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A Worthless Dish

From what I remember it cost me
about £5 on eBay, a brown slipware
dish that may or may not have been
from my home town of Buckley. The
fact that no one else bid for it, and there
are serious collectors of Buckley Pottery,
convinced me I’d got it wrong; so for
most of its time with me it’s lived in a
drawer, coming close on more than one
occasion to being thrown away. About a
week ago I noticed an antiques dealer,
and renowned Buckley Pottery expert,
was selling an almost identical dish for
£780. It turns out my worthless dish has
worth after all.
Whether it’s worldwide or not I can’t
say, but the U.K. is suffering from a
mental health problem of epidemic
proportions, one from which Christians
are not immune. It may be that you are
one of those who suffer and sharing in
a common symptom, which is that you
often feel a sense of utter worthlessness
when in fact, my brother or sister, the
truth is that you are of inestimable worth.
You are loved with an everlasting love
(Jer. 31:3), loved by the Father (John
14:21), saved by the Son (Titus 3:5),
indwelt by the Spirit (1 Cor. 6:19). You
are a part of the pearl of great price, so
valued by the Lord that He gave His all
to purchase you (Matt. 13:45). You are
‘in Christ’ (1 Cor. 1:30), He calls you His
friend (John 15:14), and promises you His
eternal presence (John 14:33). He trusts
you with a work given specifically to
you (Eph. 2:10), because He knows that
with His help you can do a great job. He
believes in you.
Brother, sister, if you feel that you are
worthless let me reassure you that you
are not. You are not a dish to be kept in
a drawer, waiting to be one day thrown
away. You have great worth, being
‘displayed’ by the Lord, like Job (Job 1:8,
2:3), as a masterpiece of His grace and
wisdom.
Steve Peers
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Midlands Sisters’ Weekend

It was with great trepidation that I approached MSW. Stephen Hickling had set
a daunting brief – we were to examine the Gospel of Matthew with particular
reference to seven mountain experiences of the Lord Jesus, ranging from the
temptations to the final scene of commissioning when the disciples were to go
out into all the nations with the life-changing news of salvation.
Our weekend certainly lived up to the challenging expectations. Guided by
excellent ministry from Stephen, our group discussions allowed us to explore
Matthew’s careful use of physical geography to bring together the Old Covenant,
Messianic prophecies, the very first moments of the New Covenant and a clear
exposition of the future. We quickly discovered that Christology (Stephen’s
favourite word this weekend) in presenting the lovely nature of our Lord Jesus, was
central to the way Matthew structured his Gospel. We became intensely aware
how every facet of this fascinating narrative exhorts us to have greater faith in
our Lord. And I think it’s true to say that none of us will ever look at mountains
in the Bible in the same way again…
Stephen’s Sunday talk was one to fill us with purpose and joy. On the final
mountain scene the Lord left the disciples with three clear messages: He confirmed
His divine authority, He commissioned the disciples to gather believers from all
the world, and He offered rest and security in His promise to be with us always to
the end of the age. A great way to close the Gospel – and the weekend.
We shared a wonderful time of fellowship and study in a beautiful setting.
Intrepidly, we scaled mountains and stood together as sisters united in our love for
a wonderful Messiah. On behalf of each one of us, I would like to thank Stephen
and all those who worked so hard to make it such a happy, successful weekend.
Roll on next year!
Pamela Leech; Phil Brennan
Don’t forget to
visit the Church
website for all the
media links
www.
churchesofgod.
info/media/
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N. Ireland Spring
Conference in Cullybackey,
16 March 2019

