
Chennai New Year Conference  4 
January 2020

The theme for the Conference was 
“Our God is Able”. Brother Edward 
(Ravulapalem) narrated the history of 
the work in India from the first planting 
in October 1960. He referred to 2 Cor. 
9:8, Rom. 14:4, 2 Pet. 2:10, Dan. 3:17 and 
Dan. 6:20, and reminded us that God is 
able to save. Finally, he encouraged us 
with Eph. 3:20,21 and Heb. 7:25.

Brother Cyrus’ (Chennai) message was 
about motivating saints to give and do 
good, even in trouble, for God is able 
to provide (2 Cor. 9:8, Lk. 21:1-4; 1 Kin. 
17).  God is generous (Mat. 6) so we can 
be also.

Brother Immanuel (Pallavaram) also 
offered thoughts on 2 Cor. 9:8 in his first 
ever address to us.

Pernampet New Year Conference 1 
January 2020

Brother Devanason joined Pernampet 
for their Conference. Like Chennai, they 
followed the theme “Our God is Able”.

Pongal Studies Chennai  15-17 January 
Craig Jones led us over 3 days on 

aspects of “the Call of Christ”.  We 
considered the call to Christ and by Christ; called as we are and called to die. Called 
to be saints serving in a community. Called to obey and to simple dependence. 
Those who attended from Chennai, Pallavaram and Mubagal were treated to great 
exposition from the word of God. 

R.Deivasagayam; M.T.Chandrasekaran
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The great sin question had loomed large for centuries on end, indeed ever since 
Adam sinned in the Garden of Eden. God both knew and had the perfect answer! Way 
back at the Fall He had made it clear “the woman’s seed would bruise the serpent’s 
head” (Gen. 3:15). What it needed above all else was a Daysman (mediator) who could 
be the acceptable mediator between God and man (Job 9:33).                                                                                

Who could that be? The only one must be the man Christ Jesus who gave Himself a 
ransom for all (1 Tim. 2:5-6); one who was both divine - Son of God,- and human; who 
had become flesh and dwelt on earth among humans. He is God manifest in flesh. Here 
was One who could bridge the gulf between God and man, and lay his hand on both.                                                                         

Our Lord Jesus Christ was born of Mary, a virgin, and of the Holy Spirit -  unique, 
not like us (Ps. 51:52), born in sin and shapen in iniquity. Jesus Christ was born holy, 
perfect and without sin and remained holy. As prophesied by God, He was born of a 
woman. It was at the cross where Jesus tasted death for every man (Heb. 2:9).  He 
bruised the serpent’s head. Christ died for our sins. On the cross He could say “It is 
finished”, thus stating the work was fully done, completed (John 19:30). Three days 
later, His resurrection confirmed it.

We can look to the cross work of our Lord Jesus and say that is where He gained the 
victory for us. By His action of love we are now able to be reconciled to God. “Thanks 
be unto God who giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Cor. 15:57). 
“There is no other name given amongst men wherein we must be saved” (Acts 4:12). 
The very name Jesus means He shall save his people from their sins (Matt. 1:21). He 
came to seek and save that which is lost. He has done that to the glory of God and 
the salvation of believing humans.

Neville Coomer

The Daysman (Mediator)

YFR 2020 is fast approaching!
The speakers are preparing, travel 

plans are being made and the venue is 
getting ready for what, God willing, will 
be another fabulous few days of Christian 
fellowship with enriching seminars, 
ministry and update sessions. 

This year the theme is ‘Behold’, aiming 
to focus on the Lord Jesus during His time 
on earth and seeing how He managed the 
various situations He found Himself in. By 
seeing His very human reactions, we can 
apply helpful lessons to our own lives so 
we become more profitable servants and 
feel  less conflicted between our new and 
old natures. 

We’ll start by considering His position 
as Son of God and then move on to how 
He used discipline in His life and managed 
pressure, challenge, and resistance. 
We will further examine His life, full of 
meaning and trust, which was always 
ready with the right perspective and care 
for people and ultimately triumphed with 
His sacrificial love.

We appreciate it’s a busy time of the 
year but YFR only happens once every 
4 years and we trust the Lord will bless 
the time spent together once again. So 
do please consider joining us.

