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From the Editors’ desk
I left the house this morning carrying today’s calendar
verse with me – we look not at the things which are
seen, but at the things which are not seen; for the
things which are seen are temporal, but the things
which are not seen are eternal (2 Cor. 4:18). This is
part of a flow of thought that runs through much of the
letter, contrasting the New Covenant (which Paul
described as ‘the ministry of the Spirit’) with the Old
(which he describes as the ‘ministry of death’) – the
Old passing away, the New glorious and eternal. The
Lord the Spirit leads us into the kind of living quoted
above in 2 Corinthians 4:18. As we move in step with
the Spirit, we increasingly learn the value of the unseen
in our lives.

The role of the Spirit and appreciation of the unseen
underpins much of the content of NT – in this issue, as
in others. It is the Spirit who leads us into the peace and
justice of the Kingdom, who brings power to the
preaching of the word and grows the activity of the
churches around the world, who guides earnest prayer,
who enables real forgiveness, and who leads us to
humility and the washing of one another’s feet. All of
this and more is covered in the pages that follow – as
well a deep dive into the Holy Spirit as seen in John’s
writing – majoring on the abundance of life that comes
through Him.
It is my prayer that as you explore the articles here, the
Spirit will guide you into the preciousness of looking at
the things which are not seen.
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Paul addressed his two letters to the Corinthians to the
church of God that is in/at Corinth as seen in the opening
verses of each epistle. We will discuss step by step the
benefits and characteristics of this group of people
described as the Church of God. In what follows we will
illustrate how the same features of the first Church of
God at Jerusalem were again to be seen in the Church of
God at Corinth. Repetition like this plainly shows us that
this is a pattern to be followed everywhere until now. In
following the steps below, we will draw all our main
references from Paul’s first letter to Corinth.

Step one: To begin with, Paul said, they were sanctified
in Christ Jesus, which means the believers were set apart
in a special relationship with Christ Jesus: you were
sanctified ... you were justified in the name of the Lord
Jesus.1 A believer’s former way of life is to be changed
from the time of his or her acceptance of the Lord Jesus
as Saviour: the time of their ‘receiving the word’.2 The
Corinthians had certainly received and believed the
Gospel.3 They were now to live out the truth that they
were called to be saints,4 or were ‘saints by calling’, as
those having been sanctified in the truth.5

Step 2: 1 Corinthians 1:12-17 shows clearly that all of
the church were baptized. Paul is thankful that it was not
he personally who had performed the baptizing, for fear
that any should put his name on a higher plane than that
of Christ. The believers obeyed the commandment of the
Lord6 and the example of Acts 2:41 was given effect.

Step 3: The Church of God in Corinth was a well-
defined entity, with an inside and an outside. So Paul
instructed that those who were behaving sinfully were to
be put out of the church (disciplined),7 with the object of
causing them to seek repentance, before they could be
added back into the church. The principle of adding
believers to the church is another of the matters
highlighted in Acts 2:41 and this was, of course, equally
practiced by the Corinthian church.

Step 4: Another feature of this group of disciples was
their steadfast adherence to the teaching of the Apostles.8
Paul received what he was teaching to them through
direct revelation from Jesus Christ.9 The local church at
Corinth continued steadfastly in that Apostles’
teaching.10

Step 5: Paul encouraged the church to maintain unity
and togetherness. For example, there was no point in a
brother speaking at that time in a tongue without an
interpreter, if the whole church could not understand
what was being said.11 This would bring disunity and
spoil church fellowship.12 Also Paul instructed members

of the church to resolve their differences among
themselves. No one should take a brother/sister to any
court of law, but rather resolve it within the church
itself.13

Step 6: Another important characteristic for the church
of God is steadfastness in the Breaking of bread.14 All
numbered in the church at Corinth came together to
function as a church for this ordinance. They were
encouraged to wait on one another so as to perform the
breaking of bread together.15 And they were also to avoid
fleshly appetites.16

Step 7: Collective prayers were practised by the
church.17 Here, by the principle of 1 Corinthians 11:2-16
women should have their heads covered; and only men,
with uncovered heads, should speak audibly in the
church prayer meeting (and in thanksgiving and praise).
Women should remain silent.18

A summary of  seven important principles of a biblical
church of God, seen in the first church at Jerusalem, and
also seen in the Church of God at Corinth, and so may be
inferred as found in every New Testament church of
God:

1. received the word
2. were baptized
3. were added to the existing church
4. continued steadfastly in the Apostles’ teaching
5. continued steadfastly in the fellowship
6. continued steadfastly in the breaking of bread
7. continued steadfastly in the prayers

Congregations of believers throughout the denominations
fail to recognize the fact that the Faith of the Lord Jesus
Christ, expressed in the teaching of the Apostles, clearly
defines the basis of gathering for His disciples during the
whole period from the Pentecost mentioned in Acts
chapter two. Not following this pattern is surely a serious
departure from the Faith.

References: (1) 1 Cor. 6:11  (2) Acts 2:41  (3) 1 Cor.
15:1-8  (4) 1 Cor. 1:2  (5) John 17:17  (6) Mat. 28:19
(7) 1 Cor. 5:13 NKJV  (8) see Acts 2:42  (9) Gal. 1:12;
see 1 Cor. 11:23  (10) 1 Cor. 3:10-11; 4:17; 7:17  (11) 1
Cor. 14:5-9  (12) 1 Cor.1:9-10  (13) 1 Cor. 6:5-8  (14) 1
Cor. 11:23-26  (15) 1 Cor. 11:33  (16) 1 Cor. 11:21,27
(17) 1 Cor. 11:4-5; 14:14-16  (18) 1 Cor. 14:34  (19)
Jude 3              Bible quotations from the ESV
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Justice and peace
The first article in this series drew attention to the link, in
both Old and New Testaments, between the words for
‘justice’ and ‘righteousness’; the Scriptures also reveal a
close connection between the words for ‘justice’ and
‘peace’. At times those terms are used interchangeably.
Viewed in parallel to justice, peace is an active rather
than a passive thing; peace is something to be pursued
rather than something that simply happens. So, in Psalm
85:10, righteousness and peace kiss each other; they go
hand-in-hand in the blessed life of God’s covenant
people on earth, as they mirror the loyal love and
faithfulness of the covenant God in heaven.1

In Isaiah 32:17, we learn that the work of righteousness
will be peace,2 which implies that peace is more than a
resulting state of tranquillity. Rather, peace is a deep
commitment to the ‘work’ of justice. Peace in action is
the pursuit of wholeness (shalom) in community through
rightly-ordered, just relationships, established on the
bedrock of God’s unchanging standard of righteousness.

