Annals, Sennacherib also mentions that, during this military campaign (his third), he battled against the combined forces of Egypt and Cush. He claimed that the inhabitants of the Philistine city of Ekron, who were in league with Hezekiah, … formed a confederation with the kings of Egypt (and) the archers, chariots, (and) horses of the king of the land Meluḫḫa [Cush], forces without number, and they came to their aid. In the plain of the city Eltekeh, they sharpened their weapons while drawing up in battleline before me. With the support of the god Aššur, my lord, I fought with them and defeated them. In the thick of battle, I captured alive the Egyptian charioteers and princes, together with the charioteers of the king of the land Meluḫḫa.3 Despite some interpretive challenges, what the Bible says about the participation of Egypt and Cush in this conflict is consistent with the testimony of other ancient sources.




Next, we come to Hophra (d.570 BC; Jeremiah 44:30). “Thus says the LORD, Behold, I will give Pharaoh Hophra king of Egypt into the hand of his enemies and into the hand of those who seek his life, as I gave Zedekiah king of Judah into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, who was his enemy and sought his life.” (Jeremiah  44:30) Pharaoh Hophra (his Hebrew name), is better known as Apries (his Greek name) or Wahibre Haaibre (his Egyptian names). Hophra was the fourth pharaoh of the 26th Dynasty, the grandson of Necho II. When his father died in 589 BC, Hophra ascended the throne and reigned until he was deposed, and ultimately killed, in military revolt in 570 BC.




Hophra’s reign was occupied with countering the growing Babylonian threat after Egypt’s former ally, Assyria, had seen her might all but fade away. He seems to have joined a coalition of nations that resisted Babylonian expansion, a group that included Judah, and Phoenicia. For example, when Nebuchadnezzar swept down on the west to subdue and control these nations, he was unable to conquer the Phoenician city of Tyre because it was being supplied from the sea by Hophra’s fleet.




Hophra’s resistance to Babylonian rule likely drove most of his military campaigns. This is consistent with the geopolitical description of Babylon’s growing threat recorded in the Bible (2 Kings 24; Jeremiah 52). Hophra and Zedekiah, King of Judah were both contemporaries and allies. Zedekiah had been placed on the throne in 597 BC by King Nebuchadnezzar and had sworn loyalty to his Babylonian overlord (2 Kings 24:15-17). However, in 590 BC, Zedekiah violated his oath, revolted against Babylonian rule, and sought help from Egypt against the Babylonians (see Ezekiel 17:15). Nebuchadnezzar responded by attacking Jerusalem in 589 BC, the year Hophra ascended the throne.




Hophra’s army marched east to Zedekiah’s aid: Nebuchadnezzar temporarily withdrew from attacking Jerusalem to confront the Egyptian threat (Jeremiah 37:5-8). Donald Redman explains the outcome: “The Babylonian forces quickly withdrew from Jerusalem and sped westward into the coastal plain. Their march was apparently so swift and their front so intimidating that Apries [Hophra] with the limited number of troops he had brought saw neither the opportunity of marching up-country to Jerusalem nor any realistic chance of overcoming the enemy in an open battle. Ignominiously the Egyptians withdrew.” Nebuchadnezzar returned to Jerusalem, Zedekiah was captured trying to escape, he was blinded and taken to Babylon, where he was put in prison until he died (Jeremiah 52:8-11).




And now, Necho (d.595 BC; Jeremiah 46:2; 2 Kings 23:29). The biblical “Neco, King of Egypt” is identified with Pharaoh Nekau/Necho II, one of the pharaohs of the 26th Dynasty, who ruled Egypt from ca. 610–595 BC. He is named in eight verses in Scripture, and is connected with three significant events: he defeated King Josiah of Judah at the Battle of Megiddo (2 Kings 23:28-29), he choose Eliakim as the new vassal king of Judah (2 Kings 23:34), and he was defeated by Nebuchadnezzar at the Battle of Carchemish (Jeremiah 46:2-3). Outside of these events, no other information is given in Scripture about Pharaoh Necho II. Thankfully, numerous archaeological finds help us understand his reign and his life, which in turn, helps us understand the biblical accounts better. 




