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2020 Vision
I’d better get in my puns about vision 

quickly, because by about mid-February 
we’ll be absolutely sick of them – I 
can just see it! I hope, though, that we 
won’t get equally sick of thinking about 
spiritual vision, because (like our physical 
eyesight) it’s so important.  So where will 
we be looking in 2020? Perhaps 2019 
was a year you wouldn’t be keen to look 
back on, and perhaps 2020 holds its own 
fears and uncertainties for you, quite 
apart from the geopolitical turmoil that’s 
kicked off the year.  Looking to yourself 
is unlikely to help, although many in this 
world will try. So where does that leave 
us? Well, the poetess Annie Johnson 
Flint wrote some recently re-published 
verses* that seem to sum things up and 
point us in the right direction:

I look not back; God knows the 
fruitless efforts,

The wasted hours, the sinning, the 
regrets.

I leave them all with Him who blots the 
record,

And graciously forgives, and then 
forgets.

I look not forward; God sees all the 
future,

The road that, short or long, will lead 
me home,

And He will face with me its every trial,
And bear for me the burdens that may 

come.

I look not round me; then would fears 
assail me,

So wild the tumult of earth’s restless 
seas,

So dark the world, so filled with woe 
and evil,

So vain the hope of comfort and of 
ease.

I look not inward; that would make me 
wretched;

For I have naught on which to stay my 
trust.

Nothing I see save failures and 
shortcomings,

And weak endeavors, crumbling into 
dust.

But I look up – into the face of Jesus,
For there my heart can rest, my fears 

are stilled;
And there is joy, and love, and light for 

darkness,
And perfect peace, and every hope 

fulfilled.

“I lift up my eyes to the hills. From where 
does my help come? My help comes 
from the Lord, who made heaven and 
earth.” (Ps. 121:1-2).

“… let us run with endurance the race 
that is set before us, looking to Jesus…” 
(Heb. 12:1-2).

Martin Jones

*’He Giveth More Grace – 100 Poems 
by Annie Johnson Flint’, published by 
Hayden Press

Couples Hangout, West Africa 2019
Marriage among God’s people is 

constantly under attack by the enemy, 
and many couples are going through 

various strains and stresses, making 
some think of backing out and the 
unmarried afraid to enter. The Lord 

Jesus said the devil is come to steal, 
kill and destroy, but He came that we 
might have life and have it abundantly. 
We believe this is very true in marriage. 
This year’s edition of the couples event 
was held on 21 December 2019 with the 
theme: ‘Bonding for Renewal’.

Our text was taken from Genesis 
2:24, “Therefore shall a man leave his 
father and his mother, and shall cleave 
to his wife and they shall be one flesh”. 
Our emphasis was on cleaving, which 
is bonding. We chose to remind all 
that marriage is a blessing from God, 
it is beautiful and the only human 
relationship with the highest potential 
for intimacy. We had a photo session for 
each individual couple, a game time to 
discover what we know of each other, a 
couples’ dance time and shared meals 
together. All asked that we continue 
this event.

We wish to thank our sponsors and all 
who sacrificed so much to give us this 
refreshing time.

Laurens Ohonsi



Assembly in Byazhin, Abuja was planted. 
We can look back to the six months of 
the existence of the Assembly with many 
thanks to the Lord.

We are trusting the Lord to add 
to our number some of the friends 
who have continued with us with 
encouraging interest. During the two 
hours of fellowship we sang choruses 
in different Nigerian languages, and 
our sisters from the Cameroon Republic 
sang in French. Testimony time was the 
time different people came forward 
to testify to the goodness of God to 
them. There were many ‘Praise God’s’ 
and ‘Hallelujahs’. The day’s programme 
included a drama playlet by our young 
saints. The children’s Sunday School 
class was not left out. Some light 
refreshments were served and we made 
sure that all who came went away with a 
copy of the 2020 Golden Bells Calendar. 
We pray that this year 2020 will be our 
Year of Double Blessings (Isa. 61:7).

