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Foreword

“They said to one another, ‘Were our hearts not burning within us
when He was speaking to us on the road, while He was explaining
the Scriptures to us?’” (Lk.24:27:32)
Burning hearts! The inevitable result of having the Bible explained to
us such that it all begins to make sense and the person and work of
Christ, its central character, comes into sharper focus. The author used
to think it would be wonderful to know what Old Testament incidents,
symbols and themes, the Lord had unpacked for them. He then came
to think it may actually be possible to reconstruct something of that
wayside sermon given that day by our freshly resurrected Lord. And
the way to do it seems obvious now. Would they not be the same things
that he and his Apostles spoke about: things that were later recorded
and expounded in the New Testament? This book is the result of that
thought process and picks up on these themes using as near as possible
the order in which we encounter them in the Old Testament.

iv

Preface

As you read this book you will find many Bible texts appear in upper case
lettering. This is because, for the most part, the New American Standard
(NASB) version of the Bible is being used, and the translators of this
version use the convention that when the New Testament features a
quotation from the Old Testament, this is marked by the use of capitals.
It seems worth mentioning that feature in the case of this book because
there are very many of these occurrences. The reason for the number of
these, of course, is due to the theme of the book being one of tracing Old
Testament allusions to Christ; with these being identified by observing
where the New Testament quotes the Old in relation to the person or
work of Christ.

v

1

Born of a Woman (Gal.4:4)

W

e have hopefully all enjoyed Bible teaching that has thrilled
our hearts as well as enlarging our minds. That may give
us a little insight into what it must have felt like for two
depressed disciples trudging wearily away from Jerusalem on the third
day after Jesus’ crucifixion. A stranger, who unknown to them was in
fact Jesus, had become their walking companion. As they walked, they
talked – or rather he did, for we read:
“Then beginning with Moses and with all the Prophets, He explained to them
the things written about Himself in all the Scriptures. And they approached
the village where they were going, and He gave the impression that He was
going farther. And so they strongly urged Him, saying, “Stay with us, for it
is getting toward evening, and the day is now nearly over.” So He went in to
stay with them. And it came about, when He had reclined at the table with
them, that He took the bread and blessed it, and He broke it and began giving
it to them. And then their eyes were opened and they recognized Him; and
He vanished from their sight. They said to one another, “Were our hearts not
burning within us when He was speaking to us on the road, while He was
explaining the Scriptures to us?” (Lk.24:27:32).
1
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Burning hearts! The inevitable result of having the Bible explained
to us such that it all begins to make sense and the person and work
of Christ, its central character, comes into sharper focus. I used to
think it would be wonderful to know what Old Testament incidents,
symbols and themes, the Lord had unpacked for them. Then from a seed
sown by browsing a daily devotional reading, I’ve come to think it may
actually be possible to reconstruct something of that wayside sermon
given that day by our freshly resurrected Lord. And the way to do it
seems obvious now. Would they not be the same things that he and his
Apostles spoke about: things that were later recorded and expounded in
the New Testament? I’ve read books that have explored the same theme
but drawn from the author’s own spiritualising of stories in the Old
Testament. I’ve found those stimulating, but ultimately you’re left with
feeling a bit unsure if it’s not all just a little subjective. I’m more satisfied
by thinking that Christ’s likely themes on that day can be reconstructed
from what was later expressed by the Spirit of Christ in bringing to us
the New Testament Scriptures.
Let’s begin reviewing these themes using as near as possible the order
in which we encounter them in the Old Testament. When the Apostle
Paul, writing to the Galatians in chapter 4, describes God sending his
son, he’s described as having been ‘born of a woman’ (Gal.4:4). This
has a disarming – and such a seemingly obvious – simplicity about
it until we remind ourselves that we’re talking about the Son of God
coming among us! This is the eternal Word becoming human flesh,
God becoming incarnate in Christ. He came to share in our flesh and
blood (Heb.2:14). The Lord didn’t bring his humanity from heaven, but
as to his human nature, he would be a descendant of Israel’s king David
(Rom.1:3). But Paul’s words ‘born of a woman’ seem to echo very closely
the first ever promise that God gave to humans concerning his already
prepared rescue plan.
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Our first parents, the original man and woman rebelled against God.
Judgement had to be pronounced, and it was. Mercifully, the sentence
when delivered came with an immediate indication of future hope. The
serpent who had deceived them would also be judged: he’d have his
head bruised by ‘the seed of the woman’ (Gen.3:15). In the last Book of
the Bible (Rev.12:9), ‘the serpent of old’ – also known as the Devil – is
someone we’re told will yet be cast down out of heaven, having already
been rendered powerless at the cross (Heb.2:14).
Satan was God’s adversary from the beginning, stopping at nothing
to corrupt the pathway leading down through the generations to the
arrival of the chosen seed who would be the Messiah or saviour. Back
in Genesis 6:4, it’s recorded that ‘the sons of God’ came and took ‘the
daughters of men’ in marriage. I’ll leave it to you to decide if these sons
of God were fallen angels but suffice it to say that I think they were.
And it was out of these strange unions that the Nephilim giants were
born. These ‘mighty men’ so corrupted humanity by their intermingling
that they provoked the Flood judgement. But at that time Noah was
found as one who would bring rest, being free from the corruption such
intermingling had brought.
Then after the Flood, as discovered by the 12 spies, evil Nephilim
giants were again found in the Promised Land (Num.13:32,33). This
was long after Abraham with only 318 men had defeated giant-killing
kings in Canaan in order to set his nephew Lot free (Gen.14:14-17).
Those defeated giants included the tall Amorites (see Amos 2:9) and the
Rephaim giants (see Deut.2:10,11), but they were still in the land during
the time of Joshua (Num.13:29, 33).
In fact, even before crossing the Jordan river, Moses with the Israelites
had overcome the king of Bashan who was listed as one of those
3
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remaining Rephaim giants whose bed was over 13 feet. And we note the
territory of his kingdom included Mt. Hermon, a mountain of Bashan
(Ps.68:15). It was to this very place that our Lord would come to confirm
his identity to his disciples and declare that his victory would be such
that the gates of Hades would be powerless against it.
At the cross, we celebrate our Lord’s victory as the seed of the woman
finally vanquishing the seed of the serpent. The Lord contended in life
with those of whom he could say ‘your father [is] the Devil’ ( Jn 8:44)
and in death we wonder what demonic forces were identified as ‘wild
bulls of Bashan,’ that place associated with ancient evil. He’d come to do
God’s will, announced as early as Eden’s Garden. Of course, he brought
a greater rest than Noah, and a greater victory than Abraham, Moses
and Joshua.
Rewinding again, to pick up the saga from after the time of Moses, we
find that Joshua and Caleb were next to do battle with the giants in the
land of Canaan. By this time, when we meet them in the Bible, they’re
mainly known as the tall Amorites, or more specifically as the sons of
Anak. Joshua defeated them in all but three Philistine cities of Gaza,
Ashdod and Gath ( Josh.11:22).
To recap, as we’ve mentioned, the story of giants starts with the
mysterious Nephilim in Genesis 6:4, who were wiped out by the flood.
However, the Nephilim are linked with the later Anakim and Rephaim
giants. Ten of the 12 Israelite spies feared going into the land of Canaan
because they saw giant Anakim there, and Numbers 13:33 says they
were classed as Nephilim. Deuteronomy 2:11 also says these same
Anakim were part of the giant group known as the Rephaim. And while
in the wilderness, Moses defeated the giant Og of Bashan, who was
one of the remaining Rephaim giants (Deut.3:11). After wandering
4
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in the wilderness for 40 years, Joshua and Caleb—the two faithful
spies—then drove out the giant Anakim from Canaan. They ’devoted’
the Anakim giants to destruction, though they left some in Philistine
territory ( Josh.11:21-22). One of those cities was Gath, from which city
Goliath later came.
Caleb took their mountain stronghold at Hebron ( Josh.14:15), something he’d wanted to do for the past 40 years. But it was left to David and
his men to destroy the very last remaining family of those same giants,
descended from the ones that escaped Joshua at Gath. Yes, Goliath was
no ordinary, random giant, but the last of a line that traces its way back
to Genesis 6:4, a long cursed line as far as the attempted frustration of
God’s purposes were concerned – purposes that were first outlined in
Genesis 3:15 in terms of the spiritual conflict between the seed of the
woman and the serpent’s seed.
The giant Goliath represented not just the Philistines, but the dreaded
Anakim—whom even Joshua couldn’t totally defeat. Goliath and his
relatives were also considered Rephaim giants or sons of Raphah. And
if these Anakim were descended from the Nephilim and if the Nephilim
were originally the children of fallen angels and women, then this would
actually make Goliath the offspring of the serpent (Gen.3:15). Goliath
also wore ‘scale armor’ (1 Sam.17:5). It does seems oddly fitting that he
came out against David with armour described as scale armour, like the
scales of a serpent. For doesn’t he appear to represent the seed of the
serpent? This was a battle between the seed of the woman, David, and
the seed of the serpent, Goliath. By defeating Goliath and his relatives,
David completed the conquest that Joshua began.
There’s no mention of giants in Scripture after the time of David.
David, representing the seed of the woman, being of the Messianic line,
5
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pictured his greater son who was coming for the ultimate showdown
that this merely prefigured. Our victorious Lord Jesus finished the
earlier work begun by Joshua, Caleb and David. Their earlier work all
left a second foe, his victory at the cross did not.

6

2

The Type of Him Who Was to Come
(Rom.5:14)

F

irst things first. Let’s begin by explaining what a ‘type’ is in
terms of the way we find that word used in Bible commentaries.
So, just what is a type? Typology involves the recognition of
recurring patterns in the course of biblical history. In the outstanding
instance of a ‘type’ anywhere in the Bible, the exodus story provided
symbolic language for Babylonian exile, as well as anticpating our
spiritual redemption. As the Israelites were redeemed or bought out of
slavery in Egypt at the time of Moses; so we were bought back to God
out of sin’s slavery through Christ’s death for us at the cross. To accept
typology like this, when it’s part of the text of Scripture, is one thing; to
search for types (or analogies) without setting sober criteria for their
recognition is quite another. We’ve all heard Bible preachers take an
Old Testament story and say ‘this speaks of that’ and ‘that speaks of
this’ while we’re left wondering afterwards what the basis was for such
seemingly fanciful associations.
Stripped back to its basics, Adam is the only person in the Bible explicitly
declared to be a ‘type’ (or in yet other words, a prophetic symbol) of
7
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Christ (v.14). The Bible’s own presentation of the grandeur of the
Gospel begins with history’s first character. Whereas Adam walked
in disobedience to the tree and his sin counted against us all; Christ
walked in perfect obedience to the tree where he took away that sin of
the world.
The doctrine of the imputation of Adam’s sin to the whole human
race means that when Adam first sinned, that sin (and its blame) was
regarded by God to be our sin as well. Adam’s sin became our sin and
his judgment became our judgment. In making those statements we’ve
just made, we’ve said something important that needs to be carefully
checked. Let’s do that now by reading from Paul’s Bible letter to the
Romans, chapter 5, starting at verse 12:
“Therefore, just as through one man sin entered into the world, and
death through sin, and so death spread to all mankind, because
all sinned - for until the Law sin was in the world, but sin is not
counted against anyone when there is no law. Nevertheless death
reigned from Adam until Moses, even over those who had not sinned
in the likeness of the violation committed by Adam, who is a type
of Him who was to come.
But the gracious gift is not like the offense. For if by the offense
of the one the many died, much more did the grace of God and
the gift by the grace of the one Man, Jesus Christ, overflow to the
many. The gift is not like that which came through the one who
sinned; for on the one hand the judgment arose from one offense,
resulting in condemnation, but on the other hand the gracious gift
arose from many offenses, resulting in justification.
For if by the offense of the one, death reigned through the one, much
8

THE TYPE OF HIM WHO WAS TO COME (ROM.5:14)

more will those who receive the abundance of grace and of the gift
of righteousness reign in life through the One, Jesus Christ. So then,
as through one offense the result was condemnation to all mankind,
so also through one act of righteousness the result was justification
of life to all mankind. For as through the one man’s disobedience
the many were made sinners, so also through the obedience of the
One the many will be made righteous. The Law came in so that the
offense would increase; but where sin increased, grace abounded
all the more, so that, as sin reigned in death, so also grace would
reign through righteousness to eternal life through Jesus Christ our
Lord” (Romans 5:12-21).
There’s a lot of detail here. Don’t worry, we’re going to take it one
verse at a time. It’s that important. Starting back again at Romans
5:12 – “Therefore, just as through one man sin entered into the world, and
death through sin, and so death spread to all mankind, because all sinned.”
Paul appears to be teaching that all sinned in Adam: because the words
‘because all sinned’ at the end appear as an echo of the earlier part
“through one man sin entered into the world.”
But for a major Bible truth, we need more than what appears to be the
case. We don’t have long to wait for vv.13-14 confirm this point we’ve
already seemed to pick up. It said: “for until the Law sin was in the world,
but sin is not counted against anyone when there is no law. Nevertheless death
reigned from Adam until Moses, even over those who had not sinned in the
likeness of the violation committed by Adam, who is a type of Him who was
to come.” By the way, notice how it’s from here we can say that Adam is
the one man we can be 100% sure of as being a type of Christ. And Paul
goes on to concede here that personal sin was prevalent in the world
before Moses (“until the Law sin was in the world”), but their personal
sins were not the ultimate reason why people died in that time period.
9
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These personal sins were not imputed to them – they were not counted
against them – and that was simply because there was as yet no law: and
“sin is not counted against anyone when there is no law.” “Nevertheless death
reigned from Adam until Moses,” the reason being that all died because all
had sinned in Adam – even although afterwards they’d not personally
“sinned in the likeness of the violation committed by Adam.”
In other words, death reigned over all humans, even over those who
didn’t sin against a known and understood law (as Adam had done).
That’s really important information: death is not first and foremost
because of our individual sinning, but because of our (corporate) union
with Adam, the federal head of the human race. His original sin was
credited to our account.
But just in case we’re still not convinced … we now come to vv.1518, and it’s there that Paul says no less than four times that “death and
condemnation” comes upon all humans because of “the one transgression
of the one man.” We’re identified with Adam such that his one sin is
regarded as our sin and we are worthy of condemnation for it. This is
the “sin of the world” that would be taken away by the Lamb of God ( Jn
1:29).
But verse 19 is the absolute clincher. “Through the one man’s disobedience the many were made sinners.” This is talking in the plainest
terms about imputation: about the fact that in God’s accounting of
it, Adam’s sin was charged against us, his descendants. Due to the sin
of Adam, due to his disobedience, we’re regarded as sinners in God’s
righteous accounting of it. [Compare the similar logic of Heb.7:10].
And so we see the amazing parallel of how whereas Adam walked in
disobedience to the tree and his sin counted against us all; Christ walked
in perfect obedience to the tree where he took away that sin of the
10

