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ADay of Great Rejoicing

Newcastle Fellowship Event 14 November 2020

The Ark of God, when it was returned
to the people of Israel from the
Philis�nes who had taken it cap�ve in
ba�le, remained in Kirjath-jearim for
about 20 years, seemingly forgo�en
since the days of King Saul. However
David the king of Israel remembered
about it and desired to have it brought
back to Jerusalem where God could
again be honoured and worshipped, so
he and the people of Israel began the
journey with the Ark from Kirjath-
jearim.

When they reached the threshing
floor of Nachon, the oxen which drew
the cart on which the Ark was being
carried stumbled and one of the men
put forth his hand to steady the Ark. He
was not permi�ed to do this and as a
result he lost his life. David was afraid to
move it any further on its journey so it
was le� in the house of Obed Edom the
Gi�te, where it remained for three
months.

David consulted the elders of Israel
and the priests and they concluded that
God required a proper order for the
removal of the Ark. It was to be carried
by the Levites, not put on a cart as they
had done previously. When they
returned to carry out God’s instruc�ons
we are told that God helped the Levites
who bore the Ark.

As the company and those who
carried the Ark joined with David on
their journey it was indeed a day of great
rejoicing; there was music and trumpets
and singing. David was clothed with a
robe of fine linen and he wore a linen
ephod. This was not the dress of a king,
but rather the garments of a high priest
and it was associated with worship. They
had offered burnt offerings and peace
offerings before their God.

True worship is when we forget about
everything else and focus our complete
a�en�on on the object of our worship.
That is where David was that day, and

that is where God wants us to be when
we come before Him together in
worship.

The Lord Jesus told the woman at
Sychar’s well in John 4:23 that the day
would come when those who
worshipped the Father would do so in
spirit and in truth. We are privileged to
live in that wonderful day. Let us ensure
we make the necessary prepara�ons
and give our very best to make it a day of
great rejoicing by honouring our great
God and Saviour Jesus Christ.

We think with joy, yet sadness,
Of how He stooped to die
And praise Thy name with gladness
He’s seated now on high.

Ref: 1Chr. 15:25-28; 1 Chr. 16:1 - 4

Lewis Milligan

It was a delight for the Church of God in
Newcastle to host a Fellowship Zoom event.
Friends from around the UK, Canada, America,
Nigeria and Zambia joined us for an a�ernoon
opened by Rachel Imoukhuede's singing and
including sharing Bible verses, tes�monies,
songs, breakout tea sessions and ministry from
Phil Brennan.

In the first session, we were reminded that
God provides all-round security. He is almighty,
the one in control of all things (Deut. 33:26, Ps.
125:1, 2 Kings 6:16). At all �mes God is
dependable - from personal tes�mony we
heard that in �mes of difficulty it is good to trust
in God. Habakkuk learnt that the just/righteous
shall live by faith (Hab 2:4; 3:17-19). There are
many ‘do nots’ in Scripture that encourage us

not to be afraid but to trust in God (Is. 41:10, Ma�. 6:25,26, Phil. 4:6, Deut. 20:3,4; 31:8). In closing the first session we were
reminded that nothing is too hard for God, it is God who prospers (Is. 54:17).

We started the second session with a song, the middle line of which was ‘Christ holds my hand, by faith I stand’. God is the one
from whom our help comes (Ps. 121:1,2). Like the psalmist, we should cry ‘lead me to the rock that is higher than I’ (Ps. 61:1,2).
During a tes�mony we learnt the value that Genesis 1:1 and Revela�on 21:1 brought to a man who read the Bible for the first �me.
He understood that God was there in the beginning and He will be there when all things are made anew. Surely this was a God
whom he could trust. We were treated to a deligh�ul display of professional photos taken from around bonny Scotland; the photos
were followed by the verse ‘He has made everything beau�ful in its �me’ (Ecc. 3:11). Closing the second session, we were brought
to Gala�ans 2:20 ‘...I live by faith in the Son of God who loved me and gave Himself for me’. How great would it be if we took �me
every day to stop, think about and trust in our great God.

