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When John wrote the book of Revelation, he was told to send it to seven
churches in Asia. He was nearing 100 years of age, and had seen a lot of
changes. As a faithful Israelite he had become a follower of Jesus the
Messiah in his youth. That changed everything. He had been a humble
fisherman and a fisherman’s son, but the Lord called him to fish for men,
and he did. As an apostle he was equipped by God to serve in one of the
most important roles of any man alive in his day, even compared to the
Roman emperor. And he brought to that role a priority of love for God
and love for fellow disciples that he himself had experienced first hand
in his relationship with Jesus; he remained ‘the disciple whom Jesus
loved’. In the second century, people looked back on John’s life and
testimony almost in awe.
Now we turn the corner and start a new year. For some it marks not
just an annual cycle but a centenary. In our main series, readers of
this issue of NT will be introduced to 100 years of God’s work in
Africa in Churches of God. Initiatives of a century ago bore fruit.
Against a background of concern about risks to life and health,
faithful men and women left their homes and dedicated their lives
to ‘fishing for men’ in Africa. Today there are churches of God
in seven countries in Africa, with competent leaders supporting
keen disciples. You may find it interesting to compare the
account of early progress there with the article on being Battle
Ready.
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There is a wide array of other items to read in this issue. If
Africa was a ‘tough row to hoe’ in terms of evangelism, then
read about Samaria and delight in how a sovereign God
displays His grace, even where opposition is strongest. If
you’re in more contemplative mood, read the lovely
contribution on the Servant Song of Isaiah’s prophecy.
And if the work of others looms large and you’re the type
of person who’s prone to self-criticism in large
proportion, read our article on guilt. But don’t miss the
other items, which hopefully bring a helpful balance to
address different readers’ needs.
May God bless you in your own service for Him in
this New Year!

Geoff
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In Issue 04-19, p12, we paraphrased an unidentified,
informal quote from the Bible by substituting the
indefinite article. The writer wishes it had remained
‘the brother for whom Christ died’, since these were
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Lessons in leadership

Battle ready
Tony Smith, Kirkintilloch, Scotland

All these were descendants of Asher – heads
of families, choice men, brave warriors and
outstanding leaders. The number of men
ready for battle, as listed in their genealogy,
was 26,000.1
These men possessed great qualities of leadership.
Their legacy is traced back to their forefather Asher,
whose name means ‘happy’. When Leah thought she was
not going to have any more children she gave her maid
Zilpah to be Jacob’s wife, who bore him two sons. The
second son was Asher and, when he was born, Leah said,
“How happy I am! The women will call me happy.” So
she named him Asher.2

affection of their brothers. In the same way, the Bible says
overseers must be men, above reproach ... temperate, self
controlled, respectable6 – the same man at home, at work
and at church. He must also have a good reputation with
outsiders.7
The third quality is boldness (brave warriors). They were
engaged in warfare and boldly led the attack on the
enemies of God’s people. We, too, are warriors for God in
a spiritual conflict, but our struggle is not against flesh
and blood, but against ... the spiritual forces of evil.8 We
are contending for the faith and are warriors for the gospel
of Jesus Christ. The apostle Paul wrote, I will fearlessly
make known the mystery of the gospel, for which I am an
ambassador in chains. Pray that I may declare it
fearlessly, as I should.9

Jacob’s later blessing on Asher was that,
“Asher’s food will be rich;
he will provide delicacies fit for a king.”3
Moses said about the tribe of Asher,
“Most blessed of sons is Asher;
let him be favored by his brothers, and let him bathe
his feet in oil.
The bolts of your gates will be iron and bronze,
and your strength will equal your days.”4
The tribe of Asher was one of the most blessed, with
brave sons and beautiful daughters who married kings and
priests. These men of Asher’s tribe were influential
among their brothers, having fertile olive groves
providing an abundance of oil ‘to wash their faces and
feet’ and their fortresses were strong and secure.

The fourth quality is leadership (outstanding leadership).
These were men you could follow. They mentored,
motivated and moved their militia, those 26,000 men
ready for battle. These were father-hearted leaders who
could inspire and rally their forces to achieve great things.
This is indeed a challenge to those who would care for
churches of God in our day, not only to manage church
affairs, but to be leaders, preparing God’s people for the
battle ahead in the 21st Century.

The last verse of Charles Wesley’s hymn, ‘Soldiers of
Although some of Asher’s later descendants made poor
choices, these immediate ones, mentioned in 1 Chronicles Christ Arise’, says:
7:40, were model leaders. They were heads of families,
‘From strength to strength go on, wrestle, and fight,
choice men, brave warriors and outstanding leaders (chief
and pray,
princes).
Tread all the powers of darkness down and win the
The four qualities they possessed are still relevant today
well-fought day.
for leaders of God’s people. The first of these is
Still let the Spirit cry in all His soldiers, “Come!”
fatherhood (heads of families). Good church leadership
Till Christ the Lord descends from high and takes the
begins at home. The Bible says, for if a man does not
conquerors home.’10
know how to rule his own house, how will he take care of
the church of God?5 A useful instruction is found in
Ephesians 6:4, Fathers do not exasperate your children;
Instead, bring them up in the training and instruction of
the Lord.

References: (1) 1 Chron. 7:40 (2) Gen. 30:12 (3) Gen.
49:20 (4) Deut. 33:24-25 (5) 1 Tim. 3:5 NKJV (6) 1
The second quality is character (choice men). If there is Tim. 3:2 (7) 1 Tim. 3:7 (8) Eph. 6:12 (9) Eph. 6:19-20
one thing that makes a ‘choice man’, it is character. These (10) C.Wesley, The United Methodist Hymnal 513
were men of integrity, who gained the respect and
Quotations from NIV unless stated otherwise
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Isaiah’s Servant Songs

Isaiah 42:1-4
Stephen McCabe, Belfast, N.Ireland
Isaiah’s writings are some of the most beautiful in our
Bible. He was a man proclaiming judgement on Israel and
Judah, and on the nations beyond. Yet through his
prophecies there run rich themes of hope, rooted firmly in
the promise of the Davidic Messiah – hope that,
wonderfully, flows beyond Israel and into the Gentile
world. Isaiah presents Messiah as a branch,1 as a king,2 as
a great liberator,3 and as a Servant. After judgement is
spoken in the first 35 chapters of the book, and following
an interlude documenting Hezekiah’s experiences
(chapters 36-39), chapter 40 offers a balm to Isaiah’s
audience – “Comfort, O comfort My people” (v.1). This
is the message of Isaiah – and the comfort being offered
to his listeners comes from hope in the Messiah: the
Servant that we will consider in this NT series.

