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From the Editors’ desk
When you picked up this magazine, knowing that it was the
principal printed organ of the Churches of God, what did
you expect? Long or elaborate essays on little-known and
obscure points of doctrine? If that’s what you expected you
would be disappointed. As you read you will see scriptural
teaching, and also articles about current issues in the world
today, and often reports about the establishment of new
churches in India, Zimbabwe, the Philippines, Malawi and
Mozambique. The Lord Jesus Himself instructed His
disciples to “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and
of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have
commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the
end of the age”1 and these are examples of what is
happening now.

We are very grateful to see practical results, and it
encourages us to see photographs of churches that we are
unlikely to see in the flesh, but we look at what welds us all
together: Paul wrote, So now faith, hope, and love abide,
these three; but the greatest of these is love.2  A common
faith means that we believe the same things, a common hope
means that we share the same prospects, and a common
attitude means that we value each other as all joined together
‘in Christ’. The opposite is destructive: I have seen churches
destroyed by the inability of their members to get on with
each other. The Lord Jesus prayed, “that they may all be
one,”3 and it is our duty to seek for that in our lifetime.
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Noah lived when the world was extremely
wicked: every inclination of the thoughts of the
human heart was only evil all the time,1 but not
his. God was grieved that He had made the human
race, but Noah walked faithfully with Him and he
found favour. His life was to be spared when God
flooded the earth in judgement. Through the
building of an ark and faithfulness to God’s word,
Noah and his immediate family were saved when
the floodwaters came. Water from above and
below flooded the earth rapidly until all the high
mountains were covered. For 40 consecutive days
the ark was tossed to and fro by the ever-
increasing flood.

At a much later time Peter and other disciples of Jesus
were in a boat with a sleeping Lord during a storm. That
storm was so violent that the experienced fishermen were
convinced their lives were in danger. So how must Noah
and his family have felt during the flood? What thoughts
may have passed through their minds as they perhaps
imagined friends and neighbours dying and were now
floating in the flood waters? How did they cope with the
constant battering of the waves and the fear it created?
Even though they knew that the deluge part of their
suffering was limited to 40 days and nights,2 how would
they know when one day ended and another began?

When the rain stopped and the waters subsided, Noah set
foot on a new world. He was one of only eight people
alive and his responsibilities were great. He needed to
continue to live a faithful life before God – and before
his own family so that they could follow his example;
but, on a sad day, Noah became inebriated, was seen by
his son Ham, and in this way contributed to the
development once again of an evil world.

At another time when the world was wicked, there lived
the Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God and Saviour. Noah was
so named because his father anticipated that “he will
comfort us in the labour and painful toil of our hands
caused by the ground the LORD has cursed.”3 Another
reading is that Noah would be the one to bring rest.4
Through the Lord Jesus, who was much greater than
Noah, those of us who are weary and burdened are given
rest as we take on His yoke.5 He grew in wisdom and
stature and found favour with God and man,6 favour like
that which had been bestowed on Noah all those years
before. As the Roman Empire spread its ugly tentacles,
the world the Lord Jesus inhabited was cruel and He
lived in it blamelessly, in a way that was satisfying to
God His Father who at one time said, “This is my Son,
whom I love; with him I am well pleased.”7 How could

God not be pleased? This was both the perfect Son and
perfect servant who delighted to do God’s holy will. He
once said, “My food … is to do the will of him who sent
me and to finish his work.”8

The Lord Jesus was never asked to build an ark. There
was no need to because of God’s rainbow-signed promise
that He would never again flood the earth. Instead of an
ark, there was to be a cross upon which the Lord Jesus
would hang, to bring life and salvation to all who follow
Him. If he had not been in the protection of the ark, it
could have been said by Noah that he had come into the
deep waters; the floods engulf me9 and all your waves
and breakers have swept over me.10 However, those
scriptures find their true fulfilment in the death of the
Saviour who passed through the billows of the storm of
God’s wrath. He had no ark to protect Him as that wrath
was poured upon Him in all its ferociousness. He had no
companions for all had forsaken Him. He had no rest as
He faced God’s wrath and the Satanic onslaught that
came upon Him. Noah’s 40 days and 40 nights in the ark
in the worst of the deluge, however awful, were nothing
compared to those few hours on the cross when the
sinless Son of God was made to be the sin offering on
our behalf.

The newness that came after the flood – the new world,
the new beginning – was sadly spoiled, but in the Lord
Jesus we have a newness that can never be spoiled: a new
life that continues endlessly in the presence of the one
who loved us and gave Himself for us.

References:  (1) Gen. 6:5  (2) Gen. 7:4  (3) Gen. 5:29
(4) NASB95  (5) Mat. 11:29  (6) Luke 2:52  (7) Mat.
3:17  (8) John 4:34  (9) Ps. 69:2  (10) Ps. 42:7

Bible quotations from the NIV

Greater than Noah
Steve Peers, Aberkenfig, Wales
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Love is love?
For many in our world, love is the ultimate fix-all
concept. The mantra ‘Love is love’ essentially means
we’re to love everyone regardless of race, gender,
religion, behaviour and lifestyle. Loving tolerance is
considered the great cure for humanity’s ills. Yet those
who repeat this great-sounding ideology will, at the same
time, demand justice in an evil world where others act in
destructive ways, especially when such damaging
behaviour affects them personally. The notion of an all-
accepting love quickly vanishes to be replaced by
vengeful hatred in the pursuit of justice at all costs. It
seems it’s either love or justice, doesn’t it? Fallen human
ideologies that leave God out of the equation will always
fail to achieve optimal outcomes. Such improperly
defined human ‘love’ and human ‘justice’ are doomed to
failure.

God is love and God is a righteous judge
When we stop to consider the real love and justice that
are intrinsic aspects of God’s essential being, we learn
how it is possible for love and justice to co-exist in
perfection. Unlike humans, God is the fullness of all His
glorious attributes all the time. One aspect of God’s
character cannot, and does not, overwhelm another; He is
infinitely perfect in all His eternal qualities. For God to
lack any characteristic of His being, or to compromise
His perfections, would be a denial of His own unique
holiness.

The Bible tells us that God is love1 while at the same
time revealing Him as God is a righteous judge.2 As we
read Scripture, we see the perfection of divine love
operating fully and concurrently with the perfection of
divine justice.

The waiting God
Let’s explore this further by starting with a text from
Isaiah:

Therefore the LORD longs [lit. waits] to be gracious
to you,

And therefore He waits on high to have compassion
on you.

