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to remind us that our 
love response to God’s love

transforms our lives
and the lives of others

to provide practical helps to
inspire, grow & maintain

meaningful relationships with the 
invisible God

register from 9am
event starts 10am
evening meal 6pm

fellowship, praise, 
keynote ministry, 

interactive & practical
workshops for all ages, 
creche room, primary 
school class, teens & 

twenties groups, mixed 
and female-only groups

keynote talks from:
Kevin Hickling &
Stephen McCabe

don’t miss out, join us:
Saturday 21st Sept
Lymm High School

refreshments, lunch & 
evening meal provided…

plus plenty of time to 
catch up, to sing, to pray, 

to learn, to share and 
encourage each other
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The Rhondda Valley was originally 
a “quiet, wooded valley dotted with 
isolated farm houses”. Then came the 
discovery of coal, which transformed 
the valley landscape into one of total 
devastation. The trees were cut down, 
the once clear river now ran polluted 
with coal waste, and the valley sides 
were completely covered by rows of 
terraced housing for the thousands of 
miners who had rushed to the area 
for work. This scene was typical of so 
many mining areas: dirty, polluted, 
stained and scarred, as fortunes 
were made and death, poverty and 
exploitation stalked the working 
population. Eventually the coal became 
too costly to mine and the pits closed, 
putting thousands out of work and 
bringing hardship and heartache to so 
many. Today the valley has become a 
“dormitory” for the surrounding cities, 
but the greatest transformation is the 

Beauty, Ruin and Regeneration
natural regeneration of plant, animal 
and bird life with many more species 
recolonising the Valley than were 
present before the mining began.

As I think about this cycle of beauty/
ruin/regeneration, it reminds me of the 
life experience of every one of us. It was 
even true of the Lord Jesus, who began 
His life as the baby in Bethlehem, grew 
to be a carpenter, then a “wandering” 
teacher before His death on the cross, 
as He was “marred more than any 
man” for the redemption of us all. Now, 
of course, He is glorified and exalted in 
heaven, but we still travel life’s pathway 
knowing full well that lives that begin 
with the innocence of childhood 
quickly become tainted by the world’s 
values, bringing so much ruin. For 
Christians, such a battle ground of daily 
struggle is transformed as we allow the 
Holy Spirit to have full control of our 
lives, knowing that one day we will be 

transformed by our Saviour’s glorious 
presence.

Romans 12:2 says: “Do not be 
conformed to this world, but be 
transformed by the renewal of your 
mind, that by testing you may discern 
what is the will of God, what is good 
and acceptable and perfect.” By doing 
this, we become more Christlike and 
adorn the doctrine of God - quite a 
challenge, but not impossible. Much of 
the transformation of the Rhondda has 
been done by small, insignificant plants 
which have quietly filled a small place 
and have blossomed into a beautiful 
landscape. Our small efforts done in 
faithfulness to our Master will also 
have a beautifying effect upon our 
“small corner” and bring glory to our 
God. Let us not fail Him.

Edwin Stanley
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Being a
Believer

TFS 2019

31st Aug. - 6th Sept. 2019
Flaxlands Manor Farm,

Royal Wootton Bassett, Wiltshire, UK
£100

Course leaders: Phil Brennan, Lindsay Woods
& David Woods

A Training for Service study with foundations in
the writings of the Apostle John

Bookings via Lindsay Woods, 02825 643025 or
lindsay.woods667@gmail.com

What we believe, and why

Once again our annual Conference was held in the Salvation Army Centre, 
Walton, Liverpool on 11 May 2019.  We were encouraged at the outset to reflect 
on the word of God by absorbing it, pondering it in our hearts (Luke 2v19) and living 
it out.  A condensed summary of the three speakers’ addresses is given below.  The 
ministry was recorded and anyone wishing to listen to it can do so on SoundCloud.

