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Prayer as warfare

Ephesians 6:11-17 speaks of the
armour of God and tells us to put it on.
When wri�ng to Timothy, Paul tells
him, “Join with me in suffering, like a
good soldier of Christ Jesus. No one
serving as a soldier gets entangled in
civilian affairs, but rather tries to
please his commanding officer.” (2Tim.
2:3,4)
We’re obviously soldiers engaged in
warfare. It’s a war “against the rulers,
against the authori�es, against the
powers of this dark world and against
the spiritual forces of evil in the
heavenly realms.” (Eph. 6:12) A
spiritual ba�le requires spiritual
awareness and spiritual weapons, to be
supported by prayer.
What should an army pray for? When
we meet together what should be our
focus? I’m trying to imagine an army
praying just before ba�le, and I can’t
imagine for a moment that they would
pray like many of us do. For a start, they
are not to entangle themselves in
civilian affairs so we can leave to one
side ‘civilian’ prayers be�er reserved
for private prayer - those prayers which
are perfectly acceptable but not really
suited to Assembly prayer �mes.
Prayer should come with a readiness
to do ba�le against spiritual forces of
wickedness. In prayer we should be
pleading for lost souls, imploring God
to extend his kingdom and breaking
down Satanic barriers. I use the words
‘pleading’ and ‘imploring’ deliberately
because they reflect the desperate
nature of prayer. We don’t want false
displays of emo�on but we do want
passion and earnestness. We need
seriousness. We need to recognise the
enemy and aim to defeat him in ba�le
every �me we engage in prayer.
How do we change our prayer
mee�ngs? We come to them
recognising that they’re an absolute
necessity in our ba�le for the Lord. We
need prayer. We cannot survive
without it and we will never overthrow
a stronghold of Satan without it. If we
don’t pray we may as well give up. By
not praying we hand a victory to Satan
�me a�er �me. By not praying we fail
our commanding officer and prove to
Him that we have allowed ourselves to
become entangled in civilian affairs.
Let’s not fail Him. Let’s get serious
about prayer.
Steve Peers
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Ini�al Upheaval
Covid-19 has interfered with so many plans, some of which, such as a
wedding, may have been in the making for quite a while. There was ini�al
palpable disappointment on the YFR Commi�ee that there would be no possible
gathering for YFR 2020. This was par�ally because of the prepara�on work that
had been done, but more so for the missing of the essence of the event and thus
breaking the 28 year sequence of events. It didn’t last long, though.
Acknowledging the sovereignty of our God on this specific issue, as well as the
global impact, thoughts quickly turned to what could be achieved rather than
dwelling on the nega�ves. The planning for ‘Behold’ was put into storage, with a
feeling of gra�tude that, in the Lord’s will, much is already in place for a later date.
Ini�al Contempla�ons
The idea of organising an event to fill the space le� by the postponement of YFR
2020 was aired at the YFR Commi�ee mee�ng on 27 April, the first since the
announcement. There was no hesita�on in the commitment to it. Preliminary
discussion in that mee�ng set the target date of 4 July, the Saturday of the original
YFR event, and mused over the idea of a Livestream of some sort that could
involve the Fellowship as a whole. Ira and Ben volunteered to meet during that
coming week and present an outline of some possibili�es, including choosing a
topic.
Bolstering the Team
The YFR Commi�ee already had prac�ce at acknowledging when help was
needed. While preparing for “YFR Behold”, Tony Jones was brought onboard in
2019 to guide the event’s subject prepara�on. Tony tried to limit his involvement
but was quickly in the thick of it, and when plans changed Tony’s constant support
did not.
The polished presenta�on of the Church of God in Swindon’s Sunday Virtual
Service, and its appeal, caused thoughts to rush to involve the techy wizards of
that event, Chris Gault and James Willis. An invite was sent to them to a�end the
next mee�ng and they readily picked up the baton. Without their willingness and
early involvement, the event could not have come to frui�on the way that it did.
How good to be led by the Lord – a small entering into the feelings Paul and his
team must have experienced in Acts 17:6-10.
Shortly a�er, Nick Williams, with his savvy understanding of social media, was
engaged mainly to cover that aspect, although helpful everywhere. Jody
Ma�heson was invited to assist on the technical aspects as another pair of
extremely capable, though busy, hands – he willingly accepted, and Jake
Williamson was most useful in edi�ng a variety of videos.
Con�nued on page 4....
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I was born in Nangan, in the province of Davao Oriental,
Mindanao, The Philippines. I’m the eldest of 5. My parents
did not belong to the Churches of God un�l 2004. We were in
various denomina�ons before that, probably because of my
father seeking the truth. As a boy, every early morning at
around 4 am, my father would wake us and we would sing
praises together; each child would give a memory verse, and
then we prayed together. That was our daily rou�ne. I also
enjoyed Sunday schools and the song we o�en sang was
‘Jesus loves the li�le children.’ In 1990, we moved to Tagum
where I lived for 20 years un�l I graduated from college as a
school teacher. At the age of 23, I married Linnie who is also a
school teacher, and we have been blessed with 2 sons - John
Herald (9) who is grade 4 now and Joshua Paul (3 this coming
September). Looking for greener pastures in the teaching
profession, we moved from Tagum to Davao City in 2011. This
remains our home church.
Although The Philippines is known as a ‘Chris�an country’,
sadly the majority of Chris�an denomina�ons here are not really Chris�an biblically. I’m talking about those denomina�ons
here who try to ‘earn salva�on by works’, among whom my parents belonged previously; and others are ‘deniers of Christ’s
deity,’ and they are numerically strong in this country. I came to realise that I was in one of those denomina�ons which do not