Remember the event is now ‘Your 
Fellowship Rally’ which really means 
everyone should consider attending.

Where and when: Wednesday 1 July 
to Sunday 5 July in Cefn Lea Park, mid 
Wales, starting with dinner from 6pm 
on Wednesday, opening session at 9pm 
and finishing on Sunday at 2:30pm in 
Birmingham.

If you’re unable to come the whole 
time, you’re still very welcome to come 
when you’re able to.

Booking is easy - check online at www.
yourfellowshiprally.com or Facebook 
page. 

Book by 30 April to save £15/adult.
If taking children out of school might 

cause difficulties, please email the 
committee to receive a letter template 
that could be sent to local headteachers.

Regardless of whether you are able 
to attend this year, we are grateful for 
ongoing prayer and financial support of 
the event.

With love in Him, YFR committee
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I was born into a polygamous non-
Christian family, with a father who had 
three wives and 18 children. 14 of the 
children are still alive today. We lived in 
a three bedroom flat. My father was a 
native doctor and an idolater. His room 
was his office where he carried out his 
trade. I grew up helping him to carry 
out the chores relating to his traditional 
religion and trade.

I am married to Irene, and we are 
blessed by God’s grace with three children 
and two grandchildren. We are very 
thankful for our family. I was about 12 

years old when I gave serious thought to what I had been hearing in Sunday School. 
John 3:16 was well taught, the love of God through His Son. This was in 1965 when 
I received Jesus Christ as my personal Saviour by faith. I was baptised and added to 
the Church of God in Surulere. This was my early beginning as a Christian.

The call of God to full time work as a missionary was very clear although it took 
me three years to say ‘Yes’ to the Lord. It all started in 1983 at a funeral service for 
one of our African missionaries in his village of Akarakumoh, Lagos State, Nigeria. 
The Bible passage read was Josh. 1:1-2. The service continued but I seemed to not 
be there in the hall. I was in tears pleading to the Lord that it could not be me. On 
returning home after the funeral, I went back to the Bible passage in Joshua and 
read up to verse 9, the promises God gave Joshua that were to be mine. Three years 
followed where I was still seeking assurance from the Lord that this was not some 
wishful thinking of mine. My wife was very supportive and gave the encouragement 
to go forward, going from known to unknown as far as our future family upkeep 
was concerned.  

My first work outside Nigeria was in 1989, to pioneer the establishment of the 
Church of God in Ghana. Travelling by road to Ghana takes about 12-13 hours as 
one has to go through two countries, Benin and Togo, six borders with immigration 
and custom check points, and the challenges of bad conditions on the roads. When 
border security officers see the foreign number plates of a vehicle they become a little 
difficult. The Lord always kept His word to see me through, and now we have two 
Assemblies in Ghana, the first planted in 1994 and the second planted in April 2012. 

I thank God because in His goodness my background has enabled me to respond 
to  matters concerning  the body, soul and spirit, particularly in countries where  
poverty, ignorance, and disease have caused much damage and dehumanised the 
people. I was born into poverty and could respond to the needs of the people in a 
realistic way. Although the early missionaries did a lot and showed us the way, they 
were limited by their cultural background to some extent. The African missionary 
understands the African people better.

It has been a great privilege to be involved with the pioneering of new Assemblies 
in Nigeria, Ghana and Malawi. My missionary work has also taken me to Liberia, 
Kenya and Uganda. I recall an experience while travelling to Ghana from Nigeria 
some years ago. The Immigration Officer at one of the border points had collected 
my travel document (passport) for the usual clearance. He inquired, “What do you 
have for the flesh?” I thought that was very funny and smart of him, so I gave him 
some money for a loaf of bread. As a missionary in Africa, although the primary 
focus is to preach the Gospel for the salvation of souls, the physical needs of the 
people are not overlooked.  

In Matt. 28:18-20 we can say that all who 
are saved are included in the great plan 
of God; also Eph. 2:8-10. This is the Lord 
mobilising all for mission. To go out in full 
time service, be sure of the word of the 
Lord to you when He calls you; what He has 
revealed to you about your service for Him, 
not what you want to do for Him. It is only 
then that you can go by saying “Here I am. 
Send me”. When the challenging days come 
you will need such assurances from His word. 

