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The topic of leadership surfaces in this issue as it has done in world affairs
of late. The Man who is God’s choice1 is both elect and precious. In the
world, such a combination is unlikely (and in ultimate terms, impossible).
In the biblical setting of God’s spiritual kingdom, there can be no contest
in terms of who is fit for highest office. The man whom the world rejects
is the man whom God elects.2 This antithesis is a reminder of the long
war between good and evil which has our planet as its front lines. It’s
good to have God’s long-term goals refreshed in our minds within this
issue of the magazine.
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Sometimes in the politics of this world, it appears that a candidate’s
progress remains unhindered when their baser traits are painfully
made visible. How refreshingly different it is in things allied to
God’s kingdom where the important and eternal things are unseen.
Some of those invisible realities are our focus this year. We will
also, God willing, consider certain offices of Christ, along with
highlighting the excellent qualities that fit Him for these roles.
These were, as we are reminded, beautifully displayed in His life
among us. We begin our consideration of them by viewing Him
first as gentle and humble. These are not virtues to be prized in
this world’s rancorous contests for office! But in God’s upsidedown kingdom (which is the right way up really), it seems
appropriate that we look at this pairing first, since our Lord’s
own famous self-disclosure was in these terms.3 He could
have accurately self-identified in so many ways, but He
chose these from all the traits He might have selected. We
are left to reflect on the significance of that primary way of
self-referencing.
While we have no part in God’s elections (nor role to
play in the elections of this world either, other than
through prayer4), we can however work to ensure that
our Leader, the best of men, and the great Victor of
Calvary, receives the honour He alone deserves from
our lives of service. Like the ‘domestiques’ featured in
our lead-in article, our task may not be glamorous,
but it’s all for the glory of our Leader. No-one would
take part in such pursuits without extensive
preparatory training, and so our back-page reminder
is of opportunities for relevant training in our
spiritual service.
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Our number one
Sean Johnston, Belfast, N.Ireland

On Sunday 24 July 2016, the winner of the 103rd Tour
de France was crowned champion of the cycling
world’s toughest bike race.
Twenty-two teams from around the world, with nine
riders in each, had completed 2,200 gruelling miles. The
rider with the shortest time over the three weeks received
the final maillot jaune (yellow jersey), and stood on the
top of the podium in Paris as the victor.

who is this person? He’s the person in your life who is
number one in your heart. Crown the Lord Jesus as your
King and let all your individual efforts be for the honour
of Christ our leader.

Every team that enters has a leader, and all the other
riders in the team sacrifice their own aspirations to ensure
that their leader gets round the course faster than all the
others. Before the race has even begun every team has a
plan. Every day they look at the plan and every day they
follow that plan; and every team’s plan is, ultimately, to
have their leader acclaimed as champion.

Of course, a cycle race analogy has its limitations! We are
not competing against fellow-saints, and all fellowbelievers are on the same team in the big picture. Nor is
Christ dependent on our contribution to boost His victory.
But the lesson that we must dedicate ourselves to filling
the role He has for us as disciples, is rightly expressed in
a picture of a tremendous race.3

This is how it is for us in our life. Before our Christian
‘race’ begins there is a plan – God’s great plan for us.
And if we choose our leader wisely we have the added
assurance of a guaranteed victory. Imagine the uproar if
all the competing teams were told that a leader of one
particular team was to be proclaimed victor before the
race had even begun! But that is the reality for us – in
God’s plan of salvation, all who believe in the Lord Jesus
Christ will share in His victory.1

Recognition of, and a right relation to, leadership is
biblically illustrated in 1 Samuel 18 where we read about
David and Jonathan. Jonathan, as the eldest son of the
King of Israel, had just listened to David explaining his
actions when he struck down the mighty Philistine,
Goliath. On hearing this great expression of faith in the
And what of the plan; how often do you spend time
Lord, Jonathan became one in spirit with David ... And
studying and following it? We find God’s will for our
2
Jonathan made a covenant with David because he loved
lives by reading His Word and then we live it out.
him as himself.4 Earlier, Jonathan, too, had expressed his
Each member of a cycling team has his own specific
faith in the Lord with his own bold plan to attack the
qualities. There are climbers, sprinters and domestiques.
Philistines.5 So, it is easy to understand their kindred
The climbers are the ones who love the mountains and
spirits, and how they became knit as one. However, his
will set a phenomenal pace to the top. Their leader will
tuck in behind the climber’s rear wheel and be ‘pulled’ up next action was all the more significant. In front of all
those who were assembled, he took off his robe, his tunic,
the slopes by the slipstream effect. This means that the
his sword, his bow and his belt.6 The rightful successor to
leader will use less energy such that, when they near the
top, he will be able to pull out from behind and sprint to
the throne of Israel7 had the choice to wield or to yield –
the finish line, winning the stage. The leader will take all to rule, or to align his position in faith and recognize
the glory and the adulation of the crowd.
God’s anointed leader for the people of Israel.8 This one
The so-called domestiques (servants) are the engine room act appears to signify his recognition that to David
of the team. As the name suggests, they work for the team belonged all the honour of the victor, and that he,
Jonathan, would be content to serve him.
and for their leader. If the leader is hungry or thirsty, the
domestique falls back towards the support car for food
Let us be prepared to yield ourselves, aligning ourselves
and drink and then battles up through the peleton (group
behind our leader, and to give Him all the glory His
of riders) to distribute them amongst his team-mates.
victory has achieved.
These servants are the unheralded ones; whereas the
leaders in the peleton are easily recognized since the last
References:
digit of their number is a one.
(1) 1 Cor.15:57 (2) Eph. 2:10 (3) 1 Cor. 9:24; 2 Tim.
We all have our own specific qualities and strengths that
4:7; Heb. 12:1 (4) 1 Sam. 18:1,3 (5) 1 Sam. 14:6 (6) 1
we can put to good use in God’s ‘team’. We align
Sam. 18:4 (7) 1 Sam. 20:31 (8) 1 Sam. 16:13
ourselves with God’s plan, and follow the one whom we
believe should be taking the adulation of the crowd. And Bible quotation from the NIV
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Christ’s offices and roles

Mediator
Brian Johnston, Leigh, England
The preacher D. L. Moody was visiting the
father of an eleven year-old boy. Moody
realized he had left his satchel and umbrella at
his previous house call, and asked the boy if he
would walk over and get them for him. While
returning, and carrying the satchel on the end of the
umbrella poised over his shoulder, the boy stumbled and
broke the umbrella. He hurried home and told his mother,
who told his father, who in turn broke the news to Mr.
Moody. “So, you broke my umbrella,” said Mr. Moody.
“Come here a minute.” Fearfully, the boy went to him.
Moody said, “When you broke my umbrella, you became
frightened and ashamed, didn’t you? Then you thought, if
I tell mother or father, they can go between me and Mr.
Moody and straighten things up. Now that your father has
straightened things up, you can come to me. Now, my lad,
that is the way it is with all of us; we are sinners – afraid
of God. But God has provided a mediator – someone to
go between us and Him – and it is Jesus. You must come
to God through Jesus. He died for us, and is the Way to
God. I am glad this happened; I am going to tell my
audiences about this, and turn them to Christ, our
Mediator!”

