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“Go and Tell”
When Christianity came to the Gentiles initially it was through the Apostle Peter, who met Cornelius at Caesarea (Acts 

10:39) and said “We are witnesses of all things which Jesus did both in the land of the Jews and in Jerusalem” and in 
verse 38 he described the life and purpose of Jesus of Nazareth. In Peter’s second Epistle he writes “we did not follow 
cunningly devised fables but we were eye-witnesses of his majesty” (2 Pet. 1:16). He was referring to the experience he had 
on the Mount of Transfiguration. In Acts 5:32 he says “we are witnesses of these things and so is the Holy Ghost.”     Peter 
was also a witness of the sufferings of Christ.

The apostles chosen by the Lord were those who had accompanied Him during the years of His ministry and so had first 
hand knowledge and personal experience of the Lord”s lifestyle. Peter was a fisherman and he saw and marvelled at the 
Lord calming the storm, and on another occasion walking on the water. He witnessed the Lord telling the fishermen where 
to get a large haul of fish after they had toiled all night and caught nothing. The evidence was before them to see and 
handle, 153 fish! Yes, Peter was able to see miracle after miracle as he spent time with the Lord Jesus. The disciples saw 
in the Lord’s life His humility and obedience to God. They knew He was the Son of God; they saw His glory and His agony 
before and on the Cross. They lived to see His resurrection and victory and were present at His ascension into heaven. All 
this they saw first hand - such experiences no one could ever take from them.

We, living today in AD 2020, do not have that advantage but we do have the Gospels and the Epistles in God’s word, the 
Bible, a faithful and true record, and we fully believe and accept it.  We have a comprehensive understanding that God sent 
His beloved Son from heaven to earth to die on Golgotha’s cross for our sins. God was reconciling mankind unto Himself 
by the supreme act of love. Because the apostles witnessed and were eye witnesses of the life, death and resurrection of 
Jesus Christ, their record presents to us these indisputable facts.                                             

Looking back on their days of “telling others”, and in the knowledge that in most cases they were martyred, we must ask 
ourselves, how do we fare in spreading the good news of the Gospel in the present day?

Neville Coomer

Once again the weekend was enjoyed in 
Fenwick Hotel, which this year protected us 
from heavy rain and high winds as we studied 
Psalm 24. David and Ruth Webster joined us, 
together with several sisters from the North West 
District and one from the South East.

Although Psalm 24 is short, having only 
ten verses, David opened it up in three talks 
during the weekend; the first talk giving us a 
foundation for our study groups, starting with an 
introduction to Hebrew poetry and how it works. 
Psalm 24 falls into three parts, beginning with 
God’s right, as Creator, to rule; our admittance 
to God’s presence depending on our holiness 
(clean hands and a pure heart); and a depiction 
of the victorious King of Glory making his entry 
through the gates. Psalms 22, 23 and 24 form 

a trilogy, describing the suffering Saviour, the loving Shepherd and the sovereign King (we had studied Psalm 23 in 2019).
Saturday morning saw the study groups meeting to consider 12 questions given by David that challenged us both spiritually 

and practically. For example, “If everything belongs to God and He is generous to us, how should we be towards other 
people?”; “What does it mean to have clean hands and a pure heart?”; “How does this psalm show us God as the King of 
Glory? How should this influence the way we worship Him?”

David’s second talk focused on the challenging question, “Who may ascend the mountain of the LORD? The one who 
has clean hands and a pure heart, who does not trust in an idol or swear by a false god.”  (NIV)  Psalm 15 expanded this 
thought. Calvary allowed both Jews and Gentiles to approach God. There were privileges and opportunities attached, 
including worship in the presence of God, an experience we enjoyed when we met with the Church of God in Kilmarnock 
for the Remembrance.

Sunday afternoon reached a high note as we considered the King of Glory (the only Old Testament use of the phrase) 
entering the gates. The glory -  the holiness of God made manifest - required sacrifice (Lev. 9.1-7), and the Lord Jesus 
committed Himself to the cross, particularly when He told the paralysed man, “your sins are forgiven” (Luke 5.17-26).

David asked us to take home Isaiah 33.15-17, especially verse 17, “Your eyes will see the king in his beauty and view a 
land that stretches afar”.

What a prospect!
Margaret Merchant; Leonard Ross

Weekend for Sisters in Scotland
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TFS 2020

5th - 11th September
Flaxlands Manor Farm,
Royal Wootton Bassett, Wiltshire, UK

Course leaders: Phil Brennan, David Woods
& Steve Seddon

Cost: £100
Bookings via Lindsay Woods, tel. 02825 643025

or lindsay.woods667@gmail.com
or online http://bit.ly/TFS2020UK
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Belfast Conference
Saturday 18 January 2020 saw most 

of the saints in Northern Ireland gather 
in Shiloh Hall, Belfast for our annual 
Conference and ministry of the word 
of God.

