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Spiritual symmetry
Roy Dickson, Melbourne, Australia
There was symmetry in the shadows of the
former material sanctuary of God, for we read
in Exodus 26 of the curtains of fine woven
linen, and blue, purple and scarlet thread with
repeated beautiful designs of cherubim woven
into the fabric immediately covering the
tabernacle. Then follows a description of
curtains of goats’ hair to be placed on top, with
further coverings of ram skins dyed red and
badger skins to form a tent above the
tabernacle itself. What held it all up? Why,
boards, bars, rings and sockets, all described in
detail. The booklet outlining and explaining the
typical teaching of these things, The Parable of
the Tabernacle1 written by J.L. Ferguson
absolutely fascinated this writer in his early
days in the churches of God. And still does.
The most holy place, where only the high priest
could enter and only on one day per year, was a cube of
ten cubits (4.57 m). Perfect 3-dimensional symmetry in
the presence of God. Height, depth and length were all
identical, yet this was a copy only of heavenly things. The
nature of the former dispensation was characterized by
limitations and restrictions, while still providing
tremendous privilege to Israel and to the descendants of
Levi and in particular to the descendants of Aaron, the
priestly line. But even the priest could only come so far,
correctly clothed and washed with water drawn from the
laver in the courtyard. And only a male of Aaron’s line
could enter the holy place where the lampstand shone. In
the most holy place, behind the beautiful veil, was the ark
of God’s immediate presence with the mercy seat (or
atonement cover). It was stained with blood of bulls and
goats from repeated Days of Atonement, year after year.
This anticipated an ultimate atoning sacrifice to put away
sins forever. Symmetrical, beautiful, yet simple – a copy
of heavenly things.2

shadows has passed, material and legalistic compliance
are of no value, indeed he says later on concerning food
and drink and special days that they are a shadow of
things to come, but the substance is of Christ.5 Our calling
is, therefore, to holiness, where the characteristics
mentioned are of equal import in the sanctuary service of
both brothers and sisters now towards God. And love is
the energy which makes all things possible in the Body,
and indeed the kingdom.6
Symmetry of three spiritual dimensions appears regularly
in our New Testament readings, for in connection with
our receiving of Christ and being called into His
marvellous light, we read: but you were washed, but you
were sanctified, but you were justified in the name of the
Lord Jesus and by the Spirit of our God,7 all of which
occurred simultaneously and instantly when each one of
us put saving faith in Christ as Saviour.
God has moreover enabled us to be of productive value
towards the building up of the Body and the extension of
the kingdom, for He has not given us a spirit of fear, but
of power and of love and of a sound mind (or
alternatively, discipline).8 This has been compared to a
three-legged stool, if one leg is missing, the stool falls,
but with three in unison, there is stability and usefulness.
So, our walk needs that spiritual symmetry of qualities in
harmony with each other, as well as the righteousness,
peace and joy with one another.

What can we say now concerning the spiritual sanctuary
for today? Paul the apostle wrote to very imperfect saints
(as we are in our day) in the Church of God in Corinth,
Do you not know that you are the temple (‘sanctuary’ or
‘shrine’, Greek: naos) of God and that the Spirit of God
dwells in you? If anyone defiles the temple of God, God
will destroy him. For the temple of God is holy, which
temple you are.3 And referring to our conduct within
God’s kingdom, (and surely those who comprise God’s
temple are also inheritors of the kingdom), Paul says, for
the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but
righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.4 It’s
as though they are a spiritual cube of holy dimensions for
serving the Lord! Righteousness, peace and joy amongst
the people of God, under the rule of God. The day of
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Firstborn

Firstborn from the dead
David Webster, Liverpool, England
I am the eldest of my siblings. I have a younger brother
and a younger sister. I was the first child born in my
family. I am, therefore, the firstborn according to the first
definition we have already seen in this series. But we
have also seen that firstborn came to mean a position of
distinction, special status, pre-eminence or superiority –
first in rank rather than first in birth order.

He is the beginning and
the firstborn from among
the dead, so that in
everything he might have
the supremacy.

Firstborn
The Lord Jesus is called the firstborn in both ways. In
Luke’s nativity account we read about Mary that she gave
birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths
and placed him in a manger.1 The Lord Jesus was the first
child born to Mary. However, in the book of Hebrews we
read, when God brings his firstborn into the world, he
says, “Let all God's angels worship him.” 2 This is
clearly not a reference to human birth at all as, in that
chapter, reference is being made to the Lord Jesus as God
the Son, the creator, the radiance of God’s glory,
sustaining all things by his powerful word,3 the one who
has made purification for sins and who rose in
resurrection power to take His seat at the right hand of the
Majesty in heaven!

indestructible life.6 He could not be a priest on earth
before the resurrection, not being from the tribe of Levi.
The Lord’s life after the resurrection was of a different
type altogether. His body was the same, but different! Its
properties had changed. Although recognisable, He was
not always recognised. He could enter into a locked room
and disappear at will from the sight of its inhabitants.7
J I Packer puts it like this: ‘it was … a transformation of
Jesus’ humanity that enabled him to appear, vanish, and
move unseen from one location to another (Luke 24:31,
36). It was the creative renewing of his original body, the
body now fully glorified and deathless (Phil. 3:21; Heb.
7:16, 24).’8

So, in being declared firstborn in the second sense, the
Lord Jesus is being portrayed as the superior Son of God,
first in rank, over all things and the one whom angels
rightly worship.