Tunde Okunola; Ebiemi Amakromo; 
Mark Imoukhuede
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“O give thanks unto the Lord; for 
he is good: for his mercy endureth 
for ever” (Ps. 136:1)

On the first Lord’s day of 2020, 
after the Remembrance 
service and ministry of 
the word given by Brother 
Ebiemi Amakoromo, the 
Assembly was joined by 
our friends to thank the 
Lord for His goodness to 
us in 2019. We had prayed  
a year ago that the Lord 
would turn things around 
for our good. A few months 
into 2019 things started 
happening. The Lord stirred 
the hearts of saints to give 
towards the construction 
of the ‘Charis Assembly 
Hall’. On 7 July 2019 our 

Thanksgiving Service

	  

Speaker:	  David	  Woods	  
	  

Midlands	  Sisters’	  Weekend	  
Hothorpe	  Hall,	  Leicestershire	  

	  
Forms	  and	  further	  information	  can	  be	  obtained	  from	  

Celia	  Brennan	  	  01298	  23445	  	  email:	  celiabrennan@live.co.uk	  

6th	  –	  8th	  March	  2020	  
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For Prayer 
Ministering Brethren

February and onwards

John Black
I expect to be operating in the local area in the 
coming days as the Lord leads.

Gbenga Fagbenle
I will be in Ghana for the month of February D.V. 
working in Kasoa and Winneba Assemblies.

Mark Imoukhuede
I am spending my time with Abuja Assembly 
for the next six months of 2020, God willing. 
Prayers of the saints for wisdom, strength and 
good health will be appreciated.

Brian Johnston
I plan to be continuing in Zimbabwe, and then 
moving to Malawi. I will be back in the United 
Kingdom for Search for Truth recording at the 
end of the month.

Craig Jones
Our India visit continues into February, ending on 
the 11th. Thereafter I’ll be picking up my regular 
local responsibilities with a special meeting 
series in Toronto, the Tuesday evening Growing 
Disciples Bible class in Hamilton and ministry 
visit to Mount Forest.

Khupboih
From 27 January to 3 February I will be visiting 
Insein Assembly. From 5 to 10 February I will visit 
Suangphei Assembly. From 11 to 19 February I 
will have a home visit in Munlai. Finally, from 20 
February to 8 March I will be visiting Khumnuai 
Assembly, fellowship with the same, as well as 
doing some practical work at the hall.

Geralde Magusara
I will be leading a systematic Bible study in 
Lingig and New Dalaguete (second company 
of Montevista), translating Golden Bells, and 
continuing outreach in my home Assembly.

Karl Smith
February will include ministry in Ayr and a visit to 
Greenock in addition to my regular work locally.

Brian Tugwell
I will be in India for the whole of February.

Robert Wood
I return from support for Leigh in early February 
and for the remainder of the month I shall be in 
my home Assembly of Aberdeen.

David Woods
In addition to regular local and District activities 
I’ll be involved in the North West Youth Weekend, 
a short visit to Northern Ireland for the Men’s 
Study Day, and a family holiday week.

West Scotland’s Renfrew Conference on 2 January, at The Normandy 
Hotel, drew nearly 80 adults, the usual number being sadly reduced 
by illness. Two highlights were the 15 or so young folk, and the row 
of visitors from Greenock who greatly enjoyed a novel experience.
A guide to the ministry:
● Ben Strachan (Newcastle) ably presented the glory of the prom-
ised coming of the Lord from a series of Scriptures in Old and New 
Testaments.
●  Jo Johnson (Buckhaven), especially asked to speak on ‘Walking with 
the Lord through 2018-2019’. He  gave a deeply moving account of his 
experience of a rare destructive blood condition, and how his faith 
was strengthened by laying hold on God’s promises, especially those 
on the Golden Bells Calendar that he himself had contributed a few 
years before and were in print there at the point of greatest need. 
● David Woods (Manchester) very effectively expounded grace from 
a series of passages as the attitude of God towards us, and His gift of 
grace that we are expected to show to others.
●  Michael Johnston (Kirkintilloch) gave a presentation about ‘Beroean 
online - Young Writers for Young Readers’, usefully noting its purpose 
to provide a young persons’ ‘blog’ that can introduce them to writing 
on Christian experience and Biblical themes for a far wider audience 
than could be reached in print. 
● For CD or MP3 recordings from W.J. Bell at 0141 7762111; 
email  bellmyrtle20@ntlworld.com ; or visit  soundcloud.com/they-
maybeone