The fun was not over; in the third session we challenged our brain cells to a very crea�ve Bible quiz. As a taster we leave you with
round 8 of the quiz (see picture). Due to a dispute over bonus points there may be a recount over quiz winners. We would like to
thank all who joined, all who took part, and everyone who helped organise the event. We give thanks to God for Hs mercy and
goodness to us all.

Ben Strachan; Peter Stoner
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For Prayer Ministering Brethren
(January and onwards)

Gbenga Fagbenle
Glory to God for His infinite mercies over His people. We all have
been kept safe despite the fear within and the fight without around
the world. As reported last month about my visit to Igbe� Assembly,
we had a service for our brother Amos Okanlawon who was called
home. The Assembly Oversight felt it would give opportunity to
share the Gospel to our brother’s children and family who are
nominally Chris�an and some Muslim. I am hoping to be in Port-
Harcourt and Warri during the month of December 2020 D.V., and to
be back early enough to a�end the Leadership
Training Programme (LTP) of our District. More prayers are requested for
the work ahead as we head into the new year.

Brian Johnston
Ongoing local physical gatherings, DV.
Commi�ee mee�ngs (on Zoom).
Ongoing Zoom, Skype & WhatsApp ministry, Bible discussion and
pastoral support (mainly overseas).
Search for Truth Radio (home) recording

Craig Jones
I have tenta�ve plans to put something in place for a 'virtual visit’ to
Kingston Jamaica for a ministry series, some�me early in the New
Year. I’ll be providing recorded ministry for the Renfrew
Conven�on on 2 January and I’m also looking forward to connec�ng
with Northern Irish folks via Zoom for the Belfast Conference on 16
January.

Geralde Magusara
I'll con�nue to work in Malabog. Please con�nue to pray for us that
God will give us more strength to face our opposi�on there.

Karl Smith
My ac�vi�es look like con�nuing to be much the same, wri�ng and
recording li�le messages I hope will help others. Please pray that we
may be able to invite people into our halls or visit them in their
homes soon and that I may make the best use of the different
opportuni�es Zoom and Facebook allow in the mean�me.

Robert Wood
A measure of confinement con�nues in my work for the Lord.
Assembly in-church gatherings have resumed in Aberdeen but visits
to other Assemblies remain curtailed. An occasional Zoom Gospel or
ministry keeps me in touch with one or two Assemblies.
Birmingham’s weekly prayer mee�ng is a real blessing. We have
enjoyed three weeks ministry from David Woods. The outreach work
con�nues along now familiar lines with hymns and
Scripture readings using an iON PA system. New people are met.
This last week (26/11) Jamie, a builder working next door said, '
Great Music' & later 'Peaceful.' Others working with the builder have
said, when I told them what I was doing, 'We were listening!’ A
couple stood beside me for 15 minutes or so, and the lady said the
hymns are a blessing. May the Lord bless them. A lady drew
alongside me in Portsoy and sang to the hymn, 'Oh Lord my God.'
She was saved in 1963, and was a cousin of Magnus Smith who used
to be linked with the Church of God in Whitehills. She asked ‘when
will you be back’? The Lord said 'The fields are white.'

David Woods
Government restric�ons prevent travel, but there's con�nuing
connec�on with various Churches of God and youth groups via Zoom
for teaching and Bible studies. Commi�ee work con�nues too. We
cannot underes�mate the value of the increased opportunity to
read, study, discuss and share God's word (2 Tim. 2:9b).

Undeterred by the pandemic restric�ons, the NI District Events Commi�ee went ahead with planning for our annual
Fellowship Day in October. In the capable hands of our tech savvy younger men we enjoyed by Zoom a full programme of rich
teaching and group study. We even had �me for a quiz, some pre-recorded hymns/songs, and a short comfort break for a light
lunch.

