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The Great I AM
Behold, the bush burned with fire, and 

the bush was not consumed (Ex. 3:2).
Moses was amazed at this great sight 

and turned to see why the bush was not 
burnt. God called to him out of the bush 
using his name twice, “Moses, Moses”, 
showing urgency and the importance 
of what came next. Where Moses was 
standing was holy ground and he was 
told to remove his shoes.       

Moses had been tending the flock 
of Jethro his father-in-law near to the 
mountain of God even to Horeb.  God 
said, “I am the God of thy father, the God 
of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the 
God of Jacob,” and Moses hid his face 
because he was afraid to look on God. 
God was fully aware of the suffering and 
slavery of what he called “ My people”, 
first mentioned here in the Bible. God 
had heard their cries and He said, “I am 
come down to deliver them”. He would 

send Moses to Pharaoh. ‘Moses’ reply 
was “Who am I to go to Pharoah?” God’s 
assurance - “Certainly I will be with you”. 
Moses then asked God, “What is your 
name?” God said, “I am that I am. Say 
to them ‘I am sent me’”.

Yes, God is the great I am. The ever 
existent one. Always was, always is, 
always will be. Without beginning of 
days or end of years!  The eternal God. 
Moses obeyed God and went. Pharoah 
disobeyed and suffered the 10 plagues. 
Israel, God”s people, were saved by 
the Almighty hand of God to go to the 
Promised Land flowing with milk and 
honey. What a deliverance! They were 
to remember this as each Passover feast 
returned. Since then, there has been an 
even greater deliverance! Our Lord Jesus 
Christ would come “down to deliver us” 
from the bondage of slavery. He would 
come down from Heaven to save us from 

sin and Satan. We too have a “promised 
land” with Him in heaven.

The Lord Jesus revealed Himself as:
• I am the light of the world;
• I am the way the truth and the 

life;
• I am the bread of life;
• I am the door;
• I am the good shepherd;
• I am the resurrection and the life;
• I am the first and the last.

Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, and 
today and forever (Heb. 13:8).

In New Testament times, we remember 
our deliverance in the Breaking of the 
Bread, which was introduced by the 
Lord Jesus on the night in which He was 
betrayed. It is through our resurrected 
Lord we offer our praise to God in this 
fond remembrance of our Lord, and 
offer the sacrifice of praise to God 
continually.

Neville Coomer                                            

In the book of Revelation, the Church 
in Ephesus are commended for their 
hard work and endurance through 
difficult times (Revelation 2:1-3). It 
must have been a great encouragement 
to know that the Lord Jesus 
had seen and appreciated 
their faithfulness. In spite 
of this, it seems that their 
motives had changed. Our 
motivation to persevere in 
our walk with the Lord is 
underpinned by our love 
for Him, something which 
comes as a result of our 
appreciation of His love 
for us. The Lord warns the 
Church in Ephesus that they 
have forsaken the love they had for 
Him when they first believed. How long 
would it be before their faithfulness also 
slipped?

We can also become preoccupied 
so that our focus shifts away from 
our relationship with the Lord, even 
if the things we are occupied with 
are commendable. Convention 2019, 
entitled First Love, challenged us to re-
evaluate this relationship, encouraging 

us to see that keeping a good quality 
relationship with Him leads to a joy 
which transforms both our lives and the 
lives of those around us.

Following a time of praise, Stephen 
McCabe reminded us not to take God’s 
love for granted - it is something which 
should captivate us, becoming a source 
of joy in our lives and prompting a 

response of love from us towards Him.
Seminars  fol lowed,  where we 

explored practical ways of deepening 
our relationship with the Lord in a life 
full of responsibilities and distractions. 
Seminar groups were split by life stage 
to give those in similar circumstances a 
chance to share experience and advice 
on cultivating habits of grace, such 
as prayer, Bible reading and study, as 
guided by the seminar leaders.

Our final keynote, delivered by Kevin 
Hickling, built upon these foundations, 
exploring how a closer personal 
relationship with the Lord will transform 
our relationships with our brothers and 
sisters, as well as giving unbelievers a 
taste of the love of God.

