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From the Editors’ desk
One of the great assurances made by the Lord Jesus
Christ was that He had come to this earth so that we
may enjoy an abundant life.1 We might wonder what
such an abundance looks like. Surely it would meet
Peter’s inclusive term of ‘all things that pertain to life
and godliness.’2 Peter declared the key to such a life
was a perceptive awareness of Christ, and His
purposes.
So this magazine attempts in each quarterly issue to
help us in that pursuit, by presenting varied
challenges from the Bible for us to live up to. We
hope, as you read through the different topics covered
in this edition, that objective will be met. Of course,
reading by itself is insufficient and we also need a
sense of urgency as we try to put into practice what we
learn of God’s will for our lives.
Pursuing that tack, we may ask ourselves, how would
we live our lives differently today if we expected to die
tomorrow? Most of us may want this question to be
hypothetical, but for many people in the past twelve
months it has become a real concern; we have been
subjected to constant reminders that we are not
invincible. Sadly, the physical and mental weakness
as death approaches may rob us of any real ability to
make changes, so we must ensure we don’t
procrastinate. Paul settled the question well, saying
that: ‘now as always Christ will be honored in my
body, whether by life or by death.’3 The context of
Paul’s remarks in Philippians 1 is laden with a sense
of resolve to go on doing what God had prepared for
him to do.
And in this issue of NT we remind ourselves that, with
one eye on eternity, we must see ourselves now as not
just saved from sin’s penalty, but saved to serve. Into
such service the Lord can bring an abundance of
opportunity and blessing.
Read on, and choose well!

(1) John 10:10  (2) 2 Pet. 1:3  (3) Phil. 1:20 ESV
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The writing of this article was prompted by a walk
through the old orchard next to our house in Northern
Ireland one cold wintry morning early in January. The
farmhouse we live in has two fires on which we burn
sticks, logs and coal, and occasionally turf that has been
dug from the bogs of this land. Over the years, most of
the sticks for lighting the fires have come from the old
orchard and the nearby trees.

It was some weeks since I had last taken a walk to gather
firewood, and on this particular day, after some high
winds, I was able to collect quite a pile of dead branches
that had been dislodged by the wind and fallen to the
ground. All I needed to do was gather them! “Yet again,
God’s provision,” I thought to myself.

I was reminded of the manna which we read about in
Exodus 16 that God provided on a daily basis to meet the
needs of the Israelites on their wilderness wanderings for
forty years. There it was, faithfully provided morning by
morning (with a double portion on the sixth day
so the people could rest on the seventh day, the
Sabbath).

But it had to be gathered! Families, perhaps
working together, had to go out from the camp,
stoop to pick it up, fill baskets and carry them
back to their tents for it to be prepared for meals –
just like my sticks needed to be gathered and
carried and chopped made ready for use lighting
fires.

The work of the Lord involves just that, doesn’t
it? Work!

God has given us so much and entrusted us with
so much to do. But we then have to work to make
it useful in our own lives through diligent study
and application; and then work to make it
available to others, fellow believers or to those
who are still outside of Christ, still in the
‘darkness’ of sin and unbelief.

Time and effort are required in any church – in
prayer, planning programmes, preparing messages
for young and old, distributing God’s word
around homes, in hospitals, waiting rooms, on the
bus, in the market place, sharing the gospel
wherever people are to be found.

Individuals spend time writing letters, sending
cards, emails, texts, communicating gospel truth
via the wise use of social media, visiting sick
neighbours and ring-fencing time each day to
bring needy folks before the Lord. These are not

easy tasks; it takes work. God’s church register doesn’t
recognize the word ‘unemployed’!

In one of the parables that the Lord told (in Luke chapter
19:11-27) a nobleman, who was going away to a far
country, gave quite a sum of money to ten of his
servants, with instructions to engage in business and
make a profit until he should return. The older versions
of the Bible say in verse 13, Occupy till I come – wise
words that we could take to heart in our own day! There
came a day when their lord returned and servants were
called to give an account of their use of the money given
them. Two had made a profit and were commended; one
had hidden it and had not made wise use of it. He was
severely reprimanded and suffered loss.

We, too, have been given something that we should not
hide! We have the light of the gospel that people in
darkness need, and time that we can redeem and use
beneficially.

He gives, we gather
Gilbert Grierson, Armagh, N.Ireland
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Resolute in the knowledge of  God
...the people who know their God shall
stand firm.    Dan. 11:32

A nation’s freedom
The land that God gave to His Old Testament people is
one of vital geographic importance. The safest roads
connecting Africa or Arabia with Turkey (therefore
Europe) or Syria (therefore Asia) all pass through the
lands God gave to the twelve tribes. This meant that all
traders, travellers and troops passing between these
places had to go through Israel. This was a blessing when
in the hands of kings like David and Solomon who
leveraged these trade routes carrying all the finest goods
to purchase similar goods to furnish the house of God.
But it gave ample room for error also: the otherwise
commendable king Josiah saw opportunity for himself
when Pharaoh Neco of Egypt asked for safe passage to
attack an enemy to the north. Josiah tried to secretly add
his troops to the forces of Neco’s enemy, presumably to
turn the tide of the battle and weaken the neighbouring
power of Egypt, but instead he was killed in the battle
himself.1 Not seen during the time of David, political
games like Josiah’s became more alluring to the kings of
Israel and Judah as their kingdoms became weaker.

During the Cold War, the US and the USSR never fought
against each other with armies, but instead fought for the
allegiance of other countries that might change their
patron power. Often those 20th Century political games
spilled over into violent regime change (as in Cuba), and
sometimes also into long wars, including the extant

Korean war. The leaders of countries in that day thought
that the benefits of Soviet or American backing were
worth the risks, and similar opportunism lived in the days
of the Old Testament. The seeds were there early: Asa,
king of Judah, bought the allegiance of the king of Syria
against the king of Israel in a war between the two.2 He
took treasures out of God’s house in order to make
payment for this alliance – a short benefit at the cost of
the honour of the God who would ever defend Jerusalem.
Similar deals with foreign powers were repeated in the
later reigns of Ahaz and Hezekiah,3 and the northern
kingdom made alliances of its own, though they would
not have been paying out of the temple treasury.