Stephen McCabe, Stephen Hickling 
and Andy McIlree were our invited 
speakers and we felt sure that in 
many ways they followed in Haggai’s 
footsteps,

Then Haggai, the messenger of 
the LORD, spoke to the people with 
the LORD’s message, “I am with you, 
declares the LORD.”  Hag 1:13 (ESV)

Stephen McCabe or “Belfast Stephen” 
(as Andy dubbed him) opened our 
Conference taking us to some pinnacles 
in Scripture and specifically in the 

apostle Paul’s letters to the Corinthians. 
Stephen’s subject was, ‘Ever increasing 
glory in the life of Paul’.  Instinctively 
we think of 1  Corinthians 15 and Paul’s 
great treatise on resurrection as a 
pinnacle, and it most certainly is! The 
apostle’s opening few chapters of 2 
Corinthians are of a very different tone 
where Paul talks about “affliction, and 
even despairing of life itself” though 
he is clear that this burden was so that 
they may “rely not on ourselves but 
on God who raises the dead.” (2Cor. 
1:8-11)

Stephen took us to the heights of 2 
Cor. 3, highlighting the glory of the New 
Covenant: how it surpasses the fading 
glory of the Old, and is ever increasing 

in glory. We should continually glory 
in what God is doing through His Son. 
In 2 Cor. 4, God has shown His face in 
the person of His beloved Son, through 
whom we are illuminated with the light 
of the knowledge of the glory of God. 
Do we realise that we also carry this 
treasure around in jars of clay (2Cor. 
4:7)?   

Paul was being transformed from 
glory to glory in increasing conformity 
to the Lord Jesus Christ. This can be our 
experience too. Paul had learned not 
to look at the things that were visible 
- the prison cell, the hardships, the 
persecutions (2C or. 4:16-18).  This is 
central to the life of a disciple.  Stephen 
emphasised that we MUST spend 
time thinking about the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and meditating on His word. He 
strongly encouraged all to organise our 
lives in such a way that we realise this 
discipline. 

In 2 Cor. 5, Paul then develops the 
theme of the resurrection life.  His 
experience of the New Covenant was 
not about avoiding sinful living and 
keeping rules (which was the ‘ministry 
of condemnation’), but it was about 
dying to self and living for Him as a 
new creation. This is a glorious work 
of Christ under the New Covenant. As 
guided by the Holy Spirit, these are the 
words of a suffering apostle following 
a crucified Christ.  Brothers and sisters, 
“we are equally equipped today”.

Stephen Hickling ,  or (yes, you 
guessed it) “Birmingham Stephen”, 
then took us to another pinnacle in 
the New Testament, that of Pentecost, 
reading Acts 2:14-36 in his opening. 

The Feast of Weeks was its title in 
the Old Testament, celebrated 50 
days after the Feast of Firstfruits (Lev. 
23:15,16).  We were informed that over 
time the Jews used the Feast of Weeks 
to celebrate the time when God gave 
the law at Sinai.  In Acts 2 we have the 
first Pentecost after the Lord’s death. 

Luke gives us this explanation along 
with the first message that Peter spoke 
on this occasion.  Peter focused on 
Joel’s prophecy of the pouring out 
of the Spirit of God on the people 
of God in such a way that they will 
know Him.  At Sinai the children of 
Israel had a tremendous audio-visual 
experience.  Now at Pentecost in Acts 
2, the people similarly had an audio-
visual experience as the Holy Spirit was 
poured out in their midst (Acts 2:33). 

At Sinai, perhaps the most striking 
feature was that the people heard the 
Lord’s voice.  At Pentecost a crowd 
came together in bewilderment as 
they heard a voice that they had never 
heard.  It was the Lord speaking to 
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For Prayer 
Ministering Brethren

April and onwards

Gbenga Fagbenle
I hope to be engaged in the Lagos 
area. After our District Easter 
Conference, I will be working at 
Alagbole Assembly and Ikorodu 
Study Centre (D.V.).

Brian Johnston
I will be refocusing on local matters; 
Search for Truth script preparation; 
Kilmarnock Conference; facilitating 
the North West Men’s Study Day; 
travelling to Antwerp.

Geralde Magusara
I will be leading systematic Bible 
study in Montevista and Kaligutan. 
We have district summer family 
fellowship on 8-11 April, and there 
will also be outreach in Lingig and 
follow-up in Banaybanay.

Karl Smith
April begins with a family holiday, 
then some help for Wishaw and 
speaking at Camp Re:fresh at 
Barrhead.  Alongside this I will be 
writing an article for NT.

Brian Tugwell
I will be in Vancouver for their 
Easter conference and further 
ministry.

Robert Wood
I will be moving on from Leigh to 
Buxton for two weekends in early 
April.

David Woods
I will be focused on local and 
North West England District work, 
including the North West Men’s 
Study Day.

Belfast Conference continued
them through Peter and the other 
apostles. In Acts 2 we have a very 
Jewish sermon, but the Spirit is poured 
out on all flesh (Acts 2:17).  Acts is 
the record of the uncoupling of God’s 
purposes from their Jewish roots. But 
the power the disciples would receive 
would enable them to take this message 
to Jerusalem, to Judaea, to Samaria and 
the ends of the earth (Acts 1:8).