Our local brother David King (Manchester) considered the humiliation and 
humility of Job in reviewing the physical, mental and spiritual transformation 
of a remarkable man by our standards in terms of his integrity and wealth.  His 
lifestyle was compared to ours in the western world and the questions we also 
are inclined to ask when things go wrong in our lives.  Job’s humiliation led to 
humility, repentance and a deeper knowledge of God that recognised his need 
for a mediator (Job 9v33).

Stephen Hickling (Birmingham) launched his ministry from a key text in Matthew 
28 v16-20 on the promise of God’s presence, considering the place, power and 
purpose of the promise.  Stephen spoke of God’s presence in the context of the 
Old Covenant at Sinai, and considered the place of God’s presence today to be the 
community of believers in Churches of God where disciples come together on the 
authority of the Son, and go out to gather together to the place of God’s Name

Brian Fullarton (Bathgate) turned our attention to the Messianic interpretation 
of Psalm 69, one that especially gives a deep insight into our Lord’s inner feelings 
and intense sufferings, and that also pictures the crucifixion, the reproach and the 
shame borne for us.  In it as nowhere else we see Christ suffering as a sin offering, 
bearing the oppressing weight of the sin of the world and drowning in a flood of 
God’s judgement upon sin (v2).  Here we also see Christ suffering as the trespass 
or guilt offering, the innocent One treated as the guilty (v4).

We were blessed to have had our hearts directed to Christ ‘in all the Scriptures’ 
(Luke 24v27).

Graham Schleyer; David Totten

Liverpool Conference Report 2019
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For Prayer 
Ministering Brethren

July and onwards

John Black
I will be at Scottish Camp early in 
July, and North West Summer Camp 
at the end of the month, with local 
activities in between these two 
weeks.

Phil Brennan
I will be engaged in ministry in Buxton 
and Nottingham, and Training For 
Service in Ontario.

Brian Johnston
During July I will be involved in 
Search For Truth recording at the 
Bournemouth studio. I’m also 
leading groups at Northern Ireland 
Camp.

Craig Jones
I’m helping to present the TFS course 
at Mount Forest Camp in Ontario 
from July 8-13, with Phil Brennan & 
Don Williamson. I’ll be leading the 
lessons at Mount Forest Day Camp 
from July 22-26, quickly followed by 
the Youth Camp in Jamaica from July 
31-Aug 4.

Geralde Magusara
I will be working in Lingig, in the 
province of Surigao del Sur.

Andy McIlree
I’m due home from Colorado before 
the end of June and expect to be in 
Kilmarnock during July and August.

Anthony Nemi
I will be engaged in follow-up work 
after the outreach effort in Abuja. 
From 16 July  - 27 August I hope to 
move to Kenya to work in the two 
Churches in Magenka and Sengera.

Brian Tugwell
I am continuing in India and will be 
attending a Church planting.

Robert Wood
I’m in Aberdeen and Birmingham 
in June and July, a busy time with 
outreach in a local park near to the 
Birmingham hall as well as street 
work in nearby Erdington. Thanks 
for your prayers.

David Woods
July sees the beginning of camp 
season. I’ll be at Northern Ireland 
and North West Summer Camps 
in July.

2018 Trading Account
 INCOME - £612k
 £310k - Donations and Gift Aid 
  contributions 
 £  40k - Hall sales  
 £106k - Relief work 
  contributions
 £122k - Outreach work 
  contributions and gifts 
  in wills 
 £  34k - Overseas Property  

EXPENDITURE - £756k  
 £237k - Assembly allocations 
 £120k - Gifts to Lord’s Servants 
 £187k - Relief 
 £148k - Outreach 
 £  64k - Overseas Property   

You will see from the above summary of Central Gifts’ operations in 2018 
that our expenditure has exceeded income. We made a trading loss of £144k - in 
2017 the loss was £202k. In financial terms we have gained nothing in two years 
of trading. From a business viewpoint, our resources are being overstretched. 
If this trend continues our reserves would be eaten up in three years or so. The 
figures speak for themselves.

