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Join us in a Celebra�on of Freedom!
As COVID restric�ons ease, we’re praying that our planned Conven�on 242 event on 18 -19 September will provide a much-needed
opportunity for everyone to finally get together again for praise, teaching and fellowship. An event for all ages, there’ll be extended
periods of singing, talks from Andy Wood and Karl Smith, and a presenta�on from The Church of God in Birmingham team.

Our theme is FREEDOM – making the most of the relaxing of rules to celebrate the freedom we have in the Lord Jesus. It is for
freedom that Christ has set us free (Gala�ans 5v1)

Whitemoor provides overnight accommoda�on suitable for all, so please consider staying overnight
with us to socialise some more and to join the Church of God in Birmingham for the Remembrance. If
staying for the night is not an op�on, please s�ll consider joining us for the a�ernoon and evening
programme. We will open the doors at 2.30pm on Saturday 18th.

Direc�ons, prices and a booking form are at project242.co.uk. Please note that everyone needs to
register in advance to make sure we can provide as safe an environment as is possible.

We look forward to welcoming you to Conven�on 2021!
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Jesus in Genesis

Jesus In Genesis

The splendour of Heaven was shaken with a new and audacious plan;
God would demonstrate His unfathomable love, and the object of it would be man.
Before “Let there be” was spoken, and Paradise set in place,
Jesus prepared for Calvary, for our soon-to-be-fallen race.

He heard the words of decep�on and watched Eve reach up to the tree;
He knew that the fatal bite of rejec�on would cost Him deep agony.
God’s holy character was on display, and His purpose not to be swayed;
Omnipotent, omniscient, omnipresent God knew the ransom that had to be paid.

Sin smothered the world in an instant, it now bore an indelible stain.
Soon evil ran rampant and rose to the height of the murder of Abel, by Cain.
The sentenced man found himself under God’s deserved judgement and wrath.
God grieved He’d made man and could justly destroy him, but Jesus stood in the path.

Noah found grace in the sight of the Lord, and so the command was given:
“Build an ark for your family and the creatures I’ll send you, a boat for you all to live in.”
The plan seemed outrageous, the mocking intense, a flood to destroy God’s crea�on?
But Noah believed and dived into the task, it took many years for comple�on.

The pounding of nails day in and day out would never amount to the �de
Of the number of man's sins to be nailed to the cross, as Jesus was crucified.
Noah pleaded for all to repent and be saved, “get on board or you will be drowned.”
But when the Lord closed the door and took over the helm, only eight in total were found.

God’s judgement was fierce, the flood destroyed all, but when all was said and done
The earth dried up, a rainbow appeared, and hope for man would be won.
The seed was preserved for Messiah to save, it would come through Noah’s son Shem;
Nine genera�ons later we are brought to the story of the birth of Abraham.

Chosen by God, this righteous man received a covenant given by God’s grace,
Blessed to father the greatest na�on amongst all the human race.
God promised him land, He promised him descendants as numerous as the sands,
But more important was the promise of blessings, and Jesus the redemp�on plan.

The promises to Abraham were put to the test, would he trust the Lord Almighty
When God told him to sacrifice the miracle child, born to his wife Sarah at 90?
Jesus climbed the hill with father and son, Abraham couldn’t fathom the loss;
Isaac was carrying s�cks for the altar, Jesus carrying His cross.

Only two would return and one remain, foreshadowing that fateful blow.
The depth of God’s love as He would strike His Beloved, man would never know.
Never was there such a chilling picture of Jesus our blessed Redeemer;
The assurance of God to keep His promises could not have been any clearer.

God’s sovereign choice in the lineage of Christ is never man’s to decide.
Ishmael lost to Isaac and Esau to Jacob, and then there is the case of which bride.
Never was God’s covenant altered, it didn’t depend on the goodness of man.
Nothing could stem the �de of God’s mercy through Christ and His perfect plan.