Those commended in Daniel’s prophecy are those who
would stand firm in their faith in God to be their
deliverer, in contrast to those who instead put their faith
in earthly powers. Although Hezekiah lived before
Daniel, his change in attitude illustrates this mindset
well, as he came to know that God alone was to be the
source of the security of the people – and God vindicated
that faith.4 Those who put their faith in men, rather than
God, for the national security of the kingdom were
referred to in Daniel as those who forsake the holy
covenant.5 Standing firm was a commendation given to
those who wouldn’t succumb to the pragmatic political
game for the defence of Israel, but instead would know
that the LORD is a refuge to his people, a stronghold to
the people of Israel.6

Preserving another freedom
When Paul wrote to the Galatians, he evoked a similar
language to Daniel’s when he spoke of his own

resoluteness: to them we did not yield in
submission even for a moment, so that the truth
of the gospel might be preserved for you.7 He was
utterly convinced of the truth of the new holy
covenant, as it had been revealed to him from
Jesus Christ Himself,8 and so he remained
resolute in holding fast to the truth of it.

The forces arrayed against the New Testament
people of God were not the armies of foreign
kings, but the insidious teaching of those who
sought to break the testimony of the churches by
bringing them into ‘slavery’ – forcing additional
traditions onto the people of God so that they
might fail in keeping to the commandments that
they had been given. That slavery was akin to the
state of slavery to sin that they had known before
their salvation: Formerly, when you did not know

Knowing God

Stand like the brave!
Michael Johnston, Kirkintilloch, Scotland
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God, you were enslaved to those that by nature are not
gods. But now that you have come to know God, or
rather to be known by God, how can you turn back again
to the weak and worthless elementary principles of the
world, whose slaves you want to be once more? … For
freedom Christ has set us free; stand firm therefore, and
do not submit again to a yoke of slavery.9

Paul passes on here the charge to ‘stand firm’ in their
knowledge of Christ, even as he had not yielded to these
false teachings. This instruction requires our active
attention: it’s the language of the battle line. Many films
have a depiction of warfare that is more about style than
accurate representation, and so battle sequences
frequently involve people fighting in a chaotic melee,
relying on their wits and their skill with weapons to fight
off a sequence of individual combatants. This looks
excellent as a choreographed scene on a big screen, but it
would be a terrible analogy for the act of standing firm as
a soldier. Most armies in the time that the Bible was
written were largely made up of unskilled conscripts,
with a nucleus of the few trained soldiers that made up
the king’s bodyguard. Nevertheless, by adding to the size
of the formations, these conscripts still played an
important part of the battle. Very few people died in
combat in that era; the vast majority of casualties
occurred when one side gave in to fear and tried to flee.
This provoked a chase and the slaughter of those who
were running away. Therefore the role of a common
person in an army wasn’t to kill hundreds of the
opposition, but to stand firm and not give in to fear, to
keep panic from spreading through the whole army and
putting everyone in danger.

The Christian mentality needs to be that befitting of such
soldiers, contributing to the success of the whole by not
fearfully retreating. The success of the fighting is the
responsibility of kings and princes – and our victory has
been completely won by Christ – yet God prizes those
who do their duty in holding fast in faith to what they
know of him. More than just not giving in to fear, we
further need to understand soldierly discipline: Wake up
from your drunken stupor, as is right, and do not go on
sinning. For some have no knowledge of God. I say this
to your shame.10 Paul might have been advocating the
freedom of the believer from the works of the Law as he
wrote to the Galatians, but he never promoted disregard

for our requirement to live righteously. What guides our
behaviour when we are not bound by the strict and
detailed laws of the Old Testament? It’s our knowledge
of God. When writing to the Ephesians with the
encouragement to stand firm, ‘the truth’ is one of the
vital pieces of equipment Paul names: the knowledge of
God itself produces in us the will and the ability to stand
firm. This is how he can state in 1 Corinthians that we
prove this knowledge is within us when we resist sin in
our lives.

Sharing the knowledge of  God
“… the wise among the people shall make
many understand …” Dan. 11:33

Priestly duty
The ‘wise’ in this verse means ‘those that understand’,
and so the second commendation in this statement is of
the passing on of knowledge. God gives particular
understanding to some – perhaps through a natural
ability, or because of a distinctly studious character, or
through the provision of already learned teachers – but
that understanding is never to be hoarded by the one who
has been given it. The entire people are commendable
when those who have been given understanding dedicate
themselves to helping others to understand.

In the Old Testament, this was one of the roles of the
priests, and so they were particularly called out for
judgement when they fell short in this regard:

...with you is my contention, O priest.
… My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge;
because you have rejected knowledge,
I reject you from being a priest to me…11

Paul’s defence against a life of sin was that those who
know God will reject it, and therefore it is a vital
requirement of the health of a church of God that the
Word of God is being ministered to it, so that they may
more fully know God. When he wrote to Timothy, he
made two requests of him in this regard: follow the
pattern of the sound words you have heard from me…
guard the good deposit entrusted to you.12 Timothy was
singled out for this particularly because of his position as
an overseer and a teacher, but we all carry these
responsibilities somewhat, since we have become a holy
priesthood13 and therefore all share in that requirement to
preserve the teachings of the House of God that have
been entrusted to us by passing them on to others.

References: (1) 2 Chron. 35:20-24  (2) 1 Kin. 15:17-20
(3) 2 Kin. 16:8; 18:15  (4) 2 Kin. 19:14-36  (5) Dan.
11:30  (6) Joel 3:16  (7) Gal. 2:5  (8) Gal. 1:12  (9) Gal.
4:8-9; 5:1  (10) 1 Cor. 15:34  (11) Hos. 4:4,6  (12) 2 Tim.
1:13-14  (13) 1 Pet. 2:5

Bible quotations from ESV
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God revealed Himself to Daniel as the Ancient of Days;1

a title that stretches into eternity past. As the Alpha,2
there is no beginning. God is the Ancient of Days – He
has always been.

Isaiah speaks of God’s unfailing power and limitless
understanding when he describes God as the Creator of
the ends of the earth and the everlasting God.3 As the
Omega,2 He has no end. The word ‘everlasting’ captures
the idea of the vanishing point. Like the horizon; as far as
we can see, yet God goes further; much further. The
LORD is the everlasting God3 – He will always be.

Yet God’s memorial name, revealed to Moses at the
burning bush, is I AM WHO I AM.4  The ever-present
God. The God who is! The everlasting God, known and
experienced in the present.

It is this backdrop of the everlasting perspective making
the present memorable that helps to bring greater
meaning to the beautifully poetic words of Ecclesiastes 3.