Central Gifts has committees and work groups which control income/
expenditure and the volume of business transactions makes this no small task. 
The workload is increasing all the time and our operations overseas have grown. 
In 2018 Zimbabwe and Mozambique were included. We now have 37 assemblies 
in Africa, 5 in Burma, 16 in India and 10 in the Philippines. We need wisdom in 
carrying out our stewardship.

What have we gained by trading? To bring our books into balance and to 
maintain our existing commitments we would have to increase our income or 
else make cuts. As we all know expansion in our activities comes at a cost. How 
can we budget for a cyclone or a famine? 

This is our end of term report. Could we do better?  
Well, in response to the Idai cyclone disaster in March it was heart warming 

to watch the gifts coming in from all parts of the Fellowship. An update on the 
collections from donors reveals the following:
 
Income from individual saints                           £17,883
Gift Aid reclaimable       £  3,350
Income from 23 assemblies and one District    £25,917
TOTAL        £47,150

Costs so far incurred:
Malawi   51 houses        £6,500
Mozambique 41 houses        £4,280
Zimbabwe          £   452
TOTAL           £11,232
Costs are still to be notified from some areas in Malawi.

If we end up with a surplus of cash we shall retain it for the purchase of maize 
for food and planting as well as fertiliser. The harvest in the south of Malawi will 
be poor leaving the saints in 
need of food by September or 
thereabouts. So when there is a 
specific appeal the hearts of the 
saints are touched and the result 
is what we see above.

For the Central Gifts Team
Alex Hope (Secretary); Len 

Burgoyne (Treasurer)

Churches of God Central Gifts Fund
‘What Have You Gained By Trading?’ (Luke 19.15) 

Photos
 

Sign In

Shared album - Robert Hawthorne, Len Burgoyne - Google Photos.pdf
Saved to Dropbox • 11 Jun 2019 at 14H40
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Mr N Coomer
Hilton of Forthar
GLENROTHES
Fife
KY7 6LP

Dear Neville

Thank you so much for the stamps which have kindly been 
donated to our Operation Family project from The Churches of 
God. Once again we recognise the many years that you have 
been donating stamps. Please pass on our thanks to all those 
who contributed to this donation.

For every £5.00 that we receive from the sale of your stamps, 
someone will receive a Bible, Children’s Bible, New Testament or 
Gospel.  Thank you for giving people an opportunity to engage 
with God through His Word.

We also value your prayer support. This is vital. If you would like 
any further information on our work or resources then please 
don’t hesitate to contact us.

If you would liek a speaker to visit at any time please let us know 
and we can arrange this.

Yours sincerely

Robert Russell
Head of Donor Care

The editorial team for Hayes Press Gospel tracts 
would like to invite a representative group of 
brothers and sisters from all age groups across 
the Fellowship to join their “ADVANCE READER 
GROUP”, who would be sent the final draft of new 
Gospel leaflets to read before going to print. The 
Group would be asked to complete a short online 
survey, giving feedback to the committee on the 
readability, quality and appeal of each new tract. 
The Advance Reader Group’s feedback would serve 
as a final quality control step prior to publication. 
Since we aim to produce no more than four new 
Gospel leaflets per year, the task would not be too 
demanding and would be extremely helpful to the 
editorial team.

Any brother or sister who wishes to volunteer their services for this interesting task should send an email to Jo Johnson 
(accolade101@yahoo.com) who will add you to our Advance Reader Group. We look forward to hearing from saints 
throughout the Fellowship who could spare an hour of their time every few months to support the ongoing work of 
spreading the good news of God’s love via the written word.

 Yours in His service, Karl Smith; Jo Johnson

Feedback Team Wanted!
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12th Africa Joint Districts’ Elders Meeting

S.E. SISTERS’ STUDY DAY
19 OCTOBER 2019 D.V.

