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Fellowship Week of Prayer
7 April - 13 April 2019

Our Outstanding 
Spiritual Obligation

By now, you should have had your 2019 Week of Prayer card. As you will see, 
key questions have been posed for each of us as individuals to consider how we can 
be more proactive and more powerful in our prayer life. Churches are encouraged 
to discuss these questions together so that we can all learn from each other.

Another feature this year is what we are calling “Daniel’s Daily Prayer Challenge”, 
in which you are invited to accept the challenge to pray 3 times a day for 3 specific 
items or issues across each of the 7 days of the Week of Prayer.  You might want 
to consider asking a ‘prayer partner’ to join you in the challenge and help keep 
each other accountable so that you can complete all 21 sessions!  

Some suggestions for the 3 things that you pray about are provided below, but 
of course everybody will have specific people or issues that will also need praying 
about this week:

May the Lord bless us as individuals and the Churches of God as a whole as we 
undertake this important prayer exercise.

On behalf of the Fellowship Outreach Committee
Jon Stanley; Stephen Hickling

To Whom?
The question has come up time and 

again  - what should be our attitude as 
believers, and especially those who are 
in God’s house, to the people and nation 
of Israel? They still occupy a pivotal place 
in God’s dealings with, and in, the world 
and that will never change. The nations 
have their earthly geographical locations 
as an inheritance from God, based upon 
the central placing of Israel in a special 
parcel of land in the Middle East that 
God had promised to Abraham and his 
seed (Deut. 32:8; Gen. 12:7). 

Israel was, and always will be, the 
choicest of all countries of this world 
to Jehovah, the Lord their God. They 
are classified as ‘the apple of His eye’ 
and even their land is so unique that 
the Lord’s eyes are never turned away 
from it, not even for a day (Deut. 32:10; 
11:12). Those voices that are raised in 
condemnation against them, such as 
at the Council of the United Nations, 
and belligerent nations desperate to 
conduct a military onslaught upon 
them, will suffer, and have suffered, the 
consequences (Isa. 54:17; Num. 24:9; 
Zech. 2:8). In a coming day, what they 
undergo now in being suppressed and 
oppressed by enemies will be reversed. 
They will be the bankers of nations 
during the millennial reign of Christ; no 
longer despised and ridiculed, but in 
the seat of power and authority (Deut. 
15:6; 28:12-13).

Our Part
The apostle Paul’s words in Romans 

9 and 10 bear witness to his great love 
for his race, his kinspeople according to 
natural birth; ‘For I could wish myself 
anathema from Christ for my brethren’s 
sake, my kinsmen according to the 
flesh’, and ‘my heart’s desire and my 
supplication to God is for them, that 
they may be saved’ (9:3; 10:1). What a 
burden he had for his fellow-nationals. 
God has exalted them above all other 
peoples and into that nation came 
‘Christ, who is over all, God blessed for 
ever’ (9:5). 

Believers today, being grafted in 

... continued on page 2
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Our Outstanding Spiritual Obligation 
... continued from page 1

among the branches of Israel that have not been broken off (a remnant according 
to the election of grace – Rom. 11:5) are borne by the root of the fatness of the 
olive tree (11:17), that is, blessed through the faith of their (and our) great spiritual 
father, Abraham (Rom. 4:11-13, 16). So, we owe ever so much to the Jewish people 
through whom God’s word has come to us and to others (9:6). 

Giving them a proper place in our hearts, thoughts and prayers and, where 
possible, witness too will ensure the richness of God’s blessing upon us individually 
and collectively. Let’s pray together for their capital, Jerusalem (Ps. 122:6); for their 
leadership, political and religious; for their economy and safety; but most of all for 
their spiritual enlightenment, viz. the removal of the veil that lies upon their heart, 
blinding heart and mind to the Gospel of the glory of Christ (2 Cor. 3:15-16; 4:3-4).

Brian Fullarton   

We the saints of Ravulapalem were very much encouraged by the ministry 
of brother Phil from Buxton Assembly. He taught us from 2 Kings 6 about the 
disciples of Elisha, who asked the permission of their master to extend the place 
of their training and went to cut logs near the River Jordan, and the axe borrowed 
fell into the river. The small man who was cutting pleaded with the prophet for the 
axe, and when a branch of a tree was cut and immersed in water the axe floated 
on the water. The comparison was the branch of the tree  with Jesus, and the axe 
which sank is the soul of a saved person. The miracle and moral is that God is able 
to lift up the backslider from the fallen state. The saints were very happy to have 
such a good sermon by brother Phil.