Revelation through the mediator
God spoke further to Moses and said to him, “I am the
LORD; and I appeared to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, as
God Almighty, but by My name, LORD, I did not make
Myself known to them.”5 We may compare this with
God’s revelation through Christ. God, after He spoke long
ago to the fathers in the prophets in many portions and in
many ways, in these last days has spoken to us in His
Son.6 The literal sense is that ‘God in Sonship’ has spoken
to us, as distinct from previous communication through
third party agencies during the time of the Old Testament.
Throughout His ministry, the Lord manifested His
Father’s name.7 He who was in the Father, and in whom
also the Father likewise remained, showed the Father to
the disciples.8 In this, He was the great prophet, declaring
supremely the word of the Lord even as He disclosed all
that was in the Father. In an exquisitely succinct
characterisation of Christianity, we read: For the Law was
given through Moses; grace and truth were realized
through Jesus Christ. No one has seen God at any time;
the only begotten God who is in the bosom of the Father,
He has explained Him.9 This is revelation at its fullest
possible extent. Christ, the Mediator, is God’s ultimate
expositor.

That is quite helpful, and we shall return to it a little later,
and add a qualification when dealing with the ultimate
mediator – Jesus Christ. For a biblical example of
someone discharging the duty of a mediator, we turn to
Moses at the time when God was giving the ‘Old’
Covenant to His people, Israel.1 Moses describes his role
like this: I was standing between the LORD and you at
that time, to declare to you the word of the LORD; for you
were afraid because of the fire and did not go up the
mountain.2 This portrays the usual sense of mediator as
someone who goes between two individuals or parties in
order to bring them together.

Redemption through the mediator
“I will bring you out from under the burdens of the
Egyptians, and I will deliver you from their bondage. I
will also redeem you with an outstretched arm and with
great judgments.”10 We may compare this with the
redemption which we have known through Christ. When
He had made purification of sins, He sat down at the right
hand of the Majesty on high.11

With the help of such instructive examples, we wish to
begin this year’s series of articles which will turn the
spotlight on some of the distinct offices or functions
performed by the Lord Jesus. We first consider Him as
mediator, for as the Bible plainly says: there is one God,
and one mediator also between God and men, the man
Christ Jesus.3

All these things are from God, who reconciled us to
Himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of
reconciliation, namely, that God was in Christ
reconciling the world to Himself, not counting their
The letter to the Hebrews shows Christ to be greater by
trespasses against them, and He has committed to us the
far than Moses or Aaron.4 Our aim in this article will be
word of reconciliation12. The expressions ‘through Christ’
to focus on the various aspects of Moses’ mediation on
or ‘in Christ’ show that God and Christ were active
behalf of God and His people. These will then become the together. This is where we return to the opening
stepping-stones by which we will arrive at our
illustration with a word of qualifying caution. Illustrations
consideration of the scope of our Lord’s mediation. A
are sometimes employed by means of which Christ is
later article in this series will then separately take up and portrayed by evangelicals as an independent mediating
deal with the office of high priest as fulfilled by Christ
figure who interposes between a holy God on the one
hand, and guilty sinners on the other. In this way, as a
today.
4

disobedient lifestyles including any aspect which would
incline to ecclesiastical error.17

third party, He takes on the penalty which we humans
deserve, and experiences in our place the wrath which
arises from the offended holiness of God. In reality, our
texts tell us that it is God who pays the penalty for sin in
and through the person and work of the man Christ Jesus
(as mediator). God in sonship has come and spoken to us;
and God in Christ in our nature has reconciled us to
Himself.13

In summary
In Jesus Christ, His Son, God has acted as deliverer, just
as God did in saving the Israelites from slavery in Egypt.
Through Christ our mediator, there has been revealed to
us the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.18 Beyond
that, through Christ, God has acted to redeem us from the
curse and penalty of the Law; from the servitude which
the world system imposes; and most fundamentally from
our shortfall as measured over against the standard of
God’s glory revealed in Christ. The context for the widest
enjoyment of these blessings by the redeemed is to be
found in the New Testament community of disciples
devoted to the Apostles’ teaching19 as provided by the
terms of the New Covenant.

Relationship through the mediator
The relationship in view here is based upon three
wonderful promises. ‘Then I will take you for My people,
and I will be your God; and you shall know that I am the
LORD your God, who brought you out from under the
burdens of the Egyptians …’ .14
Three times in the letter to the Hebrews,15 we read of
Jesus being a mediator of a new or better covenant than
the one mediated by Moses at Mount Sinai. The
comparison is made explicit in chapter 8 and the same
three promises are highlighted which we found
anticipated in God’s words to Moses.16 Those addressed
in the Hebrews’ letter, as those brought into the fullness
of blessing of this new and better covenant relationship,
are those who become God’s people, and He becomes
their God, and they know Him. Every born-again believer
knows the forgiveness of his or her sins, but it is to
believers in the Church of God at Corinth that Paul writes
of these corporate blessings being fully realized by
obedient disciples being separated from worldliness and

References:
(1) Gal. 3:19 (2) Deut. 5:5 (3) 1 Tim. 2:5 (4) see e.g.
Heb.1:1-3; 3:1-6; 7:27-28 (5) Ex. 6:2-3 (6) Heb. 1:1-2
(7) John 17:6 (8) John 14:9-10 (9) John 1:17-18
(10) Ex. 6:6 (11) Heb. 1:3 (12) 2 Cor. 5:18-19; see also
Rom. 5:1,9-11 (13) Thought-provoking reading: John
Stott, The Cross of Christ, InterVarsity Press, 1986, 159160 (14) Ex. 6:7-8 (15) Heb. 8:6; 9:15; 12:24 (16) Heb.
8:10-11 (17) 2 Cor. 6:14-18 (18) 2 Cor. 4:6; cp. Ex.
34:33-35 (19) Acts 2:41-42
Bible quotations from NASB
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Bible-wide prophecies

The longest war is already won
Satan defeated and evil removed
David Woods, Manchester, England
to be active in the spiritual realm directly affecting the
affairs of this world.5

For many, the origin and continuation of evil is a
troubling concept. This article seeks to Biblically address
the topic, confirming the glorious truth of God’s holy and
perfect sovereign authority over all things, including evil.
In the end God will triumph, Satan will be defeated and
expelled, and sin and evil will be removed forever. God’s
people will eternally enjoy the fullness of God’s person
and presence, unhindered by sin. This is what God tells us
in His Word!

