July 2021

Rajahmundry, Andhra Pradesh, India

These are dark days for every Chris�an to proclaim the
Gospel and carry out the Lord’s service - challenging �mes
for all disciples!
The regular yearly visits of our beloved ministering
brothers from abroad to our Assemblies in India has been
stopped and the oneness and joy of fellowship is under great
stress. The visits of local brothers to other Assemblies have
also been stopped. The breaking of bread and worship and
praise singing has been stopped for over a year except for 2
or 3 month periods.
We thank God though for the provision of online
technology like Zoom, which has kept us near and helped us
feel a sense of global togetherness even in these pandemic
�mes.
In these circumstances though, we have been pleased to
have Bro. Craig Jones of Toronto Canada present weekly ministry via Zoom over 5 weeks on Thursday evenings during May
and June, on the topic ‘Abundant Life’, based on John 10:10. The encouragement of the Lord’s purpose in coming to enable
believers to experience spiritual ‘life to the full’ was presented through the sub-topics of abundant grace (Acts 4:33),
abundant joy (2 Cor. 8:1-2), abundant hope (Rom 15:13) and
abundant love (1 Thess 3:12).
We were happy to extend the invita�on to all our 13
Andhra Pradesh Assemblies and other far away Assemblies
in India, for saints to connect and enjoy the ministry of the
word. Though the saints are hundreds of miles away from
each other, God our Lord enabled and made us so happy to
enjoy the fellowship through Zoom. Thanks be to our God
for His help in all the arrangements to conduct these
sessions.
We are all thankful to Bro. Craig Jones for his pa�ence and
concern about our Assemblies in this period of uncertainty.
Please con�nue to pray for our Assemblies who are in great
stress and fear due to the effects of the Covid-19 virus.
Dr. Gummadi Samuel Moses (Rajahmundry); Craig Jones

God’s Promise Fulfilled - Ezra 1

It was always God’s plan to bring His
people out of exile and back to
Jerusalem, but amazingly it was the
king in the country of exile whom God
moved to return the people and bring
them back. God moved the heart of
Cyrus King of Persia, who had
overthrown the Babylonian Empire, to
do this; who would have thought that
God would be at work in the heart of
this king? Through the prophet Isaiah
God had already foretold, some 150
years before, how He would use Cyrus
to do His will (Isa. 44:28 - 45:5) so the
unthinkable happened. The pagan king
issued instruc�ons freeing the Jewish
exiles to return to Jerusalem to rebuild
the temple (Ezr. 1:2-4)
A rela�vely small number, a remnant
of 50,000, returned home as God had
foretold (Isa. 10:22). In Jerusalem itself
a small group of survivors remained;
they were poor and had suffered badly
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(see Jer. 40:7: Lam. 5:2-5). Cyrus
ordered that the people be assisted
with money and resources to rebuild
the temple (Ezr. 1:4) This was an
amazing turning point in the history of
God’s people. When all seemed lost
God turned a new page with His
sovereign hand, demonstra�ng that
God remembers His word and fulfils His
promises. Cyrus ordered that all the
ar�cles that had been removed from
the original temple should be returned,
for not only had the temple been
destroyed and the people taken
cap�ve but all the valuable ar�cles
inside had been taken away. These
ar�cles had been made by spiritenabled cra�smen according to God’s
instruc�ons (Ex. 31:1-10) and were
necessary for the worship of God.
The returning remnant brought with
them animals and other possessions.
They had been taken cap�ve, stripped

of everything, but God remembered
them and gave them favour in the land
of their cap�vity. God was honoured
when some of the men gave
generously, according to their ability,
freewill offerings for the building of the
temple (Ezr: 2:60) This showed their
apprecia�on of what God was doing,
for it was the hand of God that brought
His people back to their land as He had
promised (Jer. 29:10) Nothing happens
beyond God’s control. God had kept His
promise in bringing a remnant of His
people back to Jerusalem and enabling
them to worship Him again there.
God said to His people ‘’ I will repay
you for the years the locusts have
eaten’’ (Joel 2:25). Whatever we may
lose by our straying from God He is able
to restore when we return to Him
‘’Return unto me says the Lord of hosts
and I will return unto you’’ (Zech. 1:3)
Lewis Milligan (Armagh)
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Reports from Africa
Malawi
We would like to report on the vigorous Gospel work that
is being undertaken in Malawi. Many are being discipled at
this �me. Those newly bap�sed in new loca�ons are then
added to their nearest Church of God (and break bread at
least once a month if distance hinders). A programme of
further Church plan�ng is under ac�ve development.
We have two ac�ve Gospel Workers (Topesa & Patson
Ka�mba). Topesa sends many photographs like the one
below, perhaps recalling how we might picture the crowds
lining up to be bap�sed in the Jordan river. Thanks to a
generous dona�on, this good work is being assisted by a
4WD Gospel Van. (Clifford & Joe are happily shown taking
possession below). Among a new genera�on of overseers
there is a zeal for reaching out with the Gospel.