As usual, the Committee is indebted 
to keynote speakers, seminar leaders, 

those who led the primary 
and secondary  school 
groups, the praise team, 
the technicians, the caterers, 
the stewards and those who 
were involved in tidying up 
the venue, all of whom are 
fundamental to making the 
event a success. We would 
like to take this opportunity 
to say a big thank you to 
them for all their efforts, 

along with those who attended on the 
day and those who committed the day 
to the Lord in prayer.

You’ll have to wait a little while until 
the next 242 event but there’s a YFR 
planned in Cefn Lea for 1 to 5 July 2020. 
We know the YFR committee are busy 
preparing what will be another great 
event and we look forward to seeing 
you there. 

The 242 Committee

Convention 2019 – 
First Love
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Changes Affecting 
the Outreach Fund

‘Fellowship Outreach’ is meantime 
a division of Central Gifts and as from 
1 January 2020, God willing, the Fund 
will be subsumed into the CENTRAL 
GIFTS FUND to enable the more efficient 
management of accounting and banking 
roles. This coincides with Graeme Hunter 
(Wigan) assuming the role of Treasurer.

From 1 January 2020, the Fellowship 
Outreach Fund bank account will be 
CLOSED and will not receive any further 
gifts.

GIFTS FOR OUTREACH should therefore 
be sent to the Central Gifts Fund (as 
below) and marked for ‘Outreach’. Details 
of the gift should be advised to Graeme 
(details below).

In some areas there is limited ‘counter 
service’ for paying in cheques, so we wish 
to encourage Assemblies and donors who 
have an exercise to support outreach to do 
so electronically, by internet Bank transfer.

If this is not convenient, then of course 
gifts can be sent by cheque, payable to 
‘Churches of God Central Gifts Fund’ 
and sent to Graeme at his home address 
(below).

This arrangement is purely to simplify 
the accounting procedure, and ‘Fellowship 
Outreach’ does NOT lose its identity,  and 
continues operationally as presently.

Churches of God Central Gifts Fund 
Sort Code: 80-18-31 Account Number: 

00150202
Graeme Hunter, 134, Waterloo Road, 

Birkdale, Southport, Merseyside PR8 
3AZ. e-mail : graemejonathanhunter@
gmail.com

Thirty one of us gathered at Needwood Forest Scout Campsite in Burton upon 
Trent for 2019’s Midlands Youth Camp. We were very much looking forward to study-
ing Jesus’ miracles together in our study groups and spending time with each other. 

During our morning groups, we looked at the miracles under five key themes: Christ’s 
authority over sickness, over death, over nature, over circumstances and lastly over 
the spiritual world. One morning, our younger campers all sat in an imaginary boat 
as the wind and the waves roared around them and learnt about how our Lord Jesus 
stilled the waves. After the story, we would have a time of discussion and learn about 
how recognising Jesus Christ’s authority over all things means that we ourselves can 
fully rely on him for everything.

We enjoyed our usual activities of sport, team games, swimming with inflatables 
and our super hero-themed tea. We were grateful to God for giving us good weather 
during the week, despite an initial gloomy forecast. 

It was a very special week of drawing closer to each other and drawing closer to 
God. As we waved goodbye, we prayed that the seed sown would bear much fruit.

The Midlands Youth Committee

Midlands Youth Camp 2019

The theme of our conference this year was Christ: our beautiful Lord and Master. 
We are grateful to our speakers for their thoughts and the way their messages 
complemented each other.

Andy Tugwell (Swindon) opened our conference by giving us Peter’s view of his 
beautiful master as transformer and restorer. Peter was passionate and impetuous, 
quick to speak and act, but when He said “Follow me,” the Lord looked through Peter’s 
failures to the time he would act with rock-like stability. It was Peter who was able to 
say, “We have come to believe and know that you are the Christ”, Peter who could later 
write that “we were eye-witnesses of his majesty.” It was Peter’s self-confidence that 
provoked his downfall; after standing up for his Master at Gethsemane he claimed “I 
don’t know this man” while watching His trial, but it was Jesus who took the initiative in 
restoring Peter so that a few weeks later he would preach to the crowds at Pentecost. 
When we are conscious of own failings we can be encouraged by Peter’s example.