(power that is a validation of the Divine). He also invites
us to ‘behold’ the idolaters; those who have no answer for
the plight of the nations, because they trust in “wind and
emptiness”.5
As we move into Isaiah 42, however, the Lord invites us
to “Behold, My Servant”.6 It is a term used in reference to
“My servant Moses”7 and “My servant David”8 –
indicating a high standing in the service of God. Yet here
we have no proper name attached to the term – the Lord
says, simply, “My Servant” – perhaps suggesting the
definitive and model Servant of God.
We have been introduced to Israel as the servant in
chapter 41:8 – a servant that was flawed and faltering. But
here we have, in the Messiah, the fulfilment of what Israel
could have been for God – but fell so far short of (see
also, for example, the degenerate vine,9 in contrast to “the
true vine”10). In chapter 42, Isaiah has introduced us to
the true and perfect Servant of God.

The True Servant
In the verses leading up to our portion, the Lord, through
Isaiah’s writing, invites us to ‘behold’ the idols;4 those
who ‘are of no account’, and who have no power to
“declare the things that are going to come afterward”

God’s relationship with the Servant

“Behold, My Servant, whom I uphold;
My chosen one in whom My soul
delights.
I have put My Spirit upon Him;
He will bring forth justice to the nations.
He will not cry out or raise His voice,
Nor make His voice heard in the street.
A bruised reed He will not break
And a dimly burning wick He will not
extinguish;
He will faithfully bring forth justice.
He will not be disheartened or crushed
Until He has established justice in the
earth;
And the coastlands will wait expectantly
for His law.”
4

“Behold, My Servant, whom I uphold”.6 God is
gripping this Servant – holding Him fast. The
picture is of the hand of God the Father, firmly
upholding His Son during His life on earth. The
theme of the reliance of the Lord Jesus on His
God and Father is one on which the apostle John
particularly majors, recording the Lord’s own
teaching on His relationship with His Father: “the
Son can do nothing of Himself, unless it
is something He sees the Father doing; for
whatever the Father does, these things the Son
also does in like manner”11 and again, “the words
that I say to you I do not speak on My own
initiative, but the Father abiding in Me does His
works”.12 In all that the Lord Jesus did, His Father
acted along with Him.
“… in whom My soul delights. I have put My
Spirit upon Him”:6 words and imagery that bring
us to the baptism of the Lord Jesus. He was the
one of whom the Father said, “This is My beloved
Son, in whom I am well pleased.” Matthew 3
records that the Spirit of God descended in the
form of a dove, lighting on Him13 – a visible
symbol to those who had gathered by the Jordan
that day, that God had put His Spirit upon the
Lord Jesus, in the inauguration of His public
work. The record of the Gospels demonstrates that
not only was the Lord Jesus reliant on His Father,
but that He lived by the Spirit of God.

Immediately after this event, we read that He was led,14
or impelled,15 by the Spirit. Looking back on his time
with the Lord Jesus, Peter could say that, God anointed
Him with the Holy Spirit and with power, and … He
went about doing good and healing all who were
oppressed by the devil, for God was with Him.16 God
was intimately involved with His Servant.

The goal of the Servant
“He will bring forth justice to the nations.”6 The
Hebrew word translated as ‘justice’ is linked in the Old
Testament to God’s decisions, as revealed in His
teachings and law, and so scholars note that it is
synonymous with God’s truth. Motyer helpfully states
that, ‘…‘justice’ summarises those things which the Lord
has authoritatively settled’.17 Here is God’s Servant,
bringing the settled truth of God to a world saturated in
idolatry, with no remedy of its own. How necessary is the
task of the Servant! And we see clearly that the Servant
will bring forth this ‘justice’ not only for Israel, but for
‘the nations’.

Notice, just as He is gentle with the bruised and
smouldering, the resilience of the Servant – “He will not
be disheartened or crushed.”23 Think of the hostility from
sinners that He faced24 – and all the darkness of Calvary.
Yet, He has come through this, so that we know that His
work (of bringing justice, setting things right, with the
nations) will be carried through to overwhelming success.
Matthew quotes Isaiah 42:1-4 in full, to summarise the
work and character of the Lord Jesus – having withdrawn
from the Pharisees who conspired to destroy Him, and
having healed the many who followed Him, He warned
them not to tell who He was.25 This, Matthew tells us, was
the character of the Servant foretold by Isaiah: gently and
compassionately healing all those who were sick and
suffering; not seeking the attention or praise of men.
Quoting the Septuagint, Matthew says: …He leads justice
to victory, and in His name the Gentiles will hope.26

The justice of God, delivered by the hand of the Lord
Jesus, changed people’s lives! What did this look like?
We have already considered Peter’s concise description of
the Lord doing good and healing all who were oppressed
by the devil.16 This kind of scene is recorded many times
for us in the gospel accounts. Another beautiful passage
says, they brought to Him all who were ill, those suffering
with various diseases and pains, demoniacs, epileptics,
paralytics; and He healed them.18 Healing where there
was pain and suffering. Bringing knowledge of God
where there was ignorance. Forgiving where there was
repentance. This was the rule of God breaking into
people’s lives in the person of His Son, His Servant. The
Lord Jesus was administering justice – setting things
right, as God would have them.

Serving God today
If we are to serve God today, we will learn from the
Servant of Isaiah 42. In the matter of servanthood (as in
all things), the Lord Jesus is our Teacher. Have this
attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus.27
We learn from Him that God’s justice is important –
putting things as God would have them, with the Father
acting along with us. We learn of the character that we
seek to cultivate as servants, by God’s grace and work in
our lives – gentle, attentive to the needs of others, ready
to encourage and restore, resilient and courageous in the
face of trial. The same Spirit of God that was upon Him
dwells in us – so, fully equipped, may we seek to follow
Him in work and character.

Ultimately, in what seems like the greatest of injustices,
in the crucifixion of this lovely Servant of God, we see
the securing of God’s justice eternally – having died for
sins once for all, the just for the unjust,19 the Lord Jesus
Christ has paid the penalty for sin, and brought us back to
God – setting things right for eternity.
Consider the manner in which the Servant will carry out
His work: “He will not cry out or raise His voice, Nor
make His voice heard in the street.”20 How beautiful is
the character evident in the Servant! In contrast to the way
of the nations, the manner in which He will bring justice
is not through force or bluster. Here is one who, through
the quiet beauty of His character drew those who were in
need to God the Father. And He met so many in need –
bruised reeds and dimly burning wicks.21 A bruised reed
has been damaged in some way – but not irreparably, in
His hands. Isaiah’s promise is not that the reed will never
be bruised – bruising may be expected in life, perhaps
even to our benefit – but that in the hands of the Servant,
the bruised reed will not be discarded. The dimly burning
wick will not be extinguished. This is the Servant
manifesting the revealed character of God: a broken spirit
and a contrite heart, O God, You will not despise.22