teach assurance of salva�on. I found the truth in 2004 one evening at Eagle’s View Hotel when two Brians (Johnston &
Tugwell) conducted a seminar. The truth of Ephesians 2:8-9 cap�vated my heart and for sure that evening, I become a
Chris�an at the age of 17. When I found the truth, I became very concerned to reach out to unsaved souls (including those
claiming they are Chris�an when they are not). “How then will they call on Him in whom they have not believed? How will they
believe in Him whom they have not heard? And how will they hear without a preacher? How will they preach unless they are
sent?”… "Whom shall I send, and who will go for Us?" (Rom.10:14-15; Isa 6:8). I was so convicted that I was compelled to
accept the challenge.
I sensed the call of the Lord to full-�me service in 2006. For a year prior to that, I was ac�ve in children’s ministry.
Some�mes, I’d offer myself as an interpreter when people from the West visited here. One of those lessons I have never
forgo�en was when Allen and Jeane�e Stewart taught children ‘Whatever is the will of God for us is the best for us.’ I kept it
in my heart, and later I led a youth ministry in Tagum. I briefly stopped to find work to support myself as a cell phone
technician, but a�er a few months I moved to Jamboree to engage in pioneering work with my rela�ves. A�er a year or so the
work had not prospered, so I stopped and decided to study in college in 2007. In 2008 I heard how the Lord had opened a door
for preaching God’s good news in Liguyon, and my passion to preach and teach the people there was ignited. I even decided
to stop studying just to be fully focused on the Lord’s things, but someone advised me to con�nue my studies. So what I did
was, every spare �me I had during college years I spent it on the Lord’s things like preaching to the new areas and visi�ng new
Churches. This was what gave me real pleasure and fulfilment, and I found myself as someone God used as one of His
instruments in plan�ng Churches.
A�er college, I started working as teacher in 2011 but a few months later I heard that the Church of God in Montevista was
troubled and declining in numbers. I was so concerned about it that I quit my job and stayed there for 3 months. With God’s
help, it revived. A�er that I planned to resume my work, but Satan moved the focus of his a�ack to the Church of God in
Davao. The number of saints declined to 8 but again, God used me as one of His instruments; the Church was revived. It was
about then that I recalled the Bible story of Jonah. Although the context is different, when I too tried to go another way or to
do other things, it seemed to me that God wanted me back on His track. I felt that whenever I pursued other things, He
seemed to call me back to what I used to do before. This clearly confirmed the Lord’s call on my life for full-�me service. In
September 2013, I was recognised as a full-�me Ministering Brother at the COCG.
When I responded to His call, I had the opportunity of doing pioneering work in Lingig, and by God’s grace a Church was
planted in January 2014. God has given me the ability to relate to all ages and that helps me to reach people. My burning
passion to reach unsaved souls (even preaching to prisoners in jail) for His house, is the key element why I commi�ed to be in
full-�me service.
My main avenue of service is in open-air Gospel crusades and door-to-door follow-up a�erwards. Many have come forward
to accept the Saviour, and a good number find a place in Churches of God. Another strategy for the spread of the Gospel here
is through ‘family �es.’ Some�mes they reject the teaching, but most of the �me it is posi�ve. In fact, most of the Churches
here are planted through that approach of assis�ng people already in the Church to reach out to their unsaved rela�ves.
There’s also personal evangelism through making contact and
conversa�on with previously unknown people.
I can recall some experiences that make me reflect on how
God some�mes works in a strange way. It was late December
2007, when a brother asked me to do a funeral talk. He had
received a report that his father had died in Liguyon. When we
got up there, he was surprised for his father was s�ll alive! It
turned out that his father had missed him so much for many
years - as he always made excuses not to visit him. He knew
this was the easiest way to persuade his son to come! But a
week later, he really did die and we had to return up there!
With a candle serving as the only light, I delivered my first
funeral sermon with the dead body lying before us (for its
coffin was not yet finished un�l the following morning) and
then I slept in that family house that night with that dead body
beside us. When I began my talk, I no�ced many eyes
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watching in the dark through �ny holes in the bamboo walls. I sensed God was visi�ng that place! A�er we buried him, we
con�nued spreading the good news in that area. And by God’s grace, the Church of God at Liguyon was planted during the
following year.
Another one was in an evening of July 2013. Our late brother Joseph in Nabunturan phoned me, asking me to go with him
to visit his son in Lingig for some mission work. I agreed but his son who is also my cousin, and whom I’d never met, was a very
devoted adherent to Iglesia ni Cristo (who deny Christ’s deity). When we phoned him, he frankly told us he would welcome
us to visit as rela�ves, but not for mission. This was said in an angry tone, but for some reason we s�ll did preach, and he was
enlightened. This man was used by God to spread the good news and 6 months later the Church of God at Lingig was planted.
My advice to anyone considering full �me service is, the road is not easy and many disappointments lie ahead, but the Lord
has always been there for me. He has promised to ‘go with us’ and He is faithful to that (Ma� 28:19-20). Don’t forget, that in
addi�on He will ‘work with us’, just like He did with His early disciples (Mark 16:20). He will do it for you for sure, so what
makes you hesitate?
My encouragement to our readers is this - that the Fellowship since it was re-discovered con�nues to preserve its solid unity
built upon the one Cornerstone – all answering the Lord’s prayer in John 17. May we con�nue to do that un�l He comes.