John’s view of his beautiful master was the topic for Jon Stanley (Hayes), who 
considered the themes of life, light and fellowship in John’s Gospel and epistles. “In him 
was life.” God gave physical life at creation and Jesus came to give spiritual life. Jesus is 
the bread of life, providing for our physical and spiritual needs, and as the resurrection 
and the life He is the great life-giver, defeating sin and death. He is the light of the world. 
Jesus illuminates our pathway and we know that the darkness cannot overcome His 
light. He is the vine and we are the branches; He makes us bear fruit and we can do 
nothing without His enabling. Jon concluded his thoughts by reading Revelation 22, 
16. The morning star rises at the darkest time before the dawn. It sometimes seems 
as if darkness has won but we should remember that “the darkness is passing and 
the true light is already shining.” 

Brian Tugwell gave us some personal reflections on serving our beautiful Lord. He 
read Psalm 96 and reminded us that our Lord is beautiful and He is in the sanctuary. 
We should worship Him in the beauty of holiness; in pure, brilliant colours. It is Christ 
who supplies what we offer in worship. He also gives us our life promises. Brian gave 
some examples from his service in India and encouraged us to remind ourselves of 
promises that God has given us. Christ sets us in a community. Like living stones we 
are being built into a spiritual house (1 Peter 2, 5), recalling the precious stones which 
decorated the temple (2 Chronicles 3, 6). And it is Christ who answers our prayers and 
establishes the work of our hands. Brian finished by reciting the words of a hymn: “I 
cannot breathe enough of Thee, O gentle Breeze of Love.”

At the end we sang hymns praising our Beautiful Master.
Graham Riley; Alex Jarvis

Romford Conference 2019WEEKEND FOR SISTERS
28 February to 1 March 2020

The Fenwick Hotel, Fenwick, 
Kilmarnock KA3 6AU

As a follow up to the 2019 Weekend 
when we looked at ‘The All-Sufficient 

Shepherd, the subject for 2020 is

“The Glory of The King” – 
Psalm 24

Guest Speaker: Dave Webster 
(Liverpool)

Full details will be sent to Assemblies 
in Scotland, and a warm welcome is 
extended to sisters from other areas.

Further details from Eleanor Reilly
0141 887 1423; e-mail L111nor@

talktalk.net
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For Prayer 
Ministering Brethren

December and onwards

John Black
I anticipate working around my 
home base after winding up my 
African visit with two days at 
Winneba, DV.

Brian Johnston
I will be engaged in a  couple of 
regular weekly ministries locally in 
Leigh; probable visit to Antwerp; 
one or two committee meetings; 
writing SFT scripts for 3rd quarter 
2020; and preparing for African & 
Asian visits early in 2020.

Geralde Magusara
December will involve continued 
outreach in Longanapan, speaking, 
helping, and following-up again 
at  Churches’  anniversar ies: 
Davao (1st), Nabunturan (7th) and 
Montevista (26th). I will spend 
Christmas with family.

Karl Smith
December will include promoting 
our  Chr i stmas  outreach  in 
K i r k i nt i l l o c h  a n d  s p e a k i n g 
at Kilmarnock’s service on 8 
December.

Brian Tugwell
I will be working in India throughout 
December.

Robert Wood
I will be making a visit to Lerwick 
in a couple of weeks time, but 
as December approaches I will 
continue in Aberdeen and will do 
so into the New Year.

David Woods
December is North West England 
District and Manchester-focused 
activity, with a short visit to 
Leicester early in the month.

Our numbers were down a little this year for our Fellowship Day, mainly due 
to having to postpone it by a week due to unforeseen circumstances. We were 
delighted, however, that our brother Phil Brennan was still able to join us and lead 
us in our consideration of ‘The Joy of Prayer.’

Phil’s opening ministry focused our attention on two over-arching reasons for 
prayer: Firstly, to glorify God, as the Lord said, “Whatever you ask in my name, 
this I will do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. If you ask me anything in 
my name, I will do it.” John 14:13, 14. And secondly, because the Lord wants our 
joy to be full. “Until now you have asked nothing in my name. Ask, and you will 
receive, that your joy may be full.” John 16:24. With these thoughts in mind, we 
then explored in our group discussion times: ‘why we should pray and how’, and 
‘the proper practice of prayer’. Phil asked us some searching questions, e.g. how 
is God glorified in our exercise of prayer? In his closing ministry Phil encouraged 
us to enter more fully into the experience of the ‘Joy of the Pray-er’. 

