NOTES

1. Contributors, please note that a shorter article focused on one or up to three sub-
topics is most helpful. Articles covering all the passages for the month may have
sections removed by editors, so as to make the magazine a more efficient tool for
those who consult it.

2. Contributions should not exceed 500 words. Please send contributions by e-mail
with attachments in Microsoft Word.docx format.

3. Editorial practice is to use the names of Biblical books in full when they form part
of a sentence, but when given as a reference the Bible version used should be
indicated and abbreviated, e.g., Romans chapter 9, verses 14, 15 and 19 to 23 would
be typed (Rom. 9:14-15,19-23). Indicating the version used greatly eases the task of
checking quotations.

4. References to other works should include at least the title and the author, with
preferably the publisher, place and date, with page number. The title/subject of the
book should be in italics.

5. Articles on the monthly subject should be sent to: rbfullarton@btinternet.com and
should reach him NOT LATER than the 28th day of the third month prior to the date
of publication; e.g. January 2026 paper should arrive by October 28th, 2025

6. Special articles of a study nature will be welcomed. These and other
correspondence should be sent to: rbfullarton@btinternet.com

Editors: R.B. Fullarton, P.H. Doel, J. Johnson

Bible Studies SYLLABUS January - June 2026

The Book of The Song of Songs

This book, which we would say is ‘the song of all songs’

written by this illustrious king (S.of S. 1:1), takes us to an
abundance of scientific studies such as anthropology

(study of human nature), sociology (study of human K
relationships), and floriculture (study of flowers), all of

which command our attention. His greatest study, of course, would have to be
theology, to which he gave himself unstintingly.

There are a number of people who appear from time to time in this eye-catching
romance story, starting with the young lady who has been brought into Solomon’s court
from the country to be a part of his female attendants, called the ‘daughters of
Jerusalem’, where the king had his palace. She is also known as ‘the Shulammite’,
which has the meaning of being peaceful, as is the epithet of Solomon.

She takes her place among this group and soon becomes well-known and trusted
by her peers, most probably as a result of her relating to her court companions her
deep love for a young man who is a shepherd. Solomon the king appears at certain
junctures, for instance, riding relaxedly in the comfort of his luxurious royal carriage
(3:7,9). We also have the soldiers who are ‘the wall-watchers’, guarding the city during
the hours of darkness (5:7).

The Spirit of God draws us into an examination of what should be a life-relationship
with the Lord Jesus: what we think and feel about Him, and His thoughts of us and
love for us as members of His body and as such, His soon-to-be bride (Eph. 5:22-32).
It contains beautiful expressions that direct us to His person and work, revealing His
consuming longing to have us with Him forever.

Once more, editors hope that new writers will take to the pen (or keyboard!), and
with contributors old and new, commit themselves to the valuable discipline of writing
a monthly paper. As Francis Bacon said: ‘Reading maketh a full man, conference a
ready man, and writing an exact man.’

Please remember to take advantage of our ‘Question & Answer’ service, and feel
free to follow up a debatable point via our ‘Mail-box” section.

‘All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof,
for correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete,
thoroughly equipped for every good work.’ (2 Tim. 3:16-17 NKJV)
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January The Importance of Relationships (Song of Songs 1)
o Who is the speaker in verses 2-4, and to whom is the person speaking? How do the
expressions used and attributes and activities described of the loved one resonate with us in
our Christian life?

e Who is being addressed in verses 5-6 and why? In verses 7-8 there is a burning desire to be
as close as possible to the person who is the shepherd, but frustration seems to be at the
forefront. Is this an indication of how we should always want to be in the presence of our
Saviour as often as we can?

e What helpful ways can we adopt that will enable us to enhance our appreciation of our King?
(vw. 9-14)¢

February Resurrection, Rapture and Recovery (Song of Songs 2 & 3)
e Here is a personal assessment of one’s ‘standing’ and the pleasure of being as often as
possible with the one who is so much loved, to the exclusion of others. Is it right to examine
oneself in this way (2:1-7)?

o There is a real sense of expectation in verses 8-14 about the arrival of the one who is special
- spring is just ‘round the corner” and ‘resurrection’ life around will abound. How can we relate
this to the return of our Saviour for His own? Consider 1 Corinthians 15:35-49, Philippians
3:21 and 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18).

® Sometimes, nothing seems to go right, as exemplified in chapter 3, verses 1-3; then all’s well!
How do we cope with difficult times in Christian life: sadnesses, upsets, disappointments? The
little foxes spoiling the vine (2:15)? Do we need to be more patient in waiting on the Lord? Is
the answer a vison of our King, as viewed in chapter 3:6-11? Give examples.

