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From the Editors’ desk
The chronicler, traditionally presumed to be Ezra, writes in
1 Chronicles 9 of those belonging to the Old Testament
people of God who were making a new start upon their
return from enforced exile after the Babylonian captivity. As
we launch out into 2022, we also may anticipate a more
definite restart of conventional ways of serving the Lord
after some measure of ‘enforced exile’ imposed by the
Covid-19 pandemic.

Back then, we’re told that the first to repossess their cities
were the priests, Levites and temple servants. Their keenness
to re-engage energetically with their duties is noted
inspirationally for us in the divine record.

By the time we reach verse 17, the spotlight falls on Shallum
(perhaps a family name, see v.19, 31) as notable among
those who were gatekeepers for the house of God. There
were, besides him, chief men among these Temple
gatekeepers who were recognised as being in an office of
trust. To all of them was assigned the task of not allowing
anything improper to enter upon the sanctuary service of
God’s people at His chosen location. They had charge of all
that was deposited in the treasuries of God’s House.

In one of our new main series (p.12), charting God’s desire
to dwell among us, Andy already hints at where the series is
headed: towards identifying the spiritual house of God in the
New Testament. As we resume more normal service in it,
may we as God’s people be as zealous to guard the treasure
of the good deposit that God has given in trust to us.1 Tony
reminds us that we do so as stewards looking for our
Master’s soon return (p.6). May God help us to be
overcomers like Mark (p.7) through becoming more
Christlike (p.10). Both Jhonrou and Steve emphasize, of
course, that this is all based on God’s amazing grace (p.2 &
15).  And there’s so much more to profitably enjoy. Happy
reading in the New Year!

Reference: (1) 2 Tim. 1:13-15

Editors would like to place on record their warm and
grateful acknowledgement of the many years of highly
efficient service by Robert Fisher who has now retired
from his role of commissioning editor of the magazine.
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As a Christian believer it’s very
important that we should know and
understand God’s amazing grace that
provides for us so that our lives in
this world align with the way God
wants us to live. The core of this
article will focus on Romans 6:14,
which says, For sin shall not be
master over you, for you are not
under the Law but under grace. The
‘law’ here refers to the law in
general found in the books of Moses
and containing moral, ceremonial
and judicial laws. We have to
understand that the Law was given to
Israel, God’s chosen people: they
were the people obligated to follow
the Law accurately as God chose
them to keep the Law and live within
it, as a testimony to the nations
around them. The Law was given to
show humanity’s inability to keep
away from sin. It was not given to
justify us, for through the Law
comes the knowledge of sin but not
the forgiveness of our sin because by
the works of the Law none of
mankind will be justified.1 However,
God demonstrates His amazing grace
through His Son, Jesus Christ. Paul
says in Romans 8:3-4,

For what the Law could not do,
weak as it was through the flesh,
God did: sending His own Son in
the likeness of sinful flesh and as
an offering for sin, He
condemned sin in the flesh, so
that the requirement of the Law
might be fulfilled in us who do
not walk according to the flesh
but according to the Spirit.

Here is the perfect presentation of
the unmerited grace of God revealed
in the life of our Lord Jesus Christ
alone. He condemned sin by the holy
way He was able to live here as a
man, fulfilling the Law perfectly.
Through Him we have eternal life at
the moment we receive Him as our
Saviour by faith. He – God’s own
Son – died for the sake of our

salvation. It’s amazing, isn’t it?
Since we are saved by the grace of
God, we are no longer under the Law
but under grace. This grace enables
us also to fulfil the principle of the
Law, as Jesus did in His earthly life.
This, Paul tells us, is by the help of
the Holy Spirit. So the fact that
we’re under grace doesn’t mean the
Law is abolished, but that we are not
condemned by the Law, since we
died to sin with Christ so that we
might live to God in Christ.

Jesus said in Matthew 5:17, “I did
not come to abolish [the Law] but to
fulfil [it].” We cannot deny the fact
that the Law Jesus talks about
contains the principle of holy living.
Jesus Himself, as we said, lived in
the principle of the Law itself,
showing this to surpass the
righteousness of the scribes and
Pharisees. We can see this fully as
we read the Gospels: Christ
subjected Himself to the Law.
Moreover, even if we are no longer
under the Law, we too have to live
according to the principle of the Law
for it still remains today. God

expects us to live in holiness as
Christ did. Furthermore, the grace of
God instructs us to live in a way that
would please our Father in heaven.
Of course, that concerns our day-by-
day Christian living. As Christian
believers, saved by grace, our first
ambition is to please God by doing
the things that He wants us to do and
to avoid sin.

All in all, living under grace
describes a kind of life that aims to
keep us far away from committing
sin. It’s living in holiness, as Paul
writes: What then? Are we to sin
because we are not under the Law
but under grace? Far from it!2 In
other words, there should be no room
for sin in our lives; as saved people it
is our responsibility to be holy3 for
this is one reason why God saved us.

References: (1) Rom. 3:20  (2) Rom.
6:15  (3) 1 Pet. 1:15

Bible quotations from NASB20

Living under grace
Jhonrou Sarsale, Nabunturan, Philippines
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Glancing up at the Old Bailey
courthouse in London or at the top of
many other judicial buildings in the
western world, we may well see a
statue representing justice. She is
personified as a young, blindfolded
woman holding a sword and scales.
The image is derived from Egyptian,
Greek and Roman concepts of
justice, but they must in turn be
founded upon the biblical revelation
of God because He is the only …
lawgiver and judge.1 Since humanity
is created in the image of God, all
our passionate strivings after justice
and (to a lesser extent) righteousness
originate in Him. As God’s
righteousness and justice are
described as ‘high’ or ‘exalted’2 it is
fitting that lady justice should be
physically positioned right where she
is.

The firm foundation
She is usually shown standing on a
book, representing the constitution of
the particular country in which the
courthouse is located. For Britain,
the USA and many other nations, the
constitutional foundation goes back
to Magna Carta – ‘To no one will we
sell, to no one will we deny or delay
right or justice’3 – but what do these
terms actually mean? In both
Hebrew and Greek the words
‘justice’ and ‘righteousness’ when
applied to the character of God are
often used together and sometimes
translated interchangeably; their
meanings, unlike in English, are
closely connected. God’s nature and
being are presented as always being
righteous; therefore, all He does
must be right and just.
Righteousness and justice are the
foundation of Your throne;4a and
righteous and upright is He.4b In
such verses, God’s righteousness and
justice are often linked to other
qualities of His indivisible character,

such as mercy and truth – we will
return to these later.

Teasing the Hebrew expressions
apart, the word used for the
righteousness of God is often closely
associated with the word ‘upright’5

or straight. So God’s righteousness is
clearly an expression of His absolute
holiness and moral rectitude; He acts
consistently in accordance with His
own holy character, always keeping
His promises.6 While it’s arguable
whether any country’s constitution is
entirely morally righteous, God sets
the absolute standard of what
righteousness is; furthermore, in
everything that God does He acts
righteously.7 So while righteous is
what God is, justice is at the basis of
what He does. Unlike many human
judges, He always acts equitably,
showing no partiality or corruption,
caring for the solitary and needy.8
God’s concern to demonstrate to
Abraham that He exercised justice
fairly and equitably in the cases of
Sodom and Gomorrah, and Lot and
his family9 is an object lesson in the
way He acts in a just and righteous
way.