Report from
Lord’s Servants in
Myanmar
By God’s grace we are keeping well,
but from the last week of April due to
lockdown we were unable to have
Church mee�ngs, and could not visit
the Assemblies in Myanmar.
Every Saturday night the elders and
deacons meet together for a short
prayer mee�ng.
Every Lord’s Day morning, elders and
deacons meet together in the hall. We
have given rice and cooking oil to saints
suffering hardship - those who really
need it - and we have collected the
offerings that the saints bring to the
hall, but we are not allowed to have the
mee�ng yet.
During these days some saints invited
us to visit and we do have home visits
to the saints’ families from �me to
�me, to share joy with them and to
encourage some families for their
sadness.
Every Lord’s day evening from 8:00 to
9:30pm Munlai assembly has a Zoom
mee�ng and we have the �me for
singing, prayer, sharing from God’s
word, �me for sharing tes�mony and
collec�ng the prayer requests from the
saints.
From the last week of June Insein
Assembly started a Zoom mee�ng and
we were able to join with them too for
Saturday prayer mee�ngs and sharing
the Gospel. On Lord’s Day at 10 am the
mee�ng starts for thanksgiving and
sharing God’s word.
From the month of April, we have had
the privilege of having Zoom mee�ng
on every Wednesday evening with our
brothers from the UK - Steve Seddon,
Phil Brennan and Tony Jones.
From April, we have translated and
re-recorded the ministry from the West
and shared to the saints in Myanmar
and those who are travelling in other
countries.
James Lian Za Nang; SB Khupboih

