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COMMENTARY ON 1 PETER 1
1 Pet.1:11,22
Peter, James and Paul wrote epistles to the same people, to the
saints of the Dispersion (James 1:13; 1 Pet.1:14; 2 Pet.3:155).
The Dispersion was the dispersed Jews who lived in Gentile
lands. The only epistle of Paul which answers to what Peter said
is that of the Hebrews, and we are of the opinion, despite what
some modern writers have written to the contrary, that Paul
was the writer of the Hebrews. Peter writes as an apostle. Those
to whom he writes are the elect in Pontus, Galatia, etc. The
elect are viewed as sojourning on earth, a pilgrim people, like
the children of Israel in their journey through the wilderness.
This is different from the view of election in Eph.1:46, where
the saints are viewed as chosen in Christ before there was any
earth. “He chose us in Him (Christ) before the foundation of
the world”; and as chosen ones we were blessed with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ.
In Ephesians we are taught to look away from earth to the
heavenlies in Christ, the place of our blessings and election,
but in 1 Peter we look to the earth and see a chosen people
wending their way as pilgrims through a strange and foreign
1. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet.1.1
2. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet%201.2
3. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/James%201.1
4. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet.1.1
5. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Pet.3.15
6. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eph.1.4

1

2

JOHN MILLER

land to their inheritance above. These elect in 1 Peter were sojourners in a double sense, they were Jewish people sojourning among the Gentiles, away from their own land, but they
were also “sojourners and pilgrims” (chapter 2:11) in the higher
sense; they were pilgrims on earth going on to their heavenly
country. Like Abraham, they desired “a better country, that
is, a heavenly” (Heb.11:167). The five places mentioned, Pontus, etc., were Roman provinces in Asia Minor, which is now
called Turkey. In these provinces there were churches of God in
various cities, certain of which we know were planted by Paul
and his fellow-workers. These elect sojourners were elect according to the foreknowledge of God. Of old, God chose the
seed of Abraham, His friend, and we can see how in His foreknowledge He made provision so that His purposes might be
fulfilled. We point out but one thing in this connection, the
choice of the sons of Joseph, according to God’s foreknowledge
of future events, who were given a place among the sons of Jacob as though they had been Jacob’s own sons (Gen.48:58,69).
This was because the day would come when Levi would be given the place of the firstborn sons of Israel because of the idolatry of the latter in the matter of the golden calf (Ex.32:26-2910;
Num.3:44-5111). In this election of 1 Pet.112 we are to make our
calling and election sure (2 Pet.1:1013), but in that of Eph.114,
7. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Heb.11.16
8. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gen.48.5
9. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gen%2048.6
10. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Exod.32.26-29
11. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Num.3.44-51
12. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet.1
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which is coupled with foreordination, we cannot make it more
sure (Eph.1:515). What is said in Eph.116 is similar to what is
recorded in Rom.8:3017: “whom He foreordained, them He also called: and whom He called, them He also justified: and
whom He justified, them He also glorified.” This foreordination, which is connected with justification and glory, cannot be
made more sure, but in service, during the days of our sojourning on earth, we are to make our election sure.
Election in 1 Peter is “unto obedience and sprinkling of the
blood of Jesus Christ.” This takes us back to Sinai, to the time
when Israel became the people of God, to which they had
previously been chosen. The sprinkling of the blood of the
covenant at Sinai should not be confused with the blood of the
Passover which was put upon the portals of the doors of the
homes of the Israelites in Egypt. Two very different lessons are
to be learned from the blood in each case. It was when Moses
“took the book of the covenant, and read in the audience of
the people”, and they said, “All that the LORD hath spoken
will we do, and be obedient,” that Moses took the blood of the
covenant, and sprinkled it on the people and said, “Behold the
blood of the covenant, which the LORD hath made with you
concerning all these words” (Ex.24:718, 819).
13. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Pet.1.10
14. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eph.1
15. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eph.1.5
16. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eph.1
17. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom.8.30
18. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Exod.24.7
19. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ex%2024.8
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No obedience, save what was involved in the killing of the
Passover, applying the blood, and eating the Passover lamb in
preparation for their journey, was required of Israel in Egypt,
but it was quite different in regard to the blood of the
covenant; the covenant required continual obedience on the
part of Israel. It is even so in regard to the obedience and sprinkling of the blood in 1 Pet.1:220: There is a great difference between obedience to the Faith (Acts 6:721), and the obedience
of faith (Rom.1:522; 16:2623). To the gospel the believing sinner
renders the obedience of faith; he is not allowed to do more
than believe, and hence he is saved and justified by faith. But
when he is justified, then he has to be obedient to the Faith in
all its commandments, the Faith being the revealed will of God
for His people in this day, as the law was for Israel in the past.
In the past the covenant was the law, and the law was the testimony; it was the ten commandments written on the tables of
stone which were placed in the ark in the Holy of Holies. Peter salutes this elect, sanctified, obedient, blood-sprinkled people with the words “Grace to you and peace be multiplied.”
Even such as Nebuchadnezzar wrote of peace being multiplied
(Dan.4:124), and of Messiah’s kingdom it is written “Of the increase of His government and of peace there shall be no end”
(Isa.9:725).
20. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet.1.2
21. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%206.7
22. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom.1.5
23. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%2016.26
24. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Dan.4.1
25. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Isa.9.7
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1 Pet.1:326,427
Peter begins this paragraph with an ascription of praise to God
the Father, whom He calls the God (this implies the manhood
of Christ, who as Man was an obedient worshipper) and Father
(this implies the Deity of Christ, who is the only begotten Son
of the Father) of our Lord Jesus Christ. He according to His
great (not Gk. megas, great, but polus, “great in magnitude or
quantity, much”) mercy begat us again unto a living hope, and
that living hope springs from the resurrection of Jesus Christ.
The two disciples on the way to Emmaus were in a disconsolate and hopeless state, for to them the Lord was dead. They
said, “We hoped that it was He which should redeem Israel,”
but their hope blazed up afresh when He was known of them
in the breaking of the bread (Lk.24:3528). “The Lord is risen indeed” is the hope of the believer, and to such a hope he is begotten again.
The AV/KJV uses the Old English word “lively.” At times this
hope, though it is alive in the believer, is not “lively”; it is a fact
which does not quicken his pulse, brighten his eyes, raise his
head. He is more like those who followed the body of the Lord
to Joseph’s new tomb, than like those who walked out with
Him in resurrection to the slopes of Olivet, when He went
back to heaven. We have been begotten again to a hope, not to
hopelessness. We have also been begotten again to an inheritance, for since we are children of God with the Spirit-taught
words, “Abba, Father,” upon our lips, we are heirs of God and
26. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet.1.3
27. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet%201.4
28. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Luke.24.35
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joint-heirs with Christ (Rom.8: 15-1729). Ours is an incorruptible, undefiled, and unfading inheritance. There are no death
duties here to reduce a noble inheritance to what is but a faded
memory of fabulous fortunes. The inheritance which is ours is
in heaven, where there is neither illegal theft, nor legal appropriation. The inheritance does not fade away till its wealth and
glory are gone. Neither the corrupting hand of sin nor the defilements of earth can affect it; it is reserved, kept for us against
our arrival in heaven. One day we shall claim our own unto
which we have been born again. The inheritance is not something we have laboured to attain, but it comes to us through the
new birth.
1 Pet.1:530
Guarded means that we are guarded as with a military guard.
The danger of these pilgrim- heirs was great as they made their
way through what was truly “a waste, howling wilderness.” Israel’s wilderness was a “land of trouble and anguish, from
whence come the lioness and the lion, the viper and fiery flying
serpent” (Isa.30:631); it was the Negeb (Heb. the South) of Israel’s wanderings. The power of God guarded His people in the
past and the power of God is the guard of His people now.
Thus we have a reserved inheritance for a guarded people. We
are guarded through faith, for we must not stray from the path
marked out for us in the Scriptures, for if we stray to the right
and left, we may fall a prey to the devil, who, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour (chapter 5:8).
29. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom.8.%2015-17
30. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet.1.5
31. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Isa.30.6
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“We walk by faith” (2 Cor.5:732) should follow being saved by
faith. We have been saved by grace through faith (Eph.2:833);
we are being saved daily by working out our own salvation
through God working within us (Phil.2:1334); and there is salvation yet further, which is nearer to us than when we believed
(Rom.13:1135), and which is ready to be revealed in the last
time; this is at the Lord’s coming again.
1 Pet.1:636,737
“Greatly rejoice,” the Greek word translated is agalliao, which
means “to leap for joy, exult.” This is what is called “the rapture”
by some teachers of the word. On the one hand, we are “transported with desire” at the thought of being saved completely
from the world and its corruptions; on the other, we may be
put to grief by manifold temptations, if there should be need
for this. “But God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be
tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation
make also the way of escape, that ye may be able to endure it”
(1 Cor.10:1338). “With the temptation” (with, Gk. sun, together with), shows that the temptation and the escape, the issue or
way out, are made together. Often, perchance, we are so grieved
with the temptation that we do not wait on God to reveal the
way out, which will surely come if we wait for it with patience.
32. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Cor.5.7
33. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eph.2.8
34. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Phil.2.13
35. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom.13.11
36. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet.1.6
37. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet%201.7
38. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Cor.10.13
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The way of escape came for Job after his weary days and nights
of temptation. It came also for David, for Joseph, and for many
others.
Why should there need to be temptations? The answer is, they
are a test of faith. God has had great pleasure in displaying
the faith of His saints. Think in particular of faith’s “picture
gallery” in Heb.1139: How frequently we have gone round and
viewed the characters of those faithful men and women, as the
Spirit of God has painted them! That is a display in miniature
of what will yet be, which is sufficient to encourage present sufferers to imitate their faith. But what will it be when at the revelation of Jesus Christ the proof of the faith of saints will be exhibited, a proof so precious that gold could not buy it, which
will be found unto praise, glory and honour? The revelation of
Jesus Christ here is not His revelation to the world in flaming
fire, as in 2 Thess.1:740,841, etc.
The different words used in connection with the Lord’s coming
again should be studied. The Greek word parousia, “coming,”
or more correctly “presence,” is used both in connexion with
the Lord’s coming to the air for His saints (1 Thess.4:1542) and
His coming to earth as the Son of Man (Matt.24:2743). Gk.
phaneroo, to be manifested or appear, refers to Christ at His
first coming (Heb.9:2644; 1 Jn 1:245; 1 Jn 3:5-846) and to His
39. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Heb.11
40. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Thess.1.7
41. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Thess%201.8
42. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Thess.4.15
43. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt.24.27
44. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Heb.9.26
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coming again for His saints (1 Pet.5:447; 1 Jn 2:2848, 1 Jn 3:249).
Gk. epiphaneia, appearing or manifestation, refers to the Lord’s
first coming (2 Tim.1:1050; Tit.2:1151), to His coming for His
saints (Tit.2:1352, “the blessed hope and appearing of the glory”), and to His coming to earth (1 Tim.6:1453; 2 Tim.4:154).
Gk. apokalupsis, uncovering, revelation or appearing, refers to
His being revealed to His saints at His coming for them (1
Cor.1:755; 1 Pet.4:1356; 1 Pet.1:557,1358; revelation also applies
to the Lord’s coming in judgement to earth (2 Thess.1:759).
1 Pet.1:860,961

45. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20John%201.2
46. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20John%203.5-8
47. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet.5.4
48. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20John%202.28
49. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20John%203.2
50. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Tim.1.10
51. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Titus.2.11
52. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Titus.2.13
53. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Tim.6.14
54. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Tim.4.1
55. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Cor.1.7
56. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet.4.13
57. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet.1.5
58. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet%201.13
59. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Thess.1.7
60. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet.1.8
61. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet%201.9
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We believe in One whom we have not seen (Jn 20:2962), and
we also love Him whom we have not seen. Peter is careful to
use “ye” and not “we,” for he had been privileged to see the
Lord daily. Though we see Him not, yet believing (faith makes
things more real to the believer than sight, for faith implies
seeing persons and things as God sees them), we rejoice greatly (Gk. agalliao, “leap for joy,” the same word as in verse 6)
with joy unspeakable, with a joy which cannot be told out, and
which human words cannot express. Peter thinks of saints leaping for joy, their whole being exulting, something like David
when he danced before the LORD at the bringing up of the
ark to Zion. Gk. doxazo (full of glory) means to be glorified
or such as are glorified; it is a present experience like being
changed from glory unto glory, as from the Lord the Spirit
(2 Cor.3:1863). We are believing ones now; we shall be receiving ones shortly, for we shall receive the end of our faith. This
faith which applies to the present circumstances of life (though
faith, hope, love, we judge, shall never cease) shall reach its
end or issue, which is the salvation of our souls or selves at the
Lord’s coming.
1 Pet.1:1064,1165
Salvation will not be completely effected until we receive the
end of our faith, even the salvation of our souls or selves. As
has often been pointed out, there is (1) salvation once for all
from sin’s penalty (Eph.2:566,867; Tit.3:568), (2) salvation daily
62. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2020.29
63. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Cor.3.18
64. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet.1.10
65. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet%201.11
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from sin’s power, effected by the work of God within us and
by our own work and the ministry of others (Phil.2:1269,1370;
1 Tim.4:1671), (3) salvation from the defiling presence of sin
when we fall asleep in Christ (1 Cor.15:1872) or when the
Lord comes (Rom.13:1173). God’s saving grace has appeared,
by which we are already saved (Tit.2:1174), but there is yet
grace which is to be brought unto us at the revelation of Jesus
Christ when He comes for His saints (1 Pet.1:1375). Two words
are used, of somewhat similar meaning, of the exercise of the
prophets of the Old Testament, they sought out, they set themselves to seek out concerning this salvation of which they
wrote, and they also traced out, investigated, scrutinized their
own writings and they did so diligently. A prophet not only
searched out the matter in his own writings, but he searched
the writings of other prophets.
Daniel read the prophecy of Jeremiah, and Zechariah referred
to what the former prophets had written. What was the cause
of their deep and painstaking interest? It was because the Spirit
of Christ which was in them testified beforehand the sufferings
66. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eph.2.5
67. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eph%202.8
68. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Titus.3.5
69. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Phil.2.12
70. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Phil%202.13
71. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Tim.4.16
72. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Cor.15.18
73. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom.13.11
74. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Titus.2.11
75. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet.1.13
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of (Gk. eis, unto, belonging to) Christ, and the glories that
should follow them. What would be the time and what would
be the manner of the time of the sufferings of Christ? How
evil would be those days, and the people thereof, when men
would cause the Messiah, the very Son of God, to suffer! They
searched out also the days of the glories of Messiah; these were
to follow Messiah’s sufferings. Such are still the cause of much
diligent searching of the Scriptures on the part of God’s saints.
Here are mines where they may dig riches untold.
1 Pet.1:1276
What had been covered was revealed to the prophets, but they
did not minister the things to themselves, but they ministered
in their prophecies things which had their application to those
who would have the gospel preached to them. Such are the
ways of God who uses some to minister for the good of others.
The spirit of this is found in Paul’s resignation to the divine will
to serve for the blessing and spiritual progress of others; “Yea,
and if I am offered upon the sacrifice and service of your faith,
I joy, and rejoice with you all” (Phil.2:1777). The fulfilment of
Old Testament prophecies in the Lord’s days and afterwards
is referred to by Him in the words, “Blessed are your eyes, for
they see; and your ears, for they hear. For verily I say unto you,
that many prophets and righteous men desired to see the things
which ye see, and saw them not; and to hear the things which
ye hear, and heard them not” (Matt.13:1678,1779).
76. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet.1.12
77. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Phil.2.17
78. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt.13.16
79. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%2013.17
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In the comparative gloom of the times of the prophets, as compared with the noon-day light which resulted from the coming
of the Lord and the coming of the Holy Spirit, the holy men
of old sought out and searched out concerning the day of grace
which lay ahead of them. What a day of the fulness of divine
revelation there is in our time! We have the full revelation of
God in the Scriptures to which God will add no more. When
the Lord comes He will speak in Person. The Holy Spirit is
the One who empowers the preacher of the gospel, even as
the Lord said, “Ye shall receive power, when the Holy Spirit
is come upon you: and ye shall be My witnesses” (Acts 1:880).
The preaching was “by,” or, rather, “in” the Holy Spirit. The
following words show the interest of heaven in the work of
God on earth: “which things angels desire to look into.” “To
look” (Gk. parakupto) means “to stoop down towards, bend
forwards, particularly for examination.” How wonderful is this
conception of the angels bending down and gazing upon the
suffering Saviour and examining the glorious results of His sufferings in that salvation which is bound up with His sufferings
and glories!
1 Pet.1:1381
The grace of God is manifold, that is, it is variegated (1
Pet.4:1082). There is grace for every need and every time of
need. Then there is grace to be brought unto us at the Lord’s
coming for His saints. The revelation of Jesus Christ here is not
His revelation to the world, when every eye shall see Him, but
80. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%201.8
81. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet.1.13
82. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet.4.10
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His revelation to His own. We have not to allow our minds to
go loose and to be occupied with all manner of unworthy objects, but to set our hope perfectly on the Lord’s coming, that
great crowning act of grace on His part towards His unworthy
people. If we have our hope set on Him we shall be purifying
ourselves even as He is pure (1 Jn 3:283, 384).
1 Pet.1:1485,1586,1687
The children of God are to be children of obedience. They are
not to fashion themselves (Gk. suschematizo): the Greek word
signifies that the outward appearance or likeness bears no relationship to the nature which is within. Gk. scheme, “fashion,”
has a vastly different meaning from morphe, “form,” which signifies the external form of the inward nature or essence, “the
utterance of the inner life.” We, who have a new nature by the
new birth, are not to fashion ourselves according to the present evil age (Rom.12:288), but to be transformed by the renewing of our mind, which is similar in meaning to Peter’s exhortation here, not to fashion ourselves according to our former lusts in the time of our ignorance. In contrast, we are to
be holy as God who called us is holy and that in all manner
or mode of life, conduct, deportment. Peter strengthens his exhortation by a quotation from Lev.11:4489, in which God com83. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20John%203.2
84. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Jn%203.3
85. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet.1.14
86. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet%201.15
87. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet%201.16
88. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom.12.2
89. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Lev.11.44
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manded His people to keep themselves from everything unclean. Then it was physical cleanness and holiness, now it is
moral and spiritual holiness. We are to be separate and to touch
no unclean thing and to be perfecting holiness in the fear of
God (2 Cor.6:14-7:190).
1 Pet.1:1791
God loves all His children equally, and in the matter of the
judgement of their works there are no preferences for the one
more than the other. But the faithful or unfaithful work of
saints will make a difference both here and hereafter. It is in the
hands of saints themselves whether they, through their works,
will be commended or condemned. God cannot be blamed for
the result, for He judges the work of His saints without respect
of persons. How proper and how just are His ways! Hence we
are to pass our earthly days in holy fear, not in dread of punishment, but in fear lest our actions should displease our God.
1 Pet.1:1892,1993
Peter has before him Lev.11:4494, in which the people of Israel
were commanded to be holy, because God brought them forth
from the land of Egypt to be their God. Peter writes of God’s
people in his day as being redeemed also, not by earthy precious
metal, corruptible riches, but with precious blood, even the
90. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Cor.6.14-7.1
91. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet.1.17
92. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet.1.18
93. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet%201.19
94. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Lev.11.44
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blood of Christ, from their vain manner of life handed down
from their fathers, a life of ritualistic observance in which they
were in bondage to the ceremonial law’s requirements
(Gal.4:395,8-1096,2497,2598; Gal.5:199) Of old, God’s people, Israel, were in bondage to Pharaoh, from which God redeemed
them by power and by the blood of the paschal lamb. Pharaoh’s
bondage was a vain, empty life, so also was the bondage of
the law; it was a weary round of ceremonials for such as were
not men of faith. Faith saw beyond the shadow to the substance, which was Christ (Col.2:16100,17101), who is without
blemish and without spot, therefore the paschal lamb had to be
so too (Ex.12:5102). See 2 Pet.2:13103, where the pleasure-lovers
are described as spots and blemishes, persons who were a disgrace to Christian society. There is neither blemish nor spot on
the Lord’s behaviour. He is “holy, guileless, undefiled, separated
from sinners” (Heb.7:26104).
1 Pet.1:20105,21106
95. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gal.4.3
96. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gal%204.8-10
97. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gal%204.24
98. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gal%204.25
99. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gal.5.1
100. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Col.2.16
101. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Col%202.17
102. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Exod.12.5
103. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Pet.2.13
104. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Heb.7.26
105. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet.1.20
106. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet%201.21
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Christ, the incarnate Son of God, was foreknown before the
foundation of the world; saints, who are members of the
Church which is His Body, were chosen in Him before the
foundation of the world. Note that others, not of this dispensation of grace, had their names written in the book of
life from the foundation of the world (Rev.17:8107, 13:8108;
Matt.25:34109: The mystery of the wisdom of God is Christ
who was crucified, who was foreordained before the ages unto
our glory (1 Cor.2:7110,8111). None of the rulers of this world
knew of this hidden wisdom, or they would not have crucified
the Lord of glory. He who was foreknown was manifested at
the end of the times for our sakes. He was manifested that we
might enjoy fellowship with the Father and with the Son and
with one another (1 Jn 1:1-4112), and to take away sins (1 Jn
3:5113; Heb.9:26114), and to destroy the works of the devil (1 Jn
3:8115).
It is through Christ that we are believers in God, not by the visible things of the creation which declare God’s eternal power
and divinity (Rom.1:20116), nor yet by the fact that He spoke
107. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rev.17.8
108. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rev%2013.8
109. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt.25.34
110. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Cor.2.7
111. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Cor%202.8
112. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20John%201.1-4
113. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20John%203.5
114. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Heb.9.26
115. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20John%203.8
116. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom.1.20
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to Moses and Israel out of the midst of blazing Sinai when He
gave to them the law, but through the Man Christ Jesus we
are believers in God. The words and miracles of His life were
proved to be divine, if proof were needed, by His resurrection
from the dead, for God glorified His holy Servant Jesus (Acts
3:13-15117). Through this incarnate, crucified and risen Christ,
the believer’s faith and hope in God are firmly fixed.
1 Pet.1:22118
Purified (Gk. hagnizo) means “to live like one under a vow of
abstinence, as the Nazirites, to purify in a moral sense.” Obedience to the truth brings us, not into a state of bondage, but
into one of glorious liberty in which the heart is free and the
conscience is pure. This purity, resulting from obedience to the
truth, has for its object unfeigned love of the brethren. “Unfeigned” means “without hypocrisy,” not to appear to be what
we are not, for there is nothing so fulsome as insincere love, if
such love can exist. We are to love one another from the heart
fervently. Though the RV leaves out “pure” (with a pure heart,
A.V.) and certain textual critics leave out Gk. katharos (pure)
from the Greek Text, yet purity of heart is undoubtedly involved in loving with the heart fervently, which means intensely, earnestly.
1 Pet.1:23119,24120,25121
117. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%203.13-15
118. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet.1.22
119. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet.1.23
120. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet%201.24
121. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet%201.25
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God’s elect had been both redeemed by the precious blood
of Christ (verse 19), and born again. The new (Gk. anothen,
again, anew, or from above: Jn 3:3122) birth is by the incorruptible seed of the word of God, which word of God is the
word (or saying) of the gospel which was preached. Peter uses
the word Gk. anagennao in this verse and verse 3: The preposition Ana signifies “again” in composition, as well as “back”
and “up.” Gk. gennao means “to beget or generate.” In Tit.3:5123
the Greek word rendered regeneration is palingenesia, palin,
“again,” and geneses, “birth,” the noun form of the verb gennao,
so that in effect the different words Paul and Peter use are similar in meaning. Both mean another or a second birth, a birth
again. The new birth is of water (the laver or washing with the
word: Eph. 5:26124; Tit.3:5125) and the Spirit (“renewing of the
Holy Spirit”: Tit. 3:5126). See Jn 3:3127,5128: It is by the incorruptible seed of the living word of God (1 Pet.1:23129); it is by
receiving Christ by faith in the gospel which is preached (Jn
1:12130,13131; 1 Jn 5:1132); for the new birth never was or could
122. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%203.3
123. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Titus.3.5
124. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eph.%205.26
125. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Titus.3.5
126. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Titus.%203.5
127. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%203.3
128. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Jn%203.5
129. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet.1.23
130. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%201.12
131. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Jn%201.13
132. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20John%205.1

20

JOHN MILLER

be effected by baptism in, or sprinkling of, literal water, either
in the case of adults or infants.
That which is born of the flesh (by corruptible seed) is flesh, a
thing as corruptible as grass or the flowers of the grass. The life
of the flesh of man is longer than that of grass, but the end is the
same; it falls back again into the dust whence it came: “Dust
thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return” (Gen.3:19133). Thus
comes to an end the material part of man (in saying this we are
not oblivious of the fact of resurrection), but the soul, the individual, which is created by the breath of God, does not end
thus. The soul, the person, which came into being by the breath
of God (Gen.2:7134), needs to hear inspired or God- breathed
Scripture which lives and abides, and that for ever. There is life
in the word. This is the living message of the gospel which was
preached unto those to whom Peter wrote, by which they were
begotten again.

133. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gen.3.19
134. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gen.2.7

COMMENTARY ON 1 PETER 2
1 Pet.2:11,22
Here are evils which must be put away if the children of God
are to grow. They are harmful evils and were, and still are, the
habits of life of the old man, the corrupt nature which is still
in our flesh. “Wickedness” (Gk. kakia) signifies “worthlessness,
cowardice, malice, malignity.” It is derived from Chazo, “to retreat in battle.” It describes a cowardly, dastardly action, something done with the object to cause harm to another and often
done in a cowardly way. “Guile” (Gk. dolos) means “fraud, deceit, insidious artifice, iniquity.” It indicates the action of one
who sets out to deceive others. Hypocrisies (Gk. hupokrisis);
we know what this means; the Pharisees of old were past-masters at the art of appearing to be what they were not. The Lord
called them whited sepulchres. The hypocrite is one who assumes a feigned character. Envies (Gk. phthonos), this word
is derived from phthino, which means “to decay, pine away.”
There is usually little envying where there is health, vigour, and
forward movement. Those given to envy are such as see others
making progress either spiritually or materially and themselves
being surpassed.
Envy is well illustrated in the story of Saul and David. Saul
could not bear the women of Israel singing, “Saul hath slain
his thousands, and David his ten thousands” (1 Sam.18:73).
1. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet.2.1
2. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet%202.2
3. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Sam.18.7
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Evil speakings (Gk. katalalia), this is “detraction, backbiting,
calumny.” This describes the tearing of the characters of others
to pieces. When two evil speakers get together they tear their
victim limb from limb. Peter contemplates those to whom he
writes as newborn babes, and as natural babes long for milk,
so were these to desire or long for Gk. to logikon adolon gala,
which literally means, “the mental, without guile, milk.”
This mental milk is for the spiritual mind of the children of
God, as natural milk is for the bodies of babes. This is the
milk of the word of God. If this milk is freely and regularly
taken there will be growth, “unto salvation.” God’s children,
who follow this course, will be saved from many evils, to which
those fall a prey who scarcely ever read the Scriptures and meditate therein. The salvation of the sinner is by one act of faith
in Christ, and this salvation is once for all, but salvation by
growth is a continuous process and never ceases during the
earthly lifetime of the children of God.
1 Pet.2:34,45
“If ” (Gk. ei) means, “because, since”; it is not the “if ” of doubt,
but the “if ” of argument. There was no doubt that those to
whom Peter wrote had tasted that the Lord is gracious, for they
had been redeemed and born again. It is the same conjunction (ei) that is used in Col.3:16; “If (ei) then ye were raised
together with Christ.” There was no doubt that they had been
raised with Christ. But it is quite different in Heb.3:67, where
4. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet.2.3
5. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet%202.4
6. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Col.3.1
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“if ” (Gk. ean) means “if, on condition that.” It is the “if ” of
condition, and not the “if ” of argument. Those in the house
of God would remain there on condition that they held fast.
About this there cannot be two opinions, and those who faithfully handle the inspired Scriptures will be careful to follow the
mind of the Spirit in each passage.
Since those to whom Peter wrote had tasted that the Lord was
gracious, they had to come again to Him and to continue coming, not to a Saviour who would save them from the penalty
of sin – that was an accomplished fact – but to Christ, the living Stone, the Stone which the builders rejected (Ps.118:228;
Matt.21:429), the Stone which was and still is rejected by men,
but with God He is both elect, or chosen of God, and precious.
Here we have a similar thought, but under a different similitude, to what Paul writes in Heb.13:1310, “Let us therefore
go forth unto Him without the camp, bearing His reproach.”
Christ is both elected and rejected, elected by God and rejected
by men, and we should be like Him in this world.
1 Pet.2:511
Christ is the living Stone, and we also are living stones, but
stones do not make a house, unless they are built up according
to a pattern. God’s house had ever a pattern. Moses was given
the pattern of God’s house, the tabernacle in the wilderness.
7. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Heb.3.6
8. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ps.118.22
9. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt.21.42
10. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Heb.13.13
11. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet.2.5
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“Let them make Me a sanctuary; that I may dwell among them.
According to all that I shew thee, the pattern of the tabernacle,
and the pattern of all the furniture thereof, even so shall ye
make it” (Ex.25:812,913). David, too, got the pattern of the
house of God which he gave to Solomon (1 Chron.28:112114). Ezekiel also received the pattern of God’s house which he
was to show to the house of Israel (Ezek.43:10-1215). “Let them
measure the pattern,” said God through Ezekiel. God’s children
do well today to measure the pattern of the house of God in
the New Testament, and then with the measuring rod of God’s
word, measure where they are to see whether it agrees with the
Scriptures.
Let them not hold down the truth in unrighteousness, but let
the truth speak to them (Rom.1:1816). “Ye are built up,” means
“ye are being built up”; it is continuous. It may also be rendered “be ye built”; see AV/KJV margin. The building of the
house of God is a continuous process; a condition of remaining in God’s house is, “if we hold fast.” In Heb.317 the fallingaway doctrine is plainly taught, not falling away from Christ
as Saviour, which can never take place, but falling away from
the living God (verse 12), the God of the house of God (1
Tim.3:1518). God’s spiritual house, composed of saints, built
12. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Exod.25.8
13. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ex%2025.9
14. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Chron.28.11-%2021
15. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ezek.43.10-12
16. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom.1.18
17. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Heb.3
18. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Tim.3.15
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together according to the pattern contained in the New Testament, is also a holy priesthood, the purpose of which is to offer
up spiritual sacrifices which are acceptable to God through Jesus Christ, the Great Priest (Heb.8:319,10:2120,2221). God the
Father is the object of worship (Matt.4:1022; Jn 4:2323,2424).
1 Pet.2:625,726
The house of God remains ever a possibility, and the offering of
spiritual sacrifices therefrom by a holy priesthood is because of
the fact that the Lord is laid in Mount Zion above as the chief
corner Stone (Heb.12:2227). All the heavenly hosts are under
His control; all created heavenly beings are in alignment with
Him, as a building is laid out from the corner stone, it is under
the rule of line and plummet. Christ is Son and Great Priest
over the house of God (Heb.3:628,10:2129), over those who acknowledge His authority. He has also all authority on earth,
though we see not yet all things subjected to Him (Heb.2:830),
but the time will come when He will sit upon earthly Zion,
19. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Heb.8.3
20. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Heb%2010.21
21. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Heb%2010.22
22. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt.4.10
23. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%204.23
24. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Jn%204.24
25. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet.2.6
26. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet%202.7
27. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Heb.12.22
28. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Heb.3.6
29. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Heb%2010.21
30. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Heb.2.8
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and then judgement will be the line, and righteousness the
plummet, and all will be brought into line with His authority
(Isa.28:1631,1732). But that day for the earth is not yet; it awaits
His coming again as the Son of Man.
The Stone which the builders (the elders of Israel) rejected has
become the Head of the corner in the heavenly Zion, of the edifice of the whole angelic order. And if saints on earth would
be right they, too, must obey His word, spoken by the Lord
Himself and by Him through His apostles. “For you therefore which believe is the preciousness.” Believe what? Believe in
Christ as Saviour? No, that is not the truth with which Peter
is dealing. He is dealing with Christ, the living corner Stone
whom men rejected, and whom God has exalted to His throne
on Mount Zion above, to whose authority it is the privilege of
saints to be subject, and whose commandments they are privileged to obey, if they would become a house for God to dwell
in, and a priesthood to offer to Him. But what of those who
disbelieve? Their portion is stated in the next verse.
1 Pet.2:833
Here we have the fatal choice of the people of Israel through
their elders: “And as soon as it was day, the assembly of the
elders (the elderhood) of the people was gathered together,
both chief priests and scribes; and they led Him away into
their council” (Lk.22:6634) (Sanhedrim, the council of seventy
31. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Isa.28.16
32. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Isa%2028.17
33. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet.2.8
34. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Luke.22.66
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elders who sat in Moses’ seat, Matt.23:235,336;
Num.11:1637,1738), and they condemned and rejected the
Lord there. He was to the leaders of the nation and all who followed them, a Stone of stumbling and Rock of offence. They
stumbled at Him nationally and fell and were broken to pieces
(Matt.21:4439). They stumbled because they were disobedient;
they refused to be convinced despite all He said and did. Then
we come to the solemn word of divine decision in regard to the
Israel nation – “Whereunto also they were appointed.”
Paul deals fully with this matter of God’s governmental dealings with Israel in Rom.1140, in which we see God giving to Israel a spirit of stupor, and their eyes were darkened that they
should not see, and so a hardening in part befell Israel, until the
fulness of the Gentiles should come in (Rom.11:7-1041,2542).
Though Israel was appointed to stumble nationally at Christ
and fall and be broken to pieces, no individual Jew is appointed
to stumble at Christ and fall and become a lost soul in eternity.
The message of life is to whomsoever, and it was to the Jew
first and also to the Greek. We must distinguish between God’s
dealings with Israel nationally and with the Jew as a man.
Though the nation rejected Christ, yet the door of mercy was
35. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt.23.2
36. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%2023.3
37. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Num.11.16
38. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Num%2011.17
39. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt.21.44
40. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom.11
41. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom.11.7-10
42. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%2011.25
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ever open to those who repudiated the action of their leaders
or to the leaders who repudiated their own action in the crucifixion of the Lord, as many did, in Acts 2:36-4243 and after,
for a great company of the priests became obedient to the faith
(Acts 6:744). The wrath of God came upon Israel nationally
(1 Thess.2:14-1645: God eventually sent the Romans who destroyed the Jews and burnt Jerusalem (Matt.22:746), but this
must be distinguished from the rejection of Christ by the individual Jew and the punishment of the Christ-rejector in hell.
1 Pet.2:947,1048
“Race” (Gk. genos) means offspring, progeny, and, in consequence, family, kindred. They were “an elect race.” Besides, they
were “a royal priesthood.” In verse 5 these same people are
called “a holy priesthood.” It has been taught from the time of
Luther that all believers are priests. It is more correct to say
that all believers have a birthright to priesthood, but not all believers exercise their birthright. Those who are called priests,
in Rev.1:649, were in the seven churches which were in Asia,
and are comprehended within the scope of Peter’s first letter,
who wrote to those in Asia as well as the other four Roman
provinces. Priests of the house of Aaron could not function
apart from being in the house of God. Priestly service and
43. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%202.36-42
44. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%206.7
45. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Thess.2.14-16
46. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt.22.7
47. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet.2.9
48. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet%202.10
49. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rev.1.6