Spotlight on Mark 
Imoukhuede

The walkers are looking forward to 
the coasts and mountains of the Isle of 
Man for this year’s walks.  The spring air, 
gentle exercise, and Christian fellowship 
go well together.  New walkers are very 
welcome.

www.micaiah.org.uk/walking

Peter & Margaret Stoner

Easter Walking 
Holiday in the Isle 

of Man
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For Prayer 
Ministering Brethren

March and onwards

Kevin Beal
At the end of March I will be heading 
to the Philippines before heading to 
Myanmar for the Insein Camp.

John Black
I expect to be operating locally in the 
coming days.

Phil Brennan
These first three months of the 
year are taken up with Buxton, 
Nottingham, Liverpool, Oversight 
and pastoral duties in the Midlands 
District, preparation for further 
teaching ministry, study weekends, 
camps and Training for Service. I 
leave for three weeks of ministry 
based in Brantford, Ontario on 24 
March.

Gbenga Fagbenle
I am still going to be in Accra, Ghana 
through to the end of March .

Brian Johnston
I plan to spend virtually all of March 
in the Philippines.

Craig Jones
March is Ontario-based for me: 
special ministry series in Toronto 
continuing, usual monthly visit to 
Mount Forest and continuing weekly 
visits to Hamilton for the Growing 
Disciples study group.

Geralde Magusara
I will be leading a systematic Bible 
study in Makopa and Longanapan, 
working in Pantukan and Bango, and 
translating the Golden Bells calendar.

Andy McIlree
God willing, I hope to be in Victoria, 
British Columbia from mid February 
to early March, and will then visit 
Hayes in mid March.

Anthony Nemi
In March I hope to work with 
two Assemblies, Ibedeni and 
Akarakumoh, ministering the word 
of God and engaging in door to door 
evangelism.

Robert Wood
I shall be in Aberdeen for the majority 
of March. Towards the end of the 
month I’ll be in Leigh to support the 
Assembly during Brian’s absence.

David Woods
I’ll be at the Midlands Women’s 
Weekend, then Nottingham for a 
fortnight, alongside local and North 
West District regular activities.

T h e  A s s e m b l y 
was planted in the 
rural  ‘townland’ of 
Knocknacloy, County 
Tyrone, Northern Ireland 
in  December 1925, 
comprising a small group 
of 17 local Christians 
- some farmers, who 
had become dissatisfied 
with the teaching of local 
churches. Initially, on 
farmland donated by a 
local sister, a wooden hall 

was built for the Assembly to meet in.  In 1961 a new hall was completed and by 1945 
there were 45 saints on the roll. For a number of Ministering Brethren, Knocknacloy 
was their first assignment as they were sent out into the work of the Lord, among 
whom was Andy McIlree. Over the years, as a result of local youth work, a number 
of young disciples were baptised in Knocknacloy hall, and at various times ministry 
meetings on such subjects as ‘The Tabernacle’ were conducted by George Prasher, 
Harry King and others. 

In more recent years, a Friday night youth work attracted a number of youngsters 
from local families, some of whom attended the Northern Ireland camps. Other 
outreach activities such as  ‘Christianity Explored’ courses have also been conducted, 
always attracting a small handful of visitors, and outreach has taken place in the 
surrounding area, including taking a Gospel unit to some of the agricultural shows 
that are held every year, for witness to the wider rural community. House meetings 
at Christmas and Easter, when the gospel has been shared with local neighbours, 
including many from the Catholic community, have taken place for a number of 
years, and these can, God willing, continue. An annual Bible teaching conference, 
arranged by the District, has also been one of the highlights of the Assembly year, 
and at the last one in October 2019, the three speakers - John Watts, Lindsay Woods 
and Graham Smith - gave messages to a full hall of saints from around the District.

In recent years the numbers in the Assembly have dwindled due to older saints 
being called home and some moving on. So, after a District decision to close the 
Assembly, on 29 December, 94 years after the Assembly was planted, the last 
Remembrance was held with visitors from Armagh, Cullybackey and Belfast joining 
with the 5 remaining locals. A letter from the District was read by Lindsay Woods, 
recalling events in the history of the Assembly and which honoured the Lord for His 
faithfulness over many years of witness. Another very suitable letter, also recalling 
past personal experiences, was received from Andy McIlree and also read. 