For Prayer Ministering Brethren
(August and onwards)
Gbenge Fagbenle
I had hoped that the borders of Ghana and Nigeria would be opened by the end
of June but that wasn't the case, so I couldn't return back to Nigeria and carry out
the work as I outlined in my previous report. I am s�ll working with the brethren
and the Church in Kasoa. About two weeks ago, we witnessed to the children of one
of the sisters we had been talking to. The three of them gave their lives to Jesus
Christ. The senior boy and his twin brother and sister are being followed up with
regard to bap�sm. Please pray for these young children:
1. Kevin Hamond - 17 years old
2. Mary Hamond - 15 years old
3. Jonathan Hamond - 15 years old
Please also pray for their father to see the light of the Gospel.
We give glory to God for the li�le �me given to us in Ghana to keep the
Remembrance of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. We have been able to do this
and also taken the subject: "Obedience not Sacrifice" for three weeks now, giving
room for ques�ons. The subject has brought to the Assembly more enlightenment
and knowledge of the Breaking of the Bread. Please pray for the brethren as we are
embarking on the subject of the "Fellowship" for understanding through the help
of the Holy Spirit on this important subject.
Brian Johnston
Ac�vi�es include:
Commissioning / wri�ng for October Needed Truth.
Home recording of Search for Truth programmes.
Opportuni�es for deeper study and language development.
Con�nua�on of daily communica�ons with overseas fields of service.
Leigh Church re-opened services from July 5.
Maintaining ministry support weekly to Antwerp, as well as to Youth Group Bible
Studies.
Local pastoral work.
District & Fellowship administra�ve tasks.
Geralde Magusara
I am s�ll working in my local Assembly in Davao. If I leave the city I have to agree
to a 14 day quaran�ne. Davao residents are being discriminated against in other
places, e.g. Tagum, due to Davao’s high rate of Covid-19 posi�ve results. People are
afraid when they learn I am from Davao.
Robert Wood
Isola�on con�nues to keep myself and Edna away from mee�ngs. There is some
relaxa�on in place so maybe we will be mee�ng in Church soon. Social distancing
has made street outreach difficult so I have fallen back on a bit of old-fashioned
open air preaching. A gentle approach, and with the help of a PA system I have set
up in prominent posi�ons in our home village of Whitehills, and in towns further
afield. The playing of well known hymns, Amazing Grace, When I Survey the
Wondrous Cross, etc., has a�racted interest with posi�ve responses from many
passers by - a smile, a wave, thumbs up, a call … “Great to hear the hymns.” May
they be blessed and may the cross be honoured. I finish with a reading of
Scripture. It's not all posi�ve however - one man said I was a public nuisance!
Edna's treatment starts on 7 July for 3 weeks in Aberdeen, which will give an
opportunity to con�nue this work in the city centre there.
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Ira and Ben’s Delibera�ons
(Extract of an email, sent by Ben, Lord’s Day 4 May)
13:45 Countdown praise to event
14:00 Start, welcome to YFR 2020, today we will be... and opening
prayer (someone mature i.e. Tony)
14:05 Praise
14:10 Hello from Jamaica, Canada, America, Australia, Belgium
14:15 Ministry 1 (God is overall) Stephen McCabe - 15 min
14:30 Praise
14:45 Hello from Philippines, Myanmar, India, Malawi, UK (UK could be a giant Zoom picture from many churches)
14:50 Ministry 2 (Promises of God with a focus on our future Hope) James Needham - 15 min
15:05 The big break.
15:30 Praise
15:39 Hello with Kenya, Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Nigeria, Ghana, Liberia
15:45 Ministry 3 (Praise to our God) David Woods - 10 min
15:55 Closing prayer (someone mature i.e. Phil B)
16:00 Closing page with Churches of God YFR (contact next event info) and Zoom Seminar info (these could also be in YouTube
tag under video)
Another clear evidence of the hand of our God. Pre�y much a completed program that hardly had any changes in the final
version!
A Thing to Rejoice about
There would be some sort of YFR 2020 so the sequence would be con�nued. The Commi�ee was overjoyed. Now it was about
ge�ng down to work.
In the next edi�on of Intelligence we plan to go a li�le deeper into the mechanisms of how it was achieved in such a short space
of �me by busy yet willing servants of the Master.
On behalf of the YFR Commi�ee, Ira Williamson; Tony Jones
Personal Note
A number of people are involved on a variety of commi�ees and teams for the work of the Lord across the Fellowship as a whole.
Each group is hard at work, o�en under significant pressure, and the Lord sees it and is the great Rewarder. It was a unique insight
for me to watch this special group, plus helpers, work so hard and so unitedly on the project. Many hours were spent in mee�ngs
along with unrecorded hours of effort to deliver what we were to experience and enjoy on 4 July. That was aided of course by
Churches of God worldwide. You may not even know who the Commi�ee are … but you should, so I have no hesita�on in making
you aware of them: Sarah Bell (Vancouver), Zoe Flavin (No�ngham), Heather McCarty (Belfast), Sharon Riley (Cardiff), Beth
Robertson (No�ngham) Ben Strachan (Newcastle), Ira Williamson (Trinidad).
Some of the features that follow don’t change - they had to work across �me zones, with shi� work and being on call, with a
pregnancy in late term, family life etc. For UK members, mee�ngs are far closer to the end of the day than would seem possible
for many, and for Ira and Sarah they are fi�ed into their working day, with no doubt several accommoda�ons having to be made
to allow that to happen. When looking for a volunteer to undertake a task, there is normally more than one willing hand up and
the workload is carried evenly. Sharon acts as secretary and the accurate, detailed minutes are emailed without fail within 30
minutes of the mee�ng ending! When there is no �me to spare, that is such a blessing in itself. The Commi�ee is always awestruck.
Ira does a super job as the chair. Everybody, without fail, is le� in no doubt that their contribu�on is vital and appreciated. Along
with just a touch of humour(!) mee�ngs are never made to feel like a burden. Ira did say early on that a perfect live event was not
an expecta�on. That took some pressure off – but the reality was, on this one occasion, I don’t think anyone listened to him!!
I am so thankful to the Lord for them … which I know is a sen�ment shared by so many across the Churches of God.
Tony Jones

Training for
Service
COVID-19 means that
this
year’s
planned
residen�al TFS won’t be
happening. Instead, the TFS
team (Phil Brennan, Steve
Seddon & David Woods)
will host TFS: Online – a 6
day condensed Life in the
Spirit course run via video
conferencing. Our prayer is
that this TFS: Online course
will be immensely valuable
for all who a�end. TFS:
Online will allow people to
experience something of a
regular
TFS
learning
session.