Whereas modern society tends to
exalt justice as a public good and all
too often deprecates righteousness as
a purely personal matter, in God’s
holy character the two are perfectly
united and balanced with all His
other divine attributes. I am the
Lord, exercising lovingkindness,
judgment, and righteousness in the
earth. For in these I delight.10 So
while human attitudes to what is
right may diverge from God’s
unchanging standards and
humanity’s urgent cries for justice
seem increasingly to go unanswered
in this world, those who delight in
the Lord have a sure and firm
foundation upon which to base their
own standards and understanding of
God’s character.

A passion for
righteousness, justice and
mercy
Lady justice’s blindfold and her set
of scales emphasize impartiality and
the careful weighing of evidence as
key factors in administering human
justice. These are indeed high and
worthy principles that should
underlie all our judicial systems;
God is clear about His hatred of
injustice and judicial oppression,
corruption and bias – for the
judgment is God’s.11 Hate evil, love
good; establish justice in the gate,
He states through the prophet Amos
at a particularly dire time in Israel’s
history. Let justice run down like
water, and righteousness like a
mighty stream.12 While good human
jurisprudence emphasizes judges
conducting themselves objectively
and dispassionately, God reveals
Himself quite otherwise. He is
absolutely passionate about
righteousness, justice and equity13

because these qualities are central to
His own holy nature. The psalms
portray God as a just judge who is
angry with the wicked every day. Sin
personally affronts Him and He
manifests a deeply-felt indignation
about injustice.14

Furthermore, God needs no probing
of the evidence to get at the truth, for
all things are naked and open to the
eyes of Him to whom we must give
account.15 Sobering words indeed, as
everyone is weighed in the scales of
God’s judgement and the verdict is
clear – there is none righteous, no
not one … all have sinned and fall
short of the glory of God.16 How can
God come to this conclusion – that,
despite our best endeavours, the
scales of divine justice are so
weighted against us? The apostle
Paul in the first three chapters of the
letter to the Romans elaborates on

Justice

Justice and righteousness
David Viles, Hayes, England
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the answer to this vital question. We
frail humans prefer to deal in relative
terms, measuring our worth and
achievements against others. But in
the light of God’s righteous character
and absolute holiness everyone falls
short of His standards which, like
His character, are absolute.  He
Himself is the ultimate standard of
what is right, and in Him there is no
unrighteousness.5

Against this dark background comes
the blinding light of the Gospel – in
it the righteousness of God is
revealed.17 Romans 3 verses 21 to 26
transport us to a dramatic courtroom
scene where the only lawgiver and
judge1 reveals His righteousness in a
cosmic act of both judgment and
salvation. The God who is passionate
about justice is also plenteous in
mercy and grace – the LORD will
wait, that He may be gracious to you
… that He may have mercy on you.
For the Lord is a God of justice.18

So without in any way
compromising His righteousness – in
fact, to demonstrate it – God poured
out the full measure of His righteous
anger on His beloved Son. Justice
was fully satisfied, and through that
sacrifice God’s grace and mercy as
the Justifier of repentant sinners was
revealed in all its majesty – justified
freely by the grace of a just God and
made righteous in His Son.19

The sword of justice
Lady justice’s sword represents
punishment; this is an important
aspect too of God’s revelation of
Himself as the righteous judge. In

most modern systems of justice, the
principle of punishment or
retribution has become tempered
with more liberal concepts of reform
or rehabilitation of the guilty party.
This was not so in ancient times. The
Roman Emperor Justinian (482-565)
said: “Justice is the constant and
perpetual wish to give everyone his
due.” If this were even partially true
of a Roman Emperor’s concept of
justice, it is completely true in
relation to God’s attitude towards
sinners. For those who wilfully reject
Him there is nothing to look forward
to other than God’s retribution – the
day of wrath and revelation of the
righteous judgment of God.20  The
basis upon which judgment will be
dispensed is to give everyone his or
her due – the Son of Man will come
in the glory of His Father…and…He
will reward each according to his
works.21 This is a terrible prospect
given God’s verdict that all have
sinned, and should energize our
efforts to proclaim the forbearing
love of God to a sinful world.

We may prefer to think of God as a
God of love which He certainly is, so
how can we square this with His
judgment of sinners as something
which is good and righteous?22 The
fact is that the Bible has a great deal
to say about judgment and
punishment. The Lord Jesus,
ordained by God to be Judge of the
living and the dead,23 spoke
frequently about present and future
judgment during His earthly ministry
because it is such an important
aspect of God’s revealed character.

Could any reasonable person really
believe that the great criminals of
history – the Stalins or the Pol Pots –
will escape accountability to God for
their crimes? But God, as we have
seen, is holy and righteous and His
wrath must therefore be revealed
against all ungodliness and
unrighteousness of men24 without
exception. A God who made no
distinction between right and wrong
would not be righteous by His own
definition, and failure to judge the
world would indicate moral
indifference. God cannot be other
than true to His own revealed
character. Abraham long ago asked
shall not the Judge of all the earth
do right?25 God demonstrated to him
then that He would not act unjustly
by destroying the righteous along
with the wicked. History is moving
inexorably towards the day when
that question will be authoritatively
answered on a global scale, leaving
no grounds for appeal.

For He is coming, for He is
coming to judge the earth.
He shall judge the world with
righteousness,
And the peoples with His truth.26

References: (1) Jas. 4:12 RV  (2) e.g.
Ps. 36:6; Is. 5:16  (3) Magna Carta
1215, clause 40  (4a) Ps. 89:14
(4b) Deut. 32:4  (5) e.g. Ps. 92:15
(6) Neh. 9:7-8  (7) Ps. 145:17
(8) Deut. 10:17-19  (9) Gen. 18:16-
33; 19:15-29  (10) Jer. 9:24
(11) Deut. 1:17; see also Zech. 7:8-
10; Lev. 19:35  (12) Amos 5:15, 24
(13) See Ps. 11:4-7; Is. 61:8; Heb.
1:9  (14) Ps. 7:11; 82:1-4  (15) Heb.
4:13  (16) Rom. 3:10, 23  (17) Rom.
1:17  (18) Is. 30:18  (19) 2 Cor. 5:21
(20) Rom. 2:5  (21) Mat. 16:27
(22) Addressing the Athenians, Paul
spoke of the day when God will
judge the world in righteousness by
the Man whom He has ordained
(Acts 17: 31)  (23) Acts 10:42
(24) Rom. 1:18  (25) Gen. 18:25
(26) Ps. 96:13

All quotations from NKJV unless
stated otherwise
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One heart-stirring eternal purpose of God is to make
us like His Son1 so bringing into existence a family
relationship2 in which the Lord Jesus is pre-eminent.
That object, which will be fully realized when the
Lord Jesus comes back for us,3 has an application
now: making that relationship evident,4 thus bringing
God delight in our ‘Christ-likeness’.5

