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Redeeming
Time

Some Winter Activities in Myanmar

During November and December, we were pleased by God’s grace to carry out
a range of different activities with the Assemblies, some of which had not been
“I think that one of the huge undertaken in recent days at least.
difficulties in modern life is the way
time has become the enemy… for me,
stress is a perverted relationship to
time”(John O’Donohue).
Do you feel stressed about what’s
coming later in the week, or later in the
day? Are you regularly anxious about
how to get all the things done you need
to do in the time you have? I think it’s a
natural response to today’s accelerated
pace of living. With more demands being
placed upon us at work, at home or in
Church, there never seems to be enough
time. O’Donohue’s suggestion was to
consider the current moment, not based
on where it sits in relation to what needs
to happen later, or what’s gone before,
but to simply be fully present in that
moment.
In that he echoes what the Lord Jesus
told his followers in the Sermon on
the Mount “Do not be anxious about
The now regular visit to the country’s capital of Nay-Pyi-Daw to encourage the
tomorrow, for tomorrow will be anxious saints there was spread over two full days this time. These saints are isolated from
about itself” (Matt. 6:34), focus on Insein, five hours travel at least to the south, so it was good that 7 from Insein were
today, focus on the present moment able to make the trip north. The local Baptist Christians that are sister Nu Cing’s
and don’t allow tomorrow to steal your contacts were presented with the challenge of the Lord’s desire for unity in John
attention away from what you can do 17, and on the second day there was an opportunity to discuss this further. The
right now. His concern was that our faithful saints would love to have a Church of God planted in the city, so please
being anxious about practical things, can you add your prayers to theirs about this.
seeking after the material things that
On the third day some travelled south, but a further 13 hours north brought the
occupy the minds of the unspiritual, remaining travellers, including Nu Cing and two of her family, to the Chin state for
would hinder us from seeking first the a period of 17 days with the 4 Assemblies.
Kingdom and righteousness of God. We
can choose to step apart from the rush
of time passing, the press and pursuit
of material demands, and instead allow
ourselves to enjoy God for who He is,
and appreciate the Kingdom within
which He has established us.
That may seem impractical - how will
we ever get anything done? Yet God has
provided us with every passing moment
and Paul encourages us to make the
most of our time (Eph. 5:16). In every
moment we can choose to be present
with God - whether we’re busy at work
or engaged in leisure or social time - we
can choose to frame each moment in the
context of our relationship with God, so
The recently completed accommodation facilities attached to the hall in
that whatever else is demanded from us Suangphei now enable all visitors to stay under one roof together. This further
in that moment, it is subordinate to the strengthens bonds, and the work of local brothers and sisters to provide the rooms
joy of knowing our righteous King.
and excellent food during the visits is something all give God thanks for.
Richard Hutchinson
continued on page 2 ...
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Some Winter... continued
Activities
in Myanmar
from page 1

The village chief made two visits to the hall whilst we were there, expressing
gratitude for the work now carried out in the recently started ‘after school classes’
for children in one of the saint’s homes, and he also noted the unique bonds of the
Fellowship in the financial assistance given by saints from Churches in the West.
It is not something the other local Churches rejoice in.

A larger neighbouring village was visited to give out tracts, one of which focused
on the difference between the Church the Body of Christ and the Church of God.
Visiting houses is not easy in the West; in Suangphei a brief spoken welcome
outside the door to those inside is quickly followed with an invitation to step inside
and refreshments are readily supplied. Khupboih met a man who had taught with
his grandfather and Nu Cing is related to people in the village too. We pray for
the word to take root.

The minimum of 5 hours journey back to Munlai, though only 70km east, usually
has some challenges and this time was no different. A new bridge had been
completed but the approach track had not bedded down and the transport was
stranded at the foot of the hill for a while. Our God provided everything needed
to escape a night having to be spent in remote countryside, but it was not Samson
(Khupboih) that pulled us through. It took a combination of an idle mechanical
digger and our taxi driver, who had experience from Malaysian gold mines in driving
one, finding the hidden keys and a significant rope. Prayer is always made before
such journeys and this time the hand of God was so evident, even in providing
the skilled driver required. How thankful we were.
To be continued ...