Editorial

Editors are aware that you didn’t receive
Intelligence last month. There was so li�le news that
we were unable to publish, but we hope to
compensate by producing an extended issue next
�me. Of course, this is dependent on the submission
of reports from Assemblies and Districts. We are
hoping to make a focus of YFR, to share the joy it
created on the day. Are there personal or Assembly
reflec�ons you’d like to share? How did it impact upon
you? Who was that lovely li�le boy with the powerful
voice? We want to know, he was the star turn. Sorry,
Stephen, James and David. You were great but he
outshone you! YFR Commi�ee, can you help us out
with this? Well done to you by the way, you did a
wonderful job for the Lord.
Please share YFR reflec�ons, but also any other
news you have. Remember, we don’t all use
Facebook, and Intelligence is an important vehicle for
communica�ng news to so many.
You have some extra �me to get your ar�cles ready.
We need whatever you can give us by 10 September.
Guy and Steve
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Arrival of a new family in Melbourne, Australia

Just before the COVID-19 shutdown of interstate borders across Australia, the family
of four furiously rushed across the last open border into Victoria to arrive in Melbourne
from Queensland, Australia on 25 March 2020. Do Pau and his wife Huai No, who was 8
months pregnant, and their two boys had been pa�ently wai�ng for a suitable rental
property for them to come down to se�le permanently in Melbourne. They le� on 24
March and arrived late on the evening of 25 March a�er travelling some 2000 kilometres
by car, crossing two borders to arrive in Melbourne. They were warmly welcomed by
saints of the Assembly, who worked together to sort out their new accommoda�on just
in �me for their arrival.
Do Pau and Huai No, with their two boys Khai Khai (7 years) and Mau Muang (5 years),
had been in isola�on in Brisbane, Queensland, for approximately 15 months having
previously been in Coffs Harbour, New South Wales for 2/1/2 years, and were keen to be
in the Church of God in Melbourne. Unfortunately, the Assembly mee�ngs had to cease
due to the pandemic the following Lord’s Day, 29 March, a�er their arrival.
Both were transferred from the Church of God in Pyi Daw Tha, in Chin state of Myanmar, to the Church of God in Melbourne,
and the Assembly is very blessed to have them.
This past Lord’s Day, 7 June, was our first breaking of bread a�er the lockdown closed our mee�ngs,
and it was a delight to have them at the Remembrance. There are now five in the family as Huai No gave
birth to a lovely li�le girl, Cing Paak Hoih, who is now four weeks old. Both mother and daughter are
doing very well.
We tes�fy to God’s goodness to them in that they waited pa�ently on the Lord and were rewarded by
His guidance to Melbourne.
‘Many, O Lord my God, are the wonders You have done, the things You planned for us. None can
compare with You, were I to speak and tell of all Your deeds, they would be too many’ (Psa. 40:5)
Roy Dickson; Lyndsay Seddon

Ministry in Lockdown: a report from
Rajahmundry India

We have had lockdown from 25-30 June
2020 in India. Though Churches are allowed
to open from 8 June 2020, there are many
restric�ons - like bread will not be distributed,
group singing is prohibited, not pu�ng hands
on Bibles, persons above 65 years and
children below 10 are not allowed, and many
other restric�ons also.
Each week we have singing on Zoom, a
small devo�on and prayer. We are able to send a pre-recorded 20-30 minutes video
sermon 2 days before the Lords Day and it is also loaded in YouTube.
Dr. Moses has translated the weekly messages sent throughout the Fellowship by
David Woods and others into Telugu. This has been a labour of love for the 13
Churches in Andhra. Those who listened to the messages have expressed their joy
and conveyed gra�tude. They say the messages have encouraged them to be strong
in the Lord in these hard and difficult �mes in lockdown.
Dr. Moses has also produced about forty sermons in Telugu and English on “End
�mes prophecy” and made them available on a YouTube channel.
The Lord is good. Blessed be His Name.
Bro K.Issac Raj
Ganesh and his brother were brought
up in the Faith Welfare Trust Home. A�er
leaving the Home Ganesh found work
with the Renault company. He faithfully
and helpfully a�ended Pallavaram
Church. He has withstood much family
pressure to marry a Hindu girl, pa�ently
wai�ng long for his heart's desire. Rosarin
is a classmate of Lydia, an ac�ve member
of the Assembly. The two were
introduced, and even a�er further delay
due to lockdown, were married in
Pallavaram hall on 2 July. Just a few were
able to join on the day but the
felicita�ons were like confe� on
WhatsApp. Observers have prayerfully
stood alongside the whole process and
are filled with joy for them and wish them
a happy married life. The joy is further
mul�plied in further proof of Psalm 37:4-5, "Delight yourself in the Lord and He will
give you the desires of your heart. Commit your way to the Lord, trust also in Him, and
He shall bring it to pass".
B. Tugwell

