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This issue of NT covers, as usual, a wide variety of scriptural subjects
from contributors all over the world; this is possible because the writers all
belong to a community of global extent. This can trace its origins back to
first century Christianity. Paul wrote to the Church of God in Corinth God
is faithful, by whom you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus
Christ our Lord.1 Notice that this is a fellowship ‘of…’, not a fellowship
‘with…’ as it is inaccurately translated in some Bible versions. The
Expositor’s Greek Testament puts it: ‘God’s accepted call has brought
the readers … not “into a communion (or partnership) with His Son
Jesus Christ our Lord” … but “into a communion belonging to (and
named after) God’s Son.”’2 Thus the shorthand that we often use of
ourselves is ‘the Fellowship’; we are a community that belongs to
Jesus Christ.

Paradoxically, the coronavirus that has disrupted lives worldwide
has strengthened our sense of community. By videoconferencing
we can see the faces and hear the voices of people we are unlikely
ever to meet, and revisit those we do know but cannot meet in our
own churches. A renewed sense of mutual responsibility has been
engendered; what has been called the ‘me generation’ has come
to realise that,

‘No man is an island entire of itself; every man
is a piece of the continent, a part of the main.’3

Everyone is his ‘brother’s keeper’4 – Christian or not, and tens
of thousands have risen to the responsibility of helping their
neighbours in various ways. This is praiseworthy, but it
offers no assurance for the future.

How can we react? With stoical acceptance? This is
inadequate – stoicism is Christianity without hope. The
early Christians had to withstand both persecution and
poverty, but they had a hope through the promises of
God, and a strength which derived from that hope. We
urge any of our readers who have stepped away from
‘me, me, me’, but no further, to take the step of faith in
Christ who, the apostle Paul wrote, loved me and
gave himself for me.5

References: (1) 1 Cor. 1:9  (2) W.R. Nicoll Ed., The
Expositor’s Greek Testament  (3) John Donne,
Devotions Upon Emergent Occasions and Seuerall
Steps in my Sicknes; Meditation XVII, 1624   (4) Gen.
4:9  (5) Gal. 2:20                Bible quotations from ESV
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Walking across the borderlands
David Pattison, Leigh, England

Some years ago I was involved in a piece of
photojournalism exploring the area on the border of the
City of Manchester and Stockport. It’s an area that is now
heavily built up in some places, but retains a lot of its
history, and has some attractive green space (the River
Mersey path, for instance – the river being an historical
boundary between the counties of Lancashire and
Cheshire) which contrasts quite sharply with the
surrounding urban environment.  Sociologists call such
features ‘liminal space’ – places which aren’t clearly
identifiable as belonging to one town or the other, and
which can actually look quite distinct from both.  The
term could just as easily be applied to regional or national
boundaries.

Consider how this liminal space could apply to aspects of
the Christian journey: less about the bureaucrat’s
sometimes arbitrary division of boroughs, and more about
ourselves and our faith – how we can feel that we’re
neither in one place nor the other, spiritual yet still
materialistic.  Such a situation is often seen as typical of
new Christians, but it’s by no means exclusive to them!
The boundary between the old self and the new can be
blurred at times, and like a barrier at others.

Ephesians 2:8-9 gives us all we need to identify ourselves
as saved: our faith and His grace. We don’t need repeated
long-winded acts of penitence to absolve us of our sins, as
the price has already been paid at the cross. Once that is
accepted, although the fact still seems to elude a large
number of the world’s religious believers, and after the
euphoria of the baptism event, we will often face a
significant challenge in our lives which can be a serious
test of our new beliefs, and which may well be rooted in
the people and the circumstances of our pre-Christian
persona. Attempts to drag you back into the lifestyle you
lived before, and which contradict your Christian beliefs,
are a way in which this is frequently manifested.

It’s a familiar satanic strategy – after all, as a confident
new disciple you are now a bigger fish for him to fry.  But
there is no need to fear it; Matthew 4:1-11 tells us how to
acknowledge and deal with Satan’s influence as Jesus did,
and James 1:2-4 assures us that trials, whether
experienced early or late in our Christian life, are
confirmation of God’s interest in, and care for, us.

Where the boundary might be more blurred is in the
everyday. We are warned1 about backsliding to the
principles of this world, but that doesn’t always have to
be in the context of a personal challenge – it may easily
be in those features of this world that we take around with
us all the time because they’re deemed essential
requirements for the 21st century human. Some of these,
like the internet, can be powerful tools in the right hands

– but the sad fact remains that they often fall into the
wrong hands.

For instance, how we treat our Alexa, Facebook account
or Peloton says a lot about ourselves: there is nothing
wrong with carrying on with any of them, or other pre-
existing hobbies and interests, as part of a balanced
lifestyle, which should ideally also comprise things like
sleep and an active social life. The danger is that they
become obsessions which take away from the healthy
balance, and compromise our time for faith-based
activity.

At times like these, it is helpful to step back and consider
what is really important to us and what our priorities
should be. Until Christ is formed in us,2 we will have
struggles of this kind and that is quite normal. The life
that we had as non-Christians might have gone on for
years, and most find they can’t leave it all behind in one
go. We need the courage to step forward with confidence
to the spiritual side of the border, and to say no when
necessary to those still rooted on the other side.

References: (1) Gal. 4:9  (2) Gal. 4:19

Bible quotations from NIV
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There’s certainly a lot to be said for spending the earliest
part of our day in fellowship and communion with the
Lord, through prayer and through His Word. There’s
often a quiet stillness in the early morning that can be so
conducive to experiencing a real sense of the presence of
the Lord.

Not everyone’s a ‘morning person’ of course, but
nevertheless, whatever time it is we get going for the day,
it’s good to spend some of it, at least, in company with
the Lord.

In Mark 1:35, we read that the Lord Jesus got up early in
the morning, even before the dawn, to spend time in
prayer with His Father. Other similar references in the
gospels1 enable us to safely conclude that such was the
everyday practice of the Lord during His time here –
whilst also noting He would sometimes take the time in
the evening as well!2 It’s a wonderful insight to the Lord’s
daily routine that was amazingly predicted in the ‘Servant
Song’ of Isaiah chapter 50, hundreds of years earlier, that
so clearly relates to the Lord in His humanity:

The LORD GOD has given Me the tongue of disciples,
that I may know how to sustain the weary one with a

word.
He awakens Me morning by morning,

He awakens My ear to listen as a disciple.3

The Lord Jesus was clearly in constant communion with
His Father, and yet we see that He made a point of taking
specific time out on a daily basis to be in His Father’s
company. When we appreciate that the Lord was a busy
man in all His earthly ministry, accomplishing so much
more than is actually recorded in the gospels,4 yet still
carving out that vitally important time each day with His
Father, we can see how vitally important it is for us also,
despite the busyness of our lives, to similarly carve out
daily ‘quiet time’.

In this remarkable verse from Isaiah, we can also see that,
even for the Lord Jesus, there was a ‘learning’ purpose in
the times He spent in communion with the Lord God. The
Lord Jesus spoke about being taught by His Father5 and
that all that He spoke was from the Father, the teaching of
God Himself.6 The sense of it is more along the lines of
the ready attentiveness to hearing from His Father, God,
rather than learning things He didn’t already know.