Following the Remembrance all present had a time of fellowship over a meal, and 
enjoyed sharing memories helped by a collection of photographs of local saints from 
the earlier days. The photos reminded us that life has changed a lot since 1925!  
But the Lord has not changed:  “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and 
forever” (Hebrews 13: 8). The remaining saints are now transferred to Armagh 
Assembly which is located 8 miles away and, with the increased number, opportunity 
is given to strengthen and develop the testimony there. The two Assemblies have 
collaborated in a number of ways in the last few years.

We would like to thank you for your prayers over all the years, and trust that all 
that has been done for the Lord over the years will have eternal value, when God 
will receive all the glory!

On behalf of the N. Ireland District,
Lindsay Woods (Chairman); Ian Lockhart (Correspondent)

Mamie Simpson, Vangie Anderson (both now at home with the 
Lord), Sue Grierson, John Watts, Norah Watts, Robert Milligan,         

Dan Grierson, Gilbert Grierson. (taken some years ago)

Report on the closure of the Church of 
God in Knocknacloy, N. Ireland

The Newcastle Assembly was delighted to 
welcome Janet Travi and her daughter Ruth Ahabue, 
making a return visit to Newcastle with grandson 
Zach and great grandson Isaac, nearly 2.  They cooked 
a delicious Nigerian feast for us, including fried fish, 
plantain and peppered goat, and then, with Rachel 
McIlvenna, sang Nigerian songs to us encouraging 
all to join in.  The North East Assemblies value their 
links with Nigeria over many years and we viewed 
lots of photos, the oldest being a group setting sail 
from Liverpool in 1920, a year before the Assembly 
in Lagos was planted.  Oluwa Dara.

P.J. Stoner; S.J. Stoner

Nigerian 100 Year Journey
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January

01 West Scotland District Glasgow  
 Conference
02 West Scotland District Renfrew  
 Conference
04 North West District Oversight
10 Deadline for February  
 Intelligence
11 South Wales District DySGu
17 North West District Teach-in
18 Northern Ireland District  
 Belfast Conference
18 North West District SOH
18 South East District YC
18 South Wales District Oversight 
25 South East District Overseers’  
 Meeting
25 South Wales District Praise  
 Evening
31 North American District CORD  
 retreat (Guelph)
31 North West District Youth  
 Weekend

February

08 Midlands District Vine Event  
 (Birmingham)
08 Northern Ireland District  
 Men’s Study Day (Rosspark)
08 South East District Brothers’  
 Study Day (Romford)
08 South Wales District DySGu
10 Deadline for March  
 Intelligence
15 North American District Teen  
 Time weekend
22 North West District SOH

March

01 Mount Forest Summer Camp  
 Registration begins
07 North American District  
 Overseers’ Meeting
10 Deadline for April Intelligence
10 South Wales District DySGu
14 Midlands District Overseers’  
 Meeting (Leicester)
14 North West District Oversight
14 South East District Event  
 (Hayes)
28 North American District  
 CULTIV8  (Hamilton)
28 North West District YPM
28 South East District YC

April

04 North West District SOH
10 Deadline for May Intelligence
10 North American District Good  
 Friday Conference (Kingston,  

 Jamaica)
10 North American District Good  
 Friday Conference (Brantford)
12 North American District  
 Vacation Bible School  
 (Kingston, Jamaica)
18 North American District  
 Vancouver Conference (Van  
 Dusen Gardens?)
18 West Scotland District Spring  
 Conference
19 Fellowship Week of Prayer
25 North American District Spring  
 Conference (Littleton)
25 North West District Men’s  
 Study Day
25 South East District Overseers’  
 Meeting

May

01 North American District  
 Sisters’ Weekend (Guelph,  
 Toronto)
02 Midlands District Event  
 (Normanton-on-Soar)
02 North West District Oversight
09 North American District  
 Overseers’ Meeting
09 North West District SOH
09 South Wales District DySGu
10 Deadline for June Intelligence
16 Midlands District Vine Event  
 (Nottingham)
16 Northern Ireland District  
 Women’s Study Day (Rosspark)
16 North West District  
 Conference (Liverpool)
16 West Scotland District Youth  
 Event – The Bridge
23 Northern Ireland District Camp  
 Recruitment
29 North American District Spring  
 Alive