Peace and the kingdom
‘Wholeness in community’ is a legitimate definition of
‘shalom’ because the baseline for our understanding of
God’s peace is our triune God Himself, eternally existing
in the perfectly-ordered, supremely harmonious
‘community’ of Father, Son and Holy Spirit. God’s
kingdom is, then, an extension of the blessings of this
divine community to God’s creation – to men and
women who, according to the riches of God’s mercy, are
called into fellowship with Him to experience and to
express His shalom.

God’s covenants provide the framework of law and love
in which relational shalom can be pursued and, indeed,
guaranteed. This is why God’s covenant is sometimes
characterised as a ‘covenant of peace’.3 It is through the
covenants that God promises His peace to His people,4
whom He has gathered to Himself and set apart for His
own glory – relational wholeness with God and with one
another that proclaims the excellencies of God’s name.

The glory of God dwelling among His people,
manifested in the glory cloud under the old covenant, is a
confirmatory witness to the presence of divinely-
ordained shalom.5 That is why God’s house, the locus of
the shekinah glory, is regarded as the focal point of
God’s peace.6 God’s kingdom, another term associated
with His covenant, is the realm in which God’s peace is
both enjoyed and pursued by His covenant people as they

serve Him in His house. Peace, together with
righteousness and joy, is the very substance of God’s
kingdom,7 a way of life that sacrifices individual
preference for the edification of the community, making
every effort to do what leads to peace.8

Justice and the kingdom
Given the overlap we have observed between peace and
the work of justice, we should expect the themes of
justice and God’s kingdom to be linked in the Scriptures.
And, frequently, they are! There’s an interplay between
the eschatological reality of God’s shalom and justice, to
be enjoyed in their fullness in the millennial and then the
eternal kingdom, and the current work of God’s holy
people in giving expression to that reality in kingdom life
today.

In Psalm 82, we are transported to the unseen realm, to
the highest court of justice, to witness God judging the
spiritual rulers to whom He had entrusted the
administration of the nations. The reason for God’s
scathing judgment upon them is their perversion of
justice, their favouritism of the wicked and their neglect
of the vulnerable in the kingdoms that had been entrusted
to their care.9 The abuse of power and the sad plight of
the oppressed is a depressingly consistent theme
throughout the kingdoms of human history right up to the
present day. As Augustine observed: ‘Justice being taken
away, then, what are kingdoms but great robberies?’10

The true God, who delights in exercising justice on earth,
was zealous to reveal a better way and, to that end, He
required a nation of His own special possession.

Indeed, it was for the sake of justice that, following the
Babel event, God called Abraham and promised to make
from him a nation – a nation and a kingdom unlike any

Justice

Justice and God’s kingdom
Stephen Hickling, Birmingham, England
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other and through which all other nations on earth would
be blessed.

God said:

“For I have chosen him, that he may command his
children and his household after him to keep the way
of the LORD by doing righteousness and justice, so
that the LORD may bring to Abraham what he has
promised him”.11

God’s choice was for the purpose of working God’s
justice in order that God’s blessings might come to the
whole earth. That’s the defining concept of the holy
nation.

“But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all
these things will be given to you as well.”12 The work of
justice, then, is not an optional extra for the people of
God, but their essential priority. The pursuit of the
kingdom, a commitment to experience the rule of God in
a community life which both expresses God’s shalom
within its borders and extends it to the nations, is bound
up with a passion for righteousness and justice.

The proclamation of the gospel of the kingdom must be
supported by the evidence of a people who hunger and
thirst for justice in all their relationships, especially on
behalf of the quartet of the vulnerable so dear to God’s
heart: the widow, the orphan, the immigrant and the
poor.13

Justice and the king
Historians tell us that in the ancient Near East, the
concept of divine justice was inextricably linked to the
edict of the king, since human kings were regarded either
as divine or divinely appointed. Justice, for many in the
ancient Near East, was inseparable from law, which was
brought into effect by royal pronouncement. It isn’t hard
to imagine how those invested with such power could
abuse their position.

The witness of the Old Testament stands in contrast to
the customs of the ancient Near East in that the measure
of righteousness for Israel was not the word of the king
but the word of God, spoken through His prophets.
Nonetheless, Israel’s king would be central to the
administration of justice among God’s people in
accordance with God’s revealed standard of lawfulness.

A millennium after Abraham, the covenantal promise of
blessing was refocused from the nation as a whole to one
of the nation’s great kings, to Solomon, in particular.14

Attributed to Solomon, Psalm 72 is a prayer for the king
to be endowed with divine ability to judge righteously.
The psalmist anticipates the blessings of prosperity and
peace that flow from such a righteous rule, in which the
oppressed are defended and the oppressor is crushed.

To some extent, the psalm may be descriptive of
Solomon’s reign. For, following her investigation of
Solomon’s splendour and glory, the Queen of Sheba
praised Israel’s God, saying:

“Because of the LORD’S eternal love for Israel, he
has made you king to maintain justice and
righteousness”.15

Surely, though, the Psalmist looked forward, as indeed
the prophets did, to one far greater than Solomon, “a
King who will reign wisely and do what is right and just
in the land”,16 a King who would reign on David’s
throne eternally, establishing and upholding it with
justice and righteousness from that time on and forever.17

In this context, the title ‘Prince of Peace’18 should
perhaps be understood as the ‘Bringer of Justice’. Since
the sceptre of His kingdom is a sceptre of justice,19 there
will be no end to the greatness of His kingdom and to the
peace that accompanies the return of the King to this
earth.20

The Lord Jesus Christ is the figure described in Isaiah
11:1-5, who will inaugurate His millennial kingdom, a
just and peaceable kingdom in which the wolf will live
with the lamb.21 After that 1,000-year reign, the curse of
sin will be fully and finally removed, death itself will be
thrown into the lake of fire, and the restoration of God’s
shalom will be complete.

Though the King has already ascended the throne, we
long for the day when His enemies will be made a
footstool for His feet, the brokenness of injustice will be
done away with, and abiding peace will reign in
righteousness.22 In keeping with his promise we are
looking forward to a new heaven and a new earth, where
righteousness dwells.23

References: (1) Ps. 85:10-12; Mat. 6:10  (2) NASB
(3) Num. 25:12; Eze. 34:25; 37:26  (4) Ps. 85:8; Ps.
29:11  (5) Ps. 85:8-9  (6) Hag. 2:7-9  (7) Rom. 14:17
(8) Rom. 14:19  (9) Ps. 82:2-4  (10) Augustine of Hippo.
‘The City of God’, chapter 4.  (11) Gen. 18:19 ESV
(12) Mat. 6:33  (13) Zec. 7:9-10  (14) Ps. 72:17  (15) 1
Kin. 10:9  (16) Jer. 23:5  (17) Is. 9:7  (18) Is. 9:6  (19) Ps.
45:6-7; 99:4; Heb. 1:8-9  (20) Is. 9:7  (21) Is. 11:6
(22) Is. 60:17  (23) 2 Pet. 3:13

Bible quotations from NIV 2011 unless otherwise stated.
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The last Bible letter that Paul wrote, imprisoned in chains
and possibly shortly before his martyrdom in Rome, was
written not to a church or churches but to his apprentice
and protégé Timothy. The conclusion to Timothy, the
culmination of his writings and encouragement and
example to his beloved, true child in the faith1 was this:
preach the word.