THE TYPE OF HIM WHO WAS TO COME (ROM.5:14)

world. Elsewhere in the Bible – well, in First Corinthians chapter 15
to be precise – the Apostle Paul supplies us with some more detail that
fits with Adam as a type of Christ.
We should again pause to explain that in the pattern of the types, it’s
only the identified feature that’s being compared or contrasted. We
mustn’t carry anything else over, but only the highlighted point. Take
Paul’s words in verses 21 and 22: “For since by a man death came, by a
man also came the resurrection of the dead. For as in Adam all die, so also in
Christ all will be made alive” (1 Cor.15:21,22). Whereas Adam brought
death to his race; Christ brings life (from the dead). The Bible presents
to us Adam as the head of a race of sinful men and women; and Jesus
Christ as the head of a race of renewed men and women made alive
and righteous in him. It’s when an individual is saved by God’s grace
through his or her personal faith in Christ as dying for his or her sins
on the cross, it’s then he or she passes from being ‘in Adam’ to being ‘in
Christ.’ That’s important Bible teaching – so important that the New
Testament uses the little expression ‘in Christ’ some eighty times. We’re
really meant to get this point. It’s a life-changing Bible teaching. ‘In
Christ’ means in union with Christ. When we truly register that, our
lifestyle can’t help but be transformed into expressing what it means to
be united with Christ in his death, burial, resurrection and exaltation.
This teaching based on Adam as a type of Christ is often referred to at
Christian burial services, borrowing from more words of Paul:
“So also is the resurrection of the dead. It is sown a perishable
body, it is raised an imperishable body; it is sown in dishonor, it
is raised in glory; it is sown in weakness, it is raised in power; it
is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a
natural body, there is also a spiritual body. So also it is written:
“The first man, Adam, became a living person.” The last Adam
11
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was a life-giving spirit. However, the spiritual is not first, but the
natural; then the spiritual. The first man is from the earth, earthy;
the second man is from heaven. As is the earthy one, so also are
those who are earthy; and as is the heavenly one, so also are those
who are heavenly. Just as we have borne the image of the earthy,
we will also bear the image of the heavenly” (1 Cor.15:42-49).
Hallelujah for the ‘last Adam’ who is Jesus Christ, our Lord!

12

3

The Only Begotten Son (Heb.11:17-19)

T

he Apostle Paul makes a comment on the detailed accuracy
of the Bible when he says in Galatians chapter 3 that the Old
Testament promises were related to Abraham’s ‘seed’ in the
singular (v.16). This, he pointed out, was in anticipation of one person:
that is, Christ. Matthew opens his Gospel, and among the very first
words of the New Testament, Jesus is declared to be ‘the son of Abraham.’
Abraham waited around 25 years for Isaac, the son God had promised
him. God had told Abraham that in Isaac his seed would be named
(Rom.9:7). The world waited around 2,000 years for the Messiah who
was also the promised seed and chosen son of Abraham. And so the
Gospel was preached to Abraham in that God swore to him that in him
all the families of the earth would be blessed.
This Gospel blessing would come through Jesus Christ, the son of
Abraham, as stated at the beginning of Matthew’s Gospel. And this
was Abraham who was counted righteous based on the faith he had
before he was even circumcised. One day, as Genesis chapter 22 records,
God asked Abraham to do something that must have seemed shocking:
to offer up his “only begotten son” (Heb.11:17-19). Those words come
13
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from quoting the letter to the Hebrews when it comments on Abraham
and Isaac. Abraham, great man of faith that he was, was prepared to go
through with this because he believed God could raise this ‘unique’ son
from the dead.
In the first chapter of the fourth Gospel, the Gospel by John, we twice
come across a word that’s very often translated as “only begotten.” You
find it in verses 14 and 18. For ease of reference, here they are: “And the
Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we saw His glory, glory as of
the only begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth ( Jn 1:14 – NASB).
And: “No one has seen God at any time; the only begotten God who is in the
bosom of the Father, He has explained Him” ( Jn 1:18 – NASB 1995).
Older Bible translations usually translate the relevant original Greek
word as “only begotten,” and this was based on the two parts of that
original word. The first part (mono- from μόνος) means “only” or “alone.”
They next took the second part (-genēs, taken as coming from the
verb γεννάω) as meaning “to beget,” as in a man begetting a son, as
we frequently encounter in the early chapters of the Bible in older
translations. But this always caused concerns because from the very
first verse of John’s Gospel we have it proclaimed that the Word is
eternal, already fellowshipping with the father from “in the beginning.”
Thoughtful people solved this difficulty by talking of how this must
have been an eternal begetting, without ever being able to explain what
was meant by that.
But then when we come to the second of the two mentions of “only
begotten” in John chapter one, the problem becomes even more difficult.
Remember, it talks about “the only begotten God.” How is God
“begotten?” Thankfully, scholarship has improved to the point that
the standard go-to dictionary of the meaning of Bible words (BDAG)
14
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lists two basic definitions for the word we’re considering (μονογενής).
And they are: “one and only” as well as “unique” (658). [This reflects
the same meaning for the first part of the original word; but reads the
second part (γένος) as “descendant,” “family,” “people,” or “class, kind”].
However, any idea of the meaning of a word that’s based on adding its
two parts together needs to be carefully checked over against how it
is used, in this case, in the New Testament. Words only have meaning
in relation to the other words that surround them. How, then, is this
same word used elsewhere in the New Testament of our Bible? Well,
this adjective is used a total of nine times in the New Testament, but
only in one of two major ways. First, in referring on four occasions to a
person’s only son or daughter, that is, to the child of a human (Lk.7:12,
8:42, 9:38; Heb. 11:17). The second way in which it’s used is in referring
to God’s only son, known to us through the Gospels as the man Jesus,
and all five of these uses are found in John’s Gospel (1:14, 18; 3:16, 18;
1 Jn 4:9).
The main conclusion we can draw from all this is that what all nine
uses of the word(s) “only begotten” (μονογενής) have in common is that
they’re used to refer to an only son (or daughter) of someone. In the
case of God the Father, Jesus is his “one and only,” and so, his unique
Son. One Bible expert (D.A. Carson) writes, “The underlying expression
was rendered ‘only-begotten’ Son in earlier translations, but despite the
efforts of some to restore that rendering, the NIV is a little closer to
what is meant …” (John, PNTC, 128). And it reads: “one and only son”
and so it reads even more famously in John 3:16. Finally, if we return to
the two mentions of this word in John 1, the two with which we began
in verses 14 and 18, we see that Jesus, the Word, is not only God’s ‘one
of a kind’ son, but he is none other than the “one and only God.”
15
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Now, you may think that in talking about the nine mentions of the
word we’ve been studying I’ve missed out a few other mentions of
it found outside of John’s writings. It’s true that the word ‘begotten’
applied to Jesus is found in some verses in Acts and Hebrews where the
Old Testament is being quoted from a verse in the Psalms. These are
different in that the New Testament itself simply says “You are My Son.”
Let’s take Hebrews chapter one as the example:
“When He had made purification of sins, He sat down at the right
hand of the Majesty on high, having become as much better than
the angels, as He has inherited a more excellent name than they.
For to which of the angels did He ever say, “YOU ARE MY SON,
TODAY I HAVE BEGOTTEN YOU”? And again, “I WILL BE
A FATHER TO HIM AND HE SHALL BE A SON TO ME”?
(Hebrews 1:3-5).
This really shows us the supremacy of Christ! And here we’re given
two specific reasons why he is supreme. They’re stated either side of
the claim that Christ is better than the angels – and stated in order to
support the fact of the Lord’s supremacy over the angels.
The first reason is that he’s the exalted purifier of our sins – no angel
could ever be that. And the second reason was the one about the Lord
belonging to the line of David – again something that could never be
true of any angel. Perhaps, you don’t recall our quoted verse (Heb.1:5)
talking about how Jesus was a son of king David? You may have thought
it was talking directly about Jesus being God’s son? After all, isn’t that
how he’s shown to be better than the angels – because he’s God’s son?
Well, wait a moment. Hebrews 1:5 – the verse in question – is built from
two Old Testament quotations: one from the book of Psalms and the
16
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other from the Second book of Samuel. To appreciate what it’s saying
we need to do some research on those Old Testament quotations. The
first quote comes from Psalm 2:7 where the speaker, in the first place,
historically, was some newly installed king in Jerusalem. His position
was under some threat, but he confidently says: “I will surely tell of
the decree of the LORD: He said to Me, ‘You are My Son, Today I have
begotten You” (NASB 1995).
The place to start in all Bible exposition is by researching what the
original hearers were meant to understand by it in the first place. So
let’s do that. Psalm 2 appears to have been a coronation psalm – or at
least it was used to recall and reaffirm the enthronement of the king
in Jerusalem at some point in history when surrounding nations were
flexing their muscles and wanting to rebel from being under Judean
rule. Before Solomon’s coronation, you remember, God had promised
to David concerning his son: “I will be a father to him and he will be a
son to Me” and “Your house and your kingdom shall endure before Me
forever; your throne shall be established forever” (2 Sam.7:14,16).
This is, in fact, the other Old Testament text quoted in our Hebrews
verse, and makes it very clear, specifically in the case of Solomon, that
each king belonging to David’s dynasty was viewed as God’s adopted
son. This was true in a functional sense – meaning that the earthly
king was viewed as the one charged with the same duty as God – and
that was administering rule over God’s people. This wasn’t limited
to Solomon, of course, because there’s talk of David’s throne being
established for ever. In general, the great king in heavenly Zion and
the king of David’s line in Jerusalem were viewed in such scriptures as
existing in a father-son relationship.
So, going back to Psalm 2, we shouldn’t overload it with mysticism.
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The ‘today’ it mentions is the historical coronation day of a new king
in David’s dynasty. Someone had recently ascended to the throne in
Jerusalem, and the surrounding nations were taking the opportunity to
signal that they were unhappy with imperialist Judean rule in his hands.
But at the same time, God was encouraging the king that on this, his
coronation day, he was recognising him as acting as his son! (And in
that sense was ‘begetting’ him). Of course, the greatest application of
this text is, indeed, in its application to the Lord Jesus, the Messiah. The
first church of God in Jerusalem, could see that its message was very
meaningful in terms of what had taken place at the cross (Acts 4). Two
thousand years later, we’re still praising God for his one and only son!
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Christ Our Passover (1 Cor.5:7)