Thus, while Satan may at times be summoned by God, as
seen in Job chapters 1-2, he does not reside in the same
immediate presence of God that he had once enjoyed.
When he is asked by God to report on the whereabouts of
his activities, his response is: “From roaming throughout
the earth, going back and forth on it.”6 Satan is actively
opposing God in the spiritual realms of the air7 and the
earth. And this is why he deceived Eve in the garden of
Eden, resulting in the sinful rebellion of humanity.8

We read that God is light; in him there is no darkness at
all,1 so He is not the cause, origin, or sustainer of sin.
Careful study of the Bible shows that one of God’s angels
(created beings with the capacity to be voluntarily
obedient) was the first creature to sin, and that he was
joined by other angels in a revolt against the Creator. We
know him as Satan.

Thankfully, God’s eternal purposes did not stop with the
fall of humanity. Immediately following the Fall, God
promised that Satan would be defeated. Look at Genesis
3:15 – as God began to state the consequences of
mankind’s sin, He first spoke to the serpent (an
Ezekiel 28:11-18 would appear to point us to this
embodiment of Satan): “I will put enmity between you
rebellion. The ‘king of Tyre’ seems to refer to the behind- and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he
the-scenes influencer of the earthly ‘prince of Tyre’
will crush your head, and you will strike his heel.”
mentioned in Ezekiel 28:2-10. This powerful, unseen
God, looking at the full canvas of His eternal plan, was
figure was orchestrating what was happening in the
seeing someone, a ‘seed’ of the woman, who would inflict
political affairs of one of the world’s superpowers. Of
a crushing defeat on the deceiving serpent. This was the
course, God always remains in sovereign control of all
first Bible reference to the great champion of Calvary, the
things at all times, but within that absolutely good and
Christ who would defeat death, sin and Satan by
perfect authority He permits the presence and activity of
9
Satan, and associated satanic evil outcomes (see the early suffering death Himself. The sinless Son of God, Jesus
Christ, came that He might suffer once for sins, the
chapters of the book of Job). God is always, and
ultimately, working out His good plan and purpose. Satan righteous for the unrighteous, that he might bring us to
God.10 His resurrection from death demonstrated His
and evil can do nothing to prevent that.
power over sin and death, rendering Satan a defeated
This ‘king of Tyre’ is described in terms that distinguish
enemy. But the finality of that defeat is a future (but soon)
him from the human race. He was an ‘anointed guardian
event.11
cherub’. In Genesis 3:24 we find another Bible reference
For now, God commands that men everywhere repent in
to the presence of cherubim: they were angels placed at
anticipation of a final day of ultimate justice.12 The offer
the entrance to the Garden of Eden after ‘the Fall’, to
of forgiveness of sins is made to all people. Through faith
prevent Adam and Eve from returning to the immediate
presence of God in Eden. They were protectors of God’s in the Saviour God has provided, people can be saved
from the eternal punitive judgment that awaits all rebels,
holy presence.
including Satan and his demonic hordes.13
This ‘cherub’ was perfect and privileged, having access to
So, right from the earliest words of Scripture, God’s
the very presence of God. The reference to Eden, the
garden of God in Ezekiel 28:13 would seem to refer to the decisive defeat of Satan, and the removal of evil, is
promised. The prophetic allegories of Ezekiel 28:11-18
presence of God in heaven prior to the creation of the
and Isaiah 14:12-15 maintain continuity of the theme,
earth.
supported by the wonderful prophecies that speak of a
But sin occurred: this angelic ‘king of Tyre’ was filled
future kingdom of peace and glory in a newly created
with pride,2 presuming that he could occupy a position
heavens and earth, where sin, and its effects, are
higher than God! Because of this, the corrupted angel was
removed.14
expelled from heaven.3 And he was not alone; other
For the present time Satan continues to deceive humanity.
rebellious angels were also ejected.4 Some of these
disobedient spirits were restrained; others were permitted He was active during the time of the Lord’s life on earth.
6

realms to the earth. A loud voice in heaven states, “the
accuser of our brothers and sisters…has been hurled
down…woe to the earth and the sea, because the devil has
gone down to you! He is filled with fury, because he
Just prior to Calvary, Jesus said, “…the prince of this
knows that his time is short.”22 In this new restricted zone
world is coming. He has no hold over me, but he comes so
of activity on earth, Satan focuses his evil attentions on
that the world may learn that I love the Father and do
God’s ancient people Israel and any who, even in those
exactly what my Father has commanded me.”17 The Lord
last days, pursue the salvation of God in Christ.
knew that Satan’s activity was all within the sovereign
purposes of God, who would be glorified through the
Then, in Revelation 20 we read about the 1,000-year reign
obedience of His Son, who in turn would not be deflected of Christ on earth. During this period Satan is bound in
by the evil attacks of the adversary. Jesus’ consummate
the abyss,23 but is released for his final act of rebellion.
18
obedience would result in His death, which would be the Once again, he deceives the nations of the earth, causing
very means by which Satan and sin would be defeated!19 them to gather for battle against Christ and God’s people.
No battle occurs because fire comes from heaven to
Jesus was well aware what His mission on earth would
consume the amassed armies.24
accomplish. He refers to one aspect of it in John 12:31,
“Now is the time for judgment on this world; now the
Finally, the Devil is thrown into the lake of burning
prince of this world will be driven out.” Praise God that
sulphur, to be tormented day and night.25 Frighteningly,
the one with whom sin originated, and the one who holds unrepentant sinners are sent to this same place after they
such destructive power and control over people in our
are judged by God.26
world today, will eventually be driven out!
For Christians, the promise of a future without sin and
When we turn to Revelation 12 we home in on Satan’s
without evil brings such joyful hope. Sin and its effects
final days. In the Bible prophecy ‘end-times’ timeline,
are horrific, and most people on earth are looking for a
this chapter refers to the period known as ‘the Great
new world order without the evils of our present
Tribulation’. In the time depicted, the church the Body of existence. They will only find it through faith in Christ.
Christ (all born-again believers since the Day of
The new heavens and earth will be a place where
Pentecost) is no longer on earth, because they have been
righteousness dwells27 and the only way for unrighteous
20
caught up to be with the Lord at His return to the air.
sinners to be counted as righteous by God is by faith
alone in the death and resurrection of Jesus.28 How
The picture language employed in Revelation 12
relevant, and victorious, the gospel is in our broken world
describes the activity of ‘the dragon’, also called ‘the
today!
ancient serpent’,21 reminding us of the deceiving activities
of the serpent in Eden. This dragon is defeated by the
References:
angelic beings, and cast out of the spiritual heavenly
(1) 1 John 1:5 (2) Is. 14:13-14 (3) Ezek. 28:16-17; Is.
14:12 (4) 2 Pet. 2:4; Jude 6 (5) 2 Cor. 4:4; Rom. 8:38
(6) Job 1:7, 2:2 (7) Eph. 2:2; 6:12 (8) Gen. 3:13; 2 Cor.
11:3 (9) Heb. 2:14-15 (10) 1 Pet. 3:18 ESV (11) Rom.
16:20 (12) Acts 17:30-31 (13) Mat. 25:41 (14) e.g. Is.
65 (15) see Mark 8:33; Luke 22:3 (16) see Luke 4:1-13
(17) John 14:30-31 (18) Phil. 2:8 (19) see Col. 2:15
(20) see 1 Thes. 4:16-17 (21) Rev. 12:9 (22) Rev. 12:1012 (23) Rev. 20:1-3 (24) Rev. 20:7-10 (25) Rev. 20:10
(26) Rev. 20:11-15 (27) 2 Pet. 3:13 (28) see Rom. 3:2326; 2 Cor. 5:21
We read of significant destructive demonic activity,
Satan’s influence on Jesus’ own disciples15 and his direct
confrontation of the Lord in the wilderness temptations.16