I charge you in the presence of God and of Christ
Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, and by
his appearing and his kingdom: preach the word; be
ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke,
and exhort, with complete patience and teaching. For
the time is coming when people will not endure
sound teaching, but having itching ears they will
accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own
passions…2

Paul’s solemn charge to Timothy was not merely a
suggestion but the entrusting of a sincere, serious and
urgent command, made in the presence of God and in
anticipation and preparation for the Lord’s return. This
would entail working with fellow overseers in faithfully
implementing Paul’s counsel.

After spending years working in Ephesus himself, Paul
had then asked Timothy to serve in the church of God in
Ephesus, and charged him to address problems and
divisiveness there by confronting and correcting certain
teachers; those making confident but incorrect assertions.
His first letter was to help equip Timothy and the church
to aim for love that issues from a pure heart and a good
conscience and a sincere faith.3 Paul encourages
Timothy that the way to achieve this aim is to command
and teach the words of faith and good doctrine, to set an
example, and to devote himself to the public reading of
scripture, to exhortation, to teaching.4 He is to immerse
himself in these things.

This second letter, probably written a few years later,
continues to address these ongoing problems in the local
church and the solution is still the same – preach the
word.

Strengthened by the grace that is in Christ Jesus, Timothy
is called by Paul not to be ashamed of the gospel, or his
chains, but to look on the duty, dedication and diligence
of the soldier, the athlete and the farmer, and ultimately
to remember Jesus Christ as preached in Paul’s gospel.
For His sake Paul may be suffering and bound in chains,
but the word of God is not bound!5

Paul knew that from childhood Timothy was acquainted
with the Word of God available at the time, the sacred

writings of the Old Testament, able to make you wise for
salvation through faith in Christ Jesus, and Paul goes on
to say: All scripture is breathed out by God and
profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and
for training in righteousness, that the man of God may be
complete, equipped for every good work.6

So, it’s clear to see that the importance and efficacy of
God’s Word is fundamental and runs throughout the core
of Paul’s divinely-breathed advice to his dear child in the
faith – and by extension also to each one of us today.

The context of the external and internal pressures that the
Ephesian church was facing is similar to the pressures we
face today. Paul said, understand this, that in the last
days there will come times of difficulty,7 and the ensuing
list of traits is increasingly visible and evident. Those
around us seem ever less willing to understand Scripture
as the divinely inspired Word of God, and less tolerant of
those who would preach it.

What about us, and our brothers and sisters? Do we still
have the appetite to ‘endure’ and enjoy sound teaching
for our hearts,8 or do our ears itch for things that are
more palatable, even if more insubstantial, lightweight
and fleeting?

The solemn charge to preach the word is as important
and urgent for us today as it was for Timothy nearly
2,000 years ago – to be immersed in it, to be prepared for
the good times and the tough times; for scheduled
meetings and unscheduled opportunities, to publicly
proclaim the word boldly and unashamedly, not just
repeating or conveying information but discerning and
diagnosing the need for reproving, rebuking or exhorting,
with complete patience and teaching.

References: (1) 1 Tim 1:2, 2 Tim 1:2  (2) 2 Tim 4:1-3
(3) 1 Tim 1:3-7  (4) 1 Tim 4:6,11,13  (5) 2 Tim 2:1-9
(6) 2 Tim 3:15-17  (7) 2 Tim 3:1  (8) Jer 15:16

Bible quotations from ESV

Preparing for the Lord’s return

Preach the word
Gareth Andrews, Belfast, N.Ireland
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Paul’s travel companions

Epaphras: the wrestler
Ross Osborne, Glasgow, Scotland

The Apostle Paul describes Epaphras as a beloved fellow
servant … a faithful minister of Christ1 and a servant of
Christ Jesus.2 Although Epaphras is only mentioned
three times in the Bible, these glowing commendations
mark him out as someone whose example Christians
should follow.

When writing to the Colossians, Paul refers to Epaphras
as one of you,2 which indicates he was a resident of
Colossae. Earlier in the letter, when Paul says that
believers have a hope laid up for them in heaven,3 he
mentions that the Colossians learned this good news,
which he calls the word of the truth, from Epaphras.4 It’s
possible then that Epaphras was the one who first shared
the gospel with people in Colossae and had a hand in
planting the church there. Christians often have a great
fondness and respect for the person who led them to put
their faith in the Lord Jesus; this is how the Colossians
must have felt about Epaphras.

Paul recognises that since that day when they first heard
the message, the gospel had been bearing fruit and
increasing.5 This growth and vibrancy in the Colossian
church would have been due in part to the hard work of
Epaphras as we see in Colossians 4:12. Epaphras was an
encourager! He was someone who had grasped the truths
of the Word of God, delighted in them and spent his time
sharing them with others. He was concerned – in a good
way – for the growth of disciples of the Lord Jesus. I’m
very grateful that there have been many people who have
sought to encourage me as a Christian. I trust you’ve had
people who have done the same for you. The challenge
comes, though, not only to recognise and appreciate the
helpful encouragement of these men and women,
but to also be such a person for others!

Epaphras’ positive concern for these Christians
was also expressed in his persistent prayers for
them. In this, he is said to have worked hard6 for
the Colossians. Paul commended him for always
struggling, or wrestling, on their behalf in his
prayers.2 The original Greek word used here can
mean ‘striving in warfare’. This shows just how
earnest Epaphras was as he prayed for them. We
sometimes describe people who respond to every
situation with devoted prayer as ‘prayer
warriors’; Epaphras certainly would have to be
considered to be one of those! This striving in
prayer that he exemplified seems to be exactly
what Jesus taught His disciples to do when He
told them a parable to the effect that they ought

always to pray and not lose heart.7 Do we work hard in
prayer for fellow believers?

In verse 13 we read that Epaphras not only prayed for
those in his home church, but also for those in two
neighbouring churches – he had concern for their
spiritual growth too. Isn’t it great that in our time,
through prayer-mail and social media, we can have
before us prayer requests from around the world! As well
as praying for the needs and activities of our own church,
we can pray for those of other churches and individuals.
This has mutual benefit. It means people going through
difficult times or carrying out some work for the Lord
can feel uplifted by the knowledge that many people in
many places are praying for them. It also results in those
praying being reminded that we are part of a worldwide
community, and that these really are our brothers and
sisters in Christ, even though we are physically far apart.