L. Burgoyne; M. Archibald

We enjoyed the company of some 75 at our Conference on 1 January, 
though several trusty supporters were missed because of illness. 
Hospitality by the local team was appreciated, and the audience was 
varied with families, young folk and a row of children.
● Gareth Andrews (Belfast) unfolded from 2 Peter 1 the richness 
of our wonderful opportunity to share in the divine nature and the 
conditions that must be met.
● Bryan Robertson (Ayr), revisiting his home city, gathered together 
the wealth of the promises of God, and sensitively explored the 
preparation needed to enter into them in full.
● Ian Lithgow focused on ‘Something missing’, David’s yearning for 
a permanent house for God, and his preparation of what would be 
needed; followed by our calling to build a spiritual house today, and 
the leading of the Spirit seen in documents from its inception.
● Angus McIlvenna (Middlesbrough), whose father and grandfather 
belonged to Glasgow, with verses from 1 Peter 5, Hebrews 12 and 
Ephesians 5, asked a series of searching questions about our spiritual 
health.
● For CD and mp3 recordings from W.J. Bell tel. 0141 776 2111; email 
bellmyrtle20@ntlworld.com ; or visit soundcloud.com/theymaybeone

R.E. Hawthorn, M. Archibald

Blessed around the Word at 
Renfrew

New Year Messages in Glasgow
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January
    
01 West Scotland District Glasgow 
  Conference
02 West Scotland District Renfrew  
 Conference
04 North West District Oversight
10 Deadline for February  
 Intelligence
11 South Wales District DySGu
17 North West District Teach-in
18 Northern Ireland District  
 Belfast Conference
18 North West District SOH
18 South East District YC
18 South Wales District Oversight 
25 South East District Overseers’  
 Meeting
25 South Wales District Praise  
 Evening
31 North American District CORD  
 retreat (Guelph)
31 North West District Youth  
 Weekend

February

08 Northern Ireland District  
 Men’s Study Day (Rosspark)
08 South East District Brothers’  
 Study Day (Romford)
08 South Wales District DySGu
10 Deadline for March  
 Intelligence
15 North American District Teen  
 Time weekend
22 North West District SOH

March

01 Mount Forest Summer Camp  
 Registration begins
04 South Wales District Oversight
07 North American District  
 Overseers’ Meeting
10 Deadline for April Intelligence
10 South Wales District DySGu
14 North West District Oversight
14 South East District Event  
 (Hayes)
28 North American District  
 CULTIV8  (Hamilton)
28 North West District YPM
28 South East District YC

April

04 North West District SOH
10 Deadline for May Intelligence
10 North American District Good  
 Friday Conference (Kingston,  
 Jamaica)
10 North American District Good  

 Friday Conference (Brantford)
12 North American District  
 Vacation Bible School  
 (Kingston, Jamaica)
18 North American District  
 Vancouver Conference (Van  
 Dusen Gardens?)
18 West Scotland District Spring  
 Conference
19 Fellowship Week of Prayer
25 North American District Spring  
 Conference (Littleton)
25 North West District Men’s  
 Study Day
25 South East District Overseers’  
 Meeting

May

01 North American District  
 Sisters’ Weekend (Guelph,  
 Toronto)
02 North West District Oversight
09 North American District 
 Overseers’ Meeting
09 North West District SOH
09 South Wales District DySGu
10 Deadline for June Intelligence
16 Northern Ireland District  
 Women’s Study Day (Rosspark)
16 North West District  
 Conference (Liverpool)
16 West Scotland District Youth  
 Event – The Bridge
23 Northern Ireland District Camp  
 Recruitment
29 North American District Spring  
 Alive

June

06 North West District YPM
06 South Wales District Oversight
09 South Wales District DySGu
10 Deadline for July Intelligence
13 North American District  
 CULTIV8 (Mount Forest Camp)
20 North West District SOH
20 South East District Event  
 (Crowborough)
20 South Wales District DySGu  
 Social Event
22 Northern Ireland District Camp  
 Prayer Meeting
27 South East District Overseers’  
 Meeting (optional)

July

01 Your Fellowship Rally Cefn Lea  
 Wales
10 Deadline for August &  
 September Intelligence
11 North West District Oversight
12 North American District  
 Mount Forest Boys’ and Girls’  
 Camp (Week 1)
12 Northern Ireland District  

HAYES

14.03.2020
Our Beautiful  

High Priest.

The Beauty of Christ - Beautiful High Priest
………………………………………………………

10.00am Welcome and Introduction

10.30am Keynote - Andy McIllree  
(Children’s programme will also run until 12.00pm)

11.00am Grab coffee and Carousel 
(Cafe style discussion on ‘Remembrance') 

12.00pm Lunch

1.00pm Reconvene and notices

1.45pm Keynote - Andy McIllree
(Children’s programme will also run until 3.15pm)

2.15pm Grab coffee and Carousel 
(Divine Intercessor)

3.15pm Notices and Singing

4pm Closing thoughts - Andy McIllree

4.15pm Round up

5pm Depart
……………………………………………………………

Crofton Halls, 27 Crofton Road, Orpington, Kent, BR6 8QE.