Firstfruits
Just as firstborn denotes the supreme majesty of the Lord
Jesus, the term ‘firstfruits’ refers back to the harvest when
the first portion was given to God, signifying the
expectation of more to follow.

In writing to the Colossians, Paul refers to the Lord Jesus
as the rescuer, the redeemer and the forgiver of sins. He
declares Him to be the image of the invisible God and
firstborn over all creation,4 as we saw last time. He goes
on to say that He holds everything together and He is
head of the church. Let’s pick up at that point:

Firstfruits was the third of the seven festivals that Israel
observed. The first festival of the new year was Passover
– a commemoration of release from bondage in Egypt.
And he is the head of the body, the church; he is the
Following Passover was the second festival – Unleavened
beginning and the firstborn from among the dead, so
5
Bread. During the seven days of this festival, nothing was
that in everything he might have the supremacy.
to be eaten that contained yeast. This is a commemoration
The Lord Jesus was not the first person to be brought
of the exodus when the Israelites left Egypt, leaving in a
back to life. During those three years of ministry, the
hurry without enough time to wait for their bread to rise.9
Lord restored to life Lazarus and others. However, the
On the day after the Sabbath the people were told to bring
resurrection of the Lord Jesus is, without doubt, the
the ‘first fruits’ of the harvest (the first ripe barley in the
crowning glory of His life on this earth. He was born
field) and raise it as a wave offering; this is the Festival of
and lived as a man. He was arrested, tried, executed and
declared to be dead. Three days later, He was alive – risen Firstfruits.
from the dead. And not, as in the case of Lazarus, to die
The LORD said to Moses, “Speak to the Israelites and
again at some later date! His resurrection was complete
say to them: ‘When you enter the land I am going to
vindication of His claims to be the Son of God and He
give you and you reap its harvest, bring to the priest a
was raised to a completely unending life. He is described
sheaf of the first grain you harvest. He is to wave the
in Hebrews as a priest on the basis of the power of an
sheaf before the LORD so it will be accepted on your
4
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They’re out to get us!

The flesh
Ira Williamson, Trinidad, USA
An old hand-painted sign en route to Camp Baldy,
Colorado used to advertise a landowner’s odd request:
‘clean dirt wanted’. The oxymoronic appeal seemed
unlikely to be fulfilled since the very nature of the clean
thing being requested is to be dirty!
In a sense, this is the same thing God wants from us.
Once sin entered the world through Adam’s
disobedience, we all have been dirty by nature. Paul says
that we were dead in our trespasses and sins1 and that we
were children of wrath fulfilling the lusts and desires of
the flesh.2 For what the Law could not do, weak as it was
through the flesh, God did: sending His own Son in the
likeness of sinful flesh and as an offering for sin, He
condemned sin in the flesh.3 God provided propitiation
for our sins so that His reasoning of Isaiah 1 could be
accomplished in us: “Come now, and let us reason
together,” says the LORD, “Though your sins are as
scarlet, they will be as white as snow; though they are
red like crimson, they will be like wool.”4 Once this
wonderful work was undertaken, we were made a new
creation in Christ5 and immediately indwelt by the Holy
Spirit. Inwardly new, outwardly rejoicing, eternally
changed and yet at the same time, in a physical sense,
still very much the same. At that moment, a war began in
us that, until then, was nonexistent. Suddenly our old
nature was at odds with our new nature, and the primary
battleground for our spiritual warfare was set. This war
has a glorious finish! To borrow a phrase, He who began
a good work in you will perfect it until the day of Christ
Jesus,6 a day in which the mortal will put on immortality,
and the corruptible, incorruption.7 Until then, it’s a war
between the Spirit and the flesh8 and we would do well
not to ignore the importance of this battle. This battle
between the vileness of the flesh and the holiness of the
Spirit is the primary battleground in our spiritual warfare
because our flesh is so near, so constant and so
frequently encountered. The Devil has no need to
stumble us if we are adequately wallowing in the muck
of this world by our own carnal nature.

Those who belong to Christ Jesus
have crucified the flesh with its
passions and desires. (Gal. 5:24)
comparing Paul’s statements in Galatians 2:20 (simply
body) and Galatians 4:23 (sinful flesh).
There is little need to describe this enemy, the flesh,
since we are all too familiar with it. Galatians 5:19 says:
the deeds of the flesh are evident. Obvious, tempting and
sometimes easy to justify; these deeds of the flesh need
to be crucified. Take them back to the cross of Jesus
Christ and remember the price that was paid to put them
to death. If we can’t thank God directly for the thing we
are seeing, doing or saying – that is a simple test between
the Spirit and the flesh.
To crucify the flesh requires a conscious desire to put to
death these old actions. It requires confession to God and
sometimes to others. Yet God did not take away our sin
to leave us empty, nor wash away our filth to leave us
naked. Having put off the old, we are to put on Christ,9 to
be like Him.10 Having been filled with the Holy Spirit, let
our mouths be filled with the word of Christ,11 our minds
filled with things above,12 our eyes filled with Him.13
This war against the flesh requires our whole body.
Romans 6:12-13 sums it up like this: Therefore do not let
sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey its lusts,
and do not go on presenting the members of your body to
sin as instruments of unrighteousness; but present
yourselves to God as those alive from the dead, and your
members as instruments of righteousness to God. The
strength to defeat this enemy is God’s, it simply requires
faith and obedience from us. The command of Galatians
5:16 But I say, walk by the Sprit, is followed by the
promise and you will not carry out the desire of the flesh.
We were saved by faith and so we must walk.