But it wasn’t just the quantity or range of Epaphras’
prayers that was commended; it was also their quality.
He prays that you may stand mature and fully assured in
all the will of God.2 Often we feel we ought to pray for
someone, but we don’t know how. Praying that they
would know and desire God’s will is something we can
always do, no matter the situation.

Epaphras’ few mentions are linked with the success of
the Colossian church; they show the power of thoughtful
encouragement and earnest prayer, that we should strive
in prayer and not lose heart.

References: (1) Col. 1:7  (2) Col. 4:12  (3) Col. 1:5
(4) Col. 1:7  (5) Col. 1:6  (6) Col. 4:13  (7) Luke 18:1

Bible quotations from ESV
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Of all new the New Testament writers, John is perhaps
the most explicit in declaring the reasons for which he
writes. His gospel account was written so that you may
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that
by believing you may have life in his name;1 his first
epistle that you may know that you have eternal life;2 and
Revelation to show to his (that is, the Lord Jesus’)
servants the things that must soon take place.3
Underpinning each of these purposes is a desire to ensure
John’s readers enjoy the fullness that comes from
assurance in the truth, and as we explore what John has
to tell us about the person and work of the Holy Spirit,
we find these three purposes repeated, for it is by the
Spirit that we receive the assurance of life, the
abundance of life and the heavenly appeal to look
forward to the consummation of all things in God.

The assurance of life
The first reference to the Holy Spirit in John’s writings is
found in the account of the baptism of the Lord Jesus in
the Jordan.4 The significance of the Lord’s baptism, and
of the Spirit’s appearance descending as a dove upon
Him, is emphasised by its place in all four gospel

accounts. This is he who came by water and blood, John
writes; not by the water only but by the water and the
blood. And the Spirit is the one who testifies.5 Here, John
seems to look both to the beginning and the end of the
Lord’s earthly ministry—to His baptism in water and to
the work of the cross. His baptism was the moment He
was revealed to Israel as God’s beloved Son6 and the
Lamb who had appeared to take away the sin of the
world.7 Submerged beneath the waters in a baptism of
repentance, the sinless Saviour took the sinner’s place
and confirmed His unwavering commitment to fulfil at
Calvary that eternal purpose of which His baptism was
just a symbol – that He should suffer the waters of divine
judgment, bearing the penalty for the sin of the world.
And so His unveiling was by water, but the fulfilment of
His purpose required blood, for the commitment to death
He made at the Jordan must be answered in the blood of
Calvary’s cross.

The testimony of the Spirit that day in the river was in
His descending from heaven as a dove to remain upon
the Lord. The dove reminds us of the two birds Noah
released from the ark as the floods abated. Initially, the

The Holy Spirit

Learning from John
James Needham, Birmingham, England

8
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dove returned to the ark, for she found no place to set her
foot.8 Unlike the raven, which would light on carrion, the
dove would only rest where there was life. As the
heavens parted and the Spirit descended, He found at last
a man on whom He could remain, for in him was life, and
the life was the light of men.9

As the Spirit testified of the water, He testifies of the
blood too. That testimony is universal, since it was
through the eternal Spirit that the Lord Jesus offered
Himself to God,10 and in the Spirit that He was made
alive in resurrection,11 the powerful confirmation of His
deity.12 But it is intensely personal too, and it is that
personal witness of the Spirit which the Lord described
to Nicodemus in John 3. By physical birth, Nicodemus
had received mortal life, but to enter God’s kingdom
required a spiritual rebirth into a new and eternal life.
Nicodemus had witnessed the signs the Lord Jesus had
performed, but an intellectual appreciation of His power
had to be answered in a heartfelt recognition of His
person and His purpose, and that could only be
accomplished through water and the Spirit.13 Here, as
elsewhere in the New Testament, water may speak of the
Word of God,14 by which the Holy Spirit works in the
heart of the sinner, bringing conviction of sin,
righteousness and judgment,15 and then, through the
working of faith, rebirth to new life by the washing of
regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit.16 And so,
above all else, it’s in the heart of the repentant sinner that
the Spirit testifies to the blood, and to the power of its
working in us who, according to grace, believe.

The abundance of life
This eternal life, received by means of the new birth, is
an unlimited life, because the Spirit – who gives us both
its assurance and its abundance – can be given without
measure.17 Twice in his gospel – in the scenes at Sychar’s
well and at the feast of tabernacles18 – John records the
Lord Jesus’ promise to give living water to all who come
to Him in faith, and that this water would well up within
them and overflow, pouring out of their hearts in
ceaseless supply. This he said about the Spirit,18 John
confirms, the image of the river drawing from the Psalms
the assurance of abundant delight for those who drink
from the waters of God.19

The essence of this abundant life is developed in John’s
first epistle. In chapter 2, he explains that God anoints
with the Holy Spirit all who believe on the Lord Jesus at
the time of their new birth.20 It is an anointing for
knowledge, an enablement to discern between that which
is of God and that which denies Him, so that by the pure
word of God abiding in us, we might know and obey the
truth and so abide in the Son and in the Father in full
enjoyment of the eternal life we have received.21

Abiding in God through obedience to His Word is
transformative, because it is answered by His abiding in
us,22 and if God truly abides in us He will change us to
bear the image of His Son. Christ-likeness is
demonstrable, of course, displayed in selfless love
outworked in deed and in truth.23 This transformation of

the believer’s heart is the lifelong work of the Spirit24

who assures us of God’s abiding presence by the
development and outflowing of His gracious character in
us.25

So the abundance of eternal life wells up within us by the
work of the Spirit, overflowing the limits of our mortal
lives. To those gathered in Jerusalem to remember
Israel’s abiding in makeshift booths,26 the Lord spoke of
an abundant satisfaction sourced from a far greater
abiding; and to the Samaritan at the well, the promise of
perpetual fulfilment developed into a description of a life
of true worship, uncoupled from earthly identity and
geography, a fulness flowing upwards in spirit and
truth.27 All of this is the Spirit’s work, for it is the Spirit
who gives life; the flesh is no help at all.28

The appeal of the Spirit
At the end of our Bibles, although we find John exiled on
Patmos on account of his testimony of Jesus,29 we find
the Spirit there too, still at work in the old man’s heart. It
is the Spirit who reveals to him the glory of the exalted
Christ,30 who carries him into heaven and extends his
vision to witness things which must still come to pass.31

Here He is the seven-fold Spirit before the throne,32

which many associate with the profundity of His person
described in Isaiah 11:2. In that fullness he bears witness
to the churches, both of the here and now and of what
still lies ahead. Of the present, because the Spirit knows
our every circumstance, and He appeals to us to
overcome error, stand fast for the truth and look to the
reward.33 And of the future, because He groans within us
longing for the day when the sufferings of this present
time are over and the sons of God are finally revealed.34