In modern cities, those from ‘the ends 
of the earth’ are right on our doorstep. 
We need to reach out and speak to the 
people in our neighbourhood of the 
wonders of our God.  What are these?  
At Pentecost, Peter articulates three of 
them very succinctly – the crucifixion 
of Jesus of Nazareth (vv 22-23), the 
resurrection of the Messiah (vv 24-
32) and the ascension of the Lord (vv 
34-26).  We must also declare these 
wonders to our generation. 

After an interval and some hymn 
singing, Andy McIlree then closed our 
Conference by drawing our attention 
to Zech. 1:3 (ESV)  “...Thus declares 
the LORD of hosts: Return to me, says 
the LORD of hosts, and I will return 
to you, says the LORD of hosts.” In 
‘thus says the LORD’, our God speaks 
in different ways, both in this way 
and that way, to bring about His 
purposes. An example is seen in the 
contemporaneous ministries of Haggai 
and Zechariah as they dealt with God’s 
people – one saying ‘consider your 
ways’, and the other pointing to ‘the 
man’, ‘the Branch’. One admonishing, 
the other inspiring. The Christian needs 
to rise to show the beauty of the Lord as 
Zechariah did. So often we need both, 

and the LORD speaks thus. 
Andy exhorted as he ranged widely 

through God’s Word.  A few soundbites 
are:

• Ruth and Naomi on the way 
back home to Bethlehem from 
Moab.  “Entreat me not to leave 
you… and the Lord do so to me 
and much more also”. The LORD 
speaks this way, and that way. 

• Three ‘musts’ in John 3 – one 
for the sinner (‘you must be 
born again’), one for the Saviour 
(‘so must the Son of Man be 
lifted up’), one for the servant 
(‘He must increase, but I must 
decrease’). The LORD speaks this 
way, and that way. 

• In darker days, we need to be 
brighter.  In shallow days, we 
need to be deeper.

• We should open our Bibles more 
together, reading together!  We 
need to help each other see more 
of the glory of God in the face of 
Jesus Christ, and hear ‘thus says 
the LORD’.

Please note that all three messages 
were recorded and are now available 
for you to listen to, at:

h t t p s : / / s o u n d c l o u d . c o m /
t h ey m ay b e o n e /s et s /c h u rc h - o f-
god-575378641

We sincerely thank each of our 
brothers for their evident preparation 
before the Lord.

Ian Lockhart; Ken Drain

LIVE MUSIC + GUEST SPEAKER DAVID WOODS

Saturday 16th May at 4:00pm
Kirkintilloch Town Hall

A Churches of God event

We were pleased to receive our 
brother Colin Flanagan into the 
Assembly on Lord’s Day, 8 March. Colin 
came to the Lord some time ago and was 
also baptised. He has been attending our 
meetings for a while and feels that the 
Lord wants him to be in the Church. We 
trust that he will enjoy serving the Lord 
alongside us.

John Black; Gordon McKay

Addition in 
Greenock
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CORD Retreat 2020

Once again this year we were happy to meet together at the Guelph Bible 
Conference Grounds for our fifth annual weekend for couples.  CORD is an acronym 
for Couples Operating Relationships Diligently, and to this we add: on God’s solid 
foundation, producing a strong threefold cord (Eccl. 4:12).  You get the idea.  It is a 
time to strengthen our marriages, learning from others’ experiences, and importantly 
seeing how to apply relevant Scriptures.  While picking the right lifetime partner 
can be critical, so can the maintenance and growth of that relationship be just as 
critical. For we know that a spiritually growing marriage positively influences our 
children, and our children’s children, etc. (the home), and therefore influences the 
health and growth of God’s churches. So, we know that inevitably a ripple effect 
happens from every relationship. Wisely, the theme of  “Rooted and Grounded in 
Love” was chosen this year.

You can well understand why people would not want to be in Ontario at this time 
of year!  Sub-zero temperatures and plenty of snow are the norm. Some usual 

attendees did escape 
to far flung destinations 
including, for Craig and 
Carole Jones, to India 
to serve the Lord there!  
In fact, inescapable 
diary conflicts resulted 
this year in quite a 
few wanting to be at 
CORD but they simply 
couldn’t. They were 
missed of course, but 
for the smaller than 
usual group it was a 
time of really warm 
friendship  in a great 
facility, with a program 
that delivered just what 
was needed.

We benefited from an opening talk given by Phil Brennan, who had to appear 
by video recording as he couldn’t be there in person.  His topic was “Rooted in 
love”, focusing on Eph. 3:14-19.  Then we thought about being “Rooted to Grow” 
in an interactive session referencing Psalm 1 led by Geoff Hydon.  The concluding 
challenging talk was from Martin Jones on being “Rooted to Serve”, and an 
abundance of lessons was drawn from the powerful example of Priscilla and Aquila.  
For those interested in reviewing the details, here is a link to a video recording of 
the major pieces:  http://bit.ly/39MklB4

Everyone who was there would want to say a big thank you to Chris and Alissa 
Seddon, who once again capably organised and led the event and ensured that there 
was just the right balance between fun activities and beneficial studies.