improvement. Chiwanje is twice the size of Solomoni
village.
At Chuzu, some have been wai�ng 10 to 12 years. There
are 38 who are bap�sed and added with two deacons
among them. From the recent crop of interviews 113 out
of 130 were judged to be suitable for bap�sm, and this
took place on 15 May conducted by Patson, Sam Phiri and
Luke Beka. 94 persons are shown below being bap�sed at
Chuzu by Sam and Luke.

At Nkhotakota (see below) there are 28 persons who are
bap�sed, with 25 to be interviewed. They also are
reques�ng help to improve on their thatched shelter. We
feel it is good to give a li�le support to those who have
already taken their own ini�a�ve to provide themselves
with a mee�ng place.

Oscar Soko held an open-air at Chiwanje which is 15
kilometres from Solomoni village (SV). 24 brothers and
sisters have been bap�sed and added from there and they
meet monthly at SV to break bread. There are some 35 in
total there, belonging to the 100 contacted by radio that
brother Mussa had alerted us to. They have their own hall
and we have agreed to give help to make a basic

Near to Mulomba, 18 kilometres away at Khanaja, there
are 18 who have been bap�sed with 17 more to be
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interviewed. Those who are added break bread once a
month at Mulomba.
At Nsanje (Boma) 32 await interview; and we have 33 at
Mbenje; and 30 at Chididi. (These three groups are the
same three groups visited by Brian and Kevin in 2018). 20
persons are shown below being bap�sed at Nsanje (which
is in the southern �p of Malawi, a staging post for entry by
4x4 into Mozambique).

At Phalula there are 15 persons that we are ac�vely
working with, five of whom are very conversant with our
teachings and are preparing for interview. (This follows on
from the reac�on to the funeral service of Mary Ka�mba).
Nearby at Balaka, there are 47 which includes three who
are now bap�sed, two of them having been added to SV.
At Phaloni, there are 94 already bap�sed and already
added to Nyezelera which is 25 kilometres away and they
are present there once a month.
Local brothers who are ac�ve in outreach propose that
with the present state of progress, accoun�ng for due
assessment of the strength of the work in the various
places, we should aim to consider plan�ng Churches in the
following order: 1. Chuzu, 2. Phaloni, and 3. Chiwanje.
In 2020, a new Bible teaching ini�a�ve, known as Project
Jehoshaphat (from 2 Chron.17:7-9) was launched. The
most capable teaching elders were trained and con�nue to
be sent out i�nera�ng throughout the rural churches to
bring the la�er to a good understanding of the Apostles’
Teaching. In the photo below, teaching on the House of
God had been delivered at Nyezelera. A distance learning
programme is in process of being set up which may extend
the training of the indigenous teachers. As well as a new
hymnbook for all the Churches, a transla�on of Alan Toms’
book ‘Where is God’s House Today?’ into Chichewa has
also been printed and is now available to support kingdom
building efforts.

Interviews via Skype and WhatsApp have con�nued
throughout lockdown (which has never to date affected
Malawi). There are now 20 recognised overseers in the 13
Malawian churches (a total of 15 Church companies).
Three of the latest to be recognised are shown below at

Chiringa (from le� to right: Brian Makande, Ezwick
Makawa, and Master Tepere).
It was to this area that the Lord had first directed our
steps 16 years ago. In 2005, a man by the name of Stanford
Wayawaya responded to Search For Truth radio broadcasts.
Brian Makande is Stanford’s brother. Stanford died a short
while ago, but a�er seeing a Church of God planted in his
village. Africa’s second largest mountain, the Mulange
Massif, gives an imposing backdrop here.