Then at last His current work in us will be complete, as
we reflect the Saviour whose image the Spirit yearns to
form within us.35 So John closes God’s Word with his
heart’s desire in echo of the Spirit’s glorious appeal: The
Spirit and the Bride say, “Come” … Amen. Come, Lord
Jesus!36

References: (1) John 20:31  (2) 1 John 5:13  (3) Rev. 1:1
(4) John 1:29-34  (5) 1 John 5:6  (6) John 1:31,34; Mat.
3:17  (7) John 1:29  (8) Gen. 8:9  (9) John 1:4; 1 John
1:1-2  (10) Heb. 9:14  (11) 1 Pet. 3:18 NIV; Rom. 8:11
(12) Rom. 1:4  (13) John 3:5  (14) Eph. 5:26  (15) John
16:8-11  (16) Titus 3:5  (17) John 3:34  (18) John 4:13-
14; 7:37-39  (19) Ps. 36:7-9; 65:9  (20) 1 John 2:20-27; 2
Cor. 1:21-22  (21) 1 John 2:24-25  (22) 1 John 3:24  (23)
1 John 3:16-18  (24) 2 Cor. 3:18  (25) 1 John 3:24; 4:12-
13  (26) Lev. 23:42-43; John 7:2,37  (27) John 4:23-24
(28) John 6:63  (29) Rev. 1:9  (30) Rev. 1:10-18 (for the
purpose of this article we adopt the well-accepted view
that Gk pneuma in these references means the Holy
Spirit)  (31) Rev. 4:2; 17:3; 21:10  (32) Rev. 4:5  (33)
Rev. 2:7,11,17,29; 3:6,13,22  (34) Rom. 8:18-23  (35) 1
John 3:2  (36) Rev. 22:17,20
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The latter part of Ephesians 4 provides us with one of the
clearest passages in the New Testament on spiritual
transformation to Christlikeness. Paul first outlines the
characteristics of the mind which turns in on itself (verses
17-19) – ultimately flowing from a hard heart1 which
consistently rejects the rule of God, and leads to a
callousness that embraces sensuality and the practice of
every kind of impurity with greediness.2 What is being
described is the outworking of a mind that is subordinate
to the desires of the flesh or sinful nature. This leads to
the shipwrecking of spiritual lives. Paul says: You did not
learn Christ in this way.3

‘Learning Christ’ disrupts the darkened picture that Paul
paints from verses 17-19, re-ordering lives under God.
The spirit of the mind, instead of being darkened,1 is
renewed,4 so that the old self can be laid aside,5 and the
new self put on – a new self which, in the likeness of
God, has been created in righteousness and holiness of
the truth.6 Paul sets out what this looks like in practice
from verses 25-32: speaking truth to one another, not
letting anger lead us into sin, working with integrity so
that we can share what we have if someone is in need,
speaking in ways that will build others up, and not
grieving the Holy Spirit of God through any callous
behaviours. As the chapter closes, Paul focuses in on
relational issues – the jettisoning of bitterness, wrath,
anger, slander and malice from our lives.7 These negative
things are to be replaced by what Paul describes in the
culmination of the passage: Be kind to one another,
tender-hearted, forgiving each other, just as God in
Christ has forgiven you.8

This is Paul’s climactic statement in Ephesians on what it
is to ‘learn Christ’. Paul had not invented this teaching –
he had received it from the Lord Jesus. Paul’s passage
signposts us to the Lord’s own teaching in Matthew 5-7
(a prime location for learning Christ). Here, anger and
contempt – emotions that we may naturally tend toward
when someone wrongs us, or indeed when we wrong
someone else – are to be jettisoned, and replaced by an
attitude that seeks reconciliation.9 Consider too the
Lord’s model prayer, in which He teaches us to say to the
Father, “forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven
our debtors”.10 The Lord is actively seeking to develop
this attitude in us as His students – that, as we have been
forgiven by God, we forgive others. As we pray the
Lord’s model prayer, we are committing ourselves in
prayer to being the kind of people who forgive debts of
all kinds – not holding on to the bitterness of the past, or
to old debts, or offences against us. The Lord also

describes a community of asking, seeking, and knocking,
which is met by receiving, finding, and opening.11 The
culmination of this teaching is what we sometimes call
‘the Golden Rule’ – “in everything, therefore, treat
people the same way you want them to treat you”.12 In
this reciprocal community of love (with God at its
centre), the matter of forgiving one another sits firmly
under the ‘everything’ that the Lord Jesus speaks about.

Paul’s command, by the Spirit, is to forgive one another
– just as God in Christ has forgiven you.8 How has God,
in Christ, forgiven me? On the basis of repentance, He
has forgiven me out of His infinite stores of love.13 He
has forgiven me through Christ giving Himself up for
me.14 He has forgiven me because He was completely
satisfied by Christ’s sacrifice.14 He has forgiven me, in
Christ, because I am now in Christ, and there is no
condemnation there.15

As we deal with one another, and crucially flowing out
of the radical transformation of character outlined by
Paul in the preceding verses, and by the Lord throughout
the Sermon on the Mount, we are to forgive in the same
way that God does – out of a mature character of Godly
love, in the knowledge that the Lord’s work at Calvary is
complete and that God is completely satisfied, and
knowing that we are united with our brother or sister in
Christ – where there is no condemnation.

The Lord’s teaching on forgiveness led to Peter’s
question: “How often shall my brother sin against me
and I forgive him? Up to seven times?”16 The Lord’s
answer is astounding, and the revolutionary counterpoint
to Lamech’s ancient boast of vengeance.17 “I do not say
to you, up to seven times, but up to seventy times
seven.”18 The legalist in us may proclaim that on the
491st time we should not forgive. Of course, that would
be a wilful misinterpretation of the real teaching – that,
just as Lamech stood in constant readiness to retaliate, so
we are to be in a constant disposition to forgive our
repentant brothers and sisters, just as God in Christ has
forgiven us.
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Isn’t it fascinating how language develops? ‘Social
distancing’ is now burned into our consciousness
(thanks, COVID-19!), but other phrases become
embedded without us really noticing. How about ‘out
of an abundance of caution’? It seems I’m tripping
over it regularly as a justification for a certain course
of action, by no means all COVID-related.

We used to refer to ‘erring on the side of caution’ –
implying a slightly more conservative approach to
something was regrettable but prudent, and tacitly
acknowledging it might be proven wrong. But now
we have a veritable plenitude of caution at our disposal,
why not use it? The Canadian government at one point
mandated that we social distance by 2 metres; why didn’t
I personally, out of an abundance of caution, triple it?
Why not quadruple it?

There are a few good reasons why not:

1. it might imply we know better than the rule-
makers,

2. it can paralyze us and make life unnecessarily
difficult – caution isn’t cost-free,

3. it’s probably not any more effective in dealing
with the reason for the rule,

4. it could distract us from focusing on more
worthwhile actions,

5. it could belie a culture of fear, even a lack of
faith and

6. where else do we draw the line if not at where
the facts indicate?