Here are just a few more points, and the appropriate Scriptures, that we were 
really challenged, and encouraged, by:

Are we conscious of the One to whom we are speaking?  
Remember what the Lord said to the Samaritan woman at Sychar’s well: 
“If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying to you, ‘Give me a 

drink,’ you would have asked him, and he would have given you living water.”  
John 4:10 (ESV)

All the nations you have made shall come and worship before you, O Lord, and 
shall glorify your name. Ps. 86:9 (ESV)  

For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be glory forever. 
Amen. Rom. 11:36 (ESV)

Our service today for the Lord is not about doing things for Him, it’s about 
enjoying Him for who He is.

Send out your light and your truth; let them lead me; let them bring me to 
your holy hill and to your dwelling!   Then I will go to the altar of God, to God my 
exceeding joy, and I will praise you with the lyre, O God, my God.    Ps. 43:3,4 (ESV).

Our consideration of this important subject was also a timely reminder to us 
all to be careful not to spend more 
time talking about it than talking to 
the Lord!

We would like to record our sincere 
appreciation to Phil & Celia for being 
with us for the day, and for engaging 
us in a refreshing consideration of a 
very practical subject. We trust that 
they may themselves have been 
blessed by their short visit.

On behalf of the NI District Events 
Committee

Ian Lockhart; Lindsay Woods

N. Ireland Fellowship Day, Saturday 
26 October 2019
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Our dear brother Alex Porteus celebrated his 90th birthday on Wednesday 9 
October in Redford Nursing Home, Ayr, where he now resides with his beloved 
wife Ruth. Members of the family, together with some from the Church in Ayr, 
were able to join with Alex and Ruth on the day to help celebrate this milestone 
in Alex’s life with a cake, cards and birthday wishes.

Alex and Ruth’s trust and faith over the years marks them out as God’s 
overcomers. We miss their presence at the Assembly meetings. Both they and 
their family very much need our prayers at the present time.

 Ken Robertson; John Kerr

Birthday Celebrations

We wish to report that our dear 
brother and sister Gerhard & Nancy 
Schleyer celebrated their Diamond 
Wedding Anniversary on 17 October 
2019. Gerhard is now resident in a local 
care home that provided facilities for 
the family celebration on Saturday 19th. 
H.M.the Queen’s congratulations card 
took a prominent place along with the 
other cards and the cake baked by their 
daughter Wendy. All eleven members of 
the family spent an enjoyable afternoon 
together. Gerhard is the longest serving 
member of the Church in Wishaw. Nancy 
came from the Church in Ashgill where 
they were married, but they have served 
the Lord in Wishaw all their married life.  
We wish them God’s blessings in all the 
days, years ahead in His will.

Alex Brown

Wishaw Diamond 
Wedding

On Lord’s Day 
13 October 2019 
the Melbourne 
Assembly hosted a 
lunch to celebrate 
the 90th birthdays 
of  our  brother 
and sister Wilson 
a n d  M a r g a r e t 
Sneddon. Their 
birthdays are only 
two weeks apart. 
It was a wonderful 
time, with some of 
their family coming 
to join the special 
occasion.  There 
we re  c h i l d re n , 
g ra n d c h i l d r e n , 
great grandchildren 

and great great grandchildren spanning four generations, helping to celebrate a 
real milestone and testimony to the Lord’s goodness and blessing in their lives.   

Wilson and Margaret grew up in Kirkintilloch in Scotland and emigrated to 
Australia many years ago. They have been married for 69 years and in the 
Fellowship for over 70years. They truly are a testimony of faithfulness to their 
Lord and Saviour.

Roy Dickson gave a word of encouragement regarding the goodness of God, and 
spoke of Mephibosheth from 2 Samuel 9 and the goodness of David calling him 
up to his banqueting table. He pointed us to the Lord Jesus who has called into 
untold blessings through His blessed work at Calvary.

Ron Busby

90th Birthday celebrations
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Every Wednesday we welcome friends and neighbours to our Coffee Corner 
at Regent Hall in Kirkintilloch. They love our home baked cakes, apple pies and 
especially those delicious meringues! 

At set dates during the year we also have seasonal ‘specials’ where we provide 
lunch and a lively programme with a guest speaker. The most recent of these 
was a ‘Harvest Special’ held in October. The Coffee Corner Team catered for 
over 40 folks, and pumpkin soup was a popular choice on the harvest menu. 
We donated all proceeds from our ‘special’ to the local food bank.