So, that carnal nature is the subject of this article. The
Greek word used in the Bible is sarx and it appears about
150 times and is generally translated ‘flesh’. Like the
previous enemy ‘the world’ in this short series of articles,
this word also basically has two distinct meanings
(although translated with many shades of meaning). First,
it simply refers to our bodies. While we are made of dust,
and by default sinful, this word is often used to mean
nothing more than our bodies. At other times, it is used to
describe something that is completely at odds with God.
This dual meaning can be clearly appreciated by
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Bible quotations from NASB
7

Personal transformation

Paul transformed
Andy Seddon, Swindon, England
So far in this series, we have been
exploring the theme of personal
transformation, particularly in relation
to the minds and bodies of regenerate
Christians. We now turn to the first of
two New Testament case studies
where we can observe some of these
principles in action: the Apostle Paul,
a.k.a. Saul of Tarsus.
When Saul of Tarsus encountered the
risen Lord Jesus Christ on the road to
Damascus, it triggered one of the
most famous and dramatic
conversions to Christ recorded in
history. It is hard to imagine how
bewildered the early followers of
Jesus would have been when the man
they most feared turned up preaching
that Jesus was the Messiah and risen
from the dead! The Jesus he had
hated became Lord of his life, and the
people he had hunted became his
beloved brothers and sisters. How
spectacular is the transforming power
of God!

Renewal of the mind:
rethinking his identity
Saul (his Jewish name), had a very
impressive Curriculum Vitae, which
contained many reasons for viewing
himself highly in the world in which
he lived. He had a strong Jewish
heritage: circumcised on the eighth
day, of the people of Israel, of the
tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of
Hebrews.1

age.5 He also had an enviable
education under the reputable
Pharisee Gamaliel.6
After Paul’s Damascus road
experience, it seems that none of this
mattered to him in comparison to
what he had become in Christ, as he
would later write to the Philippians:
But whatever gain I had, I counted
as loss for the sake of Christ.
Indeed, I count everything as loss
because of the surpassing worth of
knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For
his sake I have suffered the loss of
all things and count them as
rubbish, in order that I may gain
Christ and be found in him…7
So Paul thought of his identity in a
new way, that is, through his
relationship with and personal
knowledge of the Lord Jesus. In the
modern world where many are
grappling with issues of personal
identity, we must take inspiration
from Paul. However, unless we
continuously and actively occupy our
minds with the glory of Christ, we
may not easily identify with his
words to the Philippians.

Renewal of the mind:
rethinking his righteousness

What a contrast to how he views
himself after his encounter with
Christ: I was a blasphemer,
persecutor, and insolent opponent…
Christ Jesus came into the world to
save sinners, of whom I am the
foremost.12 No longer considering
himself the beacon of righteousness,
Paul thinks of himself as the chief of
sinners. This is a natural conviction
for followers of Jesus who appreciate
the holiness and grace of God, and it
is a necessary conviction before a
person can accept Jesus as Saviour.

Presenting his body:
redirecting his zeal
Saul had always been a man who
dedicated his time, energy and body
to doing what he believed to be God’s
will; he was never just a man of
words, but of tireless activity. I
imagine tears would have welled up
in his eyes when he later sat down to
write this to the Galatians:
For you have heard of my former
life in Judaism, how I persecuted
the church of God violently and
tried to destroy it… so extremely
zealous was I for the traditions of
my fathers.13

His zeal reminds me of what Jacob
prophesied about Saul’s tribe:
Saul grew up on the Torah and he
“Benjamin is a ravenous wolf, in the
took it very seriously! He followed
morning devouring the prey and at
the family tradition8 by becoming a
evening dividing the spoil.”14 Saul of
Pharisee, which was, as he described,
Tarsus was the young man who
the “strictest party of our religion”.9
looked after the coats of the men who
Paul (his Roman name) also had a
Within the Jewish community Saul
strong Gentile heritage: “from Tarsus would have been held up as a beacon stoned Stephen and then took
personal pleasure in his execution.15
in Cilicia, a citizen of no obscure
of righteousness; he said it himself: as
He relentlessly pursued the followers
city.”2 The city of his birth and
to righteousness under the law,
of Jesus, believing them to be heretics
upbringing was ‘distinguished for its blameless.10 I can’t help wondering
who were threatening the status of the
3
wealth and its schools of learning’.
how insulted and threatened he would
nation he loved and blaspheming
He had the honour of being a Roman have felt had he been at the ‘sermon
God; a God of whom he could never
citizen by birth,4 presumably because on the mount’ when Jesus told His
believe would allow the true Messiah
his parents were. From his youth,
Jewish disciples that they would not
to be crucified.
Saul was a promising individual, as
even enter the kingdom of heaven
he would later write, advancing in
unless they were more righteous than Paul’s former life vividly
demonstrates the falseness of the
the Pharisees!11
Judaism beyond many of my own
8