I suspect our new catch-phrase would have been a
favourite of the Pharisees, who not only took God’s rules
and added their own layers and interpretations onto them,
but then imposed that heavy, even paralyzing, burden on
others. Worse, this burden of outward righteousness
merely concealed inward sin and took away focus from
the weightier matters that were God’s priority – including
doing good on the Sabbath. Jesus condemned them and
offered the people His yoke that was easy and a burden
that was light, so they could live in freedom and not
fear.1

A futile pharisaical kind of mindset is always a risk.  Paul
warned the Colossians,

why … do you submit to [this world’s] rules: “Do not
handle! Do not taste! Do not touch!”? These rules,
which have to do with things that are all destined to
perish with use, are based on merely human
commands and teachings. Such regulations indeed
have an appearance of wisdom … but they lack any
value in restraining sensual indulgence.2

We should beware of an abundance of caution that has
merely the appearance of wisdom and replaces walking
by the Spirit, especially when we try to impose that
caution on others. However, don’t walk away from this
article thinking we can completely throw caution to the
wind. A sign of a mature disciple is discerning what is
just the right amount of caution in any situation; not an
unmeasured abundance – more a measured allocation.

Paul warned the Ephesians, Be very careful, then, how
you live – not as unwise but as wise.3 The thought here is
about gaining exact information with the highest level of
accuracy and in strict adherence to the facts. The same
word is used to describe the Magi’s search for the baby
Jesus4 and Luke’s research into Jesus’ life5 – in both
cases, caution was called for to ensure something of vital
importance wasn’t carelessly missed. Indeed, any careful
study of God’s Word will highlight many things about
which we need to exercise caution. The first epistle by
John warns about false teaching:

do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see
whether they are from God, because many false
prophets have gone out into the world.6

The false will appear in different culturally relevant
guises across NT’s global readership, some obvious and
others much more subtle. Some purport to be of a
religious origin7 and others not,8 but careful investigation
and strict adherence to the facts of the Bible, rather than
our emotions and what feels good, will help us to avoid
being blown about by every wind of teaching.9 Take, for
example, the underlying teaching and practices of
movements such as Hillsong and Bethel, the publishers
of many of today’s well-loved Christian songs, about
which some Christian commentators have expressed
concerns. Caution – careful listener investigation is
advised!

References: (1) Mark 3:1-6; Mat.23:23; 11:25-30
(2) Col. 2:20-23  (3) Eph. 5:15  (4) Mat. 2:8  (5) Luke 1:3
(6) 1 John 4:1  (7) Heb. 13:9  (8) Col. 2:8 (9) Eph. 4:14
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Throughout this series we have been considering the
remarkable fact that one of God’s desires is to dwell
amongst His people. Perhaps even more remarkable is
the fact that He has made the fulfilment of His desire
dependent on His people’s behaviour. If His people
choose to live in obedience to His commandments, God’s
desire can be fulfilled;1,2 if not, God, in His holiness, will
forego the desire He has to dwell amongst them.

God’s earthly dwelling destroyed
It is in those circumstances that we pick up from the
previous article in this series. Disobedience and idolatry
have led to the destruction of Jerusalem and Solomon’s
Temple at the hands of Nebuchadnezzar.3 God’s people
have been exiled into Babylon, losing the opportunity of
having Him dwell amongst them, along with the
privilege of serving Him collectively.

The importance of obedience is something that we still
need to be mindful of today. Although our salvation is
assured,4 our service within His house is conditional. The
writer to the Hebrews tells us that we are His house if
indeed we hold fast our confidence and our boasting in
our hope.5 The hope referred to here is the ‘better hope’
of Christ’s high priestly ministry6, which offers us access
to God in the inner sanctuary.7 It is a hope we are
instructed to hold fast to8 and not doing so could result in
our position as God’s house being lost.

God’s earthly dwelling restored
Sadly, we often fail to hold fast. However, in such times
we can remind ourselves that we have a gracious and
loving God who is always willing to restore us if we
repent. For the people of Israel, even before their
disobedience led to destruction of Jerusalem, Jeremiah
wrote:

“For thus says the LORD: When seventy years are
completed for Babylon, I will visit you, and I will
fulfill to you my promise and bring you back to this
place.”9

God keeps His promises. After the Babylonian empire
had fallen to Cyrus, king of Persia, a decree to allow
God’s people to return and build Him a house at
Jerusalem was made.10 The geographical location of this
house is important to God – it was not to be built in
Babylon. Instead, a remnant of God’s people obediently
returned to Jerusalem to rebuild it in the exact location
chosen for Solomon’s temple,11 using its foundations as a
starting point.12,13

Their obedience meant that God could once again make
His desire to dwell among them a reality, and His people
could again take up the collective service of His house.
The priests were restored to their duties,14 the people re-
taught the Law of the Lord,15,16 and the sacrificial system
was re-established.17

Laying the foundation for the transition
from a physical to a spiritual house
Although the restoration of service in the reconstructed
temple was an important milestone in the history of His
people, it was never God’s long-term plan. When the
Lord Jesus spoke to the woman at the well, He
mentioned that there was to be a transition from
worshiping in a particular place to worshipping “in spirit
and truth.”18

Our sinful nature had previously made ‘true’ worship
impossible – the blood of animal sacrifices, offered by
priests on the people’s behalf, could only temporarily
cover sin.19 However, the blood of Christ’s sacrifice on
the cross cleanses those who put their faith in Him from
all sin.20 This opens up the way for us to have both a
direct, personal relationship with God, who can now
dwell within our cleansed bodies as the person of the
Holy Spirit,21 and to be involved in His collective
service, being built together, as living stones aligned to
the Lord Jesus as the chief cornerstone, into a spiritual
house with the purpose of offering spiritual sacrifices.22,23

It was not long after meeting the woman that the Lord
Jesus left the temple in Jerusalem for the final time. As
He left He declared, “your house is left to you
desolate.”24 The presence of God had left His physical
house and, a few days later, as the Lord Jesus died on the
cross, the veil of the temple, that was the means of
access to its Most Holy Place where God had dwelt, was
torn in two,25 revealing the absence of God. The way into
God’s heavenly presence had now been opened up, the
ground-work for this transition into a spiritual house laid.