I

n 1 Corinthians 5:7 the Apostle Paul says: “Christ our Passover also
has been sacrificed.” In other words, the annual celebration of the
Exodus of God’s people, Israel, when he delivered them by the
hand of Moses from slavery in Egypt was always intended to serve as a
picture of the greater deliverance won at the cross through the death of
Christ.
We may recall that every year, at Passover time, the Old Testament
Israelites were to re-enact their great escape by killing a lamb, one lamb
for every household. This celebrated the fact that they’d left Egypt after
the tenth and last plague brought on Pharaoh’s people by God. And
that plague had involved the death of every firstborn of cattle as well as
among the human families throughout the land of Egypt. The Israelite
families didn’t suffer the same loss when they followed God’s instruction
that each family should sacrifice a lamb and shelter behind its blood
when painted on their doorways overnight (Ex.12:21,22). When God’s
destroying angel went through the land of Egypt at midnight, and all
the false gods of Egypt were judged, as well as each firstborn dying, it
was then that the LORD ‘passed over’ every house with the blood of
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the lamb on its doorframe so as to prevent the destroying angel from
entering.
The judgement passed over them without touching them. God had
promised that would happen when he “saw the blood” (Ex.12:23). What
a striking statement that is! The very sight of the blood arrested the
destruction that would otherwise have befallen that family. The thrust
of the Bible in its overall message would lead us to conclude that God,
even at that time, was looking ahead to the blood of Jesus Christ his son.
That is the most arresting sight in all of history and of God’s dealings
with the human race.
This is the outstanding instance of what’s biblically called a ‘type’
anywhere in the Bible. The exodus story would come to provide
symbolic language for the later Babylonian exile of God’s people, as
well as anticipating our spiritual redemption. As the Israelites were
redeemed or bought out of slavery in Egypt at the time of Moses, so we
were bought back to God out of sin’s slavery through Christ’s death for
us at the cross.
It would repay us to familiarize ourselves again with the basic storyline
of what actually happened roughly around 1500 BC. The baby Moses
was born to Israelite slaves in the land of Egypt, ruled by the mighty
Pharaoh. In a policy to reduce their numbers, all such male slave babies
were under a death sentence. Moses was hidden by his mother down by
the edge of the river Nile, and in the providence of God, was discovered
by an Egyptian princess who took pity on the child. In fact, as some
have speculated, it’s not impossible that she interpreted this find as a
gift from the so-called Nile god (Hapi).
Whatever the case, as Moses grew up he was raised in the court of
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Pharaoh and had access to all the learning of the Egyptians; he was
trained in the best university of the greatest empire of the world of that
day. Since he’d become the adopted son of the king’s daughter, every
privilege must have been his. But his Egyptian mother had employed as
a nursemaid the child’s own birth mother. Her influence, too, wouldn’t
have been lost on her child Moses in his formative years. Then when
he came of age, at some point the realization must have dawned on him
that he was intended to be the deliverer of Israel, his people by birth. So
he went out, and ended up murdering an Egyptian and having to flee
into the wilderness. He’d alienated the palace, but still his own people
were not ready to entrust themselves to him.
Moses abandoned the land of Egypt and herded sheep for forty years
in the wilderness. Here it was that God found him and dealt with him
in the remarkable confrontation of the burning bush. God called him
back to the task he’d earlier set for himself – one for which he was
completely unprepared until he learned that God himself is all it takes
to do anything in his name.
We understand the story of the book of Exodus best when we recognise
that it centres around four great events. And the first of those is the
Passover. Chapters one through fourteen lead up to it and climax in that
great event. The second event is the crossing of the Red Sea, described
for us in chapter fourteen. The third great event is the giving of the
Law with its Ten Commandments at Sinai in chapters 19 through 24.
The fourth event, detailed from chapter 25 until the end of the book
(chapter 40) is the construction of the Tabernacle. This was the portable
temple in which Israel’s God would make his presence known among
them in the midst of the camp of Israel. These four events sum up the
book of Exodus.
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Having set that out, let’s now come back to the Passover. After God had
called Moses, challenged him, and sent him back to Egypt, he went down
there, and immediately came into conflict with Pharaoh. Nothing is
more dramatic in all of the Old Testament than this tremendous conflict
of wills between Pharaoh and Moses. God displayed his awesome power
against Pharaoh but the stubbornness of the human heart in rebellion
against God is equally on display. Time and again – on a total of nine
occasions – we read of how God would send some dreadful plague
throughout the land of Egypt, before we once again end up reading that
Pharaoh hardened his heart and refused to let the people go. Pharaoh
only consents to let Israel go after the death of his firstborn, the last
plague.
The Passover is a picture of the cross of Christ. Each family selected
a lamb and checked that it was a spotless specimen. At the set time,
they killed the lamb and painted some of its blood on the doorframes
of their homes before sheltering behind it throughout the night when
God’s fearful judgement passed through the land of Egypt. Only those
trusting God’s word and having applied the blood were spared the
judgement that befell the land of Egypt that would lead to the expulsion
of the Jewish slaves. In the homes covered by the blood of the lamb, the
firstborn son remained alive.
This is what the Apostle Paul had in mind when he wrote our opening
words to the Corinthians: “Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us.”
All perished but those Israelites who by faith, and simply by faith, took
the blood of a lamb and sprinkled it on the door-posts and lintels of
their houses. They were then perfectly safe within the house. This
pictures for us the simple act of faith by which we rest on the fact that
Jesus Christ’s death has settled the issue of our guilt before a holy God.
The second or eternal death passes over, or away from, us. Judgment
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for our sins will never come our way because we have made application
of the blood of the Lamb of God in a deeply personal way.
It’s worth noting that, of course, not every aspect of Christ’s death was
pictured in the Passover ritual. And that’s the case with any ‘type.’ Only
certain aspects are anticipated of what will later be fulfilled in God’s
plan. There was no explicit thought of the forgiveness of sins in the
events of the Passover. But it majored on the biblical idea of redemption,
especially the redemption of the firstborn sons. From that time God
said every firstborn was to be dedicated to him (Ex.13:2). They were to
belong to the Lord. Whenever, among the Israelites, a woman or indeed
any animal gave birth to a first male offspring, it was to be devoted to
the Lord (Ex.13:12). Every firstborn male among the people of Israel
was to be redeemed. This is what God said:
“With a powerful hand the Lord brought us out of Egypt, from the
house of slavery. And it came about, when Pharaoh was stubborn
about letting us go, that the Lord put to death every firstborn in
the land of Egypt, from human firstborns to animal firstborns.
Therefore, I sacrifice to the Lord the males, every firstborn of a
womb, but every firstborn of my sons I redeem” (Ex.13:14b,15).
Passover, then, was a picture of redemption. Born-again Christians are
precisely those who have been redeemed today, as we read in Colossians
1: “For He rescued us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the
kingdom of His beloved Son, in whom we have redemption” (Col.1:13). But
you’ll notice something else there. There’s mention of the ‘domain of
darkness.’ In a sense, the land of Egypt back in Moses’ time pictured
that also.
“For I will go through the land of Egypt on that night, and fatally
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strike all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, from the human
firstborn to animals; and against all the gods of Egypt I will execute
judgments—I am the Lord. The blood shall be a sign for you on
the houses where you live; and when I see the blood I will pass over
you, and no plague will come upon you to destroy you when I strike
the land of Egypt” (Ex.12:12:13).
The judgement on Egypt at the time of the Passover was not only
against the firstborn of Egypt, but against their gods. It’s quite possible
earlier plagues had a relevance to false Egyptian beliefs in various gods,
for they worshipped not only the Nile god but they worshipped the
sun too. Their goddess of fertility was also depicted as a frog, and of
course another of the plagues involved frogs. But the final plague was a
judgement against all the gods of Egypt.
If God’s power was demonstrated against Pharaoh and the gods of Egypt
in the last plague, and it was, then this too is an aspect of things that
anticipated something far greater that would take place at the cross of
Christ. For it was when Jesus died that the Bible tells us the god of this
age, the ruler of this age was “cast out” ( Jn 12:31; see also 2 Cor.4:4; 1
Jn 5:19). Satan and those on his side were judged and made powerless
(Heb.2:14). And so, as we read earlier, we – who believe – were rescued
from ‘the domain of darkness.’
As a result of the main thought of redemption and also the defeat of
the powers of darkness, not to mention the Passover references in the
New Testament, I feel confident that our Lord would most likely have
made telling reference to the Passover when speaking to his disciples,
and would have related it to himself as the Lamb of God. Sadly, we’ve
no space to say any more than mention that the timing of our Lord’s
death precisely coincided with the observance of the annual Passover.
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God’s ways are truly perfect!
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The Bread That Came Out of Heaven ( Jn
6:51)

S

ome Bible teachers will welcome people who arrive late to their
presentation, saying: ‘It’s OK, come right on in! I don’t mind
people coming in as I speak; but I’m not so keen when people
get up and leave while I’m speaking!’ But that’s exactly what happened
to Jesus in John chapter 6. People got up and left! Actually, there were
four groups of people listening to Jesus when he gave the teaching that’s
recorded in John chapter six. It’s a long chapter, and by the end of it the
crowd had thinned out considerably. We’re told that. And what was
the subject that proved to be, as we say, the last straw, for some? It was
when Jesus claimed to be the Bread of Life, the bread of life that had
come down from heaven, and come down to give life to the world.
It’d had all started when Jesus had miraculously fed a crowd of 5,000
men plus women and children and fed them all with only 5 loaves of
bread and two small fish. It was soon after that the crowd wanted to
hear more in the synagogue at Capernaum. Amazingly, they asked Jesus:
“What then are You doing as a sign, so that we may see, and believe You?
What work are You performing? Our fathers ate the manna in the wilderness;
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as it is written: ‘He gave them bread out of heaven to eat.’”
Jesus had only fed more than 5,000 people with only 5 loaves, but still
they demand to see him do a sign before they’ll believe him! What was
it they said? “Our fathers ate the manna in the wilderness …” Let’s first
pause and make sure we understand that. After God had brought the
Israelites out from slavery to the Egyptians, he led them by the hand of
Moses through the desert for 40 years to reach the land he’d promised
to them. During that journey, for all those years, God had supplied
fresh bread from heaven. This is what we can read in the Bible Book of
Exodus:
“When the layer of dew evaporated, behold, on the surface of the wilderness
there was a fine flake-like thing, fine as the frost on the ground. When the
sons of Israel saw it, they said to one another, “What is it?” For they did not
know what it was. And Moses said to them, “It is the bread which the Lord
has given you to eat” (Ex.16:14,15).
So, it seems clear that this crowd listening to Jesus was comparing Jesus’
miracle of feeding more than 5,000 with only 5 loaves – and they were
comparing it unfavourably over against what they considered to be
Moses’ feeding of the whole Jewish people for 40 years with bread from
heaven (the bread which they called ‘manna’).
“Jesus then said to them, ‘Truly, truly, I say to you, it is not Moses
who has given you the bread out of heaven, but it is My Father
who gives you the true bread out of heaven. For the bread of God
is that which comes down out of heaven and gives life to the world.’
Then they said to Him, ‘Lord, always give us this bread.’ Jesus said
to them, “I am the bread of life …”
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First, Jesus sets the record straight. The daily supply of manna was
not an ongoing miracle performed by Moses whom they revered. God
sent the Manna-bread from heaven. But then Jesus added that he is the
Bread of Life: “So then the Jews were complaining about Him because He
said, ‘I am the bread that came down out of heaven.’ And they were saying, ‘Is
this not Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father and mother we know? How does
He now say, ‘I have come down out of heaven’?” As we’ll see again later, it
wasn’t the hardness of Jesus’ teaching that was the problem, but rather
the hardness of their hearts. Jesus replies: “Everyone who has heard and
learned from the Father, comes to Me. Not that anyone has seen the Father,
except the One who is from God; He has seen the Father. Truly, truly, I say
to you, the one who believes has eternal life.”
The resistance that becomes clear as we read about the reaction of these
Jews, points up the truth of Jesus’ words: every conversion takes a work
of God ( Jn 6:29). Jesus then repeats what he’s said as recorded in John’s
first chapter (v.18) about no-one having seen God the Father: it’s only
God the Son who can reveal him (Matt.11:27). This is much more than
simply meaning we can’t see God physically. It’s about having hearts
and minds prepared by God to understand the teaching of Jesus, his
son. Most interestingly, if the Jews had been struggling to understand
up to this point, Jesus now raises the bar, when he says …
“I am the bread of life. Your fathers ate the manna in the wilderness,
and they died. This is the bread that comes down out of heaven,
so that anyone may eat from it and not die. I am the living bread
that came down out of heaven; if anyone eats from this bread, he
will live forever; and the bread which I will give for the life of the
world also is My flesh.”
Just listen out for the language of unbelief that typically asks: ‘How can
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…?’ We’ve met it more than once already in John’s Gospel:
“Then the Jews began to argue with one another, saying, “How can
this man give us His flesh to eat?” So Jesus said to them, “Truly,
truly, I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and
drink His blood, you have no life in yourselves. The one who eats
My flesh and drinks My blood has eternal life, and I will raise him
up on the last day. For My flesh is true food, and My blood is true
drink. The one who eats My flesh and drinks My blood remains
in Me, and I in him. Just as the living Father sent Me, and I live
because of the Father, the one who eats Me, he also will live because
of Me. This is the bread that came down out of heaven, not as the
fathers ate and died; the one who eats this bread will live forever.”
Remember how Nicodemus at first thought Jesus was talking to him
about physical birth; or how the Samaritan woman at the well imagined
Jesus was talking to her about natural water; in the same way, these Jews
now make the same type of mistake when they jump to the conclusion
that Jesus is talking about physical eating.
Of course, Jesus is talking about spiritual eating, and not literal eating.
Soon he’ll make that even clearer. He’s talking about his coming sacrifice
on the cross. In verse 53, he plainly says he “who eats My flesh and
drinks My blood has eternal life.” As we take ordinary food into our
mouths and stomachs to sustain our physical life; so we need to accept
and absorb Jesus’ sacrifice by faith in our minds and hearts in order to
have spiritual life, receiving his sacrifice as being for us.
There would appear to be four classes of people here. First, the Jews
who remain sceptical – curious perhaps, but sceptical and unconvinced.
Included in their ranks would be those who went with the crowd; those
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who followed because of the signs Jesus did; as well as those who were
in it for such things as the loaves and fish, the free lunch. Second, were
the disciples. This was a large group who regularly followed Jesus from
place to place. Third, we have the Twelve, the first chosen disciples or
apostles. Fourth, a special case all on his own, on whom the spotlight
will come shortly, namely Judas the betrayer.
“These things He said in the synagogue as He taught in Capernaum.
So then many of His disciples, when they heard this, said, ‘This
statement is very unpleasant; who can listen to it?’ But Jesus, aware
that His disciples were complaining about this, said to them, ‘Is this
offensive to you? What then if you see the Son of Man ascending
to where He was before? It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh
provides no benefit; the words that I have spoken to you are spirit,
and are life.’”
Obviously, for those who couldn’t get beyond the idea of cannibalism
and the unlawful (Lev.17) idea of drinking actual blood, this teaching
appeared nothing short of scandalous. That’s the word Jesus uses, as he
describes how they were stumbling at this point. As we said earlier, it
wasn’t down to the hardness of the message, but rather the hardness of
their hearts. Jesus then plainly says that his words are ‘spirit and life’.
Only when they are understood in a spiritual sense, and not in a literal
sense, do they bring life.
Jesus then says that if his talk of himself descending as the true bread of
life from heaven was problematic for them; there was worse to come
for them when he’d talk of himself as the Son of Man whom Daniel had
seen in terms of his ascending back into heaven and receiving kingdom
and authority from God the Father.
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“‘But there are some of you who do not believe.’ For Jesus knew
from the beginning who they were who did not believe, and who it
was who would betray Him. And He was saying, ‘For this reason I
have told you that no one can come to Me unless it has been granted
him from the Father’” ( Jn 6:30-65).
The chapter ends on a solemn note about Judas who would betray him.
Jesus had chosen him knowing this. Chosen him, that is, for apostleship,
but Judas was never a believer; never, as we might say now, a saved
man. Did he have free will? Sure he did. His will was free to do what
he wanted. It was never granted him from the Father that he should
come to Christ. Instead, Satan entered into him and he delivered Jesus
over. But it was all in God’s plan for the one who is the true Bread of
Life who’d give his flesh for us on Calvary’s cross.
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Sacrifice and Offering (Heb.10:5) & The
Blood of Goats and Bulls (Heb.9:13)