References: (1) Isa. 11:1 (2) Isa. 9:7 (3) Isa.61:1-3
(4) Isa. 41:23-24 (5) Isa. 41:29 (6) Isa. 42:1 (7) Num.
12:7 (8) Ezek. 37:24 (9) Jer. 2:21 (10) John 15:1
(11) John 5:19 (12) John 14:10 (13) Mat. 3:16 (14) Mat.
4:1 (15) Mark 1:12 (16) Acts 10:38 (17) See J. Alec
Motyer, The Prophecy of Isaiah: An Introduction &
Commentary (18) Mat. 4:24 (19) 1 Pet. 3:18 (20) Isa.
42:2 (21) Isa. 42:3 (22) Ps. 51:17 (23) Isa. 42:4
(24) Heb. 12:3 (25) Mat. 12:16 (26) Mat. 12:20-21
(27) Phil. 2:5
Bible quotations are NASB
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Surviving guilt
Brian Johnston, Leigh, England
To feel guilt is to experience
emotional remorse, believing –
rightly or wrongly – we’re
responsible for something wrong.
Taking a biblical example where the
guilt was real: Immediately a rooster
crowed a second time. And Peter
remembered how Jesus had made the
remark to him, “Before a rooster
crows twice you, will deny Me three
times.” And he began to weep.1

Unrealistic expectations
It had all started out with Peter
having an unrealistic expectation of
himself. The Lord had forewarned
Peter that he would deny Him.2 Peter
had kicked against that. Whenever
we expect more of ourselves than the
Lord does, it has to mean that we’re
being unrealistic and setting
ourselves up for disappointment,
with its baggage of guilt feelings. An
oldest child may think s/he is
expected to take care of other
siblings, whether able to or not. A
wife feels she is expected to work 40
hours a week, rear children, keep
house, please her husband, all while
faithfully serving in the local church.
Church workers may overload
themselves with all of the
evangelism, teaching, pastoral care
and administration that all in the
local church are supposed to be
involved in. Unlike Peter’s case,
there may or may not be actual sin
associated with these examples.

Exposing perfectionism
The Apostle John challenges people
who were denying reality as he
begins his first letter.3 First, he
makes quite sure we understand that
it’s totally unrealistic for us to expect
to live a sinless life. Perfectionism is
often the first step towards feeling
guilty. Attempting excellence is one
thing, but demanding perfection is
quite another. Then John explains
our need to confess the real sins we
can’t deny: If we confess our sins,
He is faithful and righteous to
forgive us.4

Going back to Peter, it’s
not what the crowd says
to Peter, as much as what
he says to himself, that
makes him weep. With us,
the thing loading us with guilt may
be something that others don’t know
about, but something we feel
responsible for. It could be, for
example, we weren’t available for a
friend and then something bad
happened to them. There’s a long list
of things that tempt us to be anxious
about how God will deal with us.
While some of us silence these
concerns, others deal with a sense of
guilt by allowing themselves to be
manipulated by others. A single
mother allows her 30-year-old son to
manipulate her. Her way of dealing
with feelings of guilt is to accept this
treatment as the price she must pay
for what she guiltily believes she is
responsible for.

Feeling guilty or being
convicted?
Feeling guilty, however, doesn’t
always mean that we truly are guilty
before God. It’s good to distinguish
between general, vague feelings of
guilt and times when we come under
specific conviction. The Holy Spirit
convicts us of any actual guilt before
God; He doesn’t just make us feel
guilty. Conviction is a heartfelt state
of remorse leading to repentance;
whereas mere guilt feelings on their
own can lead to anxiety, depression
or some other unhealthy situation.
Repentance is about turning around
to do God’s will, instead of
continuing in sin.

Beware self-pity
It’s one thing to feel guilty about not
being the best parent you could have
been, but it’s another thing – if
convicted that it’s true – to do the
best you can from here on in. God
uses conviction to help us to repent.
It’s the Devil who uses mere guilt
6

feelings to have us wallow in selfpity.

Accepting God’s forgiveness
when at fault
Peter learnt to do that. There’s no
ongoing saga running through the
New Testament of how he repeatedly
beat up on himself by recalling his
denials. The Lord had singled him
out for attention in resurrection,5 and
Peter was graciously helped. He was
clearly ready to move on. He’s a
monument to the power of God’s
grace that we, too, can access.
Realistically, while God forgives,
other people may not. Guilt says, “I
am responsible”; but forgiveness
says, “No payment is required.”

Coping with (legalistic)
expectations of others
Some of us are helped to feel guilty:
when peers, parents or other advisors
flood us with their guidance.
Legalism fails to observe that, in
Exodus 20:2, the Law was not given
to earn deliverance and adoption, but
after these had already been secured.

Faith, not feelings
We should live by faith and not by
feelings, far less by the opinion of
others. If there are times when our
emotions suggest to us something
different from what God’s Word
teaches us, we need to walk by faith
in God’s Word, and not by our
feelings. If we confess, and God says
in His Word that He forgives, and
after that we try our best, then any
paralyzing negative emotions must
be rejected as being without basis. It
is the Devil’s tactic.
References: (1) Mark 14:72 (2) see
Mark 14:30 (3) 1 John 1:6,8,10; 2:4
(4) 1 John 1:9 (5) Mark 16:7; John
21
Bible quotations from NASB

Studying the Bible

Inspiration and preservation
David Webster, Liverpool, England
We can work out some things just by looking around.
The precision and beauty of our earth and the known
universe tell us that there has to be an intelligent designer
behind it. We know that nothing comes from nothing and
that things that work in harmony with observable laws
and principles can’t arrive at that point by fluke or
chance! But it takes that intelligent designer to reveal
Himself to us in order for us to know who He is. And
God has done that by a process of revelation, inspiration
and preservation.
Revelation is God telling us about Himself. He does this
through the pages of the Bible where we also find out
about the Lord Jesus, the final revelation from God to
people.1 How else could we know that God loves us, that
we are all contaminated by sin which makes God angry
with us and that the Lord Jesus became the sacrifice by
which that disastrous situation could be put right?
J.I. Packer writes:

That, of course, has implications. It means that what it
says cannot be a mistake, nor can it contradict itself or
simply be a product of its time. It is noteworthy that the
Lord Jesus accepted the Scriptures (our Old Testament)
as God’s Word,5 which ‘cannot be set aside’,6 and which
spoke about Him.7 God wrote some of Scripture directly
– like the two stone tablets given to Moses.8 But mostly
people wrote, collated or received an instruction and put
that into writing under the control of the Holy Spirit.