For the LORD is a God of justice;
How blessed are all those who long [lit. wait] for

him.3
God was speaking through the prophet Isaiah to the
people of Jerusalem who were facing the approaching
violence of the Assyrian army in the late 8th Century BC,

during the time of Hezekiah’s reign. Despite Israel’s
history being littered with miraculous deliverances, the
people of this generation were making an alliance with
Egypt in the hope that they could stand together against
the immense Assyrian threat; they were refusing to trust
in ‘the LORD’ who had proven Himself repeatedly in the
past.

In patient mercy God invited Israel to renew their trust in
Him,

“In repentance and rest you will be saved,
In quietness and trust is your strength,”4

and Isaiah observed their response:
But you were not willing.5

Such sinful rebellion requires God to intervene in
judgment; He must uphold the honour of His own name.
Yet, God will always remain faithful to His declared
promises to rescue His people! He will wait for the right
time to bring judgment and redemption, to reveal His
love and justice.

Isaiah was reminding the rebels of God’s patient
compassion and their opportunity to repent and trust. We
hear God’s revelation of Himself to Moses at Sinai, “The
LORD, the LORD God, compassionate and merciful,
slow to anger, and abounding in faithfulness and truth,”6

quoted by Jonah, earlier in the 8th Century BC, when he
was disgusted at Yahweh’s mercy towards the barbaric
Assyrians! God is patient, and even the most wicked of
people can repent and be saved. The rebels of Israel were
likewise guilty, and needed to repent and trust!

Isaiah was also reminding the minority who did trust in
God that He was waiting for His time when it would be
appropriate to reveal His love and justice. The trusting
minority were suffering deprivation because of the
majority’s rejection of God. Surely God must intervene
soon, to remove the unbelievers and bring about His
promises of peaceful prosperity? That’s what they hoped
for, but they were told to wait patiently for the waiting
God, who would act according to His own sovereign
purpose and will, in His own time.

God’s redemption timetable
Throughout Scripture, in the salvation and redemption of
His people, God acts according to His own purpose and
timescale. We’re told, when the fullness of the time came,
God sent His Son, born of a woman… so that he might
redeem,7 that while we were still helpless, at the right
time Christ died for the ungodly8 and that the man Christ
Jesus who gave Himself as a ransom for all, the

Justice

Justice and the love of  God
David Woods, Manchester, England
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testimony given at the proper time.9 You can’t hurry
love, especially when God is at work.

God had an appointed time when His perfect justice and
His eternal love would be displayed in the sending and
giving of His Son. Jesus Christ lived to God’s timetable,
progressing towards ‘His hour’,10 the eternal appointment
when He would give Himself on the cross to be the
Saviour of His people.

God’s perfect justice and love proclaimed
at the cross
God brought His holy judgment against believers’ sin
down on Jesus. He was the perfect man who never sinned
and who now offered Himself as a substitute to bear His
people’s sin. As perfect man He voluntarily took the sin
of others, since He had no sin of His own for which He
must be judged. As the eternal Son of God, He was able
to bear the infinite wrath of God against sin. He is
therefore the only Saviour!11

Paul writes about this in Romans 3:24-26, where he says,

the redemption which is in Christ Jesus, whom God
displayed publicly as a propitiation in His blood
through faith. This was to demonstrate His
righteousness, because in God’s merciful restraint
He let the sins previously committed go unpunished;
for the demonstration, that is, of His righteousness at
the present time, so that He would be just and the
justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.

And all of this is because of the eternal love of God
towards His people, chosen in Christ before the
foundation of the world.12 The death of Christ on the
cross was the single greatest act of self-sacrificing love
which, at the same time, satisfied God’s wrath against
His people’s sin. God’s love and justice co-exist at the
cross, to be enjoyed by all who believe. Only through the
cross is God able to forgive guilty sinners and bring them
into the fullness of His love.

The judgement to come
For sinners who continue to rebel against God, eternal
punitive justice awaits: it is destined for people
to die once, and after this comes judgement.13

Yet God waits patiently:

God is now proclaiming to mankind that all
people everywhere are to repent, because He
has set a day on which He will judge the
world in righteousness through a Man whom
He has appointed.14

It is the responsibility of believers to speak of
both God’s love and God’s justice so that some
will be saved. To minimise God’s justice and His
judgement against sin in our conversations and
preaching is to erode the Gospel of its power.
Many happily speak about ‘God is love’ today,
and only give one side of the story of the cross –
“a wonderful act of sacrifice” – that denies the
full reason for which Christ died. Let’s be careful

to speak of righteousness, self-control, and the
judgement to come15 and take people to the cross where
saving love is revealed in all of its eternal glory.

Leave room for the wrath of God
For His eternally-loved people, God will bring about a
new heaven and new earth in which righteousness
dwells, where there is no longer any sin – a place of
eternal safety from all evil.16 What a consummate and
unending act of love!

Until then, the redeemed of the Lord are to continue to
wait for Him, trusting that His promises of ultimate
justice and love are certainly coming. There is a day
when the evil that affects so many believers – through
persecution, oppression and hardship – will be judged by
the one with all power and authority. He will also usher
into existence a whole new world order. As Isaiah said,
How blessed are all those who long [lit. wait] for Him.17

Paul exhorted the believers in Rome:

Never repay evil for evil to anyone… Never take your
own revenge, beloved, but leave room for the wrath
of God, for it is written, ‘VENGEANCE IS MINE, I
WILL REPAY,’ says the Lord.18

In the face of suffering and persecution we continue to
trust in the God of love and justice who works all things
in accordance with the plan of His will,19 looking
forward to final justice being served and the eternal
presence of God being among His redeemed people in
the new creation for eternity. Perfect justice and perfect
love await!

References: (1) 1 John 4:8  (2) Ps. 7:11  (3) Is. 30:18
(4) Is. 30:15a  (5) Is. 30:15b  (6) Ex. 34:6  (7) Gal. 4:4-5
(8) Rom. 5:6  (9) 1 Tim. 2:5-6  (10) see John 2:4;
7:6,8,30; 8:20  (11) see Is. 53:4-12; 1 Pet. 2:24; 1 Cor.
15:3; Heb. 9:28  (12) Eph. 1:4  (13) Heb. 9:27  (14) Acts
17:30-31  (15) see Acts 24:24-25  (16) 2 Pet. 3:13; Rev.
21-22  (17) Is. 30:18d  (18) Rom. 12:17,19  (19) Eph.
1:11

Bible quotations from the NASB 2020
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“Oh, they’re too heavenly minded to be of any earthly
use!” You might have heard this accusation against a
Christian who’s viewed as having their ‘head in the
clouds’ and detached from the gritty reality of daily life.
Assuming we’re not talking about mere sanctimony,1 you
won’t find a scripture that warns such an outcome could
be a real possibility. But there’s plenty said about the
reverse – being too earthly minded to be of any heavenly
use! Paul vividly describes believers like that: many …
walk as enemies of the cross of Christ. Their end is
destruction, their god is their belly, and they glory in
their shame, with minds set on earthly things.2 We don’t
know exactly what Paul was referring to, but evidently a
preoccupation with worldly passions and pursuits was so
totally destroying their useful earthly service that they
were anti-ambassadors for the gospel.