James; Khupboih
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Spotlight Bernard French
The eldest of six sons, my parents
sent me to the Church of God Sunday
School at Crowborough. In 1945 I
attended the first youth camp, and on
9 September (VJ night) I accepted the
Lord Jesus as my Saviour. To celebrate
the end of the war we gathered
brushwood to make a bonfire, but no
celebration could equal the joy that I
was experiencing. Three months later,
I was baptised.
I was employed in the building trade as a bricklayer and plasterer. In September
1969 I was accepted for full time service, and on 1 January 1970 I left for Nigeria. This
was the beginning
of service in
Nigeria, Ghana
and Malawi. It has
been a privilege to
be at the planting
of Churches in
these countries.
It has also been
a special joy
to witness the
progress of the
Lord’s work in
Africa, especially
that local men are
now ministering
among their own people.
My wife and children have been an encouragement throughout. There have
been times when it has been difficult for them but none have ever criticised
this decision, and have
been supportive from the
beginning. For any who
may feel the call to serve
the Lord in this way, it is
essential that one’s family
is supportive in the desire.
On one occasion when
I was trying to witness
to work colleagues, the
reply of one was “I thought
there was something funny
about you”, but there is no
greater privilege than to be
a disciple engaged in the
Lord’s work.
BV French

For Prayer

Ministering Brethren
February and onwards

John Black
At the moment, it looks as if I will
be doing what I can around home
base.
Phil Brennan
Final part of my visit with Brian
Tugwell in India: Leadership
seminar in Andhra.
Continuing ministry in Buxton and
Nottingham.
Brian Johnston
I will be spending all of February
in The Philippines, arriving back
in the UK on 26th. A meeting of
Leading Brethren is planned for
27,28 February.
Geralde Magusara
Working with Brian Johnston,
conducting a training for all
preachers on 8,9 February and
adult camp on 15,16 February. The
rest of the time is to encourage
and strengthen Churches and do
outreach.
Andy McIlree
I’m due to leave for Australia on
19 February and will be there until
23 April, DV. This will give ample
time to be with Bundaberg and
Christchurch, as well as Melbourne,
and I’m looking forward to seeing
everyone again.
Brian Tugwell
I will be working in India throughout
February.
Robert Wood
Current plans are to work in
Aberdeen.
David Woods
February sees me occupied with
local responsibilities in Manchester
and NW England District, a 242
planning meeting, and preparations
for a visit to British Columbia in
March. We’ll grab a short holiday
at half-term too.

Look out in future issues for the
next in the series of ‘Spotlight’. We
plan to cover all of the full time
‘Lord’s Servants’ find out more
about their life of service.
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Newcastle

Walking Holiday
Walking and fellowship is being
planned for 14-20 April 2019 along the
North Norfolk coast. New walkers will be
Newcastle Assembly celebrates 50 years of blessing in the present hall with an
very welcome. Further information on the
walking and accommodation is at http:// afternoon of music, aided by Alan and Debbie Hope of Glasgow, Alan previously
having spent some time in the Newcastle Assembly. The music included a wide
www.micaiah.org.uk/walking
variety of styles with a choice from each person in the Church, including its most
recent addition, Harriet Stoner, who was baptised in October. The music choices
are collected in a playlist “ Coutts Road 50” on Spotify and YouTube and there
are links on the Newcastle Assembly website if you can’t otherwise locate them.
Please note that meeting times
Peter Stoner
have changed for the church of God
in Buxton.
Lord’s Day
11.00 - 12.00 The Remembrance
12.05 - 12.20 Ministry
12.20 - 12.50 Prayer
17.00 - 18.00 evening meeting