Fellowship 
Calendar 2020
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From the Editors

B E H O L D
1 _ 5  J U L Y  2 0 2 0  |  C E F N  L E A _ W A L E S

 Summer Camp (Ballycastle)
18 North West District Barbecue  
 (Wigan)
19 North American District Camp  
 Baldy Kids Camp
19 South Wales District Summer  
 Camp
25 North West District Summer  
 Camp
25 South East District Youth Camp
27 North American District  
 Mount Forest Day Camp
28 North American District Camp  
 Baldy Teen Camp
31 North American District  
 Mount Forest Family Camp

August

01 South East District Elevate
02 North West District Teen Camp
05 North American District  
 Gospel Defenders Camp  
 (Jamaica)
09 North American District  
 Mount Forest Boys’ and Girls’  
 Camp (Week 2)
13 North American District Camp  
 Baldy Family Camp
22 South East District Belgium  
 Camp
23 North American District  
 Mount Forest Teen Camp
30 North American District  
 Mount Forest Teen Camp  
 Praise Night (Hamilton)

September

05 North West District Oversight
05 Training for Service (Flaxlands)
08 South Wales District DySGu
09 South Wales District Oversight
10 Deadline for October  
 Intelligence
11 South East District Youth  
 Weekend
12 North West District SOH
26 North American District  
 Harvest Day – Mount Forest  
 Camp (Brantford)
26 North West District YPM
26 South East District Overseers’  
 Meeting

October

03 Northern Ireland District  
 Armagh Conference
04 North West District Week of  
 Prayer
10 Deadline for November  
 Intelligence
10 North West District Sisters’  
 Study Day
10 South Wales District DySGu
17 North American District  
 Victoria Fall Conference

17 North West District SOH
17 South East District Sisters’  
 Study Day (Crowborough)
19 North American District  
 Heroes Day Conference  
 (Kingston, Jamaica)
24 North American District  
 Toronto Conference
24 Northern Ireland District  
 Fellowship Day (Rosspark)
30 North American District Mens’  
 Weekend (Guelph)

November

06 Northern Ireland District  
 Annaluin Weekend
07 North American District  
 Overseers’ Meeting
07 North West District Oversight
07 South Wales District DySGu
10 Deadline for December  
 Intelligence
14 North American District  
 CULTIV8 (Hamilton)
14 North West District  
 Conference (Manchester)
14 South East District Event  
 (Wembley)
21 International Women’s Day of  
 Prayer
28 North West District YPM
28 South East District Overseers’  
 Meeting

December

05 Deadline for January  
 Intelligence
05 South East District YC
08 South Wales District DySGu
12 North West District SOH
26 North American District Deep  
 Freeze (Mount Forest Camp)
31 North American District  
 New Year’s Eve Fellowship  
 (Kingston, Jamaica)

 KEY:
DySGu - District Study Group, S. 
Wales
SOH - Sisters’ Open House
MFC - Mount Forest Camp
YC - Young Christians
YPM - Young Peoples’ Meeting
TTT - Ten to Thirteen

Before submitting an article please 
ensure it meets the following 
requirements:

Articles should be submitted by the 
10th day of the month. The only 
exceptions are August (no magazine) 
and December when editors would like 
to receive articles by the 5th day.

Articles should be sent to editors.
intelligence@gmail.com. Please do not 
send them to Guy or Steve’s personal 
email.

Please send articles unformatted using 
MS Word where possible. Formatting 
articles, though it seems helpful, 
actually creates additional work for the 
editors.

Do not embed images in articles. Send 
them separately as jpeg files.

Do not send articles using MS Publisher 
or MS PowerPoint.

Each article should have two signatories, 
the author and a supporting Overseer. 
This ensures that the article has been 
approved by the local Assembly.

Bear in mind that posters sent by pdf 
cannot be edited so double and triple 
check for errors before sending.
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Wedding in Pernampet
The wedding of David Anbu and Anusuya took place at Pernampet on 8 

December 2019. David was brought up in Nambikkai Illam, run by Faith Welfare 
Trust. He says he cannot stop smiling every time he looks at his bride.