‘The content of the Bible is revelation. The process
by which that content was written down is called
inspiration. And it wasn’t a high level of human
activity, it wasn’t even a high level of religious
human activity. Men were in the process but it
didn’t originate with them and it didn’t come from
their desire and their will, they were used as they
were carried along by the Holy Spirit and enabled
to speak from God. They spoke divine words. God
used them. It was their personality. It was their
background, some of their insights, their
experiences, their perceptions, but every word was
the word of God. That’s the miracle of inspiration.
Men … they were used … carried along by the
Holy Spirit spoke from God. That’s what the
Scripture says.’2

Preservation means that we can trust the Scriptures
because God has sovereignly overseen the process of
transmission over the centuries. Of course, like all
ancient hand-written documents, we do not have any of
the original manuscripts. We have copies of copies.
Doesn’t that lend itself to error upon error? Surprisingly
not! The scribes who transmitted the Scriptures took
great care even to the extent of counting all the individual
letters they had written and checking back to the original.
If there was a discrepancy, the copy was destroyed and
they started again. Copies of manuscripts can be dated
and, usually, older copies differ from more recent ones.
However the discovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls in 1947
showed how painstaking the scribes had been and that we
still have the same Old Testament as Jesus had. With the
New Testament there is an amazingly large number of
copies – a wealth of evidence – some dating back to only
100 years after it was written. God has certainly
preserved His Word so that we can be in no doubt about
being able to trust what we are reading.

Inspiration, normally, is a brilliant or creative idea! But,
in respect to the Bible, we mean words breathed out by
God. This is God telling us about Himself. The Bible
puts it like this:
All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for
teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in
righteousness, so that the servant of God may be
thoroughly equipped for every good work.3

References: (1) See Heb. 1:1-2 (2) JI Packer, God has
Spoken, Hodder & Stoughton 1998, p.91 (3) 2 Tim.
3:16-17 (4) 2 Pet. 1:21 (5) see Mark 7:9-13 (6) John
10:35 (7) See Luke 24:27, 44; John 5:39 (8) See Ex.
31:18; Deut. 5:22

That means that God, although using the personality and
style of the human author, ensured that only and exactly
what He wanted to be conveyed came to be written
down. Peter explains that: prophecy never had its origin
in the human will, but prophets, though human, spoke
from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.4

Bible quotations from NIV
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100 years in Africa

Early pioneers
Eric Sampou, Port Harcourt, Nigeria
The large ships of Elder Dempster Lines – the RMS
Zaria, SS Calabar, MV Accra, MV Aureol and others –
brought government officials, businessmen and
missionary expatriates into West Africa. We salute the
memory of the farewell meeting in Liverpool on Saturday
13 March 1920 when the Fellowship flagship of five
missionaries was encouraged through the Word of God
and prayer in preparation for the task ahead of them.

they loved him. He was of an age when most men are
settling down and thinking of retirement, but instead his
thoughts were all of Africa. He started to take Hausa
language classes in London, for it was in his mind to go to
North-Eastern Nigeria. Often, when he spoke at a church
meeting, it would be about Ebed-Melech, the Ethiopian
Eunuch or some other Africa-related story. Mr Matthew
had married, but their two children both died in infancy
and Mrs Matthew was prepared to go with him to West
Africa.

Who we were
The inhumane practices of people trafficking and slavery
had largely been abolished; nevertheless Africa had a
greater burden of deep spiritual bondage that would drive
its people to conscious eternal punishment in the lake of
fire. So the pioneers came from their relative comfort
zone in the UK and gave up everything to shocking
circumstances of savagery, repulsive sanitation, poverty,
deprivation and tropical diseases. We were deep in
idolatry, sorcery, polygamy, superstition and witchcraft.
We were by nature children of wrath. Living our lives
according to the prince of the power of the air … having
no hope and without God in the world.1 They came so
that we might be saved from the consequences of sin, to
know reconciliation, redemption, regeneration and the
imputation of Christ’s righteousness. Those missionaries
were willing to live among the people in their shanty
quarters to proclaim Jesus Christ, and Him crucified.2

In 1914, a brother who worked in shipbuilding went out
to Forcados near Warri, Nigeria, on a contract and this
quickened the interest of the Fellowship concerning West
Africa. His name was Tom Wallace of Barrow, England.
In Barrhead, Scotland, a brother and his wife were also
interested in West Africa. They, too, were of an age when
they might have felt settled in life. Mr JPA Taylor had an
important post in the ceramic industry.
Thus the Lord was working in several ways to bring about
work in Nigeria and the British Isles and Overseas
Conference of overseers (as it was then called) realized
that it was so, and gave its approval for the UK5 to go
out. In March 17, 1920 the pioneers sailed from Liverpool
– Mr and Mrs JPA Taylor, Mr and Mrs Edwin Matthew
and Willie T Terrell, a younger man – arrived in Lagos on
5 April 1920 and were met by Tom Wallace. The
Fellowship of Churches of God as a whole was keenly
interested and much prayer was made for the venture.

The pioneers
During the First World War, a brother named Edwin
Matthew who belonged to the Church of God in London
began to have a strong interest in missionary work in
West Africa. He owned a good pharmacy business in
London. He ran a Sunday school composed mainly of
poor and rough children, and

Fellowship fears

The primitive conditions in which our little band of
expatriates lived, and perhaps also the age of some of
them, took its toll on them in the struggle they had to
, 1924
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endure. In 1924, the fears of the Fellowship began to
l,
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p
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manifest themselves. The Lord called brother
A
V
of the M
Matthew home after a brief illness. Then Mrs
Departure
Taylor, the first wife of John PA Taylor, passed
away about the same time. In 1925, Tom Wallace
was ‘called home’ and they were all buried in
Ibadan. Notwithstanding, fifteen Lord’s servants
and 76 visitors from the UK and Canada would
come to support the work in West Africa.

The constituents of the gospel message
These men and women had come to Africa with a
mandate to “Go … and make disciples of all the
nations, baptizing them … teaching them to
observe all that [the Lord] commanded,”3 and
“As the Father has sent Me, I also send you.”4 They
8

were compelled by their love for God and their
willingness to suffer for His sake to do the will of God. It
had nothing to do with politics, science or philosophy, but
Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures and
that He was buried, and that He was raised on the third
day according to the Scriptures.5 Paul spoke of:
“repentance toward God and faith in our Lord Jesus
Christ.”6

Samuel Moore

The first church of God in Lagos
A sufficient number of 21 men and two women were
baptized in Five Cowrie Creek and responded to the truths
of Scripture, for a church of God to be planted in Lagos
on 8 May 1921. There were several Kru brethren from
Liberia in the church. They had come to Lagos to work. It
was owing to this connection that the church in Grand
Cess, Liberia came into existence.