Having then heard from His Father, the Lord was renewed
in His ability to speak the word of God to those who
would hear Him, who would follow Him as disciples.
How important it is for us also to have attentive ears,
ready to truly hear what the Lord would say to us for the
day, through our prayers and through His Word. As we

Isaiah’s Servant Songs

Isaiah 50:4-9
Craig Jones, Toronto, Canada
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learn of Him, we can also encourage others; be the word
of uplift and renewal for those who may be weary along
the disciple pathway.

One of the most difficult things the Lord did have to
‘learn’ was the cost of obedience to the will of His
Father.7 That wasn’t something He could learn remotely,
but He had to come here to experience firsthand what it
meant to be truly obedient to the divine purpose and will
of God the Father for our salvation: becoming obedient
even to the death of the cross.8 It was an obedience that
led Him into terrible physical suffering and, even more
agonizing, spiritual suffering, witnessed so powerfully
and sombrely through His experience in Gethsemane.9
We can only imagine the courage of the Lord to endure
such anguish, knowing all the time the suffering that was
coming, and knowing exactly what He would have to go
through.10 And this ‘Servant Song’ of Isaiah 50:5 simply
yet profoundly expressed it all those years before,

And I was not disobedient
Nor did I turn back.

What supreme courage, dedication and determination the
Lord Jesus demonstrated to doing His Father’s will, and
towards each one of us.

Indeed, it was as the writer to the Hebrews expressed it of
the Lord: who for the joy set before Him endured the
cross, despising the shame.11 That obedient endurance
was also remarkably expressed through Isaiah:

I gave My back to those who strike Me,
and My cheeks to those who pluck out the beard;
I did not cover My face from humiliation and

spitting.12

– the fulfilment of which is simply yet painfully told in
the gospel accounts.13 We bow in awe and wonder at the
restraint of God the Father, allowing mere men to inflict
such terrible abuse upon the beloved Son whom He dearly
loved. We often reflect on it in the words of that lovely
song ‘How Deep The Father’s Love’, which expresses

‘How great the pain of searing loss –
The Father turns His face away,
As wounds which mar the Chosen One
Bring many sons to glory.’14

Despite the dreadfulness of His experience and the
suffering and forsakenness that He endured, the Lord
Jesus knew that victory and vindication would triumph

through it all. He knew that His God and Father would be
with Him.15 He knew that the outcome would be
supremely honouring and glorifying to God.16

Once again, Isaiah’s ‘Servant Song’ anticipated the
divinely ordained outcome of the Servant’s obedience and
confidence:

For the Lord God helps Me,
Therefore, I am not disgraced;
Therefore, I have set My face like flint,
And I know that I will not be ashamed.
He who vindicates Me is near;
Who will contend with Me?
Let us stand up to each other;
Who has a case against Me?
Let him draw near to Me.
Behold, the Lord God helps Me;
Who is he who condemns Me?
Behold, they will all wear out like a garment;
The moth will eat them.17

That supreme victory, vindication and glory of the
triumph of the Lord is a tremendous source of confidence
and encouragement for us also. It’s surely what led Paul,
through the Holy Spirit, to write these eternally
triumphant words,

What then shall we say to these things? If God is for
us, who is against us? He who did not spare His own
Son, but delivered Him over for us all, how will He not
also with Him freely give us all things? Who will bring
a charge against God’s elect? God is the one who
justifies; who is the one who condemns? Christ Jesus
is He who died, yes, rather who was raised, who is at
the right hand of God, who also intercedes for us. Who
will separate us from the love of Christ? Will
tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or
nakedness, or peril, or sword? Just as it is written,
“For Your sake we are being put to death all day long;
we were considered as sheep to be slaughtered.” But
in all these things we overwhelmingly conquer through
Him who loved us. For I am convinced that neither
death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor
things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor
height, nor depth, nor any other created thing, will be
able to separate us from the love of God, which is in
Christ Jesus our Lord.18

Now that’s a song worth singing!

References: (1) Luke 21:38; John 8:2  (2) Luke 21:37
(3) Is. 50:4  (4) John 21:25  (5) John 5:30; 7:16-17; 8:28
(6) John 14:24  (7) Heb. 5:8  (8) Phil. 2:8  (9) Luke 22:41-
44  (10)  Mark 8:31; Luke 12:50  (11) Heb. 12:2  (12) Is.
50:6 (13) Mat. 26:67; Mark 15:15, 19  (14) Stuart
Townend  (15) John 16:32  (16) John 17:1-5  (17) Is.
50:7-9  (18) Rom. 8:31-39

Bible quotations from NASB

What supreme courage,
dedication and determination
the Lord Jesus demonstrated
to doing His Father’s will.
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Overcoming failure
Brian Johnston, Leigh, England

King Ahab ruled over the ten tribes in the north of Israel.
He wasn’t a good king, nor even a good man. Before this
king, the prophet Elijah, at God’s command, pronounced
that there’d be no rainfall for over three years.

For his protection, God then sent Elijah into hiding: first
by a brook, then to lodge with a widow and her son.
After three years, he stood before King Ahab again.
Following Elijah’s instruction, the king agreed to a
showdown on Mount Carmel. The prophets of Israel’s
pagan idols – that the king’s wife Jezebel favoured –
would prepare a sacrifice and so would Elijah. The god
who answered by fire would be seen as the true God. The
prophets of the false gods tried first – without success.
Then fire from heaven fell and consumed Elijah’s
offering to Yahweh.1

Elijah personally executed hundreds of false prophets
there and then, and told King Ahab to get home before
the rains came. What an adrenaline rush it must all have
been! But then events take an unexpected turn. Jezebel
sends a death threat to Elijah that has him running for his
life. Strange that he should react like this. Was it
something brought on by stress and physical exhaustion –
burnout, perhaps?

We’re startled that an energetic worker for God should
express feelings of failure. Anyone can be vulnerable
after a victory. And this was no ordinary victory, but one
he might have imagined would lead to a mass revival.
Instead, this has happened. Elijah is disillusioned. He
makes a foolish comparison: seeing himself as no more
successful than his forefathers when it comes to ending
Baal worship.

God waited until Elijah was rested and had eaten before
confronting him: “What are you doing here, Elijah?”
Although God didn’t initiate it, He’d overruled the
journey through a desert, headed for Mount Sinai. God
would have Elijah relearn the lessons Israel as a nation
were meant to have learnt. Elijah spends 40 days in the
desert, reflecting the 40 years Israel travelled through

another desert to reach the same destination. Like them,
Elijah is sustained by the food of angels from heaven.
Israel’s journey had been designed to humble them.2 It
probably functions in a similar way as a reminder of
Elijah’s need for dependence on God. When Elijah
arrives at his destination, he’s encouraged to ventilate his
feelings: “I have been very zealous for the LORD … the
sons of Israel have forsaken Your covenant … I alone am
left; and they seek my life.”3

Elijah wasn’t being realistic. He certainly knew about a
man called Obadiah, who’d told him about 100 faithful
prophets whom he’d hidden.4 Despite knowing that,
Elijah feels an isolated failure.