The Apostle Peter warned about the same passions:
Beloved, I urge you as sojourners and exiles to abstain
from the passions of the flesh, which wage war against
your soul.3 He was writing to stateless emigrants fleeing
persecution; they knew first-hand about being
‘sojourners’ and ‘exiles’ – non-citizens dwelling
temporarily in a foreign land they didn’t belong to and
were simply passing through. But they were now being
urged to consider themselves to be spiritual sojourners
and exiles too – passing through this foreign world to
somewhere better and to where they truly belonged. They
needed that heavenly mindset both to keep them heaven-
bound in their outlook, not earth-bound, and to be of
earthly use to God.

Abraham had the same heavenly mindset as a stranger
and exile on the earth4 – which is remarkable considering
he was dwelling with his wife Sarah in a land God had
promised to him and his descendants as an inheritance.
Sarah finally passed away at the ripe old age of 1275 so
there had presumably been plenty of time for Abraham to
purchase a burial plot. Curiously, he left it until the last
minute to acquire one in Machpelah. Far from this being
careless, disorganized or a mark of disrespect, he was
simply not in the business of acquiring property or
putting down roots – he lived in tents, after all – because
(as Hebrews insightfully reveals to us) he was just
passing through this foreign land to a homeland, a better

country, a heavenly one.6 His sense of heavenly
citizenship couldn’t help but impact his earthly actions.

Paul reminded the Philippians that their citizenship
(Greek: politeuma) was in heaven.7 Although living as a
citizen of the Roman colony of Philippi brought great
rights and benefits (ranging from imperial protection to
tax breaks) the saints had to resist the temptation to
mentally put down roots there and immerse themselves in
its social, political and economic life, especially in view
of the soon expected return of the Lord and the
transformation of their earthly bodies to heavenly ones.
Their heavenly citizenship entitled them to many spiritual
benefits in the world they were merely passing through,
as well as some important responsibilities for earthly
usefulness.

Paul commanded the Philippians: let your manner of life
[politeuomai – life as a citizen] be worthy of the gospel of
Christ.8 A high and heavenly standard was and is
expected, and we’re back to the thought of an
ambassador called to impeccably represent both their
monarch and homeland abroad. Paul testified before the
Jewish Council that he had met the standard: Brothers, I
have lived my life [politeuomai – life as a citizen] before
God in all good conscience up to this day.9 This was why
he could confidently say, Brothers, join in imitating me,
and keep your eyes on those who walk according to the
example you have in us.10

To successfully do this we must, by faith like Abraham,
look not to the things that are seen but to the things that
are unseen. For the things that are seen are transient, but
the things that are unseen are eternal.11

References: (1) the action or practice of acting as if one
were morally superior to other people  (2) Phil. 3:18-19
(3) 1 Pet. 2:11  (4) Heb. 11:13  (5) Gen. 23:1, 4  (6) Heb.
11: 9-10, 14,16  (7) Phil. 3:20  (8) Phil. 1:27  (9) Acts
23:1  (10) Phil. 3:17  (11) 2 Cor. 4:18

Bible quotations from the ESV

Preparing for the Lord’s return

Live as citizens of  heaven
Martin Jones, Hamilton, Canada

‘our citizenship is in heaven, and
from it we await a Saviour, the
Lord Jesus Christ …’ Phil. 3:20
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Paul’s travel companions

Demas: the forsaker
Ben Jones, Hamilton, Canada

There are three occasions in
Scripture that we hear about Demas,
one of Paul’s companions: once in
Colossians, once in Philemon, and
once in 2 Timothy. When writing to
the Colossians, Demas was
recognized by Paul as one of his co-
workers, along with Luke, serving
together. From Colossians 4:18, we
learn that Paul is imprisoned at this
point, and he appears to greatly
appreciate the company and support
of those who are with him –
including Demas. Similar thoughts
are expressed in Philemon, probably
written around the same time. At this
point it appears that Demas is a
valued friend and supporter of Paul
in his imprisonment.

In his epistle to Timothy, Paul tells
us that he is bound in chains once
more,1 and both tradition and
scholarly interpretation leads us to
conclude that this is a different, later
imprisonment. Now though, many of
Paul’s companions have left him,
leaving only Luke.2 Paul’s comment
that Demas is in love with this
present world indicates that Demas
left against Paul’s wishes, and had
not been sent to Thessalonica as part
of his service. While this could be
taken to mean that he abandoned the
Gospel, it is perhaps more likely
that, when faced again with
imprisonment and possible torture
and death, Demas had prioritised his
comfort and own safety over his
service with Paul and his work for
the Gospel.

If we assume that Demas simply
wanted to avoid imprisonment and
death, then Paul’s condemnation
seems to be very severe. Paul
himself admits that not everyone is
called to the same level of sacrifice
for the Gospel as he. When
instructing the Corinthians, Paul
revealed that he wished that all could

be unmarried as he was, and
therefore more able to devote their
time to the spread of the Gospel.3
However, he acknowledged that
each has his own gift from God, one
of one kind and one of another.
Similarly, Paul reveals that the
qualifications for both deacons and
overseers are not conditional on
them being celibate, but that they are
able to manage their households and
families well,4 demonstrating the
importance and value of those who
manage households and bring up
children in the Lord’s teaching.

Despite this, Paul felt that this
departure was worthy of note. Based
on his earlier testimony, it appears
that Demas was aligned with Paul in
his commitment to the work of the
Gospel – facing imprisonment
alongside him and committing to be
by the apostle’s side. However, by
the time of his second imprisonment,
Demas is not just leaving Paul
behind, but he is abandoning his
previous commitments and promises.
We can certainly picture scenarios
where we might forgive Demas for
his decision, but the fact remains that
he reneged on his commitments to
the apostle. This desertion is
contrary to the Lord Jesus’ own
teachings about the importance of
staying true to our word5 and so,
regardless of the justification,
Demas’ abandonment is still
perceived negatively, and ultimately
tarnishes the reputation of one who
had previously been listed among the
faithful fellow-workers.

We can speculate as to the damage
that Demas’ departure had on those
who had been taught, encouraged, or
even corrected by him during his
service with Paul. Imagine hearing
that the man who had taught you
about the Saviour had abandoned
Paul in his time of need? What kind

of damage would that do to the faith
and confidence of a new believer? In
deserting Paul, Demas tarnished not
only his future witness, but his prior
witness.