March The Ups and Downs of a Love-Life (Song of Songs 4)
e The first seven verses of this chapter evoke thoughts of what effect the cleansing power of
Christ’s sacrifice has upon the lives of His own, and what they now mean to Him and His
Father, bringing communion and fellowship, and development and maturity in spiritual life,
together with fruitfulness in service. Comment on this relationship with reference to John 15:1-
12.

e Mention is made of Lebanon in verses 8 and 11, and also its mountains, which must have
been well known to the shepherd. Why would he choose these high points as a place for love-
trysts, and in what way might we understand his beloved being compared to a garden and a
spring of water?

e We often think of the north wind in terms of coldness and chilly temperatures. The south
wind brings warmth and heat to our bodies. What relevance would these have in their mention
in the closing paragraph of this chapter? Are there lessons of life that would apply and where
can we draw parallels with the presence and workings of the Holy Spirit?

April Changing Circumstances in Relationships and Meditation  (Song of Songs 5)
e What celebratory event could verse 1 of this chapter this be speaking of? Are the ‘friends’
invited guests, there for a special reason?

® The young man is desperate to see his loved one, despite darkness and inclement weather.
Had there been an upset affecting them both, that had to be resolved quickly? She hastens to
let him in but he is gone. She begins her search in vain, coming across the city’s watchmen
who ill-treat her. What spiritual application can we make of all this? (vw. 2-8).

® Some verses in the last section, such as 10b and 16 are quoted from time to time in our
worship at the breaking of bread. Can we please expand, by examining the other verses, our
appreciation of the wonderful Saviour we know and love?

May Spiritual [nsight and Expression (Song of Songs 6 & 7)
e Why were the court ladies so keen to assist the love-smitten young lady in their midst (see
6:1)2 Were they equally attracted to her young man, and if so, what were they intent on doing?
o Her beloved also had a love for gardening and admired the beauty of flowers. He also had
an equal interest and care for the animals of the field for whose care and protection he was
responsible (vv. 2-3). What lessons can we learn from all this?

o A full description of the beautiful features of this prince’s daughter in chapter 7, verses 1-9,
reveals loving spiritual appreciation, such as the Lord Jesus has for His bride, insomuch that her
lover would willingly make the ultimate sacrifice for her to belong to him for life. Please
elucidate.

o She reciprocates her feelings for him and gladly and fully declares what he means to her;
where she wants to take him, and what they would be able to share together while alone ((vv.
10-13). What can we say of this situation?

June The Language of Love and Desire (Song of Songs 8)
® The maiden is longing to see and embrace her heart’s object of affection and have his
presence and personality in her own family circle. What would be the benefit of that, and can
we see lessons for our own lives in displaying to others who know us what our Lord and
Saviour means to us (See. wv. 1-3)¢

o In the words spoken by the young man to his future bride (vw. 6-7) we see his closeness and
attachment to the woman he loves so deeply, and gives us a description of the intense power
of love between two people bound to one another. How could this convey the way the Lord
Jesus feels about those who are His (Is. 53:10-11)?

® Bring out ways in which we can honour the Saviour of our souls in our likeness to Him as
branches of the true vine, as illustrated in John 15:1-11,16.

o We eagerly await the coming again of our Lord Jesus Christ for His own, hearing and
responding to His voice to ‘Come’ to the Father’s house (1 Thes. 4:16; John 14:2-3; cp. S 0.S.
8:13-14). Consider other scriptures such as 1 Cor. 15:20—23, 35-56; Phil. 3:20-21; 1 Thes. 4:
13-17; 1 John 3:2; Rev. 22:17, 20).
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1. Contributors, please note that a shorter article focused on one or up to three sub-
topics is most helpful. Articles covering all the passages for the month may have
sections removed by editors, so as to make the magazine a more efficient tool for
those who consult it.

2. Contributions should not exceed 500 words. Please send contributions by e-mail
with attachments in Microsoft Word.docx format.

3. Editorial practice is to use the names of Biblical books in full when they form part
of a sentence, but when given as a reference the Bible version used should be
indicated and abbreviated, e.g., Romans chapter 9, verses 14, 15 and 19 to 23 would
be typed (Rom. 9:14-15,19-23). Indicating the version used greatly eases the task of
checking quotations.

4. References to other works should include at least the title and the author, with
preferably the publisher, place and date, with page number. The title/subject of the
book should be in italics.

5. Articles on the monthly subject should be sent to: rbfullarton@btinternet.com and
should reach him NOT LATER than the 28th day of the third month prior to the date
of publication; e.g. July’s paper should arrive by April 28th.