The Psalmist says of the LORD, “You are good, and what
you do is good; teach me your decrees” (Ps. 119:68).
Once again saints in N. Ireland experienced the truth of
this as we came together for our annual Spring Conference
in Cullybackey on 16 March. We look forward to precious
times like this and we were greatly blessed to hear the
word of God and enjoy Christian fellowship. It was good
to see saints from all the Churches in the District, young
families, visitors from Wembley and some Christian
friends who responded to our invitation.
The ministry was shared by our brothers Ian Lockhart
(Belfast), Brian Johnston (Leigh) and Brian Tugwell
(Liverpool).
Ian’s opening message was titled, ‘Communion with our
God and the danger of idols’. Communion with God and
His Son is very precious. The Father and the Son want to
come to us and make their abode with us (1 John 1:3; Rev.
3:20). The Lord Jesus wants to walk with us. The evil one
wants to destroy that fellowship and we must be aware of
his tactics so that he will not have the advantage over us
(2 Cor. 2:11; 1 Pet. 5:8). There are dangers that can break
our fellowship with the Lord. Ian pointed us back to God’s
commands to Israel (Ex. 20:1-4; 34:14; Isa. 42:8), their
subsequent disobedience, stubbornness and idolatry. We
should learn from these examples that idolatry is futile;
there is no wisdom or power with idols but only in God,
the living God ( 1 Sam. 5:1-4; Jer. 10:1-12; 1 Sam. 15:23).
Idolatry is spiritual adultery (Hos. 4:16,17) and means that
the Lord hasn’t the first place in our lives. As disciples of
the Lord Jesus Christ we learn that idolatry is a work of the
flesh (Gal. 5:19-21); covetousness, immorality, impurity,
greed (Col. 3:5; Eph. 5:5) and friendship with the world
are idolatry (Jas. 4:4). We must flee from it (1 Cor. 10:14)
and keep ourselves from idols (1 John 5:21). Let’s make
no provision for the flesh, or opportunity for idols in our
lives, so that we can enjoy true fellowship with our Lord
and Master, not just in our quiet times but in every part
of our lives.
Brian’s (Johnston) theme was ‘Buried in God’s Land’.
Genesis begins with a garden in Eden and ends with a
coffin in Egypt; 2000 years plus of history – God’s story.
Brian read to us Genesis 23 and began there to take us on
a journey of the outworking of the purposes and promises
of God for His people in the land of promise. This piece
of land that Abraham bought from Ephron the Hittite
was where he would bury his wife Sarah but was also
to convince future generations that this was the land of
promise, their ‘lode stone’. Jeremiah was to buy the field
and put the deeds in an earthen jar so that in a time to
come houses and vineyards would again be bought in the
land (Jer. 32:9-15). He was anchoring the future claim to
the land. Then there was Joseph’s request to be buried
in the same place (Gen. 49:29-33), Caleb’s request for
Hebron as he held the connection to the faithful buried
where their hope and promise were (Num. 13:22; Josh.
14:13). David insists on buying the threshing floor of
Araunah the Jebusite for this was to be the house of the
LORD God (1 Chr. 21:24-26; 22:1). Putting their money
where their faith was. Are we investing where our faith is?
We are exhorted by Paul to guard the good deposit of NT
truth (1 Tim. 6:20), it’s a treasure and we are to hold this
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pattern of sound words (2 Tim. 1:12-14). God’s people in His house are described
as God’s tilled land, God’s field, God’s building (1 Cor. 3:9). In the landscape of the
NT commandments there lies a deposit of spiritual treasure. May each of us have
Brian’s expressed desire, ‘I want to be buried in God’s land, if the Lord doesn’t
return before that’.
After the interval and a time of singing and prayer, the Conference was closed
by the second Brian (Tugwell) and what a fitting close to what the Lord had to say
to us from His word. Brian’s subject was ‘The Fullness of God’ and he brought to
us such precious devotional ministry from Ephesians and in particular from Paul’s
prayer in Eph. 3:14-21. The fullness of God, the fullness of Christ, the fullness of
the Spirit. “The fullness of him who fills everything in every way”; the Body is
filled with Christ’s fullness (Eph. 1:22-23); “the whole measure of the fulness of
Christ” (Eph. 4:9-13); criteria for the filling of the Spirit: walk wisely, redeem the
time, understand the will of the Lord, speak to one another (or to yourself) with
psalms…, give thanks always, submit to one another (Eph. 5:15-21). Every word
in Paul’s prayer (Eph. 3:14-21) is so essential, that we might be: strengthened,
empowered with ability out of the riches of His glory; rooted and established in
love, Christ’s love; may comprehend (grasp) the width, length, depth and height
of Christ’s love - “that you may be filled to the measure of all the fulness of God”.
This God can do for us, “more than all we ask or imagine”.
We thank God for enabling our brothers and speaking to each of us through them.
At the end of our Conference we had good fellowship as we enjoyed a sumptuous
3 course meal. We thank all who helped in this rich provision and then willingly
rolled up their sleeves to clear up.
A good day and great encouragement as we looked forward to remembering
the Lord the next morning.
Lindsay Woods; John Hutchinson