Buxton

There will be no midweek meeting
until further notice

Unity in Diversity: Andhra Pradesh Leaders Rendevous,
Ravulapalem
The photo was taken when Brother Chandrasekharan, elder at Chennai, met with leaders of Andhra Pradesh Churches
and had fellowship and ministry, along with an explanation of the preparation of accounts. The meeting was held on 10
January at The Yoke Hall, Ravulapalem, Andhra Pradesh. God has used Brother Chandrasekharan Spirit-fully after retirement
from his secular Job.
Dr. SJM Edward; Brother B.V. Prasada Rao
Names from left to right:
Vijay Babu (Chopella), Satyanarayana (Ravulapalem), Baba Saheb (Komoraj Lanka), Immanuel (Korumilli),
Chandrasekharan (Chennai), Dr. S J M Edward (Ravulapalem), Elisha (Ganti), BV Prasada Rao (Podagatlapalli),
David Raju (Ramavaram), Sudhaka (Lolla)
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The Bible Opened in Glasgow

We enjoyed the company of between 80 and 90 at our conference on 1 January, though some regulars were missed
because unwell. We also enjoyed the hospitality of the local team, though without a key helper - Alex Osborne - taken
into hospital overnight.
● Steve Seddon (Manchester) aimed to “strengthen, encourage and comfort” (1 Cor. 14:3), selecting highlights from
Colossians - looking into reasons for its writing, with a character sketch of Epaphras, loved overseer of the Church, in team
with Philemon.
● Neville Coomer (Buckhaven) chose ‘How we can enjoy heaven on earth’, in Scriptures from Genesis to Revelation,
touching on man alone being made “in the image of God”, and so able to walk with Him and enjoy restored fellowship with
Him. This, however, requires crucifixion with Christ, bound up with the calling of baptism.
● David King (Manchester) drew the presence of God from an exposition of Lev. 16, including the necessity to deal with
sin from day to day, and parallels with our Lord in the goat and the man in readiness.
● Brian Tugwell (Liverpool) spoke of “My devotion to your house burns in me like a fire”, seen in our Lord at the Temple
cleansings; in Phineas enacting judgment on high-handed sinners; and Nehemiah’s series of prayers - “Remember me for
good.”
● For CD and mp3 recordings from W.J. Bell at 0141 776 2111, email bellmyrtle20@ntlworld.com ; or visit soundcloud.
com/theymaybeone
R.E. Hawthorne; M. Archibald

Rich Reflections at Renfrew
West Scotland’s Renfrew Conference on 2 January, at The Normandy Hotel, drew over 80 adults, young folk and children
for our variety of approaches.
● The Junior Programme was provided by Margaret Henderson with a trolley load of activities. All 10 tables were used
for the much enjoyed buffet meal.
A guide to the ministry:
● Fergus Reilly (Barrhead) reviewed challenges to the Christian prominent in 2018, such as fake news, the collapse of
the Morandi bridge and killing by Novichok, leading on to how vital is abiding in the Vine, closely examined in John 15.
● Karl Smith (Kirkintilloch)—The Progress of God’s Kingdom, noting a sense of momentum in 2018’s four baptisms in
Scotland; the importance of the call to discipleship as part of the Gospel; and focusing on the excellencies of Christ, helpfully
commending some topics for offering worship.
● Brian Tugwell (Liverpool) postponed his usual trip to India to speak to us with sensitivity about The Imprecations in
Psalm 69, giving instructive meditations on the possible speaker in verses 22-28, and verse 5.
● John Kerr introduced a compilation of video-clips about the work of Mission Aviation Fellowship, a reminder of the
invaluable service of others in the Church the Body. He noted that Fellowship saints had also paid a price, sometimes in
shortened lives, for their testimony to the Gospel and the truth beyond the UK.
For CD or MP3 recordings from W.J. Bell at 0141 7762111,email bellmyrtle20@ntlworld.com ; or visit soundcloud.
com/theymaybeone
L. Burgoyne;, M. Archibald
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Annual Calendar o
January
05
05
07
12
12-19
18
19
19
25-27
26
26
26

East Scotland: Conference, Whitburn
North West District Oversight
South Wales District Oversight
South Wales: DySGu
South Wales District Week of Prayer
North West District Teach In (SOH)
Northern Ireland: Belfast Winter Conference
South East: YC Bracknell, Bulbrook
North West: Youth Weekend
India: Ravulapalem, Sing and Praise
South East District Overseers meeting
West Scotland: youth event (Refresh)
February

