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Special Gatherings in Andhra
Gante: Two days studies were
held on 14 and 15 September.
The speakers were Brothers
Prasad, David Raju and Sudhaker.

Lolla, 28 September. Following much thanksgiving and prayer Bro. Prasad spoke
on Psalm 86:12 - Glorifying God through repentance, a fruitful life and working
out our salvation. The “marks of being born again” were presented through a very
helpful chart.

This magazine has lots of pictures.
If your face appeared in one of them,
you’d make a special point of looking
at it! You’d wonder if it presented
a good enough likeness of you. My
wife and I have just reached another
10th anniversary of our passports, so
renewal has been done again. When
answering the question “Hair Colour?”,
she had to write: “Grey”. My picture
showed I had less of a problem, truly!
Instead of stating a colour, I could have
written “missing in action”! I am not
particularly proud of current pictures of
me, because they no longer portray the
youthfulness I still feel inside.
It’s interesting that the Bible is termed

Inside this issue

A picture of you

“God’s word”. Why is that in the
singular? Why don’t we say “God’s
words”? After all He uses plenty of
them. In fact, where the Bible passage
is emphasizing the need to stick to the
actual individual words God uses, the
Greek-speaking writer of the Bible did
use a word that means just that. For
instance, in 1 Peter 1:25 we are told the
word of the Lord endures forever, and
Peter uses the Greek “rhema”, which
simply describes each spoken word.
Long ago, Joshua reminded the Israelites
that “Not one word of all the good
promises that the LORD had made…
had failed; all came to pass.” God does
not change. Not even one word of all

His reasoned message (Gk. logos) to us
fails, ever. What is characteristic of the
whole message is true of every part, and
we must “preach the word!” (2 Tim.4:2).
James tells us the Bible is, like a
picture, something we can look at
intently (Jas.1:25). It will reveal the
unchanging character of God to us. But
it will also reflect an accurate picture of
us. It might show something is missing
now that used to be there. Or it might
show that we have noticeably changed,
and not in ways we like. Or we might see
in the picture a resemblance to Christ.
Check it out!
Geoff Hydon

New Life in Glasgow
Baptism in Birmingham
Mums’ Night Out in Liverpool
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Special Gatherings in Andhra continued

Podagatlapalli
IWDP 2018: Youth interpretation
of Daughters of the King

Annual Events
Calendar

Could Districts please ensure that
they provide editors with their
annual events calendar by 10
January

Ramavaram held 3 days meetings
from 25 to 27 October.