For Prayer

Ministering Brethren
May and onwards

John Black
After my return from Nigeria I
hope to help out in Glasgow with
the Assembly’s outreach.
Phil Brennan
Visit to Aberkenfig and South
Wales District event.
Ministry in Buxton
Study notes for TFS
Brian Johnston
I have an Antwerp visit midmonth, and a 1 week possible UK
assembly visit. I also have Search
for Truth and Needed Truth
preparation and finalisation.
Craig Jones
I will be Ontario-based, with
ongoing local and District responsibilities: weekly adult Bible study
group in Hamilton; monthly visit
to Mount Forest; local responsibilities in Toronto.
Geralde Magusara
I will be working in Lingig and
Longanapan.
Lawrence Onyokoko
I will be in Liberia from 6 to 31
May.
Karl Smith
May begins with the boys’ camp
week-end at Auchenfoyle. Our
month’s outreach effort with
Glasgow follows with help from
Gilbert Grierson.
Brian Tugwell
N.Ireland Sisters Study Day and
brief visits to Belfast and Armagh.
I also have a likely visit to India
mid month.
David Woods
May is a combination of local
and North West England District
activities and a fortnight visit to
Nottingham to assist the Church
there.
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Vancouver Conference

TFS 2019

Being a
Believer
What we believe, and why

31st Aug. - 6th Sept. 2019
Flaxlands Manor Farm,
Royal Wootton Bassett, Wiltshire, UK
£100
Course leaders: Phil Brennan, Lindsay Woods
& David Woods
A Training for Service study with foundations in
the writings of the Apostle John
Bookings via Lindsay Woods, 02825 643025 or
lindsay.woods667@gmail.com

Liverpool
Conference
May 11 2019
Salvation Army Centre
Cavendish Drive, Walton,
Liverpool. L9 1HW

Brian Fullarton
Stephen Hickling
David King
4 pm until 7.30 pm
Coffee and Tea from 3.30
Meal served during interval
The Church of God Liverpool

On 23 March, the saints in Vancouver and Victoria gathered along with about
a dozen Christian visitors to enjoy a good spring day at Van Dusen gardens. We
unfortunately were unable to have the event at our new hall due to delays, but we
did enjoy our time there again. We engaged in both informal and formal singing
times and relished the good food provided by Katie Hall. Many worked behind
the scenes to make the day a success, and thanks are due to all.
Kevin Jones addressed the topic of “The Weirdness of Waiting on God”. We read
from John 7:1-7. In our waiting, we are to imitate Christ and not engage selfishly
in proactivity. We are not to go outside of God’s design; even the Lord Jesus
admitted “my time is not yet come” and our work is to be the same, infused with
waiting on God. Our waiting walk is fundamental to life. We should be mature
in our waiting, discerning and using trained experience. Kevin reminded us that
the silence of God does not equal His inactivity. We are to have a fearless trust
and a life filled with the Lord, just like David waited in the light of the Lord as did
Job when he said, “I will see God”. Another example was Joseph with his two year
wait in prison. We may dislike waiting, and we have to realize that sometimes
ups and downs in hope take place. There are delays, detours, and deformity too
in the situations. In the end, we must realize that the God who created the sun
can be relied on and our heart is secure just as the handiwork of God is secure.
Kevin Beal then directed our attention to work after we had been considering
waiting. He read several Scriptures in Corinthians, Ephesians, Colossians, and 2
Timothy about standing steadfast, always abounding in the work, but our service
is not to men; that we are to work with all of our heart and not to be ashamed
because we’re working for the Lord. He reminded us that our main work was
in presenting the Gospel and also the steps of service. He took our attention to
Nehemiah in his work and the work of others in repairing the wall. Nehemiah had
originally been in despair but he was granted supplies and support. He realized
who he was serving and that others were watching his good work. The workers
worked together, next to each other. They were willing to travel distances to share
in the work. They taught others how to work or were teachable. Even though
some had been found to fail, they carried on. Ultimately, the work was finished
in just 52 days.
David Woods (who had spent the previous 3 weeks among us in service) in
concluding the conference, took us to the Father’s eternal love gift to the Son.
God’s indescribable gift is Christ, and in addition to that, God has given to His Son
a people for His purpose. Jesus came to secure that people who would already
have been chosen beforehand for a glory to His name. David took us to John 10
to analyze this gift of love. The gift was given to the Shepherd. The Shepherd
knew the sheep and came to
the sheep pen to call them by
name. That was His mission,
and not just to the Jews but
the Gentiles also. The Father
holds the sheep and they can
never escape. This love gift
is designed to show unity. Its
application is to hear and then
believe after listening, and
then to follow as disciples that
teaching of the Scriptures.
The knowledge of the sheep
is like an intimacy between
husband and wife, just as the
Father intimately knows the
Son and vice versa. Then, with
that knowledge, the sheep are
to rejoice and then to rest in
the care of the Shepherd and
live life to the full.
Please continue to pray for
our little Church, especially
some movement forward on
our new hall which is currently
stalled in bureaucracy. Thanks.
John Robinson; Jim Bell
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Memories of Alan F Toms, an untiring leader