Twelve sons were born to Jacob, one father and yet four mothers
They became murderers, adulterers, evil plo�ers at heart, but one would stand out from the others.
This dreamer of dreams would honour his God, bring his brothers one day to their knees.
Joseph would become a picture of Christ, bearing many of His quali�es.

Both were loved by their fathers dearly but hated by their brothers;
Their robes were stripped from their backs and they knew what it meant to suffer.
Each was taken to Egypt, falsely accused and bound in chains.
Both were sold for the price of a slave then exalted a�er bearing such shame.

The following poem was sent by John Kerr and has been approved by the author for distribu�on.
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District

Conference,
planned for 2

October in Stoke,
has unfortunately
been cancelled.

They were placed with two other prisoners, one was saved and the other
not so.
Both brought about a great deliverance, rescued na�ons who were facing
death row.
The greatest act of love they displayed was to their foes when they offered
forgiveness,
For they knew the evil that was meant to cause harm, God would turn into
goodness.

As Jacob approached the end of his days and recalled all his sin and strife
He praised God his shepherd for the faithfulness and deliverance he’d
known all the days of his life.
But the greatest peace came from the assurances made that he’d be
buried back home in Canaan,
Un�l the Messiah the promised Redeemer would conquer the grave and
take him to Heaven.

There are many more images of our precious Lord Jesus in the first book of
the Bible,
So don’t just rush off go look for those gems, the best ones might take you a
while.
For what would Genesis be without Jesus, man would be le� hopelessly lost.
All glory to God for the plan of redemp�on that He won for us at the cross.

Janice Bowco� (Toronto)

For Prayer Ministering Brethren
(August and onwards)

Gbenga Fagbenle
We are preparing for the annual Vaca�on Bible Course (VBC). We were not able to carry out this programme last year

due to the Covid-19 lock-down. Later, we will begin our camps, VBC and Disciples’ Teaching Week (DTW), each las�ng for
a week. Please join us in prayer for a bumper harvest in our Vaca�on Bible Course programme and the VBC camp. Pray
also for spiritual growth in our Assemblies emana�ng from camp efforts this year.

Geralde Magasura
I will be working in Malabog on Opera�on Andrew, our new outreach work in 'Alon' (approx. 15km from Malabog). I will

also be speaking at a conference in Tagum (Makopa company).

Lian Za Nang and SB Khupboih
Visi�ng the Assemblies in Myanmar is not possible at this �me because of the military coup and the spreading of Covid-

19 once again. Recently in Kalaymyo, at least 20 people lost their lives every day. These days we share the good news with
children in Munlai hall and brother James goes to Pyidawtha to share the good news there too. By God's grace, we hope
that we will be able to con�nue to share in the coming days. Many saints are sick from when the rainy season began in
June, so we have to spend a lot of �me in the coming months visi�ng the saints’ families according to their needs.

Tony Nemi
In August, I will, by God's grace, be involved in school visita�on to invite students to the annual Vaca�on Bible Course

(VBC). The course itself will commence a week a�er the school visita�on. This will be followed by a week-long camp for
par�cipants at the VBC. Please, pray for a frui�ul harvest from among the students. A week-long Disciples Teaching Week
(DTW) will commence in September. In addi�on, I hope to be with Igbede and Ejigbo Assemblies for a �me of ministry and
door-door evangelism.

Robert Wood
Thankfully Zoom mee�ngs keep us in touch with several Assemblies, which is a big upli� to us. Outreach con�nues along

the lines I have reported before. Familiar faces are met and new ones too. O�en it's a lonely vigil. However, the Lord sends
an occasional memo to keep spirits up. A lorry driver stopped as he drove past. 'This is great'. Billy on another day
approached, 'Well done'. Both are in the Assemblies of God. An elderly lady (85) stopped, 'good to hear these hymns’.
Lees, who I’ve men�oned before, stopped for a while and did not appear embarrassed at the reading of Scripture. Maybe
there is a work of God going on in his heart. We are thankful for posi�ve responses from some as they pass.