June

06 Midlands District Overseers’  
 Meeting (Leicester)
06 North West District YPM
06 South Wales District Oversight
07 Midlands District Church in the  
 Park (Birmingham)
09 South Wales District DySGu
10 Deadline for July Intelligence
13 North American District  
 CULTIV8 (Mount Forest Camp)
14 Midlands District Church in the  
 Park (Birmingham)
20 North West District SOH
20 South East District Event  
 (Crowborough)
20 South Wales District DySGu  
 Social Event
21 Midlands District Church in the  
 Park (Birmingham)
22 Northern Ireland District Camp  
 Prayer Meeting

HAYES

14.03.2020
Our Beautiful  

High Priest.

The Beauty of Christ - Beautiful High Priest
………………………………………………………

10.00am Welcome and Introduction

10.30am Keynote - Andy McIllree  
(Children’s programme will also run until 12.00pm)

11.00am Grab coffee and Carousel 
(Cafe style discussion on ‘Remembrance') 

12.00pm Lunch

1.00pm Reconvene and notices

1.45pm Keynote - Andy McIllree
(Children’s programme will also run until 3.15pm)

2.15pm Grab coffee and Carousel 
(Divine Intercessor)

3.15pm Notices and Singing

4pm Closing thoughts - Andy McIllree

4.15pm Round up

5pm Depart
……………………………………………………………

Crofton Halls, 27 Crofton Road, Orpington, Kent, BR6 8QE.

Fellowship 
Calendar 2020
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From the Editors
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27 South East District Overseers’  
 Meeting (optional)
28 Midlands District Church in the  
 Park (Birmingham)

July

01 Your Fellowship Rally Cefn Lea  
 Wales
05 Midlands District Church in the  
 Park (Birmingham)
10 Deadline for August &  
 September Intelligence
11 North West District Oversight
12 Midlands District Church in the  
 Park (Birmingham)
12 North American District  
 Mount Forest Boys’ and Girls’  
 Camp (Week 1)
12 Northern Ireland District  
 Summer Camp (Ballycastle)
18 North West District Barbecue  
 (Wigan)
19 Midlands District Church in the  
 Park (Birmingham)
19 North American District Camp  
 Baldy Kids Camp
19 South Wales District Summer  
 Camp
25 North West District Summer  
 Camp
25 South East District Youth Camp
26 Midlands District Church in the  
 Park (Birmingham)
27 North American District  
 Mount Forest Day Camp
28 North American District Camp  
 Baldy Teen Camp
31 North American District  
 Mount Forest Family Camp

August

01 South East District Elevate
02 Midlands District Youth Camp 
 (Rangemore, Burton-upon- 
 Trent)
02 North West District Teen Camp
05 North American District  
 Gospel Defenders Camp  
 (Jamaica)
09 North American District  
 Mount Forest Boys’ and Girls’  
 Camp (Week 2)
13 North American District Camp  
 Baldy Family Camp
13 South East District Belgian  
 Camp
23 North American District  
 Mount Forest Teen Camp
30 North American District  
 Mount Forest Teen Camp  
 Praise Night (Hamilton)

September

05 Midlands District Overseers’  
 Meeting (Leicester)

05 North West District Oversight
05 Training for Service (Flaxlands)
08 South Wales District DySGu
09 South Wales District Oversight
10 Deadline for October  
 Intelligence
11 South East District Youth  
 Weekend
12 North West District SOH
26 North American District  
 Harvest Day – Mount Forest  
 Camp (Brantford)
26 North West District YPM
26 South East District Overseers’  
 Meeting

October

03 Midlands District Conference  
 (Stoke)
03 Northern Ireland District  
 Armagh Conference
04 North West District Week of  
 Prayer
10 Deadline for November  
 Intelligence
10 North West District Sisters’  
 Study Day
10 South Wales District DySGu
17 North American District  
 Victoria Fall Conference
17 North West District SOH
17 South East District Sisters’  
 Study Day (Crowborough)
19 North American District  
 Heroes Day Conference  
 (Kingston, Jamaica)
24 North American District  
 Toronto Conference
24 Northern Ireland District  
 Fellowship Day (Rosspark)
30 North American District Mens’  
 Weekend (Guelph)