Alan was an uncompromising leader
of faith and a model of character. He
asked many questions on the passage
1 Cor. 3:10-17 when first we met in
February 1998 at the Hotel Regency, in
what was then called Madras, this being
after we had embraced the truth of
Churches of God in a ‘Called to Service
Seminar’ in OM Hyderabad in 1997. He
discussed and explained the character
of Titus from 2 Cor. 7:6-16 and 2 Cor.
8:6-24. I was very much impressed by
his teaching on eternal security, while
sister Gill was observing and making
cups of coffee from a jug in the hotel
room as a faithful companion to Alan,
the Lord’s Servant (1 Cor. 9:5).
We learned from his first visit to
Andhra Pradesh, from Leicester in
November 1999, his example of
gentleness, humility and meekness as
a real follower of his Master. One day
he visited many saints at Podagatlapalli
and became very tired. We returned
to find the car had broken down and
there was no other transportation, so
we walked for a mile with Alan keeping
his two hands, one on my shoulder and
the other on my wife Suneetha’s. It was
like the scene from Exodus 17:12.
When I translated his book ‘Where
is God’s House Today?’ I felt immersed
in the truth and it went to the inner
depths of my heart. While reading his
work ‘Eternal Security or Once Saved,
Saved For Ever’, it was really heart touching and gripped my soul. His book for young people, ‘Alive unto God’ showed his
counsel to them with commitment. The contents written by him are like ‘apples of gold in baskets of silver’ (Prov.25:11).
Alan’s friendly smile and gracious manner brought warm audience reception. From his book ‘Look On The Fields’ I personally
learnt how to labour for God’s sake and to bear pain for the Gospel and Church. He taught me how to forgive and how to
ask forgiveness from people as well as God. He spoke about Mr Varadachary and Mrs Balan from Madras in his early days
of Indian ministry from Burma, and created interest in my mind to pioneer to other places in Andhra Pradesh and Goa.
With Alan’s untiring effort, and with the help of brother Guy Jarvie, a Church of God was planted in India in 1960, and
thereafter, with his help and support to Brian and Andy, there are Churches of God planted in Andhra Pradesh.
Glory to God. Hallelujah.
S J Edward, The Yoke Hall,
Ravulapalem , Andhra Pradesh

NORTHERN IRELAND WOMEN’S
STUDY DAY
SATURDAY 11 MAY 2019
AT ROSSPARK HOTEL, KELLS

“A Lily Among Thorns”
GUESTS: Brian and Elsie Tugwell
For further information contact Joy Woods
Tel: 028 2564 3025
Email: joy.woods777@gmail.com
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At Home with
the Lord - A.
Kondamma
(Mary), Gante,
India

At the great age of 105 our sister from
the Church of God in Gante passed
into her Saviour’s presence. She was
a faithful and prayerful woman. Her
son, Elisha, leads the Church locally
and attests to the blessing of her
prayers. Elders from nearby Assemblies
conducted the funeral on 25 March.
N. Baba Saheb; U. David Raju