01-02
02
04
09
09
09
16
21
23

North America: CORD Retreat (Guelph)
Midlands: Birmingham Vine Event
South Wales District Oversight
Northern Ireland: Men’s Study Day
(Rosspark Hotel)
South East District Event, London
South Wales: DySGu
West Scotland District Bible Fellowship
India: Ravulapalem, 21st anniversary of
Church planting
North West: SOH
March

02
02
08-10
09
09

North West District Oversight
South East: TTT2
Midlands: Sisters Weekend
North West: Men’s Study Day
South East: Brothers Study Day, London
(led by Swindon)
09
South Wales District Oversight
09
West Scotland: Youth Event (Refresh)
11
South Wales DySGu
16
Northern Ireland:Cullybackey Spring Conference
16
West Scotland District Bible Fellowship
23
North America: Vancouver Conference
(Van Dusen Gardens)
23
South East: YC, Hayes
23
South Wales: Brothers Study Day
(led by Brian Johnston)
29-31 Midlands: Camp XL
(Edale Youth Hostel, Derbyshire)
30
North America: Hamilton CULTIV8
30
North West: YPM
April
06
06
06
07-13
13
19

North West: SOH
South Wales DySGu
West Scotland: Youth Event (Refresh)
Fellowship Week of Prayer
South Wales District Oversight
North America: Kingston Jamaica
Good Friday Conference
19
North America: Brantford Good Friday Conference
23-26 North America: VBS Kingston Jamaica
24
India: Ravulapalem, Commitment Day,

26-27
27
27
27
27

brothers and sisters
Scottish Camp, girls overnight
Midlands: Nottingham Vine Event
North America; Littleton Spring Conference
North West: Fellowship Day
South East District Overseers meeting
May

03-05
03-05
04
11
11

North America: Sisters Weekend (Guelph)
Scottish Camp, boys spring weekend
North West District Oversight
Midlands District event (Normanton-on-Soar)
Northern Ireland: Women’s Study Day
(Rosspark Hotel)
11
North West: Liverpool Conference
11
South East District event, walk
11
South Wales DySGu
13
South Wales District Oversight
18
Northern Ireland: Camp recruitment (Belfast)
18
North West: SOH
18
South East: TTT3
31-02 North America: Spring Alive
June
02
05
08
08

Midlands: Birmingham Church in the Park
India: Ravulapalem, Youth Retreat
North America: MFC CULTIV8
North America: 50th anniversary celebration
of Camp Baldy
08
North West: YPM
09
Midlands: Birmingham Church in the Park
11
South Wales DySGu
15
Northern Ireland District Armagh
Summer Conference
15
South Wales DySGu social event (TBA)
15
West Scotland: youth event (Refresh)
16
Midlands: Birmingham Church in the Park
22
North West: SOH
22
South East District Event, Flaxlands
23
Midlands: Birmingham Church in the Park
26
Northern Ireland: Camp prayer meeting (Belfast)
29
South East: YC ‘Mystery Venue’
30
Midlands: Birmingham Church in the Park
30-06 North America: MFC boys and girls camp, week 1
30-06 Scottish Camp, Boys Week
July
06
06
06
07
07-13
08-14
14
14-20
14-20
20
20
21
21-27
22-26

Midlands: Buxton Vine Event
North West District Oversight
South East District Overseers meeting
Midlands: Birmingham Church in the Park
Scottish Camp, Girls Week
North America: TFS (MFC)
Midlands: Birmingham Church in the Park
Northern Ireland Summer Camp (Ballycastle)
Scottish Camp, Teen Week
North West: Wigan barbecue
South East: set up day at Camp
Midlands: Birmingham Church in the Park
North America: Camp Baldy kids camp
North America: MFC Day Camp
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of Events 2019 (DV)
27-03
27
28
29

North West: Summer Camp
South East: Youth Camp
Midlands: Birmingham Church in the Park
Northern Ireland: Camp thanksgiving meeting
(Belfast)
30-03 North America: Camp Baldy teen camp
31-04 North America: Gospel Defenders Camp (Jamaica)
31-06 Training for Service (Flaxlands)
August
02-05 North America: MFC Family Camp
03
South East: ELEVATE
04-10 Midlands: Youth Camp
(Needwood, Burton on Trent)
04-10 North West: MFC Teen Camp
11-17 North America: MFC Boys and Girls Camp, week 2
15
India: Ravulapalem, seminar on Freedom
17-21 South East: Belgium Camp
25-31 North America: MFC Teen Camp
September
01
02
07
07
13-15
14
14
16
21
21
23-25