Midlands District Event: Groby, 14 July 2018
We had another District meeting this year as a follow-on from last year’s gathering, our heading being “By This
Everyone Will Know “ (Jn. 13:35), to encourage and help us in our witnessing for our Master to our fellows. There was a
walk arranged for those who wished to participate at 10am, followed by lunch at 12.30pm.
The gathering commenced at 1.30pm and concluded at 6pm. We had two sessions of group discussion on reaching out
to our friends and neighbours and people we come into contact with.
Stephen Hickling (Birmingham) spoke about distinctive conduct that opens doors for the Gospel. At the previous year’s
event, we focused on our readiness to give an answer when asked to explain the reason for our hope (1 Pet. 3:15). At this
year’s event, our focus shifted to the holy conduct which prompts unbelievers to ask questions of us in the first place, and
which ultimately leads to some of them glorifying God (1 Pet. 2:11-12). If we don’t tend to be asked to explain our hope,
could it be that our conduct is indistinguishable from the world around us? We saw that our distinctiveness starts in the
mind, which should be filled with our distinctive hope (1 Pet. 1:13). Then our hearts will be captivated by distinctive desires
(1 Pet. 2:11). These desires will be worked out in distinctively different conduct; beautiful, attractive conduct, (1 Pet. 2:12),
fruitfulness and good deeds which give glory to God (Jn. 15:8; Mat. 5:16). If we’re living like that, we can be sure that people
will want to know why, and then we need to be ready to give an answer!
James Needham (Birmingham) closed the day with a consideration of the holiness of God. Holiness is an intrinsic part
of His character, and when we are called to be holy, it is a calling to display God’s character within us. The Lord Jesus had
been sanctified by God for the work of the cross (Jn. 10:36), and He sanctified Himself too for that work (Jn. 17:19). Now He
calls on us to sanctify Him as Lord in our hearts (1 Pet. 3:15) that we might be ready to answer all those who ask the reason
for the unshakable hope within us. His sanctification for Calvary was an irreversible commitment, and our sanctification
of Him in our hearts should be too - a commitment to be transformed into His likeness, because holiness is not the result
of good intentions but only ever of daily fellowship with God and with His Son, that His character might be formed in us.
Our thanks go to our sisters who provided an excellent lunch and to beloved sisters from Swindon who looked after the
young children.
J. Gregory; GW Conway
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Manchester Conference 2018
Stephen Oxley (Hayes), Colin Jarvis (Swindon) and Brian Johnston (Leigh) were
the speakers at our conference on 10 November. We thank God for what we
received from Him, through them.
Working from Paul’s letter to the Philippians, Stephen spoke about our ‘Joy in
the Lord,’ considering seven different aspects of this joy described in the letter—1.
Joy in Suffering, 2. Joy in the Gospel, 3. Joy in Christ, 4. Joy in Encouraging, 5. Joy
in Serving, 6. Joy in Believing, 7. Joy in Giving. Stephen could not resist a focus on
the surpassing joy of knowing Christ (Phil. 3:8) and those who were Paul’s joy and
crown—the ones he’d led to Christ in Philippi (Phil. 4:1).
Colin asked us to listen to his reading of John’s 3rd letter, which addresses Gaius
the ‘beloved’. He drew attention to the joy, truth, peace and friendship that John
greatly rejoiced in. The challenge was to be so close to one another, in loving
support, that we rejoice in knowing God’s love through each other. Colin homed
in on John’s recurring theme of love, lifting our vision to consider the greatness
of the love that John encourages us to express and enjoy, and the loving unity
and harmony which results from such. God’s love through Christ is experienced
through His people in their love for one another. We’re to love like God.
“All in all” was the link between Brian’s Scripture readings in 1 Cor. 15, Eph. 1
and Col. 3. He spoke to encourage those who find the challenges of life difficult. In
1 Cor. 15:28 “God is all in all.” Through Christ’s victory over death, God abolishes
all enemies, including death. This transforms life for the believer. In Eph. 1:23 we
see “Him [Christ] who fills all in all.” We’re to grow to full maturity by our ongoing
experience of Christ’s love, doing what God has planned in eternity for us to do
(Eph. 2:10), in Churches of God where Christ’s Body is on display. Subjection to
Christ, whose authority fills all things in all ways, abolishes hindrances to our
growth. “That Christ may be all in all” (Col. 3:11), is Paul’s crescendo point as
he writes about how lives are transformed by focusing on our union with Christ.
Being clothed with Christ’s virtues, letting His peace rule our lives, having His Word
indwelling us, and living our lives to give Him the glory, is the expected outcome
for those who acknowledge and delight in the reality that Christ is all in all.
High quality videos of the talks are being made available on Manchester’s Vimeo
site – https://vimeo.com/user34393902. Or search Vimeo for ‘The Church of God
in Manchester.’
High quality audio recordings can be streamed and downloaded from
Manchester’s SoundCloud site – https://soundcloud.com/taped-ministry – or
obtained from Billy Bell, Kirkintilloch.
Ian Seddon
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Intelligence Article Requirements

Please send articles as a Word document
Ensure each article has two signatories
Use font Calibri, size 11
No formatting (change of margins, bold text, large text
headings, changed font colour, CAPITALISED TEXT,
etc.)
Single spacing between words
No indenting of paragraphs
Dates as e.g. 25 December, not 25th December or
December 25th
Assembly and Church beginning with a capital letter