NOTES ON THE EPISTLES BY PETER

29

God’s house cannot be separated, either in the past or present.
Blemished sons of Aaron who had permanent defects could
not engage in the work of priests in a past dispensation, though
they ate the bread of their God.
Such could neither come into the sanctuary nor approach to
the altar (Lev.21:16-2450). Again a man of Aaron’s seed who
was a leper or had a running issue was not even allowed to eat
of the holy things. If he did approach to the holy things he was
to be cut off from before the LORD (Lev.22:351,452). It is far
too undefined a statement to say that every believer is a priest.
To be priests, however, is the birthright of believers. In order to
exercise this birthright believers must be in the house of God,
forming part of the holy and royal priestood. “A holy nation”
shows a people together subject to authority, and obedient to
the law which governs the nation, not the law of Moses now,
but the law of Christ (1 Cor.9:2153), which is the faith of our
Lord Jesus Christ (James 2:154), which was once for all delivered to the saints (Jud. 355). “A people for God’s own possession,” or “a peculiar people,” this carries one back in thought
to Ex.19:556,657, where we hear God saying to Israel at Sinai:
“Now therefore, if ye will obey My voice indeed, and keep My
50. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Lev.21.16-24
51. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Lev.22.3
52. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Lev%2022.4
53. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Cor.9.21
54. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/James%202.1
55. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Jude.%203
56. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Exod.19.5
57. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ex%2019.6
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covenant, then ye shall be a peculiar treasure unto Me from
among all peoples: ... and ye shall be unto Me a kingdom of
priests, and an holy nation.”
The parallel between 1 Pet.258 and Ex.1959 and Ex.2460, is too
close to be denied. The conditions are similar in both cases –
obedience to the revealed will of God, for if people are to be together and function together in collective life, then obedience
to revealed and collectively accepted conditions are necessary.
Upon Israel’s acceptance of the conditions of the covenant,
God revealed to them His desire to have a house, a dwelling
or sanctuary, and to dwell among them (Ex.25:1-961), and thus
the tabernacle came into being and the service of God in Israel
commenced. The purpose of God in a holy priesthood is to offer spiritual sacrifices to God through Jesus Christ (1 Pet.2:562),
and that in the same people as a royal priesthood is to show
forth the Lord’s excellencies, which are the excellencies of Deity revealed in the Lord’s Manhood.
“Excellencies” means “virtues.” Virtue (Gk. arete) means
“goodness of any kind” and here means “transcendence of divine perfections.” We have been called, in His effectual calling,
out of darkness into His marvellous light. It is marvellous light
indeed when we contrast the darkness of unbelief with the
light in which the enlightened believer dwells through the
Spirit in revealed truths of the Scriptures, which truths form
58. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet.2
59. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Exod.19
60. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Exod.24
61. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Exod.25.1-9
62. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet.2.5
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the truth, like the colours of light which together form light.
God’s New Testament people were once no people, but in wondrous grace, through divine regeneration and the call of God to
come out and be separate in order to give effect to His revealed
will, God’s people came into existence in the days of the apostles, and today a remnant is found together in God’s house to
do what the churches of God did at the beginning of the dispensation.
Such a people knew not the mercy of God once, but now they
have obtained mercy. God’s remnant today can say as the remnant of old said, “And now for a little moment grace hath been
shewed from the LORD our God, to leave us a remnant to escape, and to give us a nail in His holy place, that our God may
lighten our eyes, and give us a little reviving” (Ezra 9:863).
1 Pet.2:1164,1265
“Beseech” may also be rendered “exhort.” Believers in this
world are only sojourners or temporary residents. It is also true
of all men that their day in the world is very temporary compared with the permanence of eternity, but the unbeliever does
not acknowledge this, for this world is the only home he has;
his portion is in this life. The enlightened believer is travelling
on to his home and rest. He is a pilgrim, a person residing in
a country not his own. He is exhorted to abstain from fleshly
lusts, or desires of the flesh, which war (as an army on a military
expedition) against the soul. Their objective is to wound and
63. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ezra%209.8
64. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet.2.11
65. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet%202.12
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reduce the believer to enslavement, so that he may become useless to God. By such lusts, if permitted, he is dragged back to
the level of ordinary men of the world. In contrast, his behaviour is to be of such a character, that though men would wish
to speak against the believer, his good works cause them to glorify God in the day that He visits them.
Visitation (Gk. episkope) means “inspection” and is the word
used of the work of an overseer, in 1 Tim.3:166: The word
may be applied to a time of God visiting men in mercy, as in
Lk.19:4467: A day of visitation may also be one of judgement, as
in Isa.10:368: The visitation Peter has in mind seems to be one
of mercy, wherein men glorify God for the lives of saints which
were as shining lights to them.
1 Pet.2:13,14
Subjection is a necessary lesson which God’s saints need to
learn, especially in the present state of things in the world: (1)
subjection to rulers (verse 13); (2) subjection of servants to
masters (verse 18); (3) subjection of wives to their own husbands (3:1). The form of human government is a human institution or creation (Gk. ktisis, creation, see RV margin). Perhaps there never was a day when so many diverse forms of human government occupy men’s minds: (1) rulers by natural descent, (2) rulers elected by the people, (3) rulers raised up by
dominating foreign powers, and (4) autocrats who grasp the
reins of government by destroying the lives of others, or by arti66. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Tim.3.1
67. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Luke.19.44
68. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Isa.10.3
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fice, or by both. It is not for believers to choose the kind of government they think should exist, but to acknowledge the institution of men as that to which they are to be subject. They must
be subject to the supreme head, king or president, and to their
governors who are sent to maintain law and order, and to punish evil-doers and to praise well-doers. To these and all forms of
human government in whatever land it may be, the believer is
to be subject.
1 Pet.2:1569,1670,1771
“Well-doing” is the banner and battle-cry of saints. With it
they march against the forces of ignorance and all kinds of evil.
Through it they are strong, and without it they are as a flock
of terror-stricken sheep ready to be devoured by wolves. The
will of God was that by well- doing they should silence and
put to shame human ignorance. Though freeborn, and delivered from the bondage in which they previously were, yet they
were bond-servants of God; and a cloak of wickedness ill became those in such high service and employment. They were as
heaven’s gentlemen to be careful of their manners and to honour all men. Courteous behaviour is ever becoming in a Christian. Whilst we are to honour all men, there are those who are
nearer to us, and these we are to love; love the brotherhood, all
such as are in a unity of brethren.

69. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet.2.15
70. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet%202.16
71. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet%202.17
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The word is again used in 1 Pet.5:972, where it is translated
brethren, but it should be brotherhood (see RVM). It shows
those who were brethren joined together in unity, similar to
priests united in a priesthood (1 Pet.2:573,974). They were to
fear God, and of the fear of the LORD David said that it “is
clean, enduring for ever” (Ps.19:975). It is both wisdom (Job
28:2876), and the beginning of wisdom and knowledge
(Prov.1:777,9:1078). The word Honour (Gk. timao) means “to
estimate,” “to fix a value upon,” and in consequence “to respect,
to reverence.” This reverence due to the king must ever be regulated by the reverence due to God implied in the fear of God.
1 Pet.2:1879,1980
“Servants” means household-servants (see RV marg.), they
were domestic servants who lived in the house, who were probably household slaves. This thought is strengthened by the
word in the Greek for “master” (Gk. despotes), the “absolute
master or lord” who had unqualified authority, a master of
slaves. To such masters Christian household-servants were to
be subject, whether the masters were good and gentle or
froward (Gk. skolios, “crooked” or “perverse, hard to please,
72. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet.5.9
73. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet.2.5
74. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet%202.9
75. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ps.19.9
76. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Job%2028.28
77. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Prov.1.7
78. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Prov%209.10
79. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet.2.18
80. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet%202.19
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peevish, morose”). To be subject to masters of the latter sort
was acceptable (grace, R.V. marg.); it showed what grace could
do or bear for conscience towards God, when servants had to
suffer wrongfully.
1 Pet.2:2081
There is no glory in suffering for one’s own wrong-doing, but
there is glory when one suffers for well-doing. If such suffering
is taken patiently then such is acceptable or grace with God.
The fruits of grace in the lives of saints are well-pleasing to
God. How well pleasing this is to God is revealed in the next
verse.
1 Pet.2:2182
Christ is the example for all, whether they be suffering servants
or other sufferers. Saints are called to a path of suffering in
this world. The Lord assured His own that in the world they
would have tribulation, but in Him they would have peace.
They were to be of good cheer, for He had overcome the world
(Jn 16:3383). He suffered for us; it was because of us that He
had all His suffering as Jehovah’s Servant, and servants were
called upon to follow His steps. They were to be sufferers, following a suffering Leader.
1 Pet.2:2284,2385
81. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet.2.20
82. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet.2.21
83. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2016.33
84. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet.2.22
85. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet%202.23
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John tells us that “in Him is no sin,” no original sin such as that
in which all mankind is conceived (Ps.52:586), and here we are
told by Peter that He “did no sin.” No guile, fraud or deceit, was
found in His mouth. When He was reviled or was railed at, He
railed not in return. He did not return word for word or blow
for blow. When He suffered He did not threaten His persecutors with dire retribution for their actions. He committed His
cause to God who judgeth righteously, as is said, “He is near
that justifieth Me” (Isa.50:887). The time will come when His
persecutors will stand before Him to hear His just sentence,
but that was not in His lifetime on earth.
1 Pet.2:2488,2589
Here was the consummating act of God’s suffering Servant,
when in His own body He bore our sins upon (Gk. epi, upon),
not to or up to the tree. The suffering of Christ for sins was
once only (1 Pet.3: 1890), and that was when He was hanging
on the tree. It was then that God laid upon Him the iniquity
of us all (Isa.53:691). Peter, without doubt, had Isa.5392 before
his mind when he wrote “by whose stripes (or bruises) ye were
healed,” and that “ye were going astray like sheep.” We have
now a Divine Shepherd and Overseer to care for our souls,
and, like David, we can say, “The LORD is my Shepherd”
86. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ps.52.5
87. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Isa.50.8
88. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet.2.24
89. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet%202.25
90. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet.3.%2018
91. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Isa.53.6
92. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Isa.53
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(Ps.23:193), He who is the Good, Great and Chief Shepherd.
Christ bore our sins as our Saviour and Substitute, and we in
Him have died unto (not for) sins, and now it is ours to live unto righteousness, to the doing of what is right.

93. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ps.23.1

COMMENTARY ON 1 PETER 3
1 Pet.3:11,22
“In like manner” casts us back on the matter of the subjection
of believers to kings and governors, and of believing servants
to their masters. Here it is the subjection of wives to their own
husbands. Subjection is one of the necessary lessons Christians
need to learn. Christian wives are to seek to gain their husbands who are disobedient to God’s word, not by firing scripture texts at them, or reproving them in other ways, but by their
behaviour. In them husbands are to be able to witness the word
of God in practice in a chaste manner of life in fear. Not dread,
but fear lest anything be done which would destroy the objective they have before them, of gaining or enriching themselves
by having their husbands walking in obedience to the Lord, like
themselves.
1 Pet.3:33,44
Here are two ways of adorning: (1) the body, with braided
hair, wearing jewels and fine clothes; (2) the hidden man of the
heart, with that which is incorruptible, a meek and quiet spirit,
which is in the sight of God of great price. If the heart is right
within, then there will be little need for cosmetics and other
things for bodily adornment (Gk. “cosmos,” translated adorn1. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet.3.1
2. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet%203.2
3. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet.3.3
4. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet%203.4
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ing, the beautiful display of hair, jewels and the conspicuousness of the latest fashion). The beauty of the hidden man of the
heart will give womanly grace which all who see it cannot but
admire. Such clothing is heaven’s fashion, not according to the
fashion centres of the earth.
1 Pet.3:55,66
The conduct of holy women is contrasted with that of common
women. The latter went in for a great display of bodily adornment, the former were concerned with the beauty of the heart.
We have to remember that “the LORD seeth not as man seeth;
for man looketh on the outward appearance, but the LORD
looketh on the heart” (1 Sam.16:77). In fleeing from decking
oneself according to the latest fashion model, women need not
run to the opposite extreme and become dowdy in their appearance, as though dowdiness would more abundantly show
the beauty of the hidden man of the heart. One need not become a spectacle to show this. Dowdiness may equally mar testimony as fashionableness.
Christians should so dress, both men and women, that their
outward attire may be in keeping with their profession. “In
modest apparel” are the fitting words of Paul (1 Tim.2:98). Subjection is seen in the words of Sarah in her old age. She still in
old age had that reverence for her husband which she had in
youth. She said to the angel concerning her husband Abraham,
5. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet.3.5
6. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet%203.6
7. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Sam.16.7
8. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Tim.2.9
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“my lord being old also” (Gen.18:129). In such a case wives will
not be put in fear by any terror, and married life will be a delight, as God intended it should be.
1 Pet.3:710
Husbands have to see that they play their part in the happiness
of married life. What an amount of wise dealing is contained in
the exhortation – “Dwell with your wives according to knowledge”! In the secrets of married life that only husband and wife
are privy to, the husband’s knowledge of his wife, who is the
physically weaker partner, or generally so, of the union, plays a
large part. If he acts according to his knowledge, he will be a
wise man and will pave the way to his own happiness as well as
that of his wife and of his family, if they are blessed with a family. It is abominable if Christians follow the ways of the world.
The husband is to give honour to the wife as unto the weaker
vessel. He is the head and chief partner to the union and much
depends upon him.
The English word husband is an abbreviation of “house-band,”
the one who binds the house together. Husband and wife are
joint-heirs of the grace of life. This is a peculiar statement not
found elsewhere in the Scripture. It is evident that Peter views
marriage here as much more than the physical union of male
and female, in that they become one flesh. The word here is not
Bios, which means the present state of existence, but Zoe, the
word always used in the Scriptures wherr reference is made to
eternal life, that is, to the higher life. That the “grace of life” is
9. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gen.18.12
10. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet.3.7
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the higher spiritual life is indicated by the words which follow,
“that your prayers be not hindered.” The behaviour of the husband and wife is to be such that communion between themselves in spiritual things is not broken, and, in consequence,
communion with God hindered. It is a calamity in the home
of Christians when the Bible is not opened and read and when
joint prayer ceases.
1 Pet.3:811,912
It is of the greatest importance that saints together in the house
of God should be of the same mind, not only in doctrine, but
in their disposition or attitude to each other, “thinking, feeling,
and acting alike,” “compassionate,” that is, sympathetic, “loving
as brethren, tender- hearted, humble-minded.” No exposition
is needed of such excellent words of exhortation; their meaning
is evident. If believers were in such a condition, how smoothly collective life would flow! There is to be no rendering of
evil for evil, nor reviling for reviling. The Lord is to be our example in this, for when He was reviled, He reviled not again.
The Christian instead of being a reviler or railer should be one
whose words are a blessing, they should “give grace to them
that hear” (Eph.4:2913: Paul said, “Bless them that persecute
you; bless, and curse not” (Rom.12:1414). If they bless, then
they will themselves inherit a blessing. The words which form
their title to this inheritance of blessing are clear.
11. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet.3.8
12. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet%203.9
13. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eph.4.29
14. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom.12.14
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1 Pet.3:1015,1116,1217
words are the teaching of David on the fear of the LORD,
when he said, “Come, ye children, hearken unto me: I will
teach you the fear of the LORD” (Ps.34:11-1618: This psalm
was written by David following his deliverance from Abimelech (Achish) (1 Sam.21:10-1519). He fled from the persecution of Saul to Achish for protection, but he found that he was
in even greater danger among the Philistines than he was from
Saul and his own people. If he was to win through to the good
days the LORD had promised him, when he would be king
over all Israel, it would not be by a policy of vilification of Saul
and of Israel. He had to keep his tongue from evil, and there
should be no deceit in his mouth. He was to do good though
others might do evil to him. He was to be in hot pursuit of
peace even amidst his days of turbulence. He was to learn that
the LORD knows all, for His eyes are upon the righteous and
His ears are open to their cry. His face is against the evil-doers.
If we would ever remember that God sees us and hears when
we cry to Him, it would save us from saying and doing things
that grieve Him and which are against our own well-being.
1 Pet.3:1320,1421
15. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet.3.10
16. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet%203.11
17. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet%203.12
18. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ps.34.11-16
19. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Sam.21.10-15
20. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet.3.13
21. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet%203.14
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Solomon wrote, “When a man’s ways please the LORD, He
maketh even his enemies to be at peace with him”
(Prov.16:722). When Jehoshaphat walked in the first ways of
his father David and when he sent princes, Levites and priests
to teach the law of the LORD in all the cities of Judah, “the
fear (or terror) of the LORD fell upon all the kingdoms of the
lands that were round about Judah, so that they made no war
against Jehoshaphat” (2 Chron.17:3-1023). It does, nevertheless, happen that God’s saints are caused to suffer for righteousness’ sake, even as the blessed Master suffered in His day on
earth. “A sufferer all His life was He, A dying Lamb at last.” He
said, “Blessed are they that have been persecuted for righteousness’ sake,” and again, “Blessed are ye when men shall reproach
you, and persecute you, and say all manner of evil against you
falsely, for My sake. Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is
your reward in heaven” (Matt.5:10-1224). “Fear not their fear”
is a rendering of Isa.8:1225: Men have their fear, but men’s fear
is not to be the fear of God’s saints. Those who fear God have
no fear of divine retribution, but for persecutors there is punishment ahead; for though God allows His saints to suffer betimes, He is not unconcerned about it. See 2 Thess.1:4-1026:
1 Pet.3:1527,1628
22. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Prov.16.7
23. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Chron.17.3-10
24. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt.5.10-12
25. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Isa.8.12
26. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Thess.1.4-10
27. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet.3.15
28. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet%203.16
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Here is one of those proofs of the Deity of the Lord Jesus
which occur frequently in the Sacred Scriptures. This refers to
Isa.8:1329, where we have Isaiah saying, “The LORD of hosts,
Him shall ye sanctify.” Peter renders this, “Sanctify in your
hearts Christ as Lord” (RV). Christ the Lord is the LORD of
Hosts. Sanctify means to set apart, and the Lord is to be Lord
in our hearts, to dominate our whole being in all its affections
and activities. If this is so, then we shall be ever ready to give a
reason for our hope, and this we are to do with meekness and
fear, without ostentation. If we have a good conscience that our
manner of life is in keeping with our testimony, then we need
be in terror of no one, whatever may be said regarding our life
and hope. “Christ liveth in me,” said Paul. The old Saul-life was
dead; it was now the Christ-life, a life ever beautiful and radiant.
1 Pet.3:17-1830
Christ is an ensample in suffering. He suffered for the sins of
others, the object of this was that He might bring them to God.
He was righteous and those who caused Him to suffer were
unrighteous. If saints suffer, let it not be for evil-doing. The
Lord was a sufferer all His life, suffering ever for well-doing,
but when He suffered for sins, it was once and once only, when
He hung on the cross, bearing our sins in His own body on the
tree. He was not the Sin-bearer all His lifetime. We must distinguish between His suffering once at the hands of God for
sins, and His day-by-day sufferings at the hands of men. He was
put to death in the flesh, but quickened or made alive in the
29. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Isa.8.13
30. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet.3.17-18
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Spirit. Spirit here is the Person of the Holy Spirit and should be
printed, as in AV/KJV, with a capital. The Spirit was the One
by or in whom He was made alive. He rose from the dead in
the body in which He was nailed to the tree. He showed to the
disciples and also to Thomas the print of the nails in His hands,
and the spear-wound in His side, the marks of identification
(Jn 20:2031,2532,2733).
1 Pet.3:1934,2035
We have here an admittedly difficult passage upon which we
tender our view. Firstly, we are told that Christ did not go in
Person and preach to those spirits, but went in the same Spirit as that in which He was quickened after His death on the
cross. If the heralding took place in prison, in Hades, why was
it limited to the people who perished in the flood of Noah?
Others perished in signal judgements, such as the people of
Sodom and Gomorrah, Pharaoh’s army in the Red Sea, the host
of Sennacherib, and why should the preaching be limited to the
Antedeluvians? This presents a difficulty, if the preaching took
place in Hades. Then again, What could be the message heralded to these people in Hades? Was it a message of hope and deliverance? This could not be! If it were, it would open up a vast
question which would be against any scripture we know in the
whole range of the word of God.
31. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2020.20
32. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Jn%2020.25
33. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Jn%2020.27
34. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet.3.19
35. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet%203.20
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Then, was the message one of added doom and despair? What
would be the value of such a preaching? It seems to us that
the simple, straightforward interpretation of the passage is this,
that Christ went in the Holy Spirit and preached by the mouth
of Noah who was a preacher of righteousness (2 Pet.2:536).
Both the preaching to and the disobedience of the Antedeluvians (who disbelieved aforetime) were “when the longsuffering of God waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was
a preparing.” “When” and “while” refer to the same time as
the preaching and the disobedience. God speaking to men on
earth by the mouth of His prophets, and also by the apostles (2
Pet.3:237), is one of the most common things in the Scriptures.
“He spake by the mouth of His holy prophets which have been
since the world began” (Lk.1:7038). “God spake by the mouth
of His holy prophets which have been since the world began”
(Acts 3:2139). “The Holy Spirit spake before by the mouth of
David” (Acts 1:1640). David spoke in the Spirit (Matt.22:4341),
and the Spirit of the LORD spoke by him, and His word was
upon his tongue (2 Sam.23: 242).
The Spirit of Christ who was in the prophets “testified beforehand the sufferings of Christ, and the glories that should follow them” (1 Pet.1:1143). “Men spake from God, being moved
36. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Pet.2.5
37. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Pet.3.2
38. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Luke.1.70
39. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%203.21
40. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%201.16
41. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt.22.43
42. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Sam.23.%202
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by the Holy Spirit” (2 Pet.1:2144). We believe that Christ in
the Spirit spoke to the men of Noah’s time, even as the gospel
is now preached “by the Holy Spirit sent forth from heaven”
through men (1 Pet.1:1245). The following is a helpful note
by Mr. William Kelly on this difficult passage: “To be understood, this verse must be taken with what goes before. Christ
was ‘put to death in the flesh, but quickened by the Spirit, by
which also He went and preached unto the spirits in prison,
which sometime were disobedient, when once the long-suffering of God waited in the days of Noah,’ etc., just as we read,
in 1 Pet.1:10-1246, of Christ’s Spirit in the prophets testifying, so here we learn that His Spirit preached (i.e. in Noah).
Those who heard were disobedient then, and their spirits are
in prison now. Christ’s Spirit, by Noah, went and preached to
them when they were living men, before the Deluge came; but
they rejected it, and now, consequently, their spirits are kept for
judgement.
The collocation of the Greek (tois en phulake pneumasin) is
decisive, that the true connection is not between the preaching, but the spirits and the prison. The preaching was by
Christ’s Spirit in Noah to men on earth, whose spirits are now
imprisoned till the judgement of the dead.” Peter tells us that
those in the ark were saved through water. They were saved by
the ark from the water, which was God’s judgement upon the
world, but they were saved by the water from the corrupt world
43. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet.1.11
44. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Pet.1.21
45. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet.1.12
46. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet.1.10-12
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which was destroyed by the flood. “Saved” and “salvation” do
not refer always to salvation from the same danger – God’s
wrath. We need to be saved from men, as well as from God’s
wrath, “Save yourselves from this crooked generation,” said Peter (Acts 2:4047), and there are many like exhortations regarding salvation from surrounding dangers in this present evil age.
1 Pet.3:2148,2249
Sprinkling water on infants and adults is a mockery of divine
regeneration, and the mocking rite of churches (so called)
which do not hold baptismal regeneration, is in no sense baptism. Baptism means dipping, and in scriptural language signifies burial and resurrection, a figure of the Lord’s burial and
resurrection (Rom.6:350,451; Col.2:1252). Baptism in water is
not necessary to salvation from hell, as some teach, for salvation from hell is by God’s grace through our faith in Christ,
and through faith in Christ alone (Acts 16:3053,3154;
Eph.2:555,856,957). As Noah and his family were saved by the ark
from the waters of judgement and from a corrupt world by the
47. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%202.40
48. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet.3.21
49. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet%203.22
50. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom.6.3
51. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%206.4
52. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Col.2.12
53. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%2016.30
54. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%2016.31
55. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eph.2.5
56. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eph%202.8
57. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eph%202.9
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same judgement of the flood, so after a true likeness baptism
saves us, if we truly appreciate that baptism is not just dipping
a person in water, but it has a spiritual significance. It signifies that the believer who died with Christ to sin is buried with
Him and raised with Him, the object of this being that the old
life which ended in death is finished and buried.
We should be raised from a corrupt world, as the ark of Noah
was by the water, from the evil world that then was to the top
of Ararat. The believer is now to walk in newness of life. If
this truth is appreciated it will save the believer from the corruptions of the world. It is in such a sense that the believer is
saved through water. Though the believer should regard himself as dead to this world and buried, dead to all its plans and
pleasures, the corruptions of his flesh are not put away by baptism. Noah, who was saved from a corrupt world, planted a
vineyard, made wine and drank too freely, and “was drunken”
(Gen.9:2158), and “old Noah,” or “old Adam,” still lives in our
flesh, and we need to learn what it means to die daily (1
Cor.15:3159). Paul also said of himself, “Always bearing about
in the body the dying of Jesus, that the life also of Jesus may be
manifested in our body” (2 Cor.4:1060). Death is the only way
that the corruptions of the flesh can be dealt with.
Baptism is the question or demand of a good conscience, and
when it is obeyed it is the answer of that same good conscience
toward or unto God; it is the outward sign of the invisible conscience within. Christ is raised from the dead, but the unbap58. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gen.9.21
59. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Cor.15.31
60. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Cor.4.10
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tized believer who died with Him is neither buried nor raised
with Him through faith in the working of God who raised
Him from the dead (Col.2:1261). He who has been raised is
on the right hand of God, and to Him angels, authorities and
powers are subject, but the unbaptized believer is not subject
or obedient. No wonder conscience often knocks at his heart’s
door demanding that he should obey the word of the Lord.

61. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Col.2.12

COMMENTARY ON 1 PETER 4
1 Pet.4:11,22
Here the believer is to arm himself with the same idea, thought,
or intention, that he is to be a sufferer in the flesh as Christ was,
He who suffered at the hands of men. Consequently, when suffering is his portion, he is not to be surprised as though some
strange thing has happened to him (verses 12,13). It is what the
believer is to expect in this world. Then Peter adds, “For he that
hath suffered in the flesh hath ceased from sin,” that is, he has
done with, left off, desisted or refrained from sin. Suffering in
this world (not bodily illness) is a purifier in the life of the believer, as we learn from Heb.12:4-113, and by it God chastens
His sons so that they may become partakers of His holiness.
The object of suffering, as stated by Peter, is that we should no
longer live the rest of our time in the flesh (that is during this
earthly life) to the lusts of men, but to the will of God. “The
rest of your time,” what an opportunity, be the time long or
short, to devote it to the doing of God’s will, and there is nothing more important!
1 Pet.4:34,45

1. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet.4.1
2. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet%204.2
3. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Heb.12.4-11
4. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet.4.3
5. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet%204.4
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The time past, previous to conversion, is a sufficient part of human existence to be devoted to work the desire, purpose or determination of the Gentiles, and to have walked in all forms of
lust, and in some cases idolatry. How frequently the unbeliever is surprised in the changed behaviour of a friend who has
just been saved by grace! The whole attitude of each to each is
changed by the one having become a new creature in Christ.
The greater the change in the believer the greater the wonderment of the unbeliever. Then sometimes evil- speaking starts
and scorn is heaped on the believer.
1 Pet.4:56,67
Solemn indeed will be the accountability of the wicked in the
day of judgement. They wilfully allow themselves to be cheated
that the day of judgement will never come or that it is far distant from them and they have more than enough time to reform their ways, whereas the Lord is ready to judge, and was
ready to judge the living and the dead when the epistle was
written. The wicked have no time to lose to repent and believe
the gospel. Death is an enemy who may come upon them unawares, and then time will be gone. Then we are told that it
was unto this end, in view of divine judgement, that the gospel
was preached to the dead, that is the dead in trespasses and
sins (Eph.2:18), not to persons who once lived and are now
dead (certainly not to the physically dead), that they might be
judged according to men in the flesh, their sins having been
borne and judged in the person of Christ their Substitute (1
6. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet.4.5
7. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet%204.6
8. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eph.2.1
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Pet.2:249; Rom.5:610,811), the judgement of God for them is
past (Jn 5:2412; Rom.8:113). Now it is theirs to live according to
God in the Spirit. Spirit here is the Holy Spirit. “If we live by
the Spirit, by the Spirit let us also walk (Gal.5:2514).
1 Pet.4:715,816,917,1018
New Testament writers speak of this dispensation as the “end
of the times” (1 Pet.1:2019), “the last days” (Jas.5:320), “the last
hour” (1 Jn 2:1821). If the end was at hand when Peter wrote,
how close to us the end must be now! In the light of the swiftly
approaching end we are to be of sound or sober mind, to be
sober, watchful, vigilant, unto prayers. We are to be fervent
in love among ourselves. Love coves sins, not discovers them.
Where there is little love the sins and wrongs done by one believer to another grow like the snowball, when rolled for a time,
to enormous proportions. “Hatred stirreth up strifes: but love
covereth all transgressions” (Prov.10:1222). Where love is, be9. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet.2.24
10. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom.5.6
11. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%205.8
12. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%205.24
13. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom.8.1
14. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gal.5.25
15. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet.4.7
16. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet%204.8
17. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet%204.9
18. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet%204.10
19. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet.1.20
20. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/James.5.3
21. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20John%202.18
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lievers act like Shem and Japheth in regard to their father’s sin
and shame, but loveless believers act like Ham (Gen.9:20-2723).
How fulsome and wrong it is to murmur at the need of showing hospitality, which means love for strangers, and be glad to
see them go! How has God treated us who were strangers and
aliens? If God loved us, should we not be like the Father’s children and love one another? Whatever gift we have, whether it
is in spiritual things or things material, we are to minister it
among the saints as good and beautiful stewards (for we are
only stewards of what God has given us) of the manifold (Gk.
poikilos, various, variegated, different) grace of God. God’s
manifold grace suits every need and time: His grace is all-sufficient.
1 Pet.4:1124
Speaking and ministering or serving (Gk. diakoneo) are quite
evidently not identical. The speaker is to speak (Gk. laleo) the
words as if he were speaking oracles of God, and he that serves
is to do so in the strength with which God has supplied him,
which, I judge, is something different from mere physical, bodily strength, though that too is necessary in its place. All is to be
done that God may be glorified amongst His people through
Jesus Christ. Due to God is the glory and the dominion or
might unto the ages of the ages. Amen.
1 Pet.4:1225,1326
22. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Prov.10.12
23. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gen.9.20-27
24. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet.4.11
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Satan had been allowed by God to turn on the fire of persecution, to try or tempt (Gk. peirazo) God’s saints so that they
might break down in the temptation, but they were not to
think that something strange had happened. The Lord continually warned His disciples of the suffering that they must expect in this world for His sake. “If the world hateth you, ye
know that it hath hated Me before it hated you....Now have
they both seen and hated both Me and My Father” (Jn
15:1827,1928,2429). These are but a few of the Lord’s statements
of the world’s attitude to the Father, the Son and His disciples.
Suffering saints are to rejoice if they are partakers of, if they
share in, the sufferings of Christ, for at the revelation of His
glory great will be their joy. Great sufferers will be great rejoicers!
1 Pet.4:1430
“Reproached” (Gk. oneidizo) is a bad word, it means “to revile,
scoff at, insult with opprobrious language.” It is the language of
those who live in the darkness of sin when they see coming into view one upon whom the light of the glory of God’s Spirit
dwells. Such as hate the light, hate also the light-givers, believers who are as lights in the world, holding forth the word of
life (Phil.2: 1631). If the believer hides his light, then there will
25. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet.4.12
26. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet%204.13
27. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2015.18
28. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Jn%2015.19
29. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Jn%2015.24
30. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet.4.14
31. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Phil.2.%2016
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be no reproach, for he will be as an ordinary man in whom no
light is, but the glorified saint in this world is sure to be reproached. But blessed are they who shine in this dark world.
“Ye are the light of the world,” said the Lord (Matt.5:1432).
How dark this world would be without the children of God!
1 Pet.4:1533,1634
Believers may bring suffering upon themselves by their behaviour, but they should not. Some think that a believer might be
a thief, an evil-doer or a meddler in other men’s matters, but
he could never be a murderer. Such forget that one who hates
his brother is in God’s sight a murderer. “Whosoever hateth
his brother is a murderer” (1 Jn 3:1535). Indeed if it were not
possible for a believer to be a murderer such an exhortation
would not have been given by Peter. But if any one suffers as a
Christian, a disciple of Christ, he is not to be ashamed of being one who belongs to Christ and follows Him, but rather, he
is to glorify God in this name by which he is called. We are
told “that the disciples were called Christians first in Antioch”
(Acts 11:2636). It was not a nickname, but a correct definition
of their character. They lived like Christ. Called (Gk. chrematizo) means “to transact public business; to converse or treat
about business...in the N.T. to impart a divine warning or admonition...to be called, named, be known by a particular appellation . . .” (Acts 11:2637; Rom.7:338).
32. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt.5.14
33. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet.4.15
34. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet%204.16
35. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20John%203.15
36. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%2011.26
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1 Pet.4:1739,1840
This judgement which begins at the house of God is not such
as we read of in 1 Cor.5:1241,1342: “For what have I to do with
judging them that are without? Do not ye judge them that are
within, whereas them that are without God judgeth? Put away
the wicked man from among yourselves.” Both the elders and
the church of God in Corinth had failed in their responsibility
to judge the fornicator and to put him away, hence Paul had to
judge the case, as he says, “For I verily, being absent in body but
present in spirit, have already, as though I were present, judged
him that hath so wrought this thing” (verse 3).
This same kind of judgement had to be effected by Joshua
the high priest in the remnant that returned from Babylon to
Jerusalem to build the temple. “Thus saith the LORD of Hosts:
If thou wilt walk in My ways, and if thou wilt keep My charge,
then thou also shalt judge My house, and shalt also keep My
courts” (Zech.3:743). See also Deut.17:944 and 1 Cor.6:1-845:
There is a parallel between judgement beginning at the house
of God in the above verses and judgement beginning at God’s
sanctuary or house as portrayed in Ezek.946: Men were marked
37. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%2011.26
38. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom.7.3
39. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet.4.17
40. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet%204.18
41. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Cor.5.12
42. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Cor%205.13
43. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Zech.3.7
44. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Deut.17.9
45. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Cor.6.1-8
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who sighed and cried because of the condition of God’s people
and were to be spared in the judgement which was about to fall
in the coming of Nebuchadnezzar and the Chaldeans, whilst
others were to fall in that judgement as set forth in the six men
with weapons in their hands.
The judgement of God’s house in these verses, in the connection in which they are found, leads one to conclude that it was
by external persecution, which the carnal, worldly- minded believers would not endure but would leave the faithful to continue in their testimony as the pillar and ground of the truth (1
Tim.3:1547). If God judges His house by fiery trial, what shall
be the end of them that obey not the gospel? They have but
one end, the fiery torment of hell. If the righteous is scarcely saved! Mark, it is not if the sinner who believes is scarcely
saved, for there can be no “scarcely”, or with difficulty, in that
glorious salvation by Christ. But here it is the salvation of the
righteous. What is his danger? His danger is not that of eternal fire, but the dangers of this evil world through which he is
passing. He has a trinity of evils to combat, Satan the adversary
in front of him, the world around him, and the flesh within.
But what of the ungodly and sinner who know no present salvation from such evils, who are slaves to sin? Where will they
appear? The answer is at the Great White Throne judgement,
there to hear the fatal sentence and to be cast into the lake of
fire (Rev.20:11-1548). Those who will be there are defined in
Rev.21:849.
46. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ezek.9
47. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Tim.3.15
48. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rev.20.11-15
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1 Pet.4:1950
The Lord in encouraging His disciples in Lk.1251 said that they
were not to fear them that kill the body, but to fear Him who
had power to cast into Gehenna (not His disciples but others).
Then He speaks of God in His faithfulness as Creator, that not
one common sparrow is forgotten in His sight, and His disciples were of more value than many sparrows. He said that the
very hairs of their head were all numbered. He also taught them
lessons from God’s care for the ravens and from the lilies of the
field. Such is the faithful Creator to whom all sufferers are to
commit their souls in well-doing. Let them do well, and God
the Creator will not fail to do well for them. Let none say as did
Zion, “Jehovah hath forsaken me, and the Lord hath forgotten
me...Behold, I have graven thee upon the palms of My hands;
thy walls are continually before Me” (Isa.49:1452,1653).

49. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rev.21.8
50. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet.4.19
51. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Luke.12
52. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Isa.49.14
53. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Isa%2049.16

COMMENTARY ON 1 PETER 5
1 Pet.5:11
As the saints in the churches of God in the five provinces of
Asia are addressed as a whole (1 Pet.1:12) and viewed as a holy
and royal priesthood (1 Pet.2:53,94) and together as a brotherhood (1 Pet.2:175; 1 Pet.5:96), so here the elders of the churches are viewed together and addressed as a whole. The elders
were among the flock (verse 1), and in verse 2, the flock is
among the elders. Peter describes himself as a fellow-elder. An
apostle was an elder, though an elder was not an apostle. Undoubtedly the church of God in Jerusalem was cared for by
the apostles who were also elders, before there came to be “the
apostles and the elders” (Acts 15:67).
“A witness” (Gk. martus) is one who bears testimony, but if he
is to bear testimony he must first of all see and hear, even as Peter and Jn said, “We cannot but speak the things which we saw
and heard” (Acts 4:208). What they saw and heard fitted them
to be credible witnesses. Thus Peter testified of the sufferings of
Christ which he saw. He was also a partaker of the glory which
1. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet.5.1
2. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet.1.1
3. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet.2.5
4. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet%202.9
5. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet.2.17
6. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet.5.9
7. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%2015.6
8. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%204.20
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is to be revealed. Suffering and glory is the way of Christ and
His saints. Alas, the world’s way is glory (for those who get it)
and suffering. It is death and life with the Lord and His own,
but life and death with the world. These things are exemplified
in the story of the rich man and Lazarus in Lk.16:19-319; suffering and comfort in the one case and comfort and suffering
in the other. The lot of each was determined by his attitude to
God.
1 Pet.5:210,311
The elders are here exhorted to tend or shepherd, to feed and
care for, the little flock of God. The word “little flock” is found
in all places where flock refers to the Lord’s own in the New
Testament, except in Matt.26:3112; Jn 10:1613. “Exercising the
oversight,” means doing the work of an overseer. Of this Paul
wrote to Timothy that if any seeketh (stretches forward to) the
work (not the office of a bishop) of an overseer, he desired a
good work. A man qualifies for overseership by the work he
does. Oversight work is not to be of constraint or compulsion,
but is to be voluntary or spontaneous. “According unto God”
is not in the A. V. and some authorities omit the words, but
it is true nevertheless that oversight work is to be carried out
according to God. It is not to be undertaken for monetary reward, for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind, nor yet is there to be
any lording of the overseers over their allotted charge (Gk. ton
9. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Luke.16.19-31
10. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet.5.2
11. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet%205.3
12. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt.26.31
13. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2010.16
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kleron, the lot, which falls to any one, “the church or people of
God, which are said to be their peculiar possession or property,
1 Pet.5:314”).
Instead of lording it over God’s little flock they were to make
themselves ensamples. Eastern shepherds go before the flock,
they do not drive them forward with dogs. So also shepherds of
God’s little flock should go before them as ensamples for them
to follow and imitate. An ensample is a type or pattern.
1 Pet.5:415
The Lord is the Good Shepherd who died (Jn 10:1116), the
Great Shepherd was raised from the dead (Heb.13:2017), and
the Chief Shepherd who shall be manifested to His own at
His coming again, as here, bringing His rewards with Him
(Rev.22:1218). “Crown” (Gk. stephanos) does not always mean
a victor’s crown, but means one which adorns as well. The faithful shepherds of the little flock will be adorned, and so rewarded with the crown of glory which will never fade.
1 Pet.5:519
The younger elders are to be subject to the older elders, and, indeed, all elders are to bind or gird on humility as clothing in
order to serve one another, even as the Lord did prior to the
14. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet.5.3
15. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet.5.4
16. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2010.11
17. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Heb.13.20
18. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rev.22.12
19. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet.5.5
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institution of the remembrance of Himself on the night of the
betrayal. He girded Himself with a towel, poured water into
the basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet (Jn 13:420,521).
Such was His blessed example of lowly service toward His own.
God resisteth, or sets Himself against, the proud, but He giveth
grace to the humble for humble service.
1 Pet.5:622,723
God gives grace to the humble to keep them humble and to enable them to humble themselves still further under the mighty
hand of God. The Lord is our example, who emptied Himself
and humbled Himself to become Man. Then He humbled
Himself still further, becoming obedient to the death of the
cross. What grace was His! The mighty hand of God under
which elders are to humble themselves is the same hand which
will exalt them in due season. A season is a brief period of time.
Elders are to cast all, not some, of their anxiety or care upon
God, who cares for them, in the burdens He has given them
to bear. Moses of old complained to God about the great burden the care of the children of Israel was to him, and seventy
elders were chosen, men who were already elders, to share with
him the burden of responsibility in the rule of God’s people
(Num.1124).
1 Pet.5:825,926
20. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2013.4
21. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Jn%2013.5
22. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet.5.6
23. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet%205.7
24. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Num.11
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Be sober (not intoxicated either with alcohol or with the pride
of position as an elder or with anything which takes away
sense), that is, be prudent, and be watchful, be awake and vigilant, for there is a lion about and the flock needs to be guarded.
The roaring lion, the devil, is your adversary and theirs, and he
is out to kill and devour. “Will a lion roar in the forest, when
he hath no prey?” (Amos 3:427). The elders are to withstand
him, stand against or resist him, firm, steadfast, in the faith.
I think the AV/KJV is correct here “in the faith” rather than
“in your faith” (RV). The same sufferings which the elders addressed were enduring were being accomplished in their brotherhood elsewhere in the world.
1 Pet.5:1028,1129
“In Christ,” a term used by Paul to describe the abiding and
eternal relationship to Christ of believers who are members of
Christ’s Body, is here used by Peter. God, the God of all grace,
the Source of all the grace which has been poured out richly upon us through Jesus Christ, has called us unto His eternal glory in Christ. Here again glory is connected with suffering. For after these saints had suffered a little while He would
perfect (Gk., katartizo, “repair, i. e. restore from breach or decay, mend, whatever damaging effects suffering had had upon
them”). He would also establish, render firm, and strengthen,
25. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet.5.8
26. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet%205.9
27. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Amos%203.4
28. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet.5.10
29. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet%205.11
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impart strength to them. To Him be the dominion or might
unto the ages of the ages. Amen.
1 Pet.5:1230,1331,1432
As Tertius wrote the epistle to the Rom.at Paul’s dictation
(Rom.16:2233), so Silvanus (Silas), the faithful brother as Peter
reckoned him, wrote this epistle at the dictation of Peter. He
sums up this brief letter as being the true grace of God, covering
election, salvation, redemption, regeneration, the house of
God, the functions of the holy and royal priesthood, subjection, suffering, rule. It is an epistle which contains much in little, and he exhorts and testifies that they stand fast in God’s
true grace which he outlines in this letter. She that is elect
together with them in Babylon is the church of God there.
Church is a feminine noun, hence the feminine definite article
(He) is used here.
There is neither the word for church nor woman in the verse.
The correct meaning, I judge, is given in the A. V., “The church
that is at (in) Babylon.” Babylon here I take to mean literal
Babylon and not the Roman church. The apostate Roman
Catholic church was not then in existence. Then it was political
Rome. Saints and churches sent salutations to each other by
apostolic letters, as witness Rom.1634: They were to salute each
other with a kiss of love, we may do likewise by a warm shake of
30. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet.5.12
31. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet%205.13
32. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet%205.14
33. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom.16.22
34. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom.16
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the hand. Peace (the salutation of the Hebrew) be unto you all
in Christ.

