January 2022

Comfor�ng
Words

“For the Lord himself shall descend
from heaven with a shout, with the
voice of the archangel, and with the
trump of God: and the dead in Christ
shall rise first: Then we which are alive
and remain shall be caught up
together with them in the clouds, to
meet the Lord in the air: and so shall
we ever be with the Lord. Wherefore
comfort one another with these
words” (1 Thes. 4:16-18).

Outreach to Byazhin Community, Kubwa,
Abuja

On 4 December 2021 the Assembly in Kubwa, Abuja organized outreach
around the loca�on of our hall. It was going to be a video show about the
Rapture, followed by messages from Godwin Ariwodo, a Gospel Worker, and
Mark Imoukhuede.
Friends were registered on arrival to qualify in taking part in a "2 minute
shopping". Saints had donated clothes, shoes and food items to be used for the
shopping. When numbers were called friends would collect food items and be
told to pick any pair of shoes or clothes on display.
The a�endance surpassed our expecta�ons. Over 120 adults and 50 children
sat in the hall to listen to the Gospel message. We intend to use the contact
details to do a follow-up.
Please pray that our efforts in the community will be blessed and some will be
These are words of comfort that
speak to the heart of every believer in added to the Assembly in due course.
Tunde Okunola, Fred N�do, Mark Imoukhuede
Christ. God is the God of all comfort
“who comforts us in all our tribula�on,
that we may be able to comfort them
which are in any trouble, by the
comfort wherewith we ourselves are
comforted of God” (2 Cor. 1:4).
These Scriptures were wri�en for our
learning that we through pa�ence and
comfort of the Scriptures might have
hope; and what a blessed hope is ours!
The Thessalonian believers were not
only characterised by their work of
faith and labour of love but also by
their pa�ence as they waited for God’s
Son from heaven. Their ci�zenship was
in heaven, from whence also they
looked for a Saviour, the Lord Jesus
Christ, who would “change our vile
body, that it may be fashioned like unto
His glorious body, according to the
working whereby He is able even to
subdue all things unto Himself” (Phil:
3:21).
In Ma�hew 24, the Lord’s coming is
prefaced by a whole series of events
but our focus is on this great event
when the Lord meets those who are
His own, caught up to meet Him in the
air. In that moment, in the twinkling of
an eye, we shall be changed into bodies
like His glorious body. Those living in
Christ and those who have died in
Christ will be caught up together and so
shall we be forever with the Lord.
As we wait pa�ently in an�cipa�on
for this wonderful day, let us take
comfort and be assured “that in yet a
li�le while, He that comes shall come
and will not tarry” (Heb. 10:37).
Lewis Milligan
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Re-engaging in Armagh, Northern Ireland
For the second year running, due to Covid restric�ons, Armagh Bible
Conference was conducted online. Several friends from the UK and
Canada were able to join us to listen to our three invited speakers and
enjoy a �me of praise and one special item.
Alister McCarty (Belfast) took us across the River Jordan in his message
to consider the significance of the two tribes who se�led outside the
promised land. Alister had challenging ques�ons to put to us; how are we
walking today, by faith or by sight? Eyes guide the ‘natural’ man, ears the
‘spiritual’ man. “Faith comes through hearing, and hearing through the
word of Christ” (Rom. 10: 17). There is a danger when followers of the
Lord Jesus Christ live on the ‘fringe’ with possible exposure to spiritual
danger.
Tom Palmer (Cardiff) took us to Gen. 1 to consider the truths associated
with the crea�on and also the limita�ons of science. Miracles should trigger a faith response, as with the turning of the
water into wine - an act of crea�on. Like Genesis, John’s Gospel starts with crea�on: “In the beginning was the Word …
through him all things were made” (John 1:1-2). There is a need to uphold the truth of the Biblical account of crea�on, as
it forms a basis for everything that is revealed about God.
A�er the break, we enjoyed a good variety of songs chosen and played by Gareth Andrews and Steve McCabe.
Before the final speaker we had a “taste” of Armagh, a slideshow of scenes of interest in and around Armagh, and heard
a li�le of the history of Ireland’s ecclesias�cal capital with its two cathedrals, both called St Patrick’s! Armagh is set in apple
growing countryside and a gateway to the universe is also found here - the planetarium!

