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N. Ireland Fellowship Day
Our Fellowship Day this year was a
real family event in every sense of the
word. Our subject was ‘We are Family’
and we had an encouraging attendance
from families in the District - from little
toddlers through to grandparents. Our
guest speaker, Steve Seddon, came
well prepared with challenges for the
young and old alike. His ministry was
precious as we learned more about
our wonderful God and Father who
has brought us into such a special
relationship with Himself: as children
of God through new birth, and sons and
daughters through adoption.
We began the day with ministry on ‘Our
Father in Heaven’. Steve encouraged us
to celebrate this glorious truth, the
reality of Almighty God as our loving
heavenly Father. He also explored the

Christ liveth in me: and the life which
I now live in the flesh I live in faith
which is in the Son of God, who loved
me, and gave himself up for me. I can
do more, much more, in the strength
of God than I could ever do on my own
naturally. In fact, the apostle Paul wrote
in Phil. 4:13, I can do ALL THINGS in Him
which strengtheneth me. The power
available to us is like an artesian well
- always full, overflowing. Christ living
in me is a life of faith in the Son of God.
The Lord in speaking to the Samaritan
woman at Sychar’s well said everyone
that drinks this water shall thirst again,
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unique relationship between the Lord
Jesus and His Father. In considering
these relationships with the Father,
ours and the Son’s, Steve based his talk
around four headings: identity, intimacy,
security, and generosity. This was a
great introduction to our first group
discussion session when we considered
‘Family matters’ under the heading of
‘the character of a Christian family’.
We explored relationships between
husbands and wives and children and
parents, focusing on, e.g. Eph.5:22-33;
6:1-4. We were also able to learn so
much about family from the wonderful
example of the Lord Jesus in His life on
earth.
After lunch, as an introduction to our
second group discussion session, we
had further uplifting ministry on our

Christ Living In Me

but whosoever drinks of the water that
I shall give him shall never thirst: but the
water that I shall give him shall become
in him a well of water springing up into
eternal life (Jn. 4: 13-14).
Knowing Christ and the power of
His resurrection transforms a believer
in Christ to do, think and act with a
supernatural ability not otherwise
possible. A person may get old - physically
and in number of years. The apostle Paul
explains though our outward man is
decaying, yet our inward man is renewed
day by day (2 Cor. 4:16). It is not in man
who walketh to direct his steps. When

relationship with our heavenly Father,
under the heading of ‘destiny’. The Son
is not ashamed to call us brothers (Heb.
2:10,11) and we are joint heirs with
Christ (Rom. 8:17)! Our discussion then
explored ‘the identity and character
of children of God’, learning how, and
when, we can approach God as Father,
what it means to be adopted sons and
daughters (Gal. 4:4-7), and how we can
encourage one another in purity, love
and obedience as we serve God together
(1 Jn. 2:28-3:24).
We ended our day on a high note as
Steve gave us ministry on ‘The Wedding
Song’, referencing Rev. 19:6-9 and Ps.
45. What a great preparation that was
for our worship time the next morning.
We appreciated afresh God’s true ideal
for marriage, and the glorious mystery
of the Church as the bride of Christ.
Thank you, Steve, for bringing us such
Christ-exalting ministry. We value all the
hard work you put in to make this such
a good day.
Our desire now is that God will enable
us to show in our lives the true character
of children of God in a world of everincreasing darkness, immorality, and
departure from God’s standards in
relation to the family.
Our theme verse for the day was
appropriately: “How great is the love
the Father has lavished on us, that we
should be called children of God! And
that is what we are!” (1 Jn. 3:1)
On behalf of the
NI District Events Committee,
Lindsay Woods & Pippa McCabe

we hand over our life to the Lord Jesus,
He will direct our steps (Pr. 3:5,6). He
will guide us far, far better than we could
ever do. He being Divine knows the end
from the beginning, keeps us secure
and overules for our blessing. A study
of Psalm 139 will show you the majestic
power of the Almighty and His Divine
care. A Christ-directed life is a fruitful
and successful life, which not only helps
that individual but brings succour and
blessing to others and glory to God.
Thanks be to God which giveth us the
victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.
Neville Coomer
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A few friends in Ibedeni