The event featured a quiz on ‘Know Your Biscuits’, followed by a solo from one 
of our talented male vocalists and community singing. The speaker was farmer 
John Black, who shared his experiences of harvest-time and went on to tell us 
of the great harvest resulting from the cross work of Christ. 

Our prayer is that our friends and neighbours may be part of this great harvest 
of precious souls. We now look forward to hosting our December ‘Christmas 
Special’, and in the meantime the weekly Coffee Corner continues with excellent 
attendances.

Tony Smith; Billy Bell

Kirky Coffee Corner ‘Harvest Special’

	  

Speaker:	  David	  Woods	  
	  

Midlands	  Sisters’	  Weekend	  
Hothorpe	  Hall,	  Leicestershire	  

	  
Forms	  and	  further	  information	  can	  be	  obtained	  from	  

Celia	  Brennan	  	  01298	  23445	  	  email:	  celiabrennan@live.co.uk	  

6th	  –	  8th	  March	  2020	  
This is a sincere thank you to all 

those who have and do contribute used 
stamps for Bibles. By 2020 we will have 
reached our 40th year. Please continue 
to save and send your stamps from the 
Festive Season to provide more Bibles 
for the coming year to:

Neville Coomer, Hilton of Forthar, 
Glenrothes, FIFE, SCOTLAND. KY7 6LP

Used Stamps for 
Bibles
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At Home with the Lord - Dr. Ian Penn, Nottingham, England
On 19 September 2019, our beloved and much esteemed brother Ian Edwin Penn 

passed peacefully into the presence of the Lord he loved and faithfully served for many 
years. During his later years he suffered from dementia, which rapidly became serious. He 
was cared for very well by his wife Eunice, with help towards the end from various health 
professionals.

Ian was saved in his early teens and initially attended a Pentecostal church. Through 
carefully studying the Scriptures and with the help of his adoptive ‘aunt’, Mrs Mackinnon, 
he was baptised as a disciple and added to the Church of God in Cowdenbeath. He later 
moved to Glasgow to attend university and was transferred to the Church of God there. 
At that time he was greatly helped by Willie Archibald and his family. They opened their 
home to him and assisted with his many questions about the Scriptures and especially the 
truths of the House of God, which he loved.

Ian achieved a first class honours science degree at Glasgow University and then a PhD in 
Geology. Appointed a lecturer in Geology in Glasgow, he became a professional geologist 
for the rest of his career. This took him to many countries worldwide. At the age of 23 Ian 
married Eunice, and after a while they settled into their home in Glasgow. In due course 
he moved to London to join the staff of the Institute of Geological Sciences (IGS) which, in 
1984, became the British Geological Survey (BGS); he and Eunice were transferred to the 
Church of God in Kingston upon Thames. Ian was a diligent Bible student and during this 
period, like the Master he followed, he “grew and became strong ….and the grace of God 
was upon him” (Luke 2: 40). He also became an editor of Bible Studies at this time and later of Fellowship Literature.

In 1979, the IGS headquarters relocated to Nottingham and Ian and Eunice moved to nearby Ruddington with their two children, 
Everard and Lorna. The couple were transferred to the Church of God in Nottingham, where Ian was recognised as an overseer 
in the early 1980s; he served consistently in that calling until he was taken home to be with the Lord he loved. Ian also provided 
considerable oversight support in Birmingham and Derby Assemblies and became chairman of the Midlands District oversight.

Ian’s fervency for the Lord’s work provided many years of reliable and steadfast teaching of the word. His zeal for the accurate 
teaching of Scripture was a driving force among young and old as seen in his participation and support at Camps, District young 
people’s meetings and in local Gospel and ministry meetings held within and beyond the Midlands.

 Ian was well known as an able preacher, teacher and writer, a much respected elder and a dedicated leader and shepherd. He 
served faithfully in these and other ways throughout the Fellowship, as well as for several periods in India and Myanmar. He also 
served amongst leading brethren of the Fellowship from 1998 to 2018. ” Well done, good and faithful servant” (Matthew 25:23).