God will triumph, Satan will be
defeated … and sin and evil will
be removed forever.

Bible quotations from NIV unless otherwise stated
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The excellencies of Christ

Gentle and humble
Craig Jones, Toronto, Canada
According to 1 Peter 2:9, one of the wonderful purposes
of God, in forming for Himself a spiritual people of God,
…a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation… is in
order that they may proclaim the excellencies of Him who
has called you out of darkness into His marvelous light.
There’s no shortage of material either, for the excellencies
of our Lord Jesus are too numerous to mention and
certainly too numerous for comprehensive coverage in
this series of articles.

somewhat envious of those folks who had such real,
personal encounters with our Lord. And yet, as the old
hymn says, ‘Thy touch has still its ancient power’8 and
though it may not be as physically tangible as when the
Lord was here on earth, His presence and His touch in our
lives are no less real. Our experience is more likely to be
similar to Paul’s who, in the midst of abandonment by his
fellows at the time, felt the very real, comforting,
reassuring and gentle presence of the Lord by his side.9

So then for this first instalment, we’re thinking about the
one who, in Matthew 11:29, described Himself as gentle
and humble in heart. The context, of course, was the
lovely appeal by the Saviour for all who are weary and
heavy-laden to come to Him and find rest for their souls.
Perhaps one of the most important ways the Lord
conveyed this beautiful gentleness was in His personal
interactions and how often He made a point of making
physical contact with people. We know that to effect
divine healing, or exercise some other amazing miracle,
the Lord only needed to speak.1 However, on many other
occasions, He chose to touch those whom He healed; the
leper in Matthew 8:3; Peter’s mother-in-law;2 Jairus’
daughter;3 the blind man of Bethsaida;4 Malchus;5 and the
crippled woman.6 It wasn’t just for physical healing
either, as we recall those almost fleeting references that
are so precious to all believing parents, when Jesus
embraced the babies and little children, taking them into
His arms to cuddle them and bless them.7

Gentleness and humility seem to go hand in hand.
Perhaps there’s no better expression of this in the Lord
Himself than the magnificent fulfilment of the ancient
prophecy of Zechariah 9:9, which envisioned the majestic
King coming to Jerusalem, humble and mounted on a
donkey. We see the fulfilment in Matthew 21:5, in what is
so often referred to as the Lord’s triumphal entry into
Jerusalem, where He comes into the great city, gentle and
mounted on a donkey. The King of kings and Lord of
lords, the majestic prince of heaven, the glorious Son of
God was coming to embark on the final stage of His great
mission, not with the pomp and circumstance of an
earthly monarch, but with the characteristic humility and
gentleness of the one who, although He existed in the
form of God, did not regard equality with God a thing to
be grasped, but emptied Himself, taking the form of a
bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of men.
Being found in appearance as a man, He humbled
Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even
death on a cross.10 How truly excellent and praiseworthy
and deserving of our emulation!

We surely all know from experience the immense value
of such personal touch. The love, compassion, kindness,
care and friendship that can be conveyed by the simplest
of touches, whether by a hug, a kiss, a handshake, an
affirming touch to the arm or shoulder. That kind of real,
human connection from one person to another can convey
so much of the warmth and gentleness of the human
spirit. How much more so then, when the beloved of God
reached out to gently, yet powerfully, convey His
compassion and love to those He met. Perhaps we can be

References:
(1) e.g. Mat. 8:8,13; Luke 4:35 (2) Mat. 8:15 (3) Luke
8:54 (4) Mark 8:22-25 (5) Luke 22:51 (6) Luke 13:13
(7) Mark 10:16; Luke 18:15-16 (8) Henry Twells, PHSS
477 (9) 2 Tim. 4:17 (10) Phil. 2:6-8
Bible quotations from NASB

“I am gentle and
humble in heart …”
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A sense of belonging
An interview with Ryan Ferguson, Belfast, N.Ireland
Ryan Ferguson went to camp in
Northern Ireland, and local youth
work in Belfast, before being added
to the Church of God in Belfast in
January 2016. As a young man
coming freshly to churches of God,
we took the opportunity to ask Ryan
some questions.
What early memories do you have
of Christianity in your life?
Well, when I was in nursery, my
granny took me to a youth club, near
to where we lived at the time, called
‘the Campaigners’. It was a relaxed
place, with different activities (the
majority of the time it was playing
football or something like that),
however, I distinctly remember that
there were talks about being a
Christian and what Christianity was.
I attended that club until I reached
about 2nd form in secondary school
(aged 12/13) when I moved house
and found myself near Shiloh Hall –
the meeting place of the Church of
God in Belfast. During this period I
remember a conversation with the
leaders (at Discovery Club – local
youth work) about the need to accept
Jesus as Saviour to be saved. I acted
on this, and feel that I was saved at
that time – but did experience
uncertainty in subsequent years.
When did you develop more of an
interest in spiritual things?
I feel that I’ve always had an interest
in spiritual things from around about
the age of 10, but lacked knowledge
and guidance about biblical
Christianity and what it means to be
in touch with God and live a life in
step with the Holy Spirit. That was
until I started attending the church
youth camp – a summer residential
where the Bible is taught – and even
then, I didn’t begin to grasp things
more fully until I was 17.
So what role has the church youth
camp in Northern Ireland played in
your understanding of the Bible?