November

06 Northern Ireland District  
 Annaluin Weekend
07 North American District  
 Overseers’ Meeting
07 North West District Oversight
07 South Wales District DySGu
10 Deadline for December  
 Intelligence
14 North American District  
 CULTIV8 (Hamilton)
14 North West District  
 Conference (Manchester)
14 South East District Event  
 (Wembley)
18 Midlands District Vine Event  
 (Stoke)
21 International Women’s Day of  
 Prayer
28 North West District YPM
28 South East District Overseers’  
 Meeting

Before submitting an article please 
ensure it meets the following 
requirements:
Articles should be submitted by the 
10th day of the month. The only 
exceptions are August (no magazine) 
and December when editors would like 
to receive articles by the 5th day.
Articles should be sent to editors.
intelligence@gmail.com. Please do not 
send them to Guy or Steve’s personal 
email.
Please send articles unformatted using 
MS Word where possible. Formatting 
articles, though it seems helpful, 
actually creates additional work for the 
editors.
Do not embed images in articles. Send 
them separately as jpeg files.
Do not send articles using MS Publisher 
or MS PowerPoint.
Each article should have two signatories, 
the author and a supporting Overseer. 
This ensures that the article has been 
approved by the local Assembly.
Bear in mind that posters sent by pdf 
cannot be edited so double and triple 
check for errors before sending.

December

05 Deadline for January  
 Intelligence 
05 Midlands District Overseers’  
 Meeting (Leicester)
05 South East District YC
08 South Wales District DySGu
12 North West District SOH
26 North American District Deep  
 Freeze (Mount Forest Camp)
31 North American District  
 New Year’s Eve Fellowship  
 (Kingston, Jamaica)
 KEY:

DySGu - District Study Group, S. Wales
SOH - Sisters’ Open House
MFC - Mount Forest Camp
YC - Young Christians
YPM - Young Peoples’ Meeting
TTT - Ten to Thirteen



power failed, plunging the cavernous 
interior of the ship into darkness. The ship, 
as you will now know, was the “Lusitania”.  
It sank in under 20 minutes with the loss 
of 1,191 lives, including 405 crew.  

John Herbert Woods didn’t survive, 
his body was not recovered but he 
is commemorated on the Tower Hill 
Memorial in London. To add to his widow’s 
sorrow John’s untimely death also meant 
that some of his children had to be placed 
in a seaman’s orphanage for a time.  

Chrissie Nicol Marshall 
Lizzie Stark Aitken, to 
give her full name, was 
the only member of 
her family to survive 
-  she lived for a further 
77 years. 

The front cover 
of the June 1915 
Intelligence detailed 
the news of the sinking 
of the Lusitania and 
the death of James 

Aitken, Jarvie Aitken and his three year 
old son along with nearly 1,200 others. 
John Herbert Woods is not mentioned by 
name in the June 1915 article.  However, 
the April 1982 
e d i t i o n  o f 
Intel l igence 
r e p o r t e d 
the news of 
John’s great 
granddaughter 
A n g e l a ’ s 
baptism on 
the 7 March 
in Liverpool. 
Ange Seddon 
of Manchester, 
as she is now, 
is not the only 
present day 
l ink  to  the 
d i saster  o f 
the sinking of 
the Lusitania.  
C h r i s s i e ’ s 
great nephew’s and nieces, through her 
brother’s marriage to Grace Mackay 
Taylor, include Alistair Taylor of Swindon.  

A topical Gospel tract, “The Hidden 
Foe” by H. Elson, was quickly produced 
for distribution in the thousands. Do you 
have a copy we can add to the archives?

Chrissie’s own account of the disaster 
can be found at the following link:

www.rmslusitania.info/people/second-
cabin/chrissie-aitken/

Martin Jones; Chris Sutton

journey to Liverpool. 
John, labouring below decks, was joined 

by 693 other crew and 1,265 passengers. 
One of these passengers was 16 year old 
Chrissie Aitken who was traveling with 
her widowed father James, her widowed 

brother Jarvie, 
and her infant 
n e p h e w 
James Jarvie, 
Jr. Chrissie’s 
mother Jessie 
(née Jarvie) 
had died in 
Scotland in 
1908 and her 
father decided 
in 1912 to go 
to Canada, 
w h e re  h e r 
brother was 