SJM Edward; Satyanarayana

Visit of Phil Brennan to Ravulapalem, 
Andhra Pradesh, India

We thank  God for  H is 
faithfulness to us over the 20 
years since planting. All glory 
to God for His gracious dealings 
with us. We appreciate the 
Lord’s servants who brought 
the truths to us. Most of those 
planted with us remain with us 
and we now have about 70 on 
the roll.  God is good.

Dr. G.S. Moses; G. Isaac Raj

Thanksgiving 
at 

Rajahmundry
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For Prayer 
Ministering Brethren

April and onwards

John Black
I will be in Nigeria. I plan to attend 
the Conference at Warri for the two 
Nigerian Districts at Easter.

Phil Brennan
Since the planned visit to Myanmar 
has been postponed, I shall be 
continuing ministry in Buxton 
with one visit to Nottingham, and 
participating in a study on Joshua 
for the NW Fellowship Day. 
Some writing up of notes for TFS 
courses. 
Pastoral work in the Midlands 
Churches

Mark Imoukhuede
God willing, I plan to be in the 
Lagos area of the Western District 
for two weeks and the last two 
weeks in East/Delta District.

Brian Johnston
I’m due to spend most of April in 
Zimbabwe & Malawi, returning in 
time for a Fellowship Day in the 
North West.

Geralde Magusara
I will be working in Pantukan 
and organising our annual Family 
Fellowship (17- 20 April) in all 
Churches here. It will be held in 
Banaybanay.

Andy McIlree
I will be at home, since my trip to 
Australia and New Zealand has 
been postponed until September.

Laurence Onyokoko
I will be in Ibedeni from the 4 to 
8 April , Eket from 11 to15, Easter 
conference (African Districts) on  
18 and 19 April in Warri.

Robert Wood
I will be in Leigh at the beginning 
of the month for 1 week in Brian’s 
absence, and Aberdeen for the 
remainder of the month.

David Woods
I’ll be focused on local Manchester 
and NW England District activities 
again.

This is a photograph of the house warming of Brother Joseph by Phil Brennan, 
with prayer. The Chennai elders - Chandrasekharan, Devanesan, Rupan and 
Deivasagayam - attended. Dr. SJM Edward from Ravulapalem gave a short sermon 
from Heb. 3:3-6 about a house constructed by man and the House of God. 
Afterwards, a feast was arranged by Sister Valentina for the elders.

Dr. SJM Edward; G Samuel Joseph

House Warming

WE WOULD LOVE TO SEE YOU AT: 

Camp Baldy’s 
50TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION! 

  

 

 

 

 Date: June 8th 
Time: Starts at 11:00am – 4:00pm 
Location: Camp Baldy Colorado 

Can you believe Camp has been around for 50 years?! Special thanks to the Shrout 
family for hosting us for so many years. Also, many thanks to our amazingly dedi-
cated volunteer staff from around the world that we ’ve been blessed with. God is 
good!  
 
Lunch will be provided along with lots of fun for all! Please feel free to bring your 
family. There will be special guest appearances from Camp Baldy’s campers and 
staff over the past 50 years. So, you may see your favorite counselor/leader!  

We look forward to seeing you all!  
 
 

Please RSVP with who will attend to Deidra Brooks by: May 8th 
  Dayxtension@gmail.com or leave a text/voicemail at 720-515-5131 
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Being a
Believer

TFS 2019

31st Aug. - 6th Sept. 2019
Flaxlands Manor Farm,

Royal Wootton Bassett, Wiltshire, UK
£100

Course leaders: Phil Brennan, Lindsay Woods
& David Woods

A Training for Service study with foundations in
the writings of the Apostle John

Bookings via Lindsay Woods, 02825 643025 or
lindsay.woods667@gmail.com

What we believe, and why

News from Melbourne, Australia

Birth of Reuben King
The safe arrival of little Rueben Ronald King on 11 January 2019 was a great joy 
to Ross and Sarah King of Melbourne Assembly. His grandparents David and 
Rhoda King (their 3rd grandchild) and Ron & Ann Busby (their 1st) are especially 
overjoyed. Thanks be to God for His overwhelming kindness and the safe delivery 
of this little one. 
It was nice that Gareth and Claire, Robyn and Holly Andrews were able to see this 
little fellow just before they left to return home to Belfast after a 3 week holiday 
in Melbourne.
The Assembly is very happy to have a young child among them, which is the first for 
many years. The Lord has truly blessed us all. Thank you for all the prayer support 
on behalf of this little fellow,  and we pray that he will go on to be a follower of 
the Lord Jesus Christ.