Cassava Rescue
My visit to Aviara Assembly from 11-16 October was blessed in many ways.
I arrived at a time when the people living in the state had just had most of their
land (farms and homes) flooded due to a heavy downpour. Few other states in the
middle and southern parts of Nigeria had been affected. The day I arrived was a
market day and I went to look for some fruits and vegetables. To my amazement
the market, which would normally have been buzzing with activities, was very
scanty. When I asked why, I was informed that most of the women had gone for
‘rescue ‘. Cassava is the staple food of the Aviara people and if they will not go
hungry in the coming months they must go on the rescue operation. Many of the
the cassava tubers had rotted as they had been submerged in the flood for weeks.
During the evening meetings, there was good attendance at the five days of
ministry. We looked at REDEMPTION, RESTITUTION, RELATIONSHIPS and the
REVELATION of our Lord Jesus Christ. I will not forget our time at the Remembrance;
truly in the presence of the Lord.
Ibedeni is the nearest Assembly to Aviara - a thirty minutes ride by motor bike.
I would not have loved to go on one of them thinking of my past near-death
experiences, but there was no better way. After a twenty minutes journey, we
could go no further as the whole area had been flooded. Most of the saints had
been displaced. This happened also in 2012 when they were accommodated in
I.D.P Camps (I.D.P - Internally Displaced Persons). I had travelled with one of the
Overseers from Ibedeni. We hired an engine boat and it was such a sight and a
fright as we travelled to Ibedeni from Ibvrogbo without life jackets, and many
know I am not a swimmer. I only trust God to see me through. Thanks for your
continued prayer support. My presence was an encouragement to the saints, as
I assured them of our prayers. Please pray on.
Mark Imoukhuede

Prayer Focus
Let’s take time this
year to pray for God’s
blessings on all the
special activities
that will take place
this Christmas in our
Assemblies, that the
Gospel will be received
with joy.

Ibedeni Assembly Hall
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Cassava Rescue continued...

For Prayer

Ministering Brethren
December and onwards

Brian Johnson
Supporting local and seasonal
activities.
Ongoing administrative and
pastoral support to overseas works.
Preparation of SFT broadcasts for
May 2019 onwards.

Bro. Enuma(Overseer) in the engine boat on our way to Ibedeni

Karl Smith
December includes helping Wishaw
with their Christmas service, both
speaking and promoting this, visits
to Greenock and Kilmarnock and
help with our own Christmas/New
year efforts locally in Kirkintilloch.
Brian Tugwell
I am in India until 10 December and
at home until returning to India for
7 January.
Rob Wood
I shall be in my home Assembly
for most of December with time
planned to be with family in the
Midlands over Christmas.

Rescued cassava being prepared before frying

Harvest Tea in Barry

Processed cassava after frying ( Garri ), by
Sis. Felicia Okeri of Aviara Assembly

David Woods
D ecem b er wi l l b e s p ent i n
Manchester and the NW England
District, maintaining regular
activities, and helping with
seasonal outreach events.

Don’t forget to visit the new
Church website for all the media
links
www.churchesofgod.info/media/
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Outreach in Derby “How lovely on the mountains...”

We were very pleased and encouraged
to have the services of Robert Wood for
four Thursdays in June and July, when he
was with us for his annual visit to help
with the  Assembly’s outreach.
We have a fairly good uptake of leaflets
and Plus/Eagles Wings, and we have been
encouraged as a result of Gospel meetings
which we commenced in February at 5pm
on a Lord’s Day once a month. These have
been attended by five to six visitors, on
a regular basis, along with the children
of one of the visitors. It has been and is
a great cheer to the few here. We also
continue to visit a care home which we
have had the opportunity of visiting since
1979. Our thanks go to Julian Gregory of
Birmingham who is a valued member of
the team.
We would value prayer for this outreach.
LE Foster; GW Conway

… tracing the footsteps of the Lord in the heights of the
Holy Land through Matthew’s gospel.

On Saturday 30 June, on the beach in
Old Harbour Bay, Jamaica, Amorel Bryan
was baptised in the presence of nine
persons from the Assembly. Amorel had
been visiting the Assembly in Kingston
for the past four years, and recently she
accepted the Lord and requested to be
added to the Church. She was added on 1
July. Please continue to pray for her.