Wedding of Ganesh
and Rosarin
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At home with the Lord – Lesha Williamson, Trinidad, USA
On 11 October, 2019, Lesha Williamson passed from this life into the presence of
her eternal Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Lesha was born in Derby, England to Stan
and Tina Karp, and early in the Karp family life they closed a clock repair shop and
moved to Vancouver B.C. Canada. Lesha was part of the Assembly In Vancouver, and in
the early 1970’s met Mel (Stretch) Williamson who was visi�ng from Trinidad, Colorado.
They married on 25 January, 1974 and lived in Trinidad Colorado un�l her home call.
In the early years of their married life, Lesha and Mel were joined by Lesha’s three
younger sisters, and in a short �me saw their own family begin to grow. They had four
sons from 1975 to 1982: Aaron, Ira, Zeb and Jed. The boys were her delight and she
seemed to have as much fun engaged in youthful ac�vity as they did. She had an evercurious mind and was fascinated with learning new things. She loved twinkling stars,
full moons, the blue sky, cloudy days and gli�er.
But most importantly, Lesha loved God and His Son Jesus Christ. The highlight of her
week was worship on Sunday morning. God blessed her with the voice of an angel, and
she used that blessing to His glory. Visitors to the Church of God in Trinidad were o�en
welcomed by her, with her usual smile and friendly gree�ng. She a�ended regularly
and was an integral part of Sunday school, the Thursday night kids’ club, middle school,
and the teen groups where she was a favorite with the kids. She will be sorely missed
by all.
At the memorial service, her grandkids and friends played some of her favourite
songs and we all sang her favorite hymn, “O the deep, deep love of Jesus”. Tes�mony of
her life was given by her sons and sisters, and tribute was given from the Church in Li�leton as well as in Trinidad. Ira Williamson,
her son, gave a wonderful message of hope to all a�ending. His theme was ‘Do you know Jesus’? It was a ques�on she asked
o�en and was the last ques�on to a nurse before mee�ng her Lord … do you know Jesus?
Please remember her husband Mel, the sons Aaron, Ira, Zeb and Jed and their families, including 12 grandchildren. She is also
survived by her sisters Marisha, Pearl, and Kema, along with their families who all live in Colorado.
Don Williamson

At home with the Lord – Grace Dodge, Aberkenfig, Wales
Our dearly loved sister Grace Dodge departed this life to be with Christ on 31 January 2020,
aged 93 years. The youngest daughter of Wallace Charles Jones (‘Jones – the preacher’ to the
village folk) and Judith Mary Jones, née Richardson, Grace was born on 5 March 1926. She came to
know the Lord Jesus as her Saviour and was bap�sed in her youth, being added to the Church of
God in Abertridwr, South Wales. At Cardiff on 6 May 1950, Grace married Howard Richard Dodge,
her husband for nearly 65 years.
During the late 1950s Howard and Grace made their home in No�ngham then, in September
1961, they brought their family to live in Kippax and were transferred to the Church of God in Leeds.
She found great comfort in the fellowship the Church afforded and was always happiest suppor�ng
Howard and her family in the home, wherever that may be.
Grace, who worked as a school dinner lady, had a cheery disposi�on and she was devoted to her
family and to the Leeds Assembly. From her early commitment to follow the Lord, Grace was
faithful in her tes�mony to His saving grace. She never wavered. Her steadfast faith is so clearly
expressed in the words of her favourite hymn: ‘I know no life divided’ (PHSS 309).
Subsequent to the closure of the Leeds Assembly, Howard and Grace were transferred to the
Assembly in Halifax in January 1993. Then, following Howard’s death in April 2015, Grace moved to
live with her son Peter and his wife Sue at Llangeinor, Bridgend, and although she was unable to
a�end mee�ngs she was associated with the Assembly at Aberkenfig.
Grace’s funeral service on 19 February 2020 was held at St Mary’s Church, Kippax, near Leeds,
and brother David M. King (Manchester) spoke at the graveside. Referring to the remarkable call to
John, ‘Come up here’ (Rev. 4:1), David pointed out that Grace has been called into heaven to be with her Lord.
Our thoughts and prayers are with Susan, Peter, Judith and their families, that they may be comforted in the loss of a dear
mother, grandmother and great-grandmother. Grace had 4 grandchildren and 5 great-grandchildren.
R. J. Butler (Halifax); A.R Jones

At home with the Lord – Isobel Gilmour,
Wishaw, Scotland
A�er a long illness our beloved sister Isobel Gilmour was called home on Tuesday 28
April. Born in June 1930, she would have shortly celebrated her 90th birthday. Isobel was
a quiet and re�ring lady, and in later years due to her poor health was unable to a�end the
Assembly gatherings as she would have liked to.
However, she always had a lively interest in all the ac�vi�es of the Church. Isobel had
lived and worked in London in her earlier years , then moving to Southport to be an
assistant to our late brother Mr Joe Hindle. With her parents now in their declining years,
she moved back to Scotland to care for them. Our sister is survived by her sister Mrs Be�y
Farqhuar (Ayr), and her brother Jim.
Due to current requirements on social distancing there was a limited number of
mourners permi�ed to a�end the burial in Hamilton. Brethren Colin Brooks and Alex
Brown represented the Church in Wishaw, when Colin gave a short message of comfort
and hope to those at the graveside.
C.H.Brooks; Alex Brown
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At home with the Lord – Eppie Black, Greenock, Scotland