80th Birthday - Lyndsay Seddon
On Sunday 3 March Lyndsay 
Seddon celebrated his 80th 
birthday (18 February) with an 
Assembly gathering for lunch 
after the Remembrance. Lyndsay 
testified to the goodness of the 
Lord in bringing him into the 
Fellowship and revealing to him 
the precious truths regarding 
God’s house and the kingdom 
of God. He expressed with a 
heartfelt emotion his love for 
the Lord’s house and his joy in 
being called into it. 
He has been in the Fellowship 
for nearly 19 years since Nancy, 
his wife, brought him along 
to the Remembrance during 
which he was overawed by its 
reverence and meaning.

 Lyndsay also testified to the 
Lord’s goodness in bringing him 
through a stoke while he and 
Nancy were in the UK on holiday. 
He was very appreciative of the 
Lord’s guidance in his spiritual 
journey over 80 years. 

Liverpool
Conference

May 11 2019
Salvation Army Centre

Cavendish Drive, Walton,
Liverpool. L9 1HW

Brian Fullarton
Stephen Hickling

David King

4 pm until 7.30 pm
Coffee and Tea from 3.30
Meal served during interval

The Church of God Liverpool
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Walking and fellowship is being 
planned for 14-20 April 2019 along the 
North Norfolk coast. New walkers will be 
very welcome.  Further information on the 
walking and accommodation is at http://
www.micaiah.org.uk/walking

Walking Holiday

Visits of Gareth and Claire 
Andrews
On Christmas Eve Gareth 
and Claire, with Robyn and 
Holly, arrived in Melbourne 
for a 3 week holiday. It was a 
real delight to see them after 
returning home 2 1/2 years 
ago from a 2 years residenti al 
stay in Melbourne. It was as if 
they had never left, such was 
the joy of seeing them again.
It was nice to see how Robyn 
had grown up so much, and 
to see the new addition to 
the family -  Holly. We enjoyed 
their company very much as 
always, and we were sad to 
see them return home on the 
evening of the birthday of 
Reuben King.

Ron Busby

News from Melbourne, Australia

South Wales has enjoyed its second baptism in just over a month. Having 
witnessed Lily Tidmas’ baptism on 2 February we have now witnessed that of 
Chloe Evans, the two being linked. Chloe had been thinking of baptism for some 
time, and when she saw Lily follow the Lord she said to herself, “That should be 
me!” The next day she approached an overseer in Aberkenfig and interview plans 
were put in place.

Chloe is a 22 year old young woman who started attending JAM Club when 
she was 9 years old. She has been to summer camps and Fellowship events such 
as Whitemoor. She had been assured of her salvation for some time and, when 
interviewed, demonstrated a clear understanding of the path of discipleship and 
the necessity of baptism. So on 3 March saints throughout the District assembled 
in Aberkenfig, together with regular visitors, family and friends of Chloe, to witness 
her obedient faith as she went through the waters of baptism. Lee Thomas carried 
out the baptism and Andrew McCall gave the message, both at Chloe’s request. 
Please pray for Chloe that she grows in the grace and knowledge of the Lord Jesus 
Christ.

Tony Jones; Steve Peers

Rejoicing in Aberkenfig
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It started with a felt need to reach 
out where a Church testimony had 
lately shown some signs of weakness. 
The Lord directed our path to a ridge of 
hills along the Compostela Valley. We 
began with a Gospel Rally (‘Krusada’) 
one weekend. About 60 persons listened, 
the majority at a distance. No immediate 
sign that any deep spiritual interest 
had been awakened. That only became 
evident during days and evenings of 
house-to-house follow-up of the 31 
names logged. 

The follow-up began with a long 20 
minutes’ ride on a rough road in the 
dark. It didn’t help that the motorbike 
had no shocks and no front light. But 
the Lord directed our way, and at the 
end of that spine-jarring road Jocelyn, 
from a Catholic background, was waiting 
expectantly to hear God’s Good News.  
From 1 John 5:13 we stressed not 
hoping, but knowing; and that salvation 
isn’t through religion, but is found in 
a Person. Jocelyn said she wanted to 
confirm her heavenly reservation that 
very evening. She seemed in earnest, 
and later identified with Lydia in Acts 16 
on a follow-up visit.

At another house where all ages 
crowded in, they were likewise not sure 
of going to heaven. Here the pearl fisher 
illustration was used to underline the fact 
that salvation is of necessity a gift, as no 
form of religious payment could suffice. 
One woman in particular indicated she’d 
like help in framing her prayer. In actual 
fact, up to a dozen perhaps stood up with 
her and joined in. 