North America: Teen Camp praise night (Hamilton)
North America: Trinidad Conference
North West District Oversight
South Wales DySGu
South East: YC weekend, Blacklands Farm
North America: MFC Harvest Day (Toronto)
North West: DOH
South Wales District Oversight
Convention 242 (Lymm)
Scottish Camp, girls reunion day
Conference of Overseers of the Churches of God
(Swanwick)
27-28 North America Men’s weekend (Guelph)
28
Northern Ireland: Knocknacloy
Autumn Conference
28
North West YPM

November
01-03 Northern Ireland: Annaluin Young People’s
Weekend
02
Midlands: Brethren’s Study Day (Leicester)
02
North West District Oversight
04
South Wales District Oversight
09
North America: Hamilton CULTIV8
09
North West: Manchester Conference
09
South East: District Event, Romford
10
India: Ravulapalem, Gospel effort by tracts
11
South Wales: DySGu
16
International Women’s Day of Prayer
23
Midlands: Stoke Vine event
23
North West: YPM
30
South East Overseers meeting
December
07
07
12
26-30
31

North West: SOH
South East: YC (location TBA)
South Wales DySGu
North America: MFC Deep Freeze
North America: Kingston Jamaica
New Years Eve Fellowship

KEY:
DySGu - District Study Group, S. Wales
SOH - Sisters’ Open House
MFC - Mount Forest Camp
YC - Young Christians
YPM - Young Peoples’ Meeting
TTT - Ten to Thirteen

“How lovely on the mountains...”
… tracing the footsteps of the Lord in the heights of the
Holy Land through Matthew’s gospel.

October
02
03-06
04-06
05
05
06-13
07
11-13
12
12
14
19
19
19
19
21
26

India: Ravulapalem, Called to Service,
a discussion amongst saints
South East: District Event, family weekend
Scottish Camp, boys Autumn weekend
Midlands: Stoke Conference
East Scotland: Whitburn Conference
North West: District week of prayer
South Wales District Oversight
Scottish Camp, Teen Autumn weekend
North West: Women’s Study Day
South East: TTT1
South Wales DySGu
North America: Victoria Fall Conference
Northern Ireland: Fellowship Day (Rosspark Hotel)
North West: SOH
South East: Sisters Study Day, Wembley
North America: Kingston Jamaica
Heroes Day Conference
North America: Hamilton Conference

ͺ Ǧ ͳͲ  ʹͲͳͻ

MIDLANDS SISTERS’ 
 ǡ 

ǣ   

Forms and further information can be obtained from
Celia Brennan phone: 01298 23445 email: celiabrennan@live.co.uk

Weekend for Sisters at the Fenwick Hotel,
Fenwick, Kilmarnock KA3 6AU
1-3 March 2019

THE ALL-SUFFICIENT SHEPHERD
With Guest Speaker
Stephen McCabe (Belfast)

Forms and further information available from
Eleanor Reilly: 0141 887 1423 email: L111nor@talktalk.net
Leonard Ross: 01224 732056 email Lmr.maxwells@btinternet.com
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Family blessings in Hyderabad and Ravulapalem

