
 

 

NOTES 
 

1. Contributors, please note that a shorter article focused on one or up to three sub-
topics is most helpful. Articles covering all the passages for the month may have 
sections removed by editors, so as to make the magazine a more efficient tool for 
those who consult it.   
  
2. Contributions should not exceed 500 words. Please send contributions by e-mail 
with attachments in Microsoft Word.docx format. 
 
3. Editorial practice is to use the names of Biblical books in full when they form part 
of a sentence, but when given as a reference the Bible version used should be 
indicated and abbreviated, e.g., Romans chapter 9, verses 14, 15 and 19 to 23 would 
be typed (Rom. 9:14-15,19-23). Indicating the version used greatly eases the task of 
checking quotations. 
 
4. References to other works should include at least the title and the author, with 
preferably the publisher, place and date, with page number. The title/subject of the 
book should be in italics. 
 
5. Articles on the monthly subject should be sent to: rbfullarton@btinternet.com and 
should reach him NOT LATER than the 28th day of the third month prior to the date 
of publication; e.g.  January’s paper should arrive by October 28th. 
 
6. Special articles of a study nature will be welcomed. These and other 
correspondence should be sent to: rbfullarton@btinternet.com 
  
 
Editors: R.B. Fullarton, P.H. Doel, J. Johnson 

 
 
 
 

 

Bible Studies SYLLABUS 2027 
Genesis: Chapters 37-47 and 49:28-50 

Our study for 2027(DV) covers the ground that Stephen set out in Acts 7 verses 9-16 
in the course of his response to the high priest’s question in verse 1: “are these things 
so?” ‘These things’ related to the alleged subversion by Jesus of Nazareth of the 
temple in Jerusalem and Moses’ teachings (see 6: 14). Stephen, from the evidence of 
a grand sweep of Old Testament scriptures, concluded in effect that the real 
subverters were his accusers and their like - “you always resist the Holy Spirit. As your 
fathers did so do you”, he says, in Acts 7:51. Here in our study are those who 
consistently resisted the Holy Spirit, but one man - Joseph - stands out, like Stephen, 
for faithfulness amidst unfaithfulness, and Christlikeness, and also for very evident 
typology of the Saviour. 

(Genesis 48:1 – 49:27 were covered in BS in 2009) and so have been omitted from 
this study). 

Once more, editors hope that new writers will take to the pen (or keyboard!), and with 
contributors old and new, commit themselves to the valuable discipline of writing a 
monthly paper. As Francis Bacon said: ‘Reading maketh a full man; conference a ready 
man; and writing an exact man.’ 

Please remember to take advantage of our ‘Question & Answer’ service, and feel 
free to follow up a debatable point via our ‘Mail-box’ section. 

‘All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, 
for correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, 
thoroughly equipped for every good work.’            (2 Tim. 3:16-17 NKJV) 
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January  ‘Behold this dreamer’                           (Genesis 37) 
● Consider Jacob’s manifest preference for Joseph (v. 3) and the impact of that (v. 4), and the 
wisdom or otherwise of Jacob’s behaviour as a father in this passage. 
● Consider Joseph’s sharing of his dreams (vv. 5-6, 9). Was he being naïve, or provocative (or 
worse)? Or was he giving a message from God? 
● Consider the brothers. Do they bring to mind Psalm 69:4 and John 15:25 ‘they hated me without 
a cause’? Or is there something understandable in their reactions? 
 

February   ‘She is more righteous than I’                        (Genesis 38)  
● Is Tamar to be commended for ensuring that God’s will and purposes are fulfilled (Deut: 25:5; 
Mat. 1:4) or, to be condemned for prostitution and deceit? 
● Should we be sympathetic to a much-bereaved Judah (vv. 7, 10, 12) and view his omission in 
verse 14 and his act in verse 16 accordingly, or condemn him for his unrighteousness (v. 26)?  
 