Brian Tugwell

SOUTH EAST MEN’S STUDY DAY
Saturday 8 February

MOSES
The Reluctant Leader

10.30 - 4.00

St James’s Place
30 Lombard Street
London  EC3V 9BQ

For further details please contact 
Andy Merchant

ajmerchant@gmail.com

We were delighted to have Andy McIlree with us again from late September to late November, after a gap of some 10 
years. It was a real joy to have our brother back with us and to sit under his ministry.

In Melbourne, his subject for our advertised meetings was “Seeing Christ in our Churches”, in which he portrayed the 
relationship between the “bride” and the “heavenly Bridegroom” as seen in Eve, Rebekah, Israel, Ruth, the beloved in the 
Song and ultimately in the Church as described in Revelation.  Andy’s ministry was, as always, Christ-centred, causing us 
to marvel at God’s eternal purpose in His Son, typified so wonderfully over millennia and into the eternal Day.  Several 
visitors attended the meetings, including a couple well known to us from Open Brethren; also a couple from the Church of 
Latter Day Saints who attend a good number of our meetings, and other friends. The messages have been recorded and 
are available if anyone would like to hear them. Just make contact! 

Moreover, Andy refreshed the spirits of the saints with a series of messages from the (so called) “minor” prophets, in 
particular from Hosea, Joel, Micah, Amos, Jonah, Habakkuk, Obadiah and Zechariah.  Andy brought out from each of these 
men of God messages which variously stirred, comforted, challenged and exhorted us to honour Him who gave Himself 
for us in all our ways.

Then Andy visited Bundaberg for 3 Lord’s Days from late October to mid-November. Using a PowerPoint presentation he 
ministered on the Book of Ruth, to focus on the Lord Jesus Christ and our gracious God who loves Jew and Gentile alike.  
The messages were much appreciated by all and now we look forward to reading Andy’s recent book “Boaz” for on-going 
study and edification. We also thoroughly enjoyed several times of fellowship spent with our brother including a day bus 
trip to the country, all greatly appreciated by everyone. We thank our gracious God and Andy for his visit.

Next, he spent 5 days, including a Lord’s Day, in Christchurch, New Zealand with our three beloved sisters there  - Mildred, 
Margaret and Lyn.  They greatly enjoyed his visit which included his contributions to their Friday evening and Lord’s Day 
morning “get-togethers”.  Please remember in prayer the “faithful three” in Christchurch who are unable to break bread in 
their city since the closure of the Church there some years ago.  Finally, Andy came back to Melbourne for his last few days 
which included an “evening with Andy” at Ross and Sarah (and little Reuben) King’s house, before he flew back to enjoy a 
Scottish winter.  We will miss him greatly, as we always do when a ministering brother leaves us!

We thank our brother for his time with us and his exercise of heart and mind in bringing to us the word of God so freshly. 
May it be to the glory of our God.   

Colin Pukallus; Ron Busby; Roy Dickson

Andy McIlree’s Visit to Australia



7

At Home with the Lord - Philip Thomas, 
Swindon, England

Baptism in 
Greenock

On 6 August 2019 our beloved brother Philip Thomas, 
aged 88, passed peacefully into the presence of the 

Lord he loved and so looked forward to meeting, 
having faithfully served Him all his long life.

Philip was born in Cardiff where he grew 
up. Both his parents died when he was 10 
years old and his grandmother took over the 
care of Philip and his sister Audrey. He was 
baptised and added to the Church in Cardiff 
where he met Jean. They married in 1952 in 
Kings Road Hall and a few years later moved 
to London for his work. They were then in 
Wembley Assembly where he became a 
deacon. He was known for his reliability and 
thoroughness in all that he undertook.

When he retired they moved to Yeovil and 
were in the Church there until its closure in 

2001, and then moved to Swindon where he 
served as a deacon and is much missed by those in 

the Assembly for his gracious manner and Christlike 
character.

Philip was a loving and devoted husband, caring for Jean 
after her stroke, and when she was moved into care he never missed a daily visit 
except once when he had an operation for cataracts. He was also a loving father, 
grandfather and great-grandfather. 

He was a devout Christian, loving His Saviour. This love was reflected in his life, 
person and witness to others. He was a very kind and thoughtful man, private, 
humble and never complaining. He had a great love for God’s creation, expressing 
that in his love of gardening and in his art.

Dementia diminished his memory latterly, but he continued to help others and 
to show gratitude to those who looked after him. For the last 3 years of his life he 
was cared for by the staff at Kingston House in Calne, to whom the family are very 
grateful for their diligence and kindness.  