Once at Horeb, Elijah witnesses similar signs of God’s
power to those Moses had seen on that same mountain
hundreds of years before. But at the end of it, Elijah still
felt the same way about himself because he returns the
same answer as previously when God repeats the
question. After the display of God’s power in the wind,
earthquake and fire, Elijah had evidently gone back into
the cave until he heard that sound of gentle blowing –
which attracted his attention and brought him back out to
the mouth of the cave.

Might this gentle noise indicate that God doesn’t always
work in the same spectacular way? How God worked for
Moses isn’t necessarily how he’s going to work for
others. We should avoid making unwise comparisons of
the type Elijah made when he compared himself
unfavourably with his forefathers who – like him – had
failed to put a stop to Baal worship.

God will now seemingly use Elijah in gentler ways, seen
in the fact he only carried out the third of his three newly
appointed tasks5 directly, since the other two were
performed indirectly by others.6 These men whom he
was asked to anoint would complete the task of
eradicating Baal worship. In God’s bigger plan, Elijah
was a link in the chain. We can load too much
responsibility on our own shoulders.

Finally, God addresses Elijah’s feeling of isolation, by
reassuring him that – contrary to his feelings – he’s not
alone; far from it (there were 7,000 besides him7). How
good it is to know that when we feel like a failure, God
whispers softly and reassuringly, “You’re not alone, not
even finished. I’ve got things for you to do. It may not be
anything showy. Please don’t compare yourself with
others. You’re a part of a bigger picture and results may
not be instant, but I do need you to take care of yourself.”

References: (1)  1 Kin. 18:38  (2) Deut. 8:2-3  (3) 1 Kin.
19:10 NASB  (4) 1 Kin. 18:13  (5) 1 Kin. 18:15-17
(6) see 2 Kin. 8:7; 9:1  (7) 1 Kin. 19:18
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In Ecclesiastes, the Preacher warns us to focus on the
words of the wise collected in Scripture:

My son, beware of anything beyond these.
Of making many books there is no end, and much

study is a weariness of the flesh.1

Nevertheless, we need to dig into the Scriptures
themselves to get a closer understanding of what they
mean. The books that form our Bibles were written long
ago in languages most of us cannot read, in cultures very
different from our own. We need as much help as we can
with this, and certain books on our shelves help us
enormously in getting a deeper appreciation of what is
written.

Daily Bible reading plan
In order to live in a purposeful way pleasing to God, we
need to build up a picture of God and His purposes. Only
studying the Word of God can provide this. In turn, we
can only do this if we are thoroughly familiar with it and
not just with our favourite texts. Personally, I would
recommend using a daily reading plan such as that at the
bottom of the Golden Bells calendar that allows you to
read the Bible from cover to cover in a year as a
prerequisite to serious study of the Bible.

Cross references
Some Bibles have small letters that appear above certain
words or phrases. These refer to references, usually in the
centre column, to other verses that use similar
expressions or discuss related ideas. This can be a good
starting point for further study.

Commentaries
These provide the author’s thoughts on the passage you
are reading. They may come in the form of notes in a
study Bible or as a separate book. It’s always worth
looking at a range of views, but we must always measure
them against what the Scriptures themselves say. Even
the best authors are human beings with their own
doctrinal position and the comments will reflect this.

Concordances, lexicons and Bible dictionaries
A concordance is a list of modern language words used
in Bible translations. Get one that is ‘exhaustive’ (not
exhausting!), which means that it includes every time
each word is used. Of the classics, Young’s Analytical
Concordance breaks them down into the Hebrew and
Greek words that stand behind each one (sometimes, for
example, one English word might translate several Greek
words). Strong’s gives every word in the original

languages a number and allows you to see a working
definition of that word. These can be useful with a
lexicon, a list of words in alphabetical order in the
original languages. More accessible perhaps is an
Expository Dictionary of New Testament Words, of
which a classic example is by W. E. Vine, with its
modern counterpart by Bill Mounce2, which allows you
to look up the English words in our Bibles, but defines
each of the several Greek words that these translate. Note
that this is different from other kinds of Bible
dictionaries that provide information on each of the
English words used in the Bible, often including names
of people and places. These can be useful too, providing
all sorts of fascinating background about the world of the
Bible and the things mentioned in it. When used with a
Bible atlas, we can understand things that would have
been obvious to the original readers, who lived in that
world, but aren’t so obvious to us.

Many computer programmes and websites allow you to
compare multiple translations of the Bible and link
straight to a concordance and lexicon. One of the editors
of NT (and a very good friend) gave me a laptop with
such a programme on it several years ago and I use it
many times every day. Such tools help us to see links
between words that are invisible in translations.

Interlinear Bibles and Greek grammar
The above tools help us to know the vocabulary used in
the text. Sometimes, however, meaning can be clarified
by knowing which tense is being used or what adjectives
agree with each noun. For those who have learned
something of these languages, an interlinear Bible has the
modern language on one page and the Greek on the page
opposite, and various books on Greek Grammar can help.

The sharpest tool for studying the Word of God,
however, is a heart that is willing to obey what it
contains. We must always remember the purpose of our
study – to know Christ better. If our study has become a
mere academic hobby, the Lord reminds us, as He did the
Jews of His own time:

“You search the Scriptures because you think that in
them you have eternal life; and it is they that bear
witness about me…”3

References: (1) Eccles. 12:12  (2) William D. Mounce,
Mounce’s Complete Expository Dictionary of Old and New
Testament Words  (3) John 5:39  Bible quotations from ESV

Studying the Bible

Analytical tools
Karl Smith, Kirkintilloch, Scotland
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The problem of indigenous idolatry and
competing religions
In this article, we revisit the Christian mission in Nigeria,
this time with a view to examining the spiritual opposition
and the problem of indigenous idolatry and competing
religions. These evidence the truth of Ephesians 6:10-12.

David Livingstone from Scotland was one of the early
Christian missionaries who came to work among the
African people. Arriving in 1840, he was an explorer
whose determination was to open the entire continent of
Africa to the Gospel and to eliminate the evil slave trade.
The 19th century was a time of great missionary pioneers
and church planters.

Mary Mitchell Slessor (1848-1915) was another great
Scottish missionary to Nigeria. Primary school children in
their history or social studies learn about her. She studied
Efik, a local language and taught the people. This nurse
from Aberdeen was known for her support of women’s
rights and for rescuing children from infanticide.

Christianity was successfully planted on September 24,
1842, in Badagry, Nigeria, by a Rev. Thomas Birch
Freeman. His work had been preceded by Augustinian
and Capuchin monks from Portugal in the 15th century.
However, Islam and traditional religions were well
established and posed a threat to the expansion of
missionary work. Later our missionaries would plant the
Church of God in Akarakumo in 1930, seven miles away
from Badagry.