It’s surely a vital goal of each day.6 John writes,
continue in him, so that when he appears we may be
confident and unashamed before him at his coming.7
John was present on that eventful final evening
before Calvary, when the Lord used that precious
time to draw attention to the need of disciples to
keep closely connected to Him.
Now, repeating the word he uses in John 15 (about
branches ‘remaining’ in the vine), John surely wants us
to consider that night’s teaching as he writes again of
continuing, or staying, in a given relationship.8

His inspiration is to give us a well-founded confidence so
that we will not feel we have let the Lord down when we
meet Him, having shown faithfulness in carrying out
another of God’s purposes in our salvation – fruit-
bearing.9

A tourist visited a famous villa in a beauty spot of the
Italian Alps, with its exquisite gardens of many rare,
beautiful specimens. While conversing with the head
gardener, the tourist learned he had held that post for 25
years, though the owner of the estate had only visited
four times in that period, the most recent of which was
ten years previously. No instructions were ever
forthcoming; no check-ups took place. The gardener was
left to his own devices. The tourist remarked, “You keep
the garden in such a wonderful condition. It’s as if you
were expecting the owner tomorrow.” “Today, sir.
Today,” the gardener replied.

This anecdote covers not only that avoidance of feeling
shame, but also Paul’s focus on the character of our lives
as we anticipate the return of our Lord: For the grace of
God … teaches us … to live self-controlled, upright and
godly lives in this present age, while we wait for the
blessed hope – the glorious appearing of our great God
and Saviour, Jesus Christ.10

An increasing understanding of the grace of God in our
lives will be a catalyst for the proper ordering of them. A
continuous, thoughtful, thankful grasp of what God’s
grace accomplishes will contribute significantly to the
manner in which we respond to that grace.11 The impact?

Lives that are self-controlled (moderate as to opinion,
‘enabling the believer to be conformed to the mind of
Christ’12), upright (righteous NASB), and godly (‘…
characterised by a Godward attitude, does that which is
well-pleasing to Him’12).

Paul adds that the Lord Jesus gave himself for us … to
purify for himself a people that are his very own.13  This
is the character of the people together, though each
person has that well-known continuing struggle with sin
during this life. This spoils our personal relationship with
Him. John follows up on his practical advice about
restoring that relationship14 by adding a further incentive.
He writes about how we will be like the Lord Jesus when
we meet Him; a perfect prospect in more than one way.
John’s motivation for us is that everyone who has this
hope in him purifies himself, just as he is pure.15   Here is
an example of the grace of God to us when we compare
our way of purification with the Sinai Covenant
sacrifices. If there were any upside to that temporary
way, it may be that the very experience and cost would
have encouraged purity. In our own struggle with sin, we
need to focus on the incalculable cost to the Man of
Calvary, remaining aware of the grace given to us.16

This God-honouring transformation is desirable for each
believer,17 as we await our Lord’s return.

References: (1) Rom. 8:29 (2) Heb. 2:11 (3) 1 John 3:2
(4) Eph. 3:10 (5) 2 Cor. 2:15  (6) 1 Cor. 11:1  (7) 1 John
2:28  (8) Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance  (9) John
15:16  (10) Titus 2:11-13 (11) such as in Rom. 5:17
(12) Vine’s Expository Dictionary of New Testament
Words (13) Titus 2:14  (14) 1 John 1:9  (15) 1 John 3:3
(16) Heb. 12:14-15a (17) 2 Cor. 3:18

Bible quotations from NIV 1984

Preparing for the Lord’s return

Transformation
Tony Jones, Aberkenfig, Wales
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Paul’s travel companions

Mark: the overcomer
Philip Allen, Cardiff, Wales

Mark’s name first appears in the Bible when Peter
escapes from prison and goes to the house of Mark’s
mother, Mary. Here, Mark is referred to as John Mark.1
In the first century, John was the most common Hebrew
name and Mark the most common Roman name. It
wasn’t unusual for someone to go by both a Hebrew and
Roman name, as we see with Saul, also called Paul.2

Traditionally, John Mark is considered to be the author of
the Gospel of Mark. It seems likely that the meeting with
Peter at his mother’s house was the start of a relationship
between them that led to Mark’s conversion3 and which
would eventually lead him to record Peter’s account of
Jesus’ life and ministry.

The next time we hear of Mark in the Bible is as a
travelling companion of Paul and Barnabas on their first
missionary journey,4 which had started at Antioch. It is
interesting to note that Mark was a cousin of Barnabas.5
Mark doesn’t seem to have had a major role in any of the
events on this missionary journey, but he is referred to as
their ‘helper’ or ‘assistant’.6

As their journey progressed, the missionary work appears
to have been going well with little opposition. By
contrast, when they reached Paphos in Cyprus, Sergius
Paulus, the proconsul, asked to see them and wanted to
hear the word of God.7 It was here that Mark would have
witnessed the first real challenge to the work. A sorcerer,
Bar-Jesus, did all he could to prevent Sergius Paulus
from hearing the word and Mark would have witnessed
Paul dealing with him severely by declaring that he
would be blind for a season.8 Maybe this experience
strengthened Mark’s faith, or it may have had the
opposite effect and made him afraid.

In due course, Paul and Barnabas left Cyprus and reached
Perga in Pamphylia, an ancient city in modern-day
Turkey. At this point John Mark leaves them and returns
to Jerusalem.9

His departure seems to have been a sudden event and the
Bible doesn’t record his reasons for doing so.
Commentators have put forward various possibilities to
explain his leaving which include, among others, that he
became ill, he was homesick, he was afraid of the
physical dangers associated with the onward journey, or
that he took offence at Paul’s rising prominence9 at the
expense of his cousin Barnabas. It is not certain if any of
these reasons are correct and while there must remain
some speculation as to the actual reason for his leaving, a
plausible suggestion is that he was overcome by sudden
fear,10 triggered perhaps by the events he had witnessed
at Paphos.

We may suspect the hand of the Adversary behind such
an attack of fear11 as well as then exploiting Mark’s
conduct to create a division between Paul and Barnabas,
who had been advocating Mark’s inclusion in their
second missionary journey. As a result of this
disagreement, Barnabas took Mark and went to Cyprus,
while Paul returned to Asia Minor with Silas.12

Including John Mark was a problem for Paul because of
Mark’s previous conduct. However, Barnabas
encouraged Mark and gave him a second chance. God
would overrule for good, however, and the friction
between Paul and Barnabas, as well as that between Paul
and Mark, did not last.