For Prayer

Ministering Brethren
January and onwards

Brian Johnston
I will be visiting Antwerp in early
January. I have local and District
duties in the middle of the month,
including the FOC AGM. Towards
the end of the month, 25th, the plan
is to head out east to the Philippines
until the end of February (DV).
Geralde Magasura
I will be working in my home
Church in Davao for the first 2
weeks in January. For the rest of
the month I’ll be in Banaybanay
and Pantukan.
Andy McIlree
I will be spending the month in
Kilmarnock, God willing.
Laurence Onyokoko
I will be working in the two
Assemblies in Warri.
Brian Tugwell
I will be at the New Year Conferences
in Scotland followed by a trip to
India for January and February.
Robert Wood
I will be in my home Assembly of
Aberdeen, and towards the end of
the month I will be in Leigh, lending
support to the Assembly in Brian’s
absence.
David Woods
January sees me occupied with
local Manchester and NW District
activities, the FOC Committee
meeting, and the NW Youth
Weekend at the end of the month.

Walking Holiday
Walking and fellowship is being
planned for 14-20 April 2019 along the
North Norfolk coast. New walkers will be
very welcome. Further information on the
walking and accommodation is at http://
www.micaiah.org.uk/walking
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“How lovely on the mountains...”
… tracing the footsteps of the Lord in the heights of the
Holy Land through Matthew’s gospel.
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WEST SCOTLAND NEW YEAR CONFERENCE
CONFERENCE

Forms and further information can be obtained from
Celia Brennan phone: 01298 23445 email: celiabrennan@live.co.uk

Tuesday , 1 January, 2019
1.30 to 6.00 p.m.
VENUE
Mosspark Baptist Church
155 Corkerhill Road,

GLASGOW G52 1PG
SPEAKERS
Steve Seddon (Manchester)
Neville Coomer ( Buckhaven)

Weekend for Sisters at the Fenwick Hotel,
Fenwick, Kilmarnock KA3 6AU
1-3 March 2019

THE ALL-SUFFICIENT SHEPHERD
With Guest Speaker
Stephen McCabe (Belfast)

David King (Manchester)
Brian Tugwell (Liverpool)
Praise and prayer 1.30 —2.00
Light refreshments provided 3.30 -4.30

Forms and further information available from
Eleanor Reilly: 0141 887 1423 email: L111nor@talktalk.net
Leonard Ross: 01224 732056 email Lmr.maxwells@btinternet.com

Rooms available for young children.

WE EXTEND A WARM INVITATION TO ALL

WANTED
Baptisms; Conference Reports; Births; Marriages; Obituaries; Camps; Adult Outreach; Youth Work
Intelligence is nothing without you. It can only exist if you use it to
share news across the Fellowship. You may think that what you do in your
Assembly is nothing out of the ordinary, but it could be a real inspiration
to someone else. Or perhaps you’re an Assembly that just struggles along
and you think your story is unimportant, but a report of your faithfulness
could be a great help to others in similar circumstances. After all, the Lord
Himself shared with us the story of Philadelphia, a Church that none of
us would consider to be thriving. “I know that you have little strength,
yet you have kept my word and have not denied my name” (Rev 2:8).
We all love to hear of the blessings of God, however big, however small.
So please, look at your Assembly, or District, and let us know what’s
happening. Don’t let anything go unreported. If you haven’t yet done it,
why not ask someone to be your Intelligence Correspondent?
If you’re a social media user who posts news to Facebook, don’t forget
to send it to Intelligence too so that we can all read it.
Guy and Steve
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New Life in Glasgow
On 24 November 2018 we had the joy of baptising Ellie
Maclachlan (16), and receiving her to the Church and to the
Fellowship of Churches on Lord’s Day 26th. Ellie’s mother,
Ann-Marie, is an old friend from Paisley’s work in Ferguslie
Park in the 1990s, and we were pleased to have her witness
the Remembrance when her daughter was received. 100
came to support the event, held in Cedar Hall, Greenock,
who kindly gave us the use of their baptistry - over a third
of the 100 being young people. Ellie had asked Karl about
being saved after the ‘Goodnight’ talk at Scottish Camp 2017
and in 2018, with two friends, she was asking Norma Aitken
about baptism. She then began attending the Remembrance and Prayers, including the International Women’s morning at
Barrhead which she very much enjoyed. Martin Archibald addressed ‘What is Christian Baptism?’, and Karl Smith spoke on
‘Following the Example of Christ’, and mentioned overhearing Ellie saying to a friend, “I love going to the Church.”
We see this step forward as an answer to a year of special prayer on Fridays at 7:00 am for Youth and Families, begun in
January after Karl’s appeal at Whitburn Conference. It’s also a product of care and teaching at Camps and Refresh, and we
thank all who contribute to this great work. Now we’re petitioning the Lord of the harvest that teenage friends who attend
the Wednesday and Friday Youth-nights, Camps, and Refresh, will follow the examples of Abigail Ramage (Kilmarnock), Ellie,
and Eve Rossi (Barrhead), restoring youth to the Scottish Churches. Please support us at the throne of grace in this effort.

