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Chegutu, Zimbabwe visit during April 2019
The Presidential mantra ‘Zimbabwe is open for business’ elicits only mirth and derisory laughter from its oppressed
citizenry. And why not, when a tube of Sensodyne toothpaste is retailing at $42, and fuel is $7 per litre on the black market?
The alternative is to sleep for a couple of days and nights in your car as part of the line-ups snaking for a mile or two along
the hard shoulders to get fuel officially at $4 per litre. Inflation here is cruel, and some brothers and sisters in the Church
forage for grasshoppers to eat. As you visit around the homes, the women are busy gutting them in basins.
Eastern Zimbabwe was then blasted by yet another disaster: this time, one that wasn’t man-made: Cyclone Idai. We, thanks
to FRC, assisted one family to be brought home to Chegutu from there, from Chipinge. There, huge boulders propelled by
the elements had acted like huge wrecking balls, laying waste to housing. In the family we assisted were two very young
children who’d seen their friends die. In spite of these things, perhaps because of them, God’s work goes on, often in
quietly remarkable ways. Take the Lord’s Day when three of us were walking home after breaking bread. A woman called
out as we passed near her house, requesting that we should come to speak with her, evidently concluding the ‘Murungu’ or
continued on page 2 ...

Are you listening?

Almost all parents have used this
question when their child has appeared
oblivious to what has been said.
Usually, the problem is not physical;
their hearing works fine. Instead, it
just means the parent has lost in the
competition for attention because the
child’s interest is directed elsewhere.
So far, no surprises. We can imagine
the conversation being continued as
the child eventually replies: “Sorry. Did
you say something about cleaning my
room?” Chores are not as attractive
as game apps on a mobile phone, so
the competition ranks interest against
importance, and importance loses. We
may try another tactic, and attempt to
compete on the same territory. “So, I
was wondering if you could use some
extra cash?” That might get a response;
it holds more of a prospect of achieving
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something important.
Armed with these realities, we might
think about how the Lord Jesus retained
the interest of His audiences. He didn’t
offer cash! He challenged them to
rebalance their interests and reassess
what was important. One notable
hearer correctly perceived He was
speaking about eternal things, not just
temporary gains or games (Jn. 6:68).
Others were shocked when challenged
about what they needed to do (Lk.10:25;
Lk.18:18). Parables graphically illustrated
His teaching. It is clear Jesus was not
merely repeating what they had heard
before; indeed “No one ever spoke like
this man!” (Jn. 7:46). Yet He was really
communicating and fulfilling familiar
Scripture (Mat.22:31; Lk.4:21).
Paul likewise held the attention of his
audiences. He went where the people
were, used familiar statements (Acts
17:25,28), and addressed first their

minds by his reasoning and then their
hearts by his persuading (the order in
Acts 19:8 is important).
When we venture out in this big
world, we must do likewise. Go where
the people are; use the information
they already accept; reveal relevant
Scripture; as the Spirit opens the way,
reach the mind with facts and the heart
with persuasion. This may differentiate
our message from what may have
been heard before. Mere repetition
won’t compete well with indifference.
Therefore, our local Church website
(http://bit.ly/2URKVpq) references
“twenty significant distinguishing
features...of ALL Churches of God”, in
an attempt to successfully compete for
the interest of its audiences. You can
do that too!
Geoff Hydon