One could say the churches of God missionary work
began with Tom Wallace of Barrow-in-Furness, England.
Writing about Tom Wallace, J.J. Park in his book1 said,
‘what he found of ignorance of
the Lord and the practice of
idolatry deeply exercised him so
that he wrote home with touching
accounts of the need for gospel
outreach. These appeals found
response in hearts of UK
brethren’. As previously
reviewed, on Saturday 13th
March 1920 a special farewell
was held in Liverpool to
commend the brethren and sisters
who were about to depart to
Nigeria, namely Mr & Mrs E
Matthew, Mr & Mrs JPA Taylor
and Mr WCT Terrell sometimes
referred to as the ‘Big Five’ or
more often now as ‘the UK5’.

Health care
The health condition of the Nigerian people before the
arrival of Church of God missionaries was deplorable.
There was no known cure for some deadly diseases, such
as smallpox, tuberculosis, guinea worm, tetanus and
malaria. Two lady missionaries who came were
professional nurses.

Lucy Griffin (1894-1983) brought healthcare and the
gospel to the indigenous idolaters. She worked alongside
George Stockwell, Rice Horne and Willie Stewart. In one
of her letters, she said, ‘Idol worship and Devil worship
abound and is always accompanied by disease and filth
and evil and cruel practices.’ Yet they took shifts in
dressing wounds every morning and preaching in the
evening.

Mary McClymont (1922-2000) took a placement in the
University of Ibadan, Nigeria. One objective was to build
nursing capacity in Nigeria. Mary’s role was to promote
maternal and child health and to provide home visiting
service for patients and teach nurses and medical students
the principles of public healthcare and illness prevention.
She realized that infanticide was often practised when
twins were born and she provided healthcare for the twins
and their mothers.

Indigenous traditional religion
When the missionaries arrived in Nigeria, as the Apostle
Paul did in Athens,2 they were shocked by the idolatry of
the day. These religious systems include an emphasis on
ancestor worship and veneration of primordial spirits, the
supernatural entities believed to inhabit a particular locale
and are embodied in its geographical and natural features.

Our early missionaries who
worked among the Ogu, or Egun,
people of the coastal town of
Badagry, Nigeria, encountered the
Zangbeto masquerades.
Traditionally, the Zangbetos were
the policemen in the village,
forming a secret society. When
they were out in session at night,
no female or uninitiated male was
allowed to be outside the home.
They are said to have magical
abilities, such as swallowing
splinters of glass without coming
to any harm and scaring away
witches. In a trance, the Zangbeto
are said to evoke a power that

100 years in Africa

Countering spiritual opposition
From submissions by Mark Imoukhuede & Eric Sampou, Nigeria

Lucy Griffin with Grace Nipper
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inhabited the earth long before the appearance of man and
provide a source of wisdom and continuity for the people.
Two of our churches, Akarakumoh and Ajara, are located
among the Egun people. These Zangbetos were often
disruptive when an open-air gospel meeting was going on.
They created fear in the community and could not tolerate
the fearlessness of the Christians particularly the
Nigerians who were once worshippers.3 Living in the
same community with devotees, a way to win them for
Christ was to live out the Word of God in love, while
making the Bible available.

The Egungun, (egúngún with proper Yorùbá language
tone marks) refers to all types of Yoruba masquerades or
masked, costumed figures. Our early missionaries worked
among the Yorubas, and our churches around Ibadan are
among the Yorubas. Education has helped tremendously
to change the mindset of the younger generation. Now
they know that Egungun are human beings and not spirits
from above.

There are household gods and deities. Ifá is a Yoruba
religion and system of divination. Its literary corpus is the
Odu Ifá. Ifá is practised throughout West Africa. The
Apostle John writes: Little children, keep yourselves from
idols,4 and Paul so accurately records: Now the Spirit
expressly says that in latter times some will depart from
the faith by devoting themselves to deceitful spirits and
teachings of demons.5

Ever since Christianity first came into contact with
traditional religion, there has always been a sharp conflict.
My (Mark) father was a Babalawo before his conversion
to Christianity in 1994. Sometimes we were expected to
eat soup prepared with the blood of the goat being offered
in sacrifice to the gods and spirits. We resisted and that
often cost us a lot. Thank God for the counsel and Bible
studies with ‘Uncle’ Willie Stewart (a later Scottish
Fellowship missionary) that enabled us to handle this
opposition to the Word of God.

Mark writes: One good thing for which we were thankful
to God was our father’s love for education. One of my
senior sisters went to a missionary Christian School where
she learnt about Christ. The Church of God Sunday
school was not far from our home. Nine of his children
have now been saved and added to the church of God.
After we got saved, our Christian testimony made it
possible for us to share the way of salvation with our
father who then turned to God from idols to serve the
living and true God.6

Islam
Arriving earlier in Nigeria, around the 11th century, Islam
fought hard to resist the spread of Christianity that only
arrived about eight centuries later. It was a challenge for
territorial control. Nigeria was unified in 1914, about a
decade after the British defeat of the Islamic states that
constituted much of Northern Nigeria. Since the early
missionaries came from Britain, everything the British
introduced became a ‘haram’, meaning forbidden or

proscribed by the Islamic Law. That animosity has
continued until today.

Nigeria is today primarily divided between two dominant
religions, namely Islam and Christianity. The Muslim
religion has no belief in the deity of Christ. It has no
interest in the eternal sonship of Christ. It does not believe
in the atonement of grace; neither does it believe in
Christ’s resurrection. It persecutes adherents who get
converted into Christianity. Their Jihadists are trained to
cause riots and kill infidels. It is their ambition to create
an Islamic State in Nigeria. With the introduction of the
Sharia penal law in some States in Northern Nigeria, the
violence of non-Muslims has increased. Christians have
been killed and property burnt.

Charismaticism
With the advent of military rule in Nigeria and the rise of
the perplexing problem of poverty, charismatic Christian
groups started to tell people what they wanted to hear.
They began to preach the prosperity gospel and speaking
in tongues; they claim to heal and to prophesy.

Our missionary brethren had encountered different groups
of Christians, Anglicans, Catholics, Baptists, Methodists
and the Pentecostals, and placed value on the doctrines of
the Bible: the Remembrance and the worship of God, the
election of grace, the sovereignty of God, baptism in
water, sanctification, excommunication, the house of God,
the kingdom of God, the holy and royal priesthood
service etc. These are the doctrines that have caused the
ecclesiastical separation.