I

t’s been said by those who study ancient civilizations that a
culture’s values are exposed in their rituals. I imagine that to
be a very fair assessment. After all, the legacy of the pyramids in
the land of Egypt would seem to show us that in their culture thoughts
of the after-life were very important to them. If that ancient civilization
had believed that once you’re dead you’re dead, there would have been
no pyramids. To take a contemporary example, just observing what
people habitually do on their weekends is a telling indicator of society’s
values. In developed countries, vast shopping malls offering fixes of
retail therapy signal a culture that worships materialism.
But applying the same approach at a higher level, should we not expect
the God-given ritual sacrifices of the Old Testament to reflect the core
values God is always looking for in his people? Let’s start with a verse
from the beginning of Ephesians chapter 5: “Walk in love, just as Christ
also loved you and gave Himself up for us, an offering and a sacrifice to
God as a fragrant aroma” (v.2). It’s already clear from this verse that the
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Old Testament sacrifices and offerings pointed forward to Christ who
would fulfil them all, as in the words of Hebrews 10 (v.5): “You have not
desired sacrifice and offering, But You have prepared a body for Me” – that
is, for Christ who came to do all God’s desire and will.
Broadly speaking, there were three basic types of meat offering: the
burnt offering, the sin offering and the peace offering. In the first
type, the whole animal (except the skin) went to the altar: it was a
complete offering. In the second type, there was an elaborate blood
ritual in dealing with sin. The third offering was shared between God,
the officiating priests and the offerer’s family. What core values might
these reflect? One, we should be totally devoted to God (Eph.5:1,2). Two,
we should avoid sin and live righteous, holy lives (Rom.8:3). Three, on
the basis of these things, we may experience true well-being in a state of
fellowship with God and good relations with others (1 Cor.10:16-18).
Now, I’d like us to turn our attention to the particular sacrifices of
the Day of Atonement (‘yōm kippur’) that are central to the Book of
Leviticus, as shown by the fact of the description of that day being the
19th of 37 sayings of God throughout the book. This is the day that’s
referred to in the letter to the Hebrews when we read: “not through
the blood of goats and calves, but through His own blood, He entered the
holy place” (9:12). Once again, it’s immediately obvious that the blood
of goats and bulls had earlier signified the impending death of Christ.
This Day of Atonement annual ritual was of central importance to
the community life of God’s ancient people in their service for God.
Their continuing corporate worship of the God of heaven depended
on it. This was because the sins and impurities of the people acted as
spiritually toxic contaminants.
At this time, God lived in a tent (known as the Tabernacle) that was
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placed central to the encampment of his people as they travelled through
the desert to the land he’d promised to their forefathers. I said, God’s
visible presence was central to his people. However, because God is the
holy God of heaven, and he was interacting with a sinful people on this
fallen earth, there had to be, as it were, various ‘buffer zones’ between
God and his people as they – at least representatively – drew near before
their God. God’s holiness and human sin just don’t mix but are quite
incompatible. God’s detailed instructions to Moses throughout the
Book of Leviticus were all about making that crystal clear in the most
graphic way.
Let’s try to visualise that, with a sort of bird’s eye view back then or
by imagining we’d travelled back in time with a modern drone. We
begin out in the desert remoteness, with the entire encampment in the
distance. We fly in, until we come to a surrounding area which can
be designated as ‘outside (of) the camp.’ Venturing further, we travel
over a portion of the well-ordered groupings of the tribes with all the
individual household tents of the families belonging to them. Our
flyover now brings us to courtyard of the place, acting as a portable
temple, where God lived among his people. The border here is very
clearly marked with high and bright imposing screens with just one
colourful gate as its entrance.
What first dominates this courtyard is an altar with smoke ascending
skywards from sacrifices burning on it, being officiated by priests. But
next we come to the portable tented structure itself, known as the
tabernacle proper. At this point, it’s necessary to switch on our drone’s
X-ray capability. This allows us to detect that the tented structure we’ve
mentioned has a partition boundary inside that makes it into two rooms:
an outer and an inner. The Bible often refers to just the outer one as
‘the tent of meeting’, and it has some furniture, notably a small incense
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altar. To go further, we’re in danger of intruding into the inner space
where only one man in those times was authorised to boldly go – that
is, into the immediate presence of the holy God. That holy place is
characterised by the Ark of the Covenant.
Directly above that stood a radiant cloud rising like a pillar and depicting
to these people the presence of their God who was in residence there.
This was very or most holy territory, and we’ve only been able to access
it by proceeding through these many distinct buffer zones, each graded
on a scale of holiness as we might suppose, after having come from
the remote – and as it were profane – spaces of the solitary desert,
far removed from any fellowship with the holy God who is seemingly
secluded in the innermost part of this portable temple.
On missionary travels to various countries in Africa and Asia, I’ve
sometimes watched as someone, and typically it’s been a woman, swept
the dust out from the family home. Using a primitive brush, she starts
deep within the simple house until she makes her way to the doorway,
sweeping out the cloud of dust. And then she continues brushing and
sweeping the small front yard and out through the gap in the hedge.
Even there, she doesn’t stop but keeps on brushing the flat earth until
the dust is finally swept away into the surrounding vegetation or bush.
Now listen to a few verses from Leviticus chapter 16 that summarise
the annual ritual of the most important day in Israel’s calendar year:
“When he finishes atoning for the Holy Place and the tent of meeting
and the altar, he shall offer the live goat … the goat shall carry on
itself all their wrongdoings to an isolated territory; he shall release
the goat in the wilderness. Then Aaron shall … offer his burnt
offering and the burnt offering of the people, and make atonement
for himself and for the people. Then he shall offer up in smoke the
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fat of the sin offering on the altar” (Lev.16:20-25).
Can you see any parallel with my observation of the lady sweeping the
dust out from her home? I mentioned how she started deep within
and made her way progressively until beyond the edge of what she
considered to be belonging to her. Here, we read how Aaron, the high
priest of Israel, first atoned for or cleansed the Holy Place of God’s
immediate presence innermost in the tent. Next mentioned is the fact
that he atoned for or cleansed the tent of meeting (which was the next
zone, moving outwards).
Then there’s mention of the altar outside in the courtyard at which the
entire courtyard area was atoned for or cleansed. The remains of the
animal sacrifices that day were burned ‘outside the camp’ (v.27). And
there was also a ‘scapegoat’, a goat that wasn’t ceremonially killed but
was directed out into the remote and solitary desert way beyond the
outside place surrounding the camp. It went never to return but went
away into the far distance symbolically bearing the sins of the people.
Do you see how this was a systematic cleansing from deep within to the
furthest extremity? As we look into our Bibles, we see that the holiness
of God can’t coexist with human sin.
But amazingly God wants contact with us, wants us to approach him
in worship. He’s done everything to make this possible. The writer
of the New Testament letter to the Hebrews explains the relevance of
Leviticus chapter 16 to people everywhere today. There we read:
“… it was necessary for the copies of the things in the heavens to be
cleansed with these things, but the heavenly things themselves with
better sacrifices than these. For Christ did not enter a holy place
made by hands, a mere copy of the true one, but into heaven itself,
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now to appear in the presence of God for us” (Hebrews 9:23,24).
God was picturing ultimate realities for us by using these Old Testament
rituals. There is a reality in heaven where sinners who’ve been forgiven
through the sacrifice of God’s son, Jesus, on the cross, can draw near
to express their gratitude to the infinitely holy God. Even if we believe
we’re following the Lord Jesus’ instructions as we draw near among his
people to worship him in heaven each week, we must always remain
conscious that we live in a defiling world and the God we come to is a
consuming fire. After cleansing the things in heaven, his blood invites
us near as worshippers, but we still come respectfully and tread softly
with reverent fear for the God we worship is awesome beyond anything
we can appreciate! What an unspeakable privilege that we can know
this God through the sacrifice of Jesus Christ, his son!
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The Firstfruits

U

nder the Old Testament Law, the firstfruits were the earliest
gathered crops that God’s people dedicated to their God. It
wouldn’t be inappropriate then to talk in terms of it being a
harvest thanksgiving. In particular, the Israelites were to offer to God a
sheaf of the first grain that was harvested on the day after the Sabbath
following the Passover feast (Lev.23:9-14).
We’ve just mentioned the Passover feast there. But this wasn’t the only
feast or festival celebrated by the Jewish people every year. Long ago,
God had an annual calendar that he gave to his people. In it were
appointments he’d made - times when his Old Testament people were
to come together before him. These were to be times of celebration,
and they were linked in with the Spring and Autumn times of harvest.
If God chose to have a record of these feasts preserved for our
information in the Bible, it would be foolish of us just to dismiss them
as being all for a bygone day with no meaning at all for us. I hope we
don’t treat the Old Testament of our Bibles like that. Remember how
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in this series of studies, we’re exploring how the coming of Christ, his
person and work, was anticipated in a whole number of ways in the Old
Testament. We can therefore still read it and find it testifying freshly to
us about Christ. As we’ve often thought in this series of studies, that
was exactly what Christ himself did with the two disciples who walked
with him en route to Emmaus on our Lord’s resurrection day.
At that moment those two disciples actually thought Jesus was dead,
little realising that it was the risen Christ who was walking beside them
and opening the Old Testament Scriptures up to them! We’re trying
to follow Christ’s own example of finding him in the Old Testament.
In fact, we’re trying to make an educated guess as to what the themes
were that the Lord spoke about to those two disciples. And we’re doing
that based on collating together the themes that either the Lord – or
later his Apostles – under the guidance of his Spirit unfolded in the
New Testament. It’s been said that the New Testament is concealed
in the Old Testament; and the Old Testament is revealed in the New.
And so this is what God expects us to do – not only with the feasts but
with the whole Old Testament – so definitely this includes our trying
to understand what these harvest celebrations were all about.
Let’s, then, take a look together at the third in the sequence of yearly
celebrations which God’s Old Testament people were to keep. After the
Feast of Passover, the Feast of Unleavened Bread followed on straight
away. These feasts were designed to ensure that the Israelite people
never forgot how God had brought them out - had rescued them - from
being slaves to Pharaoh in Egypt. But the third feast was a bit different.
It had to wait the time when God had actually brought them into the
land he’d promised them - because it was a harvest thanksgiving - a
celebration of God’s goodness to them in providing them with a harvest
in the promised land. Here’s what we can read about the third feast 39
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the feast or celebration of Firstfruits, as it was called:
“Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, ‘Speak to the sons of
Israel, and say to them, ‘When you enter the land which I am going
to give to you and reap its harvest, then you shall bring in the sheaf
of the first fruits of your harvest to the priest. He shall wave the
sheaf before the LORD for you to be accepted; on the day after the
sabbath the priest shall wave it”’ (Lev.23:9-11 NASB).
This was done each year in the early Spring-time, and it was the barley
that was ripening at that time of year. The first of the grain was a
promise of the harvest to come, and so with great thankfulness it was
to be presented to God in celebration of his goodness and faithfulness
to them for another year.
This annual series of feasts gave an outline of future events that God
had prophesied were going to take place. Let’s explain what we mean
by that. The annual celebration, the feast of Passover, with the death
of the lamb for each family group, was, of course, an advance picture
of the death of Jesus who would die as the Lamb of God ( Jn 1:29; 1
Cor.5:7). Following that, on the third day after it, the Feast of Firstfruits
was designed to draw attention to the fact that the Lord Jesus was not
only going to die but was going to be raised again from the dead.
Picture with me, in your mind’s eye, the barley standing in the fields
almost ready for harvesting. As the breeze sweeps across the field
the heads of the grain might appear to be ‘waving.‘ Certainly, it’d be
moving around, swaying about, under the action of the wind. And then,
someone comes along and cuts a sheaf of the first-ripe grain to take
it to the priest for this ritual celebration. And what does the priest
do? He takes the barley sheaf of first-fruits and waves it before the
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Lord - the Bible says - it was to be lifted up and ceremonially waved
at their national place of worship. I suggest to you the picture is this:
something that’d been living (in the sense of having been growing in
the harvest-field where the wind had appeared to make it sway or wave
around) even though it’d been cut down was now raised on high and
was in fact waving again in the hand of the priest. It was just as though
it was living again, and so giving to us a picture of resurrection.
And so it was, following God’s timetable – a timetable ‘leaked’ in advance
– that Jesus Christ died on one Passover day, on the 14th day of the
month, and he rose from the dead on the 3rd day, the 16th of the month,
the very day the Wave Sheaf was due to be presented to God. I find it
very moving to think of how in the year of Jesus’ death and resurrection
– on that very same morning as the Jews were going about their annual
ritual of waving the barley sheaf of first fruits, the tomb of Jesus Christ
was already found to be opened and his body gone. The true and the
real Wave Sheaf, Jesus himself, had been raised on high. He truly was
living again, never more to die.
Knowing a little of the background of these things from the Old
Testament is necessary to make sense of the language that the New
Testament uses when, for example, it describes the Lord Jesus as ‘the
Firstfruits.’ Let’s check out a reference in First Corinthians chapter 15,
where the apostle Paul says:
“For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ all shall be made alive. But
each in his own order: Christ the first fruits, after that those who
are Christ’s at His coming, then {comes} the end, when He delivers
up the kingdom to our God and Father, when He has abolished all
rule and all authority and power” (1 Cor.15:22-24 NASB).
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Here the Bible is viewing resurrection as being like a harvest. The
harvest hasn’t taken place yet, but the first of the fruits has been gathered
in - in other words, Jesus has been raised and gone above. But when he
returns, all dead believers in himself who belong to this Church Age will
be raised, and we who are alive at that time of his return, will together
with them go to meet our Lord (1 Thess.4:16). Sometime afterwards,
there will be another resurrection of Old Testament characters who
believed and served God (e.g. see Dan.12:13). And finally, the closing
chapters of the Book of the Revelation describe the final resurrection
when all unbelievers will stand before God’s White Judgement Throne
(for judgement in their case). Then the resurrection ‘harvest’ will be
complete.
One important last point is to come back to notice something that’s
true of all the feasts - the Wave Sheaf had to be brought and presented
before God at the place of his choice, the one national place of worship,
God’s house on earth. Nowhere else would do; they couldn’t keep
this celebration where they chose. You might think that so long as
their attitude was right, they might be able to celebrate God’s goodness
wherever it was convenient for them - but no, quite emphatically no.
God’s command was: “Three times in a year all your males shall appear
before the LORD your God in the place which He chooses, at the Feast
of Unleavened Bread and at the Feast of Weeks and at the Feast of Booths”
(Deut.16:16 NASB).
We can hardly fail to notice the principle that it’s God who appoints
for us the place where we’re to come together with others - just as the
first New Testament disciples did - and worship God according to his
Word. It’s no longer a physical place we’ve to come to, of course - that
would be impossible given the worldwide nature of Christianity; but
previously, in the Old Testament, when physical centres were chosen by
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God, he’d always supplied the pattern for them. And when we come to
the New Testament, once again we see how Christian disciples served
God according to the pattern of apostolic teaching - God’s own pattern.
Wherever they were geographically, they were ‘together’ in this spiritual
association that’d been established by God in what were simply known
then as Churches of God, all integrated into the one community. And
on each and every first day of the week, those in these churches gathered
around a table with bread and wine and celebrated their risen saviour.
Now that’s something we should still be doing!
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The Ashes of a (Red) Heifer (Heb.9:13)