Assyria had been the prevailing world power, although her dominance was beginning to fade as the neo-Babylonian empire was beginning to flex its might. Necho II maintained his loyalty to the Assyrian kingdom.  In addition, he appears to have had grandiose designs, as did the Pharaohs of old.




“In his [King Josiah’s] days Pharaoh Neco king of Egypt went up to the king of Assyria to the river Euphrates. King Josiah went to meet him, and Pharaoh Neco killed him at Megiddo, as soon as he saw him” (2 Kings 23:29). 




In 609 BC, the Babylonians marched on Haran, and Necho, king of Egypt attempted to come to the aid of Assyria.  Josiah, king of Judah attempted to intervene to stop Necho and met him at Megiddo.  Why did Josiah rush to battle? Judah had perceived itself as sharing a community of interest with Babylon in international politics. Josiah simply saw himself as an ally of the forces of right in the final destruction of Assyria. The Chronicler describes the battle of Megiddo:


After all this, when Josiah had prepared the temple, Neco king of Egypt went up to fight at Carchemish on the Euphrates, and Josiah went out to meet him. But he sent envoys to him, saying, “What have we to do with each other, king of Judah? I am not coming against you this day, but against the house with which I am at war. And God has commanded me to hurry. Cease opposing God, who is with me, lest he destroy you.” 




Nevertheless, Josiah did not turn away from him, but disguised himself in order to fight with him. He did not listen to the words of Neco from the mouth of God, but came to fight in the plain of Megiddo. And the archers shot King Josiah. And the king said to his servants, “Take me away, for I am badly wounded.”  So his servants took him out of the chariot and carried him in his second chariot and brought him to Jerusalem. And he died and was buried in the tombs of his fathers. All Judah and Jerusalem mourned for Josiah (2 Chronicles 35:20-24).




Egypt continued north to assist the Assyrians against the Babylonians, who by this time had taken Haran.  The Baylonian Chronicle (BM 21901) for the years 616-609 records: “Seventeenth year[609 BC]: in the month of Du’uzu, Ashuruballit, king of Assyria, and a large army of Egypt [the forces of Necho II] crossed the river [Euphrates] and marched on to conquer Harran. [His army] entered it, but the garrison which the king of Akkad [Nabopolassar] had left there killed [defeated] them and so he encamped against Harran.  Till the month of Ululu he made attacks against the town. Nothing, however, did he achieve and they returned [to Carchemish].”




The Egyptians and Assyrians were unsuccessful in taking the city and Necho returned to Egypt. On the way, he stopped at Jerusalem to depose Jehoahaz, the son of Josiah whom the people had made king, in order to install his own choice on the throne.  “And Pharaoh Neco made Eliakim the son of Josiah king in the place of Josiah his father, and changed his name to Jehoiakim. But he took Jehoahaz away, and he came to Egypt and died there.”  (2 Kings 23:34)   Thus, Necho established Egyptian control of Judah, and no doubt, received tribute from his new vassal state.




Despite his ambitious building campaigns and his military victories, it appears that Necho II may have been best remembered for his defeat at the hands of the Babylonians at the Battle of Carchemish. 




Finally, we come to Osorkon IV (d. 716 BC; 2 Kings 17:4). “But the king of Assyria found treachery in Hoshea, for he had sent messengers to So, king of Egypt, and offered no tribute to the king of Assyria, as he had done year by year. Therefore the king of Assyria shut him up and bound him in prison” (2 Kings 17:4). Hoshea was the last ruler of the northern kingdom of Israel, ruling from ca. 732-723 BC. He initially paid tribute to Shalmaneser V (2 Kings 17:3) before rebelling against his Assyrian overlord by turning to So, king of Egypt. Who was this enigmatic Egyptian pharaoh?