Following in the footsteps of the early missionaries of the
Churches of God, in our centenary year and perhaps
beyond until the return of our Lord Jesus Christ, our focus
is to intensify the preaching of the Gospel.7 We are
blessed to be living in an age of technological
advancements with radio, television and the internet. All
these have become tools through which more people are
reached with little or no physical contact, thus reducing
the risk of physical attack by those who oppose. Our
Fellowship Outreach Committee has recorded
encouraging results in this area of work leading to
planting of churches of God.
References: (1) Park, JJ, The Churches of God, their origin and
development in the 20th century  (2) Acts 17:22-23  (3) 2 Tim.
1:7  (4) 1 John 5:21  (5) 1 Tim. 4:1  (6) 1 Thes. 1:9  (7) 2 Tim.
4:2                                                     Bible quotations from ESV
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In Acts 9:2 and Acts 22:4 believers are termed,
‘the Way’. Why don’t those in churches of God
today instead call themselves by that name?
A reasonable answer would be, it is because the name
‘churches of God’ seems to have been the usual choice of
the Apostles, recorded in the Bible, and best describes
local gatherings of disciples. The Way is only used
similarly in just three chapters in Acts1, whereas ‘church’,
or ‘churches’, occurs well over 100 times, appearing in
most New Testament books, right through to Revelation.
A second aspect is that in New Testament times ‘the
Way’ seems to have mainly been what unbelievers called
followers of Christ. However, we should not dismiss the
question too lightly, since it raises some important issues.

First, we should ask if there were in early times two
different groups, one called ‘the Way’ and another ‘the
churches of God’? The answer to that would seem to be
clear: they described exactly the same people. A
comparison of Acts 8:3, Gal.1:13 and Acts 9:2 leaves
little room for doubt. Paul did not have the problem we
experience today, of multiple denominations causing
confusion; he normally used the unqualified term ‘the
church’2 and everyone knew who he meant in any
particular location.

Why then were the same people called both ‘the church’
and ‘the Way’? Is there something to be learned about
distinctive meanings of these words? Anyone looking up
‘church’ in the original language of the New Testament
should reach the conclusion: church (Gk: ekklésia) means
‘called out from’, and thus an assembly of called out
people. In its early uses, it applied to people who, as Jews,
had to make the toughest decision about Jesus: to
recognize He was indeed Messiah, “… the Christ, the Son
of the living God”.3 They were then baptized to evidence
they had, so to speak, changed sides from being formerly
followers of Moses to being disciples of Christ. After
being called out from their previous religious association
they became numbered with fellow believers in the new
‘church’. This process is very evident in Acts 2:36-42.
Subsequently, Gentiles too left their idolatry and
worldliness and were ‘called out’ of all that, to be part of
this new church.4 The ‘church of God’ that Paul
persecuted was a very visible, tangible reality, with
known meeting places.5

What can we learn, then, regarding why people in a
church of God formed part of what was termed by some
‘the Way’? At first sight, that name also has attractive
features. ‘The way of the Lord’ had been a quite frequent
Old Testament expression.6 Thus expanded, it occurs also
in Acts 18:25-26 i.e., ‘the way of the Lord’, and ‘the way
of God’. And Peter refers to the ‘way of truth’.7

Fundamentally, the Lord Jesus Christ said He is “the
way”,8 speaking in context of a believer’s access to the
Father’s house. And of special interest is the spiritual
truth of God’s provision of a ‘way into the holies’ in
heaven for His gathered people to draw near to Him.9
Notwithstanding these appealing lines of truth, it seems
most likely that in Acts, the term ‘the Way’ was not
always reflecting such biblical uses. Rather, it resulted
simply from disciples of Christ in churches of God
becoming noticeably different in their activities and their
dedication to following their new leader; they were going
a different way. To Jews who stood in obstinate and
perhaps ignorant denial of this new movement’s claims,
they were a segment of the Jews who had become a force
to be recognized, and opposed. The first use of ‘the Way’
to describe disciples of Christ10 occurs while the new
movement was still Jewish, before there were any
Gentiles in the churches of God. Most of Paul’s later uses
of the term are in the context of a Jewish audience. Even
in Acts 19:23, though we find idol-worshipping Gentiles
using the term, they are doing so in opposition to those
they see as Jews.11 The Way was evidently not used by
the Apostles as a preferred alternative name for the
churches of God.

Our conclusion is the term ‘churches of God’ is biblical
and meaningful, equally relevant to Jewish and Gentile
Christian gatherings.

References: (1) Acts 19:9,23; 24:14,22 in addition to the
references already noted  (2) Phil. 3:6  (3) Mat. 16:16
NKJV  (4)  Eph. 2:11-13; Acts 11:1-18; 1 Thes. 1:9-10
Much more could be said about the different uses of the
term ‘church’, and as we read through the New Testament
it becomes increasingly clear that the term ‘church of
God’ has a tighter definition, and a distinctly localized
one, compared to the ‘the church, which is His body’ used
in reference to the spiritual standing of all born-again
believers.  (5) Acts 8:3; 20:20  (6) e.g. Jdgs. 2:22; Prov.
10:29; Is. 40:3; Jer. 5:5  (7) 2 Pet. 2:2  (8) John 14:6
(9) Heb. 9:8  (10) Acts 9:2  (11) Acts 19:34

Can you help me with this?
Geoff Hydon, Mount Forest, Canada
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Problem places

Egypt
Stephen Hickling, Birmingham, England

Land of slavery or land of
prosperity?
In the Pentateuch, and also in the
Prophets, Egypt is commonly
designated the land of slavery1 and,
perhaps, slavery is the problem that
we would most readily associate
with that land. For the Jews, the
annual commemoration of the
Exodus in the feasts of Unleavened
Bread and Passover would surely
bring to mind the 430 years of
servitude that their ancestors endured
at the hands of the Egyptians.

But Egypt was also a land of plenty,
a refuge in times of famine, and a
place where the sons of Jacob
experienced something of the
covenant promises made to their
fathers – they were fruitful
(experiencing material prosperity)
and increased in number there.
Indeed, it was in the incubator of
Egypt, carefully segregated in the
district of Goshen,2 that God made
Jacob into a great nation: twelve
sons went down to Egypt, a family
numbering 70 in all;3 twelve tribes
emerged in the Exodus, a nation
numbering in the millions! God
would later renew the promise of
fruitfulness and numerical increase
to His covenant people4 in
connection with their occupation of
the land of promise. But long before
they came to Sinai, in Egypt, the
land of their slavery, God began to
fulfil His promise to make them a
nation as innumerable as the sand on
the seashore.

Brought in to be brought out
When Israel arrived at Sinai, God
revealed Himself to them as their
great redeemer: the one who, by
mighty hand and outstretched arm,
had brought them out of Egypt, out
of the land of slavery.5

Such is the significance of their
deliverance out of Egypt, we
might easily miss the fact that it
was by the hand of divine
providence that they were first
brought into Egypt. Joseph’s
insight is instructive in this
regard; he grasped that it was
ultimately God, not his brothers,
who had brought him to that
land.6

We might ask why God would
bring His chosen ones to a place
where they would be enslaved
and oppressed? Surely the
answer, in part, was that God
would have opportunity to glorify
Himself as their deliverer and
that, in their release from Egypt’s
chains and its idolatry,7 there would
be the instructive power to teach,
both them and us, of the necessity of
deliverance from captivity to sin.

For he has rescued us from the
dominion of darkness and
brought us into the kingdom of
the Son he loves.8

Murmuring
Perhaps the real problem with Egypt,
then, lies not in the fact that it was
the land of slavery and idolatry, but
in Israel’s failure to remember it as
such!