Geoff Hydon; Chris Seddon
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On 2 November 2019, the Eagles 
Wings Club was launched in Ghana at 
the Kasoa Assembly of the Churches of 
God. The Club aims to reach as many 
children and young people as possible 
with the word of God and eventually get 
them to the Church. The Club is open 
to the public and approximately 211 
children were in attendance during the 
launch, a very impressive attendance 
from around Kasoa and Winneba. 
During the launch, the children were 
given an opportunity to participate by 
singing, dancing and contributing to the 
discussion on the topic preached..

It was very encouraging to see all the 
saints coming to help out at the event; 
we ask God’s blessing for all. 

Our brother John Black (who happened 
to be in Ghana at the time) gave the 
sermon. He presented an excellent, clear 
and very demonstrative message from 
Matt. 21 (Jesus sendingHis disciples to 
untie and bring the donkey).

Report on Eagles’ Wings Club 
launch in Ghana (November 2019)

We pray on for guidance from the Lord 
and blessing. Due to the large numbers 
and logistical problems, the group has 
been divided into three (geographical 
areas); Kasoa branch, Winneba branch 
and Bujumburam or Liberia camp 
branch, with meetings taking place 
every two weeks alternately with the 
groups.

God bless.
Gifty Coffie, Youth Worker
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The speakers are preparing, travel plans are being made and the venue is 
getting ready for what, God willing, will be another fabulous few days of Christian 
fellowship with enriching seminars, ministry and update sessions. 

This year the theme is ‘Behold’, aiming to focus on the Lord Jesus during His time 
on earth and seeing how He managed the various situations He found Himself 
in. By seeing His very human reactions, we can apply helpful lessons to our own 
lives so we become more profitable servants and feel  less conflicted between 
our new and old natures. 

We’ll start by considering His position as Son of God and then move on to how 
He used discipline in His life and managed pressure, challenge, and resistance. We 
will further examine His life, full of meaning and trust, which was always ready 
with the right perspective and care for people and ultimately triumphed with His 
sacrificial love.

We appreciate it’s a busy time of the year, but YFR only happens once every 4 
years and we trust the Lord will bless the time spent together once again. So do 
please consider joining us.

Remember the event is now ‘Your Fellowship Rally’ which really means everyone 
should consider attending.

Where and when: Wednesday 1 July to Sunday 5 July in Cefn Lea Park, mid 
Wales, starting with dinner from 6pm on Wednesday, opening session at 9pm 
and finishing on Sunday at 2:30pm in Birmingham.

If you’re unable to come the whole time, you’re still very welcome to come 
when you’re able to.

Booking is easy - check online at www.yourfellowshiprally.com or Facebook page. 
Book by 30 April to save £15/adult.
If taking children out of school might cause difficulties, please email the 

committee to receive a letter template that could be sent to local headteachers.
Regardless of whether you are able to attend this year, we are grateful for 

ongoing prayer and financial support of the event.
With love in Him

YFR committee

YFR 2020 is fast approaching!

Scottish Men’s Study Day

The Cross of Christ

May 9th 2020
Auchenfoyle Camp
Speakers: Phil & Ash Brennan

The walkers are looking forward to 
the coasts and mountains of the Isle of 
Man for this year’s walks.  The spring air, 
gentle exercise, and Christian fellowship 
go well together.  New walkers are very 
welcome.

www.micaiah.org.uk/walking
Peter & Margaret Stoner

Easter Walking 
Holiday in the Isle 

of Man
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Andhra Churches Rejoice continued

Anniversary 
Time

January to March have 
always been good times for 
foreigners to visit India, and 
most plantings have taken 
place in those months. It 
follows that there is a spate 
of anniversaries during these 
months. Rajahmundry was the 
first planted and celebrated 
21 years of existence.  Brother 
Devanason from Chennai 
gave a spirited address at 
Ravulapalem’s celebration. 
R a m a v a r a m  a n d  G a n t e 
followed in quieter fashion. 
Brother Devanason also visited 
Podagatlapalli for their Breaking 
of Bread and was delighted to 
see 130 gather. Here he is 
pictured with the 27 brothers 
enjoying worship that day.

Andhra 
Property 
Matters

When Kottiekesawaram 
was planted they had their 
own land and building. It was 
agreed that Churches of God 
would purchase the property.  
Application was made to the 
High Court to release money 
held in our name. This is a 
requirement of the Indian 
Government for Religious 
Societies when buying or selling 
property. After several years of 
waiting, money has now been 
sanctioned.

With help from the Far East 
and African Property Fund, 
Lolla has started construction 
on their site.

S a d l y,  we  re p o r t  t h at 
Kateru who meet in rented 
accommodation, were ejected 
after neighbour complaints 
against a Christian group 
meeting in their street. Another 
rental has been found but 
it is not as suitable. This is a 
reminder that opposition is 
ever threatening, even amid 
joyful times.   