The inclusion of Demas in the
Scriptures reveals to us the
importance of our continual witness
and service. Moments of weakness
or lapses in judgment can be very
damaging to a disciple’s witness. We
are called not just to run a leg of a
relay race, but to run a full race,6 and
we must be aware that stumbles
along the way may not just trip
ourselves but others around us as
well. As disciples we have not been
called to an easy life – in fact, the
Lord Jesus explicitly warns His
disciples that they will be hated by
the world.7 As a result, our support
for, and commitments to, one
another must be taken very seriously.
To do otherwise is to jeopardize the
integrity of our witness and service.

References: (1) 2 Tim. 2:9  (2) 2
Tim. 4:10-11  (3) 1 Cor. 7:7-8  (4) 1
Tim. 3:4-6  (5) Mat. 5:37  (6) Heb.
12:1-2  (7) John 15:18-19

Bible quotations from the ESV
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Most of what the Lord Jesus said to His disciples about
the Holy Spirit is found in chapters 14-16 of John’s
gospel, after Jesus has washed the feet of the disciples in
the ‘upper room’. The Cross is looming large in the mind
of Jesus and yet, despite Jesus speaking quite frankly
about it, the disciples remain resolutely ignorant of what
the next 24 hours is going to bring. As Judas melts into
the night on his dark purpose, Jesus speaks to the
remaining disciples about how He is only with them a
little longer,1 and is going somewhere they cannot
follow.

Chapter 14 begins with the reassurance, “Let not your
hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me.”2

Jesus is concerned about His little flock, knowing what
lies ahead, knowing He has to leave them – and so along
with the promise that He will come back to take them to
be with Him, the ‘good shepherd’ also promises that
another ‘Helper’ will come from the Father3 – a
parakletos, one called to stand beside them.4

Over the next couple of chapters in John’s gospel Jesus
encourages His disciples that in His absence they must
abide in Him,5 keep His commandments,6 love one

another,7 all while expecting trouble from the world and
enduring through it.8 It is into this context that Jesus
repeats the encouragement of the Father sending the Holy
Spirit to be all that He Himself has been to them and
more. All of those instructions would require the Spirit’s
help.

The disciples had been following Jesus for between two
and three years, drinking in His wisdom and teaching,
witnessing miracles of healing and creative power, seeing
firsthand a life lived in holy, loving grace and
compassion towards others. The experience must have
been absolutely thrilling, but now this singular person
was going away from them. Jesus understood that the
revelation had meant “sorrow has filled your heart,”9 but
He insists that His leaving and the Spirit’s coming in His
place is to their advantage.10 Dare we ask, how so?

First of all, the Holy Spirit would be with them forever.
With Jesus having just broken the news that He Himself
had to go, there was comfort here for His followers. The
Spirit of truth was there to stay,11 and what’s more He
was no stranger to them: “You know him, for he dwells
with you and will be in you.”12 The Spirit had been
interacting with them during their time with Jesus,
opening them up spiritually to understand His teaching
and revealing truth to them, which we see when Peter
identifies Jesus as “the Christ, the Son of the Living
God” and Jesus tells him, “flesh and blood has not
revealed this to you, but my Father who is in heaven.”13

The Spirit had convicted Peter, revealing heavenly truth
to him, and how much more would Peter and his fellow
disciples understand when that same Spirit soon dwelt
within them.

What’s more, the benefit was not just that the Spirit
Himself would be present with them, but that through His
abiding in them, they would perceive the ongoing
presence of Christ with them also. “Yet a little while and
the world sees me no more, but you see me.”14 Many
translations for readability render the verb ‘see’ as future
tense – ‘will see’ – but the verb is present tense in Greek.
Jesus wasn’t speaking of them seeing Him at His return
to the earth, but rather He is telling them they will
continue to see Him and that He would manifest Himself
to those who love Him.15 Judas (not Iscariot)
understandably questions how Jesus would manifest
Himself to them but not to the world, and Jesus says that
for those who love Him and keep His commandments,
“we [Jesus and His Father] will come to him and make
our home with him.”16 This is a beautiful example of the
intimacy of the triune God, that when we are indwelt by

The Holy Spirit

Learning from Jesus
Richard Hutchinson, Vancouver, Canada

https://www.billmounce.com/greek-dictionary/parakletos
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the Holy Spirit, the Father and Son are both abiding there
also.

Beyond conveying the continued presence of their Lord,
the Holy Spirit would also continue to teach the disciples,
bringing all the words of Jesus to their minds again,
teaching them all things.17 In Jesus’ absence there would
be no deficit in what they could learn of God; in fact, the
indwelling of the Spirit would only enhance their
capability to grasp the deepest truths of God’s eternal
counsels, as Paul identifies in 1 Corinthians 2:10-16.
Jesus had more to teach them than He’d had time to in
the few years they’d followed Him. “I still have many
things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now.
When the Spirit of truth comes He will guide you into all
the truth.”18 The Holy Spirit was coming to continue the
work of Jesus in speaking truth into their hearts, and He
would teach them ‘all things’, guide them into ‘all truth’.
The disciples weren’t being disadvantaged in any way.

In all of this, the Spirit would ultimately glorify Jesus in
their hearts, continually seeking to generate the
reverential awe that comes from those who behold the
Lord. The Spirit takes what belongs to Christ and
declares it to His disciples,19 and Jesus clarifies “all that
the Father has is mine.”20 This is not about declaring
Jesus’ teaching any more, but proclaiming to us His
exalted position, the radiance of His very being as He is
seated at God’s right hand. All authority and power is
His by His Father’s will, and the Spirit wants us to know
the fullness of the glory of our risen and exalted Lord.

Throughout this article the focus has been on the Spirit
coming to the disciples after Jesus left, but of course the
encouragement they drew from the Lord’s promise of
another helper should be all the more precious to us who
did not see the Lord face to face. By the Lord’s own
words we are not disadvantaged, because the Lord the
Spirit has indwelt us also and blessed us in the same way
– revealing Christ to us in the Word, teaching us all
things, filling our hearts with the presence of the Lord,
testifying to the glory of the exalted Jesus, and fulfilling
His convicting work through us.21

Small wonder, then, to hear the Lord describe the
bountiful nature of the Spirit’s presence within human

hearts: “If anyone thirsts, let him come to me and drink.
Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, ‘Out
of his heart will flow rivers of living water.’” Now this he
said about the Spirit, whom those who believed in him
were to receive.22 How thankful we should be that we
have received such a Helper.