No pharaoh is known by this name in Egyptian history, although rulers sometimes had multiple names. One of the things making “So, king of Egypt” so difficult to identify is fact that Egypt was ruled by multiple rival kings at this period in history. Egyptologist, Kenneth Kitchen, writes, “So is a perfectly feasible abbreviation for (O)so(rkon). There is no valid excuse for taking So as anything other than Osorkon IV, in terms of our present knowledge.”




Osorkon IV was the last king of the 22nd Dynasty, ruling from ca. 730-715 BC. He reigned over the region surrounding Bubastis and Tanis in the eastern Nile Delta. Of the Egyptian Pharaoh’s mentioned in the Bible, So, king of Egypt, is the most difficult to identify. Kitchen’s identification of So as Osorkon IV is logical and compelling, yet not conclusive. While relatively little is known about his reign, what is known is consistent with his brief appearance in the Bible. Osorkon IV was the closest Egyptian ruler to Hoshea, and was known to have come to the defense of other kings in the Levant when threatened by the Assyrians. If the identification of Osorkon IV as So, king of Egypt is correct, it is ironic the Israelite king depended on a “broken reed” as Egyptian kings were sometimes called (Isaiah 36:6) rather than on Yahweh, their God.4 







  Appendix 2: Pharaohs of the Intertestamental Period



Daniel Chapter 11 verses 3 to 35 is one of the most detailed prophetic passages in the Bible. With a little historical knowledge, it can easily be understood. The chapter is loaded with prophecies about the time between the Old and New Testaments.




Verse 3: “A mighty king will arise, and he will rule with great authority and do as he pleases.”




At the close of the Old Testament, the Persian Empire ruled over Israel in Egypt. When the Greek ruler Alexander the Great arose he swiftly conquered the territory controlled by the Persians.




Verse 4: “But as soon as he has arisen, his kingdom will be broken up and parceled out toward the four points of the compass, though not to his own descendants, nor according to his authority which he wielded, because his sovereignty will be removed and given to others besides them.” 




Alexander the Great died at the age of 32, leaving no heir. His Kingdom was divided up among his generals who fought for control of its different regions. But the two major powers eventually emerged as Ptolemy who ruled Egypt and Seleucus who ruled Syria. These two founded dynasties (the Ptolemies and the Seleucids) that continued to vie for power over centuries. Israel was situated between these two kingdoms. Daniel 11 describes the interactions between ‘the king of the South’, the Ptolemaic kings, and ‘the king of the north’, the various Seleucid kings, and how this affected Israel.




Verse 5: “Then the king of the South will grow strong, along with one of his princes who will gain ascendancy over him and rule; his domain will be a great realm indeed.”




One of the successor generals was Ptolemy I Soter. In 323 BC, he became satrap of Egypt and took the title king. In 321 BC, Seleucus I Nicator became satrap of Babylon. He was attacked by another of the generals and fled to Egypt, where Ptolemy made him a general in his army. Later Seleucus regained control of his former territory plus that which had been conquered by his overcomer, eventually ruling over a greater Kingdom than Ptolemy.




Verse 6: “And after some years they will form an alliance, and the daughter of the king of the South will come to the king of the North to reach an agreement. But she will not keep her position of power, nor will he remain with his power, but she will be given up, along with those who brought her in and the one who fathered her as well as he who supported her in those times.”




This king of the South is Ptolemy II Philadelphus. From 260 to 253 BC, the Seleucid and Ptolemaic empires fought the second Syrian war. At its conclusion, Ptolemy II made a peace treaty with Antiochus II Theos, which was sealed with a marriage. Antiochus II divorced his wife Laodice I to marry Ptolemy’s daughter, Berenice Phernephorus. Ptolemy II died in 246 BC, and soon Antiochus took Laodice back, sending Berenice home to Egypt. Not satisfied, Laodice then poisoned her husband Antiochus and proceeded to kill Berenice and her child and her attendants, in order to secure her own son’s accession to the throne.




