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Jonah, A True Story
We learn many valuable truths from

Jonah’s remarkable experiences. His
thoughts were not God’s thoughts
when he baulked at preaching to the
Gen�les at Nineveh. They were to him
the enemies of Israel, so he a�empted
to flee from the presence of the Lord.
He should have known be�er (Ps.
139:7-10). God is sovereign. His will -
will be done! It cost Jonah to oppose
God in more ways than one. We note
God’s control over His crea�on. The
LORD sent out a great wind. Jonah was
asleep, unaware of men around him
perishing. Does that speak to our
hearts? It was a Gen�le captain who
told Jonah to "arise and call upon his
God" - what sound advice (Rom. 13:11-
14). We observe God can bring good

out of evil (Gen. 50:20). Nothing
happens by chance. The LORD
prepared a great fish to swallow Jonah
who spent 3 days and 3 nights in its
belly, the strangest of places to pray
from and what he said, "Salva�on is of
the Lord".
What the Lord Jesus said in Ma�.

12:38-41 should dispel any doubts
about this being a true story, as He
linked with it His own experiences as
Son of Man in the heart of the earth
for 3 days and nights. The sign of Jonah
to the disbelieving Jews should have
pointed them to Himself. Ul�mately,
Jonah did preach themessage that God
gave to him and the people of Nineveh
repented and were saved which made

the reluctant preacher very angry, so
much so he wanted to die (Jon. 4:3).
Yes, God is gracious and forgiving, not

only to the people of Nineveh but also
to Jonah! So the LORD prepared a
gourd to provide shade for him from
the blistering sun. Jonah was
exceeding glad. Then God prepared a
worm that killed the gourd and Jonah
was no longer protected and he wished
again to die. God reasoned with Jonah,
‘You had pity on the gourd that had
such a short life. Should not I spare the
people of Nineveh?’
We live in a hard and pi�less world. Is

God saying to us we should be more
like Him and have pity on others? (Pro.
24:11-12).

Neville Coomer

After a long break Ravulapalem were delighted to
break bread together again.
Margao, Goa, also thrilled to return to mee�ng

together physically. It was not possible to sa�sfy
distancing requirements in the fi�h floor flat where
they normally meet. Their desire to keep the Lord’s
command was so strong they decided to find rented
premises.
They started back on Sunday 6 December, and to

their added joy they were graced with the presence
of Sebi and Nela fromWembley Assembly.

Brian Tugwell
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For Prayer Ministering
Brethren

(February and onwards)

Phil Brennan
With Covid-19 restric�ons con�nuing, most of my work
is carried out on-line and via email, le�er and phone
calls. Locally, we are s�ll able to meet for the
Remembrance, ministry of the word and the prayers, and
I enjoy regular online contact with Stoke-on-Trent and
No�ngham. Looking ahead, I have an online
commitment to Toronto once a week through March,
and I have commi�ed to record ministry generally. I do
find, however, that there is spare capacity in my diary for
further online teaching. Please get in touch with me if I
can do anything to help in the Assemblies during these
strange days. I much prefer live online to recorded
videos, but please say if there is any need that I can help
supply.

Gbenga Fagbenle
For the month of February, I hope to be with the Abuja
Assembly from 5-25 February.

Brian Johnston
We are able to con�nue to func�on in lockdown, so
keeping busy locally.
Weekly internet ministry to overseas areas and (mainly
UK) youth.
Various oversight, commi�ee and online Gospel/report
du�es.

SB Khupboih
We share the good news in the hall, and in one of our
Church family homes in Munlai, on Monday, Tuesday,
Wednesday and Friday evenings. We will con�nue as
long as possible in the coming months. Every Lord's Day
morning and Saturday evening we will con�nue to visit
the Assembly in Pyidawtha. From 3 to 8 February we plan
to have outreach in Pyidawtha, and in Khumnuai from 17
to 22 February in God's will. We will also visit the Church
families in February too and plan to visit the Assembly in
Suangphei in March.

Geralde Magasura
I'll con�nue to work in Malabog, helping following-up
our prospects in Longanapan and Bollukan, and visi�ng
Churches to strengthen them.

Lawrence Onyokoko
In February I shall be working in Owerri, Ibedeni, and
Liberia.