Sister Rainy Josephine, daughter
of brother SJM Edward, and Rohit
Prakash were married at Hyderabad
on 10 December 2018. The reception
was celebrated in a recreation marriage
spot on 14 December, along with the
35 year wedding anniversary events
of brother Edward and Suneetha of
Ravulapalem, and brother Moses and
sister Kamala of Rajahmundry. Many
Church of God leaders and saints
from Goa, Ravulapalem, Rajahmundry,
Hukumpeta, Komarajlanka, Ganti,
Pedapudi and Choppella attended the
event. Earlier, the engagement was
recognised in the presence of brother
Brian and sister Elsie Tugwell. A baby
girl is born to brother Bhaskar and sister
Lalitha.
Dr. GS Moses; Dr. SJM Edward;
brother Bhushan
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Moving On
It is with sadness we report that after around 50 years of service to the
Church of God in Hayes, David and Mary Parker have moved home, in order
to be closer to family, and as a result have transferred to the Church of God in
Crowborough. This report does not afford us the space to pay tribute properly
to what they have both accomplished here in our Church. We have been richly
blessed by their most generous hospitality, leadership, organisation, pastoral care
and their faithfulness over the years. On the last Sunday they gathered with us we
considered Acts 2:42 and the term “devotion”: this summed up their contribution
to the Church here in Hayes which was carried out with joy and cheerfulness. It
will only be over the next few months that we will come to understand the true
extent of the tireless and unseen work, that they have both carried out, and the
sacrifices they have made to leave us with a great example to follow. We know
that our loss is Crowborough’s gain, but we are comforted by the fact that they
are still close enough to come and visit and we shall enjoy Fellowship with them
again. On behalf of everyone in the Church of God in Hayes we say a huge thank
you to David and Mary and wish them continued joy and blessing in their future
service for the Lord in Crowborough.
Jon Stanley; George Collington

WANTED
Baptisms; Conference Reports; Births; Marriages; Obituaries; Camps; Adult Outreach; Youth Work
Intelligence is nothing without you. It can only exist if you use it to
share news across the Fellowship. You may think that what you do in your
Assembly is nothing out of the ordinary, but it could be a real inspiration
to someone else. Or perhaps you’re an Assembly that just struggles along
and you think your story is unimportant, but a report of your faithfulness
could be a great help to others in similar circumstances. After all, the Lord
Himself shared with us the story of Philadelphia, a Church that none of
us would consider to be thriving. “I know that you have little strength,
yet you have kept my word and have not denied my name” (Rev 2:8).
We all love to hear of the blessings of God, however big, however small.
So please, look at your Assembly, or District, and let us know what’s
happening. Don’t let anything go unreported. If you haven’t yet done it,
why not ask someone to be your Intelligence Correspondent?
If you’re a social media user who posts news to Facebook, don’t forget
to send it to Intelligence too so that we can all read it.
Guy and Steve
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At Home with the Lord - U Moe Than, Insein, Myanmar

On 10 December 2018 our dear brother U Moe Than (John Moe),
aged 80 years, was called home to be with the Lord. Brother John
Moe believed on the Lord Jesus as his Saviour as a teenager and was
baptized and added into fellowship in the Church of God in Insein.
There were four elders in the Church when it was planted, U Po San,
U Aye, U Thein Maung and U Soe Maung. John’s father was U Thein
Maung who wrote the book “Why I worship in a Church of God”, and
his mother was Daw Mya Thein. In his early life, he worked as the
Chief Engineer of the Pearl and Fishering Company.
His wife is sister Evelyn (Tin Tin Soe) who is the daughter of our
elder U Soe Maung. They have two sons, Guy and Robert, and one
daughter Jean. Though brother Robert is the youngest in the family,
he is the only person who is working and providing for the family’s
needs because his elder brother and sister are not in good health
and unable to work. U John Moe was always weak in health, too. He
worked as an elder in the Church for more than 10 years, though during those years he was unwell many times. He was
very quiet in manner and speech, though he loved the truth of God’s word.
The funeral service was held on 12 December. On that evening, and also on the 17th in the morning, the Church gathered
in their home on 36 Street, Yangon, to encourage the family. Brother James Lian Za Nang was able to be there during those
days, with the help of Munlai Assembly. On 11 December, Lord’s Day, the family of brother John Moe all came to attend
the Remembrance. We are so grateful as they are a really good example to us.
We are so thankful to receive a letter from brother Andy (McIlree) about our brother John Moe with encouragement
to the saints. We have a request to all of you that together we should remember in our prayers the family for their good
health, and for brother Robert as he looks after the family.
Lian Za Nang; Thawng Lian Khup