Verses 7&8: “But one of the descendants of her line will arise in his place, and he will come against their army and enter the fortress of the king of the North, and he will deal with them and prevail. And he will also take into captivity to Egypt their gods with their cast metal images and their precious vessels of silver and gold, and he on his part will refrain from attacking the king of the North for some years.”




Berenice’s brother, Ptolemy III took the throne after their father passed away. To avenge his sister’s honour, Ptolemy III invaded Syria, initiating the third Syrian war. He conquered the fortified port called Seleucia near the capital city of Antioch and he executed Laodice. In 242 BC, the son of Antiochus Theos and Laodice, Seleucus II Callinicus, struck back, attempting to invade Egypt. But he was unsuccessful. The reign of Seleucus II ended in 225 BC when he died, falling off his horse.




Verse 10: “And his sons will mobilize and assemble a multitude of great forces; and one of them will keep on coming and overflow and pass through, so that he may again wage war up to his fortress.”




Seleucus II was succeeded by his son, Seleucus III, but he reigned only three years before he was murdered in 223 BC. Seleucus III was succeeded by his brother Antiochus III the Great who initiated the 4th Syrian war from 219 to 217 BC. When Ptolemy IV Philopater was on the throne in Egypt, Antiochus regained control of much of Palestine bringing the battle down to the border of Egypt or Raffia.




Verse 11: “And the king of the South will be enraged and go out and fight with the king of the North. Then the latter will raise a great multitude, but that multitude will be handed over to the former.”




At the battle of Raphia, a Greek historian Polybius reported that Antiochus had 62,000 infantry, 6000 cavalry, and 102 war elephants (Histories 5.79). Yet Ptolemy had an army to match, and he gained at decisive victory.




Verse 12: “When the multitude is carried away, his heart will be haughty, and he will cause tens of thousands to fall; yet he will not prevail.”




Ptolemy IV took back control of Palestine and southern Syria, but did not press his advantage and made peace with Antiochus III. Returning to Egypt, Ptolemy IV “abandoned all noble pursuits and gave himself up to the life of debauchery.”5  Many of his own subjects in Upper Egypt rebelled and, although he attempted to quell the rebellion, they gained an independence which lasted 20 years.




Verse 13-16: “For the king of the North will again raise a greater multitude than the former, and after an interval of some years he will press on with a great army and much equipment. “Now in those times many will rise up against the king of the South; the violent ones among your people will also raise themselves up to fulfill the vision, but they will fall down. Then the king of the North will come, pile up an assault ramp, and capture a well-fortified city; and the forces of the South will not stand their ground, not even their choicest troops, for there will be no strength to make a stand. But he who comes against him will do as he pleases, and no one will be able to withstand him; he will also stay for a time in the Beautiful Land, with destruction in his hand.”




Ptolemy IV died in 204 BC and was succeeded by his infant son, Ptolemy V Epiphanes. Seeing a new opportunity, Antiochus III once again advanced into Syria and Palestine, seizing control from the young Ptolemy V in the 5th Syrian war (202 – 195 BC). The Egyptian forces were defeated at Paneas (Caesarea Philippi). They retreated to the coastal city of Sidon, which the Seulucids besieged until the Egyptians were forced to surrender due to starvation.




Verse 17: “And he will set his mind on coming with the power of his entire kingdom, bringing with him a proposal of peace which he will put into effect; he will also give him the daughter of women to ruin it. But she will not take a stand for him or be on his side.”




Not wanting to antagonize Rome, Antiochus III chose not to invade Egypt. Instead, he made a treaty with Ptolemy V in 195 BC and gave him his daughter Cleopatra I Syra in marriage. (The famous Cleopatra is number VII). Antiochus apparently hoped his daughter would undermine Ptolemy’s kingdom from within, but she turned out to be fiercely loyal to her husband, even supporting a treaty between Egypt and Rome which disfavoured her father.