Good leadership
Soon after landing in Lagos, they got in touch with Mr
Beyioku Alase. He was to prove a faithful overseer and
great help in the work.
Samuel Moore was soon noticed at the open air meetings
in Lagos. Over six feet tall and proportionately broad – a
Kru man who was very clear about the way of salvation.
He became deeply exercised and, in 1929, the Overseers
Conference recognised S. Moore as someone who was
sent out in full-time work for the Lord.
He worked hard in Lagos and Ibadan, and in Liberia in
the planting of the Church of God in Grand Cess in
November 1934. Effective leadership requires the
commitment of faithful men. Paul declared: The things
which you have heard from me in the presence of many
witnesses, entrust these to faithful men who will be able to
teach others also.7 Jesus said to Peter, “Tend my lambs”;
“Shepherd my sheep.”8 Peter himself later wrote,
Shepherd the flock of God.9 Succession is
important and, after 100 years, our UK brethren
have left behind leaders to continue the work.
There have been disappointments and times
when the Adversary has made strong attacks
on the work, as he always will in any work
for God. It is the Fellowship’s prayer that the
churches of God in Africa will stand firm
and increase until the Lord comes and that
brethren will become increasingly
responsible to guide the churches in full
fellowship with all the overseers of the
Churches of God in other countries.
The good Lord has worked for His people
and we are very appreciative.
References: (1) Eph. 2:2-3,12 (2) 1 Cor.
2:2 (3) Mat. 28:18-20 (4) John 20:21
(5) 1 Cor. 15:3-4 (6) Acts 20:21 (7) 2
Tim. 2:2 (8) John 21:15-16 (9) 1 Pet.
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Can you help me with this?
Geoff Hydon, Mount Forest, Canada
But when that which is perfect has come, then that
which is in part will be done away. (1 Cor. 13:10)
It seems there is difference of opinion about the meaning
of ‘that which is perfect has come’ in this passage. How
should we explain it?
It is perhaps best to see this verse as simply a maxim;
when we have a whole thing we don’t have to just
manage with parts. The parts in the Apostle’s mind seem
to be the spiritual gifts that can edify the church.
Perfection implies being completely edified and having
all the knowledge we ever need. We are still on the way
to that future reality, but we should in the meantime keep
things in perspective, not inflating individual spiritual
gifts beyond their importance. Instead, we should focus
on key things that characterise not just the present
situation, but the ultimate objective, when faith, hope and
love are fulfilled and love is dominant.

Here Paul focuses on the miraculous ability to speak
God’s word, to prophesy or to speak in tongues. But if
God fully reveals His Word, the importance of those
partial expressions of its transmission will fade. It is clear
that what Christians have to believe and practise is termed
It is good to think about what is meant by ‘perfect’ here,
in Scripture ‘the faith’. From Jude 1:3 we can see that the
before we try to say when it will be accomplished. Perfect
faith, the body of Christian doctrine, was not delivered
may mean without fault, sinless. However, the Greek
complete all at once, but rather ‘once for all’. It was at
word Paul used here is translated in eighteen other places first awaited3 and it was being delivered orally in the days
by ‘complete’ or ‘mature’ as well as by ‘perfect’. In fact, of Acts 6:7; it was defended by Timothy in later years and
Strong’s Concordance tells us that the primary meaning
rejected by others.4 It was evidently first taught orally by
of his Greek word teleios is indeed: ‘having reached its
the Lord to the Apostles, ‘the faith’ and ‘the Apostles’
end, complete, perfect’. Paul used other Greek words
teaching’ being synonyms. The faith became ‘scripture’
when he meant faultless or blameless. But here he is not
when it was recorded in writing and that, too, was the
comparing sinfulness with sinlessness, he is comparing
initiative of God.5 Men’s decisions to include books in the
something that is only partly accomplished with its final
Bible did not make them inspired Scripture; they already
completion. For instance, he speaks of childhood
were, and later inclusion in the Bible importantly relied
upon that.
compared to manhood, or seeing a partial reflection
versus seeing face to face. He is applying that idea of
It is reasonable that some miraculous gifts in Paul’s list6
perfection, in the overall context of his teaching
would fall away when the written Word of God was
concerning spiritual gifts in 1 Corinthians 12-14. The
complete. Though initially essential, prophecy adding to
Corinthians were evidencing wrongful pride in their gifts, the Word of God would no longer be needed, the gift of
and needed to be redirected to a proper evaluation and use teaching would thus outlive the gift of prophecy.
of them. So Paul emphasizes that the ones they most
Miraculous signs were intended to confirm that words and
highly prize will in fact fade in importance. He lifts their actions were from God7 and were very much needed
sights to the higher requirements of love and edification.
when everything was learned by word of mouth.
Validation now comes from comparison with revealed
But what could cause the need for these gifts to cease?
Scripture. Assuming Jude was not the last writer of New
One obvious answer, adopted by many in their
Testament Scripture, his ‘once for all’ was still an
interpretation of this passage, is to say it will be when the
unfinished purpose when he and Paul wrote. But
Lord comes back. How true! And that fits well with
subsequent completion of divine revelation is one
Paul’s opening words to the Corinthians in this letter.1 It
evidence of Paul’s maxim, even if he had more than that
also fits well with the timing of ‘then’ in 1 Corinthians
in mind.
13:12, which clearly contrasts Paul’s present experience
with a very different future time when Paul’s knowledge References: (1) 1 Cor. 1:4-8 (2) cf 1 John 3:2 (3) Gal.
3:23 (4) 1 Tim. 1:19; 6:12 (5) e.g. 2 Pet. 1:20-21 (6) 1
will no longer be partial.2 But could there be something
Cor. 12:28-31 (7) Mark 16:17-20; Heb. 2:3-4
else that would relieve the need for some spiritual gifts
even before the Lord comes? Yes!
Bible quotations from NKJV
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Problem places

Samaria: tactics used against truth
David Viles, Hayes, England
“Aren’t we right in saying you are a Samaritan and
demon-possessed?”1 The debate was becoming heated,
and the Jews surrounding Jesus felt free to abuse Him
with what amounted to a vicious racial and religious slur.
Although Jerusalem, where this exchange occurred, is
less than 70 km south of the city of Samaria, a huge
cultural and religious gulf divided the two. John’s
comment that Jews do not associate with Samaritans2
puts it mildly; the antipathy ran deep, reflecting, like
many such divisions, a long and bitter history.

new inhabitants requested help from a Samaritan priest to
teach the people what the god of the land required, but
the teaching went only skin-deep: each national group
made its own gods.11 So when some of the exiles
returned from captivity to Judah they again found the
province of Samaria to be a problem place, offering
entrenched political and religious opposition to a
resurgent Jerusalem. The tactics used are familiar from
all eras where the advancement of the truth of God is
opposed: when outright bullying and mockery failed, as
it did in the days of the Medo-Persian kings,12
compromise was attempted to deflect the people from
obedience to God.13 By far the most insidious tactic
however – ultimately countered successfully by the
efforts of Ezra the scribe – was the undermining of the
people’s faith in God and their internal cohesion through
intermarriage with the ‘new’ Samaritan peoples.14