Philippine Summer Family Fellowship
Insein Camp 2019
Baptisms
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white man was on missionary business.
When we later made the promised visit,
we were shown to the shade of a tree
in her garden. Chairs had been placed,
and she brought out bottles of water as
we shared God’s word. Although from
a Catholic background, when we led up
gradually to the challenge of the Gospel,
it was no surprise when she was ready to
respond. A prayer was outlined, and she
opted to make it herself that evening.
Next week, she came to observe the
Breaking of Bread, and when I enquired,
she said she’d prayed it with all her
heart. She is now in the Church.
On one occasion some youths mocked
us seeing us with our Bibles, but by and
large the reactions we encountered
were from people who didn’t want to be overlooked when there was any chance to avail themselves of Bible teaching. The
people have grown lean on a diet of Prosperity Gospellers. The people only get poorer as these red-suited pastors demand
that they themselves be enriched, employing aggressive-sounding tongues-speaking while never mentioning the cross. It’s
a challenge at times to keep out of earshot.
A couple of our brothers had been preparing contacts ahead of my visit, and I was able to reap where they had sown.
It’s a sprawling township, and the distances to be covered on foot paying house calls are quite considerable but rewarding.
Occasionally, we might call at someone’s place of work - a one-room tailoring shop, for example, and when you open the
Bible all work stops and customers and other workers gather in the doorway. It’s hard not to capitalise on such opportunities,
and an hour or more passes. That’s the up-side of ‘Zimbabwean time,’ the hyper-relaxed attitude to time-keeping.
As a souvenir, one of the brothers gave
me a 50 billion Zimbabwean dollar note
(you read that correctly). It’s not worth
the paper it’s printed on. This dates
back to the most major of many crises
to hit the bungled economy around
2008-2009, when the currency was
radically devalued and working people
with savings in the bank effectively lost
everything overnight. The brother had
a good position in the textile industry,
holding his job for 19 years, carefully
saving a relatively substantial amount
over all that time. However, when he
went to withdraw his accumulated life
savings, the bank told him they were
now worth $5, enough for a bottle of
cooking oil. He recalls cooking a meal
and telling himself ‘this is what you’ve spent all your life working for’ – that single meal. All his pensions had evaporated.
He’s been offered work at a distance, but serving in a Church of God means so much to him he turned it down and bought
120 chickens so that he could stay local.
God’s hand is with us here, and He added daily to their number. On arrival, it was pleasing to observe their good Church
order - a testament to the vital visits made in the second half of last year by Patson Katimba. By the time of leaving them 17
days later after numerous daily home visits, four persons had professed saving faith in Christ; there had been ten baptisms
and fifteen people added to Church fellowship which was the result of conducting twenty interviews. The Church now
numbers thirty-one, and the four men mentioned earlier have been recognised as deacons. It’s an answer to prayer that
this Church has thus far been safely brought through its varied trials (encountered soon after planting in all the post-election
turbulence in August 2018).

Chiringa, Malawi visit during April 2019
Smooth flights (via Zambia) brought me to Lilongwe, to be greeted warmly by Patson Katimba and Luka Beka. They brought
me to Sunset Lodge, a dwelling on which the sun had set a considerable time ago. This was the start of eight memorable
days together, working in Mwanakhu (pronounced virtually the same as Monaco); not the home to the millionaires and
their yachts, but a small village accessible by motorbike or truck or other vehicle with high ground clearance. It was to
this nondescript place the Lord first directed our steps 14 years ago. In 2005, a man by the name of Stanford Wayawaya
responded to Search For Truth radio broadcasts. He’s in pitiful health now, but still remembered my name when I visited
his home, saying ‘Give my greetings to your wife!’ During the week we met with the group for teaching sessions in the
continued on page 3 ...

3

For Prayer

Ministering Brethren
June and onwards

... continued from page 2

two locations of town and village. Africa’s second largest mountain, the Mulange
Massif, gives an imposing backdrop here. The Q & A sessions were lively, as sisters
explored the role of women and its scriptural justification. Fellowship teaching on
divorce and remarriage was also put under the spotlight. The main purpose of the
teaching being delivered, however, was to give confidence that this group was well
grounded in the basic truths of assured salvation, security in Christ, baptism, the
person and work of the Holy Spirit, and with a distinctive, positional understanding
of the House of God. For further reassurance we repeated some 40 interviews as
a cross-check since this group had been waiting for 3 years.
Fifty-four of them had been added into fellowship at Milepa, some distance
away. The overseers at Milepa have testified that these were faithful, with the
brothers able to take part well and seven of them showing potential for future
responsibility. Preparatory work had been done to make their building equipped
for the functioning of a Church of God (benches, hymnbooks, table, lectern etc).

Phil Brennan
Ministry in Buxton, Nottingham
and Stoke.
A short visit to Armagh for
Conference ministry during which
I will visit contacts in Ballinasloe,
Republic of Ireland.
Ministry at South East District
event.
Preparation for two Training for
Service courses and two camps in
the Summer.
Mark Imoukhuede
I shall be spending most of my
time in Abuja during the months of
June, July and August as the Abuja
work enters a new phase. We pray
that God will bless the work and
an Assembly is planted shortly.
Maranatha!
Brian Johnston
The majority of the month will be
taken up with a Philippines visit.