References: (1) John 13:33  (2) John 14:1  (3) John 14:16
(4) W. Mounce: “one called or sent for to assist another;
an advocate, one who pleads the cause of another; one
present to render various beneficial service”. The Greek
word appears five times in NT - four times referring to
the Holy Spirit in John 14-16, and once in 1 John 2:1 in
reference to the ascended Lord Jesus. See
https://www.billmounce.com/greek-dictionary/parakletos
(5) John 15:1-11  (6) John 15:10,14  (7) John 15:12-17
(8) John 15:18-25  (9) John 16:6  (10) John 16:7  (11)
John 14:16  (12) John 14:17  (13) Mat. 16:16-17  (14)
John 14:19 - Beroean Literal Translation  (15) John
14:21  (16) John 14:23  (17) John 14:26  (18) John
16:12-13  (19) John 16:14  (20) John 16:15  (21) John
16:8  (22) John 7:37-39
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The words, ‘just as Christ’ have a deeply stirring effect
on disciples of the Lord Jesus.

This is the fourth article in a series on characteristics of
Christ, looking at Bible references that tell of the
unfathomable depth of His perfect righteousness and of
what is required of us as His disciples.

Our present text is found within the context of Christian
relationships and in particular the relationship of husband
and wife. But within that context of practical teaching,
we find the most wonderful, exalted statement about the
relationship between the Lord Jesus and His church.

The love of Christ ought always to astound us. Scripture
clearly teaches that we did not deserve such love. It was
while we were sinners that Christ showed His love in
dying for us.1 The sinner-state, abhorrent in the sight of
God, is graphically described in Ezekiel2 which, though
being a description of Israel, is applicable to us when we
were unsaved. We were not loved because we were
lovable – He loved the unlovely.

In a depraved world that has debased the concept of
‘love’, it is necessary to ask what its true nature is. The
answer is found in i) the distinction of the word used in
Ephesians 5:25, and ii) the demonstration of Christ’s love
for the church.

The word used is agapao in the original Greek text. Here
it is used of the love of God: His unmitigated love for us,
and the outworking of that in the lives of those who have
been born again to love as they could never love before.
Over and above what is possible to the natural man, there
comes the love of God, described by Paul in 1
Corinthians 133 and available to us through the
indwelling Spirit of God.4

It is often pointed out that among the several Classical
Greek words for ‘love’, the following three are
prominent:
● eros (not found in the New Testament) describes an

attraction of the flesh often characterised by
selfishness.

● phileo means ‘to be fond of’ and describes deep
friendship, seen in the showing of affection,
hospitality, etc.

● Though phileo is used of God,5 agapao is the word
chosen when the essential character of God is being
described.6

In the life of the disciple of Jesus, note how such love
takes control of the first (eros). Recognising natural
attraction, it keeps it firmly in place: it embellishes the
second (phileo), recognising the importance of fondness
that cements the bond formed by similar interests, etc.
Then, ‘the fuller element comes in: and it lifts up the
other two, it sanctifies them, it gives a glory to them, it
gives a splendour to them.’7

How is such love demonstrated? Our text says, Christ . . .
loved the church and gave Himself up for her. This is the
complete antithesis of selfish self-seeking; it is the
epitome of selflessness, and it is sacrificial. Matthew’s
Gospel may give a beautiful picture of Christ’s love for
the church8 if the merchant seeking beautiful pearls is
viewed as a picture of Christ. In that parable, the
merchant gives all he has in order to purchase the pearl.
Just as the Father did not spare His own Son, but
delivered Him over for us all,9 so the Son gave Himself.
… having loved His own … He loved them unto the
uttermost.10

The context sets the standard for Christian marriage.
Little wonder then that the requirements of an overseer
include the stipulation, husband of one wife.11 If a man is
being considered for leadership among God’s people, it
is reasonable to ask how he treats his wife.

But the application is surely wider. This is how we who
are the church the body of Christ are loved; therefore we
ought to love God and one another with the same
selfless, sacrificial love.12 This is the splendid summary
of the commandments and teaching given to the people
of God.13

References: (1) Rom. 5:8  (2) Ezek. 16:1-5  (3) 1 Cor. 13:4-8
(4) Gal. 5:22  (5) John 5:20  (6) 1 John 4:8-10,16  (7) D. M.
Lloyd-Jones, Life in the Spirit, p.137,  Banner of Truth
(8) Mat. 13:45-46  (9) Rom. 8:32  (10) John 13:1 (RV margin)
(11) 1 Tim. 3:2  (12) 1 John 4:11,19; 1 Pet. 1:22  (13) Mat.
22:34-40
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Jesus Christ

A model for love
Phil Brennan, Buxton, England

Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ
also loved the church … Eph. 5:25
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Wildfires in the United Kingdom. Oscillating between
drought and flooding. Melting of Arctic ice. Unusual
weather patterns across the globe. Extreme weather
events appear to be more common now. Climate change,
referring to long-term statistical shifts in weather
patterns, is real, and may account for much of what we
are seeing. But as disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ, what
are we to make of it all? Are calls to action compatible
with what we believe?

Science and culture

While the dominant narrative around ‘science’ is that it
objectively transcends culture, the reality is that science
takes place necessarily in a cultural context and cannot be
divorced from that. We approach it with a critical mind,
then, aware that data can be taken and manipulated by
different groups for different ends. From large scale
multinational energy companies, to the pursuit of
research grants, there are vested interests crowding
around the issue of climate change. The consensus
among scientists at present is that the weather patterns
and temperatures we see are in part caused by carbon
emissions from human activity. Numerical climate
models developed in the 1970s have since won awards
for their accuracy,1 though there is inherent uncertainty in
computer simulations and some models appear to project
‘implausibly fast’ warming.2 Computer models have
been useful in helping us to understand more about the
complexity of the earth and atmospheric system.

Climate change and greed

Climate change may be seen as a systemic consequence
of human greed. Many of us have, perhaps
unquestioningly, bought into a very Western way of
thinking – that of consumerism. Consumerism is a way
of life that encourages us to pursue the acquisition of
ever-increasing amounts of goods and services. The story
goes that such an approach is good because it drives our
economy ever onwards and upwards, so that society
attains greater and greater levels of prosperity. This
growth has gone hand-in-hand with, and has been fuelled
by, the fossil fuel industry (the burning of coal, oil and
gas), and associated increased carbon emissions.