Our subject was Romans 12 – the mind and heart of worship, and our guest speaker, Stephen Hickling (Birmingham), gave
us 4 talks en�tled:
1. Worship: the renewed mind and the transformed heart
2. The mind of worship - in ministry
3. The mind of worship – in mission
4. The mind and heart of worship exemplified by the Lord
In his first 2 talks, Stephen led us through precious teaching of what true and proper worship is all about: the renewed mind

(discerning); the heart reshaped (deligh�ng); and the life transformed (doing). As members of the Body of Christ we should
think of ourselves with sober judgment and serve with each other according to the faith and grace given to each of us to fulfil
our func�on and exercise our gi�. All, of course, for the building up of the Body and to the glory of God and Christ, the Head
of the Body His Church.

A�er talk 2, and just before lunch break, we had our first group discussion on the subject: The heart of worship: Rom. 12:
3-13. Then a�er lunch we had talk 3 reminding us of the fact of God’s wrath, that vengeance belongs to God and He will repay.
It’s our duty and privilege to feed our enemies, a radical new teaching of the Lord to His disciples. This was a good lead into
our second group discussion: The heart of worship: Rom.12:14-21.

We are very thankful to Stephen for his study ques�ons which led us in our discussions to understand more fully what it
means to offer our bodies to God ‘as a living sacrifice’, to have our minds renewed, transformed, and then to live our lives in
our Churches, and in the world, tes�ng and approving ‘what God’s will is – His good, pleasing and perfect will’. There were
many challenges in these verses and we look to the Lord for his grace and strength to respond in faith with obedience and full
commitment.

Stephen’s closing talk took us to a deligh�ul contempla�on of the One who was, in His life on earth, the perfect example of
how to please God in total obedience and surrender to the will of His Father. His holy, pure and sinless life, and His atoning
death at Calvary, were such a fragrant offering to God. In view of such mercy we must surely offer our bodies as living sacrifices
to God, holy and pleasing to Him.

It was such a delight to have fellowship around the Scriptures and even though we couldn’t enjoy our usual physical
gathering with the comfortable facili�es and good food at our local hotel, we were upli�ed and encouraged as we felt the
presence and leading of the Spirit.

One of the advantages of Zoom is that we could have connec�ons with others outside our district, including some from
Scotland who are now regulars for our Lord’s Day ministry and Wednesday evening prayer �mes. As well as our Sco�sh
visitors we had others connec�ng with us from the Churches in Newcastle and Manchester.

All the talks were recorded, so if you would like to listen to them at your leisure here are the links:
Talk 1: h�ps://youtu.be/b9ndQzrwzEs; Talk 2: h�ps://youtu.be/NrtPdmVOIiA;
Talk 3: h�ps://youtu.be/OKprqHLnsng; Talk 4: h�ps://youtu.be/_ZMljDBcDwk
So, a big thank you to Stephen for all that he brought to us and to our ‘hosts’ for their competent handling of the event.
We look forward, in God’s good will and vaccines permi�ng, to mee�ng again personally for our Fellowship Day(s) in 2021.

Lindsay Woods; Ian Lockhart

N. Ireland Fellowship Day - 23October

West Scotland District

Glasgow Convention 2021

Friday 1stJanuary 2021at 2.00pm

Please join us10mins. before 2.00pm

Meeting ID
869 73018939
Passcode
41108

Speakers

TomPalmer -Cardiff

Jo Johnson -Buckhaven

Tony Jones -Aberkenfig

Hymns

West Scotland District

Renfrew Convention 2021

Saturday 2nd January 2021at 2.00pm

TheYou Tube link
will be advised locally

and by
PRAYERMAIL
in December

Speakers
Craig Jones -Toronto
Phil Brennan -Buxton
Ira Williamson -Trinidad

Hymns

https://youtu.be/b9ndQzrwzEs
https://youtu.be/NrtPdmVOIiA
https://youtu.be/OKprqHLnsng
https://youtu.be/_ZMljDBcDwk
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January
01 West Scotland Glasgow Conven�on
02 West Scotland Renfrew Conven�on
16 Northern Ireland Winter Conference (Belfast)
25 Northern Ireland District Oversight Mee�ng (DOM)

February
06 Northern Ireland Men’s Study Day
19 East Scotland Weekend for Sisters (Fenwick Hotel)

March
06 Midlands District Overseers
12 Midlands Sisters Weekend (Holthorpe Hall)