It is with sadness that we report the home-call of our beloved sister Eppie Black. She woke
up cheerfully on 17 May but collapsed shortly a�er rising, quickly deteriora�ng un�l her call on
20 May released her from her earthly tabernacle into the presence of the King. Her journal’s last
entry was Isa. 33:17, “Your eyes will see the King in His beauty.” Glorious!
Born in 1944 to Ma� and Ethel Sands, she was the eldest of four siblings, Sylvia, John and
Mark. Life was not easy. Ma� was a conscien�ous objector, but theirs was a happy home. She
le� school to work at Bibby’s office in Liverpool in payroll management un�l her marriage to
John in 1976.
She unwaveringly honoured an early commitment to follow the Lord, and the example of
Ma� and Ethel, in prac�cal dedica�on to the Lord and His people in Assembly life. She worked
with Doreen and Jim Seddon and others in youth work, o�en speaking of the labour-intensive
produc�on of the Beroean Magazine with Dave Webster and others. North West Camp offered
a role as cook – long hours in difficult condi�ons with limited resources. Her dedica�on will not
be overlooked by the One who said, ‘Inasmuch as you did it for one of these least you did it unto
Me.’
She entered bravely into life with John in Nigeria, passing on her knowledge and using her
skills with sisters to cook for large numbers at organised weekends, surprising some by her
ability to prepare tradi�onal Nigerian food! She delighted in the Lord’s care and in His provision
of medical help at various crises and enjoyed the enduring friendship of many. This has been
evident in the expression of loss, sympathy and fond memories received since her par�ng.
She loved to recall experiences in places like Akarakumo and Aviara, so disappointed that the la�er was ‘out of bounds’ on her last
visit in 2019. She maintained a keen interest in Africa and sacrificially supported John when she stayed home with Lorna who was going
through her educa�on.
Her diligence as a worker in Greenock showed up again in youth work. Her baking skills were o�en used to good advantage. La�erly
she worked with others in the kitchen at the Meal and Message outreach. She took great pleasure in seeing lives transformed by God's
grace. She shrank from the public role and was happy to let others take the lead. Her quiet and consistent kindness and love were felt
by many, and one tes�fied of her part in his conversion. She was very suppor�ve of Ladies’ nights, study sessions and prayer �mes and
was always keen to go to Sisters’ Weekends. A good word to summarise her life is ‘others.’ She was always thinking of others.
The suddenness of her passing is a salutary reminder that all our service on earth is temporary and a challenge to do what we can for
the Lord. Her absence leaves a gap in the Church, our third bereavement this year, and a bigger gap for her loved ones who need our
support and prayers. They want to take this opportunity to express deep gra�tude for the huge response from the Lord’s people, near
and far, expressing sympathy in different ways. The link to her burial service has been viewed by many hundreds. It is our prayer that
the Lord will use the clear message from John of Auchenfoyle to touch hearts and perhaps bring some to Him.
Gordon McKay; Donnie Black

Mrs Eppie Black neé Sands, 1944-2020

The Churches of God in Africa join in sending sincere condolences to John Black and Lorna, the Greenock Assembly and the
Fellowship. Losing Eppie has been a huge blow to John and their daughter Lorna. May the Holy Spirit grant them His comfort and strength
during this period of their grief. We bow to the divine will. The good Lord called her home on 20 May 2020.

Fellowship Missionary Work in Africa

The Fellowship has invested great and godly lives to the African work. 34 Sisters offered their services to the work in Africa. We men�on
just a few, Mrs Tom Wallace, Mrs Edwin Ma�hew, Mrs Rae Taylor, Mrs Muriel Stockwell, Lucy Griffin, Gladys Dorrico�, Mary McClymont,
and now Eppie Black. These are women who sacrificed good livelihood in the UK to live and work in our Bush Country. Many of them lived
in mud houses, some in houses built of corrugated iron sheet or wood. With no flush toilets, no running water, no electricity, no
dishwasher. These were great missionary women, full of faith and of the Holy Spirit.
They worked like Mary Mitchell Slessor of Aberdeen, Scotland. Some of them were professional teachers and nurses. They taught in
sisters’ Bible classes and in Sunday schools. They observed all that was going on around them, the sorcery, the witchcra�, the sacred tree,
the idol shrine and the supers��on. All the idol and devil worship. They had come to point men and women to the cross of Christ to turn
them from idols to serve the true and living God. The nurses in par�cular, observed the disease condi�ons of the �me - smallpox, guinea
worm, tuberculosis, snake bites etc. They prevented infan�cide, prac�sed intensive wound dressing, promoted child healthcare and good
hygiene.
The President, Teddy Roosevelt of America. was returning from a safari in Africa. He stood on the bridge of Kaiserin, as the vessel
approached the New York harbour. Thousands of Americans waved with handkerchiefs, the band was playing, the gun salute started to
welcome the President. On the same boat, was a missionary from Africa, Dr. Henry Methasen, and there was no one to welcome him. He
was depressed, then the Holy Spirit ministered to him. Henry, you are not home yet.
Eppie Black is home now. We salute the memory of her good life in Christ, her faithful service to the Lord, her love for the Lord's people.
She was a good wife to John. We remember her laughter and joy, she baked so well. She followed John everywhere as they preached and
prayed. We remember in this report that Eppie Black visited Nigeria on 22 November 1976, two weeks a�er her marriage to John. We
were able to see her again during a na�onal conference in Akarakumo, Nigeria in April 2016 and more recently at a Zoom online gathering
a few days before she took ill in May 2020. It has been a deeply appreciated 44 years of associa�on with the work in Africa.
Now the welcomer is welcomed
By the man with pierced hands
Hear his gree�ng, thrilling, kind
Welcomed by the dear Redeemer
Well done, good and faithful servant
Welcome home - to Glory Land
Enter, Eppie, and welcome home.
Home - to gaze upon the Saviour
“Beloved, now we are children of God; and it has not yet been revealed what we shall be, but we know that when he is revealed, we
shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is." 1 John 3:2
"You will show me the paths of life, In your presence is fullness of joy; at your right hand are pleasures forevermore. " Ps. 16:11
“And he said, My presence will go with you, and I will give you rest." Ex 33:14