Common sense says that there can be no infinite ascent
of prosperity in a world of limited resources, and that the
vulnerable will find themselves continually out-
competed. It is common to hear developmental non-
governmental organizations, or NGOs, calling for people
to live more within our means. Living more frugally,
being less driven by consumerism, is certainly something
that sits comfortably with Paul’s teaching in the New
Testament. Paul wrote to the Philippian church that he
had learned the secret of being content in every

circumstance – having abundance or suffering need.3 The
thought is echoed by the writer to the Hebrews who urges
believers to be free from the love of money, being content
with what you have.4

Climate change and the vulnerable

Whatever the drivers, climate change is having an impact
on society – especially in developing nations which may
lack the infrastructural investment to deal with or adapt
to extreme events. They are likely to face more food
security issues as shifts in weather patterns impact on
agricultural practices. Even within so-called developed
countries, vulnerable groups are more likely to suffer
hardship –  for example, the elderly and very young are
particularly vulnerable to prolonged heatwaves, and
those with little choice of where to live may often find
themselves in areas of flood risk.

It is in the heart of Yahweh to stand with the vulnerable,
as He so often did through the word of Old Testament
prophets. Today, as disciples of the Lord Jesus,
compassion for the vulnerable should motivate action.
We can be thankful that we have the ability to do this
collectively in churches of God through initiatives of the
Fellowship Relief Committee, for instance.

We trust the sovereign God

We do have a biblical basis for having confidence in the
stability of the global atmospheric system. After the
Flood, God promised: While the earth remains, seedtime
and harvest, cold and heat, summer and winter, and day
and night shall not cease5 (albeit this looks different in
different parts of the world), but ‘climate disruption’ is
evident, and the consequences are very real for many –
we might conceive of this as part of the groaning of
creation, yearning in hope for the revealing of the sons of
God.6

We know that God is Sovereign, and He is good. The
Bible, in many places, records weather events that God
ordained as judgment or blessing on people (for example,
Joseph’s seven years of plenty and seven years of famine
in Egypt7). Under the Mosaic Law, Israel’s idolatry
invited crop failures.8 In the end-time, certain judgements
appear to involve climatic effects.9

Ultimately, we can be sure that God always remains in
control of His creation.
References: (1) https://www.nationalgeographic.com/
environment/article/how-climate-models-got-so-accurate-they-
earned-a-nobel-prize; (2) https://www.science.org/content/
article/un-climate-panel-confronts-implausibly-hot-forecasts-
future-warming; (3) Phil 4:12; (4) Heb. 13:5; (5) Gen. 8:22;
(6) Rom. 8:19-22; (7) Gen. 41; (8) Lev. 26:20; (9) Rev. 16:8-9

Bible quotations from NASB 2020

Perspectives on climate change
Stephen McCabe, Belfast, N.Ireland
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God still desires to live in a house on earth,
corresponding to something that’s in heaven. But where
is it to be found?

The Lord Jesus said that the time was coming when His
worshippers wouldn’t worship on Mount Gerizim, where
the Samaritans worshipped, nor at the temple in
Jerusalem, so we can rule these out. He contrasted these
physical locations with the spiritual reality:

But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the
true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and
truth, for the Father is seeking such people to
worship him.1

Spirit and truth are crucial if we are to understand how
and where God wishes to live in the worship of His
people.

The Holy Spirit came down on the Day of Pentecost. We
know that He lives inside each individual believer from
the moment he or she is saved.2 This fact allows God to
live inside us collectively also as we allow ourselves to
be built into His structure. A key passage in
understanding this is given in Ephesians 2:19-22. Note
especially the final sentence:

So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but
you are fellow citizens with the saints and members
of the household [or ‘house’] of God, built on the
foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus
himself being the cornerstone, in whom the whole
structure, being joined together, grows into a holy
temple in the Lord. In him you also are being built
together into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit.

This new spiritual house for God, like the physical Old
Testament one, has a God-given structure. It is built on
the person of the Lord Jesus Christ, who is central to the
whole thing. His apostles to whom He had ‘given
commands’ through the same ‘Holy Spirit’ as He spoke
to them about the kingdom of God3 formed the basis of
this house, aligning their teaching with His. The
‘prophets’, who also worked in these early days,
providing messages from the Lord until the New
Testament was complete, joined them at the beginning of
this age. Therefore the house must be built on the person
of Christ as revealed by the Spirit in the New Testament.
In this way the church of the living God will be a pillar
and buttress of the truth,4 a spiritual house exemplifying
spiritual truth in its very structure. Only in such a place

will God feel at home.

To the cornerstone of Christ are added
individual believers, called, in the graphic
language of the Bible, ‘living stones’, in
contrast to the lifeless stones that formed
the physical house in Old Testament days.
Peter explains:

As you come to him, a living stone
rejected by men but in the sight of God
chosen and precious, you yourselves like
living stones are being built up as a
spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood,
to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to
God through Jesus Christ.5

The structural aspect of the house is also
very important. This stands to reason. The
truth is objective and coherent and the
house that stands for it should be too. The
Ephesians passage stresses the integrity of
a house formed of several parts in divine
architectural arrangement: the whole
structure, being joined together, grows
into a holy temple in the Lord.6 The
Revised Version gave each several
building, fitly framed together, groweth

God’s desire

From Pentecost onwards
Karl Smith, Kirkintilloch, Scotland
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into a holy temple in the Lord and this
may be preferable. The Greek word pasa
can apparently bear either meaning, but in
context ‘each several building’ seems to
make more sense. The Old Testament
temple was made of stones used to
construct buildings that together made up
the temple. Referring to the reconstructed
temple, the disciples said when they saw
it: “Look, Teacher! What wonderful stones
and what wonderful buildings!”7

Characteristically, the Lord Jesus
responded by pointing to the end of this
mode of God’s house.8 A new and better
way was approaching!

The Church of God in Corinth was told
you are God’s building.9 It was part of a
house composed of many such ‘buildings’. The Bible not
only gives instruction about the relationship between
individual believers (stones) within a single church
(building), but also about how these churches should
relate to each other to form a united house. Believers
were baptised and added to the numbers of those already
gathered in a local church as we see in Acts 2:41. These
are called churches of God and act in relation to other
churches of God. Standing for truth, the churches were
united in a God-given architectural pattern. To cite an
example that is still a point of division for some today,
Paul could say of churches divided by geographical
borders and vast cultural differences: If anyone is
inclined to be contentious, we have no such practice [as
permitting women to pray in church with their heads
uncovered], nor do the churches of God.10 In the same
letter, he could say on other topics: This is my rule in all
the churches11 and that something should be done as in
all the churches of the saints.12 This verse also gives the
reason: For God is not a God of confusion but of peace.
These churches were no more left to form their own local
policy than the buildings of the temple were allowed to
be built by different architects on different  principles. In
New Testament times there was no thought in God’s
mind of ‘independent’ churches, as we sometimes hear
about, and there is no thought about it today. God desires
to live in a house, not a series of unconnected buildings.