April
18 Fellowship Week of Prayer

May
08 East Scotland Study Day for brothers (Auchenfoyle
Camp Site)
08 Midlands District Fellowship Day (Normanton-on-
Soar)
15 Northern Ireland Women’s Study Day (Rosspark)
22 Northern Ireland Camp Recruitment

June
05 Midlands Church in the Park (Birmingham)
05 Northern Ireland DOM
12 Midlands Church in the Park (Birmingham)
12 Midlands District Overseers
19 Midlands Church in the Park (Birmingham)
19 Northern Ireland Fellowship Day
21 Northern Ireland Camp Prayer Mee�ng
26 Midlands Church in the Park (Birmingham)

July
03 Midlands Church in the Park (Birmingham)
10 Midlands Church in the Park (Birmingham)
11 Northern Ireland Summer Camp
17 Midlands Church in the Park (Birmingham)
24 Midlands Church in the Park (Birmingham)
31 Midlands Church in the Park (Birmingham)

August
08 Midlands Youth Camp (Needwood)

September
04 Northern Ireland DOM
11 Midlands District Overseers

October
02 Midlands District Conference (Stoke TBC)
09 Northern Ireland Armagh Conference
23 Northern Ireland Fellowship Day

November
05 Northern Ireland Annaluin
06 North East District Newcastle Fellowship
20 IWDP
27 Northern Ireland DOM

December
04 Midlands District Overseers

We struggled for a whole week to find a place to bap�se
these newly converted people from our outreach in
Malabog,which is part of Davao City, Philippines. There were
two reasons for this struggle. Firstly, all inland resorts up there
are closed due to Covid-19; and secondly, access to natural
resources like falls or rivers was prohibited by government
soldiers because of figh�ng against rebels in the surrounding
area to where these people live. It had been declared a
cri�cally dangerous area. That’s because the government are
star�ng work on making a training camp for soldiers close to
the place where we have the mission work, and the rebels are
trying to stop them.

However, these circumstances didn’t stop the new saints’
desire to show their love for the Lord. They travelled 50
kilometres down to the city of Davao to be bap�sed, and they
were added to the Church on 15 November.

For your informa�on, these people are blessings from
Covid-19. One family in Davao was forced to move to this
mountain place when lockdown occurred in March, in order

to to plant corn and vegetables for living. A�er a couple of
months, instead of receiving the joy of profit from harvest the
price suddenly dropped and travelling to market was more

expensive than any profit they might make. For this reason, instead of wai�ng for the vegetables to decay they simply gave them
freely to their neighbors. One curious family inquired about their background and Daisy Celmar, wife and mother of the family,
shared with them the good news of salva�on, receiving profit from their harvest a�er all - not money but souls! Praise the Lord!

GeraldeMag-usara

Fellowship Annual Calendar of Events 2021

From le� to right in the photo the saints are Robert
Talandang, Ronnie & Edith Bitel, Arlyn, Joan, Linnie, Liezel,
andMichael Layugan.

Bap�sed at last!

Covid-19 and the ensuing rules enforced by authori�es may
have forced the Church here in Bran�ord, Canada to adapt
aspects of our gathering together, but we are glad to say we
con�nue to be blessed by addi�ons to our number.

Bryton Stacey was exposed to Chris�anity and the Churches
of God two years ago by his now-fiancée Claire (both are in the
a�ached photo). Bryton has been a frequent visitor to our
mee�ngs and was saved earlier this year. A�er witnessing the
recent bap�sm in Bran�ord of our brother Arnie, Bryton, like
the Ethiopian in Acts 8, independently decided he wanted to
be bap�sed without delay. We were happy to gather on 18
October along with several members of Bryton’s family to
bap�se our young brother and add him to the Church here the
following Lord’s Day.

Claire Cherewka was happily restored to our number on 25
October and we were further blessed with the addi�onal
restora�on of our young brother Jonathan Beimers Jr. on 22
November.