It has played a very important role in
furthering my understanding of Bible
teaching. I used to have a Bible,
from my ‘Campaigners’ days, that I
found difficult to read and
understand. It was at summer camp a
few years ago that I finally got a
new, easier-to-understand, Bible
which I began to read in my spare
time. In 2015 I received an NIV
Bible which has fitted my needs
well, as well as a Bible with study
resources after my baptism. All in
all, I think that summer camp, and
other forms of church youth work,
have played an important part in
helping me to engage with the Bible,
and in my journey to discipleship.
Would you like to share your
experience of baptism and coming
into the Church of God in Belfast?
At summer camp in 2015 I discussed
lots of things with David Woods
who was the spiritual leader –
including confirmation of my
salvation. I expressed my desire to
be part of the church and to be
baptized. After that I met regularly
with an overseer in Belfast for Bible
study. As part of that, we went
through various passages and verses
about baptism (Acts 2, Acts 8,
Romans 6) – what it meant and
entailed. I asked if I could be
baptized and had a talk with some
local overseers, who informed the
church. I was very anxious about the
actual act, so the whole thing was
kept informal, with only a small
group of people from camp and
home attending to help my nerves –
it was a big deal! I got into the tank
and was baptized in the name of the
Father and the Son and the Holy
Spirit – immersed into the water and
brought back up again. Though it is
only a metaphor for my new life in
Christ, I felt a sense of completeness
and satisfaction in following Jesus’
command. The whole thing
happened on a Saturday night so the
next morning I was added to the
Church of God in Belfast and
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enjoyed my first remembrance of
Jesus as part of the church.
Why do you think being part of a
church of God is important?
Being part of the Church of God is a
very important aspect of my life. It
gives me a sense of belonging,
knowing that I belong to Christ and
that together with others in the
church I am giving Him and the
Father my worship. It allows me to
express thanks to God for Calvary,
and to remember what the Saviour
did to take my sins away and how
much I was loved for that to happen.
Seeing the wider international aspect
of the churches of God at YFR2016
was also a great experience for me!
You’ve been active in thanksgiving
during the remembrance, which is
great – how do you find that
experience?
It has been difficult in terms of
getting the words out! It is a nervewracking experience, but at the same
time it fills me with a sense of
warmth and purpose. That is coupled
with the nervousness of having to
speak in front of everyone. However,
knowing that my words are being
taken by Christ and made perfect
through Him as our Great High
Priest is something that really helps
to ease and encourage me.

Invisible realities

Who am I?
A child of God indwelt by His Holy Spirit
Geralde Mag-usara, Davao, Philippines

“What? Will You leave us very soon? You called us to go with You. We gave up all we had
just to follow You. But now you are going away?”
The disciples of the Lord probably thought that way in
their sorrow to hear His farewell.1 He did go to the cross
for our sake, He died, but rose again the third day.
Mission accomplished! He is ready to go back now to His
Father. But, “What about us, Lord? Who will guide,
protect, and defend us, especially from Your enemies?”
He answered, “I will ask the Father, and He will give you
another Helper, that He may be with you forever; that is
the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive,
because it does not see Him or know Him, but you know
Him because He abides with you and will be in you.’2.
The Lord kept His promise and sent the Holy Spirit to
them at the day of Pentecost.3

body, so also is Christ. For [in] one Spirit we were all
baptized into one body, whether Jews or Greeks, whether
slaves or free, and we were all made to drink of one
Spirit. 16 But it does not end there. The Spirit who unites
all believers within the Body of Christ is also the same
Spirit who wants to unite God’s people to serve
collectively in His temple. It is God’s will that the unity
which exists in the Body should be seen in God’s temple
(or house, namely, the interdependent fellowship of the
churches of God) through God’s Spirit within us.17 God
gave the Holy Spirit not only to unite believers, but also
to dwell in God’s children to perform WISE things for us.

Although unseen, His presence is so real in every
Christian believer. He is not a mere force as some falsely
teach, but He’s a living person who dwells in us. Many
cults in the Philippines do not believe that the Holy Spirit
is a person for the reason that He doesn’t have a physical
body. That’s not the way the Bible introduces Him to us.
We believe He is a living person because the Scripture
revealed that He has a mind,4 a will5 and emotions.6 The
Lord Jesus introduced Him, not as ‘it’, but as ‘He’,
emphasizing that He is a PERSON: “But when He, the
Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all the truth;
for He will not speak on His own initiative, but whatever
He hears, He will speak; and He will disclose to you what
is to come’.7

Witnessing

He is God8 – the third member of the
Trinity.9 The facts that prove His deity are
that: He is omnipresent,10 omniscient,11
omnipotent12 and eternal.13

It is impossible for a sinner to become God’s child if s/he
was only born once. S/he needs to be born twice, both
physically and spiritually. Jesus said to Nicodemus, “…
unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of
God.”18 Of course, we were born physically from our
mother’s womb, but being born again is a spiritual
thing.19 By faith, God gave us authority to become His
children.20 We are born through God. And the Father and
Son gave us the Holy Spirit as the witness of this invisible
reality. Paul says, The Spirit Himself testifies with our
spirit that we are children of God.21 This is also
connected with the sealing of the Holy Spirit. He acts as
our seal of ownership, proving that we are of God.22

One of the important roles of the Holy
Spirit is to unite believers. When Christ
said to His disciples, “I will build my
church”, He did not say this with respect
to any particular denomination; instead He
was referring to His ‘body’.14 It is
composed of all true believers, regardless
of the denomination they are in: all who
have confessed that Christ is the Son of the
living God.15 And when we believe that,
Christ baptizes us in the Spirit into His
body. For even as the body is one and yet
has many members, and all the members of
the body, though they are many, are one
10

Indwelling
In the Old Testament era the Holy Spirit came
upon men to help them in God’s work, but that
presence was not necessarily permanent. For
instance, the Spirit of the Lord was upon Samson
at the beginning,23 but when he disobeyed God,
He departed from him.24 David also, at one point
in His life, begged God, Do not take Your Holy
Spirit from me.25 However, when the Lord
introduced the Holy Spirit to His disciples in the
New Testament, the words of the Lord were very
clear about His permanence for He told them, “…
that He may be with you forever.”26 Children of
God must always be conscious of the Spirit’s
presence within them. Such awareness will help
us to keep from sinning. I still remember well
when, at the age of twelve, I was a naughty school
pupil. My teacher was proud of me because I was
one of the top pupils. But she didn’t know that I
used to cheat during the test. One day, a jealous
classmate revealed my dirty secret. She then
asked some of my classmates to spy on me when
we were taking the test. Unfortunately, they
caught me in the act and immediately reported to
the teacher! After that, the teacher sat beside me
during tests. Because of her close presence, I
couldn’t do what I had previously done.
This is also the same with all true believers. The Greek
word para used in John 14:17 means ‘beside’ or
‘alongside’. So, if we remain aware of His presence
beside us, whatever we do or wherever we are, we can’t
go against His will. Instead He wants us to walk in the
Spirit. But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not carry
out the desire of the flesh.27 Also, the Scripture reveals
that our body is His temple and we should strive not to
destroy it (e.g. through smoking or excessive drinking)
but to use our body for His glory.28 And although the
Lord said that He is permanently dwelling in us,29 and
will never leave us, He may be grieved if we are careless
with our deeds.30