Verse 18: “Then he will turn his face to the coastlands and capture many. But a commander will put a stop to his taunting against him; moreover, he will repay him for his taunting.”




Despite his treaty, Antiochus III began to conquer Egypt-controlled territory along the coast of Asia Minor as well as parts of Macedonia. He then invaded Greece, ignoring the warning from Rome against this. The Romans defeated Antiochus at Thermopylae in 191 BC and then again decisively at Magnesia the next year. Antiochus became a vassal to Rome. Desperate to pay the required tribute, he tried to plunder a temple of Zeus and Bel in Elam, but the local population rose up to defend it and killed him.




Verse 20: “Then in his place one will arise who will allow an oppressor to pass through the Jewel of his kingdom; yet within a few days he will be broken, though not in anger nor in battle.”




Seleucid IV Philopator succeeded his father. Because he inherited a large debt still owed to the Romans, he sent Heliodorus to seize wealth from the treasury of the temple in Jerusalem. 2 Maccabees 3 claims Heliodorus was rebuffed by divine intervention and he left empty-handed. Upon his return, Heliodorus poisoned Seleucus IV, who died in 175 BC.




Verse 21: “And in his place a despicable person will arise, on whom the majesty of kingship has not been conferred; but he will come in a time of tranquility and seize the kingdom by intrigue.”




This is a reference to Seleucus’ brother Antiochus IV Epiphanes, but verses 21 and following could have some kind of additional future fulfilment as well. Our focus will be on the historical events which fit well with Daniel’s prophecy. Antiochus IV Epiphanes was not in a position to inherit the throne, but he gained the Kingdom through intrigue. He assassinated Heliodorus and an infant son of Seleucus and became king in 175 BC.




Verse 22: “And the overflowing forces will be flooded away from him and smashed, and also the prince of the covenant.”




The prince of the covenant is likely the devout high priest Onias III. Antiochus accepted a bribe from Onias’ brother Jason to depose Onias and make Jason high priest instead. In 171 BC, Menelaus pledged an even higher sum, so Antiochus gave him the high priesthood even though he was not a member of the high priestly family. Menelaus had Onias assassinated.




Verse 23, 24: “After an alliance is made with him he will practice deception, and he will go up and gain power with a small force of people. In a time of tranquility he will enter the richest parts of the realm, and he will accomplish what his fathers did not, nor his ancestors; he will distribute plunder, spoils, and possessions among them, and he will devise his schemes against strongholds, but only for a time.”




Ancient historians tell of Antiochus IV making treaties and breaking them whenever it suited him. He also gratuitously distributed wealth and gifts in order to gain favour.




Verse 25, 26: “And he will stir up his strength and courage against the king of the South with a large army; so the king of the South will mobilize an extremely large and mighty army for war; but he will not stand, because schemes will be devised against him. Those who eat his choice food will destroy him, and his army will overflow, but many will fall down slain.”




After Ptolemy VI Philometor became king of Egypt, the 6th Syrian war broke out (171 to 168 BC). Antiochus learned of Ptolemy’s plans to take back Palestine, and he pre-emptively marched against Egypt. Antiochus captured Ptolemy and conquered most of Egypt, but not Alexandria. There, the city leaders declared Ptolemy’s younger brother, Ptolemy VIII Physcon to be king.




Verse 27: “As for both kings, their hearts will be intent on evil, and they will speak lies to each other at the same table; but it will not succeed, because the end is still to come at the appointed time.”




Antiochus feigned support for Ptolemy VI Philometor’s rightful claim to the throne, and they made an alliance. Antiochus set him up in Memphis as a rival king to his brother. Yet neither intended to abide by the agreement. Both wanted sole control of Egypt, and the alliance quickly fell apart when Ptolemy VI reconciled with his brother Ptolemy VIII through their sister Cleopatra II. For a time, all three ruled Egypt jointly.




Verse 28: “Then he will return to his land with much plunder; but his heart will be set against the holy covenant, and he will take action and then return to his own land.”