Steve Seddon concluded the addresses with thoughts of going on a ‘journey of praise’. Eph. 1: 1-14 was his opening
passage with its thoughts of God’s “glorious grace” and God’s purposes being worked out “to the praise of His glory”. Steve
described praise as the ‘audible component of worship’, something which needs to be expressed. We thought of praise in
the life of the Lord Jesus (Lk. 10: 21) and found on the lips of li�le children (Mat. 21:16) Praise ascends ver�cally to the
Lord and horizontally to one another (Eph. 5:19).
Thank you brothers for re-engaging us in God’s word (recordings of the three messages are available).
In an a�empt to re-engage with friends and neighbours around the hall, we concluded October with a Harvest Coffee
Morning. As well as refreshments, we also had stalls with homemade cra�s and fresh local vegetables for sale in aid of a
local hospice. A handful of visitors, mostly known to us, accepted the invita�on to come along and we also met a Russianspeaking lady with her two young children. Some appropriate Gospel material was given out too.
It was good to have the lights on in the hall and the doors open once again!
Gilbert Grierson; John Wa�s; Lewis Milligan

Victoria Online Conference,
16 October 2021
On a lovely Saturday in October, the Church of God in Victoria held its annual
conference on Zoom. It was well a�ended by saints throughout the Fellowship
and was a �me of encouragement, learning and praise. Three brothers brought
the word to us live, and pre-recorded hymns were enjoyed.
Andy McIlree took us on a journey through the book of Job, through the
tragedy and the triumph which marked that man’s days. Job, much like us today,
was a man living by hearsay; he knew God by the hearing of his ear. Not un�l
Chapter 42 does he come to a fuller knowledge of God, where he then proclaims,
“Now my eyes have seen you.” We too can move beyond the hearsay through the
benefit of the Holy Scriptures and a personal rela�onship with the Lord, for God
unfolds things to common minds. He widens hearts, deepens apprecia�on,
awakens affec�ons, all that we might see and know Him. A study of Job with the
verse of 42:5 in mind was commended to us as key to unlocking the drama and
the trauma of the en�re book. Look at Job to find encouragement both mentally
and emo�onally, for amid his storm he cries, “My righteousness I hold fast, and
will not let it go.” See him triumphing over the tragedy that is swamping him. In
our �me God is warning this world, He’s showing there are things beyond our
control. As with Job and his friends, no man has the answer; man is impotent. Yet
God remains sovereign, omnipotent, powerful to save and to do that which is His
good pleasure. Like Job, we must cling to our righteousness, Christ Jesus, and not
let go. Refuse to let go. Only then can we face the tragedies of our �me as saints
of the Lord, and triumph by His power.

RENFREW
CONVENTION
3 January 2022, 2pm
at the
NORMANDY HOTEL
Speakers:
JAMES NEEDHAM
DAVID WOODS
RODNEY JOHNSTON
(Chris�ans and Sport)

GORDON MACDONALD
(Living with Mental Health Concerns)

Meal provided at the end of the
Conven�on

The awe-inspiring subject, the Righteousness of God, was brought to us by
David King. A subject with so much depth that one could spend a life�me of study
in it, and his thoughts encouraged us to go much deeper. We were introduced to
the subject by way of Rom. 3: 21-24 when Paul wrote “but now”….something had
changed for mankind. Few were considered righteous in Scripture, such as Noah and Job, especially when contrasted with
the wickedness of those around them. Gods righteousness, so far above those, was shown through the law and the
prophets. What hope was there for the rest of mankind who were so far from righteousness? In Isa. 51:5,6,8 God gives us
a clue by telling us that His righteousness and His salva�on are on their way, and Paul could confirm in Romans that the
an�cipated event had indeed occurred through the Lord Jesus Christ. All that God is was revealed by Jesus’ perfect
obedience to the law of God by loving the Father with all His soul, His heart and His mind and His neighbour as Himself,
even if it meant dying on the cross for everyone. Psalm 85 prophesied in another way that the righteousness of God and
the truth which is Christ Jesus which came together at the cross, as being righteousness and truth kissing one another. God
could look down on the sacrifice of His only bego�en Son in the way He looked down upon the blood sprinkled on the
mercy seat, but only this �me the debt for sin was paid in full. How can you define righteousness, faith, and mercy? It’s
Christ on the cross. Start by looking at Christ in all His beauty and say thank you.
Phil Brennan le� us with a wonderful message of hope and encouragement to help guide us through our present �mes
by referencing 1 Pet. 1:3-16 and Isa. 33:17-24, amongst others. By God’s great mercy we have been born again into a living
hope by the resurrec�on of Jesus Christ from the dead. Our inheritance awaits for us in heaven, unspoiled, undiminished,
undefiled. Rejoice in that. Isaiah describes it
perhaps more poe�cally: “Thy eyes shall see the
King in His beauty, they shall behold the land that is
Weekend for Sisters at the Fenwick Hotel,
afar off”. While we journey towards that great
Fenwick, Kilmarnock KA3 6AU
hope, Peter gives us some prac�cal advice. The
hope we have is not of human origin, but brought
4-6 March 2022 DV
about by God’s purpose and will never disappoint.
Be obedient because we have been cleansed from
The Lord’s Millennial Reign
sin by One who is holy, set free from our slavery. If
we fall vic�m to former lusts, we have grace and
A study of Revelation 20 and Zechariah’s prophecy
power to rise again and overcome sin. Although our
inheritance is not fully realized and will not be un�l
with Guest Speakers
the end �mes, we have entered into our
Robert and Lennie Shaw (Swindon)
inheritance through the hope that we have. By
keeping our eyes on what lies ahead we can endure
present difficul�es, keep our minds clear, live by the
Forms and further information available from
light of the future. Our hope has been paid for
Eleanor Reilly: 0141 887 1423 email: L111nor@talktalk.net
Leonard Ross: 01224 732056 email Lmr.maxwells@btinternet.com
already at Calvary.
Micah Lefevre; Phil Williamson
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Fellowship Calendar of Events 2022