Karl Smith
Alongside my usual outreach to individuals and wri�en/
Zoom messages, I aim to write for Needed Truth and
keep up with commi�ee work. We have adapted our
local Zoom mee�ng on Sundays to be more Gospel
oriented and are encouraged that some of our visitors
are star�ng to join. We now want to work on developing
this and our presence online generally. Please pray that
a way will open up for me to get down to England to
record some presentable Gospel messages for the
Fellowship Outreach Commi�ee to use more widely on
social media. I am frustrated that current restric�ons
have made this impossible.

12-14 MARCH 2021

forms & further information – celiabrennan@live.co.uk

Hothorpe Hall, Leicestershire
A Study of the Epistle of James – Guest Speaker James Needham

MIDLANDS SISTERS’ WEEKEND

James on

Due to C-19 restrictions in England we have found it necessary to
cancel the Midlands Sisters’ Weekend for 2021.
The arrangements for subject and guest speaker are all being held over for what we hope
will be our next Bible Study Weekend – March 2022 God willing.
In view of disappointment and in lieu of the study weekend, we are hoping to arrange a
‘virtual’ time of fellowship on Saturday 13th March – more details to follow.

“The Coming of the Lord, and our
gathering together to Him”

(2 Thess: 2)

is the theme for the
WEEKEND FOR SISTERS 2021

19-21 February, God willing and Government
restrictions permitting

At the Fenwick Hotel,
Fenwick, Kilmarnock
(M77 junction 8)

with
Robert Shaw and Lennie Shaw (Swindon) our

guest speakers

Full details will be sent to Assemblies in
Scotland

Sisters from other areas are warmly invited

Further details from:
Eleanor Reilly on
0141 887 1423

L111nor@talktalk.net
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NewYear Conference and YPM, Ravulapalem

On 5 January we held our New Year
conference with the theme of Forgiveness.
Brother Edward led us to Mark 11:25 and
spoke on ‘Forgive when we pray’, ‘Forgive as
the Lord forgave’ (Col. 3:13) and, remembering
the Lord's prayer ’forgive as we are forgiven’.
A�erwards younger ones joined in discussion
at the YPM, where we covered such subjects as
strength, carrying the yoke and not despising
our youth. Five girls aged between 18 and 24
and 2 boys commi�ed themselves to the Lord.
They are children of the saints and we taught
them about bap�sm and addi�on.
We have restarted the midweek prayer

mee�ng on Wednesdays under Covid
restric�ons. The prayer support of the People
of God is needed, please.

At home with the Lord
Sister Saveetree passed away at the age of

66. She was a regular a�ender. A second heart
opera�on failed. Her son, Rambabu, is with us
in the Church. Brothers Edward and
Satyanarayana led prayers at the funeral,
sharing Psalm 90:3-10 along with New
Testament verses of comfort.

K.Satyanarayana; SJM. Edward

Life’s Experiences
I am well aware that many of you have had difficult �mes which you naturally would not

have chosen, yet on reflec�on you have seen the goodness of God. You have felt His love.
You know how He cares for you. God answers our prayers and meets our needs. Many have
seen the power of God at work.
It could be so helpful if you would share any special experiences that you have had in the

past and show how God has guided you to comfort or to overcome such challenges. Who
knows howmuch your experience could help some one else? As you may know, we produced
a book "100 TESTIMONIES" which has been helpful and appreciated by many. If we receive
sufficient "LIFE’S EXPERIENCES" we would consider pu�ng some of them also in a book. We
would love you to help us.
Please write or type on paper, not the Internet (we don’t want to lose them)! Ar�cles to be

short, of up to 350 words please. If you have a �tle, even be�er; and please date and sign it
in block capitals. Then please send it to Neville Coomer, Hilton of Forthar, Glenrothes, Fife, KY7
6LP.
All welcome from any part of the world. Thank you very much.

Neville Coomer
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January
01 West Scotland Glasgow Conven�on
02 West Scotland Renfrew Conven�on
16 Northern IrelandWinter Conference (Belfast)
16 South East Young Chris�anMee�ng
25 Northern Ireland District Oversight Mee�ng (DOM)

February
06 Northern Ireland Men’s Study Day
06 South East Brethren's’ Study Day
19 East ScotlandWeekend for Sisters (Fenwick Hotel)

March
06 Midlands District Overseers
06 South East District Event
12 Midlands Sisters Weekend (Holthorpe Hall)
20 South East Young Chris�anMee�ng

April
18 Fellowship Week of Prayer

May
08 East Scotland Study Day for brothers

(Auchenfoyle Camp Site)
08 Midlands District Fellowship Day (Normanton-on-Soar)
15 Northern IrelandWomen’s Study Day (Rosspark)
22 Northern Ireland Camp Recruitment