March  ‘The Lord was with Joseph’                          (Genesis 39) 
● We learn from verses 3, 21 and 23 that ‘the Lord was with Joseph’ and of the positive effects of 
that. Should we always expect suffering and blessing to go together in our own lives? 
● In verses 7-12, do we see an example of the persecuted and steadfast believer (2 Tim 3:12; James 
4:6.7; 1 Pet. 5: 8-9), or of a man who is too open to manipulation, or has failed to learn ‘streetwise’ 
life-lessons? 
 

April  ‘This is the interpretation’                   (Genesis 40) 
● Consider how Joseph’s suffering in innocence (v. 15), his revelation of truth (vv. 8-22) and the 
life-or-death outcomes of hearing him (8-22) points to the Lord Jesus. 
● Joseph asked to be remembered (v. 14) as our Lord Jesus did (e.g. Luke 22:19). What aspects of 
Joseph’s situation, and thoughts of who his companions were might be before us as we Remember 
the Lord?  
 

May  ‘A discerning and wise man’                     (Genesis 41) 
● The content of dreams, and the sharing of them, and the interpretation of them, has formed a 
central part in the narrative concerning Joseph. Why so? 
● What is the aim and objective of Joseph’s exaltation and in what ways is the exaltation of Christ 
pointed to in Joseph’s exaltation? 
 

June  ‘You shall be tested’                          (Genesis 42) 
● Is this chapter about revenge, or rough justice, or forgiveness or something else? In what way is 
God at work; are His purposes being hindered? 
● How does this chapter begin to show us that hurt and distress in a human relationship which runs 
deeply is not to be treated lightly by either the one wronged or the instigator of the wrong? 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
July    ‘The man’                          (Genesis 43) 
● Were Joseph’s father and brothers unreasonably and inexcusably slow to recognize the absolute 
authority of Joseph? 
● Is Joseph involved in a ministry of reconciliation (2 Cor 5:18-20), or just a convoluted plot to get 
to see Jacob and Benjamin? 
 

August   ‘We said’…’you said’….                (Genesis 44) 
● This being Scripture, there is clearly a spiritual work in process in these chapters, even though it 
is all on earth, and all of human involvement. Why is it a process and not granted in the same way 
as the blessings of 1 John 1:9 and James 1:5 (for example)? 
● Is ‘a better Judah’ manifest in verses 18-34 than the one who speaks in 37: 27 and whose words 
and behaviour are revealed in chapter 38, or is he just as much seeking to ‘get himself out of a 
hole’, as ever? 
 

October  ‘ God sent me’                      (Genesis 45-46:27)  
● Joseph says three times that God sent him to Egypt (vv. 5,7-8). Does this speak of God’s 
predestined will or His permissive will? 
● Why was it so hard for Joseph’s brothers and father to accept that Joseph was alive and exalted? 
Are there counterparts in Scripture and life?  
● Why would Jacob have been afraid to go down into Egypt? What is the significance of the words 
God uses to reassure him0 (47:3)?  
 

November   ‘Into the land of Goshen’                                         (Genesis 46:28- 47:27) 
● Are the covenant purposes of God progressed in the Hebrews coming to the land of Egypt 
(47:11) the land of Goshen (47:34), and the land of Rameses (47:11)? 
● Why in your view might Joseph have recommended his old father to Pharaoh to be a keeper of 
his livestock rather than any of his brothers? (47:6-7) 
● What is the significance of the single verse, 47:27, after the fourteen verses record of verses 
thirteen to twenty-six? 
 

December   ‘Bury me not … in Egypt’              (Genesis 47:28-31; 49:29-50:26)  
● The eighteen consecutive verses from 49:29 to 50:12 devoted almost entirely to the burial of and 
mourning for Jacob, exceeds that of anyone else in Scripture. Write about the significance of this in 
particular or about burial and mourning of loved ones generally. 
● How does the wrong thinking of the brothers (v. 15) come about and what are its consequences? 
 