David Woods
I’m thankful to be able to con�nue connec�ng with other Churches and Districts for online teaching events, and looking

forward to North West Teen Camp in August (if Government restric�ons have eased as planned). I’m also planning to be
involved in Liverpool's Summer Holiday Club in August. Pray for both events - that children and young people will a�end
and hear the Gospel.
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Arnold Feaver Atkinson was born on 14 March 1896 in Aston, Birmingham. He
inherited his middle name from his maternal grandmother Keturah Feaver
(1834-1865), who had died aged 31 when Arnold’s mother was just six years old.
His parents Frederick Arnold Atkinson (1852-1938) and Alice Feaver Bown (1859-
1937) brought him up as a member of the Church of England. Alice, from a
wealthy farming family in Somerset, married Fred on 25 August 1889; their only
other child, Margery, was born the following June.

Arnold was bap�sed by sprinkling on 1 May 1896 by Henry Su�on, the vicar of
St. Peter and St. Paul, Aston, on Wi�on Lane, close to his father’s business and
overlooking the Aston Villa football stadium. At home, he was encouraged to read
and to reverence the Bible. Home was “Hillside” - a large house at 66 Slade Road,
Erdington, with three resident servants (a cook, parlourmaid and nursemaid)
which indicates the family’s financial well-being. Arnold’s father Frederick, along
with his Uncle William, together owned and operated Atkinson Brothers, Aston
Park Brewery at 111 Queen's Road, Aston. At its peak, the brewery owned and
supplied up to 360 public houses in and around the West Midlands. When William
died aged 60 in 1905 his estate was valued at what would today be £8.6m. The
brewery was eventually acquired by Mitchells and Butlers and in 1961 the site
closed, making way for the Aston Expressway flyover and Spaghe� Junc�on.

Arnold was educated privately at Lindley Lodge near Nuneaton, and then at
Charterhouse in Godalming, Surrey un�l April 1914. Schooling at the pres�gious

Charterhouse (founded by Thomas Su�on in 1611)
would today cost some £40,695 per annum. Away
from home at school for about eight months out of
twelve, God seemed to have been training him to be
much alone. On leaving school at the age of 18 he
joined the army in the King's Royal Rifle Corps, and
was posted to France on 3 August 1915 early in World
War 1. He rose to the rank of Captain and was awarded
several medals before he was discharged in August
1922.

He had become disillusioned with the Chris�an
religion; during his years in the army he searched in
many direc�ons and during the awful years of the war
almost doubted the existence of God. However, he
turned away from all of the other faiths he explored
a�er discovering nothing in their doctrines and
prac�ces to bring rest and peace to the soul. By the
age of 25, he had returned to the Bible because it
presented
to him a

far higher standard of unselfish living and more inspiring teaching than any
other book he had ever read. His philosophy on life called on him “to do his
best.”

At the outbreak of World War I, Neville Talbot, a senior Church of England
chaplain in the Bri�sh Army, sought to recruit chaplains who would minister to
the ba�alions on the front lines. One of his recruits was the Reverend Phillip
“Tubby” Byard Clayton. In 1915 Clayton was sent to France and then on to the
town of Poperinge in Belgium. Si�ng a few miles back from the trenches
around Ypres, Poperinge was a busy transfer sta�on where troops on their way
to and from the ba�lefields of Flanders were billeted. Clayton was instructed
by Neville Talbot to set up some sort of rest house for the troops. Clayton
chose the Coevoet house – temporarily vacated by its owner, a wealthy local
hop merchant – to use as his base. It opened on 11 December 1915. Clayton
decided to steer away from the tradi�onal church club and set up an
Everyman’s House. It was named Talbot House in honour of Lieutenant Gilbert
Talbot (Neville’s brother) who had been killed earlier in the year. Talbot House
soon became known by its ini�als of TH and then, in the radio signaller’s
phone�c alphabet of the day, as Toc Aitch. Today its head office is in
Birmingham and the Queen is their patron.

