
NOTES 
 

1. Paper-writers, please note that a shorter article focused on one or up to three sub-
topics is most helpful. Articles covering all the passages for the month may have 
sections removed by editors, so as to make the magazine a more efficient tool for those 
who consult it.    
 Papers should not exceed 500 words. 
 

2. Papers should be typed with double spacing in the current Bible Studies format, i.e., 
beginning with From Ourtown:  and on one side of A4 paper. Scripture references 
added in curved brackets should be written with the book titles abbreviated, a colon 
between chapter and verse(s), and a hyphen to indicate consecutive verses or a 
passage:  
 e.g., Romans chapter 9, verses 14, 15 and 19 to 23 would be typed  
(Rom. 9:14-15,19-23). 
 Where it is possible, we prefer contributions to be sent by e-mail. Attachments in 
Microsoft Word.docx format are preferred. 
 

3. Editorial practice is to use the names of Biblical books in full when they form part of a 
sentence, but when given as a reference to use the Revised Version abbreviations. 
References to other works should include at least the title and the author, with 
preferably the publisher, place and date, with page number. 
 

4. Contributors are asked to indicate the version of Scripture they are using; 
this greatly eases the task of checking quotations. 
 

5. Papers on the monthly subject should be sent to: 
P. Whitehouse, 1 Orchid Drive, Sheringham, Norfolk NR26 8UU,  
or  pbwhitehouse@btinternet.com , and should reach him NOT LATER than the 28th 
day of the third month prior to the date of publication; e.g.  January’s paper should 
arrive by October 28th. 
 

6. Special articles of a study nature will be welcomed. These and other 
correspondence should be sent to: R. B. Fullarton, 47 Beechwood Park, Uphall Station, 
West Lothian, EH54 5QH Or   rbfullarton@btinternet.com 
  
 

Editors: M. Archibald, R.B. Fullarton, P.H. Doel, J. Johnson 

 
 

 
Bible Studies  SYLLABUS 2022  
Six Context Driven Psalms – & the 
Book  of Lamentations 
The study of poetical books does not happen frequently 
in Bible Studies, perhaps because the raw emotion often 
displayed does not seem fitting for close forensic study. 
But in 1941 the Messianic psalms were studied and then 
in 1980 a further selection of psalms. So, after another gap of roughly forty years, 
editors are proposing another study; this time on some context-driven psalms. The 
extract below from the first 1980 editorial is relevant here: 

“...students will have noted from the syllabus the wide range of subjects in the songs and 
poems that compose the Book of Psalms. Whatever the subject personal or doctrinal, the 
Holy Spirit gives to these songs an equal weight with the other inspired writings of the 
Bible. We know our study will help us individually as we consider the writing that records 
and grows out of personal experience.”  

The same very much applies to the book of Lamentations, which we propose to study in 
the second half of the year. This is a first venture into this book for BS, chosen after 
studying Jeremiah recently. All in God’s will and seeking His blessing.  

Editors are especially keen to encourage new writers. We invite contributors old and 
new, to commit themselves to the valuable discipline of writing a monthly paper. 

As Francis Bacon said: ‘Reading maketh a full man; conference a ready man; and writing 
an exact man.’ 

We request contributors to select and explore no more than three of the topics 
suggested, to minimise overlap between contributions. We welcome too, of course, 
thoughts on other points in the portion for the month not raised by the syllabus 
questions.  
 

Please remember to take advantage of our ‘Question & Answer’ service, and feel 
free to follow up a debatable point via our ‘Mail-box’ section. 

 
‘”Everything written about me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms 
must be fulfilled.” Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures.’  

(Luke 24:44-45) 
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January  Psalm 3: 'when he fled from Absalom his son.'              (2 Samuel 15:13-37) 
● Does there seem to be a connection between the three Selahs in Psalm 3? 
● Is there a particular portion of 2 Samuel 15 that resonates with Psalm 3? 
● How is David’s relationship with God manifest in both passages? 
● How do David’s prayers in his extremity help us? 

February   Psalm 18: '... this song in the day that the LORD delivered him from the hand 
of all his enemies, and from the hand of Saul.'             (1Samuel 21) 
● What experiences of the Lord must have brought forth the descriptions of His character in 
Psalm 18:1-3? 
● Does David manifest a right theology in verses 20-27? 
● How does David’s exultation of his God and his exaltation of Him in the first half of the 
psalm lay a foundation for some of the second half of the psalm? 
● Is there a triumphalism in verses 37-42 of the psalm? Is it warranted? Should we 
spiritualise it?  