Dr. G.S. Moses; A. Elisha
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the answers that God gives to these 
profound issues which continue to be 
so real for us today. We then had our 
first study session when we worked 
through Hab.1:1-2, 20. Starting with an 
outline of the flow of the book, we then 
found its place in history and explored 
what the poetic text is actually saying, 
and through the Spirit’s help -  and 
guided expertly by David -  we learned 
so much about how God has been at 
work, and continues to work out His 
purposes, in such marvellous and often 
unexpected ways. As the dialogue 
progresses, we see Habakkuk’s strong 
and developing faith in, and faithfulness 
to, God. He recognises that the LORD is 
from everlasting and will never die, is 
the Holy One too pure to look on evil, 
and has appointed and ordained all the 
events to come on Israel. “The LORD is 
in his holy temple; let all the earth be 
silent before him.”  

In session two after lunch David’s talk 
was, ‘Living by faith and faithfulness 
– the righteous person in contrast to 
‘the enemy.’  At the very centre of the 
book is this great truth, ‘the righteous 
person will live by his faithfulness.’ In 
our subsequent study we then explored 
this key verse, Hab. 2:4, and Habakkuk’s 
prayer-psalm in ch.3:1-19. We learned 
of the importance of faithfulness as 
a litmus test of genuine salvation. 
Habakkuk looks back in history, finds his 
present circumstances and impending 

It was such a joy for our little group of 
brothers to spend such a splendid day 
in the word of God. Our guest speaker, 
David Woods, brought to us precious 
teaching in his ministry and also led us in 
a systematic and structured study of the 
book of Habakkuk. The title for our study 
was, ‘Is God really good?’, and the short 
book of Habakkuk was really opened 
up to us to hear what this prophet 
was saying and what that reveals to us 
about the LORD and His purposes for 
His people and the nations. Habakkuk is 
unique in that it is a dialogue between 
the prophet and the LORD. Habakkuk’s 
complaints, his big questions, are 
answered by God and lead the prophet 
to his precious prayer and praise. It is 
interesting to see that Habakkuk’s name 
means ‘to wrestle/to embrace’ and this 
is what his experience is, wrestling with 
God but coming through to embrace 
his God.

In our first session David’s talk 
was entitled, ‘Is God really good? 
Understanding God and how He 
operates in history.’ This gave us such 
a good introduction and overview of 
the challenging subject which is at the 
heart of Habakkuk’s complaints and 

Northern Ireland Men’s Study Day 8 February 2020

judgment foretold by Moses, and now 
through his contemporary Jeremiah, 
leading him to have a pounding heart 
and trembling legs. ‘Yet I will wait 
patiently for the day of calamity..’ His 
trust in God is such that in spite of how 
difficult the days ahead will be, he ‘will 
rejoice in the LORD … be joyful in God 
my Saviour. The Sovereign LORD is my 
strength; he makes my feet like the feet 
of a deer, he enables me to tread on the 
heights.’ Like Habakkuk we will, through 
faithfulness to God, learn that true joy 
in God is often found through suffering 
and deep trial. 

To end the day, David gave us his final 
talk, ‘Affliction, suffering and trial – the 
marked route to spiritual maturity 
and deeper joy in God.’  We recognise 
that this wasn’t an easy talk for David 
to deliver, particularly in the deep and 

difficult circumstances that many in 
Northern Ireland are -  and have been 
- enduring, but we thank him for his 
sensitive presentation and we were all 
greatly helped by what we believe the 
Lord brought to us at such a time as this. 

Thank you David for all that you 
brought to us from the Lord, and we 
may now consider how this could be 
followed up by moving on to a deeper 
level of understanding the ways of God, 
which Paul tells us are ‘past tracing out’. 

Lindsay Woods; Ian Lockhart
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On 31 December 2019, our dear sister Jean Lloyd (née Chedgie) passed into the 
presence of her Lord, after several weeks in hospital as a result of serious injuries 
caused by a fall at her home. 

Jean was born in Peckham, South London, to loving Christian parents who had 
moved from South Wales to find work during the Depression of the early 1930’s. 
Her father, Bill, was a steeplejack; her mother, Florence, died when Jean was quite 
young. Jean, an only child, contracted polio but this did not prevent her from leading 
a full and fulfilling life as a determined and forthright character.  Saved at a young 
age, Jean was baptised and added to the Church in Denmark Hill (later the Church 
in Dulwich). She moved to Hayes in 2010 when the Church in Dulwich closed. Jean 
trained as a teacher and pursued a long and valued career in primary education, 
remaining at the same school throughout and gaining a long service medal. She 
continued working on a part time basis long after her retirement.  At the London 
Welsh Society she met her future husband, Bob, whom she married in 1965. As a 
member of the  Croydon Philharmonic Choir she was able to use her musical gifts 
for many years. Jean cared devotedly for Bob during his long and distressing illness 
before his home call in 2009, and until her accident she helped on a weekly basis 
with patient support as a volunteer at her local hospital.