A

popular form of television drama involves some kind of plot
surrounding a mysterious murder that’s taken place - and so
we have a whole genre of so-called Murder Mysteries. But did
you know that how to deal with unsolved murders is the subject of a
detailed ritual to be found in the Old Testament of the Bible (Deut.21:19)? Central to the ritual is a nearly full-grown young cow, likely not yet
to have given birth to a calf, and which hadn’t yet been harnessed as a
working animal.
Perhaps the most striking part of the ritual was a hand-washing
ceremony (v.6). Starting from where the victim’s body was discovered,
measurements were taken to determine which city was nearest. At some
river valley in its locality, and under the supervision of priests, the city
elders were to kill the cow and then ritually wash their hands over it,
all the while declaring they had neither knowledge of, nor involvement
in, the murder in question.
It seems that over time, this symbolic way of maintaining innocence
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may have been adopted or adapted by others - all the way down to
the time of Pilate, the Roman governor responsible for trying Jesus.
But by his mimicry of hand-washing, Pilate’s guilt was not absolved
(Matt.27:24,25), although it remained less than the guilt incurred by the
Jewish religious leaders ( Jn 19:11).1
In any case, the murder most foul that resulted from lawless and wicked
persons nailing Jesus Christ to a Roman cross is actually capable, in the
mystery of divine love, of washing away the foulest stains. Let’s now
come to how it all unfolded. There’s a Bible text (Heb.9:13) that says “if
… the ashes of a heifer (or young cow) sprinkling those who have been defiled
sanctify for the cleansing of the flesh, how much more will the blood of Christ,
who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without blemish to God, cleanse
your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?” Who would not
want that? To have a conscience cleansed before God from wrong and
even from wrong ways of trying to obtain God’s approval. The type of
animal that’s again being referenced here is a heifer or young cow. This
time a much closer analogy is being made with the death of our Lord
Jesus Christ. The analogy is in fact being drawn from a different Old
Testament ritual to the one in our opening comments.
Long ago in Israel, people had to be ceremonially clean before they
could engage in serving the holy creator God. They understood from
the law given through Moses that such a thing as coming into contact
with a dead body would disqualify them from any service connected
1

During the trial, Pilate sat on a judgement seat at ‘Gabbatha.’ That word might suggest
a prominent natural rock outcropping (‘lithostrōtos’ Jn 19:13). The historian Josephus
mentions that on the traditional Temple Mount area the Romans had built around
a massive and prominent outcropping of rock that was a notable protective feature
within its precincts ( Josephus, Wars 5.5.8). Could this even be a reference to ‘the Rock’
under the famous ‘Dome’ there? We can perhaps but wonder.
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with the temple unless they took the required action. And that required
action involved the actual sacrifice this time of a so-called ‘red heifer’
that was burnt to ashes. Later those ashes were mixed into water that
was later sprinkled on anyone who had suffered defiling contact. We
read all about this in Numbers 19 where it’s called a sin offering, one
that made purification of sins (see Heb.1:3).
Now, I can’t seem to recall any other blood sacrifice associated with
the Temple that wasn’t actually offered at its altar, but rather took place
outside of the camp of Israel (Num.19:3). It’s true that the remains of
selected sin offerings were disposed of by burning at a spot “outside
the camp.” But the sacrifice of the Red Heifer cow itself took place
there. The letter to the Hebrews describes Jesus’ death by Roman
crucifixion as taking place “outside the camp,” outside the city gate
of Jerusalem (Heb.13:12,13). It’s possible to read from a second-century
Jewish (Mishnah) commentary where it talks of a double-tiered bridge
spanning the Kidron Valley around the time of Jesus’ death. It seems
“They made a causeway from the Temple Mount to the Mount of Olives
… By it the priest that was to burn the Heifer, and the Heifer, and all
that aided him went forth to the Mount of Olives” (Herbert Danby,
trans., The Mishnah (Oxford University Press, 1933), p.700). Rabbi
Richman says: “The heifer was prepared … on the Mount of Olives,
directly opposite the eastern entrance to the Sanctuary…” Remember,
how Mark (13:3) once described Jesus sitting “on the Mount of Olives
opposite the temple.”
This leads us naturally to think again about exactly where Jesus might
have died. If Jesus did die on the Mount of Olives, where the heifer was
then burned, this would link up directly with Christ as the Firstfruits
(the Wave Sheaf being offered on the Mount of Olives). In fact, it’s
appealing in the sense of that location connecting so many events. I’m
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thinking of his: (1) Triumphal Entry; (2) Gethsemane prayer; (3) Arrest;
(4) Crucifixion; (5) Burial; (6) Resurrection; (7) Ascension; and (8) Return
to earth (Zechariah 14:4).
Traditional, time-honoured suggested sites for where Jesus might have
been crucified are based on superstition and sentiment. It does however
seem possible to pick up some clues direct from Scripture itself in
relation to this Red Heifer ceremony. We read in the Bible (Num.19:4)
that between the slaughtering and the burning of the young (Red Heifer)
cow, the high priest had to sprinkle by hand some of its blood “towards
the front of the tent of meeting” – in which direction he was clearly
looking at that time. So, if this was a foretaste, a mere anticipation, of
what Jesus himself was going to fulfil, does it not then seem reasonable,
if not necessary, to conclude that the position of the cross of Jesus had
to be east of the Temple, in line of sight, such that the priest officiating
over any literal Red Heifer sacrifice in those days, while distant at the
place of its sacrifice, could still see the Temple door and throw the blood
towards it? Matthew, in his Gospel, takes us to the ultimate sacrifice of
God’s Son, Jesus, that had always been symbolised in the offering of the
Red Heifers. He narrates the event like this:
“And Jesus cried out again with a loud voice, and gave up His
spirit. And behold, the veil of the temple was torn in two from
top to bottom; and the earth shook and the rocks were split. Also
the tombs were opened, and many bodies of the saints who had
fallen asleep were raised; and coming out of the tombs after His
resurrection, they entered the holy city and appeared to many. Now
as for the centurion and those who were with him keeping guard
over Jesus, when they saw the earthquake and the other things
that were happening, they became extremely frightened and said,
“Truly this was the Son of God!” (Matt.27:50-54).
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It reads there as if the torn Temple curtain was seen by the Centurion
and by those with him, just as the priests from ancient times were
required to see the temple door at the time of the special Red Heifer
sacrifice that Jesus was fulfilling (Heb.9:13).
As graphically described in the book of Ezekiel the glory of God visibly
retreated by moving eastwards from the Temple as a previous judgement
upon the chronic disobedience of God’s people. If Jesus was led out of
Jerusalem heading towards the Mount of Olives on the east, he would be
following the same path of God’s previous forsaking of the Temple back
in Ezekiel’s time. God’s house was once again left desolate of God’s
presence at the time of the cross, also a God-forsaken place.
On southern Mount Olives, we find the Silwan necropolis; that is, a
place of graves. Now, we’ve read Matthew saying that nearby graves
were opened when Jesus died as the Red Heifer. And on that site to
this day, as can be verified from photgraphic evidence, tombs remain
exposed where the limestone roof structure had once split and exposed
an escarpment with only the back half of the grave cavities remaining,
now open to the elements. Dating indications suggest the timing would
fit that of the crucifixion.
It would seem worthwhile then to dig out a little more information
about the place where the Red Heifer was slaughtered at a ceremonially
clean place, considered to be an extension of the Temple, on the Mount
of Olives. To this spot, the Red Heifer was led alive by the high priest
and the other priests eastward through the Mustering (Heb. Miphkad)
Gate (Neh.3:31) and led on to a place just outside the Camp of Israel.
The description of this gate would seem to fit with it being said to be a
census-point, even where a ‘head’ count for the payment of the Temple
tax occurred. Could this account for the naming of Jesus’ crucifixion
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site being in terms of a ‘skull’ or ‘head’ (Lk.23:33)? After all, it was a
per capita tax or poll tax. As a mustering station, it would satisfy the
observation that the cross was at a place where people could gather.
The route between this spot and the city was a main access route such
that there could be, and indeed were, many witnesses to the death of
Jesus Christ two thousand years ago outside of Jerusalem. The main
road into Jerusalem during the time of Jesus, which descended from
the Mount of Olives from the east heading to the west, came right past
the Silwan Village, with its now opened tombs.
In Nancy L. Kuehl’s book, The Trials and Execution of Jesus, she agrees
that this Mustering (Miphkad) Gate gave access to a bridge by which
criminals were led to their death. The Red Heifer was also led across
this bridge going east from the Temple across the Kidron Valley to its
final place of slaughter. 2 How much the phrase ‘the ashes of a heifer’
may have to tell us!

2

It was near the ‘water gate’ which was ‘eastward’ because that gate led to the Gihon
Spring and this is where the young boys would go for the water of ‘separation’ used in
the ritual of the Red Heifer. The sacrifice of the Red Heifer and the spot outside the
camp devoted to the incineration of the bodies of sacrificial animals (Lev.4:12, 6:11),
technically a pit ( Jacoby), was, it is said, 2,000 cubits – or say about 1,000m – from the
Temple, on the Mount of Olives (Martin). Also, “The Talmud and Mishnah are clear
that this [place] was located 2,000 cubits, outside the Eastern Gate, on the slopes of
the Mount of Olives” … over the special bridge connecting the Temple Mount with
the Mount of Olives ( James Tabor).
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The Bronze Serpent

I

n his famous nocturnal conversation with Nicodemus, Jesus made
a reference to an incident that took place during the 40-year
journey of the Israelites towards the Promised Land. The only
reason the journey took that length of time was on account of the
rebellious attitude of the people against God. But before we get into that,
here’s the fragment of the conversation between Jesus and Nicodemus
that’s relevant. Jesus is speaking:
“No one has ascended into heaven, but He who descended from
heaven: the Son of Man. As Moses lifted up the serpent in the
wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up; so that
whoever believes will in Him have eternal life. 16 For God so loved
the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes
in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life” ( John 3:13-16).
Well, we deal with John chapter 3 and verse 16 elsewhere in this series of
studies, when thinking about the actual meaning of God’s ‘only begotten
Son,’ and actually, we can’t be sure if Jesus himself said those words or
if John the Gospel writer made them as an editorial comment – but
50