March  Psalm 30: ‘At the Dedication of the House’         (I Chronicles  16:8-36) 
● Compare and contrast the two passages 
● Why is it important that both should be associated with the Sanctuary? 
● Why is it important for a covenant people to remember (1 Chronicles 16: 12-18)? 
● Explore how either or both passages expand and develop in scope and vision 

April  Psalm 51: 'when Nathan the prophet came unto him, after he had gone in to 
Bathsheba.'                      (2 Samuel 11 and 12) 
● Why did the Lord send Nathan to David (2 Sam 12:1)? Is the timing significant? 
● Does Psalm 51:4 show there is a difference between sin and crime? 
● Verses 5 and 6 both start with the word ‘Behold’, showing something to which particular 
attention is drawn. What important truths are seen in these verses? 
● Is verse 11 ever an appropriate prayer for a new covenant believer? 

May  Psalms 57 & 142: 'when he fled from Saul, in the cave'/'when he was in the 
cave' (comparison study with Psalm 142)            (1 Samuel 24) 
● What events recorded in I Samuel 22-24 may have brought forth these thoughts?  
● What is the psalmist’s state of mind in Psalm 57? 
● Ps. 142 is a prayer. Ps. 57 contains prayer and praise. Which should our prayer meetings 
resemble? 

June  Psalm 102: 'A Prayer of the afflicted, when he is overwhelmed'     (Isaiah 38) 
● What difficulties and extremities does the psalmist face? 
● Is there justification for seeing the Saviour in prayer here? 
● Is there justification for seeing Hezekiah in prayer, with this as a sister Psalm to Isaiah 38? 
● The themes of the brevity of our lives and the everlasting God are punctuated in verses 12-
22 with the theme of Zion. How is the psalm unified? 

 
 
July   The Desolation of the City                             (Lamentations Chapter 1) 

● In 2 Corinthians 7:10 Paul writes of godly and worldly sorrow. Would either describe the 
sorrows of this chapter?  Can the Man of sorrows of Isaiah 53:3 be discerned here? 
● ‘Is it nothing to you …? (v. 12) What is the purpose of this appeal? 
● What can we learn from the prophet’s attitude to the suffering being experienced? 
● What might the use, in much of the book, of the acrostic form—spanning the entire 
Hebrew alphabet—suggest as to the purpose of the book? 

August   God’s Anger with Jerusalem        (Lamentations Chapter 2) 
● Compare and contrast the wrath of God and the wrath of man 
● Give examples of how deep and how far-reaching have been the sins now being punished, 
and show how the punishment is commensurate 
● Verse 14 How had the false prophets’ message (e.g., Jer. 14:13-16 and 23:14-17) 
contrasted with Jeremiah’s message (e.g., Jer. 24:8-10 and 27:12-15) in any or all of source, 
content, reaction and outcome? 
● What is meant by the Lord fulfilling what he decreed long ago? (v. 17) 

October  The Afflictions of the Prophet and the City           (Lamentations Chapter 3) 
● What comfort and hope does Jeremiah gain from knowing the Lord is a covenant-keeping 
God? 
● How do we reconcile verse 22 ‘His compassions never fail’ with 2 Chronicles 36:17 “and 
had no compassion”? 
● What is meant by “It is good for a man to bear the yoke while he is young”? (v. 27) 
● Verses 1-21 dwell on the suffering of the people; verses 22-42 on the Lord and his dealings 
with human sin; and verses 43-66 combines the two themes. How is the divine heart 
manifest in these themes? 

November    The Gold become Dim                   (Lamentations Chapter 4) 
● What are the sorrows considered in chapter 4 which prompted the question of chapter 
1:12 ‘Is any suffering like my suffering...? Is it a valid question in the circumstances? 
● Is the principle set out by David to Gad in 2 Samuel 24:14 relevant here? 
● Why were Judah (and Israel) wrong to look to other nations to save them? (4:17) 
● What national developments are envisaged by the assurance that the ‘daughter of Zion’ 
would no more be in captivity after the present 70 years? 

December   Remember O Lord and Behold             (Lamentations Chapter 5) 
● Is it significant that the acrostic form of the first four chapters is abandoned? Is it 
appropriate that there is no statement of God’s responsibility for the punishment? 
● What is the scriptural response to the suggestion or fear that God may have abandoned 
the nation for ever? 
● Zion has appeared throughout the book (1:4,6,17; 2:1,4,8,10,13,18; 4:2,11,22; 5:11,18.) Is 
this simply interchangeable with Jerusalem or are the two to be distinguished between a 
spiritual and a civic centre? 