Chiringa Centre and Khande are now companies where
saints can gather and break bread. On 14 March, Chiringa
Centre (Town company) par�cipated in the breaking of
bread for the first �me with 94 saints inside a school block
followed by other programmes outside the block with
more than 130 people in a�endance. The total number of
registered saints here is 49. On 21 March, Khande
par�cipated in the breaking of bread for the first �me with
78 saints while other people were outside the hall. The
total number gathered was 136+. The total number of
registered saints here is 83. We thank God for your
support. Saints expressed their joy and are grateful for such
development. We encouraged them to remain strong,
con�nue learning, make progress and grow to become

mature. When the Khande company was formed (see
below), representa�ve elders of the ac�ng District were
present to read a le�er of gree�ng from SECA leaders in
fellowship with CCO on behalf of the pan-African oversight.
The majority of the brothers and sisters who form this new
company were previously iden�fied with what is now the
other company of the same Church. That is, we now have
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the Church of God at Nyezelera mee�ng in two companies:
one in Nyezelera itself and another a short distance away
at Khande (shown below). The arrangement eases
accommoda�on and transporta�on challenges, as the
Church, planted in August 2019, has con�nued to expand
numerically. The group below is the new company only,
grown from a similar company at Nyezelera which also
originated through SFT listeners there.

On behalf of Malawian elders: Clifford (Chair); Goodson
(Secretary); Topesa (Gospel Worker)
Mozambique

In May, the government finally li�ed lockdown
restric�ons and the three companies at Ngungunhana &
Nyangoma & Mandua were again really happy to be able to
meet.
Silva Gopan (deacon)
Zimbabwe
The Church of God in Chegutu, Zimbabwe, was able to
gather again in person from March 2021 a�er another
period of lockdown. They send their grateful apprecia�on

of Fellowship Relief support – vital in a country with
infla�on running at around 750%. The photo below shows
Covid ra�ons set out ready for collec�on by all the ac�ve
Church families. The exercise is generally a model of
efficiency.
A�er the Church services, a youth group and Sunday

School are both ac�ve. Screenshots of all registers are
supplied each week! Video talks are sent to sustain their
own programme, and many newcomers are being
reported. Please pray for Eugene, Billy & Fungai as they
lead the youth programmes there amid a culture of
hopelessness.
Thomas Ngwenya

“The Church of God in Mutarara (Mozambique) hereby
thank The Central Gi� & Fellowship Relief Funds for the
relief they gave to the saints who had been affected by the
floods in the three local areas because of the Rivers
Zambezi & Shire from Malawi”
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Marriages
in India

Two marriages took
place in Ko�elesawaram,
Andhra Pradesh under
strict Covid Guidelines.
N.Raju and Krupavathi
were married on 26 May.
T. Chi� Babu and Sudha
were married on 1 June.
Brian Tugwell

Nobody is not loved
‘Nobody is not loved’ is the �tle of the newest leaflet from Hayes Press.
An�cipa�ng the easing of coronavirus restric�ons, we turn our thoughts to
opportuni�es to share God’s love with the people around us. The streets are
becoming busy again, with people returning to offices and being able to shop
once more in markets and malls. Some lost their jobs during the pandemic, and
families may be struggling to make ends meet. Young people are worried about
their futures, uncertain about their abili�es to meet assessment criteria without
the support normally provided by schools and colleges. Older people may be
lonely and s�ll afraid to venture out. Many have lost loved ones and there is a
rise in mental health issues requiring specialist help across the age ranges.
For those who have faith there is much comfort in knowing that God is
sovereign and in perfect control. He sees all, knows everything, and is just
wai�ng for people to cry out to Him for deliverance and comfort. Don’t we long
for those who do not know Him to turn to God? We should!
Here is a challenge. Put ten copies of the new leaflet ‘Nobody is not loved’ in
your pocket, pray that God will show you where to go and what to say and set
off. Ask God to lead you to one person who needs to know that God loves them.
When you know who it is, ask them if they believe that God loves them. If they
say ‘yes’, we can ask them how they know that. If ‘no’ we might gently ask why?
Be a good listener and pick up on whatever the person indicates about their
personal faith posi�on. Use the leaflet ‘Nobody is not loved’ to point them to a
loving Saviour, Jesus Christ. Then repeat!
‘Nobody is not loved’ is available from Hayes Press in the new A6 format,
printed on demand.
A pack of 100 including delivery is only £6.53 (£4.95 + £1.58 postage)
Buy your pack here:
h�ps://www.hayespress.org/product/nobody-is-not-loved
Pauline Renfrew (for The Tract Commi�ee)