During the funeral service in Ruddington, Nottingham on 19 October Phil Brennan gave an appreciation of Ian’s life, in which 
distinctive characteristics of his background and career were seen to be in keeping with a disciple and a servant of Christ. Ecclesiastes 
7:1 was read: “A good name is better than precious ointment, and the day of death than the day of birth.” It was pointed out 
that the truth of this text is only known and felt when seen in the light of a life that has been well lived; a life of substance and 
of honour that lives on in the memory, continuing to bring benefit. Ultimately, such a life is one that has been reconciled to God 
through the death of His Son. With reference to Ps. 90:12, 2 Cor. 7:10 and Matt. 5:4, the necessity for repentance from sin and 
the acceptance of God’s offer of salvation was made plain.

Local brothers also described the blessings that Ian had brought to them, especially from God’s word, and paid personal tribute 
to his spiritual discernment and integrity.

Several neighbours and some of Ian’s BGS colleagues attended the funeral. They were impressed by the large number present, 
the address and especially the exceptionally high standard of the singing.

We commend to your prayers Eunice and the family, as well as friends, saints in Nottingham and other places and many others 
who will so greatly miss our dear brother Ian. 

 Simon Robertson; Arnold Elson

Dr. Ian E. Penn (1943–2019)

“Do you not know that a prince and a great man has fallen this day in Israel?” (2 Sam. 3:38). When the Spirit of God came 
upon Saul and he was found among the prophets, the question was asked, “Is Saul also among the prophets?” Then a man 
responded by saying, “But who is their father?” (1 Sam. 10:11,12).  It seemed to imply that to ascertain how a man becomes a 
man of God, one must look to the source. Our brother Ian served God faithfully and, with the remarkable intellect and spiritual 
insight that God gave him, brought to us the word of God, applying it with exactitude and meticulous accuracy. Knowledgeable 
and precise in his use of what he knew, our brother led us ably as District Chairman for seventeen years, and is greatly missed 
for his incisive mind and wise counsel. Ian fervently believed that the things provided by God had to be tended. So it was that he 
worked assiduously among God’s people, helping them to develop their inheritance.

For him, the Lord’s approbation, “Well done, good and faithful servant” (Matt. 25:21), is assured. “Faithful in all (God’s) house 
as a servant” (Heb.3:5) “. . . approved to God, a worker who does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.” 
(2 Tim. 2:15)

On behalf of the Midlands District: J A Bowler; P J Brennan

Leading Brethren wish to record our appreciation and thankfulness for the faithful service of our dear departed brother Ian 
Penn. We would particularly thank the Lord for Ian’s dedication, willingness and applied knowledge of God’s word which was so 
useful in his service in leadership among God’s people.

Ian served amongst Leading Brethren for 20 years (1998 - 2018) and his sharp mind and wisdom will be, and has been, 
greatly missed. He was a faithful attendee at the Conference of Overseers over many years, and his useful contributions during 
sometimes particularly difficult discussions were much appreciated.

“And when the Chief Shepherd appears (he) will receive the crown of glory that will never fade away.” 1Peter 5:4
On behalf of Leading Brethren: D.J. Webster; D.M.King

Tribute from Midlands District

Tribute from Leading Brethren
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Our sister Julia Parker (neé Puttnam) was 
taken to be with her Lord on 29 September 
2019. As a girl of 16 she put her faith in 
Christ and the following year was added 
to the Church in Leicester. She was always 
passionately fond of  young children, and this 
led her to train as a children’s nurse. Later 
she obtained the position of Housemother 
in Dr. Barnardo’s Village home in Barkingside, 
at the age of only 20. During this time, she 
was numbered with the Church in Ilford (as 
it was then). Julia was a self-effacing person 
and rarely spoke about her work, but she was 
a ‘rock solid’ Christian although she did not 
‘wear it on her sleeve’.

Julia’s husband Roland had also been 
numbered with the Church in Ilford, and both of them appreciated the friendliness 
and hospitality shown to them. They married in 1960, made their home in 
Leicester, and had two children - Joanna and Richard; after Roland’s retirement 
they moved to Cromer, where they were consistent and faithful members of the 
Church. Julia was hardly ever ill until this last year, when she was diagnosed with 
Alzheimer’s Disease and died after ten months of care at home.

Please remember in prayer Roland, who continues to share with us in the 
worship of the Assembly, Joanna, who was at one time in the Church, and Richard 
and his family. 