During the funeral service on 20 August, Alistair Taylor provided three personal 
thoughts about Philip:

His strong faith – Being confident of this, that He who began a good work in you 
will carry it on to completion, until the day of Christ Jesus (Phil. 1:6)

His firm grip (handshake) – For we have become partakers of Christ, if we hold 
fast the beginning of our assurance, firm unto the end (Heb. 3:14).

His ready smile - Those who look to Him are radiant; their faces are never covered 
with shame(Ps 34:5).

His grandson-in-law Andy Tugwell read Psalm 23. 
At the graveside Philip’s grandson, David Goodchild, read John 14:1-3.
We commend to your prayers family members, friends, those in Swindon and 

many others who will so greatly miss our dear brother Philip. 
Colin Jarvis; Alistair Taylor

We had the joy of a baptismal 
service in Greenock on 22 December 
when Mina Coventry made her public 
commitment to follow our Lord Jesus. 
Over a dozen of her relatives and friends 
joined us in Cedar Hall for the occasion. 
This gave us the opportunity to explain 
how our Lord Jesus meets the spiritual 
needs and changes the lives of those 
who put their trust in Him. New life in 
Christ opens the door to the possibility 
of a lifetime of dedicated discipleship, 
lived out in gratitude to the Lord for His 
love and grace.

Mina was received into the Assembly 
on the last Lord’s Day of 2019 and 
enjoyed the privilege of taking the 
emblems at the Remembrance for the 
first time, as she had desired. Please 
pray for our sister as she progresses in 
her understanding of God’s purposes 
for her, and pray for the Assembly to 
provide good ongoing support in her 
spiritual growth. We are thankful to 
the Lord for this blessing and look to 
Him to bring more disciples to us in the 
coming days.

 John Black; Gordon McKay

WEEKEND FOR SISTERS
28 February to 1 March 2020

The Fenwick Hotel, Fenwick, Kilmarnock KA3 6AU

As a follow up to the 2019 Weekend when we looked at ‘The 
All-Sufficient Shepherd, the subject for 2020 is

“The Glory of The King” – Psalm 24
Guest Speaker: Dave Webster (Liverpool)

Full details will be sent to Assemblies in Scotland, and a warm 
welcome is extended to sisters from other areas.

Further details from Eleanor Reilly
0141 887 1423; e-mail L111nor@talktalk.net
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Notice Board

Text for the Month

February

08 Northern Ireland District  
 Men’s Study Day (Rosspark)
08 South East District Brothers’  
 Study Day (Romford)
08 South Wales District DySGu
10 Deadline for March  
 Intelligence
15 North American District  
 Teen Time weekend
22 North West District SOH

KEY:
DySGu - District Study Group, S. Wales
SOH - Sisters’ Open House
MFC - Mount Forest Camp
TTT - Ten to Thirteen
YC - Young Christians
YPM - Young Peoples’ Meeting

that is, in Christ God was reconciling 
the world to himself, not counting 
their trespasses against them, and 
entrusting to us the message of 
reconciliation. Therefore, we are 
ambassadors for Christ, God making 
his appeal through us. We implore 
you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled 
to God. 2 Corinthians 5:19-20

Regent Hall, the 
meeting place of 
the Church of God 
in Kirkintilloch, 
was absolutely 
packed for this 
special outreach 
event which took 
place on the last 
Sunday of 2019.  
We had excellent 
s u p p o r t  f r o m 
Assemblies across 
Scotland and the 

many contacts that they had brought along to hear the Gospel.
The programme was informal and lively, arresting the attention of young 

and older folk.  David and Norma Aitken tested us with a topical quiz featuring 
questions, mainly covering events over the past year. Then Jim Cranson, ably 
assisted by Elsie Meek on the keyboard, led the community singing and ‘raised 
the roof’ with hymns old and new.  A short video clip was shown, called ‘Falling 
Plates’, which powerfully illustrated our need for a restored relationship with God.  
There was a seasonal Gospel song from the Kilmarnock trio (Jim and Irene Cranson 
and Len Burgoyne). Then Leonard Ross from Aberdeen held our attention with 
his message about the importance of the tree, and especially the tree of Calvary 
where the Lord Jesus died to save us.

There were opportunities after the event to talk to visitors over an abundance 
of savouries and 
c a k e s  d u r i n g 
the refreshment 
t i m e .  I t  w a s 
great to share 
the Gospel  in 
a n  i n f o r m a l 
setting and we 
are praying that 
the  Lord  may 
transform lives 
as a result.

Tony Smith; 
Karl Smith

End of Year Informal Gospel Event