The divided kingdom
Samaria was not an ancient city. King Omri of the
northern part of the divided kingdom of Israel and Judah
bought the hilltop site in around 880 BC and had Israel’s
capital built there, doubtless attracted by its strategic
position and defensive potential – a Mount Samaria3 in
opposition to Mount Zion. Although a notable military
leader, in spiritual terms Omri followed completely the
ways of Jeroboam and sinned more than all those before
him.4 Jeroboam, the first king of a separatist Israel, some
50 years earlier had enticed his people away from
Jerusalem, their true focus of devotion, by establishing
substitute worship centres – “It is too much for you to go
up to Jerusalem. Here are your gods, Israel, who brought
you up out of Egypt.”5 These were problem places indeed
for God’s chosen people – man-made religion based on
lies and served up ‘on a plate’ to the populace,
worshiping golden calves in place of God in His holy
temple. Omri’s son Ahab outdid even his father in
provoking God, erecting an altar to Baal on Samaria’s
hilltop,6 resulting in the inexorable descent of Israel from
spiritual rebellion through disastrous foreign alliances
and perversion of the people’s moral and social values, to
rank oppression of the poor.7 Despite God’s clear
warnings through prophets like Amos and Hosea and His
repeated protection of Israel from the warlike Syrians,8
neither Ahab nor his successors listened; final downfall
came with the army of Sargon of Assyria in 722 BC –
“Your calf is rejected, O Samaria … [it] shall be
broken to pieces.”9

Destroying the barriers
Jesus had to go through Samaria, with all its
problematical religious traditions. Why, when He would
forbid His disciples to do so?15 Although the region of
Samaria offered the shortest route between Jerusalem and
Galilee, we discern the real reason for His decision in
that precious appointment at Sychar’s well which had
such startling and momentous consequences; through a
woman’s testimony many… Samaritans… believed in
Him.16 Thereafter, Samaria had a specific focus in the
spread of the Gospel message, with Acts 8 describing
how Philip pioneered the work of evangelism there. Our
Lord is still at work resolving the problem areas of
human relationships whether national, racial or cultural,
breaking down the ‘middle walls of partition’ erected by
humanity as He builds His church – to Samaria, and to
the ends of the earth!17 What a privilege to be joined with
Him in forwarding this great endeavour.
References: (1) John 8:48 (2) John 4:9 (3) Amos 6:1 (4) 1
Kings 16:25-26 (5) 1 Kings 12:28 (6) 1 Kings 16:32-33
(7) 2 Kings 1:1-4; Amos 2:6-8; 4:1-3; 6:1-2; 8:4-6
(8) 1 Kings 20:1-30; 2 Kings 6:24 - 7:20 (9) Hosea
8:5-6 NKJV; Micah 1:6-7 (10) 2 Kings 17:2433; Ezra 4:9-10 (11) 2 Kings 17:28-29 (12)
Ezra 4:6-24; 5:3-6:12; Neh. 4:1-11 (13) Ezra
4:1-5; Neh. 6:1-14 (14) Ezra 9:1-10:16. It is
notable that the daughter of Sanballat, a
high official under Artaxerxes in the
province of Samaria, was married to a
grandson of the High Priest, Neh.
13:28 (15) John 4:4; Matt. 10:5
(16) John 4:39 (17) Acts 1:8

Cultural confusion
The Assyrians had a simple, but effective,
policy of divide and rule to break the
resistance of conquered peoples – mass
deportation to far-flung parts of their
empire, and repopulation of the land by
other ethnic groups sharing no common
culture. Peoples of many nationalities with
their own religious traditions10 were settled
in what had been the northern kingdom. The

Bible quotations from NIV
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The giving God

Life to the full
Jon Stanley, Hayes, England
Life in the beginning
God’s almighty act of bringing life to
humanity shows His power and
greatness. And the LORD God
formed man of the dust of the
ground, and breathed into his nostrils
the breath of life; and man became a
living being.1 The breath came from
God into the body that had been
formed. Man became a living soul;
the created body was now animated.
God, the giver of life, spoke human
life into being with His own breath.
“The Spirit of God has made me,
And the breath of the
Almighty gives me life.”2
All would have remained very good
except for the fact that sin entered
that perfect world. The creator,
however, had a plan of salvation
ready for that eventuality, one that
renewed to life all who would turn
back to the great life-giver.

The life that was in Him was the
‘light of men’.

to give to us. The cream of all
spiritual delicacies!

John later wrote: God has given us
eternal life, and this life is in His Son.
He who has the Son has life; he who
does not have the Son of God does
not have life.4

And the river described in the Psalm
is plentiful, flowing, constant,
overflowing; there’s no need for
complaint.

Jesus is the author and giver of ‘life to
the full’. He said, “I have come that
they may have life and that they may
have it more abundantly.”5
In Christ, we enjoy greater blessings
and privileges than any other people
in history. (Compare ourselves with
Job, who was blessed by the Lord
with twice as much as he had at the
start!6) Where sin abounded, grace
abounded much more.7

Blessings that God desires to give us
are greater than have ever been told
before in His Word. We are not
simply existing as Christians, but
those to whom the Son gives life will
have everything to make that life
The one described as ‘the Word’ in
John 1 – who became the man Jesus – blessed and happy. The spiritual
was in existence when all created
blessings that God gives mean that we
things began: In the beginning was
have both an abundance of life and a
the Word, and the Word was with
sustained life.
God, and the Word was God. He was
in the beginning with God. All things Abundantly satisfied
were made through Him, and without
The children of men put their trust
Him nothing was made that was
under the shadow of Your wings.
made. In Him was life, and the life
They are abundantly satisfied with
was the light of men.3
the fullness of Your house,
He was one with God in nature, in
And You give them drink from the
love, in cooperation, being fully God.
river of Your pleasures.
As God the Son, He was the maker.
For with You is the fountain of
He worked with His Father in
life.8
creating – and now in preserving – all
The original Hebrew word translated
things. Words were spoken and,
‘abundantly satisfied’ has the sense of
through God’s great power, all things
being soaked, saturated or satiated:
that now exist came into being.
we have enough in the life that comes
from heaven, so as not to want the
The gift of eternal life
scraps of the world.
The Son of God is the source of
The word translated ‘fullness’ means
natural life to His human creation,
fatness or abundance: delightful
and He also gives eternal life to
repentant sinners who believe in Him. provisions have been made in heaven
12

The ‘river of pleasures’ reminds us of
the Garden of Eden and as a constant
source of delight to Adam and Eve;
all they needed was there, and so
much more!
And the fountain is the source of life,
happiness and wisdom. God is the
author of life and His blessings to us
stem from Himself.

Abiding in Christ
The requirement for us is to live near
to God, in His shadow, to abide with
Him and remain with Him.
“Abide in Me, and I in you. As the
branch cannot bear fruit of itself,
unless it abides in the vine, neither
can you, unless you abide in Me. I am
the vine, you are the branches. He
who abides in Me, and I in him, bears
much fruit; for without Me you can do
nothing. If anyone does not abide in
Me, he is cast out as a branch and is
withered; and they gather them and
throw them into the fire, and they are
burned. If you abide in Me, and My
words abide in you, you will ask what
you desire, and it shall be done for
you. By this My Father is glorified,
that you bear much fruit; so you will
be My disciples. As the Father loved
Me, I also have loved you; abide in
My love. If you keep My
commandments, you will abide in My
love, just as I have kept My Father’s
commandments and abide in His love.
These things I have spoken to you,
that My joy may remain in you, and
that your joy may be full.” 9
We must remain close to Christ, by
faith and love, to receive the power to
bear fruit. We can’t bear fruit on our

own. The gift of God’s Word gives
meaning and purpose to our lives. In
practice, the essence of living life to
the full is to obey His commands
from the heart.
If we abide in Christ, and if His
words abide in us then there will be
blessing as these influences will cause
us to ask for things in keeping with
His will.

into the first man, now breathed
spiritual life into His disciples,
anticipating the gift of the Holy
Spirit. New life and vigour was theirs
and the Holy Spirit would make them
fit for purpose.
Can anyone say that life to the full is
not possible when Jesus is the author
and giver of life?