COMMENTARY ON 2 PETER 1
2 Pet.1:11,22
In the first epistle Peter writes of himself as “Peter, an apostle
of Jesus Christ,” but here he speaks of himself as “Simon Peter,
a bondservant and apostle of Jesus Christ.” He uses his name
according to nature, Simon, and his new name according to
grace, Peter. In the former epistle to the same people as he now
writes (1 Pet.3:13), he wrote of the true grace of God, grace
which covers the matters of salvation, service, suffering and
rule, and carries the mind forward to the day of the revelation
of the Lord to His own. In his second epistle he writes to them
as those that have obtained by lot a like or equally precious
faith, because this faith is in the same thing, even the righteousness of our God and Saviour Jesus Christ. Faith ever partakes of
the quality of that in which, or the person in whom, it reposes.
If men place faith in men or in deceitful or unworthy things,
then their faith is like in quality to that in which their trust
is. The AV/KJV renders the Greek en “in”, by “through,” that
this like precious faith is obtained through righteousness, but,
I judge, the RV, literally translating en “in,” gives us the correct
thought. This is not faith in imputed righteousness, but faith
in the righteous character of all the dealings of the Lord Jesus
Christ with His own. Moreover, the faith here is not the initial
act of faith of the believing sinner in Christ his Saviour. That
1. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Pet.1.1
2. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Pet%201.2
3. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet.3.1
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faith is not obtained by lot, but comes by the hearing of the
word of God or of Christ in the divine message of salvation. We
obtain faith by lot as the children of Israel obtained the land by
lot at Shiloh (Josh.14:14,25, etc.).
The tribes lived on the things their inheritance produced. We
in this dispensation have not obtained land, but in contrast believers obtain faith by lot, the word of God is that “the just shall
live by (Gk. ek, out of ) faith.” There is nothing more just than
land, if it is tilled it will yield its increase; if it receives rain and
sunshine, the blessings of God. Our faith is in the Lord’s righteousness, who will deal justly with His own according to the irrevocable law, “Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap. For he that soweth
unto his own flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he
that soweth unto the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap eternal life”
(Gal.6:76,87). The Lord will deal justly with His own both now
and at the judgement-seat of Christ. “God accepteth not man’s
person” (Gal.2:68; Deut.10:179).
Some have thought that the RV by making a change in the text
in 1 Tim.3:1610, from “God” to “He who,” was weakening the
testimony of the New Testament to the Deity of Christ, but
here, and in Tit.2:1311, in the RV, the testimony to the Lord’s
4. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Josh.14.1
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Deity is strengthened by correctly rendering the words “our
great God and Saviour Jesus Christ,” instead of “God and our
Saviour Jesus Christ,” as in the A. V. The RV says that Jesus
Christ is God as well as Saviour. “Grace and peace,” in the apostolic salutations, are multiplied within the sphere of the knowledge of our God and of Jesus our Lord. The true knowledge of
the divine Persons of the Godhead does not puff up, but is a
spiritual knowledge which produces lowliness of mind and humility of demeanour.
2 Pet.1:312
The source of the supply of all things is by the divine power of
God. All things are His servants. The covenant God (Heb. El
Shaddai) of Abraham, who gave His pilgrim-friend all he possessed, was God Almighty; and our God, too, who calls us to
separation from evil to one of sanctification to Himself, is also the Lord Almighty (2 Cor.6:14-1813). He has granted us all
things that pertain unto life, as He did in the case of Abraham.
He has said to us, “Be ye free from the love of money; content
with such things as ye have: for Himself hath said, I will in no
wise fail thee, neither will I in any wise forsake thee. So that
with good courage we say, The Lord is my Helper; I will not
fear: what shall man do unto me?” (Heb.13:514,615).
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What God has granted to His own will be implemented by His
divine power. There can be no failure with Him. As He has
granted all that pertains to life (Gk. zoe), He has granted all
that pertains to godliness, so that our lives may be godly lives.
Paul says, “Godliness with contentment is great gain: for we
brought nothing into the world, for neither can we carry anything out; but having food and covering we shall be therewith
content ...For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil” (1
Tim.6:6-1016). Divine provision of all that pertains to life and
godliness is through the full knowledge of Him who called us;
not our full knowledge of Him, but His full knowledge of us
and of our needs. Heb. Jehovah Jireh, the Lord will see, and the
Lord will provide – pre-vision and provision, the one precedes
the other. He called us through His own glory and virtue (excellence).
We were not called because of any glory or excellence in us.
Peter was just a fisherman amongst the rest of fishermen of
Galilee, and a wilful one at that, for when he was young he
girded himself and went where he would (Jn 21:1817). Those
who are called have nothing wherein to glory in themselves,
but they glory or boast in the glory and virtue of Him who of
His own glory and virtue called them. The worthiness of what
we are by grace is in Him, not in us.
2 Pet.1:418
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Faith and promise are related to each other, as are works and
law. What men see, either with their eyes or the eyes of the
mind, they lust after, and men want to satisfy their lust now.
But in contrast, God promises, and faith waits patiently and
hopefully for the fulfilment of the promise. Such a man of
faith was Abraham. “Looking unto the promise of God, he wavered not through unbelief, but waxed strong through faith,
giving glory to God, and being fully assured that, what He
had promised, He was able also to perform” (Rom.4:2019,2120).
“And thus, having patiently endured, he obtained the promise”
(Heb.6:1521). God’s promises are exceeding great. his promises,
as His works, are worthy of Himself; there is nothing small and
petty with God.
Through His promises which we receive by faith we become
partakers of a divine nature, a nature which lives by faith, for
the just shall live by faith. The initial act of faith in the gospel
brings life, and every act of faith afterwards is the means by
which we have life abundantly (Jn 10:1022). The believer who is
living the life of faith in God’s promises is one who has escaped
from the world’s corruptions in lust. This world lies in a state
of incurable corruption, for it lies in the evil one, in the devil
who is totally and completely bad (1 Jn 5:1923). As a system it
can never be cured till the Lord returns, when the devil and the
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wicked will be removed in the day of judgement. God’s message
in the gospel to men in this world is their one and only hope.
2 Pet.1:524,625,726
We are to be such as have added, or brought in besides, all
diligence; but it may be asked what is diligence added to? It
seems clear that diligence is added to faith in God’s promises
and with diligence we are to supply virtue in our faith. Virtue
is goodness, excellence, of any kind. In virtue knowledge; for
virtue is soon dimmed by ignorance. In knowledge temperance: temperance saves those who have it from giving a loose
rein to knowledge, which is ever liable to be accompanied by
pride, to the destruction of themselves and others (1
Cor.8:127,728,1029,1130). In temperance patience: temperance
or self-control does well to have as a friend patience or endurance, indeed these should never be parted for they are twin
brothers. In endurance godliness: even the most patient of men
may endure their trials, but if endurance is not wedded to godliness you have a stoical attitude of mind, and not that godly
disposition of reverence and awe which is most becoming in
the patient.
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Was it not in this that Job failed? He was patient truly, but
he justified himself rather than God (Job 32: 231). In godliness
love of the brethren: some may have a kind of seeming godliness, which is really an aloofness which springs from pride, in
which there is little or no mingling with the brethren, a monkish or hermit kind of godliness. If such as would be godly in
Christ Jesus truly love the brethren, they will desire to be with
the objects of their love. In love of the brethren love: love of the
brethren, that warm-hearted love (Philadelphia), sometimes liable to run to excess, should be governed by love (Agape), that
in which the mind plays a part, governing the affections and
directing their flow. In the outflow of love (Agape) we should
love God, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, love God’s
people and house, love the Word; briefly, we should learn to
love what God loves and hate what God hates.
2 Pet.1:832,933
These excellent qualities, supplied one in the other, being or
subsisting in believers, and abounding, or in abundance, will
make them to be neither idle nor unfruitful unto the full
knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. To know Christ was the
yearning desire of Paul, and for the excellency of the knowledge
of Christ Jesus his Lord he suffered the loss of all things and
counted them as offal. The knowledge of Christ is not passive,
but active, bringing our whole being and activities into alignment with His purpose and will, as Paul further puts it in
Phil.3:10-1434, “That I may know Him, and the power of His
31. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Job%2032.%202
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resurrection, and the fellowship of His sufferings, becoming
conformed unto His death; if by any means I may attain unto
the resurrection from the dead...I press on.” Onward and upward is to be the path for the disciple of Christ, and if we are
following Him we shall ever be led in triumph to Christ.
Sufferings there will and must be, but it will be a triumphant
life; even though it be a lowly and obscure one, it will have a
triumphant end. The lack of the things of which Peter writes
makes the believer shortsighted; he sees only the things immediately surrounding him; he has no long vision of coming glory,
and as to the past has forgotten the cleansing from his old sins.
He sinks into a morbid condition of soul, doubting, it may be,
whether he had been saved by God’s grace.
2 Pet.1:1035,1136
Such as believe in the truth of eternal salvation know that
the calling and election associated with that cannot be made
more sure than it is. This is plainly taught in
Rom.8:2937,3038,3339,3440: “For whom He foreknew, He also
foreordained to be conformed to the image of His Son, that He
might be the firstborn among many brethren: and whom He
foreordained, them He also called: and whom He called, them
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35. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Pet.1.10
36. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Pet%201.11
37. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom.8.29
38. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%208.30
39. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%208.33
40. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%208.34

