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This Changing
World
At the recent funeral of Prince Philip,
the Duke of Edinburgh, Psalm 104 was
sung by a choir, set to music by William
Loveday with words adapted by Sam Dyer
in 1945. The Duke had chosen this to be
part of the funeral service, no
doubt because of his concern for and
apprecia�on of the environment that he so
loved. The crea�on from the hand of God
in Gen. 1:31 is described as ‘very good’.
Today, man is making havoc of the
environment through exploita�on, greed
and selfishness, to the detriment of
millions globally. The Apostle Paul says we
know that the whole crea�on groans and
travails in pain together un�l now (Rom.
8:22). All of this resulted from the fall in the
Garden of Eden and con�nuing sin
throughout the centuries. Psalm 104
describes how God sa�sfies the animals,
birds and man with suitable habitat, but
this world is rapidly changing. The
pandemic has shown us how fragile things
can be globally, with millions dying lonely
deaths.
Believers on the Lord Jesus Christ are
looking for His coming again to take us to
heaven. On earth the great tribula�on will
shortly follow, clearly described in the
Bible, and will fully live up to its �tle. In due
course the Lord will set up His reign over
the en�re world for 1,000 years; this will be
a �me of peace and plenty. Isa. 11
describes the wonderful changes that will
take place, with man, animals and
environment, "The wolf shall dwell with
the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down
with the kid. The lion shall eat straw like
the ox, they shall not hurt nor destroy in all
my holy mountain: for the earth shall be
full of the knowledge of the Lord as the
waters cover the sea. Na�on shall not li�
up sword against na�on, neither shall they
learn war any more" (Isa. 2:4).
The world is changing without a doubt.
The everlas�ng God does not change, and
His word, the Bible, will abide for ever.
Psalm 104 finishes with "I will sing unto
the Lord as long as I live; I will sing praise to
my God while I have my being" Yes, in our
day, we should praise God and act wisely.
Neville Coomer

Inside this issue

Wigan Recorded Ministry

Over recent months saints in Wigan, and those across the North West England
District joining our Zoom calls, have benefited from some excellent, Christ-centred,
ministry from our brethren Phil Brennan and Andy McIlree. Both were given a similar
brief, born out of a sugges�on from Avril Lynch, for ministry on Christ in the Old
Testament. With clear guidance of the Holy Spirit our brethren handled this subject,
each over a four week series, in a very different manner. Both focused upon the person
of Christ as revealed throughout the books of the Old Testament, and highlighted the
threads that are woven for us of the consistent primacy of God’s word.
“And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he explained to them what was said
in all the Scriptures concerning himself.” (Luke 24:27)
We desire to express our thanks to Phil and Andy for the �me spent in prepara�on and
presenta�on of this wonderful topic. All eight of the ministry sessions were recorded so
we share below the individual links in the hope that others may equally benefit from an
explora�on of this precious subject ma�er.

Phil Brennan – Old Testament Portraits of Christ
28 Jan 2021 - Books of the Law h�ps://youtu.be/_dD4vqhoITQ
4 February 2021 - Books of History h�ps://youtu.be/P4r0iN6R6Rk
11 February 2021 - Books of Poetry & Wisdom h�ps://youtu.be/v8tw�AJNdk
18 February 2021 - Books of the Prophets h�ps://youtu.be/vMjk1sQ6lV0

Andy McIlree – Christ in the Old Testament
8 April 2021 - Psalm 22 h�ps://youtu.be/_fJnyQkLs1s
15 April 2021 - Isaiah 49 h�ps://youtu.be/bRMCJqTPJRM
22 April 2021 - Isaiah 53 h�ps://youtu.be/OI8iqoBZn90
29 April 2021 - Daniel 2 h�ps://youtu.be/0DQieOK5wxU
Chris Su�on; Graeme J Hunter

Living Under Grace
Celebra�ons
Two Day Youth Programme
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For Prayer Ministering Brethren
(June and onwards)

Gbenga Fagbenle
My work in Surulere Assembly con�nues. Recently, we kick-started an evangelism programme which is termed “Who’s Your One?”.
The idea is that every saint in our Assembly should engage in personal evangelism with the aim of winning one person, and with the
help of the Holy Spirit to disciple the person (Ma� 28:18-19; Mark 16:15). In order to make this an effec�ve evangelism drive we are
launching another program called “L.I.F.E” this month. LIFE means: L - learn; I - intercede; F - fellowship; E - evangelism. It is a
home cell concept where the members of the Assembly would reach their communi�es with the Gospel. The aim here is to enhance
the “Who’s Your One?” programme. This programme would be carried out in three (3) centres namely: Surulere, Mile 2 area and
Ikorodu where we have a study centre. It is hoped to have this programme every month and also to use
public holidays for gathering together to carry out L.I.F.E.
Brian Johnston
Currently working on Needed Truth finalising and Search For Truth recording.
Input to Leigh and Antwerp weekly.
Monitoring of overseas areas.
Occasional video ministries at home and abroad.