For Prayer
Ministering
Brethren
(July and onwards)
Gbenga Fagbenle
My work will con�nue in the months of
July and August in Surulere. The
visita�on to schools will begin in July in
prepara�on for our annual Vaca�on
Bible Course. VBC and VBC camp will
hopefully take place in August (D.V.).
Please join us in praying for a
conducive
atmosphere
for
these programmes to take place as we
now live in the fear of COVID-19,
though our God holds the future.
Craig Jones
In addi�on to previous updates is the
commencement of a Zoom ministry
session with Melbourne on 9
June (DV), which may lead to further
such opportuni�es if it all works out
posi�vely, given the challenges of �me
zones!
Geralde Magasura
I am con�nuing to work in Malabog
and New Dalaguete. I will also be
engaged in speaking at conferences in
Banaybanay (26 June) and Davao (18
July).
Karl Smith
In the absence of the usual camp work
my focus remains firmly online, which
is con�nuing to provide opportuni�es
to provide meaningful contact with
unsaved
friends
and
other
conversa�ons with people outside the
Fellowship. I hope to go to England to
record more Reality Check videos now
that restric�ons have eased.
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Fellowship in Pantukan
The Church of God in Pantukan, Philippines, celebrated as another fellowship was successfully held on 15 May. It was
the second �me that ac�vity beyond the Sunday service was held at the local Church, according to local saints. Everyone
was excited as they tes�fied to the Lord's goodness, and were even more grateful a�er fulfilling the desire to deepen their
learning about the Lord and His word. Learning from the word of God was at the centre of the event which generated a
remarkable insight and enlightened every delegate who a�ended the event. The Lord's revela�on about the three aspects
of God’s way was introduced and discussed by our three brothers as pertaining to the theme: "Show me Thy ways" (Exodus
33:13).
The first speaker, brother Jun De Real, gavea concise explana�on about the given topic: “The Way to Salva�on”. The
discussion pointed to the only way to heaven in John 14:6. He explained that if we wanted to go to heaven, the only way
is through Jesus – not by religion; any Chris�an denomina�ons; not even our good works. Jesus is the only way for us to
be with God in eternity. In addi�on, our brother Jun clarified that merely by faith we have received the salva�on that is
through Jesus Christ, and it is never the result of our good works. Only by faith alone are we saved, but of course genuine
faith results in good works.
Brother Geralde Mag-usara thoroughly discussed the “The Way to Service”. He emphasised the value of the ‘ancient
paths’ (Jer. 6:16) which refers to Mosaic tradi�on. Today, lots of Chris�an denomina�ons sadly make their own paths to
serve God. They conform to the way of the world, whatever is modern. Churches of God are o�en regarded as very
tradi�onal, but that’s the Biblical way. He pointed out that the ancient path to service in the New Testament is found with
the Churches of God and described as “the Way” (Acts 9:2). He educated everyone about the historical �meline of the
Churches of God – where and
when the Churches of God started
in the first century, and how truth
was lost and much later
rediscovered. Furthermore, the
most highlighted informa�on we
acquired was that Churches of
God developed again among the
Brethren Movement that seceded
from Exclusive Brethren in 183050. Having begun the path to
recovery, it was at the
“Separa�on” around 1892-94
from Open Brethren when the
Way was fully recovered. They
(CoGs) believed that the only way
to perpetuate the Biblical truth
was to separate from all error. The
Separa�on created a clearer
Biblical understanding about
God’s word on Church truth,
specifically about:
a.) “Church” in different se�ngs
rela�ng either to the “Church
which is Christ’s body” or to the
“Churches of God”;
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b.) full adherence to the apostles’ teaching know as the Faith (Jude 1:3), taken as the ground of gathering for the
“Churches of God”;
c.) proper Church governance between local Churches led by local overseers consul�ng together (as a united elderhood)
to maintain the unity of teaching and prac�ce in the overall grouping of Churches in the one community.
Geralde concluded his topic by quo�ng Jer 6:16 that if we stand, look and ask, and walk in the ancient paths, our souls
will find rest. Doing this, we will con�nue to serve God in Churches of God.
The concluding speaker, brother Mario Magallanes (Tagum), shared about “The Way to the Sanctuary.” Moses’ request
in Ex. 33:13 – the theme text for the event – was for the presence of God to be with them in their journey to the promised
land. Today, we no longer need to request the presence of God to come down to us when we worship Him. A new covenant
was inaugurated for us through Jesus’ blood (Heb. 10:19-20). Through His blood, we can collec�vely come into His
presence in the heavenly sanctuary. This is the new and living way (Heb. 10:20). Our brother explained that the death of
Jesus Christ reformed how God’s gathered people come to Him to worship. He also paid a�en�on to the dis�nc�on
between the old and new covenants. The Old Testament priest was required yearly to offer blood that was not his own.
However, Jesus Christ offered His life once for all so that material sacrifices were no longer needed, and because Christ is
a living sacrifice He paid everything for our transgressions. For that reason, we can enter into the Holy Place like Him, one
that’s different from the Holy Place stated in the old covenant for that was made by hands. The Holy Place that Christ
entered is a place in heaven itself. In the same way, we can also enter Heaven spiritually, not yearly but every first day of
the week, and it is when we are gathered at the Breaking of the Bread. That is the very reason the writer of Hebrews said
“Let us draw near”. Let us hold to His every word and con�nue to walk on the paths that He prepared for us!
Jhonrou Sarsale; Rossinie Cariaga