In God’s good time, Mark and Paul were reconciled13

and Paul referred to him as one of his fellow-labourers,
and also as being profitable to him for the ministry.14

Despite his initial failings (which may be inferred) and
with the support of Barnabas, God used Mark mightily.
In addition to writing his Gospel, according to tradition
he might well have been the first person to bring
Christianity to Africa, at Alexandria.15

The Lord Jesus prayed, “Holy Father, keep through your
name those whom You have given Me, that they may be
one, as We are.”16 That prayer was fulfilled in Paul and
Mark. For Jesus’ sake, may we, too, seek its fulfilment
amongst our fellow Christians today.
References: (1) Acts 12:12  (2) Acts 13:9  (3) 1 Pet. 5:13 ‘my
son Mark’  (4) Acts 12:25  (5) Col. 4:10, though the word can
also mean ‘near relative’  (6) Acts 13:5  (7) Acts 13:7  (8) Acts
13:11 (9) Acts 13:13, as compared with the order of names in
e.g. 13:2 (10) Prov. 3:25  (11) 2 Cor. 2:11  (12) Acts 15:36-41
(13) Phile. 24  (14) 2 Tim. 4:11  (15) In Church History,
Eusebius records: “And they say that this Mark was the first
that was sent to Egypt, and that he proclaimed the Gospel
which he had written …”.  (16) John 17:11, NKJV
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It seems that God the Father and God the Son are
frequently in the forefront in our Bible with regards to
their work. God the Holy Spirit is perhaps not so
obviously in view. Yet right from the beginning of
creation, He was there,1 and at the beginning of Jesus’
ministry as well.2 There’s no surprise in that because He
is a full member of the Trinity.

Scriptures testify that He is omnipresent,3 omniscient,4
and omnipotent.5 But what exactly is His work? Peter,
John, Paul and, most of all, Jesus, have a lot to say about
Him. But this article focuses on what we can learn about
the Holy Spirit from Paul’s inspired writings.

Baptized in the Spirit
We live in a world full of discrimination. It seems as
though some people regard themselves as sitting in ‘first
class’; while they view everyone else in ‘economy’. The
Church of God in Corinth in part seems to have behaved
like that. In 1 Corinthians 1:12 (NKJV), it’s recorded that
some said, “I am of Paul,” who bore witness before
kings. Others said, “I am of Apollos,” as of someone
mighty in the Scriptures. Some others said, “I am of
Cephas,” the one to whom were given the keys of the
kingdom of heaven; while still others said, “I am of
Christ,” the greatest of all.

Something not altogether dissimilar exists in different
Christian denominations today. Some appear to claim
they are above others, by claiming they are the only ones
who can get to heaven. But God used Paul to teach us
that we are all equal ‘in Christ’. Only the Lord Jesus is
above us all.

This became a reality when He baptized us in the Spirit.6
Paul says, For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one
body – Jews or Greeks, slaves or free – and all were
made to drink of one Spirit.7 This precious truth was
unknown to all generations before this. Previously,
Jewish people discriminated against Gentiles, but Paul
says, it has now been revealed … that the Gentiles are
fellow heirs and fellow members of the body, and fellow
partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through the
gospel.8  And so, There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is
neither slave nor free, there is neither male nor female;
for you are all one in Christ Jesus.9 So, all Christian
believers are baptized at conversion by Christ in the
Spirit into the church, known biblically as His Body.10

Sealed with the Spirit
Sadly, some people in The Philippines refused Covid
vaccines for what they considered to be a religious

reason. They were influenced by misinformation coming
from social media that claimed the vaccines contained
material that would be used to eventually form ‘the mark
of the beast’ or ‘666’. Unfortunately, some professing
Christians are caught up in this. But the Bible gives the
true information that the ‘666’ era belongs to a time after
the Lord has taken all true believers to be with Himself.11

It will never affect any true Christian. One way to be
assured of that is to realize that we are already marked
eternally in a way that signifies we belong to Christ. And
by this we refer to the fact that each Christian believer is
sealed with the Holy Spirit.

At the time of conversion, God sealed us with the Holy
Spirit as His mark of ownership that we belong to God.
…when you believed in Christ, he identified you as his
own by giving you the Holy Spirit….12 This happened
when we believed and – as we’ve seen – the Spirit united
us in Christ’s body, His church. More fully, we read:

In Him, you also, after listening to the message of
truth, the gospel of your salvation – having also
believed, you were sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit
of promise…And He put all things in subjection
under His feet and gave Him head over all things to
the church, which is His body, the fullness of Him
who fills all in all.13

The Spirit also acts as a pledge (or ‘earnest’) of our
inheritance.14 Covid-19 vaccines, although they give us
protection, give no assurance that we can no longer get
the virus. Nothing can change the fact that our bodies are

The Holy Spirit

Learning from Paul
Geralde Mag-usara, Uraya (Davao), Philippines
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also ‘groaning’ and so vulnerable. But when Paul speaks
about the Holy Spirit being the earnest of our
inheritance, he is emphasising the future transformation
of our mortal bodies into glorious bodies like that of our
risen Lord. Paul said,

For indeed, we who are in this tent groan, being
burdened, because we do not want to be unclothed
but to be clothed, so that what is mortal will be
swallowed up by life. Now He who prepared us for
this very purpose is God, who gave us the Spirit as a
pledge.16

The ‘earnest’ (Gk. arrabon) of the Holy Spirit serves as a
down payment (deposit) or is like an engagement ring17

to give us assurance.18

The habitation of God in His Spirit
The baptism and sealing of the Spirit are both linked to
our eternal salvation. No individual believer is
discriminated against in any way, and every single
believer is protected and secure. But the ‘habitation of
God in His Spirit’19 is linked to our service in God’s
house.

Praise God, it is possible to plant churches of God
anywhere today! In Old Testament times, God chose a
unique, physical place and His people could only
worship there. They were forbidden to build an altar
elsewhere.20 But when Jesus introduced the true way of
worship, in spirit and truth,21 it implied worship is no
longer associated with one physical place on earth, but
God’s people now worship Him spiritually in heaven
itself by faith. We can plant churches of God in any place
where He leads. And His Spirit unites all these churches
of God in every place into one spiritual house of God in
which He dwells.22

Let’s clarify that being God’s habitation in the Spirit is
distinct from believers being individually indwelt by the
Spirit. That’s also true, but it refers to our own bodies.23

That’s not what’s meant at the end of Ephesians chapter
two where we read of becoming the dwelling of God in
His Spirit.

The unity, filling and gifting of the Spirit
As this habitation of God in His Spirit, we need to be
diligent to preserve the unity of the Spirit.24 That begins
with us being collectively founded upon the Apostles’
teaching which came originally from the Lord.25

In God’s habitation, there are God’s own guidelines for
the saints … including the overseers and deacons26 as
they engage with church activities. Each individual
should be filled with the Spirit by way of submitting to
one another.27

In Romans 12 and Ephesians 4, we see God the Father
and God the Son giving certain gifts to individual
believers. God the Holy Spirit is seen to do this as well.28

Gifts such as working miracles, different kinds of
tongues, interpretation of tongues, and gifts of healing
are no longer expected to be seen today. They served

their purpose as the foundation was laid, while the
apostles were then still active.29 But the remainder of the
gifts continue for our common good,30 and we ought to
use them in our service within His habitation.31

Walking by (while born of) the Spirit
We want to keep our homes tidy, don’t we? Even more
so in God’s house surely, where He dwells in His Spirit.
Each disciple should walk according to the Spirit. The
world we live in is fascinated with material things.
Unregenerate persons are consumed by this. But we,
being born of the Spirit,32ought to walk according to the
Spirit.33 Our appetite must be on the things of God and
not on the things of the flesh.34 Our habit should be to
desire and know the mind of Christ.