THE BRONZE SERPENT

we can take it that Jesus spoke the words of verse 14, that is: “As Moses
lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted
up” (NASB). Now, Nicodemus was “the teacher of Israel” (v.10), so he’d
know at once what Jesus was referring to. But we might struggle to
recall it, so let’s turn up the relevant point in one of the Old Testament
history books, and read from the Book of Numbers, chapter 21:
“Then they set out from Mount Hor by the way of the Red Sea,
to go around the land of Edom; and the people became impatient
because of the journey. The people spoke against God and Moses,
‘Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness?
For there is no food and no water, and we loathe this miserable
food.’ The LORD sent fiery serpents among the people and they
bit the people, so that many people of Israel died. So the people
came to Moses and said, ‘We have sinned, because we have spoken
against the LORD and you; intercede with the LORD, that He
may remove the serpents from us.’ And Moses interceded for the
people. Then the LORD said to Moses, ‘Make a fiery serpent, and
set it on a standard; and it shall come about, that everyone who is
bitten, when he looks at it, he will live.’ And Moses made a bronze
serpent and set it on the standard; and it came about, that if a
serpent bit any man, when he looked to the bronze serpent, he lived”
(Num.21:4-9).
Remember what we said about Israel’s rebel hearts making the journey
take far longer than it should have taken? What we’ve just read is
completely typical of their behaviour. They stubbornly resisted God’s
will for them and grumbled repeatedly. As we’ve mentioned, that bronze
serpent story in Numbers 21 of the Israelites’ lack of faith, punishment
and recovery is not one that stands on its own in biblical history. Jesus
explained how the Son of Man (a reference to himself) must be lifted
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up just like the bronze serpent: “Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the
wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, so that everyone who believes
will have eternal life in Him” (NASB).
Packed into these two verses are several important ideas. The original
story is a foreshadowing of what Jesus would accomplish about 1500
years later. When Moses lifted up the bronze serpent for the people to
see, he was providing a remedy for all who would look at it. But later,
Jesus told Nicodemus that he himself was going to be lifted up for a
much more far-reaching recovery. The work done through the bronze
serpent was temporary. Jesus’ work would be permanent. Also, the
word that is used in the original (Greek) language for ‘lifted up’ (3:14;
8:28; 12:32,34) is a word that means to exalt something (Acts 2:33; 5:31).
And truly, Christ would be exalted through and out from death to the
right hand of God the Father in order that all who look to him can live
life in all its fulness, and for all eternity. Jesus’ words to Nicodemus
stressed just how great his sacrifice would be.
Now, it’s pretty obvious that we need to personally admit that we’re
sick before we can be helped by a doctor; and it’s equally true that
personal admission of guilt and sin has to happen before we can receive
forgiveness from God. Back in Moses’ day, before the sinning people
could be forgiven they had to admit that they had sinned. That’s where
the snakebites came in. It was the snakebites that brought them to that
place of personal conviction of their sin and wrongdoing. This teaches
us very plainly that before we can be saved from the penalty due to us
for our sins before a holy God, we must first acknowledge our need of
salvation.
Next, when the people realized the guilt of their sin they immediately
turned to Moses to ask him to pray for them. After confession, they
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were now ready to request forgiveness. What this action of theirs makes
clear is our inability to save ourselves. They turned to Moses; we must
turn to a greater than Moses: Jesus Christ, the Son of God. If Moses
was their mediator back then, thankfully, God has provided a greater
go-between for us. The Bible says: “there is one God, and there is one
mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, who gave himself as a
ransom for all” (1 Tim.2:5-6 ESV).
It seems God was also teaching the people something about faith. On
the face of it, it’s totally illogical to think that looking at a bronze image
could heal anyone from a snakebite, but that’s exactly what God told
them to do. It took an act of faith in God’s plan for anyone to be healed,
and the serpent lifted up on the pole was a reminder to them of their
sin, the reason for their suffering. After all, this serpent was symbolic of
the serpents God used to punish the people for their unbelief. It makes
me think of how it was by death that Christ rendered powerless the
Devil who had the power of death (Heb.2:14). God turned Satan’s own
weapon against him. God’s provision for the people long ago was a
bronze serpent on a pole. God’s provision for us is the death of his son
lifted up to die on the cross. Once again, we’re confronted by what the
Apostle Paul called ‘the foolishness of the preaching’ (1 Cor.1:21 RV).
How can a man dying a criminal’s death possibly clear our guilt before
a holy God – any more than how could a symbolic cursed snake on a
pole in the desert be of any use?
What this teaches is that we must look to God’s provision in faith,
believing that it’s God’s final and only remedy for sin. That’s to be
our response. In looking to the brazen serpent on a pole they were
in reality looking to God in faith. As we’ve seen, in the Gospel of John,
Jesus makes it crystal clear that the bronze serpent pointed forward
to his own death on the cross: “And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the
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wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in
him may have eternal life” ( Jn 3:14-15 ESV). The word ‘as’ indicates that
Jesus was making a comparison. As God provided the means whereby
the bitten people at that time could be healed through faith, so he’s
also provided the only means by which our souls may find healing and
restoration— and it’s through faith. When we turn in faith to look to
Jesus, we are freed from sin and receive the gift of eternal life.
Saving faith looks to God alone. It doesn’t look to ourself. It doesn’t
look to any goodness in our own heart, nor to our religious works.
To be reconciled to God we must first see our sin for what it really
is—an offense to God’s holiness. Because our sin is offensive, God must
punish it. But thanks be to God for Jesus, God’s Son, who has taken the
punishment due to us. The vital question, however, is: are we looking
to Jesus to save us?
If we may summarize the four key elements of this story and its teaching,
perhaps we could put it like this:
1. our need before God – as they were alerted to theirs by the
snakebites.
2. our inability to help ourselves – as they naturally turned to Moses
for assistance.
3. God’s provision of Christ lifted up to die – as Moses raised up
the bronze snake.
4. our response has to be one of faith – as the people in the desert
turned to look at the symbolic serpent.

A couple of additional lessons are taught in the Bible regarding this
bronze serpent. The image was kept for many years, and when the
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Israelites were in the Promised Land, the serpent became an object of
worship (2 Kin.18:4). Several centuries after the Numbers 21 episode,
Hezekiah became king over Israel. He was a righteous king who
destroyed the objects of idolatry in the kingdom. One item was that very
same bronze serpent that Moses used in the desert. For all these years,
the Israelites had kept it. At the time of Hezekiah taking the throne, ‘the
Israelites burned incense to it’ (2 Kin.18:4). The item that God used in
one generation as his instrument of deliverance had become an object
of worship in another generation. The people had forgotten God as the
true deliverer and, as we are prone to do, they had substituted an idol
in his place. In a somewhat similar way today, people may substitute
superstitious reverence for a crucifix, while denying the real and true
saving power of the Christ who died on the cross.
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The King-Priest

I

n the Old Testament, King David admitted that the Messiah would
be a greater king than he’d ever been. Our Lord Jesus picked
up on this very point when he was in debate with the Pharisees
(Matt.22:45), and said: “If David calls him ‘Lord,’ how is He his son?”
Clearly, David understood he’d have a descendant who would be greater
than him, and so he described him as ‘Lord.’
What’s doubly interesting – not to mention intriguing – is that David
in that same Psalm (which is Psalm 110) also describes the Messiah
as a priest belonging to the priestly order of Melchizedek. Now
Melchizedek is a figure shrouded in some mystery, but we’ll come
back to that later. For now, it’s enough to note that historically in Israel
– outside of Melchizedek at least – these two distinct offices of king
and priest couldn’t be held by the same person. For kings came from
the tribe of Judah; whereas priests – at least those after the pattern of
Aaron – came from the tribe of Levi.
What we’re saying is this: to Jewish ears, this psalm must have sounded
perplexing. Unless they fully picked up on the use of Melchizedek
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as role model for Messiah’s priesthood, it would’ve been somewhat
mystifying. Until, that is, the writer of the New Testament letter to
the Hebrews solved the mystery. He did this by proclaiming Jesus as
the Messiah, someone greater than David, but belonging to David’s
royal line of human descent while also being an eternal priest. Jesus
as a ‘priest for ever’ is a major point of teaching in the Bible letter to
the Hebrews. This had never been true of a priest in Aaron’s family, as
they all served and then died, of course. And so the office passed down
through the generations. But Melchizedek’s death isn’t recorded in the
Bible – come to think of it, neither is his birth!
I’m guessing that when Jesus had a conversation with those two dejected
disciples headed towards Emmaus on his resurrection day, he outlined
something of the 110th Psalm. I’m basing that on the fact that there
are 27 quotes or allusions to it in the New Testament - and that’s the
most of any portion of the Old Testament in the New. That could
be because it holds the key to understanding Jesus as the Messiah. In
fact, one Bible commentator tells us: “… precisely because he is both
king and priest, the gure of Melchizedek turns out to be one of the
most instructive gures in the entire Bible for helping us put our Bibles
together.”3 Melchizedek is one of the most significant pictures of Jesus
in the Old Testament. He prefigures Jesus – that is, he points forward
to Jesus – as our high priest and king.
Back in the time of Genesis, Melchizedek was the priest of the true God
and king of Salem. Salem seems certain to have been the city later called
Jerusalem. In Genesis 14 we read that Abraham and his allies defeated
a group of kings who’d seized Abraham’s nephew Lot. Then we read:

3

Carson, Scriptures Testify about Me, 154–164
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“After his return from the defeat of Chedorlaomer and the kings
who were with him, the king of Sodom went out to meet him at
the Valley of Shaveh (that is, the King’s Valley). And Melchizedek
king of Salem brought out bread and wine; now he was a priest of
God Most High. And he blessed him and said, ‘Blessed be Abram
of God Most High, Possessor of heaven and earth; and blessed be
God Most High, who has handed over your enemies to you.’ And
he gave him a tenth of everything” (Gen.14:18-20).
We next encounter Melchizedek in Psalm 110. David wrote: “The
LORD has sworn and will not change His mind, ‘You are a priest forever
according to the order of Melchizedek’” (Ps.110:4). In the New Testament,
the only passages that relate to Melchizedek are found in the letter to
the Hebrews (5:5-10, 6:20-7:25). The writer tells us: “So also Christ did
not glorify Himself so as to become a high priest, but He who said to Him, “You
are my Son, today I have begotten you”; just as He says also in another passage,
“You are a priest forever according to the order of Melchizedek” (Heb.5:5-6
NASB 1995).
What distinguishes Jesus as the supreme ruler is this fact that he’s a kingpriest. While these two offices operated separately in ancient Israel, in
Messiah Jesus these two offices of authority converge. This is what was
revealed to David in Psalm 110. First, that the Messiah is the supreme
king (v.1); and second, that the Messiah is the supreme priest (v.4).
Let’s take Messiah Jesus as the supreme king first. Four elements of the
first oracle or decree (in the first section / stanza of the psalm, that is
verses 1-3) expand on this:
• First, David professed that the Messiah was greater than he was,
when he referred to the Messiah as ‘my Lord.’
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• Second, Yahweh (‘the LORD’) exalts the Messiah when Yahweh
declares to him: “Sit at My right hand …” To sit at the right hand of
Yahweh meant to experience the honour, power, and intimacy with
God that neither David nor any other king would ever experience.
Peter argued this in Acts 2:34–35: “For it was not David who ascended
into heaven, but he himself said: ‘The Lord said to My Lord, “Sit at My
right hand, until I make your enemies a footstool for your feet”’ (see
Heb.1:3, 13).
• Third, Yahweh promises absolute authority to the Messiah. This is
reinforced in verse 2 with the remark: “The LORD will stretch out
Your strong scepter from Zion, saying, Rule in the midst of Your enemies.”
• Fourth, the psalm describes the Messiah as a global conqueror. The
statement “I [will] make Your enemies a footstool for Your feet” is unique
in the Old Testament. To make a footstool of an enemy meant to
show absolute victory. When Joshua conquered his enemies, he told
the Israelite leaders to place their feet on the necks of their enemykings ( Josh.10:24). And in 1 Corinthians 15, the Apostle Paul tells
us the last enemy is death. When death is no more, everything will
then be under Messiah’s feet. The full effects of the Gospel will be
seen from then on.
In summary then, the Messiah Jesus is greater than David; he’s seated
now with God; where he’s been given absolute authority with which
to rule; and will conquer until all his enemies are under his feet. These
four points emphasize the Messiah Jesus as the supreme king.
Now we come to verse 4, and here we find the second decree. The
second decree that God reveals to David in Psalm 110:4 is that, in
addition to being the supreme king, the Messiah is also the supreme
priest. This is expanded upon in two particulars.
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First, the Messiah is an eternal priest, not a temporary priest. The
function of the Israelite priest was to mediate between God and the
people throughout his life. When the priest died, he was succeeded by
his son, and so it went on, generation after generation (Ex.28:40–41).
However, while every typical Israelite priest did indeed die, the Messiah
would overcome death. Consequently, he would function as a priest
forever. Psalm 110, in fact, demonstrates this by means of analogy,
comparing the Messiah to Melchizedek. The Old Testament presents
Melchizedek specifically and solely as a king-priest—providing neither
the genealogy that preceded him, nor his genealogy that followed him,
and so the lasting impression we get is an impression of Melchizedek
remaining as a priest for ever (Heb.7:3). However, with Jesus Christ, it’s
reality, not merely an impression.
Second, the Messiah is a priest according to the order of Melchizedek,
not a priest from the line of Levi through the priesthood of Aaron.
All the priests who inherited the priesthood through Levi and Aaron
were appointed to the priesthood by their human birth. The Messiah,
however, is appointed to the priesthood directly by God. Psalm 110:4
explicitly states: “The LORD has sworn and will not change His mind, ‘You
are a priest forever according to the order of Melchizedek.’” The Messiah
is installed into priesthood by an oath of God, not by human heritage
(Heb.5:1–5, 10; 7:20–21). God transcends the Levitical lineage (one
marked by generational death) and replaces the priests of Aaron with
the Messiah who alone would serve as a priest forever. This is why
Hebrews 7:23–25 states that the Messiah is “able to save forever those
who come to God through Him, since he always lives to make intercession
for them.” The Messiah, Jesus, is able to lead us through every trial and
temptation to unending victory.
Putting both of those points together, we have Messiah Jesus as the
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eternal priest, not appointed by human heritage, but by God’s own oath.
And so in Psalm 110, in addition to the first decree—that the Messiah
is the supreme king—the second decree declares that the Messiah is
also the ultimate priest. This could only be possible if God were to
institute another covenant—a new covenant. And this is what Hebrews
indicates—that the priesthood of the Messiah belonged to a “better
covenant” (Heb.7:17–22). In the new covenant, therefore, the Messiah
Jesus would be able to be both a priest and a king. The author of Hebrews
certainly attributes both of these functions to Jesus. Hebrews 1:8 asserts:
“But regarding the Son he says, ‘Your throne, God, is forever and ever, and
the scepter of uprightness is the scepter of His kingdom.’” And 2:17 states:
“Therefore, in all things He [Jesus] had to be made like His brothers, so that
He might become a merciful and faithful high priest in things pertaining to
God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people.”
Both of these functions – king and priest – are fulfilled in our supreme
king-priest Jesus. Psalm 110 relates to the millennial Kingdom, the
future rule by Jesus as king over this earth when his Second Advent
fully arrives.4 Yahweh sends out the rod of his strength with which to
rule the nations: ruling in the midst of enemies. We don’t yet see this
(Heb.2:8), but this will happen in the millennial day of his power when
his people are willing. The question is are we willing now to recognise
the Messiah Jesus as our king and high priest?