At Home with the Lord - Jim Watt,
Buckhaven, Scotland

Jim Watt, Buckhaven, Scotland,
(1933 – 2019)
Our dear brother Jim Watt was
called home suddenly to be with
the Lord on 29 January 2019.
The family burial took place on
5 February. Jim will be greatly
missed by all.
Saved and baptised at the age of
14 in Macduff, Scotland, Jim was
15 when his father was suddenly
called home. He was the eldest
son of a family of 7 children, all
of them having trusted in the
Saviour.
In 1964 Jim, with his wife Sarah,
moved to Kilmarnock and after
a time a youth work was started
in nearby Irvine. Jim was very involved from the beginning with others, and at its
launching some 600 children turned up. In 1976 the family moved to Fife, being
numbered with Cowdenbeath Assembly and later Buckhaven. Jim’s professional
work in the town of Kirkcaldy for 42 years was in orthodontics, and his expertise in
this field was in much demand.
Jim enjoyed Bible discussion and always encouraged others to answer his questions.
He was very much anticipating the Lord’s return. Now he is with his Saviour and Lord.
At the burial Jim’s nephew, Rodney Johnston of Kirkintilloch Assembly, spoke of Jim’s
great faith, with his last days faced with courage and confidence. He was a Christian
gentleman of considerable generosity. He was active in all aspects of Assembly life
and esteemed as a peacemaker and faithful companion. He served well as an elder,
who ‘held fast’ (Rev. 2:25) until his final day on earth.
Please remember his wife Sarah and two daughters, Deriel and Michele, to whom
Jim was devoted. They wish to thank all for phone calls, letters, and cards received.
Neville Coomer; Alex Hope

Tribute from East Scotland District

Within a few months East Scotland has to record the loss of another of our District
Overseers with the homecall of our brother Jim Watt of Buckhaven Assembly.
Jim was commended from South West Scotland District in September 1976 and
served faithfully, firstly in Cowdenbeath and then Buckhaven Assembly. He was
in earlier days involved in District events and activities, the Scottish Gospel Van
Committee, and was regular in his attendance at all our oversight meetings.
In all our brother did, he was fully and ably supported by his dear wife Sarah, for
whom we ask prayer; also Deriel and Michele and the wider family.
Robert Fisher; Brian Fullarton

Recorded Ministry Available Online

https://soundcloud.com/theymaybeone
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Weekend for Sisters in
Scotland 1-3 March 2019

WE WOULD LOVE TO SEE YOU AT:

Camp Baldy’s

The weekend took place in the comfort of
Fenwick Hotel on the outskirts of Kilmarnock. It
was a tremendous encouragement to have recently
baptised young women join us for the first time,
50TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION!
contributing to the highest attendance for quite a few
years. We were joined by some sisters from the North
West and South East Districts, and the guest speaker
was Stephen McCabe from Belfast accompanied by
his wife Pippa.
Stephen inspired and encouraged us with his talks
on “The All-Sufficient Shepherd”, a study based on
Psalm 23. Starting at the Fall, when Satan sowed
a seed of doubt about God’s all-sufficient care for
Adam and Eve, Stephen traced the shepherd theme
as it developed in the Old Testament through Jacob,
Date: June 8th
Moses, David and Ezekiel, before reaching the allsufficient Shepherd Himself’s description of His
Time: Starts at 11:00am – 4:00pm
work in John 10. Living close to the Lord leads to
Location: Camp Baldy Colorado
an absence of fear of lacking, to nourishment from
feeding on the Word, to renewal of our minds and
Can you believe Camp has been around for 50 years?! Special thanks to the Shrout
family for hosting us for so many years. Also, many thanks to our amazingly dedito rest (found in service). To stay on the paths of
cated volunteer staff from around the world that we’ve been blessed with. God is
righteousness we must remain close to the Shepherd
good!
who will give us guidance and safety from predators
by using His rod and staff. All good things come from
Lunch will be provided along with lots of fun for all! Please feel free to bring your
Him and our cups overflow with them. David knew
family. There will be special guest appearances from Camp Baldy’s campers and
staff over the past 50 years. So, you may see your favorite counselor/leader!
that goodness and mercy would follow him all the
We look forward to seeing you all!
days of his life and that he would dwell in the house
of God forever – a blessing, and a commitment.
Please RSVP with who will attend to Deidra Brooks by: May 8th
Stephen’s notes for the weekend included a list of
Dayxtension@gmail.com or leave a text/voicemail at 720-515-5131
practices, or spiritual disciplines, to help us to live
intentionally with God each day. These included
study, memorisation, prayer, solitude, silence, fasting,
giving and celebration. He encouraged us to share
our experience of the impact of these practices on our lives with others at the weekend. Stephen’s hope was that we
would have renewed minds and be ready to go out and increase our daily experience of Him – and that we would begin
the process by memorising Psalm 23!
The weekend included discussion times on Saturday morning and an uplifting hour of praise to God at the Remembrance
in Kilmarnock. We appreciated the preparation that Stephen had undertaken and the way he shared it with us. Stephen
and Pippa made a big contribution to the weekend and we would like to record our thanks to them for all that they did.
Eleanor Reilly; Margaret Merchant