At Jean’s funeral service in Croydon, Stephen Oxley reminded us of her life of service as an immensely kind, generous and 
caring person. Jean could be relied upon to be first at the hall on a Sunday morning and first in line with food preparation for 
the Church or at the village fair. Her curries and plum crumbles were legendary!

The driving force was her love for the Lord Jesus and His example to her. Stephen led us to John 13:12-15: So, when He had 
washed their feet, taken His garments, and sat down again, He said to them, “Do you know what I have done to you? You call 
me teacher and Lord, and you say well, for so I am. If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to 
wash one another’s feet. For I have given you an example, that you should do as I have done to you”.

Stephen emphasised that Jean knew she would spend eternity in heaven with her Saviour, having accepted Jesus’ statement 
that: I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me (Jn. 14:6).

Jean was sister-in-law to Lynne and Pauline, aunt to David, Katherine and Nerys and also great aunt to Alice, Ffion, Jemima 
and Tara. We offer them our warmest sympathy in their loss.

David Viles, Steve Brooks

At Home with the Lord - Jean Lloyd, 
Hayes, England

Born in Cardiff, Wales, 1923 - moved to Vancouver, BC Canada 1949  -  moved 
to Victoria, BC Canada 1967 -  home to glory 1 February 2020.

On 1 February 2020, Margaret Darke was called home to be with her Lord 
and Saviour. Born and raised in Cardiff, Wales, she was the fourth child of Dr. 
James and Mrs. Elvina McFarlane. In 1943, while numbered with the saints in the 
Church of God in Cardiff, she met and married Reginald (Reg) Darke.  They began 
a life together dedicated to their Lord and Saviour. 

With two young daughters, Julia and Adrianne, they answered a call to support 
the Churches of God in North America.  Leaving family and friends behind they 
embarked from Liverpool in 1949, and after a brief stop in Winnipeg found 
themselves in Vancouver, BC. They were active in the Church in Vancouver for 
18 years.  During that time Margaret had three more children - Jeannette, James 
and Sheerah. Those were busy years. However, she and Reg established a home 
with an open door.

Late in 1967 the Darke family moved to Victoria. The move was the result of 
prayer and guidance from God to help with the work in Victoria, BC. Margaret 
made the move easy for the family by creating a comfortable home quickly. The 
first Sunday she was in Victoria she was found serving a company dinner to both 
out of town guests and locals alike, while she was still unpacking such basics as 
salt and pepper shakers. Once again, she was hostess in a house with an open 

door for people who needed a little assistance - maybe a place to stay, or a home cooked meal, or a place for young people 
just to hang out.  Margaret had a gift for making family, friends and strangers welcome.

Margaret developed skills during her life, including knitting, calligraphy, home renovations, and cake decorating. For 
fifteen years she spent many hours volunteering at the local hospice, but what Margaret was best at was always putting 
the Lord first and then others. Her quiet, godly attitude is an example we should emulate. “…imitate those who through 
faith and patience inherit what has been promised” (Heb. 6:12).

Margaret is survived by her five children, eleven grandchildren and six great grandchildren plus many nieces and nephews. 
The family would like to thank Andy McIlree for coming to Victoria to take part in her interment and the celebration of life. 
Her gain is our loss.

Phil Williamson; Jack Young 

At Home with the Lord - Margaret Darke (née McFarlane), 
Victoria, British Columbia
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Our dear sister Eileen’s sufferings ended on Saturday 8 February when, aged 
90, the Lord graciously called her home. She was born on 6 July 1929 into the 
Brennan family of Stoke, the seventh of eight children.  As a young girl she came 
to believe on the Lord Jesus and, thanks to the guidance of her elder brother John 
(father of our esteemed brother Phil), was subsequently baptised in the Assembly 
Hall, Chamberlain Avenue and added to the Church of God there.  She continued 
in faithful service in God’s House all her days until failing health in her last months 
prevented this.

At her funeral service on 26 February, brother Phil Brennan spoke of Eileen’s 
background as above and outlined subsequent events.  In the 1950s’ she married 
brother Bert Parker of the Assembly in Cheadle, Staffs, to which she was transferred, 
and in 1952 their son Roger was born. Then in 1964 she returned to Stoke with Bert 
who faithfully served until the Lord called him home in 1994 (meantime, the Church 
in Cheadle had ceased in 1967).  Some years later Eileen married Bert’s younger 

brother, Norman. Then in 2014  she  suffered the severe blow of losing her only son Roger, whom the Lord had called home.  
His widow Audrey is with us in the Church, and for the last several years she has been exemplary in her dedication to the 
various practical needs of Eileen and Norman, including seeking out care home facilities,.

Eileen was a kind and generous person and very creative. Over the years she would give away many items she had made, 
whether in artificial flower arrangements, plaques of embroidered work, or much else including home baking. Indeed, her 
skills were recognised during the Second World War when she was employed to create wreaths for the bodies of soldiers 
then brought home.