4

Ps.110 portrays this supreme ruler’s army dressed and arrayed as fresh and as numerous
as dew drops. His drinking of the brook in the way is either to do with humbling or
refreshing. Bearing in mind this coronation is the prelude to conflict and conquest, it
may seem best then to think of this as refreshing support in his eternal incarnate state.
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The Suffering Servant (1 Pet.2:24)

A

friend of mine who is a cardiologist was saying to me that
when relaxing once with some colleagues, some of whom
were Jewish or of Jewish extraction, he’d asked if he could
read them something and get their reaction to it. I should say that they
knew that he was a practising Christian. What did he read to them?
Well, he read part or all of Isaiah chapter 53 without stating where it
came from. In response, their comments made it very clear that they
assumed this was a reading taken from some ‘Christian’ literature. In
other words, they correctly identified that it related to Jesus Christ
and his being crucified as a sacrifice for the sins of others. When my
cardiologist friend corrected them and informed them that it was in fact
from ‘their’ Scriptures, that is, from the Old Testament of the Bible, they
were profoundly shocked. That’s really interesting. Out of its context,
they’d no trouble recognising it as describing the death of Jesus Christ.
But, probably, once they heard it was from the Prophet Isaiah, they’d
revert to previous conditioning.
As an example of what I mean by that, I searched on the internet
for what a Rabbi might say. I found one who understood the claims
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of Christianity, and who also acknowledged how Isaiah 53 might be
interpreted by Christians to relate very clearly to Christ. So, how would
he prefer to interpret it? He rightly said it contains the words ‘My
Servant’ and that this meant God’s servant, but he then took that to
refer exclusively to the entire nation of Israel and spoke of how they’d
suffered terribly throughout history and their suffering was in some
sense redemptive for the world. As I listened to him, I couldn’t help but
recall the Apostle Paul’s words about how a veil lies over the heart of
Jews (2 Cor.3:15) to this day such that they can’t see that Isaiah chapter
53 is an obvious picture of Christ, painted by Isaiah some 700 years
before the events that transpired to fulfil them exactly.
I should say, however, that Isaiah does initially identify God’s servant
as Israel (e.g. 41:8), who serves as God’s witness (e.g. 43:10). But Israel
couldn’t succeed with this mission: Israel was deaf, blind (42:19), and in
need of God’s forgiveness (44:21–22). Israel failed again and again. By
contrast, God’s Servant, the Messiah, faithfully completes all the work
he’s given to do. What we’re hinting at now, as we come in particular
to Isaiah chapter 53, is that it’s part of what’s referred to as a song
(starting at 52:13) contained in the Book of the Prophet Isaiah. There
are 4 of these songs in fact and they’re generally referred to as ‘the
Servant Songs.’ In the terminology of the ancient Near East, a servant
was a ‘trusted envoy or representative.’ (The Servant Songs are found
in Is.42:1-9; 49:1-13; 50:4-11; 52:13-53:12.)
I feel sure that our Lord would have made some mention of these
when he outlined to his two companions on that resurrection day
walk into the country (Lk.24:27) the various things about himself that
were to be found in the Old Testament. At other times, too, before or
after his resurrection, he could have referred to these songs, and the
disciples would later pick up on them as the Holy Spirit brought them
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to remembrance. For example, in Acts 3:13 Peter calls Jesus the ‘servant’
of God when he talked of the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob and
how he had glorified his servant Jesus. Peter rightly described Jesus as
a ‘servant’ because Jesus always did the will of the Father ( Jn 4:34; 6:38);
he never tried to please himself but always the Father ( Jn 5:30); Jesus
finished the work that God had sent him to do ( Jn 17:4); and he’d come
to glorify the Father ( Jn 13:31; 17:4). There are, in fact, 6 or 7 places
in the New Testament where Isaiah chapter 53 is quoted from exactly.
Let’s think about them, shall we?
We said the Lord would surely have referred to Isaiah 53, and, in fact,
we do know he did in Luke’s Gospel (22:37) where he quoted Isaiah
53:12: “that this which is written must be fulfilled in Me, ‘AND HE WAS
NUMBERED WITH TRANSGRESSORS…’” (NASB). And so he made sure
his disciples took a sword with them as they went out to the Garden
of Gethsemane. Also, in Matthew chapter 8, we read of how Jesus
cleanses the leper, heals the centurion’s servant and rebukes the fever
under which Peter’s mother-in-law was suffering, and in fact heals
all who were sick. Matthew (Matt.8:17) makes it clear that this was
the fulfilment of Isaiah 53:4: “our griefs He Himself bore, our sorrows He
carried.” This text was fulfilled in Jesus’ lifetime on earth, and not at the
cross. Our physical healing is not (yet) in the atonement.
In another Gospel, this time by John (12:37-41), we find a mention of
Isaiah 53:1 when John writes – “But though he had performed so many
signs before them, yet they were not believing in Him: This was to fulfill the
word of Isaiah the prophet which he spoke: LORD, WHO HAS BELIEVED
OUR REPORT? AND TO WHOM HAS THE ARM OF THE LORD BEEN
REVEALED?” John in his Gospel adds that Isaiah spoke these things
because, prophetically and in vision, he saw the Lord’s glory; that is,
he saw Jesus’ glory (see Is.6:1). In John 12, Jesus is referred to (using
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Isaiah’s words) as “the arm of the LORD.” This carries the sense of God’s
power in operation. God’s power, the Apostle Paul tells us, is displayed
in creation (Rom.1:20), but here – in the Suffering Servant – we find
where God’s power is displayed at its very best. And John’s application
of Isaiah’s text, confirms the deity of Jesus Christ!
The rejection of the Lord Jesus by the leaders in Israel would bring
about his crucifixion. The Lord referred to this a number of times so
as to prepare the disciples for what was coming (Lk.9:22; 17:25; 22:15).
They were slow in understanding his plain words and continued to
cling to their Jewish hopes. There are different aspects of the sufferings
of Christ but the verses in 1 Peter 2:19-25 show us the two that we
most often think about – his suffering in life on account of him being
righteous; and his suffering in death for the sins of others. In making
that difference, two separate verses from Isaiah 53 are referred to by
Peter in chapter two of his letter.
As to his sufferings in life as someone who was righteous, Isaiah 53:9
is quoted: “WHO COMMITTED NO SIN, NOR WAS ANY DECEIT
FOUND IN HIS MOUTH.” That’s about Jesus’ life. Peter is here busy
encouraging Christians to live consistently, showing that it’s better to
live lives that are pleasing to God even if we suffer as a consequence,
than to suffer because of inconsistency. When the Lord Jesus was reviled
he “did not revile in return; while suffering, He uttered no threats, but kept
entrusting Himself to Him who judges righteously.” In the face of all and
every provocation the Lord Jesus remained calm and looked to God.
He’s left us an example that we should follow in his steps.
In connection with his suffering and death on the cross for the sins of
others, Peter again quotes part of Isaiah 53, this time verse 5: “by His
wounds you were healed.” This wounding that brings our healing was not
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what humans did to the Lord, when they scourged him and nailed him to
the tree. That was indeed terrible, but what Isaiah 53:5 refers to was far
more terrible because it describes the judgement that God laid on him
because of the sins he was bearing: “HE WAS PIERCED THROUGH FOR
OUR TRANSGRESSIONS, HE WAS CRUSHED FOR OUR INIQUITIES;
THE CHASTENING FOR OUR WELL-BEING (‘SHALOM’) FELL UPON
HIM, AND BY HIS SCOURGING WE ARE HEALED.” The Hebrew word
for peace or well-being is ‘shalōm.’ His substitution at the cross was
for our well-being; the disfiguring chastening fell on him there for our
eternal well being.
In Acts chapter 8 we read about the Ethiopian treasurer who’d visited
Jerusalem to worship. He was returning and took back with him
a precious scroll of Scripture. The evangelist Philip was directed
to where the Ethiopian was and was encouraged to join himself to
his chariot. We have the record of the wonderful conversation that
followed. The Ethiopian official was reading Isaiah 53:7-8: “HE WAS
LED AS A SHEEP TO THE SLAUGHTER; AND AS A LAMB BEFORE
ITS SHEARER IS SILENT, SO HE DOES NOT OPEN HIS MOUTH.
IN HUMILIATION HIS JUDGMENT WAS TAKEN AWAY; WHO WILL
RELATE HIS GENERATION? FOR HIS LIFE IS REMOVED FROM THE
EARTH.” Beginning at that point, Philip preached Jesus to the Ethiopian.
This was effective and he received Christ. He was baptised and it must
have been with real joy that he returned to Ethiopia – now having
Christ in his heart as well as the holy Scriptures in his hand! The New
Testament quotation puts ‘lamb’ where the Old Testament has ‘sheep’.
It would be cruel for a tender lamb to be sheared, but this could reflect
the sadistic cruelty of the abuse our Lord Jesus suffered from human
hands.
Chapters 9 to 11 in the Bible letter to the Romans read as a kind of
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aside, because they explain God’s dealings with Israel as a people. They
show to us how not all Israel was chosen: God’s choice narrowed to
Isaac, and then to Jacob, for example. Next, Israel’s failure to believe
the promises of God is noted – before once more Isaiah 53:1 is quoted:
“LORD, WHO HAS BELIEVED OUR REPORT?” Paul quotes Isaiah again
(Is.65:1,2) to show how even Israel’s failure was in God’s sovereign plan
to cause blessing to come to Gentile nations. If you believe that Isaiah
53 is talking about Jesus’ death for you, then whether you are Jew or
Gentile, you’re eternally blessed through knowing him. Praise God that
our ultimate ‘shalōm’ is through the agony of his cross.
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Son of Man (Matt.26:62)

W

e’ve been thinking about the probable Old Testament
allusions to himself that Jesus might have explained to
the two disciples mentioned in Luke’s Gospel, chapter 24.
Judging by the themes that were prominent in the teaching of the Lord
and his Apostles, we’re making our selection of the topics our Lord
may have expanded upon in what must have been the greatest Bible
exposition ever given. In this survey of ours, it would seem impossible
to overlook one term - and that’s the wording ‘Son of Man.’ One famous
Old Testament use of this term makes it very clear that it references
Jesus as the Christ or Messiah.
Before we come to that, however, we should stand back and view the
term ‘Son of Man’ in its more general Bible use. The term ‘Son of Man’
occurs in the blessing of Balaam where it shows the difference between
God and humanity: “God is not a man, that He would lie, nor a son of man,
that He would change His mind” (Num.23:19). It’s clear that here it’s not
a personal title but it refers to humans – men or women. The verse
simply says that God is not like us. He’s not a man. Men and women
lie, but God doesn’t. ‘Son of man’ can also refer to human descendants
68

SON OF MAN (MATT.26:62)