January
15
Northern Ireland Conference (Belfast)
February
05
Northern Ireland Men’s Study Day
11
North America CORD Retreat (Online)
March
05
04-06
11-13
12
19
26
April
11-13
15
18
19-23
23
24-30
May
06-07

Midlands District Overseers
North Scotland Sisters’ Weekend (Fenwick)
Midlands Sisters’ Study Weekend (Staffordshire)
North America Spring Men’s Weekend
Northern Ireland Fellowship Day
North America CULTIV8 (Hamilton)
Conference of Overseers of the Churches of God
North America Good Friday Conference
(Bran�ord)
North America Easter Monday Conference
(Kingston, Jamaica)
North America Vaca�on Bible School
(Kingston, Jamaica)
North America Conference (Vancouver)
Fellowship Week of Prayer

14
14
14
27-29

North America Sisters’ Weekend
(Guelph, Toronto)
North America Spring Conference (Li�leton)
Northern Ireland Women’s Study Day
North Scotland Men’s Study Day
North America Spring Alive

June
04
05-31/7
11
19
29-03

Midlands District Overseers
Church in the Park (Birmingham)
North America CULTIV8 (Mount Forest Camp)
Northern Ireland Fellowship Day
Your Fellowship Rally (UK)

July
10-16
17-23
17-23
25-29
26-30
28-01
August
03-06
04-06
07-13
07-13
21-27
28

Northern Ireland Summer Camp
North America Camp Baldy Kids Camp
North America Mount Forest Boys and Girls
Camp – Week 1
North America Mount Forest Day Camp
North America Camp Baldy Teen Camp
North America Mount Forest Family Camp
North America Gospel Defenders Camp
(Jamaica)
North America Camp Baldy Family Camp
Midlands Youth Camp
(Needwood, Burton-on-Trent)
North America Mount Forest Boys and Girls
Camp – Week 2
North America Mount Forest Teen Camp
North America Mount Forest Teen Camp Praise
Night (Hamilton)

September
03
Midlands District Overseers
05
North America Conference (Trinidad)
17
North America Harvest Day
(Mount Forest Camp)

October
08
Northern Ireland Conference (Armagh)
15
North America Fall Conference (Victoria)
17
North America Heroes Day Conference
(Kingston, Jamaica)
22
North America Conference (Toronto)
23
Northern Ireland Fellowship Day
28-29
North America Fall Men’s Weekend
November
04-06
Northern Ireland Annaluin
05
Midlands Study Day (Birmingham)
05
North America Overseers’ Mee�ng
12
North America CULTIV8 (Hamilton)
19
Interna�onal Women’s Day of Prayer
December
03
Midlands District Overseers
27-31
North America Deep Freeze
(Mount Forest Camp)
31
North America New Year’s Eve Fellowship
(Kingston, Jamaica)

If your District s�ll hasn’t sent dates through,
it isn’t too late. Please send them ASAP and
we will rerun a more complete calendar next
month. Thank you. Editors

For Prayer Ministering Brethren
(January and onwards)
Brian Johnston
Video link ministry with saints in Melbourne, Bundaberg & in isola�on
at Christchurch
Video Gospel with the Barrhead group
A couple of commi�ee gatherings (hopefully physical)
SFT scrip�ng
Local ministry weekly
Local, Antwerp & district Bible Studies
Geralde Magasura
Speaking at the conference in Lingig, visi�ng Bullucan, hope to resume
our outreach work in Alon (this was suspended awhile ago when a tribal
chie�ain advised me to not go there yet because there is a man there
who a�acks cebuano people on the road) and our new outreach in
Purok 29 (between Malabog & Alon). 16 families are living in this area,
and there is no Chris�an church there. At the �me of wri�ng we were
ready heading there to explore the place but we were informed that the
tribal leaders there are not allowing us to come. However, one of our
brothers named Lando, a respected elder in this tribe, will nego�ate
with the chie�ains there. Hope that result will be posi�ve.
Lawrence Onyokoko
I will be working with Assemblies in Okorikpehre and Udu in the month
of January.
	