As mortals, tied to the present with no control over the
march of time, knowing there is a season for everything
can feel depressing. Everything is a cycle. Day after day,
season after season, year after year, generation after
generation, and so it continues. There is a time for every
purpose under heaven. All are known by God, yet busily
enacted by us in the present as we press on into the futile
future of seasons. The fourteen couplets that follow
verse 1 begin with two appointed times that encapsulate
all the others: a time to be born, and a time to die. We
had no involvement in the first, and the second cannot be
extended.5 Perhaps the passing of time is most poignant
to us because of the truth of verse 11 (NASB): He has
also set eternity in their heart. Here we have humanity’s

dilemma: knowing the certainty of eternity, yet only
having the uncertainty of now, we look ahead with
concern and do our best to use ‘now’ to make tomorrow
better, or to forget the past, or to enjoy our next few
moments. German author and Godless philosopher,
Thomas Mann, wrote: ‘To man, time is given like a piece
of land, as it were, entrusted to him for faithful tilling; a
space in which to strive incessantly, achieve self-
realization, move onward and upward. Yes, with the aid
of time, man becomes capable of wresting the immortal
from the mortal.’6 If time is, indeed, all we have and now
is all we get, then this knowledge of the everlasting adds
sorrow to the passing of time. Thomas Mann confessed
the knowledge of the everlasting – the immortal – in his
heart, but felt that happiness could only be found by
wresting this knowledge away. How sad!

God placed eternity in our hearts and His work is
everlasting – we cannot add to it or take away from it.7
We didn’t put it there, and we can’t take it out!

But can we, who know the everlasting God, not also miss
the lesson? The God who is and who always will be, who
holds our time in His hand,8 who knows all our days
before any existed,9 has placed the everlasting in our
heart to make the present precious.

The Lord’s prayer teaches us to ask for daily bread:
today’s provision.10 The Lord’s own words teach us not
to worry about tomorrow.11 He warns us about trusting
provisions stored up for the future, but He exhorts us to
store up for the everlasting12 – the vanishing point, the
future beyond time.

Abraham planted a tree and called upon the name of the
LORD, the Everlasting God.13 Abraham, the deedless yet
promised, owner of the land. He looked beyond – past
the things that were promised and to the one who
promised them – the Everlasting God. He looked to the
vanishing point, to a heavenly country.14 We have also
been called to look ahead. Not to tomorrow, but to the
everlasting. Because if we only look to the future, to
tomorrow – we have plenty of opportunity to return to
the things from which God called us.14 Can God only be
trusted for our Eternity, but not for tomorrow or even
now?
References: (1) Dan 7: 9, 13, 22  (2)  Rev. 22:13  (3)  Is. 40:28
(4)  Ex. 3:14 (5) Mat. 6:27  (6) J.Allison & D.Gediman (Eds),
This I Believe: The Personal Philosophies of Remarkable Men
and Women  (7) Ecc. 3:14  (8) Ps. 31:15  (9) Ps. 139:16
(10) Mat. 6:11  (11) Mat. 6:34  (12) Mat. 6:19-20   (13) Gen.
21:33  (14) Heb. 11:14-16
Bible quotations from ESV

Ecclesiastes

Time and eternity
Ira Williamson, Trinidad, USA
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Image-bearing

No man-made images
Geralde Mag-usara, Davao, Philippines

Worshipping idols not only remains
commonplace in parts of the world
today, but was also a big concern in
Bible times. These pagan practices
existed from the time of the
patriarchs1 to that of the Apostles.2
Forsaking such practice was
involved in God’s call to Abraham to
leave his country.3 The same can be
said regarding His people when they
were slaves in Egypt, which was full
of idolatry. God instructed Moses to
tell Pharaoh, “Let My people go”4

And then, after they had been
delivered, He commanded them:

“You shall not make for yourself
an idol, or any likeness of what
is in heaven above or on the
earth beneath or in the water
under the earth.”5

‘You shall not make for
yourselves idols, nor shall you
set up for yourselves an image …
to bow down to it; for I am the
LORD your God.’6

It is clear that God wanted to forbid
any carved, or graven, images that
were thought to represent Him (for
they only reduce Him to human
thoughts). In fact, when God gave
this command to Moses at Mount
Sinai, the people only heard the
sound of the words, but they saw no
form.7 Consistent with this, of
course, Jesus taught a Samaritan
woman, who perhaps worshipped
idols, that God is spirit.8

To whom then will you liken
God? Or what likeness will you
compare with Him?’ 9

“I am the LORD, that is My
name; I will not give My glory to
another, nor My praise to graven
images.”10

God is so serious about this that it is
listed among the character of those
who will face eternal judgment:

“…and idolaters… their part
will be in the lake that burns
with fire...”11

Obviously, idols are lifeless.12 They
could neither declare former events
nor announce what is coming; they
are no account and nothing, and an
abomination; they are false,
worthless, only being wind and
emptiness, or confusion.13

An example of their uselessness is
found in the account of Micah in the
book of Judges. He thought he was
blessed when he had a shrine, an
ephod, household of idols, and above
all a Levite as priest to minister.14 He
confidently said, “Now I know that
the LORD will prosper me, seeing I
have a Levite as priest.”15 But what
happened next was in fact the
opposite. He gained nothing when
the sons of Dan stole them and they
were not able to save him from his
enemies.16

Unlike Daniel’s three friends, by
contrast, who were willing to lose
everything, face the furnace of
blazing fire unto death, just to stand
for the truth of the one true and
living God. They strongly refused to
be forcibly made to worship the
graven image of Nebuchadnezzar.
They confidently said to the king
that whether or not God would
deliver them, “we are not going to
serve your gods or worship the
golden image that you have set
up.”17 As a consequence, they were
cast into an extremely hot burning
fire – so hot that even those men
who carried them were slain by its
flame. But God saved the three
faithful friends. The king was then
enlightened as a result and made a
decree in favour of God. And they
were blessed by the king who
prospered them in the province of
Babylon.18 How blessed we are by
our King when we don’t compromise

our devotion to Him! ‘Those who
honor Me I will honor’.19

However, let us also note that
worshipping idols is not only limited
to carved/graven images. Someone
might say, “Well, I’m not guilty of
that since I do not possess any of
them.” That’s true. But there’s
another form of idolatry revealed in
the New Testament that we need to
take heed of. Paul urged and warned
the believers at Colossae to

consider the members of your
earthly body as dead to
immorality, impurity, passion,
evil desire, and greed, which
amounts to idolatry.20

They cannot inherit the kingdom of
Christ and God.21

Therefore, we must worship Him
alone22 and so let us guard ourselves
from idols.23

References: (1) Gen. 31:19  (2) Rom.
1:21-23  (3) Josh. 24:2; Gen. 12:1
(4) Ex. 5:1  (5) Ex. 20:4  (6) Lev. 26:1
(7) Deut. 4:12  (8) John 4:24  (9) Is.
40:18  (10) Is. 42:8  (11) Rev. 21:8
(12) Ps. 115:4-7  (13) Is. 41:22-29
(14) Judg. 17:5-7  (15) Judg. 17:13
(16) Judg. 18:17-27  (17) Dan. 3:18
(18) Dan. 3:19-30  (19) 1 Sam. 2:30
(20) Col. 3:5  (21) Eph. 5:3-5
(22) Mat. 4:10  (23) 1 John 5:21