Malawian oversight and wider African fellowship was obtained and we proceeded
to plant the Church of God at Chiringa (Mwanakhu village) on Lord’s Day, 21 April
with 96 names entered on the register. Many observers swelled the numbers,
including local chiefs, such that we only held the inaugural Breaking of Bread
indoors, and the Gospel, teaching ministry and prayer meetings were all held
outdoors. We were also able to appoint two additional deacons. It was a glorious
day in every way! David McCarty was present, being in Malawi once again as he
pursues teaching duties for the College of Medicine, and oversaw arrangements
being put in place for the medical care we would now like brother Stanford to
receive.
Brian Johnston

Craig Jones
I’ll be assisting in a practical
capacity at the young people’s
‘Spring Alive’ weekend at MFC. The
rest of the month will be occupied
with preparations for upcoming
camps in Ontario and Jamaica,
as well as the Training for Service
course being held at MFC in July.
Geralde Magusara
I will be working in Tagum, Kaligutan
and Davao, God-willing.
Andy McIlree
I’ll be in Colorado from mid-May
until late June.
Brian Tugwell
I expect to be in India for June and
July.
Robert Wood
June: Birmingham summer
outreach programme.
David Woods
I plan to be in Birmingham for the
first half of the month, and then
back in Manchester and North
West England for the remainder
of the month to pick up regular
activities there. It will also be time
for summer camp preparations.
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Philippine District Summer Family
Fellowship

TFS 2019

Being a
Believer
What we believe, and why

31st Aug. - 6th Sept. 2019
Flaxlands Manor Farm,
Royal Wootton Bassett, Wiltshire, UK
£100
Course leaders: Phil Brennan, Lindsay Woods
& David Woods

We are thankful to God that every year we are increasing in number. From
an initial number of 20 when we started this event 8 years ago, there are now
240 saints from the Philippine District, including some visitors and children, who
attended our annual Summer Family Fellowship (SFF) last April 17-20, 2019 at
the parish centre we rented in Banaybanay. There were a lot of new faces, but
we were all united in one goal - to prioritise God’s will. We studied the seven
Churches in Asia Minor (Rev. 2,3) – a study that’s so relevant to Churches today;
highlighting Jesus’ description, encouragement, criticism, promise and exhortation
in our daily discussion. From this, we were confronted by the fact that Jesus
really encourages every Church to work on our faith and maintain our love for His
House. This has been a refreshing course to everyone and we all learned a great
deal. Great encouragement to each other from God’s word gave a big impact to
this fellowship. We look forward to the next SFF which will be held in Kaligutan in
2020, God willing.
Geralde & Linnie

Baptism in Montevista

A Training for Service study with foundations in
the writings of the Apostle John
Bookings via Lindsay Woods, 02825 643025 or
lindsay.woods667@gmail.com

After two months doing outreach in Montevista to strengthen the Church
there, we praise the Lord for finally answering our prayers. On the evening of
26 March, thirteen persons passed the interview conducted by Brian Johnston
through Skype. The next morning we baptised them and they were added to the
Church on 7 April. Please pray for these new disciples. They are:
Mr & Mrs Agusto, Mr & Mrs Lito Sr, Mr & Mrs Terio, Julaysa Unongan,
Charlie Unongan, Teresita Telic, Susan Telic, Angeline Telic, Minda Telic,
Jolina Telic, Angelica Sinao, Aida Sinao & Mary Joy Sinao.
								
Geralde Magusara; Jimmy Dagansin
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Central and West Africa Easter Conference

need quitters.
Emmanuel Bassey read Rev.22.12, Mat.24,
Mat.25, 1 Cor.3 and addressed the following
subject: REWARDS FOR THE END TIME
INVESTMENT. Emmanuel emphasised that
while we do not serve the Lord for rewards, yet
the good Lord has made provision of a great
collection of rewards for individual believers
who do well. The Holy Spirit has given us ability
to progress in the Lord’s service; on that day
our faithfulness and wisdom will be appraised,
commended and rewarded by the righteous and
just Judge. We will do well if we ignite the fire
through our prayer in the Holy Spirit as we look
forward to that day of rewards.
We appreciate the effort and presence of our
brethren from Kenya and Ghana. We salute John
Black for his presence. His life-work has been
focused on supporting the work in West Africa.
May we all ignite the fire inside us.
Samson Olunaike; Godwin Okwena