CHOSEN IN HIM

PERSONAL CHOICES

THE CHOSEN ONE

10.00am
Cedar Hall, Station Grove,

Wembley HA0 4AR

It was a real time of fellowship with 49 overseers 
present from the two African Districts. These included: 
John Black(Greenock, Scotland); Alford Kinyua (Magenka, 
Kenya); Enock Matoke (Sengera, Kenya); Tawiah EnnuDadzie 
(Kasoa, Ghana) and Jacob Asimanyi (Winneba,Ghana).

The keynote address was given by the chairman, 
S.Olunaike (Surulere, Nigeria). David’s message to his son 
Solomon encouraged wholehearted devotion to God (1 
Chr. 28:1-10). There is a need to know God personally, 
and to serve Him willingly and faithfully (Ps.19:13; Jer. 
9:23-24;  Heb. 1:1-2; Rev. 2:23). This set a positive mood 
for the meeting.

Reports were read by various committees from both 
Districts, and there was ministry by J. Asimanyi (Winneba). 
He spoke of shepherds and the sheep (1Pet. 3:8; 1Pet. 5:1-
4; Acts 20:28) and Paul’s exhortation to the elders to watch 
themselves and the flock committed to them, emphasising 
the need of shepherd care for both the shepherd and the 
sheep.

The Districts reconvened after consideration of the 
reports. The high points are:

1. Africa COG, Centenary celebration 2021 (DV).
2. Six new Assemblies planted since the last meeting, 
one each in Mozambique, Zimbabwe and Malawi; 
three in Nigeria.
3. Training for Service (TFS) Lagos planned for 
November 2020 (DV).
4. Outreach at Abuja planned for June 3-23 2019.
5. Mailing centre consideration for review and 
restructuring.
6. CEF and Relief updated guidelines for full 
implementation.

We are grateful for fellowship opportunities and 
appreciation to our host, the East/Delta District for their 
sacrificial service and hospitality.

S.Olunaike; G.Okwena

Change of address
Please note new details for Alan Sands (Stoke):

Address:  Apt 23 Elizabeth House, Scholars Court, 
West Avenue, Stoke on Trent, ST4 7DW

Tel: 01782 847380 
Email (as before)  alansands24@gmail.com
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On Sunday 19  May, Wigan saints held a 
splendid lunch after the Remembrance to 
celebrate the Golden Wedding Anniversary 
(31.05.69) of Brian and Margaret Scott. We 
had quite a hilarious time with Brian and 
Margaret, correcting our mistakes of where 
they got married (the Peebles Hydro), who 
the bridesmaid and best man were (May 
Fotheringham and Gordon Lightfoot) and 
where they went on honeymoon (Isle of Mull). 
Notwithstanding all our historical blunders, it 
was a real joy to help celebrate a huge milestone 
in their loving relationship and also think about 
their faithfulness to one another, the Lord and 
the Assemblies of Southport and Wigan.

Dennis Roberts; Graeme J Hunter

Golden Wedding 
Anniversary

The saints in Rajahmundry Assembly witnessed the holy matrimony of our 
Church members brother Varun and sister Ruth in our Church hall on 18 May 
2019.  Dr Samuel Moses facilitated all the arrangements to conduct the marriage, 
which  was solemnised in our pattern. Brother Varun’s father Prabakar and mother 
Vinolia, his brother Arun and his wife Ratnamala and his sister Swetha, are all 
numbered with our Assembly. We all were delighted and enjoyed the marriage 
celebration. 

Dr.G. Samuel Moses; K. Issac Raj

Wedding Joy in Rajahmundry India

Two men, from different parts of 
Andhra, came to work for an electrical 
company in Goa and found their way 
to the Church of God in Margao a 
couple of months ago. They enjoyed 
the fellowship in their own language 
and appreciated our pattern of teaching.  
John Wesley is 28 and Kamalakar is 26. 
Both were added on 25 May. Brothers 
Israel and Isaac are seen welcoming 
them to share in the Remembrance.  
Praise God for His goodness.