(Ps.144:3; Is.51:12; Jer.49:18; 51:43; Ezek.2:1,3,6,8; Dan.8:17). So, when
God speaks to the prophet Ezekiel, he calls him a ‘son of man.’ “Then
He said to me, ‘Son of man, stand on your feet, and I will speak with you!’”
(Ezek.2:1).
But let’s come back now to the most important use of this phrase. It
occurs, as we say, when it’s used with reference to Jesus Christ. A key
verse occurs in the book of Daniel when it refers to the second coming
or the return of Jesus Christ in the future:
“I kept looking in the night visions and behold, with the clouds
of heaven one like a son of man was coming, and He came up to
the Ancient of Days and was presented before Him. And to Him
was given dominion, honor, and a kingdom, so that all the peoples,
nations, and populations of all languages might serve Him. His
dominion is an everlasting dominion which will not pass away; and
His kingdom is one which will not be destroyed” (Dan.7:13,14).
In this verse ‘Son of Man’ refers to a person of human descent, for
sure, but it does have very definite messianic overtones. It refers to the
Messiah who’d be born of a woman, born of a virgin (Gen.3:15; Is.7:14;
see Matt.1:23-25). It’s a title of the Messiah, who is Jesus Christ: the
one who will rule the nations with a rod of iron and under whose feet
all things will be subjected one day.
In fact, that text from the Book of Daniel has been regarded by some
– probably correctly – as the most powerful reference to the coming
Messiah. It portrays the coming king of the kingdom as being both
human and yet more than human, as being also divine. For a start, the
wording ‘Son of Man,’ as we’ve thought, most definitely identifies the
person here as being human. But did you notice that other phrase? He’s
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coming with the clouds of heaven. That’s an indicator of the fact that
this one is also God. Even the pagans in history spoke of their gods
riding upon the clouds. At times, it’s as if the Bible takes that imagery
of the cloud-rider and rehabilitates it, showing it properly belongs to
the true God and his son, Jesus Christ.
Perhaps it’s worth noting that the phrase ‘Son of Man’ is found 88
times in the New Testament with only four of these being outside of
the Gospels. In the New Testament, the term has that more decided
additional meaning. It still refers to a human, but it’s also most
emphatically a title for Jesus Christ. Jesus is the ultimate human: he’s
God in human flesh. Jesus referred to himself as the ‘Son of Man’ on a
great many occasions (e.g. Matt.8:20; 9:6; 11:19; 16:27; 19:28; 26:64). In
fact, Jesus references himself as both Son of God and Son of Man, and
when he did so he was claiming to be fully God and at the same time
fully human. Jesus is the ideal human: all that God had ever wanted
‘man in his image’ to be.
But additionally, as we’ve already hinted, there can be no doubt that
at certain times, at least, Jesus had that most powerful of all Messianic
references in mind when he referred to himself as the Son of Man –
and here we’re referring back to that reference in Daniel 7:13. Let’s
look at a few of them as we find them in Matthew’s Gospel. It’s usually
pointed out that Matthew tends to present Jesus as King. Although it’s
quite a long reading, I think it’s well worth beginning with Matthew
chapter 16, starting with a question Jesus asked his disciples:
“But who do you yourselves say that I am?” Simon Peter answered,
‘You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.’ And Jesus said to
him, ‘Blessed are you, Simon Barjona, because flesh and blood did
not reveal this to you, but My Father who is in heaven. And I also
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say to you that you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build My
church; and the gates of Hades will not overpower it. I will give
you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; and whatever you bind on
earth shall have been bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on
earth shall have been loosed in heaven.’ Then He gave the disciples
strict orders that they were to tell no one that He was the Christ.
From that time Jesus began to point out to His disciples that it was
necessary for Him to go to Jerusalem and to suffer many things
from the elders, chief priests, and scribes, and to be killed, and to
be raised up on the third day… Then Jesus said to His disciples, ‘If
anyone wants to come after Me, he must deny himself, take up his
cross, and follow Me … For the Son of Man is going to come in
the glory of His Father with His angels and will then repay every
person according to his deeds. Truly I say to you, there are some of
those who are standing here who will not taste death until they see
the Son of Man coming in His kingdom” (Matt.16:15-28).
Notice there how Jesus spoke about the Son of Man coming in his
kingdom. Surely, that’s an echo from Dan.7:13. But Matthew’s record
of the life of our Lord, runs this straight onto the account of what
happened to Jesus on the Mount of Transfiguration:
“Six days later, Jesus took with Him Peter and James, and his
brother John, and led them up on a high mountain by themselves.
And He was transfigured before them; and His face shone like the
sun, and His garments became as white as light … When they were
coming down from the mountain, Jesus commanded them, saying,
“Tell the vision to no one until the Son of Man has risen from the
dead” (Matt.17:1-13).
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I don’t think this transfiguration event can be what Jesus had in mind
when he said some of his disciples wouldn’t taste death until they saw
the Son of Man coming into his kingdom. Why not? Because the
transfiguration was only a week later. It’s more reasonable to think it
could be anticipating his ascension and the day of Pentecost described
in Acts chapter 2. Although that was ‘not yet’ the Son of Man coming
gloriously into his earthly kingdom to reign over this earth, it did give
spiritual evidence that the kingdom was ‘already here.’ It was already
here in the growing Messianic community comprised of local Churches
of God - whose coming into existence we read of throughout the Book
of Acts.
More than that, I wonder if there could be a more appropriate timing
than this time of our Lord’s Ascension for the fulfilment of the Daniel 7
prophecy about the Son of Man receiving the kingdom from the Ancient
of Days upon his return to Glory? He could then, having received the
dominion, commission with ‘all authority’ that his earthly followers
should go to all nations and peoples to preach the kingdom and the
coming extension of his recognised rule on earth. Of course, we’re still
waiting the time when he will visibly, with all his majesty, return in
person to rule. And of this he also spoke:
“For the coming of the Son of Man will be just like the days of
Noah. For as in those days before the flood they were eating and
drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that
Noah entered the ark, and they did not understand until the flood
came and took them all away; so will the coming of the Son of Man
be” (Matt.24:32-41). Also …
“But when the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the angels
with Him, then He will sit on His glorious throne. And all the
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nations will be gathered before Him; and He will separate them
from one another, just as the shepherd separates the sheep from the
goats; and He will put the sheep on His right, but the goats on the
left. Then the King will say to those on His right, ‘Come, you who
are blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you
from the foundation of the world’” (Matt.25:31-34). At his trial:
“the high priest said to Him, ‘I place You under oath by the living
God, to tell us whether You are the Christ, the Son of God.’ Jesus
said to him, ‘You have said it yourself. But I tell you, from now on
you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of power, and
coming on the clouds of heaven’” (Matt.26:62-66).
The wording of Daniel’s prophecy comes readily to mind when the
Lord spoke of being seated at the right hand of power and coming on
the clouds of heaven. It was when the high priest heard that - and surely
equally realised that Jesus was appropriating to himself the vision of
Daniel the prophet – that he accused Jesus of blasphemy. However
unwittingly it was done by human minds, the crucifixion of Jesus Christ
became his coronation – and all in ultimate fulfilment of Daniel’s great
‘Son of Man’ prophecy!
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The Sign of Jonah (Matt.12:39)

I

n the earliest recorded Gospel preaching in the Bible book of the
Acts, we find a strong emphasis on the Lord’s resurrection (Acts
2:24-28; 13:33-37). That preaching, of course, was done by the
Lord’s Apostles. They’d accompanied him from Galilee and it was to
them that he’d visibly appeared so that they could act as public witnesses
of the fact of his resurrection. In doing so, they regularly quoted Old
Testament Scripture, and in particular Psalm 16:10,11 – “For You will not
abandon my soul to Sheol; You will not allow Your Holy One to undergo decay.
You will make known to me the way of life.” However, when defining the
Christian Gospel, the Apostle Paul later wrote:
“Now I make known to you, brothers and sisters, the gospel which I
preached to you, which you also received, in which you also stand,
by which you also are saved, if you hold firmly to the word which I
preached to you, unless you believed in vain. For I handed down to
you as of first importance what I also received, that Christ died for
our sins according to the Scriptures, and that He was buried, and
that He was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures,
and that He appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. After that He
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appeared to more than five hundred brothers and sisters at one
time, most of whom remain until now, but some have fallen asleep;
then He appeared to James, then to all the apostles” (1 Cor.15:1-7).
Here we have set out the four key points of the Christian message of
hope: that of Christ dying for our sins, his being buried, his rising from
the dead and finally his appearing in his resurrected body to witnesses.
The third point mentioned, the one about rising from the dead, specifies
the particular detail that he was raised on the third day (1 Cor.15:4).
And it further adds that this was according to the Scriptures. This is
quite intriguing for the reason that it’s hard to identify where exactly
this is sourced from the Old Testament.
Some suggested candidates have included the mention of ‘a third day’
in the story of Abraham and Isaac (Gen.22:4; see Heb.11:19) as well as a
general (idiomatic) reference to God’s dealings with Israel that includes
the mention of raising up on the third day (Hos.6:2). But it’s better to
allow the Lord himself to guide us to the one unlikely place that’s the
best, if not the only satisfying, Old Testament indication that says Christ
would be raised from the dead on the third day. I say that it’s an unlikely
place because I’m not sure many of us would have dared to suggest the
story Jesus referenced as providing a picture that anticipated his own
death and resurrection. What was it? Well, it was the story of Jonah
and the sea monster. Here’s how Jesus introduced the topic:
“Then some of the scribes and Pharisees said to Him, ‘Teacher, we
want to see a sign from You.’ But He answered and said to them,
‘An evil and adulterous generation craves a sign; and so no sign
will be given to it except the sign of Jonah the prophet; for just as
Jonah was in the stomach of the sea monster for three days and
three nights, so will the Son of Man be in the heart of the earth for
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three days and three nights. The men of Nineveh will stand up
with this generation at the judgment, and will condemn it because
they repented at the preaching of Jonah; and behold, something
greater than Jonah is here’” (Matt.12:38-41).
There we have it. The only sign Jesus was prepared to give them was
‘the sign of Jonah.’ He was drawing an analogy between the duration
of Jonah having been swallowed by the sea monster and being in its
stomach for three days and his own being in “the heart of the earth” for
three days (or as the idiom allows, for a part of each of three days). That’s
amazing - I’d never have permitted myself to make that connection, but
the Lord did and that establishes it absolutely.
So, the Lord refers here to Jonah, the runaway prophet who was
commissioned by God to preach among the enemies of God’s people,
Jonah’s people. It doesn’t take much imagination to realize how
unpopular Jonah’s mission would be back in Israel. Jonah is reluctant
to go through with what he doubtless sees as a thankless task that could
be damaging to his reputation. Jews, including Jonah, no doubt wanted
the Ninevites to be destroyed, not converted! So Jonah doesn’t want
to enlist; instead he deserts, embarking on a ship heading perhaps in
almost the opposite direction. But God causes a storm to arise, and
when all hope of saving the ship is lost, Jonah confesses to the crew why
this has come about and directs them to throw him overboard as being
the only solution to their troubles. Reluctantly, they do this, and the
sea becomes calm. God, however, now sends a sea creature, perhaps a
whale, to swallow the drowning Jonah as he sinks deep into the ocean’s
depths.
There are those who would pour ridicule or scorn upon this Bible story.
More cautiously, some point out that God doesn’t ask us to believe that
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a man swallowed a sea monster but only that a sea monster swallowed
a man, and that all within God’s providence. As we’ve seen the Lord
Jesus Christ has endorsed this as an actual event, a factual history of
special significance in witnessing to his own death and resurrection
experience. It simply will not do to regard the Jonah story as a mere
fable or ‘fishy story’ crafted to carry a spiritual moral.
Interestingly, the Jews never seemed to have doubted its rightful place
as part of the Bible, despite the fact they might have had reason to. After
all, this remarkable book is one of 17 prophetic books in the Bible, but
it’s the only one that doesn’t mention Israel or Judah. Instead, it contains
a message of the impending destruction of Nineveh but ends with the
conversion of these Assyrians! Not a popular topic for Israelites! Jonah,
like our Lord, was a prophet from Galilee, and one with a message for
Gentiles as well as Jews (2 Kin.14:25).
The book of Jonah is written in the third person but can hardly be
other than autobiographical in nature. Who else could’ve written of
how his body survived three days in the stomach of the sea creature
while he speaks of his soul in Sheol or Hades as if in some out-of-body
experience? Jesus confirms this as a parallel of his own experience willing to die for others, descending into Sheol and then a bodily return
to life and ministry.
Only God could have later supplied Jonah with the timeframe of his
experience: the three days and nights that he spent in the stomach of
the great sea creature. But it was this information that would become
critical as the Lord would later use it to show his resurrection was
fulfilling scripture. Let’s recall what actually happened to Jonah. We
read:
77

FINDING CHRIST IN THE OLD TESTAMENT

“So they picked up Jonah and hurled him into the sea, and the sea
stopped its raging. Then the men became extremely afraid of the
Lord, and they offered a sacrifice to the Lord and made vows. And
the Lord designated a great fish to swallow Jonah, and Jonah was
in the stomach of the fish for three days and three nights. Then
Jonah prayed to the Lord his God from the stomach of the fish, and
he said, “I called out of my distress to the Lord, and He answered
me” ( Jonah 1:15-2:2a).
This is Jonah in prayer when he’s once again conscious in the creature’s
stomach before being spewed out. He seems to be recalling in prayer
his earlier distress call when he could say: “I called for help from the depth
of Sheol; You heard my voice. For You threw me into the deep, into the heart
of the seas, and the current flowed around me” ( Jonah 2:2b-3b). Jonah says
here it was God who threw him into the sea, whereas we’re told earlier
that the sailors did this at Jonah’s request. This seems to suggest Jonah
was already repentant before he entered the water. He tells us his soul
called on God from the depth of Sheol.
“All Your breakers and waves passed over me. So I said, ‘I have
been cast out of Your sight. Nevertheless I will look again toward
Your holy temple.’ Water encompassed me to the point of death.
The deep flowed around me, Seaweed was wrapped around my
head. I descended to the base of the mountains. The earth with its
bars was around me forever, but You have brought up my life from
the pit, Lord my God” ( Jonah 2:3c-6).
These words of Jonah – “you have brought up my life from corruption or
from the pit” – remind us of the Lord’s own experience described in
advance by David in Psalm 16:10. Was Jonah poetically describing his
underwater prison as the very underworld itself or was Jonah in Sheol
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in an out of body experience? When our Lord’s body lay in the tomb,
he described himself as being in “the heart of the earth.” Was this also
Jonah’s way of describing his soul being in Sheol, the Old Testament
term for the underworld (Ps.16:10) into which those departing this life
were said to descend or “go down to” (Gen.42:38)? We know the Lord’s
soul went there.
“‘While I was fainting away, I remembered the Lord, and my prayer
came to You, into Your holy temple. Those who are followers of
worthless idols abandon their faithfulness, but I will sacrifice to
You with a voice of thanksgiving. That which I have vowed I will
pay. Salvation is from the Lord.’ Then the Lord commanded the
fish, and it vomited Jonah up onto the dry land” ( Jonah 2:7-10).
Jonah was finally ready to bow to God’s will, but our Lord who fulfilled
the sign of Jonah was someone who always bowed to God’s will. He was
never rebellious nor turned away backward – and most importantly:
he was raised from the dead on the third day. Praise his name!
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