Ceri Price (Aberkenfig) and her
husband John have built a beautiful
two bedroom lodge in their garden,
which is hired out and used by people
from across the world. Their ratings
are almost always five star. Although
this began as a money-making venture
Ceri, with John’s support, is keen on
using the Lodge for the Lord. Ceri and
John would like to offer it to people
who may need to get away for a while,
and the emphasis is on need. Perhaps
someone in need of a rest; a place in which to relax while they recharge their
spiritual batteries. Or maybe someone
that your Assembly is in contact with
who would benefit from a break - a
single mum perhaps, someone passing
through bereavement, or a couple
who just need space and time to talk
through their problems and refocus
their lives. The Lodge is available at full
price to anyone via HomeAway.co.uk
or Cottages.com, but it’s people with
a need that Ceri and John want to help
and for them there would be minimal or
no cost, depending upon circumstances.
The Lodge is within walking distance of Aberkenfig Assembly, close to Tondu
railway station with excellent access to Cardiff and Swansea, a short drive to the
Vale of Glamorgan and the Glamorgan
Heritage Coast, and with pleasant walks
on its doorstep. It has its own front door
so you can come and go as you please,
and very welcoming hosts in the form of
Ceri and John. Photos are enclosed, with
more available on the websites.
If you are interested please contact
Ceri directly, who will happily discuss
available dates. She will not ask for any
personal details regarding the reason
for the request. You can contact Ceri by
phoning 07773 266823, emailing ceriprice66@googlemail.com, or by letter to
Station House, Station Approach, Tondu, Bridgend CF32 9DY.
Steve Peers

Baptism in Jamaica

Celebration

Friday 20 July 2018 marked an important
day in the life of the Kingston Assembly,
as on 20 July 1980 the Assembly was
planted here. To celebrate this we had an
evening of singing hymns, choruses and
sharing testimonies. Many expressed their
gratitude to the Lord for His mercies and
faithfulness to all the saints past, present
and future. Eighteen saints attended the
thanksgiving which lasted about three
hours. We thank all who have passed on
good wishes to us and pray that the Lord
may continue to sustain us as we stand for
Him in Jamaica, the land we love.
Michael Morris

Walking Holiday
Walking and fellowship is being
planned for 14-20 April 2019 along the
North Norfolk coast. New walkers will be
very welcome. Further information on the
walking and accommodation is at http://
www.micaiah.org.uk/walking
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Forms and further information can be obtained from
Celia Brennan phone: 01298 23445 email: celiabrennan@live.co.uk

Station Lodge
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Weekend for Sisters at the Fenwick Hotel,
Fenwick, Kilmarnock KA3 6AU
1-3 March 2019

THE ALL-SUFFICIENT SHEPHERD
With Guest Speaker
Stephen McCabe (Belfast)

Forms and further information available from
Eleanor Reilly: 0141 887 1423 email: L111nor@talktalk.net
Leonard Ross: 01224 732056 email Lmr.maxwells@btinternet.com

	
  

We are delighted to report that our young sister, Abigail Ramage (19), was
baptised in Ayr Assembly hall on Saturday 8 September, witnessed by around 90
visitors comprising family, friends and others from the Churches in Scotland. The
baptism was performed by her uncle Peter Watts of Birmingham and a challenging
message was given by Karl Smith. The following day Abigail was received into the
Kilmarnock Assembly, partaking of the bread and wine for the first time.
Two weeks before, Andy McIlree read a statement to the Assembly summarising
a meeting overseers had with Abigail. After receiving the Lord at the age of
nine, she told us, “I stopped attending Church in 2013 and after that school and
everything went to pot. I wasn’t taking in what was happening at meetings and
although I heard what was being said I didn’t understand it. When things went
wrong I didn’t have strong feelings against God; I wasn’t angry at Him or anything,
but just blanked Him out. Even when mum and dad went to meetings, I didn’t
want to think of where they were or what they were doing.” Abigail continued,
“It’s only by God’s help that I came through everything. He brought me back
and I needed the hard time to realise that my whole down time started with not
going to Church and ended by coming back.” All gathered were greatly touched
by Abigail’s testimony which gave overseers the confidence to recommend her
to the Church for baptism and addition.
Please pray that Abigail will be kept for the Lord’s things and that her commitment
will act as a spur for other young people attending the Church meetings to follow
likewise.
Len Burgoyne; Andy McIlree

WEST SCOTLAND NEW YEAR CONFERENCE
CONFERENCE

Baptism At Kilmarnock

Tuesday , 1 January, 2019
1.30 to 6.00 p.m.
VENUE
Mosspark Baptist Church
155 Corkerhill Road,

GLASGOW G52 1PG
SPEAKERS
Steve Seddon (Manchester)
Neville Coomer ( Buckhaven)
David King (Manchester)
Brian Tugwell (Liverpool)
Praise and prayer 1.30 —2.00
Light refreshments provided 3.30 -4.30
Rooms available for young children.