Grace and peace be multiplied to you
in the knowledge of God and of Jesus
our Lord, as His divine power has
given to us all things that pertain to
life and godliness, through the
knowledge of Him who called us by
glory and virtue, by which have been
given to us exceedingly great and
precious promises, that through these
you may be partakers of the divine
nature, having escaped the corruption
that is in the world through lust. But
You will show me the path of life; also for this very reason, giving all
In Your presence is fullness of joy; diligence, add to your faith virtue, to
virtue knowledge, to knowledge selfAt Your right hand are pleasures
10
control, to self-control perseverance,
forevermore.
This should preoccupy us and wholly to perseverance godliness, to
godliness brotherly kindness, and to
take us up – as our abiding in Him,
brotherly kindness love. For if these
and His words in us, will lead us to
things are yours and abound, you will
live a life in this way – a life to the
be neither barren nor unfruitful in the
full.
knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.
For he who lacks these things is
The power for life
shortsighted, even to blindness, and
Jesus said … “Peace to you! As the
has forgotten that he was cleansed
Father has sent me, I also send you.”
from his old sins. Therefore, brethren,
And when He had said this, He
be even more diligent to make your
breathed on them, and said to
call and election sure, for if you do
them, “Receive the Holy Spirit.”11
these things you will never stumble;
The Word that was in the beginning, for so an entrance will be supplied to
you abundantly into the everlasting
that had caused life to be breathed
Bearing much fruit glorifies God.
When our minds and purpose are in
tune with Christ, it’s then that our
lives will bring forth an abundance of
spiritual fruitfulness which will cause
others to glorify God! Fullness of
spiritual blessing is shown here by the
joy in our lives being Christ’s own
joy! His joy in us leads us to have
abundant joy and delight in Him.

“And I give
them eternal
life, and they
shall never
perish.”
(John 10:28)
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kingdom of our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ.12
God has given us all things through
His ‘divine power’: life, hope, and
joy. Can He therefore not give us all
we need?
What an honour that these
‘exceedingly great and precious
promises’ should be bestowed on us
to support and comfort our lives! As
we make these promises our own, we
will discover what it means to abound
and grow more and more abundantly.

A full life ahead
The completeness of our life will be
realised when we enter heaven and
later spend eternity with Him on the
new earth. Those who in their earthly
life have been growing in
righteousness, and in the knowledge
of Him who saved us – those who
bear much fruit – will enter into
heaven with full assurance of faith
and hope.
All believers will surely enjoy life to
the full in the world to come, forever
worshipping the Giver of life.

References: (1) Gen. 2:7 (2) Job 33:4
(3) John 1:1-4 (4) 1 John 5:11-12
(5) John 10:10 (6) Job 42:10
(7) Rom. 5:20 (8) Ps. 36:7-9
(9) John 15:4-11 (10) Ps. 16:11
(11) John 20:21-22 (12) 2 Pet. 1:2-11
Bible quotations from NKJV unless
stated otherwise

Extinction Rebellion
Peter Hickling, Cromer, England
Readers can hardly have missed the world-wide
demonstrations that have taken place under this name. It
is a global environmental movement with the stated aim
of using nonviolent civil disobedience to compel
government action to avoid tipping points in the climate
system, biodiversity loss, and the risk of social and
ecological collapse.
Extinction Rebellion was established in the United
Kingdom in May 2018 with about 100 academics signing
a call to action in support in October 2018, and launched
at the end of October by Roger Hallam and Gail
Bradbrook, and other activists from the campaign group
Rising Up! In November 2018, five bridges across the
River Thames in London were blockaded. In April 2019,
Extinction Rebellion occupied five prominent sites in
central London: Piccadilly Circus, Oxford Circus, Marble
Arch, Waterloo Bridge, and the area around Parliament
Square.
Britain was not, of course, the only place where this
movement was active. It spread to the USA and Canada
and throughout the world.

What is a Biblical attitude to this?
NT is a Christian magazine, whose purpose is to expound
the Scriptures and to apply them to daily life. As such, it
is not our place, or within our competence, to enter into
scientific arguments, except insofar as their assumptions
clash with Scripture. One of those assumptions is
completely consonant with Scripture: the statement that
mankind is a responsible curator of the Earth. In the
beginning God said, “Let us make man in our image,
after our likeness. And let them have dominion over the
fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over
the livestock and over all the earth and over every
creeping thing that creeps on the earth.”2 It follows that
if extinction of species or impoverishment of the Earth’s
resources results from man’s activity he has failed in his
duty, for which he is responsible to God. Unfortunately,
while most XR supporters would agree with the first half
of this sentence, many would not recognise a
responsibility to God – or, at least, their meetings do not
refer to Him.

What about the methods?

What are their objectives?

XR claims to use ‘non-violent civil disobedience’ to
promote its ends, although in practice some
Extinction Rebellion’s website,1 at the time of the group’s
demonstrations have led to violent results. For a Christian
inception in the UK, stated the following aims:
this touches on the whole question of whether he should
1. Government must tell the truth by declaring a climate ever refuse to accept the instructions of the civil power.
and ecological emergency, working with other
The Bible says, Let every person be subject to the
institutions to communicate the urgency for change.
governing authorities. For there is no authority except
from God, and those that exist have been instituted by
2. Government must act now to halt biodiversity loss
God.3 Nonetheless, there are occasions when people feel
and reduce greenhouse gas emissions to net-zero by
that it would be against their conscience to obey the
2025.
government, because it is telling them to do something
3. Government must create, and be led by the decisions that they should not do – a prime example is military
of, a citizens assembly on climate and ecological
service. The XR movement is not an exact parallel, since
justice.
action such as blocking bridges mainly inconveniences
A fourth objective was added to this when the movement other people. The question is whether the end justifies the
spread to the USA, but this was verbose and vague, trying means in this case. Even though this seems important (if
long-term), the Christian has greater priorities.
to include a number of fashionable causes.
References: (1) http://rebellion.earth (2) Gen. 1:26
Is this a new concern?
(3) Rom. 13:1
Bible quotations from ESV
It is certainly one that has received a lot of support from
environmental scientists, who have pointed out such
things as the diminishing size of the polar icecaps and the
extinction of species due to loss of habitat. But concern
about use of earth’s resources has a much longer history:
in 1798 Thomas Malthus published ‘An Essay on the
Principle of Population’, which envisaged a catastrophe
point at which the growth of population would outstrip
the supply of food. Malthus concluded that this would
lead to an evening out of the two factors by reducing the
population through wars and epidemics; his solution was
voluntary restriction of population growth.
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Personal story