How did the original churches achieve this unity of
teaching and practice across a world as diverse and
varied as our own? We get a good example in Acts 15
and 16. There, as people from non-Jewish backgrounds
began to be saved and added to the churches, some
believers from a Jewish background felt that their non-
Jewish brothers and sisters should obey the laws of
Moses, especially circumcising their men and sons.
Instead of leaving each area to form its own policy
(which would have led to disastrous divisions) they sent
elders from Syria to Jerusalem where they discussed the
issue with the elders there. The discussion is captured in
Acts 15 where we see open debate, analysing practical
testimony with the Word of God,13 which they viewed as
authoritative on the subject. Finally they reached their

conclusion, saying, it has seemed good to us, having
come to one accord and it has seemed good to the Holy
Spirit and to us.14 Again the house is built according to
spirit and truth. Paul and Silas and others from Jerusalem
then took the decision back to the churches where the
issue had arisen.15 Missionaries Paul and Silas continued
by visiting the newest churches so that the decision
applied to all the churches globally at that time:

As they went on their way through the cities, they
delivered to them for observance the decisions that
had been reached by the apostles and elders who
were in Jerusalem. So the churches were
strengthened in the faith, and they increased in
numbers daily.16

This is the pattern by which we operate today in the
Churches of God. We see the practice of the early
churches as a normative command of God. Those who
are added to one of our churches are added to all of them
and, conversely, if they have to be removed because of
sin, or leave by choice, they are removed from all of
them. Each church has its own elders, but when
potentially divisive issues arise, they seek the fellowship
of the community of elders as a whole so that the same
truth is taught and practised everywhere. The elders come
together every eighteen months or so to make sure we are
still operating in unity at the leading of the Holy Spirit
and any issues that could divide us are raised and
discussed. Because we are human beings, our
conferences are by no means perfect, but we see this as
part of the architectural pattern by which the house God
desires so very much to live in is held together and we
want to put it into practice. He has taken the trouble to
reveal it in His word and so we try to obey it.

References: (1) John 4:21-24  (2) 2 Tim. 1:14  (3) Acts
1:2-3  (4) 1 Tim. 3:15  (5) 1 Pet. 2:4-5  (6) Eph. 2:21
(7)  Mark 13:1  (8) Mark 13:2  (9) 1 Cor. 3:9  (10) 1 Cor.
11:16  (11) 1 Cor. 7:17  (12) 1 Cor. 14:33  (13) Acts
15:15-18  (14) Acts 15:25,28  (15) Acts 15:22-35
(16) Acts 16:4-5

Bible quotations from ESV



14

The English word ‘inspiration’ has wide and varied use
in common speech. It can be applied to talented artists,
song writers, musicians and poets, for example.
However, when applied to the Bible, it has to do with the
very origin of Scripture itself.

How is it that fallible men were used in the production of
the sacred writings that are described as ‘The Word of
God’? The Bible gives account of itself and its divine
origin:

All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction,
for instruction in righteousness, that the man of God
may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every
good work.1

A more precise rendering of the first part of this verse is
translated in the New International Version of the Bible
as, All scripture is God breathed. The original Greek
word used here is theopneustos which is a compound
word: Theos meaning ‘God’, and pneo which means to
breathe out. The Scriptures are the product of the creative
breath of God. Remember how God breathed into man
and he became a living being?2 This demonstrated the
amazing power of the breath of God. However, it is not
the case that the Scriptures were written and then God
breathed into them. Isaiah says, The mouth of the LORD
has spoken.3 They owe their origin to the activity of God
the Holy Spirit. They were spoken directly by the Spirit
of God to and through men so they could be described as
issuing from Almighty God.4

A passage of profound importance sheds further light on
this. For prophecy never had its origin in the human will,
but prophets, though human, spoke from God as they
were carried along by the Holy Spirit.5 So, the message
did not originate with the writer, nor did the writers put
their own construction or interpretation on what they
wrote. They were moved by the Spirit of God. The Greek
word used here is: pherō – borne along.

In the Acts of the Apostles the same Greek word is used
to describe the movement of a ship in a storm. The ship
was caught by the storm and could not head into the
wind; so we gave way to it and were driven along
[Greek: pherō].6 The direction of the ship was not
determined by human initiative but by the wind. In the
inspiration of Scripture, God was guiding and leading the
human writers. They were being ‘borne along’ by the
Spirit of God.

This is as far as Scripture goes in defining how the Spirit
of God operated in those human writers. The divine and
human were blended in a way we are unable to fathom,

but one thing is clear: it was not usually done by
mechanical dictation and did not lead to the obliteration
of the personalities of the writers. Their minds and
personalities were fully employed and their natural
talents sanctified by the leading of the Holy Spirit. They
were preserved from error and their writings were
authoritative.

The Bible consists of 66 books penned by men of
different types such as shepherds, kings, poets and
fishermen, under the leading of the Spirit of God. There
is no uniform style, yet there is a great unity of theme
that has the stamp of the authority of God.

The writer of Hebrews begins by saying that, In the past
God spoke … through the prophets,7 and in Peter’s
second letter he writes, prophets … spoke from God.8
This is not a contradiction, as the words written by these
men were in every sense God’s word. The faculties of 40
writers over some fifteen centuries were fully used, yet
the Bible claims only one author.

What we have today are translations of the original
Hebrew and Greek texts, but clearly the doctrine of the
inspiration of Scripture refers to the very words of the
original text of the sacred writings, not the ideas behind
the words (as some modern critics assert). The words are
the vehicle of thought and upon their exact meaning
depends the discovery of the divine mind.

The Bible is a supernatural book, transforming lives and
able to speak powerfully and relevantly to us almost
2000 years since its completion. Its authority extends to
all matters about which it speaks. It is the supreme source
of our knowledge of God and of the salvation provided
through His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ. It is the
believer’s indispensable resource for daily living.
References: (1) 2 Tim. 3:16-17 NKJV  (2) Gen. 2:7  (3) Is.
1:20; 40:5; 58:14  (4) see e.g., 2 Sam. 23:2; Is. 51:16; Jer. 1:9
(5) 2 Pet. 1:21  (6) Acts 27:15  (7) Heb. 1:1  (8)  2 Pet. 1:21
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Can you help me with this?

The inspiration of  Scripture
Tony Smith, Kirkintilloch, Scotland
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What is your family and study background?
I have a wonderful Christian family. My family consists
of five members. I have one elder brother and one
younger brother. I am the middle one. My father’s name
is B. Samuel Raju and he is a medical officer by
profession. My mother’s name is Lalitha and she is a
housewife. My Grandpa has been a great influence on my
life, edifying me and leading me into the Churches of
God. He frequently teaches me more and more about the
divine pattern of worship. He has guided me in
connection with recognizing the call of God and His
service. Recently I got married to Mounika Vardhani.