Bible quotations from NASB
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Hiding at the back, his eyes fixed on the ground and fists
beating his chest, the publican occupied the place of the
repentant sinner. Others around him might proclaim their
own self-worth, but he knew the peril of his eternal
safety and sought the grace that only God can provide. In
the sincerity of his few words we find the kernel of that
prayer repeated through the ages by all who have realised
the severity and hopelessness of sin, and heeded without
fail by the one true God to whom belongs both the power
and willingness to save: ‘God, be merciful to me, a
sinner!’1

The meaning of propitiation
At the heart of the tax-collector’s prayer is the thought of
propitiation: the averting of anger by the offering of
sacrifice that grace might freely be given. Although
propitiation is hardly common language today, the
concept was familiar to pagan worshippers in the ancient
world. Since their deities were forged from their own
imaginings, Greek gods were invested with human

characteristics – selfish disinterest, even wrath towards
their adherents, which could be appeased by offering
gifts or feats of valour to earn their favour. That idea –
that anyone could earn or buy the favour of the living
God – is wholly foreign to the Bible, of course. God’s
unchanging attitude towards men is grounded in His
nature as one ready to forgive, gracious and merciful,
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.2 That
love, the enduring delight of His servants,3 originates in
Him, and when His creatures demonstrate love to one
another, we exhibit not only something that God does,
but something that He is in essential nature.4

But the Scriptures attest that is not all God is. When the
Lord confirmed His steadfast love towards a fickle and
sinful people, He emphasised it was not a love that came
at the expense of justice. At Sinai God made clear that
He who forgives iniquity, transgression and sin will by no
means clear the guilty.5 While grace is essential to God’s
nature, He is also implacably opposed to evil, and when

The Atonement

The temple shrine:
propitiation
James Needham, Birmingham, England

8



9

evil in humanity gives rise to sin, God must meet it with
wrath.

Reconciling wrath and grace
Many attempts have been made to demonstrate that
divine wrath is incompatible with God’s kindness. Yet
the Scriptures find no inconsistency in displaying wrath
as an inherent part of God’s nature,6 just as much as
grace. This wrath is not the uncontrolled outburst we may
experience, exploding and subsiding in response to
personal offence; it is the constant and settled state of
God’s relentless opposition to sin. So the ungodliness
and unrighteousness of men,7 which blights this fallen
creation, has not aroused something new in the heart of
God; it has revealed His wrath, literally ‘uncovered’ that
which was always there as His uncompromising
opposition to evil. For now, His wrath is restrained by
grace to give room for repentance in mankind, but in a
coming day it shall be displayed in furious judgment.8
No-one in their natural state is immune, for all are
declared to be children of wrath9 because of sin, whether
revealed by transgression of the Law10 or in disobedience
towards the essence of God embedded in creation.11 So it
is that, on the day when God judges the world in
righteousness,12 His settled wrath, uncovered by human
sin, shall be laid bare in fury towards those who remain
under it.13

The shadow and its reality
How reassuring, then, that propitiation has long been
disclosed within God’s purposes for humanity. The
Greek word for ‘propitiation’ is used in Hebrews 9:5
(and throughout the Greek translation of the Old
Testament) to describe the mercy seat which rested on
the ark of the covenant in the Most Holy Place. The
mercy seat is especially associated with the Day of
Atonement (called in the Septuagint the ‘day of
propitiation’), the one occasion in every year when the
high priest was permitted to pass through the veil to
sprinkle there the blood of the atonement. There in God’s
own presence, stained with the blood of sacrifice14 and
under the gaze of the heavenly beings,15 the mercy seat
stood as the divine witness that justice was satisfied and
the people spared by grace.16 Here was the hope that
God’s necessary wrath could yet be reconciled with His
essential grace, not by the ignoring of sin, but by the
price of justice being met in blood. And just as the mercy
seat rested on the ark and its contents which spoke of
Christ, so the reality which answers to the shadow
depends entirely on the person and work of His Son.

Coming to the New Testament, we find no room for
pagan thinking. It is not sinful humans who interpose
with gifts to appease a capricious god, as though a soul’s
ransom could ever be earned.17 It is God who intervenes,
compelled by eternal love to send His own Son into the
world, that by the sacrificial work of the cross, love itself
might be defined: in this is love, not that we have loved
God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the
propitiation for our sins.18 At Calvary, laying down His

life for sinners, the Lord Jesus suffered the torment of the
wrath that men had exposed by sin. The burning justice
of a holy God was poured out on the Lord Jesus so fully
that divine wrath was completely satisfied and God’s
own righteousness extended to those who were once
excluded from it. Though all have sinned and fallen short
of God’s glory, now we may be justified by his grace as
a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus,
whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to
be received by faith.19 At the cross, God’s essential nature
was vindicated, both in wrath and grace, as He proved
Himself both just and the justifier of the one who has
faith in Jesus.20

A threefold propitiation
That propitiation achieved at the cross is not exhausted
by discharging wrath due to the sinner, for its efficacy
continues both to the children and to the people of God.
We who have been saved still struggle with sin, and for
us the propitiatory work of the cross endures, since the
one who bore our sins to Calvary now stands in heaven
to plead our cause. He does so on the basis of His perfect
atonement, pleading the ongoing merit of the propitiation
He has already achieved,21 so that we who know
justification by blood are assured of our salvation from
wrath.22 And to those who have been gathered together to
form God’s new covenant people, the effectiveness of the
cross extends still further. For them, He also serves in
heaven as a merciful and faithful high priest … to make
propitiation for the sins of the people,23 able to save to
the uttermost those who draw near to God through him.24

Though the mercy seat must be sprinkled year after year,
the self-giving of the Son has achieved propitiation for
sinner, saint and people alike, which need never be
repeated.25

As proof of the satisfaction God has taken in the work of
Calvary, the place of His propitiation is no longer hidden
behind the veil. Romans tells us that the Lord Jesus
Himself has been put forward as a propitiation,
occupying the gaze of heaven and earth alike. The
original word implies a public display, and describes His
eternal purposes which God set forth in Christ to unite all
things in Him.26 So today the ‘man of the cross’ is God’s
own declaration, both to this world and to all in the
heavenly realms – an open display of His triumph over
hostile powers27 and the unchangeable demonstration of
satisfied wrath giving way to the immeasurable riches of
his grace in kindness towards us in Christ Jesus.28