Ready to serve
An interview with Silva Gopani, Mutarara, Mozambique
Silva, would you please tell our
readers a little about your
background?
I am Silva Gopani, by nationality a
Mozambican. I was born on 7 April,
1965, in a village called Djambo. I
have four children: two boys, the
eldest of whom is at Tete University.
I am a Christian. In 1980, while I
was at boarding school, I met a
missionary from Italy. This man of
God taught on Matthew 25:1-13
about the ten virgins being ready for
the coming of the bridegroom.
This biblical text spoke strongly to
me, and I became a follower of Jesus
Christ. In time, I became regarded as
a church leader in my area.

The photographs show how you
took an old Toyota engine from a
wrecked truck and installed it in
a small hut to drive a mill for
corn (on the right hand side, the
exhaust pipe can just be seen
protruding through a hole made
for it in the wall). That’s pretty
resourceful.
Yes, well … from 1990-95, I was a
primary teacher and, in 1996, I
started my own projects as a

businessman. I bought
my first corn mill and set
it up at Mandua, powered by the old
engine as you have shown.

That’s rather enterprising, and
definitely shows leadership skills.
We can see that it has helped
people in your neighbourhood to
survive. But have you also
experienced any disappointments
and particular difficulties?
Yes, in my business life. I
discovered that by focusing on my
business and not on Jesus, things
didn’t go so well. But when I looked
to Christ, things improved.

How true that in all our ways we
are ‘to acknowledge Him’ (Prov.
3:6). Now, our readers would be
interested to know how you first
became aware of Churches of
God …
After having been appointed a
Christian leader in my local area, I
first met Moses Beka, from Malawi.
His parents were from the village of
Mandua where I set up the corn mill,
but the family had emigrated to
Malawi because of the poor
conditions we experience in
Mozambique. After he discovered

about the churches of God, he
returned to the place of his roots to
share about his discovery. I’m so
glad he did. He shared teaching with
me from Acts 2:41-42:
So then, those who had received his
word were baptized; and that day
there were added about three
thousand souls. They were
continually devoting themselves to
the apostles’ teaching and to
fellowship, to the breaking of bread
and to prayer.
Through his teaching on the ‘seven
steps,’ as he called the seven
sequential actions listed there, I came
to understand the way of the Lord
more accurately. There is an
important order to these things. In
this area where I live around the
village of Mandua, near to Mutarara,
all Christian denominations break
bread only once a year. Among other
things, I learned from brother Moses
Beka that biblical churches of God
have, from the first, broken bread
each and every week (Acts 20:7; 1
Cor. 16:2).
I have been in the Church of God in
Mutarara since 17 June 2018 when
the church was established here.

What hopes and plans do you
have for the future?
I would like to see the Church of
God here grow through the power
of God: that God may richly bless
the Church of God at Mutarara.

(Eds. At the time of writing, the
Church our brother refers to has
grown to a numerical strength of
236, and is expressed in three
companies located at Mandua,
Ngungunhana and Nyangoma.)
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Mission

Ross Osborne, Glasgow, Scotland

this was exactly what it was about; refreshing our
appetite for spiritual things throughout the year,
keeping that momentum going, maintaining that
inquisitive atmosphere. The word ‘Refresh’ also
encapsulates the idea of being an encouragement to
one another as we seek to live as Christians. A search
for the word in the Scriptures revealed Paul’s words to
Philemon: Yes, brother, I want some benefit from you
in the Lord. Refresh my heart in Christ. (Philemon
1:20 ESV)

Refresh is a youth event in the west of Scotland, for
people 13 years of age and older. Still relatively new,
Refresh has run every month or two between
September and May since 2016. The varied program
consists of quizzes, active games, videos, personal
testimonies, singing, and Bible talks on what it means
to live as a Christian. We finish each time with food
(usually pizza!).
Back in 2016, those involved in the teen week of
Auchenfoyle Camp in Scotland were remarking that,
each year, particularly towards the end of the week,
there was a unique atmosphere at camp. It was a very
positive one; the group seemed to get on very well
together, with a genuine interest in the Bible talks.
Questions were being asked about spiritual things and
the teens were enquiring about church events.

Then, at the campsite on a sunny Saturday in
September 2016, we were delighted to see as many as
27 teenagers at the first event! Those present were
younger than we had anticipated, and many hadn’t
been to teen camp before. This gave us a tremendous
opportunity to provide a taster of the teen camp
program, at a point where the numbers at our teen
week were reducing slightly each year. It meant that
those teens could be encouraged to come to camp the
following year, now that they had met many of the
campers and leaders. It was then an answer to prayer to
see this number maintained through the subsequent
events at Barrhead.

However, this momentum seemed to fizzle out
somewhat after camp each year. While we were glad
that some of the younger teens attended our local
weekly youth clubs where there was some opportunity
to look at basic Bible topics, we wouldn’t see many
older teenagers who had expressed interest until the
following year. Additionally, these teenagers wouldn’t
see the friends they’d made until the next year’s camp.

Over the last three years, we’ve had very positive
feedback about the event from youth workers and
young people. The latter part of 2018 also saw three of
this group make the disciple commitment of being
baptised and added to the Churches of God. This is
testament also to the work of local youth clubs and
church outreach in west Scotland.

We began to ask ourselves: “Can we have the same
atmosphere elsewhere throughout the year?”
We wanted something where we could continue to
investigate the subjects at camp that the teenagers
seemed to engage with, and give them opportunity to
maintain friendships and encourage one another in
Christian growth.

We are thankful to everyone who has prayerfully
supported this initiative, and we’d ask you to continue
to do so – that both the interest of the young people
would be maintained and that we might keep sufficient
numbers of adult helpers to run the events.

We agreed to have the first event in September at the
campsite itself, to emphasise its link with teen camp,
and thereafter at Barrhead assembly’s hall as the
autumn weather set in.
Having set a program of activities, all that remained
was to name the event. After scratching our heads for a
good few minutes thinking of a name that would be
both descriptive and appealing to teens, one of us
looked down at the wording on the sleeve of the Youth
Fellowship Rally event hoodies we were wearing.
There our eyes met the words ‘Renew’…, ’Revive’…
“What about Refresh?” we joked. Then we realised

We’re grateful, too, that many of the teens who were
there at the launch in 2016 have been with us at
Refresh ever since. One of those teenagers recently
said, “Some people laugh when I say I go to Christian
events, but to come and see your friends – who you
know have the same beliefs as you – is so refreshing.”
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