We are born to be naturally ‘curious’ about the things
around us. Having now received the Spirit of God, our
curiosity should be directed to ‘knowing the mind of
Christ’.35 This would help us stay away from having our
minds fixed on worldly trends. Let’s not be intimidated
by what the world may say against us, especially not
listening to those for whom believing God is foolishness.
They do not have the Spirit of God and simply cannot
understand the things of the Spirit.36 But through His
Spirit, we have the mind of Christ.37

What a marvellous work God has done for us through
His Spirit! Thank you, Paul, for sharing so much.

References: (1) Gen. 1:2  (2) Mat. 3:16  (3) Ps. 139:7
(4) 1 Cor. 2:10-11  (5) Zech. 4:6; Luke 1:35  (6) Mat. 3:11
(7) 1 Cor. 12:13 ESV  (8) Eph. 3:5-6  (9) Gal. 3:28
(10) Eph. 1:22-23  (11) 1 Thes. 4:13-18; see also Rev. 13
(12) Eph. 1:13 NLT  (13) Eph. 1:13, 22-23 ESV  (14) Eph.
1:14 NASB95  (15) Rom. 8:23  (16) 2 Cor. 5:4-5
(17) George Prasher, The Holy Spirit and the Believer, p.8,
Hayes Press  (18) 2 Cor. 1:23  (19) Eph. 2:22 RV  (20)
Deut. 12:5,12-14  (21) John 4:24  (22) Eph. 2:19-22  (23) 1
Cor. 6:19  (24) Eph. 4:3  (25) Act 2:42, sometimes known
as ‘the faith’, Jude 3  (26) Phil. 1:1  (27) Eph. 5:18,21
(28) see 1 Cor. 12:8-10  (29) Heb. 2:3-4  (30) 1 Cor. 12:7
(31) 1 Pet. 4:10  (32) John 3:5  (33) Rom. 8:4  (34) Rom.
8:3; 1 John 2:16  (35) 1 Cor. 2:9-16  (36) 1 Cor. 2:14
(37) 1 Cor. 2:16

Bible quotations from NASB20 unless stated otherwise
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It’s increasingly unmistakable that
we live in a world that places a high
value and priority on ‘self’.
Bookstore shelves creak under the
weight of the sheer number of ‘self-
help’ volumes written to supposedly
empower people to take control of
various aspects of their own lives in
order to fulfil their desires, their
pleasures, their ambitions and
thereby realize their full potential for
this life. Some of it comes across as
explicitly self-centred, focused on
how to get the best out of life for
yourself, even at the expense of
others. Some of it perhaps seems
more innocuous and it may be
difficult to see how the attitudes
being promoted could disadvantage
someone else. Some of it is even
presented with a veneer of apparent
‘Christian’ virtue. However, a
thoughtful reflection on what
undergirds all this quickly reveals
that the ‘self’ has become so
ubiquitous that we hardly even
notice that so much of what is
written under the guise of even well-
meaning advice and encouragement
is fundamentally, and by definition,
‘selfish’.

‘Selfishness’ is the antithesis of the
kind of character and behaviour that
the Bible time and again exhorts
disciples of the Lord Jesus to
exemplify in their lives. We read, for
example, in Romans 15:2 the clear
and simple statement: Each of us is
to please his neighbour for his good,
to his edification. James, in his letter,

expresses it in his own typically
forthright way: For where jealousy
and selfish ambition exist, there is
disorder and every evil thing.1  The
apostle Paul again expressed this all-
important virtue of unselfishly
seeking to please others in this way:

Do nothing from selfishness or
empty conceit, but with humility
of mind regard one another as
more important than yourselves;
do not merely look out for your
own personal interests, but also
for the interests of others.2

He then went on to describe the
underlying reason why this attitude
of unselfish care and concern for
others is such a necessary
characteristic of the believer:

Have this attitude in yourselves
which was also in Christ Jesus,
who, although He existed in the
form of God, … emptied Himself,
taking the form of a bond-
servant, and being made in the
likeness of men. Being found in
appearance as a man, He
humbled Himself by becoming
obedient to the point of death,
even death on a cross.3

The Lord Jesus Christ is the supreme
example of this beautiful and
divinely inspired quality of unselfish
humility that brings about absolute
good to those who are on the
receiving end. Such selflessness also
demonstrates a heart that is willing
to accept us all just as we are, with
our differences in maturity levels,
cultural backgrounds and even
annoying tendencies, because it was
while we were yet sinners, Christ
died for us.4 Though we are the
people who have cause to be
profoundly pleased and delighted at
what Christ has done, first and
foremost it was for the pleasure and
delight of His Father in heaven, as

He declared: “…for I always do the
things that are pleasing to Him.”5

With such an example, then, as
followers of Christ – and recipients
of His mercy – together we are to
emulate Him, accepting one another
with all our varied characteristics
and weaknesses, so that we will be
able to unitedly bring praise and
glory to God.6 As Paul wrote his
letter to the Romans, he expressed
the desire that, with one accord [we]
may with one voice glorify the God
and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ.7 He didn’t suggest that it
would be easy; rather, that it would
only come through God-given
endurance, encouragement and a
spirit of unity through following
Christ. As we strive to exemplify
Christ-like humility and
unselfishness in our acceptance and
preferment of others, we will find
ourselves indeed being ‘people-
pleasers’ – in all the best and most
wholesome aspects of that
expression. More importantly still,
we will also find ourselves being
those who are well-pleasing to the
Lord.8

References: (1) Jas. 3:16  (2) Phil.
2:3-4  (3) Phil. 2:5-8  (4) Rom. 5:8
(5) John 8:29  (6) Rom. 15:7
(7) Rom. 15:6  (8) Heb. 13:20-21

Bible quotations from NASB95

Jesus Christ

A model for acceptance
Craig Jones, Toronto, Canada

… accept one
another, just as
Christ also accepted
us to the glory of
God.
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‘Mega’ churches, where rock star lookalike preachers
deliver their optimistic messages, punctuated by a
soundtrack of loud live music, to large congregations of
mainly young people gathered together in an atmosphere
which resembles a festival or rave far more than it does a
conventional church service, are undeniably popular
among their target audience. TV and internet broaden the
size of that audience, so that even those who practise
more modest forms of worship might look at them with
admiration and wonder why their own church can’t be
more like that.

At a point in history where church attendance in the
Western world continues to fall, it is tempting to look at
this phenomenon with more than a little envy, which of
course would be a very unchristian thing to do! But a
closer examination is in order, since there are facts that
need to be learned which shine a different light. Far from
adopting the tactics of the atheist trolls who would pour
their venom on any church activity, this will be done the
only way it should be done: from a Christian and Biblical
standpoint.