Coffee Morning for Scottish Air Ambulances
At July Teen camp, we had the benefit of an air-ambulance from
Perth when a girl collapsed near the top of the Cairncurran hill-walk.
Grateful that she recovered enough to join the Millport trip next day,
we chose Scottish Air Ambulance for our next Coffee Morning - learning
that their helicopter is funded entirely by charity, assisting Scottish
Ambulance Service’s 2 helicopters and 2 fixed-wing planes. 9 visitors
attended, bringing also two infants, some being fresh faces for us. We
give all honour to the loyal team of workers and supporters from other
Churches.
M. Archibald; A. Osborne
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Rejoice with us once again
as we celebrate another young
person coming forward for
baptism and addition to the
Church here.
Our brother Sammy Oakley
was baptised on Saturday 15
November and added to the
Church the following day. This
was yet more evidence to us of
the Lord working amongst the
younger people and we praise
His name.
This was a very public
declaration of Sammy’s wish
to follow the Lord, with many
friends and relatives joining
with the Church in witnessing
the baptism. We are grateful for
the clear messages relating to
baptism and salvation which were presented. Stephen Hickling spoke from Rom.
6 about the link between baptism and resurrection. Andy Seddon encouraged us,
from Jn. 15, to abide in the true Vine and to bear much fruit.
Our desire now is that Sammy will be led to play a full role in the activities of
the Church.
Phil Jefferson; Stephen Hickling

Baptism in
Birmingham

At Home with the Lord - Lakshmi,
Ravulapalem, Andhra Pradesh,India

Lakshmi, a loyal saint right from the planting of the Assembly, met with an
accident in the bakery where she was working. Her hand was amputated in
September and she passed away in the ICU after a treatment of 15 days. She and
her mother Narsamma used to work in the hall in cleaning and doing service in
different ways, like Euodia and Syntiche. She served the Lord for 20 years until
her death.
Brother Edward spoke near the graveside from 1 Cor. 15:52 and 1 Thes. 4:14.
Many saints attended the memorial meeting and encouraged the bereaved mother
and son.
SJM Edward; Bhaskar
N.B. Lakshmi is the lady in blue in the centre of the picture
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At Home with the Lord - Helen Archibald (née Gauld),
Glasgow, Scotland
Mrs Helen Archibald (Glasgow) was called to glory with the Lord on 21 October, at 91 years,
following some months in decline, and an extended period in care. Helen was born in June 1927,
to David and Helen Gauld of 30 Low Shore, Macduff.
As a girl, Helen and her elder sister Marie were attracted to a Sunday School held by A. McL.
Robertson, by the promise of rewards for answering questions after the lesson, encouraged by
extraction of Marie’s painful tooth by the new dentist. Mr & Mrs Gauld, as staunch church-goers, were
suspicious of the following that the Robertsons gathered in the new meeting place by the harbour,
but when Mr John Drain came to hold outreach meetings, and visited their home (by mistake!) they
got down on their knees and came personally to the Lord. Soon after, Marie and Helen were baptised
on the same day in October 1947.
Helen qualified as a nurse in Glasgow while staying with her sister, and joined a private nursing
agency. She thus came to nurse Mr Duckett of the shoe retail chain, and when he died she was urged
by Mrs Duckett to stay to look after her. After returning to Macduff she felt her working days were
over, but was persuaded to take a post in Portsoy Geriatric Unit, where she later became Matron.
Care Home staff spoke warmly of how co-operative Helen was with handling, and how responsive to exercises, as a former
nurse. Into her 91st year she would listen carefully to readings from NT and Intelligence when visited, and join in as we
sang hymns she loved.
At the Rest Room in Banff, Leonard Ross spoke highly of Helen’s caring character throughout her life, to Marie and the
family, who held her in great affection, and a good number of friends, and at Myrus Cemetery, Macduff, M. Archibald read
Heb. 6:10; Ps. 9:8-14, and 17:15 about before and after the gates of death; and Rev. 21:1,2. Helen’s great-nephew Campbell
played before and after committal a slow air on the pipes, his own composition. Please remember Marie, surviving brother
Victor, Marie’s son David and family, and Church friends, in prayer for the Lord’s peace.
E. Archibald; M. Archibald