Brother Bushan Dasari  

Additions in Goa
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At Home with the Lord - Graham 
Conway, Derby, England

On 16 April 2019 our beloved brother 
Graham William Conway, aged 75, 
passed peacefully into the presence of 
the Lord he loved and faithfully served 
for many years. During the last few 
months of his life on earth, when the 
severity of his illnesses became apparent, 
he was treated at the Royal Derby and 
Addenbrooke’s Hospitals, as well as by 
general medical practitioners; we pay 
tribute to the loving care and support 
provided to Graham during this time by 
Paul and Margery Mutimer, his closest 
relatives.

Graham was sent by his mother to 
Sunday school at the ‘Iron tent’ in Derby 
when he was 7 or 8 years old. A couple of 

years later he was saved, and in the mid-1950s he was baptised and added to the 
Church of God in Derby in which he remained for the rest of his life. He served as an 
overseer there from 1979 till the end of his days on earth. Graham was devotedly 
supported by his wife Kathleen until she was called home in 2000. 

Graham was well known for zealous outreach in the Midlands and many parts 
of the UK. This included working with the Gospel van and later the Gospel bus, 
and preaching on many street corners and in town centres. He was recognised 
by numerous Christians and others in the Derby area for his bright and friendly 
testimony. He was an avid listener to, and supporter of, Search for Truth radio 
broadcasts.

Graham served the Lord in the Church of God in Derby consistently while it was 
large, as well as during the more recent period during which it contracted. Graham 
was a diligent Bible student, an able preacher, a Bible teacher, a much respected elder 
and a dedicated leader and shepherd. Uniquely, he was the Fellowship archivist. He 
also served for many years on Midlands outreach and youth committees. 

During the funeral service at Normanton Road Hall on 14 May, Phil Brennan read 
from 2 Kings 13 and spoke of the example Graham has left in wise counsel and 
dedicated commitment. In being such, he had responded to the Lord’s own counsel 
and commitment, and those present were challenged to do the same. The ‘death 
of death’ was referred to, and the believer’s hope of glory that begins with the 
acceptance of Christ as Saviour and runs on into eternity.

At the graveside, Laurence Foster read I Cor. 15: 14-26 and spoke of the glorious 
and sure hope of the resurrection of Graham and all those who are ‘in Christ’ for 
eternity. He issued a warning to any unsaved present and pleaded ‘please take Christ 
as your Saviour today and make this a day of rejoicing’. He then led us in singing the 
hymn chosen by Graham – My chains are snapt, the bonds of sin are broken, and I 
am free … O death, O grave, I do not dread your power, the ransom’s paid!

We commend to your prayers family members, friends, saints in Derby, and many 
others who will so greatly miss our dear brother Graham. 

 Laurence Foster; Arnold Elson 

Overseers of the Midlands District pay tribute to the memory of our dear brother 
and fellow-overseer, Graham, who served the Lord among the Churches in the 
Midlands District for forty years. Faithful and consistent, Graham hardly ever missed 
a District meeting of overseers. Keen also to attend any gathering of the Lord’s people, 
he supported all District events and many in the North West. His participation in 
our discussions and deliberations, often with an accurate recall of past decisions, 
was invaluable. Keen to encourage others, careful not to criticise while maintaining 
a vigilant watch over God’s house, Graham exhibited a true shepherd heart in his 
faithfulness to the Chief Shepherd and his care of the flock. He will be sorely missed, 
but we are comforted by the knowledge that he is at home with the Lord, awaiting 
the resurrection; resting, to arise soon to his eternal inheritance (cf. Daniel 12:13).