Regarding my studies, I completed my theological
studies (BTh) in Bangalore and also I completed my
masters in English (MA English). Now I am doing God’s
work along with the Fellowship of the Churches of God
which is where I found the truth and the knowledge of
God. The Church of God is the place where I have grown
up.

Would you please describe your salvation
experience?
At the age of seven, while sitting in a Sunday school
class, I accepted Jesus as my Saviour and Lord. I became
aware that I was a sinner and deserved the lake of fire as
punishment for my sin. I came to the point of knowledge
that Jesus was the Son of God and sent by God to pay the
price for all our sins. On the authority of the Word of
God, I know that I put my faith upon Jesus at that time
for salvation. When I was reading the Bible, my finger
stopped at John 3:16 finding the unconditional love and
also John 1:12 that tells about my security and  guarantee
in Him. After some years, I realized that Jesus not only
came to save us, but to give us an understanding that we
may know Him that is true, and we are in Him who is
true, and also He is the true God and eternal life.1

What is your appreciation of the house of God?
This is the one of my favourite subjects and is a
revelation of God. Mr. John Miller wrote about the
House of God in Needed Truth volume 42, 1935 on page
147. He brought out many helpful truths from the life of
David, particularly in his relationship with the house of
God, and exhorted us, and especially younger ones, to be
steadfast. There is nothing worth contending for here
below unless it is found to answer to the heavenly
pattern. Also brother A.F. Toms wrote about the house of
God which is the church of the living God, the pillar and
ground of the truth.2 When I was seeing all these things, I
was very surprised at how much He loves us and wants

to dwell among us even though we are not worthy of it.
When I think about the house of God, I don’t see this as
just a topic to preach about, but it also shows me the
heart of God and His divine pattern. This revelation is
declared in Jacob’s vision. ‘A bad boy had a good dream’
in a place that was revealed as the gate of heaven.

How did the new church at Mandapeta come
about?
This ministry started in 2017 with one family. The
mighty hand of God led us to show His love towards
many others. In the midst of many trials, problems and
shames, God showed His love to strengthen us. God
Himself brought the people to church gatherings. The
planting was in 2019 and the text was “Fear not, little
flock.”3 Now we have 35 members.

What is your vision for the future?
My future vision is to do the ministry in Churches of God
and establish many churches in India, preaching the
Gospel and teaching the divine pattern of worship. Also,
I have a great desire to equip the young people for the
coming generations. God willing, I want to start Bible
class programs as well as edifying the church saints to
mature as disciples.

References: (1) 1 John 5:20  (2) 1 Tim. 3:15 NKJV  (3)
Luke 12:32 ESV

Riveting revelation
An interview with Vidya Kiran, Mandapeta, India, recently recognised as a full-time Lord’s Servant
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More than a golden
opportunity
Gilbert Grierson, Armagh, N.Ireland

One of my favourite books of the Bible to read through is
the Acts of the Apostles. It is so exciting to see how the
Gospel spread out from Jerusalem, and the methods that
were employed in proclaiming its life-giving and soul-
saving truths.

The Apostle Paul adapted his presentation of the
unchanging message to the audience or individuals with
whom he came into contact as he fulfilled his calling. He
travelled wherever he and his companions were led by
the Spirit of God, seeking out his Jewish kinsmen first in
the many towns and cities he visited, then turning to
preach to Gentile audiences, as he’d been commissioned.
He used a different approach in witnessing to Gentiles
with no knowledge of the Old Testament Scriptures (for
example in Athens), in contrast to Jews in synagogues
where the Old Testament was read daily.

What situation do we find ourselves in today in the UK?
Knowledge of the Scriptures has been largely lost,
especially among the younger generation.

Consequently, writers of Gospel leaflets look around for
some subject that will be familiar to possible recipients
and will likely attract their attention and encourage them
to read the leaflet. Different leaflets attract different
people, so Hayes Press publish a variety.

Recently, the Platinum Jubilee of Queen Elizabeth II –
Queen of the United Kingdom and fourteen other
Commonwealth realms – provided an opportunity.
Throughout her 70 year-long reign, Queen Elizabeth has
consistently witnessed to her fundamental belief in God,
the Bible and the person of the Lord Jesus as
undergirding her life and service. Seizing the
opportunity, a leaflet incorporating some truths of the
Gospel was written by a sister in a church of God.

Hayes Press, the publishing arm of the Churches of God,
printed this for distribution. Here are a few accounts of
how these were used around the UK:

London: “I gradually gave out a few tracts here and
there locally, at the beginning of Jubilee week….  It was
quite easy to say to people ‘Can I give you a leaflet about
the Queen?’ … I took the remainder up to St. James’
Park and the Mall [in Central London]… there were a lot
of bored-looking security guards along the route and
most of them were happy to take one.”

Leicester: “One or two people in the Leicester church
use leaflets on a personal basis when opportunity

presents itself rather than blanket distribution…. We used
the Jubilee leaflets recently at our tea meeting and coffee
morning… We have a selection of Hayes Press tracts and
other publications on permanent display on our church
bookstall in the foyer which people in the church, as well
as visitors, are free to take.”

Leigh: “In Leigh a few of us take gospel leaflets out
every couple of months. With the recent Jubilee tract,
many in the church took a handful of the leaflets to share
with friends and relatives. About 700 leaflets were
distributed in the locality of our church meeting hall.
People took them willingly.

“Often when we’ve distributed gospel tracts we will have
had visitors to the Remembrance. A label on the back
points recipients to our hall address, our website, our
Facebook page and gives a telephone contact.
Occasionally a phonecall comes for chat or enquiry.”

Buckhaven: “Karl and I gave out 500 Jubilee tracts in
Buckhaven recently. As a direct result of this, a man
named Mohammad contacted Martin Jones via the
Churches of God website asking for a Bible. Martin
forwarded the email to Neville and me. Neville met with
him at the hall and gave him a Bible…”

Whitehills: The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee was a fine
excuse to revisit and carry the Gospel to each home in
Whitehills and some in nearby Banff. Two called out
“Thank you!” as I left their gardens …John had had an
accident at work and fell several metres into liquid
cement. He saw a bright light come towards him; he
thought the end had come, before his colleagues pulled
him out and cleared his airways. “It has made me think,”
he said. I left him with the tract, ‘Peace with God’.”

As one contributor wrote, “We will only know the full
extent of our labours in this field when we get home to
glory.”

Be encouraged: keep sowing brothers and sisters!