References: (1) Lev. 26:3-12  (2) Ex. 40:33-35  (3) 2
Kings 25:8-12  (4) John 10:28  (5) Heb. 3:6  (6) Heb.
7:19  (7) Heb. 6:19-20  (8) Heb 10:19-23  (9) Jer. 29:10
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Psalm 121

Pilgrims’ progress
Colin Brooks, Wishaw, Scotland

This beautiful 121st psalm is found among the fifteen
psalms (120-134) entitled Songs of Ascents. Pilgrims
might sing them on their journey to Jerusalem. Three
times in the year, all the males in Israel would appear
before the Lord, accompanied on occasion by family
members. We have the record of Elkanah with his wives,
Hannah and Peninnah, accompanying him on such an
occasion when the Tabernacle was at Shiloh.1 We read of
Joseph with Mary and the boy Jesus going up to the feast
of the Passover with many others in the company.2

This word ‘ascent’ has also been translated as ‘degrees’
or ‘steps’. The pilgrims were going up to the great City,
but it has also been suggested that the construction of
each song itself is in the form of an ascent or increasing
by degrees. Psalm 121 is an excellent example of this.
There is a progression of thought within it.

The psalm was, without doubt, intended to be sung by
pilgrims as they neared their destination after a long and
arduous journey beset with dangers and trials. With all
this behind them, the next psalm (122) gives us a flavour
of just what it meant to the pilgrims to find themselves
standing within the gates of Jerusalem, the City of Zion!

We, too, take our own spiritual journey as pilgrims, being
reminded of those who seek another city that God has
prepared for them.3 The Psalm is also a confirmation of
the unfailing care and protection of God for His people in
every vicissitude of life.

I lift up my eyes to the hills (v.1). The hills, in stark
contrast to the valley experiences, convey that sense of
enduring strength and timelessness that might be
considered a metaphor for the psalmist’s own Almighty
God.

My help comes from the LORD (v.2). Earthly sources of
hope and comfort may fail, but our God cannot. Did
David, like the psalmist here, have times of doubt and
fear? He surely did, as we all do, but in each of his own
psalms, whether they be of lament or near despair, he

concluded with confidence in God’s ability to meet his
need and restore his joy.

He will not let your foot be moved (v.3). We imagine
that pilgrims would pick their steps carefully on stony
paths. This serves also as a figure of speech, as when the
psalmist wrote:

But as for me, my feet were almost gone;
my steps had well-nigh slipped.4

What assurance the believer can have in the providential
care of our heavenly Father who protects us from the
Adversary and from our own weaknesses.

He who keeps Israel will neither slumber nor sleep
(v.4). We can appreciate that, tired after the day’s
journey, the pilgrims would lie down to sleep as night
fell, but not without first ensuring watchmen were in
place to guard them from marauding thieves. However,
even watchmen might fall asleep. The Lord does not
promise us immunity from life’s problems, but He does
promise to keep us from stumbling.5

The LORD is your keeper (v.5) and the LORD will keep
you (v.7). He protects the people from both the sun by
day and the moon by night. Did He not do this for Israel
as they journeyed to Canaan? The cloud by day and the
fire by night to guide, but more than that, to provide
shade from the scorching sun by day and at night the
pillar of fire to give heat and warmth under the desert air
of a cold moonlit night. What providential care by God
for this apparently ill-equipped people as they left Egypt.

The LORD will keep your going out and your coming in
(v.8). The Hebrew word that is used for ‘keep’ means
‘guard’. The apostle Paul was persuaded that nothing in
all creation will be able to separate us from the love of
God in Christ Jesus our Lord.6

References: (1) 1 Sam.1:2-3  (2) Luke 2:41-44 RV
(3) Heb. 11:14-16  (4) Ps. 73:2-3 RV  (5) Jude 1:24
(6) Rom. 8:38-39
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Are we supposed to wash each other’s feet? Isn’t that
what the Lord Jesus commanded when He said:

“If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your
feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet.”1

Perhaps the briefest answer is to say that if we only kept
that command using soap and water, we would have
missed the point! It is helpful to note that the Lord Jesus
went on to say: “For I have given you an example, that
you also should do just as I have done to you.”2 Two key
words in this last sentence may help us: ‘example’ and
‘as’. Jesus was providing an illustration that is not limited
to His one act. More broadly speaking, what the Lord
Jesus did for His disciples was just one example of His
amazing humility. The spotless Son of God from the
throne of heaven knelt at their feet and washed off the
dirt. Whatever their need for cleaner feet was, it pales in
comparison to their need for more humility. Humility is
an expression of meekness.

Some think that meekness is equivalent to weakness, but
that is an error, for meekness is often best expressed by
people in powerful positions when they refuse to exert
their authority for their own advantage and instead
exercise patient self-control for the benefit of others.
William Pitt, the British Prime Minister in the 18th
century is reported to have said, “Unlimited power is apt
to corrupt the minds of those who possess it”.3 Perhaps
this statement led to the more familiar: ‘Power tends to
corrupt and absolute power corrupts absolutely.’4 We
may all have a tendency to let power go to our heads. We
need to keep such urges under careful control. Of course,
the Lord Jesus Christ had no such urge to use His power
for selfish means, but as the perfect Man with absolute
power He used it for the benefit of others. That was
meekness indeed, and Paul therefore could do no better
than to make his appeal to Corinthian Christians by the
meekness and gentleness of Christ.5 So, we must do ‘as’

the Lord Jesus did; there should be a likeness between
our attitude and His; we should follow His example of
humility.

It is important to be clear that some commands of the
Lord Jesus do require us to simply do what He did, not
just do ‘as’ He did. For instance, when He took a loaf and
then a cup of wine and told the disciples gathered with
Him to in future, “Do this … in remembrance of Me”6

we can only truly keep that command by also breaking a
loaf and taking a cup. He did not tell us His action was an
example of a general principle that would permit wide
variation in practice. Hence, we find the first church of
God in Jerusalem faithfully followed His command; they
devoted themselves … to the breaking of bread,7 and the
Church of God in Troas did so too.8 Likewise, when
Christ told the disciples to forgive those who repent, He
really meant it, and our forgiveness must not be withheld
according to our whim or displeasure; it must be whole-
hearted and unceasing,9 not just formal words. Paul
clearly understood that command when he restated it to
those in the Church of God in Ephesus.10 The Lord’s
commands are not a menu to choose from, or vary
according to our personal preference or cultural
expectation. It is worth re-reading Mark 7:1-13 to see
how easy, yet dangerous, it is to substitute what we want
to do instead of what God intends and may indeed
require. We must certainly have a reputation of being
ready to do what is menial, and 1 Timothy 5:10 shows
how commendable menial service to others is to the
Lord. But are there people for whom we would find
washing their feet easier than forgiving them for an
offence? Let us not evade our responsibilities in either
matter!

Some Christian groups do practise foot washing as a
church ritual. It is not our aim here to condemn them for
doing so. Rather, we would simply point out that
following Christ’s example is not satisfied by just the
physical act of washing feet. We must look behind the
action of the Lord Jesus to His attitude, and then ensure
we do ‘as’ He did, constantly adopting a genuine attitude
of humility without constraining the observance of His
words by merely a sometimes inappropriate formality.