We do indeed praise our God from whom all blessings flow!
Trevor Shaw; Dave Neely

James on

12-14 MARCH 2021
MIDLANDS SISTERS’ WEEKEND

A Study of the Epistle of James – Guest Speaker James Needham
Hothorpe Hall, Leicestershire

forms & further information – celiabrennan@live.co.uk

We appreciate the present uncertainty due to C-19 Safety and
associated restrictions. Please join us in prayer that the Weekend
will go ahead if it is the Lord’s will. Please book early – fees will be
refunded if w/e is cancelled.

“The Coming of the Lord, and our
gathering together to Him”

(2 Thess: 2)

is the theme for the
WEEKEND FOR SISTERS 2021

19-21 February, God willing and Government
restrictions permitting

At the Fenwick Hotel,
Fenwick, Kilmarnock
(M77 junction 8)

with
Robert Shaw and Lennie Shaw (Swindon) our

guest speakers

Full details will be sent to Assemblies in
Scotland

Sisters from other areas are warmly invited

Further details from:
Eleanor Reilly on
0141 887 1423

L111nor@talktalk.net
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At homewith the Lord – Eric and EdithWillis, Liverpool, England

Midlands District Tribute to Eric Willis

Our senior couple, Eric and Edith Willis (Liverpool), both
passed into the Lord’s presence aged 99 and 96 respec�vely,
within 23 days of each other.

Eric was born on 8 September 1921 in Derby. An older sister
had died before he was born. He had two brothers, Jack and
Reg. Eric o�en spoke of the godly influence of his Grandmother,
with her strong faith in her God. His father was out of work and
they were rela�vely poor but he spoke affec�onately of an
enjoyable, if simple, family life.

During the War, Eric was a conscien�ous objector and did
agricultural work. Later he drove prisoners of war in a van,
learning Italian and German from them. He went to Germany
a�er the war to visit the newly-established Church in Essen.

Eric was a pioneer: in 1948 he became the first male nurse to
train in Derby. He o�en chuckled about how they didn’t know
what to do with him at �mes and how he was excluded from

some of the lectures not deemed appropriate! It was during this �me that he met Nurse Johnston and brought her to the
Church where she was saved and became a Chris�an disciple. He and Edith married in April 1950, celebra�ng their Pla�num
(70th) Anniversary this year.

Eric served in the Church in Derby and was an elder in the Midlands District from the 1950s, helping out in many smaller
Churches. He had a gentle and calm manner, quickly gaining the respect of people. Eric was a people person. He was also very
good with his hands and used his talents to help people in a prac�cal way. Eric went home to be with his Saviour on 25
October. At his passing, his wife declared, ‘He was a good man’. Other comments made include: ‘He was a reflec�on of Christ
in his demeanour’, ‘sheer faithfulness’ and ‘remembering his kindness, wisdom and humility’.

The family were only able to have 30 people to Eric’s funeral. Karl Smith gave a reading and prayer at the burial and, later,
spoke highly of Eric’s life of service.

Edith was born on 7 July 1924 on a rural farm in Fermanagh, Northern Ireland. Her childhood was marred by the death of
her mother when she was 8 years old. It was hard physical work as she was expected to help in the running of the farm. When
her father died she came over to England in 1947 to do care work. Encouraged by a doctor to get her nursing qualifica�ons
she applied to do nurse training in Derby where she met Eric. He took her to a Gospel mee�ng where she received the Lord
Jesus as her Saviour. She was bap�sed and added to the Church of God in Derby.

Edith was driven to work hard to care for others in every prac�cal way possible, and she had a genuine love and interest in
other people. She would do baking or make soup to take to people and o�en took home laundry too. Edith didn’t forget her
Irish roots and loved keeping in touch with rela�ves and friends, catching up with the news from ‘back home’.

Even in her last days, she was s�ll full of concern for others and, like Eric. her faith was the founda�on of her life. Edith and
Eric were very hospitable and regularly visited older and more isolated people and had many people to stay with them at their
home.

In 1999 they came to Liverpool, quickly se�ling into Church life in Merseyside. Eric also served as Elder to Birkenhead
Church. Although they both enjoyed good health into old age, more recently they felt the inevitable physical decline with
heart problems and reduced mobility. On 17 November Edith went home to be with her Saviour. Comments received included
‘She was so kind to me, giving me a home for a couple of months as I started out in life’, ‘I was not following the Chris�an path
at all at the �me. That didn’t deter Eric and Edith who showed me so much love and kindness’ and ‘she made lovely soup’.