Phil read John 11:20-27 and 20:30,31 and spoke of the funeral when Jesus uttered the profound and immortal words – and 
fittingly for us today - to a woman, “I am the Resurrection and the Life…” then challenged her with “Do you believe this?”, to 
which she responded, “Yes, Lord, I believe…”. Phil stressed that this had been Eileen’s response to her Saviour many years 
ago, and His words had given her great comfort as they do for us today. For death is not the end, and for those who respond 
with belief to John’s words which were read,  life is theirs for evermore. Phil emphasised that the problem of sin which affects 
us all was dealt with by Christ on the cross, and because of His resurrection there is now offered to each of us who believe 
forgiveness of sin and life eternal.

We would specially ask for prayer for Eileen’s husband Norman who was too poorly to be at her funeral, that he may know 
the Lord’s special comfort at this time, and also for continued strength for Audrey in attending to Norman’s practical affairs. 
Then, in addition to seeking comfort for other members of Eileen’s family,  please pray for those who were present who do 
not share Eileen’s faith, that they too may respond with, “Yes, Lord, I believe”.

Malcolm Bootherstone, Alan Sands

At Home with the Lord - Eileen Parker 
(née Brennan), Stoke on Trent, England

The Assembly in Greenock has suffered a great loss through the homecall of our beloved 
sister Margaret Docherty, who passed into the Master’s presence on 15 February after 
a long battle with illness. When she knew the prognosis was not good she expressed 
sadness at the prospect of leaving her loved ones but looked forward to the joy of soon 
seeing her Saviour. For her that was a blissful anticipation which is now a present reality, but 
husband Alan, daughter Anne and son Alan are now grieving their loss, as is the Assembly.

Margaret was a remarkable lady who won our hearts and gained our admiration as 
we came to know her better.  She was born on 10 November 1959. With other family 
members she had been around Cedar Hall as a youngster in Sunday School but drifted 
off into a carefree lifestyle in her teenage years and lost touch with the Church. About 
ten years ago, one evening, she and her niece were looking for a church, seeking help 
for her nephew who was in addiction.  The only one with an open door that Lord’s Day 
was Cedar Hall, where a little Bible study was in progress.  It was significant that the light 
was on, for much good has flowed from this. Margaret came to the Meal and Message 

where the Gospel challenge brought her to tears. A sister told her, “The Holy Spirit has touched your heart.”  She was given 
Scriptures pointing to the Saviour and in her own words, “I cried out for God to be in my life a week later.  Slowly peace came, 
a softening, changes.  It could only be God. It was like a sunbeam in my life.  It is absolutely amazing what God has done in 
my life.  I was dead and now I am alive again.”  The change was very noticeable and appreciated by husband Alan, although it 
was quite some time before he gave his heart to the Lord too, uniting them in Christ.

She came to love her Bible which became her constant companion and was always in evidence at home and latterly by her 
bed in hospital. Some calendar readings also brought comfort as an assurance that God knew her circumstances.

In earlier days Margaret threw herself into the work of reaching out to people suffering from addiction, many of them known 
to her in the town. On the evening held to celebrate her life, two testified that it was through her encouragement they had 
progressed through recovery. About 130 came together for this event to fulfil her desire. About 300 attended her funeral 
where they heard about the great changes God had wrought in her life, and where we sang hymns that she had grown to love, 
reflecting her faith in the One who said, “I am the resurrection and the life, he who believes in Me will live even though he dies.”

We pray that God will continue to work and bring others to know Margaret’s Saviour and Lord through her witness.
John Black; Gordon McKay

At Home with the Lord - Margaret 
Docherty, Greenock, Scotland
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At Home with the Lord - Ron Thomas, 
Hamilton, Ontario

Tribute from North American District

It is with sadness we report the 
homecall of our dear brother Ron 
Thomas on 5 November 2019.  Three 
weeks prior to his passing Ron was 
with us at the Assembly meeting, then 
became ill at home and was admitted to 
hospital where his health r deteriorated 
rapidly.  He was diagnosed with advanced 
pancreatic cancer and passed away with 
his family at his bedside: “Absent from 
the body, at home with the Lord.”

The apostle Paul said in 1 Corinthians 
4:2 that “those who have been given 
a trust must prove faithful” and this 
was so true of Ron, serving faithfully 
in the Hamilton Assembly in many 
roles throughout his life. The Church 
will certainly miss Ron. He enjoyed the 
study of Scripture - particularly group 

study - and led an Assembly Bible study class for many years. He was married to 
Jenny for 43 years, and was a father to Jonathan (Nicole) and Matthew (Cheryl), 
a grandfather to Luke, Elaine, Caleb and Aaron, and a brother to Joan.