Egypt, with all its affluence, set up
the period of wilderness testing that
followed Israel’s deliverance from
captivity. Stripped of material
comforts, would God’s people love
the Lord their God for Himself
alone? Having been brought out of
Egypt, they were never to go back.9
Sadly, we know they repeatedly
failed the tests, fondly remembering
Egypt as a land flowing with milk
and honey,10 and murmuring against
Moses and against the Lord.

How thankful we should be that
God’s unique Son succeeded where

Israel failed. He too was preserved in
Egypt before being called out to face
wilderness trials, through which He
demonstrated true love for God with
all His heart, soul and strength.11

How sad if we, whose eyes have
been opened to a greater redemption
by far than Israel knew, were to long
for the land of our affliction12 and
desire it even above the God who has
brought us to Himself.

References: (1) At least fifteen times,
e.g. Ex.13:3  (2) Segregation was a
feature of Egyptian society, quite
unlike the intermingling that was
characteristic of the land of Canaan.
It was, no doubt, used by God to
further the growth of his chosen
people at this formative phase in
their development.  (3) Acts 7:14 (75
including Joseph’s family in Egypt)
(4) Gen. 15:5; 22:15-18; Lev. 26:9;
Heb. 11:12  (5) Mic. 6:4  (6) Gen.
45:8; 46:3; 50:20  (7) e.g. Ezek.
20:6-8  (8) Col. 1:13  (9) Deut.
17:16; 28:68  (10) Num. 16:13
(11) Mat. 2:15; 22:36-39; Deut.6:5;
8:2  (12) Gen. 41:52; 1 Cor. 10:1-11

Bible quotations from NIV
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The purpose of the Holy Spirit
In the gospel accounts and the Acts of
the Apostles we see the Holy Spirit
being given as a gift to those who
profess their belief in the Lord Jesus
Christ, as the Lord had foretold in the
upper room discourse: “And I will ask
the Father, and he will give you
another Helper, to be with you
forever”.1 The purpose of this being
that the disciples of Jesus might have
their function changed into being His
witnesses.2

Their role as disciples had been to
attach themselves to the Lord Jesus,
literally following Him as He
travelled; now they were to go out
into the world in every direction,
speaking of Him independently.
Except, not independently – there is
no sense in which they were to take
up what had been taught them and to
start forging their own truth out of it,
relying on their own skills of
interpretation and public speaking to
gain an audience. Rather, that sense
of complete dependence and
subjection that they knew as disciples
was to be retained completely, but
without the physical presence of the
Lord Jesus. Therefore, the Holy Spirit
was given to help with that
discipline.3

The unity of the Holy Spirit
But there was another aspect of the
gift of the Holy Spirit that was useful
at the dawn of the New Testament
era: it was not just those who had
been disciples of Jesus during His
earthly ministry who would receive
the gift of the Holy Spirit, but all who
believed in the name of Jesus Christ
for the forgiveness of sins.4 This had
initially been seen in the Jews who
had gathered in Jerusalem and heard
Peter’s teaching there, but was also
then obviously seen in the Gentiles
and those who believed in God in
other nations.5 While the idea that the

call of God to salvation is made
indiscriminately of ethnicity is basic
to us today, it was a major point of
contention to that first generation of
Christians, that had to be repeatedly
addressed. For Peter, it was seeing the
gift of the Holy Spirit being given to
Gentiles that clinched the argument
for good.6 Likewise, Paul talks of the
‘unity of the Spirit’, because there is
‘one body and one Spirit’,7 with the
effect that all who believe (and
therefore receive the gift of the Sprit)
are brought together into the singular
‘church the body’. The question of
the differences between Jewish and
Gentile believers was settled by the
gift of the Spirit: given equally to
both, there is no difference between
the two.8

Sealed with the Holy Spirit
One other doctrine that is confirmed
by the gift of the Spirit is that of our
eternal security. This can be simply
demonstrated from Paul’s letter to the
Ephesians: In him you also, when you
heard the word of truth, the gospel of
your salvation, and believed in him,
were sealed with the promised Holy
Spirit, who is the guarantee of our
inheritance until we acquire
possession of it, to the praise of his
glory.9 The confirmation that this

relates to a future day is given in
chapter 4,10 and so the gift of the
Spirit is a wonderful reassurance that
the promise of deliverance that we
have received from Christ is
guaranteed.

The Spirit gives to us
But while we’ve been focusing so far
on the giving of the Holy Spirit to a
Christian believer, the Holy Spirit is
fully God, and therefore has the same
giving attribute of character. Indeed,
one of the earliest mentions of His
work in the New Testament is in His
giving to enable the witnessing work
of the disciples: “the Holy Spirit will
teach you in that very hour what you
ought to say.”11 The giving that
enables preaching is continued, not
just for the apostles, but for all those
who preach the gospel – both in the
words to preach and the bold manner
required.12

The giving of truth
That sense of complete subjection to
Christ’s teaching that we mentioned
initially (instead of individual
interpretation) is again something
enabled by the gifts given to us by the
Holy Spirit: He gives guidance by
means of our conscience. Paul could
justify the teaching that he had
written to the Romans because it
came by the Holy Spirit: I am
speaking the truth in Christ – I am
not lying; my conscience bears me
witness in the Holy Spirit.13 The
writer to the Hebrews similarly
speaks about the interpreting of what
has been written also,14 proving the
Holy Spirit’s complete involvement
in the revealing of Christ to those
who believe.15 Finally, Paul also
considers the totality of the revealed
truth that has come to us, ‘the pattern
of sound words’ (or teaching), as a
gift that has been entrusted to us,
which we are to guard by the power
of the Holy Spirit.16

The giving God

The Spirit
Michael Johnston, Kirkintilloch, Scotland

That sense of
complete dependence

and subjection that
they knew as

disciples was to be
retained completely,

but without the
physical presence of

the Lord Jesus.
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The giving of gifts
In 1 Corinthians 12, Paul deals with
several of the other gifts given to us,
and while he’s emphasising the
equality of the gifts in terms of status,
he makes it abundantly clear that
they’re all coming from the Holy
Spirit, the singular person given to the
many believers in the church the body
of Christ. Peter calls this giving
God’s varied grace, and reminds us
of the end goal that in everything God
may be glorified through Jesus
Christ.17 We should be completely
unsurprised at how well that ties in
with the purpose of the gift of the
Holy Spirit of enabling a disciple
lifestyle without the presence of the
Lord Jesus: the gifts that are to be
used in ministering to one another are
indeed ways that will affirm our
discipleship, because we are engaged
in loving one another.18

Filled with the Holy Spirit
There are points in the Acts where
there are special occurrences of the
activity of the Holy Spirit where a

person is very much ‘taken up in the
moment’ and does something that
they’d perhaps not have done under
ordinary circumstances. The earliest
instances of the preaching of the
apostles are marked by this, as is
Paul’s conflict with Elymas the
magician and Stephen’s testimony
before his death.19 Reading this, we
might be given to the idea that the
Spirit appears temporarily to aid
someone as He did for Samson,20 and
we might even think that this is
therefore an experience that has been
left behind along with the miracles
that marked the divine origin of New
Testament teaching. However, this is
not the case. Stephen is a good
example because, long before his
dramatic trial, he was a man full of
faith and the Holy Spirit.21 From this
reference to everyday life, we can
remain confident that the gift of the
Holy Spirit does not come and go,
and that our salvation in Christ is
continually guaranteed.