Times Of Rejoicing In The Church Of God, Alagbole
Visit of evangelist
Anthony Nemi
It was a week of blessing to saints
and friends who gathered in the hall to
hear the ministry of our beloved
brother, evangelist Anthony Nemi who
visited from Lord’s Day 25 April to 2
May, on the topic “Surviving the
storms of life” (Heb. 6: 19). In his
ministry, we were able to iden�fy that
living comes with varying degrees of
storms. We need to have a posi�ve
a�tude towards any storm that comes
our way as we (Chris�ans) are not
immune from the storms of life (Psa.
34: 19). Our knowledge and in�macy
with God who can calm the storm is key in surviving them. Common types of tests that we may encounter are: fiery trials,
infirmi�es, reproaches, persecu�ons, necessi�es, distresses, tribula�ons, etc. We can learn lessons from the lives of Job,
Naomi and our Lord, Jesus Christ. Our response during the �me of storm makes all the difference. The Lord is our
assurance (Isa. 43: 2). In all, we should learn to give thanks, rejoice, cry out to God, and stay focused on God’s plans and
not our own problems. These are some of what our responses should be, since our assurance is that Christ is the anchor
of our lives.
We are therefore grateful to God and our brother, who brought such rich ministry to us at a very crucial �me when
people are gradually se�ling down a�er the great pandemic. His ministry has been a great source of encouragement for
us in Alagbole, by which our faith has
been further strengthened.
Thank you so much, the Lord’s
evangelist!!!

Blessing Of A Baby Boy
Please, rejoice with us in the Church
of God Alagbole as we report the
kindness of our great God in the
blessing of a baby boy Sewenami,
Simon Hunpe, to the family of Mr. and
Mrs. Hunpe, on Lord’s Day 25 April.
Baby, mother and father are doing well.
Gbenga Fagbenle; Sule Shobowale

8

News from Myanmar
By God's grace we are able to visit Pyidawtha Assembly every Saturday and
Lord's Day for the Church prayer mee�ng, Remembrance and Gospel mee�ng, and
we will con�nue to visit them for the coming days. We are glad to share that
brother James was able to visit the Assembly in Khumnuai from 5-7 June, and during
his visit brother Thang Min Sei, 14, was bap�sed on 7 June to be added to the Church
the following Lord's Day.
Schools are closed in Myanmar because teachers refuse to work under the military
regime, so Munlai Assembly has taken the ini�a�ve to provide educa�on for school
children of Church and other families. The aim is evangelical, with the source
material being the word of God. The school was opened on 1 June and with 127
students a�ending and more wishing to join. However, on the third day the school
had to be stopped as Covid cases rose in Kalaymyo. We would like to request prayer
that God may bless us and enable us to restart with no adverse reac�on from the
authori�es.
In the coming weeks we will con�nue to share the good news to children, so please
pray for us that God may open their hearts to accept the Lord Jesus Christ as personal
Saviour and that they will enjoy following His commands.
Lian za Nang (James); SB Khupboih
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Outreach in Surelere