The West and East Districts of Africa held a joint Easter
Conference at the Wellington Hotel in Effurun, Warri,
Nigeria on Good Friday 19 April 2019. 422 participants came
from far and wide, from Kenya, Ghana, Nigeria and John Black
from Greenock in Scotland. It was a time of encouragement
and challenge, a time of joy and true fellowship, a time of
prayer and listening to the rich ministry of God’s Word.
John Black had so much he wanted to pass on to the
Lord’s people in Africa. His subject was the STRATEGIES
FOR END TIME LIVING. He drew lessons from portions of
Rev.1-3, Phil.2:14-16, Eph. 2:10, 1Cor. 15:58. He spoke on
Decisions, Self Assessment, Service, Task, Rewards, Ambition
and Paul’s counsel. Our Lord bought us with a great price,
He observed us and assessed our progressive work, which
will be rewarded. At the end John appealed especially to
the younger generation to stand firm and dedicate their
lives to finishing their God-given task, for God does not

Sigh of relief as Lumbadzi Church gets a new hall

March 10 2019 will surely go down as one of the happiest
chapters of Lumbadzi saints. From within and beyond,
jubilation was the only cloud in the atmosphere. Yes, this was
the day that Lumbadzi’s new hall was commissioned.
A team of overseers of the Lord’s flock, from across
Malawi and abroad, gathered in good number to witness the
commissioning of the new hall. Brothers Bob Hawthorne and
Len Burgoyne led the delegation. Brother Bob shared the word
of God from Rom. 3:23, John 19:27 and 2 Tim. 1:9. The sharing
of the word centred on the theme, ‘All this I did for you’. (Zonsezi
ndakuchitira iwe).
The excitement
on this beautiful
Lord’s Day was
more than words
could explain.
One could read from the faces of the saints that this new hall has been long
in coming. “My heart is breeding tears of joy, now we have a good place of
meeting. This is one of those great days of my service here at Lumbadzi Church”,
said Patson Katimba who is an overseer at Lumbadzi. “It was hard for saints to
converge for a Lord’s Day service and other meetings, especially during the rainy
season, but now this hall is a sigh of relief to us”, Patson added.
The Lumbadzi Hall is very big in size, and will definitely assist in the growth of
Lumbadzi Church, and surely the Lord’s name will be highly glorified.
Immanuel Kapite
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By God’s grace we had our
yearly camp. Insein Camp 2019
ran from 15 - 17 April. The
requested subject this year
was “The events of prophecy”.
Brother Kevin Beal led the camp
as he has done in previous
years. We are thankful to him
and other local brothers who
taught at camp.
Brother Kevin from Brantford,
Canada covered Daniel’s 70
Weeks, The Marriage of the
Lamb, The Judgement Seat of
Christ and The Eternal Kingdom.
Brother James from Munlai
spoke on Daniel’s 69 Weeks Times of the Gentiles, The Great
Tribulation and The Millennium.
Brother Khupboih from Munlai
ministered on The Day of Grace,
The Coming of the Son of Man
and The Great White Throne Judgement. Brother Khualtawng from Insein spoke on The Coming of the Lord to the Air, The
Battle of Armageddon and The New Heaven and New Earth.
This year from Munlai we had 9 people who travelled down to Camp. We also had 1 from Khumnuai and 3 from Nayphidaw.
We give thanks to God for those who joined us at the Camp. Between 30 and 40 people were present during each day of
Camp. Most of us stayed overnight at the hall.
The new hall renovations made our stay much more comfortable.
Lessons started each day at 9am after breakfast. We would continue until 3pm and then take a break until evening. The
evening period consisted of ministry, singing, special numbers and an activity.
We would like to request your prayer for the thoughts of Insein Camp to remain on our minds. We need to grow in the
knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.
By God’s grace after the Camp ended, along with our dear brother Kevin, we went up to Kalaymyo by bus on 18 April
and arrived the next morning. On 20 - 22 April five of us went by motorcycle to visit the Assembly in Suanghpei (brothers
Kevin, Khupboih, Muanpi, Paa Pum and sister Deihpi). We spent 3 days and 3 nights with them. We had the privilege to
visit the homes of all the saints and had meetings every night.
During the 25 -28 April we visited Pyidawtha Assembly. Every morning there we shared the good news to the children. At
noon we encouraged the saints through the word. Every afternoon we did outreach by visiting houses in the community.
Each evening people were invited to meet at the hall. We had about 8 visitors each night. We are so blessed to hear God’s
word from our dear brother Kevin, who taught throughout these days.
Thanks be to our God. May God bless and use us continually in our service.
“O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are his judgments, and his
ways past finding out! For who hath known the mind of the Lord? or who hath been his counsellor? Or who hath first given
to him, and it shall be recompensed unto him again? For of him, and through him, and to him, are all things: to whom be
glory for ever. Amen.” (Romans 11:33-36).
Hau Sian Khual (Khualtawng); Lian Lian; Khupboih