“Drawn by Love” - A.F. Atkinson
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Arnold became a�racted to “Toc H” and became a
member for some years. By April 1925 Arnold
decided to offer himself to a missionary society, and
by June of that year he accompanied his aunt to the
annual conference of the China Inland Mission at
Swanwick, Derbyshire - the same loca�on where our
Conference of Overseers (COCG) is now held. There
he came into conversa�on with a man who asked
him, “Are you a Chris�an?” - a ques�on he’d never
been asked before. Then this man asked, “Have you
received eternal life?” and “Have you been born
again?” He replied honestly that he didn’t know.
During the late a�ernoon of 12 June 1925, at the age
of 29, Arnold was born again and by God’s great
mercy he turned back from along the road leading
straight to hell. So now at last he was truly a
“Chris�an”, not because he professed to be one or

because others told him so, but because Almighty God, the King of Kings, had sent forth His edict and called him by that
name.

Arnold wrote his story of how God bore pa�ently with one of His erring creatures for 29 long years, wonderfully
preserving his life through war, ever pursuing him with His loving-kindness, and finally drawing him to the Saviour of His

providing. Li�le wonder that he believed the truth of His words, “I have loved
thee with an everlas�ng love, therefore with loving-kindness have I drawn thee”
(Jeremiah 31:3). The link h�ps://sites.google.com/view/churches-of-god-
archives/ar�cles to his booklet “Drawn by Love” is Arnold’s tes�mony and well
worth a read. Shortly a�er it was first published in 1935 the 10,000 copies had
run out and a reprint was needed. A copy of the booklet accompanied by a
personally addressed le�er from Arnold was posted to all 700 pupils, teachers
and masters, as well as to the head of his old school, Charterhouse.

On a
summer’s
day in
1927 he

had been exercised to work in Pales�ne whilst in
prayer, asking God as to where his future work
would be. Whilst s�ll on his knees, the answer came
in one word: "JERUSALEM”. In September 1936
Arnold was commended by the Conference of
Overseers to full-�me service. Arnold’s widowed
father died on 2December 1938, aged 86, and with
his inheritance Arnold financed and commenced
his work in Pales�ne. By 1941 the booklet “Drawn
by Love” had been translated and printed in
Hebrew and Arabic for distribu�on to every house
in Jerusalem.

The mo�o on the Atkinson’s brewery beer was
“Held up
as the best!” Arnold learned of the One who can truly be held up as “the best”,
his Saviour Jesus Christ.

Due to failing health Arnold returned to the UK in 1948 and resided in Lerwick,
Shetland. He was one of the speakers at Lerwick’s conference on 22 July 1960
and spoke concerning David’s love for the House of God and the pa�ern of His
House. He remarked that few believers today realise that the House of God has
such a central place in both Old and New Testament �mes in the thoughts of
God. Perhaps many are too hurried a�er the grace of God saves them, and begin
to race before they know anything of the course.

Arnold, who never married, had developed a brain tumour and was called
home aged 64 at his home at 28 King Harold Street, Lerwick, at just 15 minutes
into the morning of 27 December 1960 - like Enoch he walked with God.

Chris Su�on; Mar�n Jones

https://sites.google.com/view/churches-of-god-archives/articles
https://sites.google.com/view/churches-of-god-archives/articles
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Bap�sms; Conference Reports; Births; Marriages; Obituaries; Camps; Adult Outreach; Youth Work
Intelligence is nothing without you. It can only exist if you use it to

share news across the Fellowship. You may think that what you do in
your Assembly is nothing out of the ordinary, but it could be a real
inspira�on to someone else. Or perhaps you’re an Assembly that just
struggles along and you think your story is unimportant, but a report of
your faithfulness could be a great help to others in similar
circumstances. A�er all, the Lord Himself shared with us the story of
Philadelphia, a Church that none of us would consider to be thriving. “I
know that you have li�le strength, yet you have kept my word and have
not denied my name” (Rev 2:8).

We all love to hear of the blessings of God, however big, however
small. So please, look at your Assembly, or District, and let us know
what’s happening. Don’t let anything go unreported. If you haven’t yet
done it, why not ask someone to be your Intelligence Correspondent?