notion that ‘it doesn’t matter what
you believe as long as you are
sincere’. What a seismic shock to his
core beliefs he must have experienced
when he heard the voice from heaven:
“I am Jesus, whom you are
persecuting.”16

was provoked within him as he saw
that the city was full of idols.19

Paul also, of course, developed a
passionate burden for the new and
growing community of believers
throughout the Jewish and Gentile
world. He craved their unity,20 their
So what became of Paul’s
spiritual growth21 and their holiness
characteristic zeal? It attached itself to in Christ.22 He became passionate for
a dramatically new purpose – to exalt Christ and for His gospel.23
the name he had been trying to
Presenting his body:
destroy! God planned this from the
redirecting his efforts
beginning. He had revealed to
Ananias that Paul was “a chosen
These new passions of Paul were the
instrument of mine to carry my name driving force of his actions,
before the Gentiles and kings and the dedicating all that he had to the call of
children of Israel.”17
God. Among his favourite greetings
And so Paul developed a painful
burden for the Jews who still thought
like he used to; For I could wish that
I myself were accursed and cut off
from Christ for the sake of my
brothers.18 He also had a new longing
for the Gentiles who were blinded by
pagan religion; Now while Paul was
waiting for them at Athens, his spirit

in his epistles were: Paul, an apostle
of Christ Jesus by the will of God,24
or Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus.25
These are action words. He became
the apostle, the ‘one sent forth’,26 and
the servant, (or bondservant / slave)
of Jesus Christ, taking after his
Master who demonstrated true
greatness in servanthood.

Paul saw all of his previous attributes
as tools to be used for the Master’s
service. Consider his knowledge of
Greek philosophy when speaking to
the Areopagus in Acts 17, or his
understanding of rivalries between
Pharisees and Sadducees to support
his defence in Acts 23:6-8. Even
when he was confined to prison, he
tirelessly wrote epistles which form a
sizeable portion of what is now the
New Testament.
Paul became willing to suffer
emotionally and physically, indeed
counted it as a privilege to do so if
only it served to advance the gospel
or strengthen other believers.27
We must remember that Paul was
equipped with the gift of the Holy
Spirit, just as all believers in Jesus
Christ are. It was God at work
through his body, but this did not
preclude hard work on Paul’s part, as
conveyed in his words to the
Colossians: For this I toil, struggling
with all his energy that he powerfully
works within me.28
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Can you help me with this?
Geoff Hydon, Mount Forest, Canada
Someone said that because Isaiah
9:6 describes Messiah as only
‘Mighty God’, the promised one
could not really be equal with the
Father who is ‘Almighty God’.
If we want to avoid confusion, we
must find clear statements in the
Bible. We will then be on safe ground
to use them to resolve anything that
may appear less clear elsewhere,
since the Bible is internally consistent
(it does not contradict itself). While
we complete this study we must, of
course, recognize that, while being
fully God, God the Son is also fully
man as Jesus, and during His days on
earth He voluntarily accepted human
limitations. We must therefore look
for Bible passages that clearly address
whether or not He is God, not just
ones that emphasize His manhood
and voluntary subordination.1
Certainly people around Him
questioned Jesus’ actions, which were
a sign of His deity,2 so the problem
we are tackling is not new. Let us
then consider John 10:29-39. Christ
says there: “I and the Father are
one”. His meaning was absolutely
clear to His audience, who
immediately thought to stone Him
because, they said, “You, being a
man, make yourself God.” Their point
was not that He was just sharing the
same views as God, but that He was
actually claiming deity; and He
responded by confirming their
understanding of His claim and
asking them to believe in Him. The
same is true in John 5:18-19, where
the Jews unequivocally understood
Jesus’ statements as expressing He is
equal with God. We can objectively
say, then, that the Bible teaches Jesus’
equality with God the Father is
something to which He Himself
attested. We can also note Paul’s
statements in Philippians 2:5-6 and
Titus 2:13. It would take a rewrite of
the scripture (as some unbelievers
have indeed attempted!3) to get