Succouring
In John 14:14, Jesus said, “If you ask Me anything in My
name, I will do it.” That’s true. Jesus never fails to keep
His promise. But we need to understand that it does not
mean that God will give us ‘all what we want’ if we ask
Him. Paul, who prayed to the Lord three times to remove
his infirmities, received ‘No’ as an answer, yet this man
had been so faithful to Him. Instead, He said to him, My
grace is sufficient for you, for power is perfected in
weakness.31 That was the will of God for him at that time.
This tells us that we need to rely on God’s will when we
pray for our infirmities. And we are grateful to Him that
the Spirit within us is succouring or helping when we
pray to make sure that our prayers coincide with the will
of God!32

Empowering & equipping
Peter was afraid of a servant girl when he denied the Lord
three times at the hall of Caiaphas.33 However, after the
Spirit was poured out at Pentecost, Peter had no fear to
witness about Christ, even to the rulers. What’s the
difference? He was then empowered by the Holy Spirit.34
This is the same with us today. The Spirit within us will
empower us, too, through God’s Word35 as we witness
about Christ to others. Not only that, He will equip us by
giving gifts for service.36
Wow! Christ came for our benefit and then left us so that
we might have four more benefits – by sending the Spirit!
Praise God for His WISE ministry within us.
References:
(1) John 13:33; 16:22 (2) John 14:16-17 (3) Acts 2
(4) Rom. 8:27 (5) 1 Cor. 12:11 (6) Eph. 4:30 (7) John
16:13 (8) Acts 5:3-5 (9) Mat. 28:19 (10) Ps. 139:7-10
(11) 1 Cor. 2:10-11 (12) Luke 1:35 (13) Heb. 9:14
(14) Eph. 1:23 (15) Mat. 16:16-18 (16) 1 Cor. 12:12-13
(17) Eph. 2:20-22 (18) John 3:3 (19) John 3:5-8
(20) John 1:12 (21) Rom. 8:16 (22) 2 Cor. 1:21-22
(23) Judg. 14:19 (24) Judg. 16:20 (25) Ps. 51:11
(26) John 14:16 (27) Gal. 5:16 (28) 1 Cor. 6:19-20
(29) John 14:17-18 (30) Eph. 4:30 (31) 2 Cor. 12:7-9
(32) Rom. 8:26-27 (33) Mat. 26:69-75 (34) Acts 4:7-8
(35) Eph. 6:17 (36) 1 Cor. 12:4-11
Bible quotations from NASB

11

Bible covenants

God’s covenant with Noah
Peter Hickling, Cromer, England
What is a ‘Covenant’?
The word ‘covenant’ isn’t in very widespread use today,
unless you, the reader, happen to be a legal or property
professional. It is therefore worthwhile to define its
meaning before we begin to discuss God’s covenants.

– “I undertake to …”. The covenant with Noah is of the
latter sort.

The world in the time of Noah

In the original creation, Scripture tells us, God created
man in his own image, in the image of God he created
him; male and female he created them.1 That is, in their
A covenant is an agreement either to do or not to do
something; for example, if someone sells part of his land original state they were sinless, but the Fall supervened,
leading to a steady deterioration in the state of human
the sale agreement may include a covenant granting a
society, until by the time of Noah the LORD saw that the
right of way over land which remains in his ownership.
wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every
Alternatively, someone may sell a freehold piece of land, intention of the thoughts of his heart was only evil
but include covenants which prevent certain uses there,
continually.2 So the LORD said, “I will blot out man
even though the land no longer belongs to him. Breaching whom I have created from the face of the land, man and
such covenants may incur severe penalties – this is why
animals and creeping things and birds of the heavens, for
solicitors have a duty to scrutinize the deeds of a property I am sorry that I have made them.”3 Amidst this
before contracts for sale are exchanged. Human covenants depravity there was one beacon of uprightness: Noah.
nearly always have some sort of quid pro quo attached –
The character of Noah
each party has something to gain in their conditions.
Noah was a righteous man, blameless in his generation.
God’s covenants aren’t the same, because the parties to
4
the covenants are not equal. It is not possible to bind God Noah walked with God.
to do anything, for that would mean that He subjected
Notice that Noah was not a sinless man; no-one except
Himself to the jurisdiction of some exterior power, but He Christ has been that, but he must have been like Job, of
can bind Himself by making promises. These may be
whom the LORD said to Satan, “Have you considered my
conditional – “If you do this … I will” – or unconditional servant Job, that there is none like him on the earth, a

I have set my bow in
the cloud, and it shall be a
sign of the covenant…
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areas of land causing loss of life, livelihood and homes. Is
there any sign of the promise? God gave one: God said,
“This is the sign of the covenant that I make between me
and you and every living creature that is with you, for all
future generations: I have set my bow in the cloud, and it
shall be a sign of the covenant between me and the earth.
When I bring clouds over the earth and the bow is seen in
the clouds, I will remember my covenant that is between
blameless and upright man, who fears God and turns
me and you and every living creature of all flesh. And the
away from evil?”5 No specific righteous acts of Noah are waters shall never again become a flood to destroy all
mentioned, but Noah found favor in the eyes of the
flesh. When the bow is in the clouds, I will see it and
LORD.6 His ready obedience to God is seen in the way
remember the everlasting covenant between God and
that he obeyed the command to make the ark. Such a wide every living creature of all flesh that is on the earth.”11
inundation had never been seen before, and Noah might
What did those who first heard the promise think of the
have thought it unlikely, but he obeyed and made the ark
sign of the covenant? Had they never seen a rainbow
which eventually saved himself and his household. His
before? It is possible that some had a very primitive
character is shown by the fact that the first thing that he
conception of what God was like, and viewed the bow as
7
did on leaving the ark was to offer sacrifices to God. As
the literal bow of God as the ‘mighty hunter’. However,
a result of this the LORD said in his heart, “I will never
people today tend to be ‘historical snobs’, who
again curse the ground because of man, for the intention
underestimate the knowledge of people of earlier ages.
of man’s heart is evil from his youth. Neither will I ever
Maybe there had always been rainbows, which God took
again strike down every living creature as I have done.
up to be the sign of the covenant to all who would see
While the earth remains, seedtime and harvest, cold and
them. Even schoolchildren today learn about the physics
heat, summer and winter, day and night, shall not
cease.”8 Notice that God made His own resolution in His of light shining through water drops; the ancients would
heart; this antedated the covenant which He subsequently not explain the phenomenon in this way, but could be
reminded of God’s promise by it.
declared to Noah, and it emphasizes the fact that God’s
covenants are essentially unilateral: they are actions of
The prototype covenant
His own will.
The covenant with Noah is the first time that the word is
God’s covenant with Noah
used in Scripture, but it displays the essential character of
First of all, God gave to Noah and his family every living subsequent divine covenants in the respects that:

A covenant is an agreement
either to do or not to do
something.