Living Under Grace
This pandemic we are in is causing stress to everyone, with no way of knowing when normality will return. However,
deligh�ng our hearts through Church ac�vi�es is the best way to fuel faith that’s slowly fading, and it allows us to connect
and draw closer to God and to realise that there is something out there that is bigger than ourselves. Ul�mately, that
connec�on with God is strengthened and reinforced by our Church ac�vi�es.
Everyone felt the joy when we were gathered to a�end the Local Church Fellowship here in Nabunturan on 26 April.
Every saint, including saints from other Churches in the Philippines, rejoiced. The obvious gladness shown lit up their eyes
from what was surely filling their hearts, as the people of God were together praising and celebra�ng the goodness of His
omnipotent power and love.
“Living Under Grace”, primarily seen from the book of Romans 6:14, was Bro. Geralde Mag-usara’s (Davao) topic. He
explained the word “Grace” is an undeserved favour which is ul�mately found in the Person of God’s Son, Jesus Christ
(John 1:14; Titus 2:11). In Him we learn the profound meaning of grace. “Grace” was seen already many �mes in the Old
Testament, and one example is at the Flood during the days of Noah when mankind was corrupted by wickedness. Before
Noah made an ark, he had already found grace in the eyes of the Lord (Genesis 6:8) that saved him and his family. It’s the
same for us today. We are saved by grace (Eph. 2:8), not according to any of our deeds. It is based on a) His will (John 6:40),
meaning God gave us favour through His will even though we don’t deserve anything from Him, but because of God’s love
He gives us undeserving favour realised in the life of Jesus Christ through His sacrifice on the cross; and b) His choice (John
15:16), meaning He chose us first before anything was made (Eph. 1:4) and it is a great favour for us to have a life that’s
been chosen; and, c) His unchanging mind (Rom. 11:29). Since God’s mind never changes, our salva�on as well is
constantly secured. God will never take back the salva�on we received. Therefore, God’s favour is demonstrated to us
today in the life of His Son Jesus Christ who has made everything favourable for us. Moreover, living under grace doesn’t
mean we rejected the law (which is good in itself) but grace is be�er.

SB Khupboih
We are grateful to share that by God's grace 5 young people were bap�sed recently. On 2 May three people were bap�sed; they are
brother Thang Deih Khai, 18 years old; brother Suan Za Mung, 14 years old; and sister Cing Deih Zom, 18 years old. They were added
on 9 May and the same day 2 young sisters were bap�sed. They are sisters Niang San Nuam and Zen Deih San, who are both 12 years
old. These days we con�nually share the good news to some visitors in Munlai hall at noon �me, and visit Pyidawtha Assembly
every Saturday evening and Lord's Day for the Remembrance and Gospel mee�ng. It's not yet possible to visit other Assemblies in
Myanmar. Please remember us in your prayers that God may bless the country of Myanmar for peace. Most of the families from
Munlai Assembly who ran to other places for safety have returned, and 4 families s�ll remain.
Geralde Magasura
I will con�nue working in Malabog and assis�ng Jimmy in Bollukan. I will also organise a conference in Pantukan on 15 May (DV).
Laurence Onyokoko
I will be working in Okorikpehre, Warri, and Owerri.
Karl Smith
Please con�nue to pray that videos and other posts will lead to real engagement with the Gospel, that Zoom ministry will be
refreshing, and that friendships recently renewed on social media will prove frui�ul in salva�on and spiritual restora�on for some.