Peter Hickling; John Parker 

At Home with the Lord - Julia Parker, 
Cromer, England

East Scotland
New Year Conference
Saturday 4th January 2020

Whitburn South Church Halls
EH47 0DE (off Longridge Road)

(usual venue)
Speakers:

Jim Cranson (Kilmarnock)

Leonard Ross (Aberdeen)

John Archibald (Wembley)

Welcoming cuppa from 1.30 p.m.

Ministry commences at 2.00 p.m.

Hot food provided at Tea Interval

Travel / directions / further information from
Robert Fisher  Tel.: 01506 324862

E-mail: rhfisher@fastmail.com

On a bright September Autumn day out in the Northern Irish countryside of 
County Tyrone, John Watts (Knocknacloy) opened our last Conference of the 
annual District calendar, taking as his subject “The veil”. In the times of the 
tabernacle and the temple it was a barrier, the holy presence of God within the 
Most Holy Place being closely guarded. 

The death of the Lord Jesus was “the hinge point of history” involving all of the 
creation. At the moment of Jesus’ death the veil in the temple was torn in two 
from the top to the bottom. From that point on, access into the holies was made 
possible for a worshipping people who enter “through the veil, that is to say, his 
flesh” (Hebrews 10). Scripture emphasises that our unchanging God is a holy God 
and that we have a great privilege to be able to “draw near”, only made possible 
through the death of the Lord Jesus. 

Reading from Isaiah 6:1-8, Lindsay Woods (Cullybackey) introduced the subject 
of “Jesus the King” in three different scenarios. Isaiah saw the King, the Lord of 
hosts “high and lifted up”, and it caused him to acknowledge his own uncleanness 
before God’s holiness. A realisation of this was necessary for Isaiah for service, 
as it is for us. In the second scene in Luke 5, Jesus, on the shore of the Sea of 
Galilee, calls his first disciples. He demonstrates His kingly power and authority: 
full nets! Full boat! This gives Peter a realisation that he is in the presence of Kingly 
authority and divine holiness. The Apostle John exiled on the isle of Patmos had 
a vision of the King in all his glory and majesty. Although in exile and maybe an 
old man, Jesus still had work for John to do. “Write” he was instructed. This was 
perhaps to be his last service for his Lord and King, and his written words including 
a call to repentance and a call to perseverance continue to inspire, challenge and 
encourage believers today.

Graham Smith (Crowborough) took as his theme, “Called for a purpose”. We 
looked at Moses’ call, a man prepared by God over many years to fulfil a special 
purpose. We examined God’s purposes in the lives of Joseph, Samuel, Elijah, 
Mordecai, and especially in the rejection and death of the Lord Jesus. We traced 
a progression in God’s purposes in history in the Scriptures, culminating in the 
purpose of having a called out people who would serve him as a holy nation, a 
house for God. Today we need to fully appreciate that we have been saved and 
called for a purpose, though sometimes we need a prompt to fulfil God’s purposes 
in our lives.

We are grateful to the three brothers for bringing encouraging and challenging 
messages to all who were able to gather in Knocknacloy Hall for our Autumn 
Conference and enjoy also a time of praise, good fellowship, and a tasty spread 
prepared by our local sisters in Knocknacloy and Armagh.

Gilbert Grierson; John Watts

Knocknacloy Autumn Conference

      
      
 

West	  Scotland	  District	  
	  RENFREW	  CONFERENCE	  

Thursday	  2nd	  January	  2020	  ▪	  2.00-‐6.30	  pm	  	  	  	  	  	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  

	  The	  Normandy	  Hotel,	  Inchinnan	  Rd,	  	  
	  	  	  Renfrew.	  PA4	  9EJ	  

	  	  	  

	  	  2.00	  	  IntroducMon	  
	  	  	  	  	  Jo	  Johnson	  (Buckhaven)	  

	  	  	  	  	  
	  Ben	  Strachan	  (Newcastle)	  

	  	  Tea	  Break	  
	  	  	  	  	  David	  Woods	  (Manchester)	  

	  
Andy	  McIlree	  –	  Report	  on	  visit	  to	  Australia	  

and	  New	  Zealand	  
 
 	  	  	  	  	  	  5.30	  Buffet	  Meal	  	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  (no	  charge)	  
.	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  

	  	  	  	  ▪	  Children’s	  room	  
	  	  	  	  ▪	  Ministry	  is	  ‘in	  church’	  

	  	  	  	  ▪	  Please	  bring	  PH&SS	  hymnbook	  
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Notice Board