At the burial, Brian Tugwell read verses of encouragement and prayed. At the funeral service David Woods spoke about
Edith’s life serving her Lord.

They were great family people. Eric, in par�cular, loved it when the family were able to get together. They loved being with
their family and will be missed by Clarke, Ruth, Nigel; grandchildren Jenny, Anna, Helen and James and great-grandchildren
Jacob, Zac, Aaliyah and Charlo�e. They will be missed by the Church too.

Both services are now available to watch on YouTube thanks to their grandson James.
Brian Tugwell; David Webster

Paul, in his epistles to the saints, both in Ephesus and Colossae, describes Tychicus as being a beloved brother, faithful minis-
ter and fellow servant in the Lord. That is how we remember our brother Eric. We wish to pay tribute to his many years of faith-
ful service in oversight principally in Derby, and also sharing responsibility for a �me in Newhall as well as contribu�ng to the
wider Midlands District. We valued his wise counsel that was always given in a though�ul and compassionate way - a reflec�on of
his Chris�an a�tude in life, amply evidenced in his career in nursing and his work among the children of God. When Eric and
Edith moved to the North West District in 1999, they were greatly missed in the Midlands, but our loss was others’ gain. It can
truly be said of Eric that he fought the good fight, finished the race (a long one in his case, 99 years), and kept the faith. Eric was
and is an example to us all.

P.J. Brennan; J.A. Bowler

It is in the spirit of the writer to the Hebrews who could say, ‘Remember your leaders, who spoke the word of God to you.
Consider the outcome of their way of life and imitate their faith’ (Heb. 13:7) that theNorthWest District pays tribute to our dear
brother Eric Willis. A whole life�me of commi�ed service that we would all do well to emulate.

Eric joined the North West District Oversight when he moved from the Midlands in 1999. Over the years he made his mark as a
quiet but though�ul brother, always ready to bring the benefit of his knowledge of Scripture and rich prac�cal experience to our
discussions, Bible studies and �mes of prayer. Two elements of Eric’s service will be par�cularly missed:
•His gentle and caring shepherd-heart. Eric’s whole life, including both his professional career and his service as an overseer, was
characterised by caring for others. His rich experience as a nurse, and la�erly as a nursing tutor, gave him a broad range of
prac�cal experience. He would o�en draw on that experience,
sharing his perspec�ve with his fellow elders, as we considered
how we may best care for the Lord’s people.
•His faithful a�endance and dependable contribu�on at District
Overseers’ Mee�ngs. It was only in recent months, because of his
failing health, that Eric was unable to a�end. Prior to that, he could
be depended upon to be always present and ready with a
though�ul contribu�on regardless of the topic under
considera�on.

Of course, Eric was half of the ‘Eric and Edith double-act’ – a marriage
partnership that, by God’s grace, lasted for just over 70 years. As we
remember Eric, we also acknowledge dear Edith and the faithful
contribu�on she made in their partnership of service. We are grateful
that our sovereign Lord saw fit to call them both home to glory - within
a month of each other. It was a fi�ng conclusion to their extraordinary
lives of service. Both will be dearly missed.

Steve Seddon; DavidWoods

North West District Tribute to Eric and Edith Willis

Gree�ngs to you from the Church of God. Alagbole, Ogun State,
Nigeria in the name of our Lord, Jesus Christ. May you con�nue to
know the peace of the Lord. This is the report of ac�vi�es in Alagbole
for the month of November 2020.

It was a �me of rejoicing for us in Alagbole on 1November, when we
had the joy of receiving back into the Fellowship our beloved brother,
Endurance Alibo. Endurance Alibo had been numbered with the
Assembly in Aviara but le� the Fellowship. He confessed how gracious
the hand of God had been on him. He had a�ended several churches
for years but could not find sa�sfac�on un�l he returned back to the
Church of God. It was a great day to have him back as an answer to
God’s people’s prayers formany years. In his response a�er the service,
he was overjoyed that he had finally found the rest that he had longed
for many years while he was away from us. Please remember him, the
family and the Church in prayer as you rejoice with us.