In the middle part, Bro. Ronald Lobreza discussed “Newness”. Our brother began with the ques�on: ‘Shall we s�ll
con�nue sinning?’ He explained that grace does not permit us to live in sin because we have already died to it (Rom. 6:2).
We should not allow every member of our body to become an instrument of unrighteousness (vv.12-13) and we should
not allow ourselves to be ruled by sin (vv.20-21). In other words, grace stops us from sinning. We are newly created a�er
we receive Jesus Christ as our Saviour - not physically, but spiritually we became new in the sight of God.(2 Cor. 5:17). For
that reason, we are obliged to act as new crea�ons, able to reject evil habits or unrighteous behavior in the sight of God
(such as vices and gambling). Those are not from the Father but from the world. As new crea�ons by the grace of God, our
later bap�sm symbolises that we are burying our old selves to live a new life away from sin. It is an amazing grace of God
that we become transformed into having a new life through the realisa�on that we’ve been saved by the grace of God
through Jesus Christ.
The third unique part of the discussion, given by Bro. Emmanuel Paje, explained that grace not only gives us undeserving
favour and stops us from sinning, but also it shapes us from the “form” of doctrine that will mould us into the image of His
Son (Rom. 6:17, 8:29). The ‘form’ here refers to teaching of the Apostles, - Churches of God nowadays are totally following
these instruc�ons. Somehow, we came from different churches, but through the grace of God He brought us and now He
shapes us into one form of teaching which is only found in the doctrine of Churches of God.
A�erward we all sang the wonderful theme hymn en�tled: “Amazing Grace”. It was a really heart-cheering event we’d
shared together: not just to fellowship with our brothers and sisters, but a fulfilling joy we shared through God’s word. We
all realised afresh the goodness of God and His wonderful grace through Jesus Christ who gave His life for us, so that we
ended with the conclusion - ‘What an amazing grace is our God’s toward us!’
Jhonrou Sarsale; Cristel Morion

The Midlands District
Conference, planned
for 2 October in Stoke,
has unfortunately
been cancelled.
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Times of Rejoicing in the
Church of God, Ejigbo
Bap�sm and Addi�on of Mrs Faith Jeremiah

Please rejoice with us in the Church of God Ejigbo, as we
report the kindness of the Lord in the bap�sm on Lord’s Day
7 March of one of our friends, Mrs. Faith Jeremiah. Mrs.
Jeremiah has been a�ending the Church programmes for some
�me. The bap�smal service was conducted in the Church
premises a�er the Remembrance service. It was a joyful
moment to see friends and her family members witnessing her
bap�sm. It therefore pleased the Lord to add her to us on
Lord’s Day 14 March. Let us con�nue to remember her
husband, Mr. Jeremiah, in prayers. Our expecta�on is that very
soon he too will be willing to be bap�sed and added to the
Lord’s people, having witnessed his wife’s bap�sm.

Diamond Anniversary
– Dr. John and Anne
Robinson

Bap�sms in
Munlai

We are delighted to
acknowledge the 60
year marriage of Anne
and John Robinson.
John, originally from
Belfast, married Anne
on 22 April, 1961 in her
hometown of Buxton,
England. The young
newlyweds lost no
�me
in
finding
adventure and set sail
across the Atlan�c to
the east coast of
Canada, se�ling in
Newfoundland where
their
married
life
began. Their path
together would take
them further west to
Ontario, and a�er a
period of �me the west
coast beckoned them. With that, it was off to Bri�sh Columbia, ini�ally arriving
in Victoria but quickly se�ling in Vancouver where they s�ll live. They have been,
and remain, pillars of this Church community, demonstra�ng constantly that “a
cord of three-fold is not easily broken”. They are celebrated by their 3 children,
spouses and 4 grandchildren.
“The Lord himself goes before you and will be with you; he will never leave you
nor forsake you. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged.” (Deut. 31:8)
Richard Hutchinson; Kevin Jones

Birth of
Eli David King
in Melbourne

Restora�on of Mr. Wilson Nelson
We have the joy of announcing the restora�on of brother
Wilson Nelson back into the Fellowship. Brother Nelson had
sought restora�on a�er previously leaving the Fellowship. He
had a�ended several other churches but could not find
sa�sfac�on in any of them. It was a day of joy to the Assembly
when he was added.

We are very happy to
announce the birth of Eli
David King to our brother
and sister Ross and Sarah
King in Melbourne on 5
February. Eli was a couple of
weeks ahead of schedule
and we praise God for a safe
birth to mum and baby. Eli is
a li�le brother to Reuben,
now 2 years old. We rejoice
with the family including
grandparents here and in
Manchester, and in the fact
that we now have 5 small
children to Melbourne
saints - quite a turnaround
in just a couple of years, for
which we thank God for His
kindness.
"Blessed are the people to whom such blessings fall. Blessed are the people
whose God is the LORD" (Psalm 144:14).
Ron Busby; Roy Dickson

Five young people have recently
been bap�sed in Munlai. For further
details see SB Khupboih’s prayer
requests under Lord’s Servants.
SB Khupboih
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At home with the Lord – David Gray, Wishaw, Scotland