References: (1) Luke 18:13  (2) Neh. 9:17  (3) Ps. 136
(4) 1 John 4:7-8  (5) Ex. 34:6-7  (6) Deut. 32:35-36;
Rom. 12:19  (7) Rom. 1:18  (8) Rom. 2:4-5,8  (9) Eph.
2:3  (10) Rom. 4:15  (11) Rom. 1:19-20; Eph. 5:6
(12) Rom. 3:5-6  (13) Col. 3:5-6; John 3:36  (14) Lev.
16:15  (15) Ex. 25:20  (16) Lev. 16:30  (17) Ps. 49:7-8
(18) 1 John 4:10  (19) Rom. 3:23-25  (20) Rom. 3:26
(21) 1 John 2:1-2  (22) Rom. 5:9-10  (23) Heb. 2:17
(24) Heb. 7:25  (25) Heb. 9:24-26  (26) Eph. 1:7-9
(27) Col. 2:15  (28) Eph. 2:7

Bible quotations from ESV
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‘Virtue signalling’ is another of
those nuisance new words
(neologisms) that the secular media
has seen fit to attack us with over the
past twelve months. Part of the
package which also comprises its
stablemate ‘woke’,1 and the
coincidental phenomenon of the
‘snowflake’,2 both of which have
been eloquently dealt with in
previous issues of NT, this is a
slightly different kettle of fish with,
arguably, different implications for
us as Christians.

‘Virtue signalling’ may be loosely
thought of as the practice of publicly
expressing sentiments intended to
‘signal’ one’s good character or the
moral correctness of one’s position
on a particular issue. Though a
precise definition remains elusive, it
is something you are still expected to
recognise when you see it – typically
2020s, in other words. Its
practitioners are said to make a meal
of their liberal woke values, notably
inclusive inoffensive
multiculturalism, at the risk of
holding themselves up to ridicule. A
recent news item, for instance,
concerned the renaming of streets in
Birmingham, UK by the local
council to include Diversity Drive
and Freedom Close; this followed
protests against the long-standing
practice of honouring those involved
in historical slave trading with a
street name.

No surprise, then, that virtue
signalling is spoken of in a generally
negative context, either to a
predictable chorus of ‘political
correctness gone mad’ from the
political right in response to the
Birmingham example, or by its
intended recipients as an act of
condescension from so-called ‘white
saviours’ whose tut-tutting about
poverty and discrimination is
regarded as mere self-serving career
moves.

As with many trends, virtue
signalling needs the right
fermentation conditions, and
coronavirus saw to that. While it
would be generous to regard five
per cent of popular journalism as
essential work, suddenly the
profession found itself elevated to
key worker status and, coupled with
an audience with unexpected time
on its hands, a new gesture politics
emerged in the UK: rainbows in the
window, ‘Clap for Carers’, taking
the knee as part of television’s Match
of the Day highlights – virtue signals
all, fit for inclusion alongside
established genre classics like that of
the politician posing while kissing a
baby.

Not that this is anything new. Isn’t it
what Absalom was doing when he
used to stand beside the way to the
gate; and when any man had a suit
to come to the king for judgment,
Absalom would call to him and say,
“… See, your claims are good and
right, but no man listens to you on
the part of the king … Oh that one
would appoint me judge in the land,
then every man who has any suit or
cause could come to me and I would
give him justice.” … so Absalom
stole away the hearts of the men of
Israel.3 Where does this leave us as
Christians then? On permanent
Woke Watch, fearful of thinking,
saying or doing the inappropriate?

Could we be seen to be guilty of our
own virtue signalling? We trust not,
for it is not at all to draw attention to
ourselves that we are told to: “Let
your light shine before others”;4 “all
people will know that you are my
disciples, if you have love for one
another”;5 and they may see your
good deeds and glorify God on the
day of visitation.6

The Christian life isn’t about our
own virtue – far from it. We are
rather to signal the virtue of our
Saviour. That is what should occupy

us, as Peter put it: you are … a
people … that you may proclaim the
excellencies of him who called you
out of darkness into his marvelous
light.7  Some Bible translations have
it as ‘to proclaim the virtues’ of the
Lord.8

And as one of our hymns says
concerning our approach before God
in worship:

‘We plead not our own virtues,
They cannot here avail,
But by the blood of Jesus
we enter through the veil.’9

Moreover, in contrast to such
worldly fads as ‘virtue signalling’,
ours is a faith of permanence, which
we already know has outlived many
other fads and fancies of secular-
humanist practice, and which we
know just as well will survive our
own individual involvements with
the conventions of this world.

References: (1) aware, especially of
social problems such as racism and
inequality  (2) an insulting way of
referring to someone who is
considered by some people to be too
easily upset and offended  (3) 2 Sam.
15:2-6  (4) Mat. 5:16  (5) John 13:35
(6) 1 Pet. 2:12  (7) 1 Pet. 2:9  (8) The
Amplified Bible and the Berean
Study Bible render it as ‘to proclaim
the virtues’ of Christ.
(https://biblehub.com/1_peter/2-
9.htm)  (9) C.Belton, PHSS 96

Bible quotations from NASB

Virtue signalling
David Pattison, Leigh, England
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In this article we’ll attempt to draw some lessons for
when we are tempted like Job to question God’s ways
and find fault with Him.

For what purpose?
The middle section of the book of Job, chapters 3
through 31, is a long cycle of speeches between Job and
his three friends Eliphaz, Bildad and Zophar who come
to comfort him, as we discovered in the first article in
this series. What we have is a pattern that begins with Job
presenting his view of his miserable situation followed
by a friend stating his take on it, and then Job responds,
and then another friend responds, and so on. This goes on
for three rounds of speeches and we might well say, “For
what purpose do we have this long meandering dialogue
that appears to go round in circles and doesn’t answer the
central question of why Job is suffering for no apparent
reason?” We learn far more from Job’s reaction to his
suffering than we do from his friends’ attempts to
comfort him. As we’re never given the answer fully to
the ‘why’ question, we must conclude that God wants us
to learn about ‘how’ we should react to suffering, and
realise that suffering is meaningful for us now as
Christians having to navigate our way through life’s
perplexities.

Superficial theological argument
Job’s argument for his situation goes along these lines:

i) I’m innocent of what you are accusing me,
therefore
ii) my suffering is not part of divine judgement and
consequently
iii) either God isn’t just or He isn’t operating the
universe according to His just principles. I simply
need the opportunity to tell him so!

We then see how Job’s friends’ misguided theology
provokes Job into challenging God and His ways. Their
argument follows these lines:

i) God is just, therefore
ii) since God must be operating the universe
according to His just principles,
iii) Job is suffering because he’s done something
badly wrong and sinned against God.