At Home with the Lord - Les Parker, Crowborough, England

Les Parker (Crowborough), called home on 12 December 2018 aged 90, will
be remembered with great affection by all who knew him.
At the service of thanksgiving on 9 January 2019, David Viles and Phil Brennan
paid tribute to the generosity, hospitality, friendship, shepherd-care, and
wisdom in the ‘team’ of Les and Marion, and the fun and enthusiasm in all
their God-honouring service for family, friends and fellow-saints and others.
Les was truly an example to the flock (1Pet. 5:3) and, like Joseph (Gen. 49:22)
his branches ran over the wall. Some of us remember how in our youth Les
sought us out and took time to talk with us, to listen and to understand us.
Confronted with the reality of end of life, Phil drew attention to two important
questions in John’s Gospel, ‘Where are you going?‘ (13:36) and ‘What is the
way?’ (14:5), and emphasised that all present needed the answer to those
questions. Les knew that only in Christ is there lasting hope and comfort.
Les trusted the Lord for salvation when a young boy. Despite being on Stoke
City FC’s players list and employed in an engineering company, he left both
to join the army in 1946. While training at Catterick with the Royal Signals, he
was challenged about his Christian faith and was baptised in Stoke. That week he was posted to Lagos, Nigeria, so he was
added to the Church there. As a young man of 19 he returned home to be a father-figure in the home following Fred’s death.
All of his experiences in life were recounted by Les with great gusto. He had a large-hearted personality; never insular
and parochial; always outward-looking, warm and welcoming. Though he may have been past his prime when he came to
Crowborough, we enjoyed that he was easy to talk with about anything - everyday issues or spiritual challenges and joys.
Though latterly failing in health, he remained consistent in the disciple pattern of his long life, and was valued and loved
for that.
Prayer is requested for Marion, Karen and Campbell and their families, and all who need comfort following Les’s homecall.
Reading Ps. 116 at the interment, Alistair Taylor provided words of spiritual strength, sustenance and support, for ‘precious
in the sight of the Lord is the death of his saints’.
Peter Doel; Graham Smith

Tribute from South East England District

As fellow-Overseers in the SE District, we would wish to pay a warm tribute to our longest serving overseer, Les Parker,
who served with us for 49 years in Kingston, Hayes, Bournemouth and latterly Crowborough. He also shared responsibility
for Swindon whilst in Kingston, and for Dulwich whilst in Hayes. His strength was in shepherding and caring for the flock,
giving renowned hospitality in the home, to local saints and visitors alike, loyally supported by his wife Marion. Les was
faithful in his service for the Lord and regularly participated in our District discussions until declining health prevented his
attendance. His passion, sense of humour and evident joy in service will be greatly missed. In giving himself so unsparingly
to the service of the Lord, Les earned our respect and appreciation. We fondly remember a brother who was faithful in all
God’s house and now rests in peace with His Lord, enjoying his reward in the glory of His presence.
On behalf of the South East District
Alex Jarvis; John Archibald

11

At Home with the Lord - Martin Dyer, Edinburgh, Scotland

Our dear brother Martin Dyer was called home on 17 October 2018 at the
age of 88. He was a quiet man who gave a lifetime of faithful service to the
Fellowship and, particularly, to the Assemblies in East Scotland.
Born in Clydebank, Martin also spent some of his childhood years in Hebburnon-Tyne where he committed his life to the Lord at the early age of 8. The family
soon returned to Clydebank, where Martin had a narrow escape from death in
the Clydebank Blitz. Later they moved to Broxburn in East Scotland, where he
was baptised.
He registered as a conscientious objector and was directed to serve as a noncombatant, but was able to volunteer to work as a coal miner and this took him
to Fife. There he met his wife Margaret, and they eventually settled in Edinburgh.
Martin, loved and respected by all, was a pastor, a teacher, a church leader and,
above all, a witness to the Gospel. His care for the saints was manifest and many
can tell of his ministry of support in trouble and sickness.
At his memorial service his sons paid tribute to him. Colin read the words of
1Thes. 4:16-18 with its message of hope: ‘Forever with the Lord’, and Norman
recalled the text on the wall of Martin’s home - ‘Thou wilt keep him in perfect
peace whose mind is stayed on Thee: because he trusteth in Thee’ (Isa 26:3).
Alex Hope also paid tribute to Martin and read from Ps. 15, a psalm which has
been called ‘the Psalm of the Christian Gentleman’ - a description which he felt

could truly describe Martin.
Martin is survived by his wife Margaret and his children Elizabeth, Colin and Norman, grandchildren and greatgrandchildren. They greatly appreciate your prayers, cards and messages of support.
Iain Hunter; Alex Hope