Text for the Month

December

07 North West: SOH
07 South East: YC Wembley
10 South Wales DySGu
26-30 North America: MFC Deep  
 Freeze
31 North America: Kingston  
 Jamaica New Years Eve   
 Fellowship 
KEY:
DySGu - District Study Group, S. Wales
SOH - Sisters’ Open House
MFC - Mount Forest Camp
TTT - Ten to Thirteen
YC - Young Christians
YPM - Young Peoples’ Meeting

For this reason, since the day 
we heard about you, we have 
not stopped praying for you. We 
continually ask God to fill you with 
the knowledge of his will through all 
the wisdom and understanding that 
the Spirit gives.      Colossians 1:9 NIV

For many years Graham Conway of Derby 
has diligently maintained the archives for 
the Churches of God, we acknowledge 
and thank him for his work and the work 
of others before him. Following Graham’s 
recent homecall we’ve been appointed by 
the  Conference of Overseers to take on this 
responsibility. 

Why bother keeping dusty old records in a 
digital age? Let us use the same verses that 
Jim Park used in his book “The Churches of 

God; Their origins and development in the 20th century” published in 1986 and 
still an essential read.

“Listen to me, you who pursue righteousness and who seek the LORD: 
Look to the rock from which you were cut and to the quarry from which 
you were hewn; look to Abraham, your father, and to Sarah, who gave 
you birth. When I called him he was but one, and I blessed him and made 
him many”. Isaiah 51:1-2

We’d like to brief you on what we will be doing, as well as ask for your participation. 
There are 4 main elements to our work:
1. Possess - We will make sure that the Fellowship has a full catalogue of its 

archive material for easy reference, which will include identifying where there 
are gaps and putting out the call for help to fill them!  Our intention is for the 
archive to be multimedia, and include video, audio, photographic, genealogical and 
written material (such as books, pamphlets, magazines, tracts, letters, registers, 
reports, study guides and so on) that is, or will be, of historical interest or could 
be of current use.

We will be maintaining two sub-archives initially, one in North America (managed 
by Martin) and one in the UK (managed by Chris), with potential for more in other 
areas, if needed. We are very happy to take permanent or loan possession of your 
archive material, should you wish us to do so.  However, if you wish to keep it, then 
we would still like to know of its existence, please, for inclusion in the catalogue.

2. Protect - We will seek to minimise material being inadvertently lost to the 
Fellowship such as when an Assembly closes, or a saint is called home. Please bear 
this in mind and contact us when such an event occurs, so we can advise as to 
whether the material should be archived. As an example of how things can work, 
we’re very grateful to saints from Birkenhead Assembly who, on closure, loaned 
us the attendance registers, dating back many decades. This has been returned, 
but included in our developing catalogue and research.

3. Preserve - We will safeguard the Fellowship’s earthly heritage by storing 
physical and digital archives in an appropriate and secure manner for safe-
keeping.  Our aim is to harness technology to digitise the full content of the archive 
systematically and on a priority basis for back-up and remote access purposes.  We 
will also seek to enhance the archive through research of other historical records.

4. Publish - We will make the Fellowship’s heritage accessible to people so that 
they can enjoy it, as well as be educated about our roots.  This will likely take the 
form of a website, as well as feature articles in Intelligence and other magazines, 
perhaps. We also see an opportunity for leveraging our heritage for outreach 
purposes, both in terms of local Assemblies and also more globally.

We will provide an update in 2020 on how we are getting on, along with some 
specific requests for help.   

If you want to contact us about the archive for any reason, please email us at 
mapleyther@hotmail.com (Martin Jones - Hamilton) and cnsutt@btinternet.com 
(Chris Sutton - Wigan)

Martin Jones; Chris Sutton

Email Address Update

Chris Sutton - Wigan
cnsutt@btinternet.com

LATE NOTICE

Craig Jones - For Prayer 
December and onwards

Aside from local responsibilities, 
including helping at the ‘Deep 
Freeze’ winter camp between 
Christmas and New Year, my 
primary focus through December 
will be preparing for our month 
long visit to India in January/
February, Lord willing, which 
will likely be focused on ministry 
in the southern Assemblies 
(Chennai, Pallavaram, Pernampet 
and Mulbagal) and a weekend 
visit to the Assembly in Goa