June
05 Midlands Church in the Park (Birmingham)
05 Northern Ireland DOM
12 Midlands Church in the Park (Birmingham)
12 Midlands District Overseers
12 South East District Event (Swindon)
19 Midlands Church in the Park (Birmingham)
19 Northern Ireland Fellowship Day
21 Northern Ireland Camp Prayer Mee�ng
26 Midlands Church in the Park (Birmingham)

July
03 Midlands Church in the Park (Birmingham)
03 South East Young Chris�anMee�ng
04 Scotland Boys’ Camp
10 Midlands Church in the Park (Birmingham)
11 Northern Ireland Summer Camp
11 Scotland Girls’ Camp
17 Midlands Church in the Park (Birmingham)
18 Scotland Teen Camp
24 Midlands Church in the Park (Birmingham)
31 Midlands Church in the Park (Birmingham)

August
08 Midlands Youth Camp (Needwood)

September
04 Northern Ireland DOM
11 Midlands District Overseers

October
02 Midlands District Conference (Stoke TBC)
09 Northern Ireland Armagh Conference
16 South East Sisters’ Study Day
23 Northern Ireland Fellowship Day

November
05 Northern Ireland Annaluin
06 North East District Newcastle Fellowship
13 South East District Event (Romford)
20 IWDP
27 Northern Ireland DOM

December
04 Midlands District Overseers
04 South East Young Chris�anMee�ng

Fellowship Annual Calendar of Events 2021
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Following on from last month’s
Intelligence we now have a photo of
brother Endurance Alibo, who has
been restored to the Fellowship.

Aligbole, Akute

Brother Dora Babu, aged 23, was
bap�sed and added on to the
Assembly on 3 January.

David Raju; Timothy

New Year bap�sm
at Ramavaram,
Andhra Pradesh

Accompanying photos of Master
Chukwuemeka Chukwumah and Miss
Faith Athobe, whose bap�sms were
reported in last month’s edi�on.

Ejigbo

Bap�sms; Conference Reports; Births;Marriages; Obituaries; Camps; Adult Outreach; YouthWork
Intelligence is nothing without you. It can only exist if you use it to

share news across the Fellowship. You may think that what you do in
your Assembly is nothing out of the ordinary, but it could be a real
inspira�on to someone else. Or perhaps you’re an Assembly that just
struggles along and you think your story is unimportant, but a report of
your faithfulness could be a great help to others in similar
circumstances. A�er all, the Lord Himself shared with us the story of
Philadelphia, a Church that none of us would consider to be thriving. “I
know that you have li�le strength, yet you have kept my word and have
not denied my name” (Rev 2:8).
We all love to hear of the blessings of God, however big, however

small. So please, look at your Assembly, or District, and let us know
what’s happening. Don’t let anything go unreported. If you haven’t yet
done it, why not ask someone to be your Intelligence Correspondent?
If you’re a social media user who posts news to Facebook, don’t forget

to send it to Intelligence too so that we can all read it.
Guy and Steve

WANTED
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At home with the Lord – John McCarty, Belfast, N. Ireland
Our beloved brother John McCarty passed peacefully into the presence of

his Lord and Master in the early hours of Friday 11 December. Having been
born on 16 April 1946, John was 74 years old when the Lord’s call came for
him.
John was born into a large family and was the 10th of 11 children to the late

Evelyn (Lyn) andWilliamMcCarty. A�er his schooldays, he was employed as an
Environmental Health Inspector with Belfast City Council un�l his re�rement
John married Ruth (Mawhinney) on 10 September 1970, and their four
children - David, Heather, Norma and Alister - were all present in September
2020 to help John and
Ruth celebrate their
golden wedding
anniversary.
On 22 July 1962 John

was born again
(Jn.3:3), subsequently
bap�sed on 3 February
1963, and added to the