living. Her brother Jarvie had married 
Grace Mackay Taylor, a fellow Scot, in 
1911 in Merritt, British Columbia where a 
Church of God had been planted.  Grace 
died in 1914, aged just 28, so James and 
Jarvie decided to return to Scotland, 

bringing Chrissie and 
James Jarvie, Jr. with 
them. The family 
were booked to sail 
on the “Cameronia” 
but were transferred 
onto John’s ship 
when they arrived 
in New York from 
Chicago. Chrissie’s 
a c c o m m o d a t i o n 
on board was in a 
cabin next door to 
her father, Jarvie, 
and James Jarvie Jr., 

several decks above where John Woods 
was working.

On 7 May 1915 at 14:10 the ship was 
10 miles south of Kinsale, County Cork, 
Ireland. Chrissie had completed her lunch, 
having left her family, and returned to her 
cabin when the ship was hit by a torpedo 
fired from a German U-boat submarine. A 
report from the time said “It sounded like a 
million-ton hammer hitting a steam boiler 
a hundred feet high”. At 14:14 electrical 
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If you attend Liverpool Conference 
on 16 May 2020 you will pass by the 
new Northcote Primary School as you 
approach the venue on Cavendish Drive. 
The original school was built on the 
same site in 1903 on what was the now 
demolished Northcote Road. 

Nearby, Gladstone Road remains and 
it was here at number 11 that John 
Herbert Woods, the 36 year old born in 
Bolton, lived with his wife Margaret in 
April 1911. Their three children at the 
time probably attended the Northcote 
School as did eventually some of his great 
grandchildren. Later in 1911, William their 
fourth child arrived and the family moved 
to 46 Northcote Road.

It was from here 
in April 1915 that 
John said goodbye 
to his wife and his 
now six children, 
the youngest of 
which was only 
born on 26 March 
1915. He was off 
to his work as a 

“Greaser” in the boiler room on board one 
of the many ships sailing out of the Port of 
Liverpool.  His ship set sail from Liverpool 
on 17 April bound for New York on its 201st 
transatlantic voyage. As one of Cunard’s 
two fastest vessels, it had held the ‘Blue 
Riband’ for the fastest Atlantic crossing, 
but this voyage would make records of a 
different kind. Cunard had shut down one 
of the ship’s four boiler rooms to reduce 
costs on sparsely subscribed wartime 
voyages, reducing her top speed and 
making the ship more vulnerable. 

At noon on the 1 May 1915 the ship set 
sail from Pier 54 in New York on its return 

The Lusitania
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At Home with the Lord - Ruth Porteous, 
Ayr, Scotland

Following a long illness our beloved 
sister Ruth Porteous passed into the 
presence of her Lord and Master on 
25 December 2019, aged 88. Many 
will remember her as Ruth Watt from 
the Assembly in Macduff where she 
was baptised as a teenager. With her 
husband Alex she came to live in Ayr 
in September 1993, and continued 
faithfully in the Church here until latterly 
unable to do so. The funeral service was 
a quiet family affair to which a few close 
friends and Ayr Assembly were invited. 
Ruth leaves her husband Alex who is 
90, assisted by staff from the nursing 
home to the service, and their sons Jim 
and Graeme.  Ruth’s brother Donald in 
Canada, and sister Dorothy in Macduff 

could not be present.
Rodney Johnston, nephew of Ruth and Alex, ably took the committal service 

at Ayr Cemetery, reading Psalm 121 with emphasis on the assurance of God’s 
protecting power for today, tomorrow, night and day, and forever. Horatio 
Spafford’s hymn, ‘It is well with my soul’ was sung.  Ken Robertson of Ayr Assembly 
touchingly spoke of Ruth and the family thus bringing comfort to all gathered in the 
hall, and from John 14:1-2 and Deut. 31:8 told of the eternal and sure hope of the 
believer, explaining that the Lord also goes before each of us in our earthly journey, 
and therefore as disciples of the Lord we should fear not, neither be dismayed.

Alex expresses his thanks to all who attended the funeral and his deep 
appreciation for all the prayer and support for Ruth, himself and their sons over 
the recent months. We will continue to support Alex and his sons and others of 
the family in our prayers.