thing that moves as food, with the description as I gave
1. It was unilateral; that is, that there was no element of
you the green plants.9 The implication, taken with
bargaining in it. The covenant applied not only to
Genesis 1:29-30, is that antediluvian mankind was
men, but also to every living creature.
vegetarian. Promises were given to mankind that extended
2. It was a covenant of grace, which resulted from the
far beyond Noah’s immediate progeny, even though God
freely loving character of God. It might be argued at
knew that the intention of man’s heart is only evil from
this point that Noah deserved the goodness of God,
his youth.
because Noah was a righteous man, blameless in his
God said to Noah and to his sons with him, “Behold, I
generation. Noah walked with God. However, it is
establish my covenant with you and your offspring after
clear throughout the Scripture, as we have pointed out
you, and with every living creature that is with you, the
previously, that no human being, even though he
birds, the livestock, and every beast of the earth with you,
honestly seeks to do well in his life, is free from the
as many as came out of the ark; it is for every beast of the
entail of sin. Indeed, it is the experience of the most
earth. I establish my covenant with you, that never again
saintly of men that the nearer they draw to God the
shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of the flood, and
more they feel their own shortcomings.
never again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth.”10
This was a promissory covenant; there was no question of However, there was no obligation placed upon those who
benefited from this covenant. As we shall see, later
a bargain here. It entirely arose from God’s grace and
covenants had both a blessing, if their terms were kept,
goodness. He knew what people were like, and He
and a curse, if they were disregarded. It is salutary to us,
foresaw the depravity to which they would sink, even to
inheritors of the New Covenant, to look back over the
the rejection and slaughter of His Son, but nevertheless
covenants recorded in Scripture and see the responses of
He eschewed further widespread destruction.
those who received them, and learn from their attitude.

The sign of the covenant
Those who lived at the time of the Flood disaster, and
folk memories for centuries after that, might well have
been afraid of what was going to happen when they saw
prolonged heavy rain and rising river levels. Even in our
time, the 2016 floods in Malawi have inundated large

References:
(1) Gen. 1:27 (2) Gen. 6:5 (3) Gen. 6:7 (4) Gen. 6:9
(5) Job 1:8 (6) Gen. 6:8 (7) Gen. 8:20 (8) Gen. 8:21-22
(9) Gen. 9:3 (10) Gen. 9:9-11 (11) Gen. 9:12-16
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Don’t shoot the messenger!
Geoffrey Hydon, Mount Forest, Canada
As the election in the USA drew near last
November, the rancour from candidates and their
supporters grew louder. One told the electorate that
the media was controlled by the camp of the other
candidate, and was misreporting the facts. Western
politicians are having to change to reflect the fact
that information can now be shared far more easily
using current technology. This can be embarrassing.
The ‘Clinton camp’ found this out when, allegedly
with Russian assistance, Americans learned the
content of emails accessed by computer hackers.
And they also saw videos of another presidential
candidate speaking most inappropriately about
women. Instead of focusing on policies, the
presidential campaigns became dominated by attack
and counterattack about personal weaknesses, and
apparent character flaws.
Democratic politics and politicians are losing support.
Russia and China are in the ascendency, while the world’s
so called super-power has been evidencing a lot of
weaknesses. What is to be done about this? Do we have a
role to play? It might be timely for us to remind ourselves
that as Christians we have to exhibit ambassador-like
qualities. We represent a King of another realm, and our
job is to witness to His words, not to attempt to gain
influence by joining the ranks of politicians in the place
where we reside. Paul wanted people to pray: that words
may be given to me in opening my mouth boldly to
proclaim the mystery of the gospel, for which I am an
ambassador in chains, that I may declare it boldly, as I
ought to speak.1
If we are to be effective as Christ’s ambassadors it will be
essential that we stick to His script and that our everyday
lives match what we say. But still we may not be
accurately reported. The average length of a tweet on
Twitter – measured back in January, 2012 – was
reportedly 60 characters (characters, not words!) out of an
available 140 characters. When we speak as ambassadors
to the outside world, others’ opinion about it may be
expressed in less than twelve words (if we assume words
use the reported average of 5.69 characters). We might do
well to carefully consider how best to explain Scripture in
few, well chosen, words. A correct short, but true, quote
should be more effective than someone else’s knee-jerk
reaction to it, expressed in their words.
We are only messengers. That suggests another analogy:
the herald. One way of getting a message to a largely
illiterate target audience in the past, was to use a herald.
The herald simply went to where the people gathered,
drew their attention, then yelled the message in the very
words the herald was told to use. Perhaps the herald
would want to use other words, but that was not supposed

to happen; the objective was brief, but accurate,
communication of a predetermined message.
Interestingly, history tells us that heralds would wear the
coat of arms of the royalty they represented. Your mind
may already be translating these aspects into descriptions
of evangelical activity. Going with your Master’s colours
into the public square and proclaiming the words of life.
That’s exactly the kind of thing the angel (another
messenger!) said to the Apostles: during the night an
angel of the Lord opened the prison doors and brought
them out, and said, “Go and stand in the temple and
speak to the people all the words of this Life”.2 That is, be
heralds.
Older Christians may well be able to envisage the very
position of a text on the page of the paper Bible they have
used for years. Today’s readers of e-books simply scroll
through text on a screen with no facility to remember its
location as their parents’ generation did. Moreover, the
multiplicity of modern versions of the Bible makes it
harder to choose which variation of a text to remember.
But if we are all to be good messengers, we shall need to
find effective ways to learn and use the very words of
Scripture, so that we can convey them accurately. Our
e-devices make it easier to research Bible passages in
depth, and make the Scriptures more accessible: you have
your mobile phone – you have your Bible. And if you
can’t remember the location of the text your Bible
software will find it for you with ease. I can then send
people a link to Bible information they need. But if the
text stays in my pocket I shall not have done the work of
an ambassador, herald, messenger.
References:
(1) Eph. 6:19-20 and see 2 Cor. 5:20 (2) Acts 5:19-20
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Personal dilemmas

Temptation
Michael Johnston, Kirkintilloch, Scotland

Sometimes, when I’m at work, I’ll slip out in the
middle of the afternoon to buy a bar of chocolate
from the corner shop.
At the time, there is the intention that this purchase will
be my snack for the rest of the week, and I’ll take a small
piece at roughly the same time each afternoon. However,
it very rarely works out that way, and in at most two
sittings I’ve eaten the entire bar of chocolate.

Conviction
A man who endured repeated temptation and so provides
a good example is Joseph. He was approached day after
day4 by the wife of Potiphar, but he responded with the
words, “My master … has put everything that he has in
my charge ... nor has he kept back anything from me
except you, because you are his wife. How then can I do
this great wickedness and sin against God?”5 His
answer, and his repeated denial of this temptation, prove
the strength of his conviction in this matter.