It does highlight the fact that the
measure to which the Holy Spirit is
driving matters in a person’s life is
subject to fluctuations: even Peter,
given the permanent presence of the
Holy Spirit and having experienced
so many of these ‘heights’ of
experience, was capable of forgetting
what he had learned and becoming
fearful again, needing to be

reprimanded during his visit to
Antioch for fearing the judgement of
the Jews there.22 Therefore Paul
exhorts the Ephesians: understand
what the will of the Lord is ... be filled
with the Spirit ... submitting to one
another out of reverence for Christ.23

Consciously engaging in the activities
of Bible Study and prayer that the
Holy Spirit elevates, brings us into
line with His purpose in enabling our
dependence on and subjection to
Christ, and will fill us with the
boldness needed to live a life that
exemplifies that of a disciple of the
Lord Jesus, So we can confidently
say, “The Lord is my helper; I will
not fear; what can man do to me?”24

References: (1) John 14:16  (2) Acts
1:8  (3) John 14:26; 15:26  (4) Acts
2:38  (5) Acts 10:45; 19:6  (6) Acts
15:7-11  (7) Eph. 4:3,4  (8) See the
link in Galatians 3 between receiving
the Spirit in v.2 and his conclusion in
v. 28  (9) Eph. 1:13-14  (10) Eph.
4:30  (11) Luke 12:12  (12) 1 Pet.
1:12; Acts 4:31  (13) Rom. 9:1
(14) Heb. 9:8; 10:15-16  (15) 1 Cor.
2:10  (16) 2 Tim. 1:14  (17) 1 Pet.
4:10-11  (18) John 13:35  (19) Acts
2:4-14; 4:8; 7:55; 13:9  (20) Judg.
14:6,19; 15:14  (21) Acts 6:5
(22) Gal. 2:11-12  (23) Eph. 5:17-21
(24) Heb. 13:6

Bible quotations from ESV

13

It was not just
those who had

been disciples of
Jesus during His
earthly ministry

who would receive
the gift of the Holy
Spirit, but all who

believed in the
name of Jesus
Christ for the

forgiveness of sins.



14

We live in unprecedented times. For
those of us who are younger than 100
years, we have never seen the world
in such turmoil and distress. We
usually think that when an event
happens in one part of the world, we
most likely will not feel the impact in
our part of the world. Who knew
where Wuhan, China, was, or
anything about the food markets or
customs that allow the consumption
of exotic and strange animals? Are
there biolabs that have the potential of
human destruction with less than
stringent controls to prevent a virus
from escaping?

We may never know the full story,
but we can all see the result of a
microscopic virus and its impact on a
vulnerable world. In some senses, it
has no discrimination as to whose life
it impacts: rich or poor, famous or
unknown, young or old. The old seem
much more susceptible to a fatal
ending, and the heartbreak and loss
permeates through extended families.
In the U.S. we have experienced more
deaths than any country (now over
100,000). With a population of 350
million, we experience large numbers
of deaths each year with the common
flu virus, but this Covid-19 pandemic
has brought our country and the
world to its knees. In a real sense,
there are people in many countries on

their knees, pleading to the God of all
creation for mercy and help in these
trying times.

This is not the first pandemic. In
1347-1352, Europe experienced what
is known as the Black Death, which
killed at least tens of millions of
people. The disease, caused by
bacteria and originating in Asia, was
transported via ships and infected
many areas of Europe.

A more recent pandemic was the
Spanish flu of 1918-1919. This was a
viral infection and it is estimated that
the death toll may have been as high
as 100 million. In Colorado we had
over 50,000 infections and 8,000
deaths, and back then we were a very
small state in the United States. What
we should all learn is that all the
wealth and riches of this world cannot
protect against a micro virus that
can’t be seen by the natural eye.

Our future and hope do not depend on
the uncertainty of a dying world, but
on the certainty of the living Christ.
Paul asks the question in Romans 8:
Who will separate us from the love of
Christ?1 Christians had gone through
many difficult experiences including
tribulation, distress, persecution,
famine, nakedness, peril and death by
sword. Their world would have felt
like it was coming apart and may

have caused them to even question
their faith. But Paul states it so
clearly, For I am convinced that
neither death, nor life, nor angels,
nor principalities, nor things present
nor things to come, nor powers, nor
height, nor depth, nor any other
created thing, will be able to separate
us from the love of God which is in
Christ Jesus our Lord.2 We are not
exempt from the stress and distress of
our times, but our confidence is not in
ourselves but in Him, the one who
has overwhelmingly conquered for
us.

Solomon said,

That which has been is that which
will be,

and that which has been done is
that which will be done.

So there is nothing new under the
sun.3

God used a plague in the Old
Testament as a corrective tool in
dealing with the rebellious nation of
Israel. Moses said to Aaron, “Take
your censer and put in it fire from the
altar, and lay incense on it; then
bring it quickly to the congregation
and make atonement for them, for
wrath has gone forth from the LORD,
the plague has begun!”4 Is the world
experiencing judgement? Or is this
simply another demonstration of the
fallen creation due to sin? Peter
encourages first century Christians
(and now us) with these words:
…even though now for a little while,
if necessary, you have been distressed
by various trials, so that the proof of
your faith being more precious than
gold which is perishable, even though
tested by fire, may be found to result
in praise and glory and honor at the
revelation of Jesus Christ.5

References: (1) Rom 8:35  (2) Rom.
8:38-39  (3) Eccles. 1:9  (4) Num.
16:46  (5) 1 Pet. 1:6-7

Bible quotations from NASB
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Personal story

God answers prayer
An interview with Jo Johnson, Buckhaven, Scotland

How did you first come to realize
something was wrong with you?
In 2015, I was enjoying the freedom
of early retirement, pursuing
personal interests, including writing
for Golden Bells calendar, book
design and oil painting. I often took
an hour’s break after lunch to walk
in the countryside near my home.

Around the Spring of 2017, my
lower legs began to swell during the
day, making it uncomfortable to
walk. When I pressed the skin, it left
a dent! My doctor discovered I was
losing massive amounts of protein
and referred me to a renal consultant
who, after completing a kidney
biopsy, suspected a blood disorder
named Amyloidosis. He referred me
to a haematology consultant, who
conducted a (painful!) bone marrow
biopsy. This confirmed a diagnosis
of latent Myeloma (blood cancer)
and Amyloidosis. I was sent for a
special type of scan at the NAC
(National Amyloidosis Centre) in the
Royal Free Hospital, London. This
confirmed that I had AL
Amyloidosis – a build-up of mis-
folded protein cells which impairs
the function of the kidneys.