Many saints and friends attended the memorial service for Ron.  Nicole, his 
daughter-in-law, paid tribute to Ron.  Jonathan and Matthew spoke of their father, 
and the lessons and example he was to them growing up in family and in Church 
life. Don Williamson, Ron’s cousin, spoke of their lifetime friendship and their 
holiday experiences and travels together in their younger days.  One of their goals 
was to visit other Churches of God in the UK and Australia.  Don spoke of Ron’s 
belief and trust in the Lord Jesus and his desire to serve his Lord and Master to 
the fullest. He drew from the comfort that the Lord Jesus brought to those who 
grieved at the passing of Lazarus (John 11) and the question of resurrection gently 
posed to Mary, “… everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die. Do you 
believe this?” In closing, this too was the question Don posed to all who attended. 
Earlier, at the graveside, Don directed the family to the comfort of sure resurrection 
promise in 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 and 1 Corinthians 15. 

Please remember in prayer our sister Jenny, that she and the family will continue 
to know God’s comfort, support and guidance in the days ahead. 

“The Lord himself goes before you and will be with you; He will never leave you 
nor forsake you.  Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged.” (Deuteronomy 31:8)

J. Anthony; C.B. Archibald; M. Jones

We shall greatly miss the faithful service of our beloved brother Ron Thomas 
(Hamilton).  Since the formation of this District in 2003 (and before that in the 
former Ontario District) he has acted as secretary of our Overseers’ meetings, as 
well as being a strong contributor in other ways.  His caring nature and attention 
to careful planning helped us in our decision making.  He brought learned skills 
as a high school teacher, and gifts endowed by the Holy Spirit, to his leadership in 
Oversight service and also at camps at Mount Forest; he was a Camp Director for 
many years. In this work he did not seek prominence but rather -  typical of the 
man - you would find him warmly greeting parents as they brought their children 
to Camp each day, and he was loved and respected as he discharged all his duties. 
A re-read of the interview with him in 2010 Needed Truth magazine will provide 
further insights into his laudable priorities and goals.  Surely the Scripture is written 
of men like him: “Remember your leaders, those who spoke to you the word of 
God. Consider the outcome of their way of life, and imitate their faith” (Heb. 13:7).

John Anthony; Geoff Hydon

Swindon Assembly would like to 
record their appreciation of our brother 
Glenn Smith on the occasions he visited 
us prior to his homecall last year. Glenn 
made the 2 hour journey from London 
on several occasions, often with visiting 
family or friends from Toronto Assembly, 
to remember the Lord with us. We were 
touched by his determination, firstly 
to be there and secondly to offer his 
thanksgivings despite the physical toll 
pancreatic cancer was taking on him. It 
seemed that the weaker Glenn’s body 
was the stronger his faith became. We 
enjoyed our times of fellowship with 
Glenn and give thanks to the Lord for 
reviving his service in the latter months 
of his life.

Swindon Overseers

At Home with the 
Lord - Glenn Smith, 

Toronto, Ontario

Our beloved sister Isobel Gault was called into the Master’s presence on Lord’s 
Day 1 March, aged 96, after a very full life. We anticipate her burial will take place 
on 11 March, after which we will be able to give an update.

John Black

Homecall of Isobel Gault
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Notice Board

Text for the Month

April

02 South Wales District  
 Oversight
04 North West District SOH
10 Deadline for May  
 Intelligence
10 North American District  
 Good Friday Conference   
 (Kingston, Jamaica)
10 North American District   
 Good Friday Conference   
 (Brantford)
12 North American District  
 Vacation Bible School  
 (Kingston, Jamaica)
18 North American District  
 Vancouver Conference (Van  
 Dusen Gardens?)
18 West Scotland District Spring  
 Conference
19 Fellowship Week of Prayer
25 North American District   
 Spring Conference (Littleton)
25 North West District Men’s  
 Study Day
25 South East District   
 Overseers’ Meeting

KEY:
DySGu - District Study Group, S. Wales
SOH - Sisters’ Open House
MFC - Mount Forest Camp
TTT - Ten to Thirteen
YC - Young Christians
YPM - Young Peoples’ Meeting

Draw near to God, and he will draw 
near to you. Cleanse your hands, you 
sinners, and purify your hearts, you 
double-minded.          James 4:8 (ESV)

Andhra Churches Rejoice

The East India Company established Kakinada as a port and centre for 
shipbuilding. It has a population of nearly half a million and is the second largest 
city after Rajahmundry. Our group live in the north of the city in an area known 
as Turangi. They meet on the rooftop of the home of Muni Sundar and his wife 
Shanthi.  Muni was at Bible College with brother Bushan of Margao Church of God. 
We have had contact with them for some years now. Muni ran the church group 
with his mother who separated, with others, from the main company after learning 
that women should be silent (1 Cor 14:28). We lost contact for a time while Muni 
established those loyal to truth. Several brothers visited over a period of years until 
concentrated help was given, leading up to planting on 16 February.  14 brothers 
and 29 sisters formed the new Church of God. Others have been interviewed but 
were unable to attend. Brothers Deivasagayam and Venkat from Chennai were 
present on Planting Day, adding to the sense of unity among the Churches. 

Dr. G.S. Moses; A. Elisha

Planting at Kakinada