Church of God in Belfast the following Lord’s Day. He took his first
open-air mee�ng the following week, where he gave out the hymn
“O Christ, in Thee my soul hath found and found in thee alone”, a
tes�mony to the reality of the transforma�on he himself had
experienced. Many can tes�fy to the fact that John was a very able
Gospel speaker. He was always interested in the salva�on of boys
and girls early in their lives. He was involved in Shiloh Hall Sunday
School for many years, as well as a Monday night Bible class for
young people. He also volunteered at Camp and was Camp Cook
on many occasions. John was ‘always abounding in the work of the
Lord’ (1Cor. 15:58). He was a sure and steadfast man, who taught
his children the meaning of commitment and faithfulness.
As is common with many funeral services during 2020, the

service was restricted in a�endance. Nevertheless, John
Hutchinson paid a fi�ng tribute to the character and manner of
life of our brother John and brought words of comfort and
consola�on to the family. He emphasised that, like David of old,
John had one deep ambi�on that characterised his life:
“One thing have I asked of the LORD, that will I seek after; that I

may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life, to behold
the beauty of the LORD, and to inquire in his temple.” Ps.27:4 (RV)
At the graveside, on a cold but bright and dry winter’s day, Bob

Lockhart then preached the Gospel message to the assembled
audience who had come to pay their respects.
“If a man die, shall he live again? all the days of my appointed

time will I wait, till my change come.” Job 14:14 (KJV)
Emphasising the power of His resurrec�on (Phil.3:10), Bob le�

the audience in no doubt that whilst John’s body was being
returned to dust (Gen.3:19) and that his spirit had already
returned to God who gave it (Ecc.12:7) his soul was now “absent
from the body, and … present with the Lord” (2 Cor.5:8). Bob
appealed to all that this would also be their experience if they
placed their faith and trust in the Saviour whom John sought to
follow as a disciple all the days of his life.
Please remember in your prayers his dear wife Ruth, along with

David, Heather, Norma (her husband David Aitken), and Alister;
John’s siblings Kathleen, Robert, Brian, Norman, their spouses, and
the many nieces and nephews in the wider family circle.
“Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my word, and

believeth him that sent me, hath eternal life, and cometh not into
judgment, but hath passed out of death into life.” John 5:24 (RV)

Ian Lockhart; John Hutchinson
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At home with the Lord – Emily Brindle, Wishaw, Scotland
It is with a measure of regret but also with thanks that we report that the Lord has

called our sister to His presence. As a younger person and into later life, she was
industrious and fulfilled the great commission of Ma�hew 28. La�er days saw her
confined to a nursing home, and Covid regula�ons prevented family and friends from
visi�ng her. Her faith and trust in the Lord was strong right to the end of her 90 years.
A regulated number a�ended the funeral service, made up of brother James and his

wife Mary and nephews and nieces. Colin Brooks spoke of her early life and drew
a�en�on to this Christmas �me of year. As a fairly regular visitor he had knowledge of her
early days in Crossford Assembly as he too had been in that Church before its closure,
a�er which Emily was numbered with Hamilton (Scotland) and la�erly Wishaw.
Raymond, her nephew from Manchester, gave a few brief comments and then read a

eulogy sent over from his brother Edwin from Hamilton (Ontario) which spoke of the
close family associa�on and gave an insight into former days. He referred to the
bungalows in the hamlet of Tillietudlemwhen Emily and Helen were together andworked
in the nursery raising tomatoes and flowers. He spoke of how Sundays were special days
in the service of the Crossford Church, including Sunday School where Emily always spoke
well of her Saviour.
In secular life, Emily (with Helen, her sister with whom she lived before her call to glory)

worked hard and could keep pace with all who worked there.
In the ‘Brindle boys’ lives, they were taken to see many parts of Scotland and learned

many skills for life from her. She always displayed a godly character and influence.
A�er the closing prayer James gave a few personal enlightening comments.
At the graveside, Alex Brown spoke of the country lady and likened her to the great woman of 2 Kings 4 and 8 who lived

among her own people and was finally introduced to the King, likening it to her present situa�on in the King’s presence
and enjoying the peace and joy of all suffering being over. He then read 2 Thessalonians 4:13-17 asking all to have the same
joy and hope as Emily had in knowing Jesus as Saviour

C.H.Brooks, A.Brown

Our Assembly suffered the loss of another valuable brother in the homecall of
Laurie Williams on 4 November, beloved husband of Brenda for almost 50 years,
devoted father to Brent and Becki (Michael) Bertucci, and grandfather to
Sebas�on and Sophia.
Raised in a farming family, Laurie instead chose a career in educa�on and, as a

high school Geography teacher in all three Dundas high schools, became well
known to hundreds of students over the years. Many of them contacted him during
his eventual sudden illness, expressing apprecia�on of his teaching and personal
character. His academic training and his lifelong study of crea�on, together with
hands–on farm life of earlier days, equipped him as mentor and friend to many
people. He was always willing to give a helping hand.
Laurie and Brenda first met as students in the Dundas high school where Laurie