Can you please explain the
implications of that diagnosis?
Thanks to the good hand of God
upon me, the condition was
diagnosed early. Fifteen years ago,
doctors could do little to help.
However, due to research by a
Jewish doctor, Professor Sir Mark
Pepys, the progress of this condition
can now be arrested by a 6-month
course of chemotherapy and, in
younger fit patients, an autologous
stem cell transplant (SCT).

How was your Christian faith a
support for you?

I had strong reservations about
chemotherapy and, while undergoing
treatment, explored alternative,
naturopathy options. After only four
months of chemotherapy, I had
achieved a 100% ‘complete
response’ to the treatment.

When the doctor warned that SCT
treatment had severe side effects, I
wrestled all night in prayer with such
scriptures as, in nothing be
anxious…1 and sufficient unto the
day is the evil thereof.2 Finally, I
said: “Lord, this is too much for me
to deal with. You’ll have to carry
this burden for me.” Next morning
the reading on the Golden Bells
calendar  was one I’d previously sent
in: “Behold, I am the LORD, the
God of all flesh. Is anything too hard
for me?”3

My good friend and brother in the
Lord, Martin Notman, whom God
has preserved since he had a kidney
transplant nearly 50 years ago,
phoned me when I returned from a
final check-up in London. The
consultant there had told me that my
best option was a stem cell
transplant. I was still seriously
considering the alternative medicine
route. Martin said, “I believe the
Lord is going to bring you through
this. I think you should go ahead
with stem cell therapy.” Next
morning the reading on the calendar
was another of the ones I had
compiled!

Here it is: ‘The LORD said to Moses,
“Why do you cry to me? Tell the
people of Israel to go forward.”4

‘Sometimes it is necessary to stand
still; to

‘Halt (no track discovering),
Fearful lest we go astray…’5

‘At such times it is wise to wait on
the Lord in prayer. But when the
clear direction of God comes, we

must step out in faith, being fully
persuaded that what he has promised
he is able also to do.6 Today the
clear word of the Lord is: “GO
FORWARD!”’

Unmistakably, God had spoken to
me through His Word! So I put my
hand in His, and went forward in
faith.

What was the toughest challenge
of the treatment?
The massive dose of Melphalan, a
brutal drug, given a few days before
the SCT, virtually wiped out my
immune system and made me
extremely unwell for several months
until my stem cells regenerated. I
spent several weeks in an isolation
ward in hospital. But I can say with
Paul: The Lord stood by me and
strengthened me.7

How clearly did you experience
God’s hand in the final result?
Looking back, although I suffered an
acute kidney injury during treatment,
there is no question in my mind that
God answered prayer. My ‘eGFR’
reading (a measure of kidney
function) has since risen from 12 to
60 (just inside the normal range) and
my blood results continue to be
good. I don’t know how much longer
I have to serve the Lord in this life,
but each new day is a bonus. I
believe the return of the Lord Jesus
to the air is imminent. Until that day
I want to live to His glory.
References: (1) Phil. 4:6 RV  (2) Mat.
6:34 RV  (3) Jer. 32:27  (4) Ex. 14:15
(5) T.Kelly, PHSS 340  (6) Rom. 4:21,
JN Darby  (7) 2 Tim. 4:17

Quotations from ESV unless stated
otherwise
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Mission

Remarkable survival
Brian Johnston, Leigh, England

In 1892 Churches of God again took a separate stand on
their previous constitutional basis – the foundational
teaching of the Apostles;1 experience having shown again
that it was hard, if not impossible, to reform a movement
from within. According to Dickson, cited in ‘Gathering to
His Name’2, the move began in Greenock, Scotland,
involving in total at least 100 churches, of which anything
up to 70% were in Scotland (being approximately 10% of
the parent movement there).

The first significant overseas expansion occurred when
Scottish miners emigrated to the US and Canada,
establishing churches in places such as Coal City. The
latter was short-lived, but Victoria, BC, has remained in
existence from 1898.

In AD 33, as a result of the meeting recorded in Acts 11,
nameless, but heroic, pioneers from Cyprus and Cyrene in
Africa were the first to intentionally pursue expansion in
Gentile territory at Antioch.3 Reminiscent of that, a
meeting of outreach-minded believers in churches of God
met in London in 1919, and determined to pursue
overseas Fellowship expansion with increased vigour.
Two years later, as is being traced elsewhere in this
magazine, the first church of God on the African
continent in the modern era was planted in 1921 at Lagos,
Nigeria. Today, there are 41 churches represented
throughout seven African countries.

Churches were confirmed on the Australasian continent
from 1931; and as detailed in ‘Look on the Fields’ by
A.F. Toms, an appeal from U Po San and his sisters in
Burma (Myanmar), led to Guy Jarvie’s major
involvement there (and later others) and a church being
planted in Insein in 1947. A testimony on the Indian
continent followed in 1960. Under the devoted service of
Brian Tugwell, this has developed into sixteen churches,
the latest coming on stream in February, 2020.

Search For Truth (SFT) radio broadcasts by Bob
Armstrong and Ed Neely, utilising TWR facilities, first
began from North America and bore early fruit when a
church of God resulted at Kingston, Jamaica in 1980.

UK-based SFT programs commenced airing from 1978,
and proved instrumental under God in the expansion into
other parts of the world: Ghana (1994); Belgium (1997);
and Malawi (1998).

The Fellowship’s foray into cyber-space was being
developed from 1999, and by 2002 a request for teaching
was received from the Philippines, leading to a first
planting there at Tagum City in 2004. Throughout

Mindanao, the large southern island of the archipelago,
there are now ten churches.

While the internet has proved fruitful as an outreach
medium in parts of Asia; radio continues to serve the
Fellowship better in Africa. Through correspondence with
SFT listeners from 2006 onwards, cautious progress was
made until a church was planted at Chegutu, Zimbabwe in
2018, with two more at Mwanakhu and Nyzerera in
Malawi in 2019. These latter are close to the Mozambican
border, and believers there – some patiently waiting since
visits by Bernard French some 20 years earlier – were
finally planted at Mutarara. In sixteen months, such is the
thirst in Zambesi province, the church has more than
doubled in numbers (236) and now exists in three
companies. There is much potential and a South East
Central African (SECA) proto-district of Zimbabwe,
Malawi and Mozambique has been formed, sharing also
common borders and (in part) languages.

Meanwhile, electronic communications, and as directed
by the Fellowship’s Mailing Centre, led to Nigerian
brethren establishing two churches in Kenya in 2016, with
revival of a church testimony in Liberia from 2012.

As is at once visually apparent, some 60% of the modern
Fellowship is Afro-Asiatic. It has possibly been in
existence considerably longer than the ‘Apostolic times’
Fellowship of the 1st century. Remarkable! Because
there’s nothing ‘attractive’ in what it offers – only the
sober conviction of an intentional Biblical pattern for
‘doing church’. And this, despite Paul’s realism in 2 Tim.
4:2-3. Western church closures preclude any
triumphalism, but God’s grace has ensured a global
community in the Churches of God.
References: (1)  Eph. 2:20  (2) T.Grass, Gathering to His Name,
Paternoster Press 2006  (3) Acts 11:20
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