Sule Shobowale; Gbenga Fagbenle

Gree�ngs to you from the Church of God, Ejigbo in the nameof our
Lord, Jesus Christ. May you con�nue to know the peace of the Lord.
This is the report of ac�vi�es in Ejigbo for the month of November.

It was a �me of rejoicing for us in Ejigbo on 15 November, when we
had the joy of bap�sing two of our children, Master Chukwuemeka
Chukwumah and Miss Faith Athobe. Both of them had been saved at a
programme organized by the Church. They were happy as they le� the
bap�stry in the Church compound a�er the bap�sm. The Church had
waited in prayers for such a day. On Lord’s Day 22 November, both of
them were added to the Church. Please remember these young ones
in prayer, as you rejoice with us.

Sule Shobowale; BabatundeOkunola

The Church of God, Alagbole,
Akute

The Church of God, Ejigbo
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Notice Board

January

01 West Scotland Glasgow
Conven�on

02 West Scotland Renfrew
Conven�on

16 Northern Ireland Winter
Conference (Belfast)

25 Northern Ireland District
Oversight Mee�ng

KEY:
DySGu - District Study Group, S. Wales
SOH - Sisters’ Open House
MFC - Mount Forest Camp
YC - Young Chris�ans
YPM - Young Peoples’ Mee�ng
TTT - Ten to Thirteen

We are aware that due to
COVID-19, events are cancelled;
however some may happen via

online methods.

Text for theMonth
Be joyful in hope, pa�ent in afflic�on,
faithful in prayer. Romans 12:12 (NIV)

Amazing story of God’s overruling
Kobiro, Ideh-Warri, Nigeria

Not many in Nigeria doubt the existence of
God. Less than 1% of the country’s over
200,000,000 ci�zens are in this bracket, but
Kobiro, who is 17, was. She comes from a poor
family of 3 brothers and 3 sisters, all squa�ng
in a single bedroom accommoda�on. She lost
her father at the early age of 11 when she was
about to try her primary six cer�ficate
examina�on, leaving her mother with the
difficult job of fending for the family by
trekking long distances, hawking beans cake
(the tradi�onal moi moi). Things got
complicated for her when her older brother,
who was a bully, would beat her at the slightest
provoca�on. This explains Kobiro’s long
journey, not only of doubt about the existence
of God but also hate for the seeming God of
love who had allowed her family to suffer.

Although she was compelled by her mother
to go to church, and even became a warder,

she had no knowledge of or rela�onship with God. Things started changing for her
over two years ago when she started a�ending our annual Vaca�on Bible Course (VBC)
and the monthly Bookworm Readers’ Club. By December 2019 she became a regular
in a�ending Church, including our Bible class for visitors, although looking gloomy,
withdrawn and indifferent some of the �me. A combina�on of lessons gained from
Bible classes, reading ‘Four reasons to believe in God’- Crea�on, Conscience,
Communica�on, Christ’ (by Brian Johnston) and ‘Surviving the storms of stress’-
(Discovery Series Bible Study), together
with our prayers, helped to remove the
scales from her eyes to see and trust the
invisible God. She confessed to
repentance and faith in Christ in June. She
was bap�sed and added to the Church of
God, Udu, (Warri) in July 2020. One of her
favourite hymns is, ‘Amazing grace how
sweet the sound, that saved a wretch like
me!’

I was par�cularly encouraged at
Kobiro’s interview, because this was my
closest encounter with someone moving
from a confused posi�on of logic, science,
and cri�cal thinking that there is no God,
to faith and freedom in Christ. She is
currently doing a 1 year voca�onal training
course in automo�ve engineering.

Lawrence Onyokoko

No�ceboard

1 January @ 2pm West Scotland
District Glasgow Conven�on

2 January @ 2pm West Scotland
District Renfrew Conven�on

Calendar of Events

Please can Districts send through
their calendar of events for 2021.

We will then prepare a more
complete calendar in the February

magazine.