Insein Camp, Myanmar 2019
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Baptisms at Ramavaram

The Assembly marched to the baptismal place to the beat of a drum, announcing to the village the Lord’s goodness
in blessing 3 lives with salvation and joy. All 3 are from a Hindu background. Seemon and Esther are husband and wife.
Their family are fisherfolk. Tabitha is the young disciple.
U. David Raju
11am Arrival & Refreshments
The World Around Us
(exploring the beauties of
the Wiltshire countryside)

12.30pm Picnic

(refreshments provided, please bring your own food)

WE WOULD LOVE TO SEE YOU AT:

Camp Baldy’s

50

TH

ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION!

1.30pm Beautiful Creator

(talk by Tony Jones followed by discussion)

2.30pm Break/Refreshments
3.00pm Beautiful Saviour/Redeemer

(talk by Phil Brennan followed by discussion)

4.00pm Prayer and Praise
(The Band)

4.30pm

(ﬁnishing with a beautiful thought by Phil Brennan)

5.00pm BBQ
7.00pm Praise
(after hours praise with the band)
SWINDON
22 JUNE ‘19

BEAUTIFUL CREATOR,
BEAUTIFUL SAVIOUR.

Separate children’s programme in the afternoon
A great day out for EVERYONE
Want to stop over for the night? Bring your own tent
and camp on Flaxlands ﬁeld (contact james@willis.cc)

BeautyofChrist_A6.indd 1

02/05/2019 14:00

Date: June 8th
Time: Starts at 11:00am – 4:00pm
Location: Camp Baldy Colorado
Can you believe Camp has been around for 50 years?! Special thanks to the Shrout
family for hosting us for so many years. Also, many thanks to our amazingly dedicated volunteer staff from around the world that we’ve been blessed with. God is
good!

Lunch will be provided along with lots of fun for all! Please feel free to bring your
family. There will be special guest appearances from Camp Baldy’s campers and
staff over the past 50 years. So, you may see your favorite counselor/leader!

We look forward to seeing you all!

Please RSVP with who will attend to Deidra Brooks by: May 8th
Dayxtension@gmail.com or leave a text/voicemail at 720-515-5131
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Baptisms in Rajahmundry India
We are glad to report two baptisms of brother Namburi David Raju and sister N. Ashika on 1 May 2019, who were
added to the Church the following Lord’s Day. We praise God for their wish to follow the Lord. Brother Dr. G. Samuel
Moses spoke on baptism, salvation and resurrection from Romans 6. We rejoice with these baptisms and the addition to
the Assembly here in Rajahmundry, India.
Dr. G. Samuel Moses; Brother K. Issac Raj

Baptisms at Podagatlapalli

We are being blessed in our youth work with another 5 waiting to be baptised. We conducted teaching meetings
on May 13 and 14. Please remember us in your prayers.
B.V. Prasada Rao; B.Samuel Raju

BeautyofChrist_FINAL_OL.indd 1

30/04/2019 14:54
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S.E. SISTERS’ STUDY DAY
19 OCTOBER 2019 D.V.