Job therefore feels the need to justify himself before God,
How many are my guilty deeds and sins? Make known to
me my wrongdoing and my sin,1 and even thinks that God
is treating him like an enemy and not His friend, Why do

You hide Your face and consider me Your enemy?2 We
should remember that Job is on an emotional roller-
coaster whereby his responses are influenced by his
physical and mental state, and lead him to say some
things that are seemingly out of character.

Job protests
Job then comes to an emotional place where we can find
ourselves too, appealing to God to do something about
our situation,

Oh that I knew how to find Him, that I might come to
His home!
I would present my case before Him and fill my
mouth with arguments,3

and even doubting God’s ways,

Why are times (of judgement for the wicked) not
stored up by the Almighty,
And why do those who know Him not see His days
(of judgment for the wicked)?4

This surely resonates with many of us when we reflect on
the trials that we’ve been through and are presently
experiencing; possibly questioning God. How could we
doubt His Calvary love? Paul says, Therefore we do not
lose heart, … For our momentary, light affliction is
producing for us an eternal weight of glory far beyond
all comparison.5 That’s not easy to accept when we’re in
pain and the burden God has given us seems heavy. Job’s
trust in God reaches a high point when he saw beyond his
suffering, as Paul did, to a glorious future with God when
he said, after my skin is destroyed, yet from my flesh I
will see God.6

Final submission
In the end Job submits to God’s sovereignty and infinite
wisdom, Therefore I have declared that which I did not
understand, Things too wonderful for me, which I do not
know,7 having never comprehended the ‘why’ but left in
absolutely no doubt of God’s holy will and loving care
for him to the end of his days.

References: (1) Job 13:23  (2) Job 13:24  (3)  Job 23:3-4
(4)  Job 24:1  (5) 2 Cor. 4:16-17  (6) Job 19:26  (7) Job
42:3

Bible quotations from NASB 2020

Job
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Graham Schleyer, Liverpool, England
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We give thanks to God for open doors for us into
secondary schools to reach out to students and teachers
with the Gospel. It all started long ago from a visit to a
school to give a Gospel talk. Students, numbering about
800-1000 were available to listen to the speaker, and
after the talk they asked lots of questions. The late
George Prasher Jr then floated the idea to invite the
students to the church hall, thus linking them with the
church.

To get the students to the hall, it had to be during the
holidays and that was how the Vacation Bible Course
(VBC) came to be. In 1967 the first VBC was held in the
Church of God meeting-place, 75 Falolu Road, Surulere,
Lagos. The program was – and still is – a one-week non-
residential course and the most suitable holiday season
has been found to be the long vacation time in
July/August.

Preparation
From earliest days, we have prepared a programme for
the week-long course with details of what the students
need to bring, when it will start, subjects to be
considered, etc. We draw up three subjects: Character
study; Encounter with Christ; and Contemporary Study.
We schedule a 20-minute break period after the first two
subjects during which time we offer the students
refreshments before taking the last subject.

Visit to schools to book appointment
We then had ‘Uncle’ Bernard French and John Black
who, for a while, were in the forefront of this
exercise, accompanied by local brothers. The
brothers became adept at approaching these school
principals to obtain their consent to be allowed to
address the students. There were about 30 secondary
schools and they had to be addressed during morning
assembly at 7.45am. This was a very great task with
limited personnel.

Progress to date
From early in the 1980s, Bernard French and John
Black were not able to visit as regularly, and so the
responsibility for the VBC now rests squarely with
the local brothers. For many years, only Surulere
assembly conducted the VBC with others from
Ajegunle coming to assist. We recorded a turnout of
100 to 200 students and 65-80% will attend the
course consistently through the week. In all, we
would typically pass the Gospel to over 500 to 900

students during each running of the programme.
Thankfully, the VBC is presently organised by most of
the churches of God in Nigeria.

Prospects for the future
We reckon it must have made an impact in the life of the
students due to the fact that the principals pleaded with
us to visit their schools to conduct assembly on Christian
Assembly days in public schools. Only one brother could
accept the challenge and, by God’s grace, has continued
to date. May God raise workers to take up this task as the
doors are still open.

The VBC also boosted our Boys and Girls Camp as we
were recording 200 to 280 attendees at the VBC Camp,
as we now call it. The VBC starts on the first week of
vacation and on Thursday of the second week we take
them to camp till Lord’s Day so that they can see how we
conduct the Remembrance of our Lord Jesus.

We had planned to experiment with a week-long VBC
Camp this past year, but Covid-19 did not allow it to
happen. We thank God for all the hearts that have been
touched for the Lord through the VBC over these many
years of its operation, and thank God for opportunity to
serve the Lord in the exercise. Only eternity will reveal
the souls who have been saved while attending the
course. Maranatha!

100 years in Africa

Vacation Bible Course
Augustine Ahabue, Igbede, Nigeria
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Is Acts 15 a pattern for today?
This article looks at the necessity of such a conference as
a means of maintaining unity among churches in
fellowship with each other and compares it with what the
Churches of God do today.

The churches who publish this magazine regularly
convene a conference of elders. Where possible, elders
from all the churches throughout the world meet on the
basis of Acts 15.1 For many years, I personally have seen
the value of elders in churches of God coming together
for discussion on a local, national and international basis.
While the world today is so different from the one in
which the apostles lived, the principle is surely the same,
i.e. there must be a means by which all churches maintain
unity of practice and teaching.

Paul and Barnabas were teaching that previous Mosaic
ceremonies had ceased and that faith alone in Christ
brought salvation, so inevitably a dispute arose.

In this incident, if the dispute had been unresolved, it
would have done terrible damage to the developing
churches. So, wisely, representatives from the churches
affected were chosen, commissioned and sent to
Jerusalem for a decision.

Judaizing teachers were facing what (to them) were
major changes and, considering how strongly each side
held their views, much grace was going to be needed.
When change is required, we all need an attitude of
willing subjection to enable unity to continue. I have seen
this attitude of subjecting to one another working, when
all gathered need to have an attitude of humility. Having
seen it in practice, I am convinced it has been a major
factor in contributing to the success of such present-day
conferences producing unity in a worldwide fellowship.

As in New Testament times, down through the centuries
there always have been those who want to add to the
basic simplicity of the gospel message. So even today we
must be ready to uphold the truth of the gospel. When we
face any challenge in the churches over serious
disagreements these surely must be addressed promptly
or else a split is a likely result. This cannot be what God
wants and it is a bad testimony to unbelievers.

As we continue the story, on arrival at Jerusalem the
group of church representatives were received by the
Church in a friendly manner. A conference was convened
for apostles and elders exclusively, the purpose being for
these leaders to review the facts and confirm God’s will.