As I reported last month about our evangelis�c approach
in Surulere Assembly, the L.I.F.E programme was launched during the
Muslim fes�val last May. The three areas targeted (Surulere, Ikorodu
and Mile 2 area) recorded a good number of a�endees. We give glory
to God for all the par�cipants.
Gbenga Fagbenle

Closure of Edinburgh Assembly
One of the first Assemblies to come out at the Separa�on in 1892 was the Church of God in Edinburgh under the
leadership of J.A. Boswell and others. Thus for 129 years there has been a constant tes�mony to the truth of God in
Scotland’s capital city. It is therefore with much regret we have to announce the cessa�on of the Church from 4 July 2021.
Saints will be transferred in due course to Bathgate. A report giving some history of the work of the Church will appear in
a future issue of this magazine.
Mean�me we ask for remembrance in prayer of the saints affected, and also the two remaining Churches in East
Scotland, Bathgate and Buckhaven.
For the District
R.H. Fisher (secretary); R.B. Fullarton (chairman)
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At home with the Lord – Sister Santhi, Chennai, India
Sister Santhi Sagayam, wife of brother Deivasagayam, entered into the Lord’s
glory on 10 May. Sister Santhi and Brother Deivasagayam were married during
1985 and they have a son, Shalom Raj and a daughter, Salome Sangeetha. Sister
Santhi was a good and faithful servant and a God-fearing woman. She had been
ministering with her husband since 1987. She was a loving and kind sister,
especially taking care for all the saints in Tamil Nadu. She also ministered to
children. She was a sincere worker and the first woman on Lord’s Day to take care
in arranging and cleaning the hall and the communion table.
Due to the sudden and unexpected demise of sister Santhi, brother
Deivasagayam has been affected very much mentally and physically. It was a great
loss not only to him and his family members but also to all the saints in Tamil Nadu
Churches. We therefore request your prayers to console them and to strengthen
Brother Deivasagayam, to arise and shine again for His glory according to God’s
word in Heb.12:13 and Isaiah 40:29-31.
M.C.Chandrasekaran; D.Devanason

At home with the Lord – Nalini Coachar,
Rajahmundry, India
Our Assembly suffered the loss of a valuable sister in the home call of Nalini
Coacher on 22 May, beloved wife of brother K. Isaac Raj, a deacon in our Assembly. Having been born on 24 July 1966, Nalini was 53 years old when the Lord’s call
came for her. She was born to a family of teachers and she was with the Church
since its plan�ng on 14 February 1999. Her children Suvarna Ratan (23) and
Sushana (22) are now grown up and numbered with the Assembly, along with many
others of her extended family including her 92 year old mother.
Throughout her married life she assisted her husband to run their Technical Ins�tute and brought up her children in the Chris�an life. Nalini was a faithful member
of the Church and un�l Covid struck was a�ending Zoom mee�ngs �ll the very end.
Nalini was of an unassuming nature and was known for her generous spirit. As is
common in this pandemic �me, the funeral service was restricted in a�endance
and service. Dr. Moses conducted an online thanksgiving service and brought
words of comfort and consola�on to the family; Psalm 116:15 “Precious in the sight
of the Lord Is the death of His saints”. The power of the Lord’s resurrec�on was
emphasised. As Nalini was saved she will be resurrected into life in a glorified body.
The family greatly appreciated the words of comfort sent from near and far. We
ask your prayers for her husband, son and daughter that in their loss God will grant
daily comfort and strength.
Dr. G. Samuel Moses; Brian Tugwell