If you’re a social media user who posts news to Facebook, don’t forget
to send it to Intelligence too so that we can all read it.

Guy and Steve

WANTED

Birthday Celebra�ons
We believe that Edinburgh,

just a few weeks before its
closure, was unique in having
two centenarians on the
Assembly roll. Last year
our sister Peggy Brooks
reached 100 years, and on 22
May this year, our sister Agnes
Reilly reached her century.

Agnes was born in
Edinburgh and, having spent
some years in Glasgow
following her marriage, was in
the Assembly here for some
68 years. She is lively and
mentally sharp with an
undimmed memory and was
able to a�end the
Remembrance un�l about two
years ago. A kind and
generous person, she has led
a varied life. During the

war, she was in the Land Army and has many stories to tell of that �me. Later
she did voluntary work with the charity Marie Curie and found the �me to
help the Sunday School work by collec�ng children to bring them to hear the
Gospel story. She also visited a local hospital regularly with tracts and Eagles’
Wings.

Agnes received more than 100 cards and would like to thank everyone
for their good wishes and gi�s. Her brother and sister-in-law, Bill and Davina
Taylor from Middlesbrough, were able to visit and a group of rela�ves, friends
and neighbours gathered on her birthday in the garden outside her flat.
Sheltered in her doorway from the wind, she enjoyed seeing so many and
receiving their good wishes - proudly showing the card from the Queen which
had arrived that morning.

Alex Hope; Clive Bishop
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At home with the Lord – Audrey Harris
(nee Brown), Birmingham, England

Our dear sister Audrey Brown was called home on 8 February, aged 88.
Audrey was brought up in a loving Chris�an home and a�ended Sunday
School where she put her trust in the Lord Jesus as her Saviour. She was
bap�sed, along with her younger brother David, at the age of 14 and joined
the Church of God in Birmingham.

Audrey had a love of children and babies, and she showed a natural ability
with them. A�er she le� school she began to train as a nanny, but had to give
this up to care for her mother who was ill. A�er the death of both her
parents, Audrey moved in with her brother David and his wife Sheila and
remained part of their household for the next 15 years. She was an
invaluable help as the family expanded. Audrey eventually met Tommy Harris
and they were married in 1981.

Audrey was a helper at the mums and toddlers group for over 23 years. She
had a genuine interest in them, and they would always gravitate towards her.
In 2004 Tommy went home to be with his Lord a�er many months of
breathing difficul�es, during which Audrey faithfully nursed him. Her brother
David was a great help to her and she relied heavily on him un�l his passing
in 2015. Audrey had several ongoing health issues and was hospitalised in
April with Covid-19. She was moved to a care home and finally to a nursing
home, where she died peacefully.

During the service, Peter Wa�s referred to Audrey’s childlike faith and the need for all to come to God in this way, ci�ng
amongst several similar passages Ma�.18: 3, “Unless you change and become like li�le children you will never enter the
kingdom of heaven.” At the graveside, Ian Findlay spoke from 1 Cor.2: 9, that what God has prepared for those that love
Him is far be�er and higher than we could imagine. Family and friends were told about the wonderful hope that lies
beyond the grave for all who put their trust in the Lord Jesus. Prayer is requested for her family, most of whom are not in
the Church.

Philip Jefferson; Peter Wa�s

Peter Owen was born on 21 February 1948. He was the eldest of 6
children. He first contacted the Church in 2003, responding to an advert in
the local paper for an Alpha Course. He a�ended all the sessions and
eventually decided to embrace the Chris�an faith. He accepted the Saviour,
believing that when Jesus died on the cross He paid the penalty for our sins
and by faith in Him gives us eternal life. He was bap�sed in July 2003 and
joined the Church. One of Peter’s favourite hymns was Charles Wesley’s “And
can it be, that I should gain an interest in the Saviour’s blood?” He loved
reading his ‘Daily Bread’ devo�onal which was a great source of peace and
hope.