FOC Spring 2021 Update
FOC's Spring 2021 Update
has
recently
been
distributed to Assemblies in
digital form (a full version
and a print locally/at-home
version) - under the present
circumstances we reckon
that this is the most efficient
and effec�ve way of ge�ng
this informa�on out to all.
As you read through this
newsle�er you will no doubt
be greatly encouraged by
what the Lord con�nues to
do through the Churches of
God across the world,
despite the global pandemic,
as we reach out with the
whole Gospel of the blessed
God.
You can also use the QR
code to view the flipbook
version directly - simply
point any camera on a
smartphone at it to trigger
the weblink.
Mar�n Jones;
David Woods

This is now the fourth obituary we have wri�en in the past 12 months.
Sadly for the Assembly, we give a short ar�cle on the life of our Brother David
R. Gray who was called home on 3 April 2021 a�er four months being looked
a�er in a care home.
David, with his two brothers Tom and Isaac, grew up on the smallholding in
Stonebyers in the Clyde Valley, near to the town of Lanark. Their father, Isaac, like
so many others in these smallholdings (tradi�onal cro� sized parcels of ground)
had to wrest a living from a very difficult environment, growing mainly
strawberries, potatoes etc. This was no easy op�on and the boys were very much
involved in this in their early years. David, the middle of the three boys, had a
lively disposi�on and anything he embarked on he pursued with great
enthusiasm. He had three great loves. The first was his love of family life,
followed in due course by his work (as some know) related to agriculture, and by
no means least his love for the Lord and his Bible. The love for the Lord showed
in how well thumbed and noted his Bible was. He was definitely a ‘people
person’ and enjoyed especially Fellowship company. He started work with Lawrie
and Symington, Auc�oneers, as an office boy and never changed employers
during his working life. His enthusiasm spilled over and he went on to be an
auc�oneer himself. This in every way suited his natural gi�s and temperament.
David was led to the Saviour as an eleven year old by his mother Mary on the
night his pet goat choked itself on its tethering chain. (You can read this for yourself in the book ‘100 Tes�monies of God’s
grace in Christ’ collated by Neville Coomer – page 63-4, published by Hayes Press). The amazing thing was that he was
saved the same evening as his elder brother a�er the local Gospel mee�ng in Crossford.
It seemed natural for David to be bap�sed and added in due course to the Church in Crossford and he con�nued working
with children and youth all through the majority of his life. He met a young Liverpool sister who became his wife, Margaret,
in 1962 and they con�nued in Crossford before moving to Wishaw and then Hamilton and finally back to Wishaw.
Margaret is now le� with son Bryan, his daughter Aimee (David’s only grandchild) and daughter Lesley and her husband
Alan who have been a support to Margaret in making the arrangements.
Working with young people led him to Sunday School work, Sco�sh Camp and Study Weekends and these were referred
to in the eulogy and service taken, under Covid Regulatory restric�ons, by his long-term associate, especially in Sco�sh
Camp work, Leonard Ross (Aberdeen). Leonard referred to the many �mes they spent together but always in the light of
our Saviour’s coming to call all believers home to glory. At the end of the tribute a tape played the hymn ‘When my life
work is ended’, which fi�ed in well with the message given.
At the commi�al, evangelist John Black, who was also a Camp comrade whether in work days at the Auchenfoyle
Campsite or in the opera�on of Boys Camp, Second Week, referred to David as similar to the faithful servant whose ear
was pierced and served his master for the rest of his life. The ques�on was raised as to whether we all share in the future
that David is experiencing now. The Hymn ‘Face to face’ was sung on a tape.
No tribute could finish without reference to the many �mes David, along with Andy McIlree, visited Myanmar (Burma).
Again, David just loved to speak of his visits to that country where he was made so welcome and where he endeared
himself to the brethren and sisters in the Churches there; they were always in his heart..
Colin H Brooks, Alex Brown

David Gray - West Scotland District Tribute

WANTED
Bap�sms; Conference Reports; Births; Marriages; Obituaries; Camps; Adult Outreach; Youth Work
Intelligence is nothing without you. It can only exist if you use it to
share news across the Fellowship. You may think that what you do in
your Assembly is nothing out of the ordinary, but it could be a real
inspira�on to someone else. Or perhaps you’re an Assembly that just
struggles along and you think your story is unimportant, but a report of
your faithfulness could be a great help to others in similar
circumstances. A�er all, the Lord Himself shared with us the story of
Philadelphia, a Church that none of us would consider to be thriving. “I
know that you have li�le strength, yet you have kept my word and have
not denied my name” (Rev 2:8).
We all love to hear of the blessings of God, however big, however
small. So please, look at your Assembly, or District, and let us know
what’s happening. Don’t let anything go unreported. If you haven’t yet
done it, why not ask someone to be your Intelligence Correspondent?
If you’re a social media user who posts news to Facebook, don’t forget
to send it to Intelligence too so that we can all read it.
Guy and Steve