Tribute from East Scotland District

Overseers of the District are glad to add a note of appreciation of our dear brother and fellow-overseer.
Martin came into oversight work in East Scotland in August 1965, and was faithful in all he did. His knowledge of the
word, love for the Lord and his leadership qualities were recognised in the District. In addition to his work in Edinburgh
Assembly, he was also linked in oversight in Methil/Buckhaven and Broxburn for several years. In Scotland, for some years
he was in the leading group and was a most competent chairman in handling Scottish matters. He also served among the
Leading Brethren of the Fellowship, in which role he wrote some of his articles for Needed Truth.
He was faithful and consistent in attending our District meetings, and if unable to be present made sure we knew of his
absence. His memory of what had been discussed years ago, even suggesting the month in our minute books, was always
accurate.
We will miss him, and reflect on the words of Ps. 12:1 ‘Help, Lord; for the godly man ceaseth; for the faithful fail from
among the children of men’. When the apostle Paul met for the last time with fellow-elders he said ‘I commend you to
God and to the word of His grace, which is able to build you up’ (Acts 20:32). The word of God was special to Martin and
he handled it adeptly.
Brian Fullarton; Robert Fisher

At Home with the Lord - Kath Downhill, Buxton, England

On 6 December 2018, the Lord called our sister home to be with Himself. Kath
had trusted Him as her Saviour from an early age, had been baptised as a disciple
and continued faithfully as such for over 60 years. Added to the Church of God
in Buxton, she served God there, participating fully in the service of God’s house.
Her keen interest in Bible study and teaching has been an encouragement to
others. She was never short of a word to say concerning the God whom she loved
and served. Kath taught Sunday school for many years and led others to Christ.
At the funeral, held on 17 December, tribute was paid to Kath, while a large
number of people came to show their respect for a life of exemplary faith and
kindness. Kath was known throughout the town of Buxton, many paying tribute
to her warm-heartedness, wisdom and untiring witness to her faith in Christ.
Psalm 132 was read and reference made to the omnipotence, omniscience
and omnipresence of God, the need of His forgiveness and cleansing and the
unfathomable kindness He shows towards us in Christ.
Kath will be greatly missed by her family, by the Church here in Buxton and by
the many people whose lives she touched. Her legacy of faithfulness, however,
remains with us, and serves to prompt aspiration to live as one of the jewels of
the LORD’s “treasured possession”. (Malachi 3:17)
Please remember in prayer, Kath’s husband, Clive, daughter Sarah, brothers,
John and Phil, sisters, Shirley and Lois, and all their families.
Stan Wymer; Phil Brennan

Notice Board
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Christmas in Barry
Barry Assembly held its annual Christmas carol service with 31 in attendance visitors and saints. We had a buffet meal and David Palmer led the service, with a
video presentation and a selection of Christmas carols. Emily Stanley entertained
with her violin. The service was really appreciated by all in attendance.
Jeff Butler; David Palmer

01-02 North America: CORD
Retreat (Guelph)
02
Midlands: Birmingham
Vine Event
04
South Wales District
Oversight
09
Northern Ireland: Men’s
Study Day
(Rosspark Hotel)
09
South East District Event,
London
09
South Wales: DySGu
16
West Scotland District
Bible Fellowship
21
India: Ravulapalem, 21st
anniversary of
Church planting
23
North West: SOH
KEY:
DySGu - District Study Group, S. Wales
SOH - Sisters’ Open House

Late News
Henry Robinson was baptised
on Saturday 5 January and broke
bread with us on Lord’s Day 6
January. A memorable weekend
and an uplifting event for us in
Crowborough. A full report will
appear next month.

Text for the Month
I wait for the Lord, my soul waits, and
in his word I hope. Psalm 130:5
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