NOTES ON THE EPISTLES BY PETER

75

He also justified: and whom He justified, them He also glorified ... Who shall lay anything to the charge of God’s elect? It
is God that justifieth; who is he that shall condemn?” Foreordained, called, justified, glorified! Who can lay anything to the
charge of God’s elect?
In this view of God’s calling and election human failure can
never enter; it is all of God’s work in Christ, not ours; these
cannot be made more sure by us, whatever we as believers may
do. But the view of the calling and election of which Peter
writes is not that which is connected with eternal salvation, but
with service. It is such a calling as those in Corinth had known
when, as the church (Gk. ekklesia, a called-out people) of God
in that city, they had obeyed the call of God and had come out
and were separate (1 Cor.1:241; 2 Cor.1:142; 2 Cor.6:1743,1844),
and by obedience to that same call they were found in the Fellowship of that time: “God is faithful, through whom ye were
called into the Fellowship of His Son Jesus Christ our Lord”
(1 Cor.1:945). From that position it was possible for them to
go back to the synagogue or to the idol’s temple, whence they
were called, after they had known the call in the gospel, of
Rom.8:3046.
Also, they could leave that people who are described as God’s
house (1 Pet.2:547; 1 Pet.4:1748), of which each church of God
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formed a part, and cease to be of the elect who were in Pontus,
Galatia, etc., where they are viewed as God’s elect as to service,
not as to salvation, as in Rom.8:3349; Eph.1:450: Peter exhorts
them to be diligent in making their calling and election sure,
for if they acted as he had exhorted them, by supplying the
things mentioned to the enrichment of their faith, they would
never stumble. Stumbling is one of the evidences of childish
and carnal believers. Every little stone has to be carefully removed from their path lest they should trip over them; but the
believer with a rich and strong faith views mountains as molehills and strides forward with vigour as he pursues the work of
the Lord in helping others.
The believer with an enriched faith will in the day to come have
a richly supplied or furnished entrance into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Saviour. What an entrance this will be
for some, who by a rich and strong faith have marched through
life here! They will enter upon a still wider sphere of service in
that eternal kingdom. As compared with the entrance of some,
who, instead of having gone from strength to strength, have
gone from weakness to weakness, and have, in the sea of life,
been the mere plaything of every wind of doctrine!
2 Pet.1:1251
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Things we should remember we are ready to forget. Frequently
in the Scriptures God’s people, both in the past and present
dispensations, have been called upon to remember. Amongst
God’s last words in the Old Testament are these, “Remember ye
the law of Moses My servant” (Mal.4:452), and amongst Paul’s
last words in his last epistle, his second to Timothy, he said,
“Remember Jesus Christ, risen from the dead” (2 Tim.2:853).
So here Peter calls them to remember the things of which he
was writing; not that they did not know them, for they were established in the truth which was present with them.
2 Pet.1:1354,1455,1556
Peter here looks back to the incident by the sea of Tiberias in
that early morning when the resurrected Lord sought them after their fruitless night of fishing, when He filled their nets
with fish and themselves with food, and then spoke to him of
His needy lambs and sheep, that they needed to be fed rather
than that they should feed themselves, as the faithless shepherds of Israel did of old (Ezek.34:257). Then he told Peter concerning the manner of his death by which he was to glorify
God (Jn 21:1858,1959). Peter sees that his end is approaching
swiftly and his earnest desire is, that those to whom he is writ52. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Mal.4.4
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ing would not forget when he was gone the things which they
had learned. He as a faithful shepherd had fed them with the
good word of God, but soon his voice would be heard no more
teaching and admonishing, feeding and shepherding them.
These words of Peter must have been received with genuine
sorrow by the faithful amongst God’s people who had been
blessed by the ministry of this outstanding leader of the people
of God. Those words wee akin to the words of Paul to Timothy
concerning his approaching end (2 Tim.4:660,761). Thus it was
that to the persecuting hand of Nero and the iron kingdom of
Imperial Rome there fell the two great apostles of the Lord, Peter and Paul; but they left behind a heritage of divine truth,
the latter especially, which was to endure when Imperial Rome
had disappeared. This tabernacle is Peter’s body. Paul also uses
a similar word for the human body in 2 Cor.5:1-462.
2 Pet.1:1663
The world is filled with skilfully invented fables. It takes an expert liar to devise deceptions which will be received and believed by multitudes of others. There is nothing cunning and
artful about the truths and promises of Scripture. God’s stories and promises are backed by unassailable truth, and evidence is borne by chosen witnesses of unimpeachable veracity.
The power and coming (Gk. parousia, presence) of the Lord is
attested by what Peter, James and John saw on the Mount of
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Transfiguration, when the Lord appeared in glory, when Moses
and Elijah appeared with Him and spoke of His decease at
Jerusalem. They were eyewitnesses of His majesty. They got a
glimpse of what will yet be seen when the Son of Man comes in
His kingdom (Matt.16:2864), when the Son of Man shall come
“with power and great glory” (Matt.24:3065).
2 Pet.1:1766,1867
He who had chosen to become Man, to partake of all the circumstances of his lowly birth and life on earth, received from
the Father honour and glory in the presence of His three apostles, when the Father declared for the second time who He is,
and ever shall be, even His beloved Son: not a Son by His human birth in time, but God’s only begotten Son, who is Son
before all ages. In God’s declaration at the Jordan that He was
well pleased in His Son, He summed up His Son’s earthly life
from the time He emptied Himself and took the form of a
bond-servant (Phil.2:768) until His baptism in Jordan at the
hands of John the Baptist (Matt.3:13-1769). Here in these verses He reviews His life of public ministry, concerning which He
adds, “Hear ye Him.” In this public ministry He found equal
pleasure to the life of His Son in the home of Joseph and Mary
in Nazareth, about which we know but little. Peter, one of the
three holy apostles, the most credible of witnesses, who heard
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the Father’s voice, says, “This voice we ourselves heard come
out of heaven, when we were with Him in the holy mount.”
2 Pet.1:1970
The prophetic word was confirmed by what took place on the
Mount of Transfiguration, and Peter says that we do well to
take heed to the prophetic word, which is as a lamp shining in
a squalid, filthy, dark, obscure, murky place. The word Peter uses (Gk. auchmeros) is a word of dismal meaning, associating
darkness with squalor, dryness and neglect. The sole light in
such a place of darkness is the word of God. There is none else
beside. In the darkness of this present night we look for the
Day-star, which is the Lord, who will not rise in the heavens
like Venus the morning star, but will rise in our hearts and
will never set there. He is “the Bright, the Morning Star”
(Rev.22:1671). He rises as the Morning Star before He appears
as the Sun of righteousness, with healing in His wings, for the
deliverance of Israel and other sufferers, when He comes as Son
of Man (Mal.4:172,273).
2 Pet.1:2074,2175
These verses tell us that the prophecies of Scripture do not interpret themselves. One part of the Scriptures casts light on
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the other. The words of Malachi cast light on God’s dealings
with Esau and Jacob (Mal.1:2-576; Gen.25:2377, etc.). Again the
word of Malachi reveals the meaning of the name and character of Jehovah, “I, Jehovah, change not; therefore ye, O sons
of Jacob, are not consumed” (Mal.3:678; Ex.6:2-479). Neither
His name nor His covenant with the fathers of the Israel people changed. So it is with all Scripture. The Divine Author of
the sixty-six books of the word of God is the Holy Spirit. No
part of the Scriptures ever came by the will of man, but men
spake from God (Balaam and Caiaphas, who both prophesied,
the one unwittingly and other unknowingly, were not holy
men, yet both prophecies are of profound meaning and importance) (Num.23:7-1080,15-2481; Num.24:3-982,15-2483; Jn
11:49-5284) being moved, or borne along, as things by the
wind, by the Holy Spirit.
The Spirit used whom He would to communicate His word to
men. Though given “by divers portions and in divers manners”
(Heb.1:185), yet the complete volume was before the mind of
the Spirit before one word was spoken or written, for “Known
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unto God are all His works from the beginning of the world (or
from eternity)” (Acts 15:1886). Into this book’s treasuries none
but the believer may enter. Here are things hidden from the
wise and prudent, but revealed unto babes (Matt.11:2587,2688).
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COMMENTARY ON 2 PETER 2
2 Pet.2:11
How a false prophet was to be treated in Israel is dealt with in
Deut.13:1-52: Such an one was to be put to death even though
his sin or wonder came to pass. His validity as a prophet was
to be determined, not by his wonder, but by the import of
his message. By such a false prophet God proved His people
whether they did love Him with their heart and soul. False
teachers were also to arise in the churches of God in the later
apostolic period and bring in by stealth evil doctrine. Paul referred to those when he spoke to the elders of the church in
Ephesus. He said, “I know that after my departing grievous
wolves shall enter in among you, not sparing the flock; and
from among your own selves shall men arise, speaking perverse
things, to draw away the disciples after them” (Acts 20:293,
304).
The faithful shepherd Paul departed and the grievous wolves
entered in. Later, Paul left Tim.in Ephesus, when he was going
into Macedonia, to charge certain men not to teach a different
doctrine (Gk. heterodidaskaleo to teach a different kind of
doctrine than Paul taught) (1 Tim.1:35). Later still, Paul called
upon Timothy and those who were faithful to the word of
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truth to purge themselves out from such as Hymenaeus and
Philetus and their followers because of their false teaching (2
Tim.2:15-226), for only thus could the pure teaching be preserved from the corrupting effect of false doctrine. The heresies
taught by the false teachers were destructive, both to teachers
and hearers, destructive of the house or temple of God (1
Cor.3:167,178), and also destructive, not merely of the lives of
believers in their service for God, but ultimately, the destruction of human souls.
This we see going on all around. Doctrines are being taught
which sink men in endless perdition. That these false teachers,
to begin with, were persons saved by grace, we doubt not, for
it says, “denying even the Master that bought them,” but we
doubt very much if many of those who followed them were
saved people. False doctrine can produce only perverted people, and such, we judge, were many of those who followed in
their false way.
2 Pet.2:29
If the devil cannot destroy those who walk in the way of the
truth by enemies without, he will try the more subtle method;
he will seek to corrupt them from within. He has been more
successful in the latter method of attack. These teachers were
licentious, given to lewdness. They were the exact opposite of
Paul, as seen in what he wrote to the Thessalonians. “Ye know
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what manner of men we shewed ourselves toward you for your
sake. And ye became imitators of us, and of the Lord, having received the word in much affliction, with joy of the Holy Spirit;
so that ye became an ensample to all that believe in Macedonia
and in Achaia” (1 Thess.1:510,611,712).
The evil doctrine and practice of the false teachers were followed by many, for men will naturally follow the wrong way
rather than the right. Only by the Spirit’s enlightenment and
quickening power do believers ever follow the way of the truth.
Because of the excess and licentiousness of these people the way
of the truth would be evil spoken of or blasphemed.
2 Pet.2:313
Not sufficed with those whom they have deceived and perverted, they go forth, like the Pharisees, who compassed land and
sea to make one proselyte (Matt.23:1514), with feigned words,
well formed, invented words of deceit, to enrich themselves
with an increase of numbers, which amounts to making merchandise of human souls. This goes on on all sides. The Lord
said of the proselyte of the Pharisees, “When he is become so,
ye make him twofold more a son of hell (Gk. Gehenna) than
yourselves.” Thus evil teaching and practice spread. But as with
the Pharisees and these false teachers, neither their sentence
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nor their destruction lingers or slumbers. God will ever requite
the wrong-doer.
2 Pet.2:415
Peter cites different incidents of divine judgement, and here he
begins with the angels that sinned. These are perhaps the angels
of the devil, referred to in Matt.25:4116; Jude 1:617; Rev.12:718;
Jude speaks of “everlasting bonds” (AV/KJV chains, under
darkness, Desmos, a bond, a cord, chain or fetter). The AV/
KJV renders the Greek word seirais (seira, a cord, rope band or
a chain) in Peter as “chains,” but the RV gives “pits,” and others “dens” (Gk. sirois or seirois). The sinning angels were cast
down to Tartarus, “which in the mythology of the ancients was
that part of Hades (or Hell) where the souls of the wicked were
confined and tormented.”
According to the ancients the souls of all went to Hades, both
good and bad, but Tartarus was the place where only the bad
or wicked were confined. If the sinning angels were cast down
to Tartarus, how is it that they are in heaven, in Rev.12:719, and
are cast down by Michael with the dragon, the devil, to the
earth in the middle of Daniel’s prophetic week of seven years
(Dan.9:2720)? Here is a mystery as yet unrevealed (to me) in
the Scriptures. Questions such as, how long are the chains that
15. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Pet.2.4
16. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt.25.41
17. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Jude%201.6
18. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rev.12.7
19. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rev.12.7
20. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Dan.9.27
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bind them to the Tartarian dungeons? What measure of freedom do these everlasting bonds allow those angels that sinned?
That they were cast down to Tartarus, and that they will be
found in heaven with the dragon, and later be found on earth
are plain statements of the Scriptures, but how is the gap between these statements filled in?
Milton fills it in in his “Paradise Lost,” by his account of the
escape of Satan from Hades, but we need more than a poet’s
dream, we need the words of the inspired truth to rest upon.
Whatever be the solution of such an obscure passage of the
word, we are assured that those angels that sinned are now reserved or kept unto judgement, that is the solemn consequence
of their sin. It may be useful to some to say that the Greek word
here rendered “Hell” in the RV and AV/KJV is not the noun
Tartaros (Tartarus), but is a participle, tartarosas, of the verb
tartaroo. Someone with an expert knowledge of the Greek may
help us to understand the use of the Greek participle here, and
what the Spirit through Peter is telling us of the fearful and
solemn event of the delivering of the sinning angels to dens or
chains of darkness.
Parkhurst, in his Greek lexicon, gives a lengthy comment on
the difficulty of the word tartarosas. He says in summing up:“The true original sense of that word (Tartarus) above explained which, when applied to spirits, must be interpreted
spiritually; and thus tartarosas will import that God cast the
apostate angels into sophos tou skotous, ‘Blackness of darkness’
(2 Pet.2:1721; Jud.1322), where they will be for ever banished
21. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Pet.2.17
22. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Jude.13
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from the light of His countenance, and from the beautifying
influence of the blessed Three. ”
2 Pet.2:523
Sin will bring its recompense. God’s judgement was worldwide in Noah’s day. We are told that “all the high mountains
that were under the whole heaven were covered. Fifteen cubits
(about 27 feet) upward did the waters prevail; and the mountains were covered” (Gen.7:1924,2025), and only eight persons
were saved (1 Pet.3:2026), “Noah with seven others.” Noah was
a preacher of righteousness, who condemned sin and called
upon men to repent of their wickedness, but they were unheeding and went on corrupting God’s way upon the earth
(Gen.6:1227). God has had at all times a way in which men
should walk. It was “the law” in Israel’s day (Ps.119:128), it
is “the Faith” today, “the Way which they call a sect” (Acts
24:1429). It was the Way Paul first persecuted (Acts 9:230; Acts
22:431).
2 Pet.2:632,733,834
23. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Pet.2.5
24. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gen.7.19
25. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gen%207.20
26. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet.3.20
27. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gen.6.12
28. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ps.119.1
29. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%2024.14
30. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%209.2
31. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%2022.4
32. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Pet.2.6
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Not only did God turn these wicked cities of the plain of the
Jordan to ashes by fire and brimstone from heaven, but Jude
tells us that they are now suffering the punishment of eternal
fire (verse 7). Eternal fire is something different from the fire
which destroyed Sodom and the other cities. Many men have
still some measure of dread upon them as they think of the consequences of the sins of Sodom, and laws have been enacted
under which the sins of Sodom are punished. Such has been
the result of the example of divine punishment in that long
past time. Lot was a back-slider, but the changes wrought in
him by the work of God through his uncle Abraham were such
that to him the lawless licentiousness of the people of Sodom
was revolting; it distressed and tormented his soul what he saw
and heard in that wicked city; both their conversation and acts
were filthy and abominable. Such is the course the flesh takes in
man when given a loose rein. Deliverance came for Lot, in one
sense through the prayers of his uncle, though God does not
destroy the righteous with the wicked (Gen.18:2335; 19:2936).
2 Pet.2:937
How to deliver the godly out of temptation and to keep the
unrighteous under punishment are the prerogatives of God,
who in infinite wisdom deals with men, as He sees and knows,
with perfect insight, their thoughts and ways. This work He
has not delegated to any created being whatsoever. He is the
33. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Pet%202.7
34. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Pet%202.8
35. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gen.18.23
36. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gen%2019.29
37. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Pet.2.9
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Jud.ge of all. Let the godly be comforted with this word, that
their deliverance from temptation is with the Lord, who will
not suffer them to be tempted above that which they are able
to bear, but with the temptation will make the way of escape
(1 Cor.10:1338). How deliverance will come is known to Him,
not to us.
2 Pet.2:1039,1140
Here we have the lawlessness of the flesh uncovered. Men are
hastening along a slippery course in the lust of pollution and
defilement. “Who is lord over us?” is the expression of their
thoughts. They despise dominion or lordship. They are lord
over themselves and claim the right to direct their own lives according to their own appetites. It has been well said, that “selfdetermination is self-destruction.” Hence it is that they are daring, presumptuous; they persuade themselves to act as they
please, and in consequence are self-willed, arrogant, and they
do not tremble to blaspheme, rail at, “glories” (RVM.). They
know of nothing more glorious than their own carnal and corrupt selves. In contrast, the angels, though greater in strength
and power than men, do not bring against such glories, not
even against the devil (Jud.941), a railing charge or judgement
before the Lord. He who created the “glories,” even though
they be fallen from their original estate, as in the case of the
devil, has the sole right to charge His angels with folly (Job
4:1842).
38. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Cor.10.13
39. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Pet.2.10
40. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Pet%202.11
41. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Jude.9
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2 Pet.2:1243
Peter is not here dealing with the matter of God’s free grace
towards men, but with the behaviour of men. That a child of
God can get far away from God, and sometimes his behaviour
is such that there seems to be no evidence that he had ever
known the grace of God, is not a matter of doubt, but of fact.
Peter exhorts his readers that none is to suffer as a murderer,
or a thief, or an evil-doer (1 Pet.4:1544). Only the Lord Himself knows some of those that are His, and it may be a surprise
to some, who at one time believed in Christ and who thereafter drifted far from Him into sin and lost the joy of salvation
(Ps.51:1245), to be caught up at the Lord’s coming again. Those
that Peter here describes are such as walk after the flesh, and a
believer who walks after the flesh is little different from sinners
in the flesh. These are “as creatures without reason, born mere
animals,” but they were not creatures without reason, though
they lived bestial lives.
As brute beasts in their ignorance they railed in matters about
which they were totally ignorant, and in their destroying or
corrupting others they would themselves be destroyed or corrupted. This is what Paul said when he wrote to the Corinthians, “Know ye not that ye are a temple of God, and that the
Spirit of God dwelleth in you? If any man destroyeth (corrupteth) the temple of God, him shall God destroy (corrupt);
for the temple of God is holy, which temple ye are” (1
42. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Job%204.18
43. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Pet.2.12
44. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet.4.15
45. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ps.51.12
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Cor.3:1646,1747). It follows as a sequence that one who corrupts
others corrupts himself, and so his work of destruction results
in self-destruction. Some may think that they are wise and
clever enough to destroy others, and that they themselves shall
be saved from the effect of their works, but that is quite impossible. So also in reverse it is the case, that those that seek to save
others shall themselves be saved, even as Paul exhorted Timothy, “Take heed to thyself, and to thy teaching. Continue in
these things; for in doing this thou shalt save both thyself and
them that hear thee” (1 Tim.4:1648).
2 Pet.2:1349
Wrong-doing or unrighteousness has ever its reward, hire or
wages. Wrong-doing ever rests in the wrong-doer. Of old Cain
cried out when he knew what his wrong-doing brought to
him, “My punishment is greater than I can bear.” What a man
sows he shall also reap (Gal.6:750), and the reaping from some
forms of sin is fearful. Not sufficed with revelling in the night,
for “they that be drunken are drunken in the night” (1
Thess.5:751), shamelessly they carried on their revels in the daytime; they indulged in their passing pleasure. They were spots
and blemishes on Christian conduct; stains upon the testimony of the Lord; living luxuriously in their love-feasts while they
banqueted or feasted with the faithful – “with you.”
46. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Cor.3.16
47. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Cor%203.17
48. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Tim.4.16
49. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Pet.2.13
50. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gal.6.7
51. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Thess.5.7
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2 Pet.2:1452
It is not having eyes full of adultery, but “eyes full of an adulteress.” The would-be adulterer has his eyes full, not of adultery, an
abstract act, but full of the object of his adultery, the woman,
the object of his lust. These false teachers who are here described could not cease from sin, for they sinned continually
in thought, as the Lord clearly stated of those whom He condemned in Matt.5:2753,2854: They allured or enticed unsteadfast souls, and woe to the women who became their prey. Their
heart, which was exercised in sin, became increasingly strong in
its coveting, lust, or craving, which was against the law which
said, “Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour’s wife,” as well as anything else that was their neighbour’s. Truly, such false teachers
and their dupes were children of a curse, as in 1 Cor.16:2255:
2 Pet.2:1556,1657
These false teachers were once in the right way, but they left it.
This is what Paul prophesied would happen in Ephesus after his
departing, that, besides the grievous wolves who would enter
in among the flock, and possibly among the elders also, from
among the elders men would arise, speaking perverse (perverted or distorted) things to draw away the disciples after them
(Acts 20:3058). Thus the false teachers went astray themselves
52. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Pet.2.14
53. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt.5.27
54. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%205.28
55. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Cor.16.22
56. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Pet.2.15
57. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Pet%202.16
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and deceived others who followed them, for teachers ever seek
to lead others to where they are themselves. They followed the
way of Balaam, who, it is said, loved the hire of wrong-doing.
If men have not heavenly rewards before them for right-doing,
they will have before them the wages of the hireling in worldly
honour and wealth.
Each man will have his price according to his gift and astuteness. Let it be clearly understood that such men and their
works will be against God’s people, as was Balaam of old,
whom Balak sent for to curse Israel. God calls Balaam’s way
“madness,” and He caused his ass to rebuke him with a man’s
voice. It was a miracle indeed, which, if it had been heeded,
would not simply have “stayed” the prophet’s madness, but
would have stopped it and sent him home again. Alas, it did
not cure his madness, so on he went in his folly to curse, if possible, a people whom God had blessed. Men believe what they
want to believe and do what they want to do.
2 Pet.2:1759
In their ministry there was no refreshing. They were dry as dust
and as lifeless; their ministry had neither spirit nor soul, but
was a mere body of words, and such words are no better than
pebbles in the mouth. They were as mists which beclouded the
eyesight, but gave no rain; for such men the gloom of darkness is reserved. Confessedly, it would be a great difficulty if
the words “for ever” (Gk. eis aiona), as in the AV/KJV, were in
the original Greek text, for the chapter begins by telling us that
58. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%2020.30
59. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Pet.2.17
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the false teachers denied the Master that bought them. No sinner bought by the Lord with His precious blood can be in the
blackness of darkness for ever. The words “for ever” are omitted
in the RV and by several of the great textual critics, so we judge
that the gloom of darkness which is kept for these false teachers is the gloom of present darkness, and not the outer darkness
of the lost. The “swift destruction,” of verse 1, is not eternal destruction, but the destruction of the life of the believer.
2 Pet.2:1860,1961
Swelling words were words which swelled like a tumour,
pompous, boastful words, the language of pride. They were
words of vanity, useless, unprofitable, but they were words to
bait, to allure and trap, for they wrought by lasciviousness or
lewdness on the flesh of those who were just escaping from
them that live in error. If these escaped out of one snare, they
were faced with the snare of the false teachers. How artful and
mischievous the devil is! He sets his snares everywhere to catch
God’s children and keep them from ever reaching God’s house
where they may serve God according to His word. The appeal
of false teaching is ever to the flesh, in one kind or other of carnal attractions. The false teachers promised liberty, while they
were themselves bondservants of corruption; it was a promise
which could never be fulfilled. If the false teachers overcame,
vanquished, or subdued those who were escaping from error,
then they brought them into the same bondage as they were in
themselves.
60. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Pet.2.18
61. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Pet%202.19
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2 Pet.2:2062
Here we have contemplated persons escaping from one form of
evil through the knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ, and then
being trapped and overcome in another form of evil through
the work of false teachers. This state of things abounds in our
times, and it becomes all who would find the right way, the way
of the truth, to pray like David, “Teach me Thy way, O LORD;
I will walk in Thy truth” (Ps.86:1163). All that is taught by men
should be tested by the word of God, which, by the Holy Spirit’s guidance, will surely direct the steps of all who would be led
by Him. Escaping from one snare and then to fall into another,
the last state of the person will become worse than the first.
2 Pet.2:2164,2265
It is better, and will incur less responsibility and correspondingly less judgement, for a person not to know what is right than
to know what is right and turn back from it. Sin against light
is worse than sin in darkness, for the former involves the sin of
the will which is rebellion, which is the worst form of wrongdoing. Then Peter quotes a proverb showing what happened in
the case of those who were overcome by the false teachers. It
must not be interpreted as teaching that as the dog and the sow
were unclean animals, so these who were overcome were unregenerated sinners who had never been cleansed from their sins.
Unregenerate sinners do not escape from evil by the knowledge
62. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Pet.2.20
63. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ps.86.11
64. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Pet.2.21
65. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Pet%202.22
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of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, as these backsliders had
been escaping when they became entangled and overcome by
the false teachers.
The proverb simply teaches that they have become entangled
in a like evil, perhaps a worse, than that in which they had
been. Sectarianism is like a rabbit burrow with many holes. By
whichever hole you enter, you are in the same burrow of sectarianism. Some leave one form of sectarianism and go to another.
They vomit up the former phase of sectarianism and swallow
it in the other. So also the sow which wallowed in one heap of
mire, comes out, is washed, but returns to another heap to wallow again as before. Let children of God turn to their Bibles
and to the God of the Bible, and according to the sure promise
of the Lord, “If any man willeth to do His will, he shall know
of the teaching” (Jn 7:1766).

66. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%207.17

COMMENTARY ON 2 PETER 3
2 Pet.3:11,22
Of old God stirred up the spirit of Cyrus to make a proclamation to grant liberty to the Jewish people, to return to
Jerusalem to build the house of the LORD, and He also stirred
the spirit of the heads of the fathers’ houses of the remnant to
go up to build the house (Ezra 1:13,54). God stirs some to life
and activity and these stir up others. We may also stir ourselves
up, as Timothy was told to stir into flame the gift of God which
was in him. Here, in Peter, it is to stir up their sincere (Gk. eilikrines, which means to judge in the sunshine, and in consequence of being viewed in the sunshine, what is seen is pure and
bright) minds to remember the words of the Old Testament
prophets, and the Lord’s commandments through their apostles in the New Testament. How vital it is to us all to have our
minds well- stored with the Scriptures of both Old and New
Testaments!
2 Pet.3:35,46
“Mockers” and “mockery” are words derived from Gk. empaizo
(en, in, paizo, “to play in the manner of children”). Paizo comes
1. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Pet.3.1
2. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Pet%203.2
3. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ezra%201.1
4. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ezra%201.5
5. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Pet.3.3
6. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Pet%203.4
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from pais, a child. Such mockers sported and treated God’s
things as child’s play. What folly! Instead of treating life as real
and earnest, they walked after their lusts, scorning the idea of
the Lord’s return, and their accountability to Him. They were
like the mockers of Noah’s time. Where was the promise, or
the evidence of the promise of His coming? The certainty of
the promise could not be demonstrated; all things were as they
ever had been, and would be to the end, so they thought.
2 Pet.3:57,68
Such mockers willingly hide from themselves the work of God,
that there were heavens of old, and an earth which out of and
amidst, or through water, subsisted, when by the word of God
it arose from the waters on the third day of Gen.19, when God
said, “Let the dry land appear.” Those same waters which receded and were gathered together, overflowed the world in Noah’s
time and the world perished. No doubt the wicked mockers in
the days of Noah mocked him as he, moved with godly fear,
prepared an ark to the saving of his family, by which he condemned the world and became an heir of the righteousness
which is according to faith. Peter thus draws a parallel between
the mockers of the last days and what happened in the time of
Noah.
2 Pet.3:710

7. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Pet.3.5
8. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Pet%203.6
9. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gen.1
10. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Pet.3.7
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This verse does not teach by the words, “stored with fire”
(RVM), that the centre of the earth is a burning molten mass.
That is no doubt perfectly true. What it does say is that both
the present heavens and the earth are, by the word of God,
stored up for fire, or, as the AV/KJV says, “kept in store, reserved unto fire.” We think of what men have discovered in the
last few decades about the atom, that the earth and heavens
have in them all the potential for self-destruction when the day
of burning comes. That time of destruction is in the day of
judgement and destruction of ungodly men, which carries the
mind forward to the judgement of the Great White Throne
(Rev.20:11-1511).
2 Pet.3:812
Time, as we know it here on earth, given to us by the movement of the earth in relation to the sun, moon and stars
(Gen.1:14-1913), does not exist with the Lord, as is evident
from the statement, “that one day is with the Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day” (Ps.90:414). Thus
the fulfilment of the Lord’s promise to return again is not regulated by our clocks and calendars. He shall come in His own
time, at a time when the evil servant was saying, “My lord tarrieth;...in a day when he expecteth not, and in an hour when he
knoweth not” (Matt.24:48-5015), He shall come. We have to be
ready for His coming and expecting Him.
11. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rev.20.11-15
12. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Pet.3.8
13. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gen.1.14-19
14. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ps.90.4
15. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt.24.48-50
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2 Pet.3:916
The “perishing” here is not the perishing of sinners, but that
of saints, in the loss of the lives of saints in service, not the
eternal loss of sinners. Note the words, that the Lord “is longsuffering to you-ward.” The Lord’s desire is that we should be
anxiously awaiting His coming as He Himself is, who says, “I
come quickly.” He looks forward with keen expectancy to His
coming again and to the joy of that day. May we respond to
His words, “I come quickly,” and say, “Amen: come Lord Jesus”! With such words our Bible closes, words which have sung
their way from heaven to us, the sweetest music to the hearts
of saints, and which have echoed back to the throne in that
long “Amen,” the sweetest sound that rises from earth in our
Lord’s ears – “Come, Lord Jesus,” we want Thee to come. If in
any wise our hearts have wandered from Him, His desire is that
we should come to repentance, that with a change of mind our
whole inward being should be properly adjusted to Himself.
2 Pet.3:1017
The coming of the Lord for His saints, as in verse 9, and the
coming of the Lord with His saints in the beginning of the day
of the Lord, as in verse 10, are two different events. Note how
verse 10 begins with “but.” The day of the Lord is more than a
thousand years in extent. It begins with the coming of the Lord
to earth as the Son of Man, and continues to the judgement
of the Great White Throne, when the earth and heaven flee
away from the face of the Lord who shall sit upon that throne,
16. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Pet.3.9
17. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Pet.3.10
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and there will be found no place for them (Rev.20:1118). Note
the force of the words “in the which,” that is, in “the day of
the Lord.” The heavens are to pass away with a great noise. The
great explosions of atomic weapons may give some faint idea of
this “great noise.”
We are told that “the elements shall be dissolved (Gk. luo, to
loose or unbind) with fervent heat.” “Elements” (Gk. stoicheia)
is described by Liddell and Scott as “the first and simplest component parts.” The elements, to the ancient Greeks, were “water, earth, etc.,” but there is no doubt a depth in the word stoicheion used by the Greeks which they could not imagine with
their rudimentary knowledge. What the conflagration will be
when the elements disunite and are dissolved, we cannot now
conceive. Then the earth and its works shall be burned up.
Some say, as in RVM, “shall be discovered” or others “shall be
detected,” for “burned up,” but it is difficult to understand what
is to be discovered when the elements are dissolved.
2 Pet.3:1119
The present participle does not mean that a thing of necessity
is going on. Note “delivereth” in 1 Thess.1:1020: Quite evidently the Lord was not continually delivering. Also see Jn 1:2921,
“beareth,” the Lord was not then bearing sin. How God will yet
deal with the earth in that coming day of judgement, should
make us to behave ourselves holily and godly, and to set our
18. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rev.20.11
19. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Pet.3.11
20. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Thess.1.10
21. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%201.29
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affections on things above and not upon things on the earth.
Earthly things should be used as a means to an end, not as
though they were themselves the end and objective in life here.
Yet how many seek to build abiding habitations around themselves with what is yet to be completely destroyed!
2 Pet.3:1222,1323
“Looking for” means to wait with expectation; “earnestly desiring” is rendered by some as “hastening.” The Greek word here,
speudo, is rendered “hasting unto” (AV/KJV) and “earnestly
desiring” (RV) and “hastening” (in some other translations). It
does not seem to me that we can hasten, that is lessen as to time
between now and then in any sense in regard to a day which is
in the hand of God; but we can eagerly desire it and long for
that eternal day of joy and rest. (The thought of hasting doesn’t
infer the bringing forward of the day of God, but the Christian’s looking forward to the day of God. It relates to the zeal
and carefulness produced by the “all holy living and godliness”
of the previous verse.
This manner of living will heighten the believer’s anticipation
of the coming (Gk. parousia) and unique splendour of that ultimate and unending day.) “Wherein” (AV/KJV) is quite incorrect, for the passing away of the heavens and the dissolving
of the elements with fervent heat is in the day of the Lord, as
verse 10 shows, and not in the day of God. The RV is correct
when it says, “by reason of which,” that is the coming or presence of the day of God. The “day of God” is similar, I judge,
22. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Pet.3.12
23. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Pet%203.13
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to “the day of eternity” (RVM) rendered “for ever” in the AV/
KJV and RV (2 Pet.3:1824). This day follows on after the “day
of the Lord”, which closes with the passing away of the heaven
and the earth and the judgement of the Great White Throne.
Earth and heaven and material things of the present order of
things having passed away, and the dead having been raised
and judged, things of the eternal order connected with the new
heaven and the new earth and the new Jerusalem will then become the permanent order in the “day of God,” the eternal day.
Thus Peter says that “according to His promise, we look for
new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness.”
2 Pet.3:1425
Whilst the Church which is the Body of Christ will be without
spot or wrinkle or any such thing in the day of the Lord’s coming, when He shall present it to Himself in all the perfection of
His own work, the saints as to their behaviour may not be without spot and blameless, but we have to be diligent to be found
in peace and in this spotless and blameless condition. This has
to do with our behaviour and service.
2 Pet.3:1526,1627
We have here a most affectionate reference by Peter to Paul,
his fellow-apostle. He does not say, “Paul wrote to you,” or “the
apostle Paul,” or “our brother Paul,” but “our beloved brother
24. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Pet.3.18
25. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Pet.3.14
26. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Pet.3.15
27. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Pet%203.16
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Paul. ” It shows that even though differences may creep in betimes between the Lord’s fellow-workers, as happened at Antioch between Paul and Peter (Gal.2:11-2128), these should not
antagonize brethren, allowing the flesh to produce a state of
bitterness between them. Let us emulate Peter’s example and
think of our fellow-workers as beloved brethren. Paul wrote to
the same people as did Peter and the only epistle which answers
to this is the epistle to the Hebrews, the Pauline authorship of
which has unfortunately been disputed by some.
Paul’s epistle to the Hebrews is written on the subject of the salvation of God’s saints from the great evil of falling away from
the living God (Heb.3:1229), by drifting away from the things
that were heard during the Lord’s ministry (Heb.2:1-430). Peter
writes his epistles in a similar strain, that the salvation of saints
is through the Lord’s longsuffering, as it says in verse 9, that
“the Lord ... is longsuffering to you-ward, not wishing that any
should perish, but that all should come to repentance.” See
note on verse 9: Peter says that Paul wrote in his epistles some
things that are hard to be understood. It is interesting to think
the apostles read and pondered the writings of other apostles, even as the prophets read the writings of other prophets
(Dan.9:231; Zech.1:432,533,634; Zech.7:735,1236).
28. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gal.2.11-21
29. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Heb.3.12
30. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Heb.2.1-4
31. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Dan.9.2
32. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Zech.1.4
33. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Zech%201.5
34. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Zech%201.6
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But, sad to say, the untaught, or ignorant, and the unstedfast or
unestablished, wrest, distort (Gk. strebloo, which comes from
the Greek word for a rack, an instrument of torture, on which
the limbs of a victim were racked or distorted) the writings of
Paul, as they do the other scriptures. Note the force of the word
“other” here, which shows clearly that the epistles of Paul were
regarded by Peter, and as Peter was writing by inspiration, were
regarded by God to be part of the Holy Scriptures. The words
“scripture” and “scriptures” are never used in the New Testament of any other writings than the Holy Scriptures. Men who
wrest the Scriptures destroy themselves in so doing, besides destroying others.
2 Pet.3:1737,1838
The apostle closes his epistle with a note of warning and an
exhortation. They were to beware of the error (Plane, deception which causes wandering) of the wicked, lawless or unrestrained, by which they would be led away or seduced to follow the example of the lawless, and so fall from their stedfastness in the Lord’s way. In contrast to this they were to grow in
the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ,
which will ever save us from falling a prey to evil and to evil
men. To our blessed Lord be the glory both now and unto the
day of eternity. Amen.

35. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Zech.7.7
36. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Zech%207.12
37. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Pet.3.17
38. https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Pet%203.18
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