WANTED
Baptisms; Conference Reports; Births; Marriages; Obituaries; Camps; Adult Outreach; Youth Work
Intelligence is nothing without you. It can only exist if you use it to
share news across the Fellowship. You may think that what you do in your
Assembly is nothing out of the ordinary, but it could be a real inspiration
to someone else. Or perhaps you’re an Assembly that just struggles along
and you think your story is unimportant, but a report of your faithfulness
could be a great help to others in similar circumstances. After all, the Lord
Himself shared with us the story of Philadelphia, a Church that none of
us would consider to be thriving. “I know that you have little strength,
yet you have kept my word and have not denied my name” (Rev 2:8).
We all love to hear of the blessings of God, however big, however small.
So please, look at your Assembly, or District, and let us know what’s
happening. Don’t let anything go unreported. If you haven’t yet done it,
why not ask someone to be your Intelligence Correspondent?
If you’re a social media user who posts news to Facebook, don’t forget
to send it to Intelligence too so that we can all read it.
Guy and Steve

Notice Board
May

CORD Retreat, Ontario

The fourth annual CORD Retreat (CORD = Couples Operating Relationships
Diligently) was a blessed weekend for all couples that attended. Our subject
for this session was, ‘Encourage one another and build each other up.’ Led in
teaching by Craig Jones, couples considered the act of encouraging in three
aspects. First, Just Between Us - encouraging each other as spouses. Craig taught
us from Scripture that the meaning of encouragement is to call someone near
to be alongside you. We considered being physically, emotionally and spiritually
close to our spouses.
Next, From Us to You - encouraging other couples. We discussed the value of
spending time with other couples and sharing our experiences, knowledge and
resources with them. We are on this journey of marriage together.
Finally, From God to Us - how God
encourages us as couples. Craig took us
back to Genesis where God recognised
Adam and Eve’s need for companionship
and ordained a union, a coming together.
What greater encouragement to know
that God is intimately involved in our
marriages right from the start. He has
given us the best environment to live
our lives in companionship and to raise
families in. There is no greater cheerleader
or encourager of the success of our
marriages than God Himself.
We are thankful to have had another
opportunity to meet together as couples
to receive God’s encouragement and to
encourage one another. We also enjoyed
times of fellowship and fun with praise,
games and even sedate ballroom dance
lessons! We look forward to celebrating
5 years of CORD in 2020.
Chris and Alissa Seddon

Editors:
Steve Peers & Guy Elliott
40 The Spinney,
Brackla, Bridgend, CF31 2JE
Email:
editors.intelligence@gmail.com

03-05 North America: Sisters
Weekend (Guelph)
03-05 Scottish Camp, boys
spring weekend
04
North West District
Oversight
11
Midlands District event
(Normanton-on-Soar)
11
Northern Ireland: 		
Women’s Study Day
(Rosspark Hotel)
11
North West: Liverpool 		
Conference
11
South Wales DySGu
13
South Wales District 		
Oversight
18
Northern Ireland: Camp
recruitment (Belfast)
18
North West: SOH
18
South East: TTT3
31-02 North America: Spring 		
Alive
KEY:
DySGu - District Study Group, S. Wales
SOH - Sisters’ Open House
TTT - Ten to Thirteen
YC - Young Christians
YPM - Young Peoples’ Meeting

Text for the Month

And he said to all, “If anyone would
come after me, let him deny himself
and take up his cross daily and follow
me. For whoever would save his life
will lose it, but whoever loses his life
for my sake will save it.
Luke 9:23-24 ESV
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