6. Special articles of a study nature will be welcomed. These and other
correspondence should be sent to: rbfullarton@btinternet.com

Editors: R.B. Fullarton, P.H. Doel, J. Johnson

Bible Studies SYLLABUS July - December 2026

The Book of Philippians

It is interesting to note that the apostle Paul is pleased to

mention his ‘son in the faith” and much loved younger
companion Timothy, in his opening greetings to fellow

saints in the church of God in Philippi, in the country of &
Greece, just as he had done in letters to other churches

of God such as Corinth, Colossae and Thessalonica (2 Cor. 1:1; Col. 1:1; 1 & 2 Thes.
1:1). This highlights the close relationship these churches of God have with one
another, though located in different parts of the world.

Here in Philippians he declares that both he and Timothy are simply bondservants of
Christ Jesus, making no other claim to the wide area of divine service they perform. He
also makes mention of overseers and deacons, who are part of the church in Philippi
as ‘saints’ of course, but carrying responsibilities on behalf of those in the church they
represent. This letter, remarkably, was written, while the apostle was in chains, from a
prison cell (Phil. 1:13) around AD 60-62.

There is a rich background to the establishing of this corporate testimony for God in
a firmly politicised Roman colony of its day, with its strategic advantages for successful
trading in its geographical setting. Acts 16 makes for fascinating reading in the
conversions of the business woman Lydia, the demon-possessed servant girl, and the
senior warden of the town prison.

Yet again, editors hope that new writers will take to the pen (or keyboard!), and with
contributors old and new, commit themselves to the valuable discipline of writing a
monthly paper. As Francis Bacon said: ‘Reading maketh a full man, conference a ready
man,; and writing an exact man.’

Please remember to take advantage of our ‘Question & Answer’ service, and feel
free to follow up a debatable point via our ‘Mail-box” section.

‘All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof,
for correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete,
thoroughly equipped for every good work.’ (2 Tim. 3:16-17 NKJV)
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July The Power of the Gospel (Philippians 1)
e Paul’s confidence in the continuance of the Philippian saints’ desire to spread the good news
is evident. What would give him that assurance?

o He speaks of ‘approving the things that are excellent’. Can we define what these would be?

e How could we go about securing a conscience that would be ‘void of offence’ in a coming
day at our life’s review at the judgement seat of Christ (2 Cor. 5:10; Rom. 14:10)?

® Explain the apostle’s references to the preaching of the gospel in terms of ‘envy’, ‘strife” and
‘faction’, and the end result of these (w. 15 &17).

e Having a boldness in preaching the gospel presents proof to its opponents of an awareness
of, and sense of their souls’ predicament (see v. 28). What can we say about this?

August Unity of Testimony; Deity and Humanity of Christ (Philippians 2:1-13)
e How do we develop strategy to achieve and maintain the imperative of unity in an assembly
(vw. 1-4)?

e What are we to understand by ‘having the ‘mind of Christ’?

e |t has been said publicly on occasion that the Lord Jesus was made in the ‘image of men’
instead of the ‘likeness of men’. Would the former statement be correct?

o In what sense did the Saviour become obedient to death? Did death have some hold on
Him?

® When shall verses 10-11 take place?

October The Value of Spiritual Companionship (Philippians 2:14 - 30)
e Is to be ‘without blemish” only achievable by public and private witnessing of the gospel of
Christ (vw. 15-16)?

e What are we to understand by Paul’s statement of his willingness to be offered upon the
sacrifice and service of the Philippian believers’ faith (v. 17)?

® The apostle’s high commendation of Timothy as a man who truly cared for the saints was
partly, at least, as a co-worker of Paul in the outreach of the gospel (vv. 19-22). Does this mean
that all of us should have a real burden in evangelising?

e Why was Epaphroditus so special to Paul?

November ~ \Wamings; Losing Self to gain Christ; Bodily Change (Philippians 3)
® Who are ‘the dogs’ of whom Paul speaks? (3:2) and why would he describe himself and
fellow believers as ‘the concision’ (3:2)?

o What would be conveyed to us by the force of the expressions ‘gain Christ’ and ‘attaining
unto the resurrection of the dead’ (w. 8 & 11))?

e Have we any idea what extent of bodily change will take place when the Lord comes to the
air for His own and the bodies of saints are conformed to His body of glory (v. 21)?

December  Assembly Difficulties and Personal Condition Spiritually (Philippians 4)
e How should differences of opinions, fall-outs, personality clashes etc. be dealt with in an
assembly (see v. 2)?

e We should strive not to let anxiety affect us, as it will impact our service for the Lord. What is
the solution?

e What could be some of ‘the things’ that Epaphroditus brought to Paul from his visit to
Philippi that caused such an outburst of thankfulness to God from his heart (v. 18)?