In parallel, Geralde followed up with 
the lady who’d allowed us to use her 

Light in the Valley
solar light at the krusada, and with the 
Barangay official, and one other – all of 
whom he felt he led to the Lord. The 
first-mentioned lady has an interesting 
story: she talked of a near-death or out-
of-body experience, and how her cancer 
had been cured. She had acknowledged 
this as God’s doing, but previously it 
was all shrouded in the confusion of 
Catholicism, now dispelled.

We then followed the trail deeper into 
the hills until we came upon the couple 
we were seeking. As we began to chat, 
a small crowd of curious neighbours 
gathered. Soon numbers swelled to such 
an extent that Geralde changed tack and 
said, ‘Preach, bro!’ Due to rapt attention 
on the part of most, we expanded on our 
sinfulness before God, our inability to 
keep the Ten Commandments, who Jesus 
is, his unique life and why He died, how 
this was God our maker’s rescue plan, 
before emphasizing our need to respond, 
covering the 4 bases of need, inability, 
provision, and receiving Christ. Some 
drifted away. For those who remained, 
stating that today is the day of salvation, 
we referred to the 31 now in eternity 
after that week’s major bus incident. 
We were left with a dozen adults and 
6 children who participated vocally 
in prayer to receive Christ. They now 
request teaching, which is a promising 
sign of authenticity.

Once again, we headed back up the 
familiar track to Camantangan and 
began to set up the film show once 
more. A group of some 35 adults and 15 
kids quickly assembled, and as always 
interest was held. We preached on 
the Great Divide, illustrating from the 

Rockies and the two raindrops heading 
to widely separated oceans, before 
turning to the two thieves on their 
crosses with their respective destinies, 
and finally to challenge friends sitting 
side by side. Romi had his head bowed 
during the film. His wife was now in tears. 
A couple of adults and three teenage 
girls were the first to respond. Geralde 
waited, in no rush. When he called me 
to come forward to lead in the sinner’s 
prayer, it sounded as if all spoke out, at 
the end many smiles, wiping of tears, and 
hugs. It had been an evening deliciously 
free of any stickiness up on hills caressed 
by a gentle breeze under the stars. Back 
down the mountain once more, I waited 
for a bus to take me back to base in 
Tagum. The one that came was playing 
‘Bless the Lord, O my soul’!

The next day, Geralde texted that 9 
more had been led to the Lord during 
his daytime house-to-house follow-up 
at Purok 2. This further underscored 
what was becoming increasingly obvious 
as a remarkable work of the Spirit in 
the Compostela Valley adjacent to our 
Montevista church. By now, spread 
over half a dozen visits, including two 
Crusades and days of house to house 
follow-up, we estimate a few dozen 
possibly came to Christ. Could it be 
denied that the Spirit was moving in 
power? Of course, time, and eternity 
all the more, will prove the professions, 
but the evidence of tears and thirst for 
follow-up teaching are promising tokens 
of an authentic work. There’s nothing 
better than to experience such liberty 
in an evening’s preaching, observing the 
Spirit captivating the audience perched 



Baptisms; Conference Reports; Births; Marriages; Obituaries; Camps; Adult Outreach; Youth Work

Intelligence is nothing without you. It can only exist if you use it to 
share news across the Fellowship. You may think that what you do in your 
Assembly is nothing out of the ordinary, but it could be a real inspiration 
to someone else. Or perhaps you’re an Assembly that just struggles along 
and you think your story is unimportant, but a report of your faithfulness 
could be a great help to others in similar circumstances. After all, the Lord 
Himself shared with us the story of Philadelphia, a Church that none of 
us would consider to be thriving. “I know that you have little strength, 
yet you have kept my word and have not denied my name” (Rev 2:8).

We all love to hear of the blessings of God, however big, however small. 
So please, look at your Assembly, or District, and let us know what’s 
happening. Don’t let anything go unreported. If you haven’t yet done it, 
why not ask someone to be your Intelligence Correspondent?

If you’re a social media user who posts news to Facebook, don’t forget 
to send it to Intelligence too so that we can all read it.

Guy and Steve

WANTED

7

around their bamboo huts on the 
side of the mountain under the stars. 
While preaching, heads begin to bow, 
and when the challenge of the cross is 
made, sobs start. Many come forward, 
or stand in their place, earnestly praying 
the sinner’s prayer … then the smiles, 
handshakes and hugs.