Peter loved to come with his wife Carol to our Sunday evening Gospel
services. On one occasion he preached the Gospel, quo�ng some of his
favourite Bible verses about God’s love, which confirmed to him his salva�on.
He was also able to join us on our Church men’s away weekends on several
occasions and thoroughly enjoyed joining in the various ac�vi�es.

In 2013 Peter was diagnosed with prostate cancer, which went into
remission a�er treatment. But his health deteriorated and he became bed-bound. In April this year, he was admi�ed to
hospital where it was found that his cancer had spread and on 31 April the Lord called him home.

At the crematorium service Peter Wa�s spoke from Jeremiah 29 about the ‘hope’ that God wants to give us; from 1 Peter
about the ‘living hope’ into which we are born again; and from 1 Thessalonians 4 about the hope of a future prospect
commencing at the Lord’s return. He encouraged family and friends to respond as in Jeremiah’s words… ”call upon me and
come and pray to me, and I will hear you. You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart”.

Prayer is requested for his wife Carol and Peter’s daughter Theresa, neither of whom are in the Church.
Philip Jefferson; Peter Wa�s

At home with the Lord – Peter David Owen, Birmingham,
England
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Notice Board

August

04 North America Gospel
Defenders Camp (Jamaica)

05 North America Camp Baldy
Family Camp

08 Midlands Youth Camp
(Needwood)

08 North America Boys and Girls
Camp Week 2 (Mount Forest
Camp)

22 North America Teen Camp
(Mount Forest Camp)

29 North America Teen Camp
Praise Night (Hamilton)

September

04 Northern Ireland DOM
06 North America Trinidad

Conference
10 Deadline for Intelligence

ar�cles
11 Midlands District Overseers
25 North America Harvest Day

(Mount Forest Camp)

From the Editors
Please Note

The next issue of the magazine is
the October Magazine, therefore

the deadline for ar�cles is 10
September.

We are aware that due to
COVID-19, events are cancelled;
however some may happen via

online methods.

Text for the Month
‘Ah, Sovereign Lord, you have made
the heavens and the earth by your
great power and outstretched arm.
Nothing is too hard for you.

Jeremiah 32:17 (NIV)

Nobody is not loved
‘Nobody is not loved’ is the �tle of the newest leaflet from Hayes Press.

An�cipa�ng the easing of coronavirus restric�ons, we turn our thoughts to
opportuni�es to share God’s love with the people around us. The streets are
becoming busy again, with people returning to offices and being able to shop
once more in markets and malls. Some lost their jobs during the pandemic, and
families may be struggling to make ends meet. Young people are worried about
their futures, uncertain about their abili�es to meet assessment criteria without
the support normally provided by schools and colleges. Older people may be
lonely and s�ll afraid to venture out. Many have lost loved ones and there is a
rise in mental health issues requiring specialist help across the age ranges.

For those who have faith there is much comfort in knowing that God is
sovereign and in perfect control. He sees all, knows everything, and is just
wai�ng for people to cry out to Him for deliverance and comfort. Don’t we long
for those who do not know Him to turn to God? We should!

Here is a challenge. Put ten copies of the new leaflet ‘Nobody is not loved’ in
your pocket, pray that God will show you where to go and what to say and set
off. Ask God to lead you to one person who needs to know that God loves them.
When you know who it is, ask them if they believe that God loves them. If they
say ‘yes’, we can ask them how they know that. If ‘no’ we might gently ask why?
Be a good listener and pick up on whatever the person indicates about their
personal faith posi�on. Use the leaflet ‘Nobody is not loved’ to point them to a
loving Saviour, Jesus Christ. Then repeat!

‘Nobody is not loved’ is available from Hayes Press in the new A6 format,
printed on demand.

A pack of 100 including delivery is only £6.53 (£4.95 + £1.58 postage)
Buy your pack here:

h�ps://www.hayespress.org/product/nobody-is-not-loved
Pauline Renfrew (for The Tract Commi�ee)

https://www.hayespress.org/product/nobody-is-not-loved