There are two separate aspects of temptation at play here:
the first is an instantaneous decision to indulge in buying
a quick pick-me-up as my work energy lulls; the second
is a constant failing to keep to the limitations that I have
set for myself. The former challenges our integrity in a
snap decision; the latter our self-control and selfdiscipline over a period of time.

Making a choice

The word ‘conviction’ is a suitable one here because it
conveys the sense of something firmly held and truly
believed – having opinions, ideas and a stance on
temptation are of limited use, because such things are
abandoned easily and will not survive the repeated
attacks of the enemy. Instead, conviction is vital.

The most memorable examples of temptation in the Bible
are those that take place in an instant: the three recorded
temptations that Jesus faced in the wilderness;1 David’s
desire for Bathsheba;2 and Shadrach, Meshach and AbedNego’s fortitude when threatened with the furnace.3 They
make good stories because the drama unfolds simply and
is resolved quickly. They are also stories that are
obviously told with the purpose of demonstrating how to
deal with temptation (or how not to). It is good to study
the characters involved and see why and how they did
what they chose to do. We can understand the importance
of being familiar with God’s Word, of evaluating choices
based on their future consequences, and of standing by
Christian friends who can strengthen our resolve in the
most difficult situations.

Finding conviction
However, there is no easy formula to finding this
conviction and overcoming temptation, else we would
not struggle against it as we do. Convincing ourselves of
the right and wrong choices to make, is especially hard if
we find ourselves in a position where we have repeatedly
made the wrong choice. At such a point, it might be
necessary to build that conviction right back up from the
basics: we can remember the suffering that Christ went
through on our behalf to stiffen our resolve to live holy
lives;6 we can take courage that we do not need to feel
trapped by the things that tempt us, we have been set free
from sin;7 we can then take action to restore our selfcontrol over our actions.8 Finally, we can enjoy the fact
that God has already begun a good work in us, and will
bring it to completion;9 that as we work to overcome
temptation in our lives we are working alongside our
Lord, just as when we are engaged in outward service to
others.

The problem
However, such examples do not easily project themselves
onto all our experiences, especially when we are
experiencing temptations over a long period of time. It
could be unrestrained access to unsavoury internet
content, requests from our friends to join them on a night
out, or a relationship where we have to deal with the
availability of having sex outside of marriage. The first
two or three times we face the dilemma, we may easily
swat it aside, having suitably prepared ourselves with the
lessons learned from the prior examples. But even then,
over time, having to repeatedly turn down our friends or
continually exercise restraint in private can wear us
down, and we face a trial of stamina in the same mould
as trying to not eat a bar of chocolate that we have
constantly with us.

References: (1) Mat. 4:1-11 (2) 2 Sam. chs.11-12
(3) Dan. 3 (4) Gen. 39:10 Note, in the final analysis also
removing yourself from the place of temptation may be
the only solution (5) Gen. 39:8-9 (6) 1 Pet. 4:1
(7) Rom. 6:7 (8) 1 Cor. 9:27 (9) Phil. 1:6
Bible quotations from ESV
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Mission

Training for Service
Lindsay Woods, TFS Coordinator
What is Training for Service (TFS)?
Following the New Testament pattern, those charged
with responsibility for pastoral care and teaching in
churches of God are not simply the product of training
courses or seminary attendance. As the Holy Spirit
equips such men, he leads them into work that
evidences to others a divine call to service. Their
qualifications are not certificates of completion of
studies; they are the demanding criteria found in, for
instance, 1 Timothy 3 (as applying there to overseers).
But that is not to say dedicating time for concentrated
study with fellow disciples is not a good thing, for all
in churches of God of whatever age or responsibility.
So why do the churches of God run residential courses
called Training for Service? Read on and the answers
will be found, first in its historic development, then in
its current content and in the plans for the future, God
willing.

deeper appreciation of what God has done, is doing,
and will yet do for them as He works out His plan
determined before the world was made.
From September 2016 a new TFS course has been
available for delivery – ‘Being a Believer.’
The Apostle Peter wrote: sanctify Christ as Lord in
your hearts, always being ready to make a defence to
everyone who asks you to give an account for the hope
that is in you, yet with gentleness and reverence.1 In
making such a defence (engaging in apologetics – from
the Greek word ‘apologia’ translated ‘defence’ in this
verse) it’s vital that we know who and what we believe,
and are able to speak of our beliefs in a confident,
convincing and winsome manner. This is not the
preserve of academics! Peter was writing to ‘ordinary’
believers, encouraging them to be well acquainted with
the fundamentals of their faith, and to be ready to share
that faith with others in a respectful manner when
opportunities arose.

The first of these residential courses was held in 1994,
at the home of Alistair and Esther Taylor near
Guildford in the south of England. Back then, some of
our full-time Bible teachers and brothers from the
Churches of God Outreach Committee were guided by
the Holy Spirit to develop a residential-style Bible
study course to encourage and equip younger disciples
for service in the House of God. Since then, hundreds
of younger and older disciples from churches of God
have been enriched by attending the various weeklong
courses. We owe much to our hosts, now living near
Royal Wootton Bassett, alongside Colin and Margaret
Jarvis. They have opened their homes to us and
provided a wonderful ‘retreat’ environment for
intensive study of God’s Word.

This TFS course, which will run in 2017 God willing,
continues to build on the original concept developed in
the early 1990s.
‘Being a Believer’, based primarily in the writings of
the Apostle John, aims to provide a robust
understanding of what it truly means to be a follower of
Christ today. Course participants will see how, in a
post-modern Western culture that regularly ridicules
Christians, it’s essential to know:
1. the reality of what we believe,

Since 1994 our TFS leaders have given to us richly
from their knowledge of God and the Scriptures of
truth. Five different courses have been pursued: Life in
the Spirit; Life in the Kingdom (Hebrews);
Transformed by the Gospel (Romans); Growing
Healthy Churches (Acts); Life in the Body (Ephesians).
It has been a special joy to be able to also host some of
these courses in India, Nigeria and North America.
In 2015, we had a full complement of eighteen
disciples from twelve different churches in the
Fellowship gathered for the ‘Life in the Body’ course.
The Lord again richly blessed our times of teaching,
study and fellowship. Our desire has been that, as a
consequence of participating in these courses, attendees
will go back to their personal and church lives with a

2. how what we believe is so radically different from
all other worldviews, and,
3. why we are called to be witnesses to the truth.
‘Being a Believer’ explores the foundations of faith and
belief in God by studying the fundamentals of what
God tells us about: Himself; humanity; the Word of
God; salvation and redemption; the disciple’s life and
service; and the future hope.
Our prayer is that there will be a keen interest in this
new course. It is our desire and prayer that brothers and
sisters of all ages will joyfully gather for concentrated
study, entering into a fuller understanding of God’s
purposes for disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ.
Reference : (1) 1 Pet. 3:15 NASB
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