WANTED
Bap�sms; Conference Reports; Births; Marriages; Obituaries; Camps; Adult Outreach; Youth Work
Intelligence is nothing without you. It can only exist if you use it to
share news across the Fellowship. You may think that what you do in
your Assembly is nothing out of the ordinary, but it could be a real
inspira�on to someone else. Or perhaps you’re an Assembly that just
struggles along and you think your story is unimportant, but a report of
your faithfulness could be a great help to others in similar
circumstances. A�er all, the Lord Himself shared with us the story of
Philadelphia, a Church that none of us would consider to be thriving. “I
know that you have li�le strength, yet you have kept my word and have
not denied my name” (Rev 2:8).
We all love to hear of the blessings of God, however big, however
small. So please, look at your Assembly, or District, and let us know
what’s happening. Don’t let anything go unreported. If you haven’t yet
done it, why not ask someone to be your Intelligence Correspondent?
If you’re a social media user who posts news to Facebook, don’t forget
to send it to Intelligence too so that we can all read it.
Guy and Steve
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At home with the Lord – David Luck, Leicester, England

“Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord - they will rest from their labour, for their deeds will follow them.” (Rev, 14 v13)
We sadly report the interment of our dear brother and fellow overseer David Luck on 27 May 2021. David will be greatly missed,
especially so soon a�er Nancy’s home-call reported so recently. It’s a double blow for the family and for Leicester Assembly. The
service in the hall was taken by John Parker and by John Mar�n at the graveside. A poem “A Gentleman” was recorded by Tom
Gilmour and played at the funeral. It truly recognised the truth of David’s life. Over the years many who knew David referred to him
as a gentleman.
A GENTLEMAN
A Gentleman is made, not born,
He is defined by his ac�ons, not his wealth.
A gentleman protects those who cannot protect themselves.
A gentleman respects the feelings and beliefs of others.
A gentleman is guided by his own sense of jus�ce and fair play.
A gentleman treats others according to their merit rather than their sta�on.
A gentleman is not boas�ul, but lets his ac�ons speak for themselves.
A gentleman is as careless for the debts he is owed as he is
careful of those he owes to others.
A gentleman does not stand idly by in the face of injus�ce.
A gentleman asks no man to do what he is not
prepared to a�empt himself.
A gentleman takes responsibility for his own ac�ons.
John Parker reminded us of David’s life and gave thanks for him, remembering that he is “absent from the body and at home with
the Lord”. Jesus said “I go to prepare a home for you, so that where I am, there you may be also.” He remarked how David and Nancy
stepped in when Sandra, Alistair and Douglas’s mother suddenly died when they were young. Thanks were expressed to the staff of
Arbour House Care Home, Evington where David and Nancy had spent so much �me in their care. John read Psalm 27 verse 1. “The
Lord is my light and my salva�on, whom shall I fear? The Lord is my life, of whom shall I be afraid?” This was David’s experience in
life.
David wrote earlier, in an�cipa�on for today, “I was born into a Chris�an family, but it didn’t automa�cally make me a Chris�an. I
had a temper which I couldn’t control and it usually caused me to hurt the ones I loved best. I had unbearable guilt a�er these
episodes. I hated going to chapel, and Sunday was my worst day, so I rebelled and hid to avoid going. He also wrote that he was
disturbed at not being moved by accounts of the crucifixion. However, on a family holiday at a Chris�an Youth Camp held nearby, a
camp leader spoke on the subject of LIGHT. David heard how our hearts are dark with sin, but Jesus, the Light of the world, wants to
come into our heart. Let Him in and light will fill your heart, he said. David repented of his sin and accepted Jesus as his Saviour. Later
he was bap�sed and added to the Church of God in Leicester. David was a natural and good leader, involved in every aspect of Church
life and was a hard worker. John said he was very much like King Hezekiah in the Bible who did all that was in his heart and prospered.
David’s enthusiasm was infec�ous and affected those around him. In 1970 he was recognised as an Overseer in the church and the
Fellowship. John encouraged us to “remember your leaders who spoke the Word of God to you and imitate their faith.”
Some stages in David’s life were recalled - born in Leicester in 1930, and following normal school educa�on, he took a course in shoe
making. In 1947 his father decided he needed an engineering appren�ceship before joining the family shoe components factory. In
1950 he registered as a Conscien�ous Objector and was ordered to work on the land for two years. David worked on a farm, bought
a sports car, as he liked speed, and while there volunteered to take a sick sheep to market in it before it died, to get a be�er price!
Later, in his car he set off to Bournemouth for a holiday, met Nancy and married her in 1953. Before too long, Penny was born,
followed by Stuart 18 months later and together they made a welcoming family. A good team where friends were always welcome,
even a�er re�rement in 1995. Again, he will be sorely missed here, but his work on earth is complete and he is at rest with his Lord.
Penny and Stuart and their respec�ve families wish to add that “we send our thanks for all of the prayers, cards, kind messages and
thoughts that we’ve received over these last few weeks and months, all so very much appreciated.
Prayer will con�nue for his family and friends in their double loss.
John Mar�n; Frank Gu�eridge