The recent alliance of the Australian Hillsong movement
and the US-based Bethel Church created a powerful
united front that seems to have earned itself a free pass
into a sizeable swathe of Christian media. Indeed, on that
very front Trinity Broadcast Network (TBN) and United
Christian Broadcasters (UCB) are now plugging each
other’s efforts with all the enthusiasm of a mutual
admiration society.

So what, you might well ask? Aren’t amalgamations and
quid pro quo deals an established part of business
practice? (Indeed they are, although that raises the
question of which direction influence should travel
between the business and Christian worlds). More to the
point, turn on TBN these days, as many have done during
pandemic lockdowns in search of a message of hope, and
you will see – guess what? – an outside broadcast from a
megachurch in action or a 30 minute monologue or
interview with one of their representatives.

Messages of “unconditional love and unending hope” –
terms used by the UK’s Freeview guide as a one-line
summary of Joel Osteen’s regular TBN broadcast – are
very persuasive, and whether the preacher appears suited
and booted à la Osteen or with the T-shirted, tattoos-on-
parade, just-been-to-the-gym look of the Hillsong UK
speaker an hour or so later, it all looks very telegenic.
But is it very biblical?

Well it certainly incorporates Bible readings, although
these are selective and made to fit the programme
makers’ stance, which is one of addressing an audience
of those considered to be fundamentally good people – as
opposed to the sinners redeemed at Calvary that we
should recognise ourselves as – whose prayers, whatever
they may be, will be answered, and any failure to achieve
the desired outcome is ascribed to individual weak faith
rather than the wrong motives addressed in James
chapters 1 or 4. Typically in the megachurch, there is
nothing wrong in praying for more money for oneself as
this keeps the church car park full of impressive vehicles,
but remain poor afterwards and you obviously weren’t
listening to the speaker closely enough last time, were
you?

Wealth orientation is a familiar theme in the world of the
megachurch. Other more serious allegations exist around
sexual abuse – which has stained the reputation of
longer-established churches as well, it should be added,
as Satan worms his way in – and even reports of attempts
to raise the dead long after life has been pronounced
extinct.

Those with long memories or an interest in history will
remember similar events surrounding televangelists of
the 1980s and 90s. That was seen at the time as an issue
confined largely to the United States, where the take-up
of the then-contemporary cable and satellite television
markets that housed their pulpits was much greater than
in the rest of the world. Nowadays, with the
communication system of the 2020s, we are all potential
prey to fraudsters and fake news messengers. We are
explicitly warned (by Jude, John, Peter and Paul, for
example) about false teaching.

Perhaps at the end of the day, we need to replace any
desire to be ‘mega’, wrapping the pseudoscience of the
life coach up in the hashtag of the week, with a prayer to
be more majorly humble, compassionate and biblical
truth-seeking.

Understanding the
megachurches
David Pattison, Leigh, England
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Ancient Near Eastern people believed that they lived in a
symbiotic relationship with their gods; mutually
dependent on each other. Humans, through rituals and
sacrifice, would provide for their gods’ needs whilst the
gods would return the favour and provide for humans. In
stark contrast, the God of the Bible does not depend on
anything or anyone for His existence or wellbeing.1 Paul
declares to the Athenians that God “…does not live in
temples made by man, nor is he served by human hands,
as though he needed anything.”2

It is staggering, then, that God has revealed a deep
longing, not just to be associated with humans from a
distance, but to dwell intimately with them, without
compromising His eternal glory and holiness. This
volitional desire of God’s is evident from the opening
pages of Genesis to the closing pages of Revelation. In
this series of articles, we take a journey through the
Scriptures to survey this desire of God’s, and the first
stage of our journey takes us from Eden to Bethel.

Eden
And the LORD God planted a garden in Eden, in the
east, and there he put the man whom he had formed.3

Men and women were created in God’s own image,4
unspoiled by sin and endowed with the capacity to enjoy
an intimate relationship with God. Soon after Adam’s
creation, we read of God planting a garden in a certain
place, and putting Adam in it, before being joined by Eve
as his helper.5 As a garden, this was a cultivated place of
God’s own planting, forming a beautiful backdrop to the
humans’ relationship with God and with each other. It
contrasted with the uncultivated outside place from
where Adam came – and to where he was returned after
the Fall.6

Even in Eden we can observe certain principles when
God dwells with humans.

A place of revelation

God made Himself known to humans and enabled them
to experience the awe and pleasure of His presence, as
evidenced by God’s walking in the garden in the cool of
the day.7 How sad, of course, that sin had already entered
by the time we read this, resulting in human shame and
separation.

A place of reverence

Dwelling in Eden came with conditions. God gave
directions to Adam that were to be obeyed out of a
reverent fear of God.8 The consequences of disobedience
included expulsion from the garden, so that it became
impossible for humans to return again on their own
initiative.9

A place of responsibility

As a cultivated place, God delegated stewardship of it to
the man, to work it and keep it,10 indicating that neglect
would result in its demise.

So, from as early as Eden, one could say that principles
of worship, fellowship, obedience and service are
connected to God’s dwelling with humans, and they
remain so today in God’s spiritual house.

Bethel
The first time we come across the term ‘house of God’ in
the Bible is in relation to Jacob when he was fleeing for
his life and travelling to his uncle Laban in Haran. We
pick up the narrative in Genesis chapter 28:

And he came to a certain place and stayed there
that night… And he dreamed, and behold, there
was a ladder set up on the earth, and the top of it
reached to heaven. And behold, the angels of God
were ascending and descending on it! And
behold, the LORD stood above it… Then Jacob
awoke from his sleep and said, “Surely the LORD
is in this place, and I did not know it.” And he
was afraid and said, “How awesome is this
place! This is none other than the house of God,
and this is the gate of heaven.”11

This unforgettable vision occurred at a very
forgettable place called Luz.12 We don’t read of
anything humanly impressive about this place; it
was simply somewhere Jacob lay down to rest, no

God’s desire

From Eden to Sinai
Andy Seddon, Swindon, England
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doubt haunted by his thoughts and fears.
However, after Jacob awoke from his vision he
was filled with awe and re-named the place
Bethel, meaning ‘house of God’ in Hebrew.

‘Jacob’s ladder’ has become a well-known
expression. In reality the term could mean a flight
of stairs which may have conjured up, in the mind
of the ancient reader, an image resembling the
stairs that would ascend the outside of a ziggurat
(a large tower-like structure with a temple or
shrine at the top). Some commentators think the
Tower of Babel may have been such a structure,
though that was a human initiative with vain and
rebellious motives. In contrast to Babel, Bethel
was of God’s initiative, and God Himself stood
above it,11 portraying His ultimate authority there.

It was here that God reaffirmed His covenant with
Jacob’s grandfather, Abraham. He declares to
Jacob: “The land on which you lie I will give to
you and to your offspring,”11 reflecting God’s purpose to
dwell among a collective people under His authority in
the years to come.