around John’s clear statement that
Jesus is God in John 1:1,14.
Equipped with these clear statements,
we should bring them to Isaiah 9:6.
Does the term ‘Mighty’ mean Christ
is in any way a lesser being than
Almighty God? Not at all. Turn to
Isaiah 10:20. There Israel is described
as relying on the LORD, and there is
no debate that this also refers to the
God of Israel, who in the next verse is
described as? …yes, you guessed
right: the Mighty God. Isaiah uses
exactly the same word in both places.
And in Isaiah 13:6 the LORD, the
same one as in chapter 10:20, is
described as the Almighty. We could
also check in Psalm 24:8, where the
LORD is described as mighty, or go
back to Deuteronomy 10:17, which
reads: “For the LORD your
God is God of gods and Lord of lords,
the great, the mighty and the
awesome God.” Other places where
God is described as mighty rather
than almighty include Nehemiah 9:32
and Jeremiah 32:18.
Then we should note that the
difference between mighty and
almighty in this context cannot be
resolved by using an English
dictionary. Our Bibles translate
Hebrew and Greek words into their
nearest English equivalents.
However, the Hebrew word for
almighty (shaddai) is not derived
from their Isaiah 9:6 word for mighty
(gibbor). It is not simply like the
English that adds an abbreviated ‘all’
on to ‘mighty’ to extend its meaning.
Shaddai emphasizes all-sufficiency
and gibbor emphasizes supremacy in
battle, and is so appropriately united
with ‘Prince of Peace’ in Isaiah 9:6.
Grammatically, in the original
language of the Bible, one who is
described as mighty is not less than
one who is almighty. The original
words describe similar attributes that
are not mutually exclusive. In English
we might likewise say something is
great or grand; the two words have
10

different origins and nuances in
meaning, but they can often be
properly applied to the same person
or thing.
So the conclusion must be that the
Lord Jesus Christ is attested in the
Bible to be equal with God, the two
persons Father and Son being one
God, and the terms mighty and
almighty are both applied to the
LORD without any suggestion of a
limitation on divine attributes. The
key reality is that both adjectives are
applied to the one who is God, and
therefore to suggest ‘mighty’
diminishes His ability would be
simply a contradiction; God cannot be
limited in that way, or He would
cease to be God!
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Hannah’s song
Stephen & Pippa McCabe, Belfast, N.Ireland
Hannah was a woman with deep personal hurts, but also
one with a firm eye on God’s ‘big picture’ – especially, it
seems, on the service of His house in His kingdom. Her
hurt is encapsulated in the words recorded in 1 Samuel 1.
It says that Elkanah had two wives: the name of one was
Hannah and the name of the other Peninnah; and
Peninnah had children, but Hannah had no children…
Her rival … would provoke her bitterly to irritate her,
because the LORD had closed her womb.1 Year after
year, Hannah endured this. Can you imagine the
persistent torment of this treatment? It brought her,
eventually, to her knees before the house of the LORD,
where she asked God for a son and “then I will give him
to the LORD all the days of his life”2

appreciation of the completeness of God’s answer to her
in Samuel. Her understanding of her inclusion in God’s
purposes for Israel through Samuel leads her to see
Peninnah’s relative position as ‘languishing’.
“He raises the poor from the dust,
He lifts the needy from the ash heap
To make them sit with nobles,
And inherit a seat of honour”.9
Where she had been needy, God had lifted her up. The
language used by Hannah might seem jarring to us.
Perhaps we wouldn’t expect to speak of ourselves as
exalted, sitting with nobility, having the place of honour,
and our opponents as being shattered – but remember
that Hannah’s confidence is in God, and in the fact that it
is He who has raised her up from her lowly position. He
has rescued her! After being humbled under the mighty
hand of God, Hannah now finds herself, and her part in
God’s bigger story, brought to the fore.10

Her confidence in God was answered in the birth of
Samuel. God had transformed her situation! She went on
to have further children by the grace of God,3 but it was
the boy Samuel3 in whom God had answered her prayer,
and through whom He would bring about flourishing in
Israel.
With the birth of Samuel, and his placement in the house
of the LORD,4 praise bursts from Hannah (read the song
in full in 1 Samuel 2:1-10):

“The LORD will judge the ends of the earth;
And He will give strength to His king,
And will exalt the horn of His anointed.”11
Part of what so impresses us about Hannah is her eye to
God’s wider purposes, beyond her own personal hurts.
Yes, she desired a son – but a son whom she could give
to the service of God in His house. Yes, she rejoiced in
God’s exalting her where she had been low – but she also
rejoiced prophetically that God would exalt the horn of
His anointed, His king. The days of the kings were
coming to Israel during the life of Samuel. Hannah’s
little boy would be central to the establishment of Israel,
rising to the peak of her powers within a few short
generations – with the boy Samuel growing to be the
wise man of God whose words never failed.12

“My heart exults in the LORD;
My horn is exalted in the LORD,
My mouth speaks boldly against my enemies,
Because I rejoice in Your salvation.”5
‘My heart’… ‘My horn’ (speaking of the glory and
power of a strong animal)… ‘My mouth’ – all
transformed, blessed, through the action of God in
Hannah’s life. Where she had previously moved her lips
without sound in desperation,6 Hannah was now able to
speak boldly and clearly of what God had accomplished
in her life. Conversely, the one who had boasted,
Peninnah, should learn not to speak with pride any
longer.

What an answer to prayer he was, and how Hannah’s life
was exalted as a result!

“The bows of the mighty are shattered,
But the feeble gird on strength.”7
Where she had been in a position of weakness, God had
brought Hannah strength. This recalls the exalting of the
horn, the symbol of the strength of an animal, raised up
in contrast to the shattered human bow.