WE EXTEND A WARM INVITATION TO ALL
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90th Birthday
Celebration in
Kirkintilloch

On Sunday 7 October, the Assembly
celebrated with our dear brother
William Whitelaw on his 90th birthday.  
Billy, as known by most, is one of the
originals at the planting of the Church
of God in Kirkintilloch. He has been
a faithful brother, and his advice and
teaching have been of great value to
all. We wish him good health and his
continued presence in the Church and
blessing from the Lord. Isaiah 54 v.10
“ my steadfast love shall not depart
from you....”
Billy Bell; Tony Smith

East Scotland
New Year Conference
Saturday 5th January 2019
Whitburn South Church Halls
EH47 0DE (off Longridge Road)
(usual venue)
Come and hear ministry from
Alex Hope
John Archibald
Andy McIlree
Welcoming cuppa from 1.30 p.m.
Ministry commences at 2.00 p.m.
Hot food provided at Tea Interval
Travel / directions / further information from
Robert Fisher Tel.: 01506 324862
E-mail: rhfisher@fastmail.com

Celebration in Stoke on Trent

Our sister Ruth Parker celebrated her 90th birthday on 6 October. Ruth,
known by so many locally and beyond because of her testimony for the
Lord and her charitable work, had a beautiful array of flowers and cards as
well as a lovely birthday cake.
Ruth has had some difficult health issues to cope with in recent  years but
has done so through her reliance upon the Lord..
Alan Sands; Malcolm Bootherstone

80th Birthday
Celebrations

We were delighted to celebrate Terry
Dougan’s 80th birthday at an Assembly
lunch toward the end of October.
Following lunch, Terry was presented
with a cake holding eight candles – one for
each decade! On behalf of all the saints,
Ken Drain then give a warm tribute to
Terry’s faithfulness and dedication both
to the Lord firstly, and then to the Church
of God in Belfast and the wider Fellowship
over many years. Terry then responded
by thanking all for their consideration and
kindness, saying that his longevity was
due to the Lord’s goodness towards him.
We wish Terry continued health and
strength until that day when we all hear
the trumpet call.
On behalf of the Church of God in
Belfast,
Ian Lockhart & Stephen McCabe

7

Golden Wedding
Celebrations in
Kirkintilloch

Robert & Janet Irvine celebrated
their Golden Wedding anniversary by
inviting the Assembly to a local hotel
for Sunday lunch on 7 October 2018.
Present were some of the friends who
attended their wedding on 4 October
1968. The lunch was most appreciated
and gave all friends an opportunity to
look back and marvel, but with thanks
to God for His guidance and love
throughout. Robert and Janet are very
active in outreach, both with children
and adults, and bring to the hall many
friends and family. We wish them both
continued blessing.
Billy Bell; Tony Smith

ANNUAL EVENTS
CALENDAR
Could Districts
please ensure that
they provide editors
with their annual
events calendar by 3
December.
Please
Note this date is earlier
than usual due to the
Christmas Break