As a District, we can say with the home call of our much-loved brother David Gray “A giant has fallen among us”. Of
Gideon it was wri�en “The Lord is with you, you mighty man of valour!” and of Tychicus “He is a dear brother, a faithful
minister and fellow-servant in the Lord”. These words epitomise our brother David, a man who devoted himself to the
Lord and His people, not only in Scotland but elsewhere.
David’s love for the work of God in Myanmar is well known in western Assemblies, but much be�er known by all those
he loved in Insein, Munlai, Pyi Daw Tha, Khumnuai and Suangphei. They sensed his care, they enjoyed his company, and
were blessed by his ministry as he touched their lives in their halls and their homes. But it went much farther than their
precious circle of Assembly life: he was well known by shopkeepers, restaurant owners and by teachers in a Bible College
where he shared in their teaching sessions and student gradua�on days.
Here, in his homeland, his enthusiasm for Myanmar spilled over, and others including a lord and a local garden centre
joined with many of his brothers and sisters to help those dear ones who meant so much to him. We thank God that what
each of us saw in David can be summed up in Paul’s apprecia�on of Epaphroditus, for he was “my brother, fellow worker,
and fellow soldier,” and “your messenger” [Phil 2:25] to our Myanmar brethren and sisters.
David and the Sco�sh Camp went together like coffee and cream, one was synonymous with the other. He impacted
posi�vely on every life and he loved being amongst the boys. A Camp Leader during the 70’s and 80’s, David con�nued in
service despite re�ring from official leadership in 1987, having fulfilled a prominent role with enthusiasm. Indeed, in later
years he visited Camp to enjoy any study that was happening but also just to be there – Auchenfoyle had a very special
place in his heart!
David was an integral part of any sisters’ weekend over many years as a ‘help’ to Leonard Ross. From Biggar to Dunblane,
West Kilbride to Fenwick via a visit to Ayr, David enthusias�cally met us at the door when we arrived, always offering to
carry a case to a designated room. He just loved being with his ‘beloved sisters’, sharing in conversa�on at meal�mes with
the youngest to the oldest. David had a ready word of ministry on Lord’s Day morning before our prayer �me and visit to
our local Assembly. He was very much missed when he was not able to join us, with Margaret, at our last weekend in
March 2020.
David’s faithful service, love for the Lord’s people, wonderful shepherd care, wise counsel, encouragement, enthusiasm
and ready smile will be sorely missed at District mee�ngs, conferences, Camp - for David, the words “Well done, good and
faithful servant” have indeed become a reality.
On behalf of West Scotland District
Bob Hawthorne; Karl Smith; Andy McIlree (Myanmar);
Leonard Ross (Camp); Eleanor Reilly (Sisters’ weekend)

Notice Board
Two Days Youth Programme In Abuja
It was an encouraging �me for our
young people on 17 - 18 April, when
they organised an outreach in the
community. The theme was 'Love in
Ac�on'. Prior to these dates our Gospel
Worker from the East/Delta District,
Brother Godwin Ariwodo who was
working amongst us, led the young
people in door to door evangelism and
distribu�on of invita�on leaflets. Four
visitors were present on the first day
and eight a�ended on the second day.
We pray that there will be more similar
exercises in the future.

Our young sister Blessing Imoukhuede,
12 years old, was bap�sed on 9 May.
Please pray for her to be kept while away
at school. Our environment is
predominantly Muslim so we con�nue to
ask for your prayer support as we press
on with our witness amongst them.
One of the speakers during the
Youth programme, Olufisayo
Modupe

We are aware that due to
COVID-19, events are cancelled;
however some may happen via
online methods.
June
05 Midlands Church in the Park
(Birmingham)
05 Northern Ireland DOM
12 Midlands Church in the Park
(Birmingham)
12 Midlands District Overseers
mee�ng
19 Midlands Church in the Park
(Birmingham)
19 Northern Ireland Fellowship
Day
21 Northern Ireland Camp
Prayer Mee�ng
26 Midlands Church in the Park
(Birmingham)

" Go ye...Lo, I am with you always,..."
Ma�hew 28:19-20
Mark Imoukhuede

Don’t forget lots of teaching resources
are available online via YouTube

Text for the Month

The video back catalogue is available on the Fellowship's YouTube channel
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Email:
editors.intelligence@gmail.com

Peace I leave with you; my peace I
give you. I do not give to you as the
world gives. Do not let your hearts be
troubled and do not be afraid.
John 14:27 (NIV)
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