Samson Olunaike; Godwin Okwena

Notice Board
“Unprecedented!”
"Unprecedented" is a word that has
been used frequently in the last few
weeks, in connec�on with the
coronavirus pandemic. Commentators
have spoken or wri�en about
unprecedented stresses on the NHS and
other health care services in Britain and
overseas, unprecedented changes in our
shopping habits, and educa�onal
provision, unprecedented challenges to
the na�onal and global economies, and
so on! For us, as Chris�ans, these are
also days of unprecedented changes to
the way we interact as Churches and have fellowship with each other. This has also
provided an unprecedented opportunity for outreach to those who are s�ll in
spiritual darkness, "without God and without hope" (Ephesians 2:12).
The Gospel Leaflet Commi�ee, in consulta�on with the Fellowship Literature
Commi�ee, produced the recent flyer en�tled ”AFRAID?" and distributed it
electronically to make it available for immediate distribu�on. Some copies were
also printed on demand by Hayes Press. We have now produced a second flyer
en�tled ‘EXPECT THE UNEXPECTED - The RETURN OF JESUS CHRIST’ which is again
available for free download from the Hayes Press Chris�an Publishers Facebook
page or as an email a�achment. This can be shared by forwarding it to any whom
you may have been praying for, or it can be printed out at home for giving to
neighbours and friends. Professionally printed copies can also be ordered and sent
out from Hayes Press.
In these UNPRECEDENTED" �mes our God has given us a way to con�nue to be
His witnesses in a very needy world. We encourage you to make use of this
opportunity to engage in outreach by using this new flyer, in whatever way you can.
The Gospel Leaflet Commi�ee

Our One Year Anniversary
We are delighted to report that
the Church of God, Kubwa, Abuja
was able to gather for the
Remembrance Service on 5 July
when we were able to meet up
within Government regula�ons with
respect to the COVID-19 restric�ons.
For fourteen weeks we were
unable to meet. We thank God that
the Government later relaxed the
restric�ons.
Our
hall
was
decontaminated and we acquired a
temperature reader, soap and sani�sers. All the saints and visitors were allowed into
the hall using face masks. The loaf for the Remembrance was handled in such a way
as to limit direct touch to each saint a�er the loaf had been broken into pieces.
Individual cups were used. This was new to the Assembly.
5 July also marked the ONE YEAR anniversary of the Assembly. It was therefore a
�me of double celebra�on.
We give God all the glory for His faithfulness from the first day un�l now. We thank
all who have supported us in prayers. Please con�nue to remember our small Church.
We are located in a predominantly Muslim part of the country that needs the Gospel
of our Lord. Pray that we would preach with wisdom
1Thessalonians 5:24 - Faithful is he that calleth you, who also will do it.
Tunde Okunola; Ebiemi Amakoromo; Mark Imoukhuede

Editors:
Steve Peers & Guy Elliott
40 The Spinney,
Brackla, Bridgend, CF31 2JE
Email:
editors.intelligence@gmail.com

We are aware that due to
COVID-19, events are cancelled,
however some may happen via
online methods.
August
01
02
02
05
09
13
13
23
30

South East District Elevate
Midlands District Youth Camp
(Rangemore, Burton-uponTrent)
North West District Teen Camp
North American District
Gospel Defenders Camp
(Jamaica)
North American District
Mount Forest Boys’ and Girls’
Camp (Week 2)
North American District Camp
Baldy Family Camp
South East District Belgian
Camp
North American District
Mount Forest Teen Camp
North American District
Mount Forest Teen Camp
Praise Night (Hamilton)

KEY:
DySGu - District Study Group, S. Wales
SOH - Sisters’ Open House
MFC - Mount Forest Camp
YC - Young Chris�ans
YPM - Young Peoples’ Mee�ng
TTT - Ten to Thirteen

No�ce Board
Craig and Carole Jones
have a new address:
10 La Roche Ave, Georgetown,
Ontario, Canada, L7G 0B3.

Text for the Month
Therefore God has highly exalted him
and bestowed on him the name that is
above every name, so that at the
name of Jesus every knee should bow,
in heaven and on earth and under the
earth, and every tongue confess that
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God
the Father.
Philippians 2:9-11 ESV
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