At Home with the Lord - Agnes (Nessie) Phillips,
Aberdeen, Scotland

27 October 2018 brought to a conclusion the long life of 97 years of dear Nessie, whose life exemplified 1Pet. 3. Like the
‘holy women of the past who put their hope in God’, she was a sister of a ‘gentle and quiet spirit’, whose life was devoted
to the Lord, to her husband of 63 years, Hubert, who pre-deceased her
in 2010, to her family, and to the Assembly in Aberdeen. With Hubert,
she was added to the Church in 1952, and was so faithful for those 66
years. Though latterly unable to gather with us because of disability, she
continued her faithful ministry of prayer and practical help, living in a
settled and contended spirit despite physical limitations.
Saturday 5th January 2019
Nessie was an avid reader, blessed with the gift of ‘speed-reading’ which
Whitburn South Church Halls
in many ways typified her life, identifying the vital and important things and
EH47 0DE (off Longridge Road)
choosing to overlook ‘incidentals’: though choosing to not have television,
she was very well informed about world and local affairs, activities of the
(usual venue)
Churches of God and life in general, and it was never a chore to visit her;
indeed visitors came away much blessed.
Come and hear ministry from
Earlier in 2018 she had to cope with the unexpected loss of her oldest
Alex Hope
daughter Ruth, and though accepting this with stoicism it certainly
John Archibald
impacted severely on Nessie, and as time progressed and she became
Andy McIlree
more limited herself she just longed to be ‘at home with the Lord’.
Local brothers paid tribute to her long and faithful life, and also to the
Welcoming cuppa from 1.30 p.m.
faithful care of her remaining daughters Irene, Norah, and especially
Ministry commences at 2.00 p.m.
Joan, of the Assembly here, who lived near her mother and gave daily
support. Nessie was blessed with loving daughters, grandchildren and
Hot food provided at Tea Interval
great grandchildren who will miss her presence and her daily prayers for
Travel / directions / further information from
them; the Assembly too is the weaker for her homecall though all are glad
Robert Fisher Tel.: 01506 324862
to know she has had a full and fulfilled life.
E-mail: rhfisher@fastmail.com
Leonard Ross; James Johnson

East Scotland
New Year Conference

Notice Board
January

Mums’ Night Out at Liverpool

Our Mums’ Night Out event was held
on 30 November. About 30 ladies from
our Mums and Toddlers groups, plus
other friends known to us, came for an
evening out with a Christmas meal, festive
entertainment, and a Christmas talk by
Doreen Seddon appealing to the ladies to
say ‘Thank You’ for the gift of Jesus this
Christmas! The craft was making a Candy
Cane with beads illustrating the Christian
message. A good evening was enjoyed by all and we pray on that our friends will
respond to what they heard.
David Webster
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East Scotland Conference,
Whitburn
05
North West District 		
Oversight
07
South Wales District 		
Oversight
12
South Wales District 		
teaching programme 		
(DySGu)
12-19 South Wales District 		
Week of Prayer
18
North West District
Teach In (SOH)
19
Northern Ireland, Belfast
Winter Conference
25-27 North West Youth 		
Weekend
26
West Scotland youth 		
event (Refresh)
KEY:
DySGu - District Study Group, S. Wales
SOH - Sisters’ Open House

Calendar of Events 2019 (DV)
We will print the full calendar
in February’s issue when all
Districts have submitted their
plans.

Text for the Month
So teach us to number our days that
we may get a heart of wisdom.
Psalm 90:12
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