It is significant that the stairway was based on earth but
reached to heaven. The angels ascending and
descending11 were a graphic picture of service towards
God in heaven, carried out from earth. In Eden we had
the first glimpse of God coming down to a certain place
on earth to meet with humans; in Bethel we have the first
glimpse of a certain place where humans can envisage
approach to God in heaven itself. Jacob himself calls the
place, “the gate of heaven”.

As in Eden, we can see similar principles relating to
God’s dwelling place in Bethel.

A place of revelation

God reveals Himself to Jacob in a unique way at Bethel.
As Jacob himself admits, he would never have known
that God was there without the vision God brought about.
The reiteration of God’s covenant promises formed the
basis of Jacob’s relationship with God and his confidence
in the Lord’s faithfulness. To mark the place and the
memory, Jacob turns a stone from a pillow into a pillar,
as he anoints it with oil and calls it “God’s house”.13 A
single stone is hardly a house from a human perspective,
but here marks the beginning of something bigger to
come, especially as we discern the spiritual house of later
revelation.

Later, when Jacob was experiencing trouble with his
uncle Laban, God again reveals Himself, but this time as
the “God of Bethel”. So, for the first time, God’s identity
becomes associated with a place and not just with
individuals. Years later when Jacob returns to Bethel, he
further names it “El-bethel”,14 literally ‘the God of the
house of God’.

A place of reverence

Given his vision, it is no wonder Jacob cried out, “How
awesome is this place!” To everybody else Luz was as

ordinary as before (except it had a new stone pillar), but
not to Jacob. The realisation of God’s presence made all
the difference. Years later, after Jacob had acquired
wives and children, God commands him specifically to
return to Bethel to “dwell there”, and to “make an
altar”.15 In reverent response, Jacob has his household
dispose of the multiple gods and idols associated with the
polytheistic world in which they travelled.16 For Jacob
now there was one God, and a unique place for worship.

A place of responsibility

When God reiterates his covenant promises to Jacob at
Bethel, Jacob responds with a vow on his part: “The
LORD shall be my God, and this stone, which I have set
up for a pillar, shall be God’s house. And of all that you
give me I will give a full tenth to you.”17 Jacob’s vow
indicates commitment to one God, and his dedication to
give back to God out of what God has given to him.

So, God’s desire and design to dwell with humans is
glimpsed at the beginning of our Bibles, paving the way
for greater revelations to come, leading ultimately to the
incarnation of God Himself when the Word became flesh
and dwelt among us.18 Speaking to Nathanael of
millennial glory, Jesus says, “You will see heaven
opened, and the angels of God ascending and descending
on the Son of  Man”.19 Today it is through Christ, our
great high priest, that we collectively draw near to the
throne of grace. Christ also is faithful over God’s house
as a son. And we are his house, if indeed we hold fast our
confidence and our boasting in our hope.20

References: (1) See Rom. 11:34-36  (2) Acts 17:24-25
(3) Gen. 2:8  (4) Gen. 1:27  (5) Gen. 2:18  (6) Gen. 3:23
(7) Gen. 3:8  (8) Gen. 2:16-17  (9) Gen. 3:24  (10) Gen.
2:15  (11) Gen. 28:11-17  (12) Gen. 28:19  (13) Gen.
28:22  (14) Gen. 35:7  (15) Gen. 35:1  (16) Gen. 35:1-4
(17) Gen. 28:21-22  (18) John 1:14  (19) John 1:51
(20) Heb. 3:6
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I have always loved Philippians 2:7 in its description of
the humility of Christ, but more recently I’ve seen people
saying that it means the Son of God left His divinity
behind when He came to be a man. I’ve always been
taught that Jesus was fully man, but fully God at the
same time. Who is mistaken?

First, we should firmly state the truth that the Lord Jesus
Christ was fully God even while He was a man on earth.
That is so clearly stated in Colossians 2:8-9 we can do no
better than simply quote it here:

See to it that no one takes you captive by philosophy
and empty deceit, according to human tradition,
according to the elemental spirits of the world, and
not according to Christ. For in him the whole
fullness of deity dwells bodily, and you have been
filled in him, who is the head of all rule and
authority.

This statement follows on from chapter 1:15-20
concerning the Son’s deity and humanity, which
includes:

For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to
dwell, and through him to reconcile to himself all
things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace
by the blood of his cross.

So how then are we to properly understand Philippians
2:5-8, which says:

Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in
Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God,
did not count equality with God a thing to be
grasped, but emptied himself, by taking the form of a
servant, being born in the likeness of men. And being
found in human form, he humbled himself by
becoming obedient to the point of death, even death
on a cross.

When Paul wrote ‘emptied’, he used the Greek ekenosen,
the past tense of a verb meaning ‘to empty’ and kenosis
meaning ‘an emptying’ is the word used by theologians
to describe Christ’s emptying of Himself. Note, Paul
writes that the Son was already in the ‘form of God’; He
displayed that His essential substance was that of being
God, and this necessarily means He always is God.1
Because of that He always is entitled to receive the
service of all. That right to receive service stands in stark
contrast to the fact that, as a man, He displayed Himself
as a servant, whose obedience to God His Father was
tested to the uttermost when He died on a cross rather
than disobey.2 But this was not something that was

forced on Him: He humbled Himself; it was a voluntary
humility. When, in order to meet the needs of others, He
did not use the right to have everyone serve Him, that
was the result of His decision, His mind, and His love,3
not something that any external force could compel Him
to do. This specific emptying (kenosis) was only possible
because He is God; only He could deny Himself rights
that others simply do not have. The focus is on His divine
attitude, not on specifying what was given up (which
would be beyond our understanding4).

This clear scriptural teaching about the deity and
humanity of Christ was appreciated in the early New
Testament churches and has been repeated in various
creeds ever since. But, more recently, some have wrongly
taught that the kenosis involved the Son giving up His
essential divinity when He became a man. Perhaps they
have been led astray by noting that, as a man, Jesus chose
not to use all the power available to Himself as God. This
is clearly displayed in His response to the Tempter’s
challenges.5 It was also in evidence when He would not
call on angelic assistance to avoid the cross;6 He gave up
a right of deity without giving up deity.

In its context, Paul in Philippians 2 was appealing to
Christ’s example of humility as the model for Christian
behaviour. True humility is expressed when a lower
place is taken than that to which one is entitled. Our
responsibility is to count others as more significant than
ourselves, instead of clinging to our rights. And for
emphasis, in declaring Christ to be the highest possible
example in this humility, Paul says that Christ did not
count equality with God a thing to be grasped because
that equality is always His, making his humility all the
more amazing.

References: (1) Ps. 90:2; John 1:1-3  (2) Luke 22:42
(3)  Phil. 2:2  (4) Job 37:23  (5) Luke 4:1-13  (6) Mat.
26:53-54                               Bible quotations from ESV

Can you help me with this?