References: (1) John 13:14  (2) John 13:15  (3) speech,
House of Lords, 9 January 1770  (4) letter from Lord
Acton to Bishop Mandell Creighton in 1887  (5) 2 Cor.
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Neville, would you share something
of your background with our
readers?

My father was a poultry farmer,
breeding turkeys and chickens,
guinea fowl, egg-collecting,
haymaking and had a donkey for
pulling a cart. He also kept 80 hives
of bees and sold honey.

At 18 years of age I was called up
for National Service and went into
the army’s medical corps. I was sent
to Hamburg in Germany and saw the
devastation of wartime bombing of
cities – no buildings standing and old
people gathering scraps out of
garbage bins.

One day I decided to go to a
‘Garrison Church’ in Altona. As the
Germans came out of the building,
we went in. We were worshipping
the same God, but as soldiers we
were fighting each other. Was the
world mad? Nothing made sense.

A few months later, I was de-
mobbed, came home, and went to
Sparsholt near Winchester for
agricultural training. I met a girl at
the Farm Institute and she told me
about some gospel meetings. I
cycled seven miles each way to hear
the message. It was all too clear. I
was a sinner1 and needed to be
saved. Unforgiven sinners would be
punished. I had to believe that Jesus
died for my sins, then all my sins
would be forgiven.2 I returned home

one night, having trusted in Christ as
my saviour. I was 21 years old.

After my studies were completed, I
went to the Stoke Mandeville
experimental poultry farm where
later on I met my future wife, Helen,
the resident veterinary surgeon. In
due course, I accepted the post of
poultry advisor for the whole of
Scotland and this involved a great
deal of travelling.

After nine years, I resigned in order
to start my own poultry farm. This
involved rearing chickens from a day
old to what we called ‘point of lay’
and then selling them in various
numbers to people from all over
Scotland and the Outer Isles. By
1970, we were rearing 40,000 birds
each year.

That’s mostly so positive. Have you
known difficulties too?

Yes, indeed. We experienced the
disastrous effect of the ‘notifiable
disease’ known as fowl pest. At first,
there were only a few dead birds; but
by the end of that same week,
hundreds of birds were dying. The
Ministry vet said that the laboratory
would need to confirm it, but he
knew it was fowl pest. That weekend
the BBC interviewed us for their
news slot.

We were instructed to kill all our
birds. Saturday was the day. Grandpa
Archibald took our three children to

the ‘District Gathering’
(an event organised by the
Churches of God
featuring Bible talks,
singing, quizzes, etc.) at
Edinburgh, while my wife
Helen and I set about the
unenviable task of having
to kill all our own birds,
with these being, of
course, our livelihood. By
4:00 pm we needed a
break. Suddenly, we both
noticed that a calm came

over us as we had a cup of tea. When
Grandpa Archibald returned, he told
us it was at that exact time that
they’d had a wonderful prayer
meeting on our behalf at Edinburgh.
With our livelihood gone, things
were going to have to change. We
sold our Mark 9 Jaguar and replaced
it with an old Morris Minor.

In what sense did you know God’s
help at that difficult time?

We had newly started up another
regular event organised by the
Churches of God in East Scotland
known as the East Scotland District
Class. Jim Johnston and I launched it
about that time. It was Jim’s idea to
look at the book of Ruth, from which
was drawn the message: ‘stay in the
land’. This had a tremendous effect
on me. Before hearing this, we’d
been thinking of moving to New
Zealand. Friends also told us to stay,
and we did. On reflection, it was the
correct decision. We depended on
God, took up a new line of business,
and proved once again that God is
faithful. When I look back 52 years,
I can still see the grave of all those
birds. This was our pandemic.

References: (1) Rom. 3:23  (2) Acts
16:30-31

God is faithful
An interview with Neville Coomer, Buckhaven, Scotland
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100 years celebration
Eric Sampou, Port Harcourt, Nigeria

On 26th December 2021 the Church
of God in Badagry, Lagos, Nigeria
was planted with sixteen saints
comprising eleven sisters and five
brothers.

On Good Friday, 15 April 2022, 500
people joined in celebrating the 100
years of the churches of God in
Africa (1921-2021), the celebrations
being a year delayed due to Covid
restrictions. 100 young people stayed
on for a youth forum. 120 children
were in a session with Ann Dada and
her team.

At the conference, Eric Sampou
looked back over the Fellowship
history of the Lord’s work in Africa.
He traced the early days of brethren
in Africa, making reference to why
the faithful and godly men separated
from the Open Brethren. We stand
today on the shoulders of these
giants.

Tom Wallace set foot on African
soil. See what God can do with a
man! Then followed men and
women who were prepared to die for
Jesus Christ to bring His Gospel to
Africans. We glance today at the
success story through radio work
reaching Liberia, Ghana, Malawi,
Kenya, Mozambique and Zimbabwe.
There are 500 million Christ-
followers in Africa, and our joint
prayer is for the elect to be drawn to
the Fellowship of Churches of God.
Through Christ’s cross and atoning
death, God has blessed the elect with
reconciliation, redemption,
forgiveness, salvation and freedom.

Some of the redeemed have been
sanctified and brought into the
house of God.

We recalled a remarkable century
of service in Africa. We placed on
record our gratitude to our
gracious and merciful heavenly
Father. Thankful too for the
pioneering missionaries who gave
their all as an offering to God. To
all who supported by way of
prayers and material gifts in the
UK we give thanks. 100 years of

help received from the Fellowship, is
appreciated by Africans.

To our review of missionaries to
Africa already published in the pages
of this magazine over the preceding
two years, we would now like to
come to those whom we might style
– for the purposes of this present
report – as being ‘the last UK 5.’

We remember George Horne who
made his first trip to Nigeria in 1930;
and Rice Horne who made his first

visit in 1949. These were followed in
more recent times by Malcolm
Macdonald, Alan Toms and Phil
Brennan.

At the celebratory conference,
Anthony Nemi also gave an address.
His was entitled: ‘Let us arise to
advance our godly heritage’ and was
aimed at looking forward in the
Lord’s work in Africa. He asked:
“What is the way forward?” After
reading Haggai 2:1-9, Tony explored
God’s dealings with Israel in the
days of Ezra and Zerubbabel.

The highlights he drew out were: the
need to depend on the power of the
Holy Spirit, to contend for the faith,
and for prayer, fasting, repentance
and confession; the requirement to
obey and evangelize; the use of
modern media for outreach; the
training of youth and ministry to
children; the financing of the work
of the Kingdom.

We were all delighted to have John
Black among us. Now over eighty,
yet his thoughts and heart are always
in Africa. He brought encouragement
and goodwill messages from the
Fellowship of Churches of God. He
stressed the need for effective soul-
winning to secure the future, the
hope for the future invested in our
youth, and the Spirit’s need for
‘clean vessels’.

Like Israel, there are still very large
areas of the land to be possessed.

Badagry planting