After much debate,2 Peter was able to report the first
clear case of Gentile conversion3 – a powerful input to

the conference discussion, which none could gainsay.
Then came Barnabas and Paul who corroborated this by
reporting their experience of Gentile conversions.

When a good chairman, guided by the Holy Spirit,
accurately sums up the general tone of the conference,
others recognise the mind of the Spirit and readily accept
the decision. This is what happened in Acts 15 when
James the chairman guided the conference. It must have
been a lively affair, but after considerable discussion
James summed up the matter with a quote from Old
Testament scripture.4 That was a very important part of
the decision-making process, for the Scriptures must
back practical decisions.

The agreed conclusion was then conveyed by letter as
well as in person, which in Bible times would be
important to confirm that the letter was genuine. The
letter acknowledged the Judaizers’ error and gave clear
guidance with minimum requirements for Gentiles who
had believed.5

The initial controversy had been limited in geographical
terms at the time, but the concluding decision was
conveyed in writing to all churches of God in a wide area
for a standard application throughout.6 This is important
and confirms that the churches were in a fellowship with
one another, teaching and practising the same thing.
Other scriptures7 confirm this intention. For this to apply
today there must be something that corresponds to the
Acts 15 conference. So, for the Churches of God now, it
is therefore correct for the elders in our churches to meet
and resolve issues and then communicate the result to all
churches in the worldwide fellowship. For any churches
further afield at the time of Acts 15, who did not receive
the apostles’ letter, the itinerating apostles would have
communicated the content in their teaching as and when
they travelled. Churches of God today are united and
imitate the decision-making procedure of Acts 15, for it
is scriptural and what would be the alternative?
References: (1) see also Acts 21:15-25  (2) Acts 15:7 NASB
(3) Acts 11:14-15  (4) Amos 9:11-12  (5) Acts 21:25  (6) see
Acts 16:4  (7) e.g. 1 Cor. 4:17; 7:17

The Jerusalem Conference
John Kerr, Ayr, Scotland



14

Most Christian churches baptize people, but there is a
bewildering variety of views about the purpose of the
ceremony. Can we find out what we ought to do, and
why? To answer this question we need to set out our
basic assumptions.

What are our premises?
We accept the Bible as the Word of God, normative for
church teaching and practice. This means that we don’t
start by listing other people’s practices and pointing out
their errors.

John’s baptism
John, a relative of Jesus, appeared, baptizing in the
wilderness and proclaiming a baptism of repentance for
the forgiveness of sins.1 This wasn’t the same as
Christian baptism, because it was before the death and
resurrection of Christ. Repentance is still a prerequisite,
of course, for forgiveness of sins, but it’s not the whole
story. Forgiveness comes through the acceptance of what
Christ has done in His death and resurrection.2 Many
came to be baptized by John and accepted his teaching,
but some of those never heard of Christian baptism. One
example was Apollos, of whom the Bible records: Now a
Jew named Apollos, a native of Alexandria, came to
Ephesus. He was an eloquent man, competent in the
Scriptures. He had been instructed in the way of the
Lord. And being fervent in spirit, he spoke and taught
accurately the things concerning Jesus, though he knew
only the baptism of John. He began to speak boldly in the
synagogue, but when Priscilla and Aquila heard him,
they took him aside and explained to him the way of God
more accurately.3 Everything that is said about Apollos
commends him, but he didn’t quite have the whole story.

Christian baptism: Who were baptized?
Peter preached to the Jews who had gathered together at
Pentecost,4 and accused them, “Let all the house of Israel
therefore know for certain that God has made him both
Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom you crucified.” Now
when they heard this they were cut to the heart, and said
to Peter and the rest of the apostles, “Brothers, what
shall we do?”5 Peter told them to repent and be baptized
in the name of Jesus Christ, and those who received his
word were baptized.6 Note that their repentance and
belief in Christ came before their baptism, not after it. It
is a general principle that a physical action can never
produce a spiritual change.

Another example was the Ethiopian court official whom
Philip was sent to meet. He was returning from
Jerusalem, and on his journey he was reading a passage
from Isaiah,7 which he asked Philip to explain. From that,
Philip told him the good news about Jesus. The sequel to
that was that they came to some water, and the eunuch
said, “See, here is water! What prevents me from being
baptized?” And he commanded the chariot to stop, and
they both went down into the water, Philip and the
eunuch, and he baptized him.8 The sequence was again
that the eunuch heard the Word, believed it, and was
baptized.

Is there more than one kind of baptism?
All the instances we have read about so far refer to
baptism in water, where it was possible for the person
being baptized to go down into the water, and not merely
to have water poured over them. This has its symbolism:
that of death and burial. Again, the act of baptism itself
does not do anything to the person; it is a confession
before the onlookers of what has already happened. God
counts believers in Christ as having been crucified with
Him; saying, you also must consider yourselves dead to
sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.9 There is another
kind of baptism – baptism in the Holy Spirit. Every
believer in Christ receives this, for anyone who does not
have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him.10 This
spiritual baptism binds together all believers in Christ in
a unity called the Body of Christ: Scripture says, in one
Spirit we were all baptized into one body … and all were
made to drink of one Spirit.11

Summary
People who are repentant of their sin against God admit
that Jesus Christ, the Son of God, died for them. They
submit to baptism, which is a confession that they have
died with Christ and a declaration that they intend to be
disciples of Him. Faith in Christ brings simultaneous
baptism in the Holy Spirit, which makes believers
members of the Body of Christ.

References: (1) Mark 1:4  (2) see Rom. 10:9  (3) Acts
18:24-26  (4) Acts 2:5  (5) Acts 2:36-37  (6) Acts  2:41
(7) Acts  8:30-31,34  (8) Acts 8:36-37  (9) Rom. 6:11
(10) Rom. 8:9  (11) 1 Cor. 12:13
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Can you help me with this?

Why baptize?
Peter Hickling, Cromer, England
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Can you tell us something of your background?

I am married to Fidel and we are blessed with 6 children.
My parents are purely Catholic and I was devoted to it
until 2006. We were not encouraged to read the Bible,
and so it brought no changes in my life. The following
year, I heard someone preaching in the busy market who
invited me to their church called Victory Chapel. I
became their member for six years. I liked it because we
were encouraged to read the Bible. But this church
always emphasized giving money so as to be more
blessed by God. I obeyed in the hope of gaining material
things and to avoid experiencing problems, but it did not
happen in reality. And most concerning of all, I was still
not sure of my salvation … until, on Christmas Eve in
2013, I invited my friend Teresita to join with our family
to celebrate Christmas. She told me about the Church of
God. Three months later, she brought Geralde to speak
with me and I understood fully about my salvation
through Ephesians 2:8-9. Here, finally, was a church that
not only encouraged me to read the Bible, but also to
study and apply it. They emphasized living righteously in
God’s kingdom by keeping the will of God in our lives,
and being content with God’s provision for our needs,
not our wants. My gambling vices stopped. By April
2014, I was numbered in the Church of God at Davao.