At Home with the Lord - Derek Fullarton, Hayes, England
On 15 September 2018 our dear brother Derek Fullarton, aged 66 years, was
called home to be with the Lord after several weeks of hospital care. Derek believed
on the Lord Jesus as his Saviour at age 10, and was baptised and came into fellowship
in the Church of God in Barrhead in 1967. He transferred to Hayes in May 1974, then
to Denmark Hill and Dulwich until its cessation in 2010 when saints moved to Hayes.
Derek served very faithfully as a deacon in both Assemblies. He was reliable and
precise in any task that he undertook. His thanksgivings in the Remembrance were
particularly special as he wove his thoughts together with maturity and eloquence,
invariably expressing both discernment of the emblems and adoration of his
Redeemer.
In his work, which over the years featured several charities and offices with a
public profile, his diligence and professionalism earned him esteem and respect
from many in high places. All who knew Derek found him to be a loyal and loving
friend, willing to help others at all times, and someone who joyfully embraced living
until his health declined in recent months.
At the graveside on 10 October in Barrhead, John Kerr gave a Gospel message to
around 100 people. This was followed by tributes to Derek in a nearby hotel from his
long-time friends David Viles, Graham Smith, and Clive Bishop and his brother Brian.
On 16 October in Hayes a Service of Thanksgiving was attended by a large number
of his ‘southern’ friends and colleagues. Warm tributes were paid by David Viles and
Hugh Taylor [both with Derek in Denmark Hill and Dulwich since the mid 1970’s] and
by his brother Brian, followed by afternoon tea at Hayes hall during which further
tributes were paid by Andy Viles, Bryan Robertson, Maurice Fullarton (nephew),
Wendy Woods (cousin) and some of Derek’s colleagues.
We request prayers for the family at this time of loss and for the witness given to Derek’s love for his Redeemer on both
the above occasions.
David Viles; David Parker

Note of Appreciation

Brian and his sister Shirley would like to thank the many folk who attended the funeral services of their beloved brother
Derek at the interment in Barrhead and the memorial service in Hayes. The number of friends who came far exceeded
expectation. Having your presence with us on these occasions was tremendously supportive and deeply appreciated.
Additionally, cards, letters, emails sent and telephone calls made, brought great comfort and consolation. We have been
overwhelmed by such a degree and display of human kindness.

Freda Parker - A Note of Appreciation

On behalf of all Freda’s family - sons Geoff, Anthony, Tim, (and remembering Mark), and her nine grandchildren and
six great grandchildren - we would like to thank everyone for the many kind messages and cards received following her
homecall. We are grateful to all in Leicester Assembly for their kindness and help with Freda’s thanksgiving service which
followed a private family burial at Oadby Cemetery.
Anne and Andrew Merchant

Notice Board
December

Victoria Fall Conference

1
11
26-30
31

NW England SOH
S Wales DySGu (Barry)
Deep Freeze - MFC
New Year’s Eve
Fellowship - Kingston,
Jamaica

KEY:
DySGu - District Study Group, S. Wales
SOH - Sisters’ Open House
MFC - Mount Forest Camp

West Scotland District
Bible Fellowship
15 December
2pm – 4:15pm
Change of e-mail address
Please note the new e-mail
address for Tony Smith
(Kirkintilloch Assembly) is now
AK.Smith@sky.com

13 October  was a glorious sunny day in Victoria, B.C.  We welcomed fellow
saints from Vancouver to join us in our annual conference and we had a
wonderful time of fellowship with them. We thank them for joining us. We also
wish to thank our three speakers: Andre Brooks from Littleton Colorado, Kevin
Beal from Brantford Ontario, and our own Micah Lefevre. Thanks are also due to
all who helped, especially Pat Williamson, Pat Young and Ken Smith.
We began our day with an informative pictorial report by Kevin Beal regarding
the new Assembly in Mozambique, followed by many questions.
Andre reminded us that in all our plans we need God’s involvement. He used
Scriptures from Genesis (Abraham) to Philippians (Paul) to emphasize that God
will provide - He hears, He does answer.
Micah focused on six points regarding the topic “ashes”. Ashes speak in Scripture
of several key points; humility, contrition and purification. Kings sat in ashes
and Job sat in ashes. Many in the Old Testament spread ashes on their heads in
repentance or mourning. In the future, we can receive a crown instead of ashes
due to the value of our glorious Lord.
Kevin reminded us that only we the redeemed can worship God properly. God
is seeking worshippers and He is worthy to receive correct adoration. In John 4
Christ explained that the style of worship would change to that of “in spirit and
truth”. Hebrews 10 encourages us to “draw near”, first finding cleansing through
the value of Christ’s shed blood. Christ as seen in the loaf and cup is the subject
we bring, making our “fruit of lips” acceptable at the throne of God.
On behalf of the Church in Victoria
Phil Williamson; Jack Young

Editors:
Steve Peers & Guy Elliott
40 The Spinney,
Brackla, Bridgend, CF31 2JE
Email:
editors.intelligence@gmail.com

Text for the Month
And so, from the day we heard, we
have not ceased to pray for you,
asking that you may be filled with the
knowledge of his will in all spiritual
wisdom and understanding,
Colossians 1:9 ESV
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