As a further authenticating token, 
there was the added tangible evidence 
of satanic hindrance. The local cult leader 
became hostile to us. Like Paul in Acts 17-
19 in Thessalonica, Corinth and Ephesus, 
we planned to move the disciples to 
Romi’s house (compare Jason, Titus 
Justus and the school of Tyrannus). We 
rejoice in opposition because it, too, 
underscores the genuineness of much 

of what was happening. 
On another hilltop not far away, we 

visited the church at Liguyon. There, a 
dozen had been lined up for interview  
but the clarity wasn’t there. We turned 
to preaching the word (Rom.3:19-24), 
hammering the need to reject the idea 
of good works before embracing the idea 
of faith – these cannot be additional or 
coexist – to attempt to add our works 
to Christ’s death is to say his death was 
a waste of time (Gal.2:21). They were 
cut to the heart and eleven persons 
came forward, principally those who’d 
earlier failed interviews, but a few more 
additionally stood where they’d been 
previously seated. We went methodically 
through the sinner’s prayer, reflecting 

the emphasis of the preaching, and they 
sounded earnest. Geralde is set to redo 
interviews on 9th March when he returns 
there for a youth event. This will probe 
the depth of these professions.

Overall, including youngsters, the total 
number of those indicating professions 
of faith might have approached 100 
throughout a 15-day period.

Of course, lots more happened: two 
mini-Camps at weekends were held for 
adults with the aim of honing preaching 
and parenting skills. These are most 
enjoyable, being enthusiastic, intensely 
interactive events. Also, assistance was 
administered to landslide and storm 
victims among our Church folks.

Brian Johnston

Light in the Valley continued...
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Notice Board

Text for the Month

April

06 North West: SOH
06 South Wales DySGu
06 West Scotland: Youth 
 Event (Refresh)
07-13 Fellowship Week of  
 Prayer
19 North America: Kingston  
 Jamaica 
 Good Friday Conference
19 North America: Brantford  
 Good Friday Conference
23-26 North America: VBS  
 Kingston Jamaica
24 India:  Ravulapalem,  
 Commitment Day, 
 brothers and sisters
26-27 Scottish Camp, 
 girls overnight
27 Midlands: Nottingham  
 Vine Event
27 North America; Littleton  
 Spring Conference
27 North West: 
 Fellowship Day
27 South East District   
 Overseers meeting
KEY:
DySGu - District Study Group, S. Wales
SOH - Sisters’ Open House
TTT - Ten to Thirteen
YC - Young Christians
YPM - Young Peoples’ Meeting

How sweet are your words to my 
taste, sweeter than honey to my 
mouth!

Psalm 119:103

On Saturday afternoon, 17 February, we had another well-filled hall for our 
monthly programme, with ages ranging from 16 to 80+, including several from 
East District who resolutely battled through the football traffic. The session began 
with a study of Paul’s journeys; the second trip was featured, taking the Gospel 
into Europe, introduced and chaired by Neville Coomer. There was hardly a pause 
as contributors commented on the topics, with questions raised and copies of 
helpful maps used. 

Afterwards we were tested and built up by praise requests from Gospel Songs 
and a less well known hymn or two from beyond our books, led by Jim Cranson, 
with Elsie Meek on the keyboard. Previous sessions have been into the Supplement 
and other sheet-music choices. It’s a welcome means of boosting our part-singing, 
an enriching Fellowship skill that deserves promotion. Not in the picture but much 
appreciated are the trusty sisters putting the kettle on. The focus has of course 
been affected by the vibrant volume of song!

After fellowship with tea, coffee and eatables, we had a presentation by 
John Kerr on the beginnings of Assembly-planting in other countries, this time 
featuring Rajahmundry and the FWT Homes, with video and audio of current 

activities contributed by Dr Moses and 
Alistair Coomer. Previous sketches have 
left a deep impression of the brothers 
and sisters who willingly sacrificed home 
comforts and longevity to develop work in 
Africa and Burma, in the face of war and 
pioneering conditions that undermined 
health.

In March we look forward to input from 
Brian Johnston on the new Assemblies 
in Zimbabwe and Mozambique, whose 
names you’ll know because you pray for 
them regularly, we trust. Last session we 
had recordings of famous and fondly-
remembered ministers of the word 
and evangelists from Billy Bell’s ‘Taped 
Ministry’ archive. 

We heartily thank all our visitors, our 
chairman Alex Brown, and Glasgow saints 
for a warm hall and refreshments, all 
adding to good fellowship and news.

M. Archibald; A. Brown

Bible Fellowship in West Scotland