CHOSEN IN HIM
PERSONAL CHOICES
THE CHOSEN ONE
Chennai

We conducted 3 days meetings for believers on
the subject of “The Priesthood”. As ever brother
Deivasagayam ably led us through the ministry. Among
those who attended was brother Jerald. Originally
from Trichy, where he was born again and baptised, he
now lives and works near our hall. We had hoped for
reinforcements before our Big Seminar in the south and
rejoice at the Lord’s response to our prayers.
D. Devanason; M.T.Chandrasekaran

10.00am
Cedar Hall,
Station Grove,
Wembley
HA0 4AR

African Elders

The elders of East and West Africa met on Good Friday 19 April to deliberate on issues concerning the running of the
Churches of God. It was good to have such a number together.
Samson Olunaike; Godwin Okwena
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Middlesbrough 70 + 2
year Celebration for being
in their current meeting
place - Barker Hall

Visit to Okorikpehre Assembly

Those with current
and former links to
Middlesbrough are warmly
invited
Guest Speaker:
Bob Hawthorne
Saturday 22nd June 2019

The Joint Districts African Conference which was held in Warri, Delta State of
Nigeria provided me the opportunity to visit the young Assembly in the East/
Delta District on the 21 April, 2019. It was also a pleasure to have a visit from
our two Kenyan delegates to the Conference, Alford Kinyua and Enoch Mathoke.
The Remembrance service, followed by ministry of the word, was inspiring as
we focused on the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. As this was not only
a historical, and scriptural fact (Luke
24:25-27), the question was asked
“What does the resurrection mean to
us?”. Four points were considered:
I.
Our justification before God
II.
The victory of the Cross
III.
Our union with Christ
IV.
The hope of the believer
Although it was a short, day visit, I am
looking forward to a longer visit in the
not too distant future. We continue to
pray for the young Assembly.
Mark Imoukhuede
a. Irene and Mark with Kenyan Delegates
b. Okorikpehre Assembly

Wedding in Rajahmundry

This lovely couple were married in the Lord at Rajahmundry Church hall on
9 May 2019.
Brian Tugwell
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At Home with the Lord - Ruth Henry,
Cullybackey, N Ireland

Our dear sister Ruth Henry was called
home on Lord’s Day 24 April 2019 (aged
83) after being diagnosed with cancer
5 months earlier. She was 14 years old
when she put her trust in the Lord Jesus
through the preaching of the Gospel by
the late Joe Bennison, a frequent visitor
to N Ireland during his active service in
the Lord’s work. She was added to the
Church in Cullybackey on 18 November
1953, and was a faithful and committed sister in our Assembly over those
65 years. She often gave thanks to God
for giving her good health throughout
her life and accepted the news of her
terminal illness with great peace and
tranquillity, looking forward to being ‘with the Lord which is better by far’.
Saints in the Assembly were able to visit her frequently during her illness and
she enjoyed the fellowship of reading, praying and singing with her. These were
precious times spent with her, but also brief, as she deteriorated quite rapidly.
John Hutchinson at her funeral paid tribute to her long years of faithfulness and
generosity to the Church, remembering some of the precious promises in Scripture
which were so dear to her during her illness. John McCarty (Belfast) spoke at the
graveside from the great resurrection chapter of 1 Cor. 15, referring to the great
contrast of Ruth’s frail body being placed in the grave with the glorious body that
will be raised in a day to come. A clear Gospel challenge was presented to many
who stood around the open grave.
Ruth’s husband died 22 years ago and they had no children, but she did have a
close relationship with nieces and nephews and lifelong friends. We are thankful to all who looked after her so willingly in her home until she passed into the
Lord’s presence.
John Hutchinson; Lindsay Woods

Wedding
Celebrations

Giles Hickling and Amanda
J a m e s ( b o t h n u m b e re d
with the Church of God in
Manchester) were married
on 25 April.
David Webster (Liverpool)
conducted the marriage
ceremony and encouraged
our young brother and sister
from God’s word as they set
out in partnership for God’s
glory.
Join us in thanking God for
their union and by praying for
their future service together.
Manchester Overseers

At Home with
the Lord - Jean
Piper, Kilmarnock,
Scotland

Our dear sister Jean Piper was called
home to be with the Lord on Thursday
14 March 2019 at 88 years of age. She
was a faithful sister in the Assembly
for 27 years and had a good testimony
among her neighbours and in her
business life.
When she left school she joined a
company of lace makers and worked
there until she retired, having held a
senior position for a long number of
years. She was well loved by all and will
be remembered for her hospitality and
generosity of spirit.
In her latter years her eyesight began
to fail and she was unable to drive, but
she still managed to get to the Assembly
meetings. When her health began to fail
recently she spent the last three months
of her life in a nursing home, where she
was very well cared for.
Her burial and memorial service were
well attended by friends, neighbours
and family, and fitting tributes were
paid to her by family members and local
brethren.
Jim Cranson; Andy McIlree;
Len Burgoyne