May godly women today follow Hannah’s example –
bringing their hurts to the Lord, and through the means of
the Lord’s deliverance, having an eye beyond themselves
to the prospering of His kingdom.
References: (1) 1 Sam. 1:2,6 (2) 1 Sam. 1:11 (3) 1 Sam.
2:21 (4) 1 Sam. 1:20-28 (5) 1 Sam. 2:1 (6) 1 Sam. 1:13
(7) 1 Sam. 2:4 (8) 1 Sam. 2:5 (9) 1 Sam. 2:8 (10) 1 Pet.
5:6 (11) 1 Sam. 2:10 (12) 1 Sam. 3:19

“Even the barren gives birth to seven,
But she who has many children languishes.”8
Where she had been without, God had provided. The
reference to ‘seven’ here perhaps expresses Hannah’s
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The peace of God
Ben Jones, Toronto, Canada
All too often today we think of peace as simply the
absence of something else: world peace is the absence of
war in the world, a peace treaty calls for a ceasing of
hostilities between countries, a peaceful time is a time
without interruption. Peace is often cited as the goal of
various meditation techniques and is sought after as relief
from the pressures of a busy world. Peace as a concept is
seemingly defined by what it is not, rather than what it is.
The concept of peace is prevalent throughout Scripture,
and is particularly noticeable in the greetings and
salutations of the New Testament epistles.1 Paul and his
compatriots often sought to remind their audience of the
God of peace, and the peace available from God, at the
opening and closing of their letters. It was a prevalent and
important theme for ancient writers – indeed, in Hebrew
and Aramaic, the word ‘peace’ became a greeting
(‘shalom’/‘salaam’) that we still hear today.

another flares up. It seems to be a universal constant that
we crave peace, but we are unable to truly find it.
The peace of God is a different matter from the typical
peace of the world – indeed, Paul highlights that it
surpasses (ESV) or transcends all understanding2 (NIV).
It is beyond our human comprehension, and therefore also
beyond our human ability to create or preserve. The peace
of God is more than just the absence of war and conflict,
more than just the absence of interruption and
disturbance, but is uniquely associated with His divine
attributes.

We must draw a distinction here between the peace of
God and peace with God – the latter refers to the
resolution of the conflict between us and God as we are
justified by Jesus Christ,3 whereas the former describes
peace owned by and originating from God. There is a
lesson in here for us generally: how often do we take
People commonly wish peace upon one another, but
something divine and try to take ownership of it
world history demonstrates we are not very good at giving ourselves, and in so doing twist and corrupt its original
it or preserving it. We create apps to help us meditate, but purity? Family relationships, marriage, sexuality,
get distracted by the next social media notification. We
creation, faith, and truth all originate with God, but we
book vacations meant to be peaceful getaways, but take
take them from their divine origin and they become poor,
our troubles and stress with us. We broker ceasefires
twisted reflections of God’s original intention. With that
between nations, but as soon as one conflict resolves
in mind, when we speak of the peace of God, we must
12

take care not to try to take ownership of it ourselves; it is
not for us to possess, create, or impart. It cannot be
separated from its author without becoming a mean, poor
reflection.