John Kerr; Willie Stewart

It was a great delight for the Assembly 
in Hamilton to welcome a good number 
of family and friends, as well as saints 
from neighbouring Assemblies, to 
witness the baptism of Noah Dorricott 
by his father Andrew on 19 January 
2020.  Before he baptised him, Andrew 
told us about Noah’s sensitivity to 
spiritual things and his sense of the 
voice of God calling him to follow in 
discipleship, which he had been eager 
to respond to for quite a few months.  
He explained that baptism is a marker 
to look back on, like the pile of stones 
in Joshua’s day which reminds us of the 
time God did something special, and 
when the people responded by faith 
in action.  After the baptism, there was 
an energetic talk from Noah’s Sunday 
School teacher, Kevin Archibald, who 
explained why the Bible uses the Greek 
word baptizo for baptism, and not 
simply the word bapto, which means ‘to 
dip.’ If you want to find out the answer, 
you’ll have to visit the Sheldon Gospel 
Hall Facebook page to watch the short 
video of his talk – it’s well worth the 
effort!  Noah was added to the Church 
of God in Hamilton on 2 February, just a 
day after his tenth birthday, and we are 
praying that he continues to hear God’s 
call in the years ahead.

Martin Jones; Jonathan Thomas; 
Edwin Brindle

Baptism and 
Addition of Noah 

Dorricott

Brother Chanti and sister Swathi have 
attended for many years and finally 
could wait no longer to fulfil their 
desire to break bread. Both have had a 
very clear salvation experience.     

B.V.Prasada Rao; B.Samuel

Baptisms at 
Podagatlapalli

Three people have been baptised at 
Gante -  sister V. Ratnam and a younger 
couple, brother Siva and sister Durga 
Bavani.

A. Elisha; B. Tugwell

Recent cheer at 
Gante

The Lord gives the increase!

Surrender, Ambika, Mano Priya and 
Jessica Ruth have been baptised and 
added to the Assembly in Pernampet. 
Padma, already baptised, was also 
added (Padma is 2nd from left in the 
photo).

Kaviarasan; John Martin

Joy for all at 
Pernampet
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Notice Board

Text for the Month

March

01 Mount Forest Summer  
 Camp Registration begins
07 North American District  
 Overseers’ Meeting
10 Deadline for April  
 Intelligence
10 South Wales District DySGu
14 Midlands District Overseers’  
 Meeting (Leicester)
14 North West District  
 Oversight
14 South East District Event  
 (Hayes)
28 North American District  
 CULTIV8  (Hamilton)
28 North West District YPM
28 South East District YC

KEY:
DySGu - District Study Group, S. Wales
SOH - Sisters’ Open House
MFC - Mount Forest Camp
TTT - Ten to Thirteen
YC - Young Christians
YPM - Young Peoples’ Meeting

In your relationships with one 
another, have the same mindset as 
Christ Jesus:       Philippians 2:5 (NIV)

A good number of saints gathered together in Cardiff to enjoy an evening of 
praise and ministry. A group of young people, both Fellowship and non-Fellowship, 
known collectively as the Rooted group, were also invited and joined with the 
others in singing heartily and listening to some excellent teaching from David 
Woods.

The first part of the event was given over to songs for the younger crowd, 
ably led on their guitars, acoustic and bass, by Tom Palmer and Dave Allen. Sam 
Woods had travelled down with his father to add his percussion skills. There were 
a number of action songs - enjoyable, but some of us older ones could hear our 
bones creak as we jumped up and down and turned around.

David then gave us some excellent teaching, focusing on one verse, “Now I 
commit you to God and to the word of his grace, which can build you up and 
give you an inheritance among all those who are sanctified” (Acts 20:32). With 
this one verse David skilfully interweaved a number of thoughts that were both 
inspirational and encouraging.

David then joined his cousin Dave and Sam to complete the praise event with 
more songs aimed towards older folks. Simon Jones also led us in singing some 
traditional hymns. All in all it was an excellent time, well received by everyone, 
and we are already being asked when are we doing another one.

Thank you to David and Sam for your contributions, and Cardiff sisters who 
provided refreshments.

Tom Palmer; Dave Allen

Praise Event in South Wales

Correction

We’ve been informed that Belgian 
Camp is from 14-18 August, not 
as previously published. Please 
use the calendar published in this 
edition of Intelligence for future 
reference.