Notice Board
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Conference in Kilmarnock –
27 April 2019

Our theme was ‘The Magnificence of God’, and both speakers, Colin Brooks of
Wishaw and Brian Tugwell of Liverpool, helped us to think of this: first of all, as
seen in Christ; secondly, as seen in the Christian and in the Churches.
Colin read Isaiah 6:1-3, 5-8 and began by speaking of the glimpse we have of
the Lord in the throne room of eternity where the curtain is drawn aside to let us
see Him with the train of His robe filling the temple, and of how we can aspire to
touch the hem of His garment. To make this possible, He came down as Immanuel
(ch. 7), the Branch (ch. 11), your God (ch. 40), God’s Servant (ch. 42), and as the
arm of the LORD (ch. 53). The Ethiopian’s response was, “I ask you, of whom does
the prophet say this?” and we say, like David, “Such knowledge is too wonderful
for me.” Charles Spurgeon said, “No subject of contemplation will tend more to
humble the mind than thoughts of God,” and it’s also true that we will know God
only to the extent that He reveals Himself to us. We should be affected by His
holiness, but if holiness is the essence of God, just as light is incompatible with
darkness, so His holiness is incompatible with sin. Gods’ overall objective is that we
might share in His magnificence by drawing on His attributes and, in the joy of our
salvation, look forward to being “conformed to the image of His Son” (Rom. 8:29).
Brian followed by reading 1 Chronicles 22:5, Psalm 34:3, Lamentations 4:1,2,7,12
and Revelation 3:18,19 before introducing us to the thought that God still wants the
down-dwelling of God in the Spirit (Eph 2:22) to be seen as a place of magnificent
fame and glory among the nations. To be this, we will see nothing of ourselves,
only His magnificence. In the Old Testament, the temple was overlaid with gold;
and the New Testament speaks of golden lampstands. Zechariah speaks of a golden
lampstand and of golden oil, and we see this again in Acts 2 with the outpouring
of the Holy Spirit and the Church in Jerusalem as a golden lampstand. In the Song
of Songs, the bride speaks of her beloved’s head being of finest gold, having hands
and feet of gold, which depict the glory of His will, His work and His walk. Jeremiah
lamented over unity that was dispersed, glory that was devalued, distinction that
was lost and replaced by defilement, death and destruction. We need a sense of
Jeremiah’s weeping. Can history repeat itself? It did in Laodicea. The Church was
asked to pay the price of accepting, adorning and awakening, and we can cause
Christ to be magnified in our bodies, if we allow them to be theatres for His glory.
After the interval, Brian shared details of his and Elsie’s recent visits to India and
of how the magnificence of God is seen in the lives of our brothers and sisters
and in the Assemblies. We thank God for a good day together and for speaking
so richly through Colin and Brian.
Andy McIlree; Len Burgoyne

Editors:
Steve Peers & Guy Elliott
40 The Spinney,
Brackla, Bridgend, CF31 2JE
Email:
editors.intelligence@gmail.com

02

Midlands: Birmingham
Church in the Park
05
India: Ravulapalem,
Youth Retreat
08
North America: MFC
CULTIV8
08
North America: 50th
anniversary celebration
of Camp Baldy
08
North West: YPM
09
Midlands: Birmingham
Church in the Park
11
South Wales DySGu
15
Northern Ireland District
Armagh Summer
Conference
15
South Wales DySGu
social event (TBA)
15
West Scotland: youth
event (Refresh)
16
Midlands: Birmingham
Church in the Park
22
North West: SOH
22
South Wales District 		
Oversight
22
South East District Event,
Flaxlands
23
Midlands: Birmingham
Church in the Park
26
Northern Ireland: Camp
prayer meeting (Belfast)
29
South East: YC ‘Mystery
Venue’
30
Midlands: Birmingham
Church in the Park
30-06 North America: MFC boys
and girls camp, week 1
30-06 Scottish Camp, Boys
Week
KEY:
DySGu - District Study Group, S. Wales
SOH - Sisters’ Open House
MFC - Mount Forest Camp
TTT - Ten to Thirteen
YC - Young Christians
YPM - Young Peoples’ Meeting

Text for the Month
You hem me in, behind and before,
and lay your hand upon me. Such
knowledge is too wonderful for me;
it is high; I cannot attain it.
Psalm 139:5-6 ESV
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