once we shed our anxiety in prayer to God. The peace
remains God’s, belonging solely to Him. Its effect is to
form a fortress around our heart and mind to keep us from
sin. Just as we, although not righteous ourselves, enjoy
righteousness from God,6 we can enjoy God’s peace even
Just as peace in the world is often defined by what it is
not, the peace we read of in the Bible is also defined by its despite a lack of peaceful surroundings.
close relationship to something else: peace is intrinsically Paul’s command in Philippians 4:6 is to combat our
related to and intertwined with the identity of God
anxiety by making our requests known to God. This is not
Himself. Paul raises this in Philippians, as he commands
to say that He is unaware of our needs or desires, but
the reader to give thanks, to always rejoice, to pray
instead we pray as an acknowledgement of our
continually, and as a result the peace of God, which
dependence on Him. Jesus’ words in John 16:33 echo a
surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and
similar sentiment as He reveals to the disciples that they
minds in Christ Jesus.4 Constant thanksgiving, rejoicing, cannot overcome the world themselves: they will only
and prayer, as Paul indicates, give us an insight (if not a
face troubles. Their hope lies in the fact that Christ
full understanding) into the peace that belongs to God in
overcame (oh the joy of the past tense in this verse!) on
His position as master of all creation.
their behalf, and they can take encouragement from the
fact that they can rely on Him. Paul’s thought is the same:
The New Testament writers typically used the Greek
as we pray and make supplication to the God who already
word eirḗnē for ‘peace’, drawing from a root word eirō
which means to join, or make whole, that which has been knows all of our needs, we acknowledge our dependence
on Him.
broken. There is a beautiful picture in here that peace is
more than just the absence of war, violence or
When we acknowledge our dependence on God and our
disturbance, but is in fact a state built on making
need for His constant help, we are faced with our own
something that is broken whole again. Looking to the Old
inadequacy, our own incompleteness. Without God, we
Testament, we see a similar principle: Shalom in the
are broken people, in need of repair – this is why we
Hebrew has many similarities to eirḗnē in the Greek –
crave eirḗnē peace, and yet are unable to find it ourselves.
both indicate completeness, in contrast to the brokenness
By contrast, when we acknowledge our own failings and
of disruption, war, and violence.
inadequacy, we gain the protection of God’s perfection
To speak of the peace of God is to speak of the
and peace, though that peace is beyond our
completeness of God, the wholeness of God, and
understanding.7 Isaiah put this concept beautifully:
recognize that He does not lack anything in and of
You keep him in perfect peace
Himself. As humans, we are so often striving to have or to
whose mind is stayed on you,
be more, to improve ourselves or our condition – by
contrast, God has no such lack and no such need to
because he trusts in you.
improve Himself. He is whole, and complete, and
Trust in the LORD forever,
therefore His peace is absolute. The peace of God, unlike
for the LORD GOD is an everlasting rock.8
peace in the world, is perfect.
God’s peace surpasses our understanding because he is
Note that Paul does not promise that God will cause our
whole, complete, and totally self-sufficient. Our peace is
circumstances to be continually serene – in fact, Jesus
temporary, based on human contrivances, and ultimately
instead promises His disciples trouble and tribulation.5
is about us trying to fix something that is broken. Even
The promise in Philippians 4:4-7 is that the peace of God
would guard [our] hearts and [our] minds in Christ Jesus the Greek and Hebrew languages reflect this thought. As
humans, we can only make something if it comes from
something else. We can take matter and reshape it, but it
is only ever a temporary thing. We can take a broken
thing and repair it to give it peace, but that too is
temporary. God’s peace, by contrast, is eternal. He always
has and always will be at peace, and so this peace
surpasses our understanding. And yet, by amazing grace,
it is made available to us, when we acknowledge our
inadequacies and fix our mind on God.
References: (1) Rom. 1:7; 16:20; 1 Cor. 1:3; 2 Cor. 1:2;
13:11; Gal. 1:3; Eph. 1:2; 6:23; Phil. 1:2; Col. 1:2; 1
Thes. 1:1; 5:23; 2 Thes. 1:2; 3:16; 1 Tim. 1:2; 2 Tim. 1:2;
Titus 1:4; Heb. 13:20; 1 Pet. 1:2; 5:14; 2 Pet. 1:2; 2 John
1:3; 3 John 1:15; Jude 1:2; Rev. 1:4 (2) Phil. 4:7
(3) Rom. 5:1 (4) Phil. 4:6-7 (5) John 16:33 (6) Phil. 3:9
(7) John 14:27 (8) Is. 26:3-4
Bible quotations from ESV
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Hate crime
Peter Hickling, Cromer, England
On Easter Sunday, 21st April 2019 a man carrying a large
rucksack walked up to the entrance of a cathedral in
Colombo, Sri Lanka, and asked what time the service
was. The bishop was standing at the door and welcomed
the man in. The church became packed with people, as
were other churches, because it was Easter day. But what
the man was carrying was a bomb, and there were bombs
in other Christian churches, and in hotels largely used by
tourists. In total, at least 250 people were killed, and 500
injured. Ironically, the cathedral was called the Cathedral
2
“Love your
of Christ the Living Saviour, and the people who went to sons of your Father who is in heaven”; and
3
enemies,
do
good
to
those
who
hate
you.”
churches went to celebrate the victory of Christ over
death, on the day of His resurrection.
The apostle Paul amplified Jesus’ teaching in writing to
the Romans:

Who did it?

Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave it to the
wrath of God, for it is written, “Vengeance is mine, I
will repay, says the Lord.” To the contrary, “if your
enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him
something to drink; for by so doing you will heap
burning coals on his head.” Do not be overcome by
evil, but overcome evil with good.4

The numbers of deaths and injuries tend to be accepted
when we read them because of shock and revulsion at
their enormity, although we must be careful to avoid
exaggerations. In this case, those attacked in the churches
were undoubtedly Christian worshippers, and the
attackers were undoubtedly Muslim.1 It is doubted
whether the small Muslim population of Sri Lanka would
have the resources and expertise to carry out the
coordinated operation in the island, and indeed
subsequently members of ISIS defeated in Iraq admitted
exporting their jihad to attack easier targets.

Must evil go unpunished?

Why did they do it?
The members of the Wahhabi branch of the Islamic faith
are much more severe in their interpretation of the Koran,
and believe that ‘infidels’ deserve death because of their
rejection. A practical result of this was that members of
the ‘Caliphate’, which at one time controlled a large
proportion of Syria, considered themselves justified in
imposing the most barbarous punishments on nonMuslims, or even Muslims who did not share their beliefs.
This led to the ghoulish practice of beheading
‘unbelievers’ – one indulged in even by people from
western societies who were led to join ISIS.

Not at all. God forbids our retaliation, because it usurps
His own authority and the authority of those to whom He
has delegated power. God is the Judge of all the earth,5
and He is uniquely qualified to do what is just, because
He alone has a full knowledge of human motives. It may
be that actions that we would unequivocally condemn
may be regarded as less serious by God, who knows the
motives. Similarly, the Bible says,

We should admit that there are millions of worshipping
Moslems who would never countenance such extremities.
It would be very wrong of Christians to persecute such
people because of what they believe.

What should our attitude be?