Midlands District tribute to our brother David Luck

Overseers in the Midlands District wish to pay tribute to, and give God thanks for, the many years of shepherd care and
guidance David gave to the Leicester Assembly and to the Midlands District.
There are many who can tes�fy to the kindness and encouragement that our brother gave over the years. A brother greatly loved
and respected, David epitomised the exhorta�on of 1 Cor. 16:13,14 “Be watchful, stand firm in the faith, act like men, be strong.
Let all that you do be done in love.” Ever watchful for the commands of Christ and for the well-being of fellow disciples, David was
a man of integrity and faithfulness: when reproof and correc�on were necessary, these were carried out with compassion. His love
was for God first and then shown in faithful conduct towards others.
David could always be relied on to give a though�ul and spiritually sound contribu�on to any item under discussion at our District
mee�ng. As well as being heavily involved in local outreach, for many years, he was also an enthusias�c and valued member of the
District outreach commi�ee.
He is now at home with the Lord but very much missed by us all. In paying tribute to our beloved brother, we borrow the words
spoken by Paul of Tychicus: “a beloved brother and faithful minister and fellow-servant in the Lord”.
On behalf of Midlands District Overseers
P.J. Brennan; J.A. Bowler

Notice Board
Liverpool On-Line Ministry Event
Saturday 8 May should have been Liverpool Conference. Instead we had an
online Ministry Event with over 60 Zoom connec�ons both local and far away.
As there was a 17 hour �me difference between Vancouver and Melbourne the
ministry was recorded in advance and that reminded us that from the rising of the
sun to the place where it sets, the name of the LORD is to be praised. We listened
to four hymns, had a coffee break and managed to get a bit of a chat.
Kevin Jones spoke to us from Vancouver
about The Ark and The Altar, stressing the
centrality of worship. The ark of God and the
altar had become separated. David made a
big mistake in trying to bring the ark to
Jerusalem: good inten�ons are not good
enough - we need to follow God’s
instruc�ons. The Altar is for burnt offering,
the Ark is associated with praise. We need to
remember Calvary (sacrifice) and then
proceed to worship. Today the worship of
God’s people is in the holy place in heaven.

We are aware that due to
COVID-19, events are cancelled;
however some may happen via
online methods.
June
03 Midlands Church in the Park
(Birmingham)
10 Midlands Church in the Park
(Birmingham)
17 Midlands Church in the Park
(Birmingham)
24 Northern Ireland Camp
Prayer Mee�ng
31 Midlands Church in the Park
(Birmingham)

Laurence Onyokoko, who was serving in
Liberia, spoke to us from 1 John 3:1-3 - (1)
Who we are (2) What we shall be like when
the Lord comes (3) How we should live in the
light of the Lord’s soon return. How exci�ng
to get an invita�on! It will be a dream come
true when the Lord returns. We are children
of God - royalty - associated with the
supreme Majesty of the universe. Crea�on
awaits redemp�on! He will transform our
lowly bodies and make us like Him. In the
meanwhile, we must remain in fellowship
with our Lord. We should live in the light of
the Lord’s coming. The devil wants to spoil
our service; we mustn’t let him! Laurence
asked: the Lord is coming back again, are you
excited?
The last speaker, Roy Dickson from
Melbourne, spoke to us about ‘What will you
give?’ In the Old Testament sacrificial
offerings they had to offer frac�ons of flour,
oil and wine. These seem like insignificant
details. Why only frac�ons? And why
increasing ones? Maybe an indica�on of a
growing realisa�on of what God was doing.
Later they could offer as much as one is able
to give. Roy challenged us as to the measure
of our apprecia�on of Christ. We have so
much - we should appreciate more and be
able to give in worship without limit.
David Webster
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Text for the Month
The heavens declare the glory of God;
the skies proclaim the work of his
hands. Day a�er day they pour forth
speech; night a�er night they reveal
knowledge.
Psalm 19:1-2 (NIV)
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