Emptied of  what?
Geoff Hydon, Mount Forest, Canada
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Looking back over my life, ‘grace’ is the word that best
describes it. The grace of God has been evidenced time
and again such that I hardly recognise the person I once
was. I grew up in a rented council house, the middle one
of three children, relatively poor, academically average.
My first real contact with the Christian faith came when I
was in the 6th form where one of my A-level Maths
teachers would sometimes answer questions put to him
about the Bible. Privately at home, I came to faith in
Christ. I asked God to put me in a church like my Maths
teacher’s. Unknown to me, the Lord was also working
with my sister (Ann Allport from the Church of God in
Towyn) who had been saved and one day asked me to
attend her baptism. At my sister’s baptism, I discovered
that she was joining the same church as my Maths
teacher, who was our chauffeur for the night, and after
the baptism I remember saying to myself, “That’s it! My
life will never be the same again.” I was right. I was
baptised three weeks later; my prayer of joining a church
like my Maths teacher’s was more than answered and,
apart from an initial period of hesitation, I have found
great joy in serving the Lord, firstly in the Church of God
in Rhyl (now Towyn), four years  in the Church of God
in Barry and, since 1987, in the Church of God in
Aberkenfig.

I went to work in retail management. This was the time
when I had joined the church I mentioned above, the
Church of God in Rhyl. I came to have doubts about my
job where I was selling goods that were not honouring to
the Lord. I then took my first holiday alone, which saw
me spending a week in Scotland, at the home of beloved
David and Margaret Gray. I’d never been completely
immersed in a Christian home before and the wonderful
experience that it proved to be, transformed me. I came
home knowing that all I wanted to do was serve the Lord,
and I had determined to give up my job; but I still had the
problem of what to do next. My Maths teacher, now my
Christian brother, suggested I should consider a teaching
career. That sounded like a crazy idea, because I’d failed
A-level Maths! I did have an interview in which I’m
convinced I gave the wrong answer to every question, but
I was accepted. In 1975, I began studying and discovered
that the Lord had opened my mind and the once
impossible Maths now seemed straightforward. I even
came top in some exams, something which had never
happened before. This was grace in action.

In 1979 I began teaching and in 1980 I married a
wonderful Welsh girl from the Rhondda Valley, called
Rose. By 1987, I was the Head of a Maths department
and in 1990 a Deputy Head. I happily stayed in that post
until January 2013, when I agreed to take on a

Headteacher role until I retired in August 2016. I’ve
always believed that the Lord took me into teaching to
develop skills and qualities I needed for service amongst
His people. I wasn’t capable before, but the Lord in His
grace has slowly taken me forward and fitted me for His
service. Those skills have enabled me to write blogs and
produce videos, all of which go out on our Church
Facebook site and YouTube channel.

I’ve discovered that it’s through the hard times that
God’s grace has most been in evidence in my life. I
began to experience signs of depression when I was 19,
but it was at the age of 21, during my second year in
college, that it hit me hard. For years, my wife was the
only one who knew and she has been a great support, but
it is the grace of God that has sustained me. Today I am
open about my depression, since mental illness should be
treated no differently to physical illness. It is not a lack of
faith; in fact, it probably takes more faith to live with
depression than without it. My family and friends have
been wonderful and I’m so glad that I can be open with
them. It’s been a while since I had a bout of depression
but we all know that it may return at any time and God’s
grace will enable and sustain me. He has never failed me.

Rose and I also suffered the loss of our first child,
Elizabeth: stillborn, suffering with anencephaly and no
hope of survival. Those who have lost a child at any age
will understand the pain, but we have always been
thankful to the Lord that we have never doubted His love
for us. We were privileged with a remarkable learning
experience as we submitted to God’s sovereign will and
learned that the Judge of all the earth always does right.1
We lost one child, but He has blessed us with two more,
and four wonderful grandchildren who bring great joy to
us.

Reference: (1) Gen. 18:25

Grace in action
An interview with Steve Peers, Aberkenfig, Wales
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Curses to blessings
Geralde Mag-usara, Uraya (Davao), Philippines

Life has been hard for many in this Covid-19
pandemic. The hardest thing was when our worship
as well as our witnessing became restricted. Although
we cannot control what is happening in our world,
God is in control.  When lockdown occurred, one
family in Davao moved to a mountain area outside of
Davao city to plant vegetables as a source of income.
When the harvest came, the price suddenly dropped
and transporting it to market would have been more
expensive than its profit. Instead of waiting for the
crop to decay, they decided to give it all away freely
to their hungry neighbours. One curious neighbour
was prompted to ask about their spiritual background.
And so they came to hear the Good News, including
about churches of God. We conducted Bible seminars
every evening, and soon fifteen persons received the
Saviour. These people were not deterred by the
muddy hillside path or the darkness or even the rain:
so eager were they to learn God’s Word. One of them
is a man who is illiterate. Every verse I gave during the
talks, he would ask his daughter to take note of, and
then to read it again later for him at home. Truly, you
could sense the Holy Spirit working.

But we also encountered opposition. One local pastor
spread a rumour among these people that we were
connected to the New People’s Army (a communist
group). As a result, we faced religious persecution. We
conducted a crusade in the next village. One hundred
families live there, including the relatives of the new
converts who had encouraged us to go there because of
there being no Christian denomination already there.
But the following day, their tribal chieftains banned us.
They worship spirits (‘Panubaran’) and hate
Christians. Added to these challenges, was the risk of
frequent fighting between rebels and government
soldiers. However, under God’s controlling hand, we
continued to press on. In fact, when once we scheduled
to baptize eight of them, we struggled for a week to
find water in the forest because of the fighting there.
So we travelled 40 km to Davao. They were
successfully baptized and numbered in the Church of
God at Uraya (Davao) in November 2020.

However, the following month, their tribal chieftains
forbade them to come to Davao City due to a Covid-19
surge there. But thanks to the resolution that was
circulated on behalf of the elders of Churches of God,
we were able to make a temporary Covid-19 company
in Malabog. The eight plus five saints who were
already established in Uraya (Davao) formed this

company. And this proved to be a blessing in disguise.
The Covid curse turned into a blessing for us, as in the
following months many were saved, baptized and
found their place in this temporary company.

This work that started in September 2020 kept getting
stronger. For seven months, these people had been
walking for 2-3 kilometres each Sunday to gather. At
that point, the group was composed of twelve families
(31 individuals). Initially, none of them were able to
handle ministering God’s Word but were dependent on
visiting brothers from Uraya. But for more than two
months, they underwent training on how to preach, and
now they can do this capably. Four men in particular
have shown themselves capable. They love their
Bibles, and study carefully. If they find difficult
verses, they consult first. Two of them are now
engaged in regular outreach work among their
relatives. The same four also show leadership
potential. Among the thirteen brothers, seven of them
are regularly participating in thanksgiving and prayers.
Two months ago, they moved their gathering to an
expanded mission hut that is both central and
accessible.

By God’s grace, they were recognised as the Church of
God in Malabog on September 12, 2021. Truly, God
works all things together for good.1 By His grace, these
former spirit-worshipers are now obeying the form of
doctrine that was delivered once for all2 – and passing
it on to their relatives in Alon, about 15 km from
Malabog.

References: (1) Rom. 8:28  (2) Rom. 6:17; Jude 3