later began his first teaching posi�on. In �me he accepted the Saviour and was
bap�zed and added to the Hamilton Assembly in 1968, serving from 1981 in the
Dundas Assembly for 20 years and again in Hamilton for a further 20 years. Laurie
“gained a good standing, serving well” (1 Tim. 3:13) as a deacon in the Assembly and
in the District, as well as in the local community.
Laurie’s enjoyment in personal witness and outreach led him and Brenda to

service in youth and family camps at Mount Forest, Ontario (MFC), and Camp Baldy,
Colorado. For several years he served as Camp Director and for further years s�ll,
working on challenging projects, maintenance and landscaping at MFC.
Throughout their lives together, theWilliams’ home was noted for its warmth and

hospitality. At the memorial service on 12 November, Brenda and Becki paid warm tribute to the life and love of Laurie as
a devoted husband and father. The venue was so fi�ng – surrounding golf fairways, golden autumn leaves, brilliant
sunshine and clear blue sky - it was so “Laurie”, for in addi�on to his love of nature he excelled in golf and other sports. He
s�ll enjoyed playing ice-hockey in early 2020, having been on the McMaster University team while a student, and a high
school coach of (Canadian) football during his teaching career.
In addressing the gathered friends, Neil James (Bran�ord) gave illustra�on of the talents granted to Laurie and the

blessing they were to those he mentored. The greater gi� from God, by far, was highlighted as Laurie’s salva�on and
personal rela�onship with Jesus Christ, his Saviour and Lord.
We ask your prayers for Brenda, Brent, Becki & Michael, also grandchildren Sebas�on and Sophia, that in their loss God

will grant daily comfort and strength. The family greatly appreciate the expressions of sympathy sent by so many.
C. B. Archibald; J. Anthony; J. Thomas

At home with the Lord – Laurie Williams, Hamilton,
Ontario
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Notice Board

February

06 Northern Ireland Men’s Study
Day

06 South East Brethren's’ Study
Day

19 East Scotland Weekend for
Sisters (Fenwick Hotel)

KEY:
DySGu - District Study Group, S. Wales
SOH - Sisters’ Open House
MFC - Mount Forest Camp
YC - Young Chris�ans
YPM - Young Peoples’ Mee�ng
TTT - Ten to Thirteen

We are aware that due to
COVID-19, events are cancelled;
however some may happen via

online methods.

Text for theMonth
For in Christ Jesus you are all sons of
God, through faith. For asmany of you
as were bap�zed into Christ have put
on Christ. There is neither Jew nor
Greek, there is neither slave nor free,
there is no male and female, for you
are all one in Christ Jesus.

Gala�ans 3:26-28

Nigeria was frequently in the news last year for the wrong reason-
insecurity. According to a ra�ng by Global Peace Index (2020), Nigeria ranked
148 out of 163 countries. It placed the country among the five least peaceful
countries in sub-Saharan Africa, the others being DR Congo (155), Central Africa
Republic (157), Somalia (158) and South Sudan (161). This is a cause for concern
and prayers especially when twenty-two of the thirty-six Churches of God in
Africa are located in Nigeria.
Pius Onyeocha is one of the overseers in the Church of God in Okorikpehre

(Warri, Delta State) and works as a contract staff member with a mul�na�onal
company. While on his two-weeks off duty, he decided to go for a haircut in his
neighbourhood on 23 December. Just before he got to the barber’s shop,
somebody who apparently knew him hurriedly walked up to him and told him
he overhead a conversa�on by some young men, one of whom said, ‘this guy
looks like somebody who had recently come from abroad, he will make a good
ransom’. Knowing the implica�on of that report, Pius quickly trebled his steps
away from the vicinity and took a tricycle ride home. His family rejoiced with
him, thanked the Lord and prayed that his enemies might never find him.
Needless to say, Pius remained indoors for days. Haircut never became an
op�on un�l a�er a week when he was due to return to work. Please pray for
Nigeria. We do not take safety of lives and proper�es for granted.
‘If the Lord had not been on our side……Praise be to the Lord, who has not let

us be torn by their teeth. We have escaped like a bird out of the fowler’s snare,
the snare has been broken, and we have escaped. Our help is in the name of the
LORD, the maker of heaven and earth’ (Psalm 124:1,6-8 NIV)

Lawrence Onyokoko-Nigeria.

Amazing story of God’s overruling
Pius Onyeocha- Okorikpehre (Warri)