Phil Brennan; John Bowler

Tribute from Midlands District - 
“Faithful also in much”

On 14 April Janet Montgomery 
(Liverpool) was called into the presence 
of her Saviour. Janet Elizabeth Kelly was 
born in Birkenhead on 19 December 
1939.  Janet’s parents were in the 
Church of God in Birkenhead and she 
was brought up with opportunity to get 
to know the Lord Jesus, coming to saving 
faith as a girl. Aged 16, Janet decided 
she wanted to be an active follower of 
the Lord Jesus and she was baptised 
and received into the Church of God 
in Birkenhead. Her studies took her 
to Edinburgh where she qualified as a 
teacher and met John whom she married 
in 1962. They lived abroad for a while 
before returning to Merseyside where 
Janet resumed her teaching career. Janet 
was a determined character; if she was 
told something couldn’t be done, she 
would make sure she did it! This was a 
characteristic that would be a positive 
one when facing John’s illness and then 
her own. Looking after John took its toll 
on Janet’s health, and latterly kidney 
failure meant dialysis three times a week. 
This gave opportunity for Janet’s friends 
to visit her and spend time with her.  
After the closure of Birkenhead Church 
she managed to get across to Liverpool 
occasionally, being determined to get 
to the Remembrance despite increasing 
frailty. A friend of Janet’s daughter Fiona 
offered the use of a Wirral church for the 
funeral at which David Webster spoke of 
Janet’s faith and family and referred to 
her as an Easter person, living in the light 
of the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and 
that it was at Easter that the Lord called 
her into His presence. We will miss Janet’s 
cheery outlook and faith but rejoice 
that she is with her Lord.  She leaves 
her daughter Fiona, son in law Martin 
and three grandchildren who will miss 
her too. 

David Webster, Brian Tugwell

At Home with 
the Lord - Janet 
Montgomery, 

Liverpool, England
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Notice Board

Text for the Month

July

06 Midlands: Buxton Vine  
 Event
06 North West District   
 Oversight
06 South East District   
 Overseers meeting
07 Midlands: Birmingham  
 Church in the Park
07-13 Scottish Camp, Girls Week
08-14 North America: TFS (MFC)
14 Midlands: Birmingham  
 Church in the Park
14-20 Northern Ireland 
 Summer Camp   
 (Ballycastle)
14-20 Scottish Camp, Teen Week
20 North West: Wigan BBQ
20 South East: set up day at  
 Camp
21 Midlands: Birmingham  
 Church in the Park
21-27 North America: Camp
 Baldy kids camp
22-26 North America: MFC Day  
 Camp 
27-03 North West: Summer   
 Camp
27 South East: Youth Camp
28 Midlands: Birmingham  
 Church in the Park
29 Northern Ireland: Camp  
 thanksgiving meeting 
 (Belfast)
30-03 North America: Camp
 Baldy teen camp
31-04 North America: Gospel  
 Defenders Camp   
 (Jamaica)
31-06 Training for Service   
 (Flaxlands)
KEY:
DySGu - District Study Group, S. Wales
SOH - Sisters’ Open House
MFC - Mount Forest Camp
TTT - Ten to Thirteen
YC - Young Christians
YPM - Young Peoples’ Meeting

On 24 April 2019 the Church of God in Ravulapalem conducted a Commitment 
Day on the anniversary of 20 years completed since 1999, the year of planting. 
Brother Joseph from the Church of God in Hukumpeta was our guest. Saints 
participated in a singing and worship  programme in the mother tongue, Telugu. 
They enjoyed and sang the song SAMARPANA CHEYUMU PRABHUVUNAKU in 
Telugu. The meaning is ‘Commit yourself to the Lord’. The two photos show the 
cheerfulness of the saints at the commitment. Brother Edward gave a short sermon 
on Psalm 100 and Hebrews 13:15. After that a tea party was arranged .

Dr SJM Edward; Brother Joseph

Commitment Day, Ravulapalem, 
SAMARPANA DINAM

The heavens declare the glory of 
God; the skies proclaim the work of 
his hands. Day after day they pour 
forth speech; night after night they 
reveal knowledge.    Psalm 19:1-2 NIV