Let every person be subject to the governing
authorities. For there is no authority except from God,
and those that exist have been instituted by God.
Therefore whoever resists the authorities resists what
God has appointed, and those who resist will incur
judgment. For rulers are not a terror to good conduct,
but to bad. Would you have no fear of the one who is
in authority? Then do what is good, and you will
receive his approval, for he is God’s servant for your
good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not
bear the sword in vain. For he is the servant of God,
an avenger who carries out God's wrath on the
wrongdoer.6

Footnotes & references: (1) For simplicity, this article
uses common designations of Christian and
Our natural reaction to actions that are so evil and
Moslem/Muslim for those who profess to follow those
repugnant is to hate their perpetrators – but natural
religions. ‘Christian’ is of course only fully applicable to
reaction is not Christian reaction. Our leader – Jesus
those adhering to the biblical pattern for following Christ.
Christ – gave specific instructions about this; “You have
heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbour and (2) Mat. 5:43-45 (3) Luke 6:27-28 (4) Rom. 12:19-21
(5) Gen. 18:25 (6) Rom. 13:1-4
hate your enemy.’ But I say to you, Love your enemies
and pray for those who persecute you, so that you may be Bible quotations from the ESV
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Personal story

My help comes from the LORD
An interview with Ephraim Chinga, Chegutu, Zimbabwe
Ephraim, please introduce
yourself to our readers …
I was born on the 9th of April, 1975,
in the small town of Chegutu,
Zimbabwe. I grew up in a company
compound of David Whitehead
Textiles where my father worked as
a security sergeant, after he and my
mother had migrated from Malawi to
find work. My earliest boyhood
memories were of porridge for
breakfast, difficult times at school
due to my ‘foreign’ accent, and a
liking for a certain coconut slice
cake.
During the 1980s, Zimbabwe used to
be the breadbasket of Africa, and life
was good for us, reflected in my
father having two cars – unusual for
a black man then. In 1994, aged 19, I
was given employment as a
warehouse fabric inspector with
David Whitehead Textiles, still one
of the biggest textile companies in
Southern Africa at that time.

How did the job turn out?
Within a year, I rose to be the
company fire commander, while also
working in the I.T. department as
well as being a Health and Safety
Officer. I praised God for opening
these doors for me. During that time,
as Zimbabwe’s economy started to
go down, prices of goods went up.
White farmers were chased away,
and that affected the cotton industry.
In 2008, I was moved to work in
Bulawayo, 400km away from home,
as a sales representative. In 2014, the
company was liquidated.

Perhaps you could describe your
feelings?
I worked for 19 years and was
frustrated to be terminated with
nothing. As a result of radical
currency devaluation, my life
savings in the bank amounted to just

enough for a bottle of
cooking oil. I used it to
make a meal, sat down to
eat, saying: “I’ve worked
all my life for this one
meal.” Today, I rely on
selling second-hand shoes
and clothes which my wife
sells in order to sustain the
family. We also run a
‘roadrunner project,’ that is,
we’ve invested in 120
chicks for their egg supply.

You’ve mentioned your
wife, tell us something about
your family, please.
I met my wife Joyful Chasara way
back in 1991 when we were both still
at the Roman Catholic High School
in Chegutu where she was a year
behind me. I was exploring various
ex-curricular activities ranging from
Public Speaking, Arts and Culture to
Sports and Scripture Union. Let me
first say that while in the Scripture
Union club, I came across
Revelation 3:20 and Romans 10:13.
Upon reading them, it was as if I
heard Jesus’ voice and invitation,
and I called out to Him. I confessed I
was a sinner and, believing the Lord
Jesus Christ had died for my sins on
the cross and had been raised for my
justification, I received Him as my
personal Saviour.
Now, to your question, I vividly
recall a hot Wednesday afternoon,
and sitting under a huge marula tree
feeling thirsty and not a little
disillusioned with the mood of
turmoil in the country. In Scripture
Union class, we’d been debating the
story of Rebecca; when at the well,
she single handedly quenched the
thirst of far-travelled visitors and
their camels (leading to her finding
her husband, Isaac). In a trance-like
state, I suddenly found myself being
offered a cold-frosted bottled drink.
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Being in need of a sign, a promise of
stability, I wondered if – in a very
simple way – this was it. I shyly
accepted her offer and we became
soulmates. A year later, I completed
my O Levels and waited for her to
complete her GCE. Through the
support of friends and family, we
were soon married, and have known
many blessings: namely, Joy, Tsitsi ,
Eugine, Billy, Royce, Jada and
finally our last-born twins Christian
and Candice.

… and a little more about your
spiritual interest?
Formerly, I was with the Baptist
Church in Zimbabwe, but something
was missing in my spiritual life due
to the diluted manner in which the
Word was preached. I was always
searching for truth in God’s Word.
God is faithful, and He brought me a
preacher from Kadoma, a town 40
km from Chegutu. This preacher,
called Paul Maremero, was
preaching under the theme, ‘Search
for Truth’. He’s the one who
introduced me – by his
uncompromising preaching without
partiality – to the satisfying
teachings of the Churches of God.
On the 3rd June, 2018, I was among
those constituted to become the
Church of God at Chegutu. It’s now
a joy to see our church growing.
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