Meanwhile, on his way back to Syria in 169 BC, Antiochus IV stopped by Jerusalem with his army and plundered the temple as described in I Maccabees I and 2 Maccabees 5.




Verse 29, 30: “At the appointed time he will return and come into the South, but this last time it will not turn out the way it did before. For ships of Kittim will come against him; therefore he will withdraw in fear and will return and curse the holy covenant and take action; so he will come back and pay attention to those who abandon the holy covenant.”




Since the Ptolemy brothers were no longer serving Antiochus’ purposes by battling each other, in 168 BC Antiochus invaded Egypt a second time. When Antiochus was besieging Alexandria, a Roman fleet intervened and forced him to withdraw. (‘Kittim’ refers to the lands northwest of Israel connected to the Mediterranean). Antiochus was infuriated but conceded defeat and left for home. In 168 or 167 BC, Antiochus attacked Jerusalem and began his persecution of the Jewish people. He demanded that they be Hellenized, outlawing Jewish religious practices such as circumcision, feasts, sabbaths and sacrifices on penalty of death.




Verse 31: “Forces from him will arise, desecrate the sanctuary fortress, and do away with the regular sacrifice. And they will set up the abomination of desolation.”




1 Maccabees 1 & 2 Maccabees 6 describe how this happened. Antiochus offered unclean sacrifices, probably pigs, on the altar and set up a statue of Zeus in the temple. In Matthew 24:15, Jesus makes reference to this verse as well.




Verse 32-35: “And by smooth words he will turn to godlessness those who act wickedly toward the covenant, but the people who know their God will be strong and take action. And those who have insight among the people will give understanding to the many; yet they will fall by sword and by flame, by captivity and by plunder for many days. Now when they fall they will be granted a little help, and many will join with them in hypocrisy. And some of those who have insight will fall, to refine, purge, and cleanse them until the end time; because it is still to come at the appointed time.”




Many Jews resisted Antiochus’ demands, and some paid with their lives. A man named Mattathias and his sons, particularly Judah Maccabee, led a revolt against Antiochus IV and the Jews who had abandoned God’s law and become Hellenized. They eventually secured independence around 110 BC, but Israel was conquered again by the Romans in 63 BC, setting the stage for the arrival of Israel’s Messiah.6 
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            The consideration of whether it could be true that everything is meaningless is not a consideration we expect to find arising from within a biblical worldview, where God is accepted as existing and giving meaning and purpose to human existence. But the curious thing – at least at first sight – is that one entire book in the Bible is devoted to exploring whether or not everything is meaningless. Why should this be the case? Brian Johnston gives the answer.
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            The apostle Paul talks about being “struck down” (2 Corinthians 4:9). He goes on to make it clear that he was down, but not out. But, sadly, for many today the ‘knock-out’ rate is high. What are those ‘hooks’ that leave many sprawling on the canvas? They are the same ones that godly people have been experiencing since Bible times. This book attempts to bring together some of the notable ‘sucker punches’ that often get thrown at Christians - discouragement, guilt, failure, anxiety, distraction, lust, anger, pride, doubts, greed, divisions and disappointments. It aims to help us to draw on the resource of the Bible’s guidance to enable us to keep our guard up.
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            To be credible, any worldview must answer four questions - about our origins, our morality, our (life’s) meaning, and our destiny. When Brian’s daily Bible readings took him to Isaiah 37-47, he found the Biblical worldview does just that in an impressive declaration and demonstration of the sovereignty of God. That’s what led to the writing of this book, which along the way seeks to answer some important questions that have puzzled people for centuries:




What does the Bible categorically say about human origins? Does God change his mind? Why did God order the killing of peoples in the Old Testament? Has Israel been left out of God’s purposes? Why bother praying? Was Jesus’ crucifixion simply a terrible accident? Does God decide who is saved and who isn’t? What are God’s purposes in the end times? Does man have free will? Do the sign gifts operate today in God’s purposes?
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