How was life when you began to serve in God’s
kingdom?

It was tough. We lost our home. We used to live rent-free
at the house of my uncle in Matina (part of Davao). But
my cousin John got angry when he learned I allowed
someone from the Church of God to regularly conduct
Bible study in his house. And I was offended because I
wanted my whole family to hear the truth. We voluntarily
moved to live at the house of my mother-in-law, who is a
devoted Catholic. But after a year of living there, she also
was against us. She wanted to support one of my
daughters to study in Cebu at a Catholic school to
become a nun, and I refused. I resisted because I now
knew the truth. After that, she no longer allowed my
fellows in the church to conduct cottage prayers in that
house. And so we again packed all our things. We
decided to move to Surigao del Sur, my birthplace. We
were about to put our things in the vehicle, ready to go,
when Geralde suddenly came, not knowing our plan.
When he said there’s no Church of God there, I changed
my mind. Instead of heading to the bus terminal, we
brought our things instead to the church hall in Uraya,
and temporarily lived there. A few weeks later, through
the help of the Churches of God, we found a piece of
land in Ula. And in 2015, God blessed our little business

and we were able to build our own house in Ula. God’s
Word is true that when we seek first His kingdom, He
will provide for our needs.

That’s inspiring. Apart from that, what else have you
faced and how have you coped?

I was burdened for my husband. Following me, my six
children were numbered in the church, and he was the
only one not a Christian. It was a great struggle for me
teaching our children in the way of the Lord and yet they
were watching their father who had vices like drinking
wine to excess and smoking. I kept telling him the
Gospel, but he wasn’t responsive. I continued praying for
him and included him in the church prayer and weekly
cottage prayer list. God performed a miracle. Fidel
accepted the Saviour, and was baptized and added to the
church in January 2018. His vices had finally gone.
That’s the great victory in my life.

During the Covid-19 lockdown, your husband lost his
job, and you moved in the mountain of Malabog to
plant crops, but you gained no profit and life became
harder still. Did you ask God why he allowed this?

I certainly did not. Because I’ve been in many difficulties
in the past and God helped us. So I trusted He would do
the same again. God’s promise doesn’t change. He’s in
control of everything. I’m even thankful that lockdown
occurred because God had a purpose in it. We were able
to witness to our neighbours here. And thirteen of them
were baptized and added to the Church. In the Malabog
company of the Davao church, I’m delighted to say that
my husband has begun participating in praises and
prayers regularly since last December 6. He says ‘Amen’
to all I’m sharing.

Do you have a message for our readers?

Whatever trials we may face, keep close to God. Let His
things be central in our lives.

Keep close to God
An interview with Daisy Celmar, Davao, Philippines

Daisy, Fidel and their family
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How blessed will you be, you who sow beside all waters.1

Isaiah’s words promised bountiful blessing from
spreading seed, and it has often been applied to spiritual
sowing, of course. But sowing the good seed of the Word
of God has been problematic recently, because of the
limitations on public preaching, or even face-to-face
meetings. Many of those most ‘Covid-vulnerable’ choose
to stay safely at home; they are ‘shut-ins’, but they still
need to hear the word of God. How?

Technology may help. But how do you get people to see
and click the link to your video recordings? We might
first ask, what are people actually watching anyway?
Answer: whatever is on the TV! Canadian official
statistics reveal over-60s watch the most TV: the same
group that these days is unable to attend church
gatherings. They may indeed be missing them.

On local TV channels here, community content is aired
free of charge. There is a shortage of local material,
because virus prevention has severely curtailed usual
events. Our community TV channel, which serves many
thousands of homes in this region, is now very willing to
include in its TV listings recordings of our regular church
ministry meetings. We simultaneously record these talks,
when they are shared live with those in the local church
by video link. Of course, we have to do some editing to
meet TV station specifications, but this is easily
manageable. Broadcast quality videos can be produced
using free software, supported by helpful online
instructions. We are not trying to become TV celebrities
or compete with Prime Time TV! All community TV is
produced on shoestring budgets. It requires careful
planning, not big money.

So we have been ‘on TV’ weekly since July 2020. Here
are some of our learning experiences, in case you have
local opportunity to do the same.

1. We first had to think about who is likely to watch our
TV broadcast, and familiarize ourselves with typical
competing programmes. Then we tried to build content
that will attract interest. We targeted mainly older, but
active, ‘shut-ins’ who likely have some familiarity with
the Bible, and may be missing ‘going to church’, as they
would call it. As well as a talk, we think they will like
hearing traditional hymns and we want to always include
gospel content; we don’t know whether unsaved people
will be watching. Obviously our church elders need to be
comfortable with what is broadcast.

2. After friendly contact with the TV production person,
we knew exactly the length and format our video must be
in and what their production timelines are, so we can
always provide our video in good time. The TV producer

praised the sample video we provided, and we always
appreciate their review before they air it (a captive
audience for us!).

3. Those who produce the regular videos for the churches
of God are familiar with what presenters should avoid
when making videos, and conversely the best ways to
produce good ones. These tips apply equally to television.

4. It is wise to always smile, and develop a consistent,
warm look to our TV programme, including using the
same lead-in and concluding material and musical
accompaniment each time. (You can sample this from one
of our broadcasts at https://bit.ly/2TkW1A7.) We also
avoid using jargon that average television viewers won’t
appreciate.

5. Where possible, we alternate speakers, since people
have different preferences and a new face adds interest.
However, using the same person to briefly introduce every
speaker helps to satisfy audience expectations. Interest
may be sustained by pre-advising what the next talk will
address, God willing. We readily modify and re-use good
material from other churches of God that will be new to
our audience (our video library is available to you).

6. Each broadcast is clear about how people can contact
us. We point them to our local website
(www.mountforestchurch.ca). Since we started airing the
TV broadcasts, visits to our website have increased
(exceptionally peaking at 150 different visitors on a single
day!). We constantly try to increase local awareness of the
broadcasts, so we encourage everyone to pass the word on
and we think about how to advertise effectively.

This window of opportunity may be short-lived if things
return to normal after the pandemic and TV slots
disappear, but what we do now may bring eternal blessing
and can help to enhance our local testimony.

Reference: (1) Is. 32:20 NASB

Wherever you sow
Geoff Hydon, Mount Forest, Canada