  

James on
11-13 MARCH 2022

MIDLANDS SISTERS’ WEEKEND

A Study of the Epistle of James – Guest Speaker James Needham

Shallowford House, Staffordshire
forms & further information – celiabrennan@live.co.uk

new venue!

We have booked sole occupancy of
the19thc building set in beautiful
gardens, woodland and meadows
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At home with the Lord – Elizabeth “Be�y” Bentham, Wigan, England

Masked but not Silenced
Romford Virtual Conference
13 November 2021
For us in Romford, this was certainly a novel Conference – in more ways than one!
It was fantas�c to have a record number of a�endees from all over the UK and beyond, all benefi�ng from the
technology available. A special thanks to Guy Ellio� (Crowborough) from us technophobes in Romford for making a virtual
event possible.
We were encouraged to hear about God’s working in the
Philippines, Myanmar and South East and Central Africa
throughout the pandemic.
Geralde Magusara spoke about Abraham and Sarah. Nothing
is too hard for God. Paul was “able to do all things through Christ
who strengthens me”; even when held in stocks in the prison he
was able to speak the Gospel. He gave examples of how God
has worked in the Philippines - people have come to know Christ
and become disciples in spite of Covid and opposi�on. Geralde
encouraged us not to lose heart in doing good. God can make
our disappointment His appointment.
James and others from the Assemblies in Myanmar treated us
to an extremely professional presenta�on of God’s work there.
We especially enjoyed seeing and hearing individual accounts of
problems – poli�cal ac�vism, military imposi�ons,
unemployment – lots to pray for, and to give thanks for safety so
far experienced and for the opportuni�es that have arisen for
Chris�an witness. Khupbhoi concluded the presenta�on with
some reassuring Scriptures - there is no security except in God
(Ps. 46: 1-3). He spoke of the saints’ apprecia�on of support
materially and in prayer (Heb. 6: 10) and, like our first speaker,
encouraged us not to become weary in doing good (Gal. 6: 9
&10).
Brian Johnston gave us a very full, illustrated report of the
work in South East and Central Africa (SECA) and how upli�ing it
has been to witness so many bap�sms and addi�ons to these
Churches, and also to have several new Assemblies planted with
the prospect of more to follow. God has indeed con�nued to
bless the work in Malawi, Zimbabwe and Mozambique. He
quoted the closing word of Acts, describing how Paul was able
to ensure that the Gospel could be spread “with all openness,
unhindered (akolutos)”. How encouraging that, as tes�fied by
the previous speakers, this remains true today.
All three talks were pre-recorded so will be accessible to any
who were unable to join us on this occasion, or wish to hear
them again in full.
Pippa Riley; Alex Jarvis

Elizabeth “Be�y” Bentham was called home on 6 November 2021. Born in Belfast on
25 November 1928, the youngest daughter of David Lewis and Wilhelmina Pearson,
together with her sisters Peggy and Winnie they made a �ght-knit family unit.
Be�y was saved aged 11 just a�er the outbreak of WW II as she started to
appreciate the “unfailing love of her God”. Global events would impact this small
family unit.
Be�y worked at a Chris�an book shop in Belfast, where she was a book
buyer. Here she met and appreciated Chris�ans from churches of all
denomina�ons. She loved books and especially her Bible and insisted that no
book should ever be marked, nor pages turned down! Be�y had refused to
discuss her funeral arrangements, so it was a surprise to her son Phillip when
he found her Bible with several verses in Psalm 90 & 91 underlined in red! Her
eldest son Mark led the funeral service a�er a private family burial. Favourite
hymns of Be�y’s - “Abide with me” and “Face to Face with Christ my Saviour”
- were sung and Phillip read Psalm 91 and closed with his own reflec�on. In
between, Chris Su�on drew five points from those underlined verses in rela�on
to Be�y’s life: 1) The unfailing love of her God. 2) Singing for joy and being glad
all her days. 3) Res�ng in the shadow of the Almighty 4) She acknowledged His
name. 5) “With long life I will sa�sfy (her) and show (her) My salva�on”.
In 1951 the Northern Ireland camp moved to a new site at Ballywater. A group came
over from NW England, which included Norman Bentham. Norman and Be�y married in
1955 and se�led in Southport. They moved to live in Billinge in 1957 and to St Helens Assembly, then following the death
of Norman’s father Robert in 1958 they transferred to Wigan un�l 1960 when they went back to Northern Ireland. They
se�led in Coleraine and supported the small Assembly in Portstewart. Then, due to Norman’s work, a�er a brief spell in
Redcar and in Middlesbrough Assembly they returned to Northern Ireland to live in Carrickfergus and Belfast Assembly.
Be�y and Norman opened their home to the young people of the district and warm hospitality was enjoyed at their home.
By now both of Be�y’s sisters and their combined five children needed their support, and they became parental figures
even before their own sons were born.
In 2015, as Norman’s health was failing, they took the decision to move to Southport to be near family. Norman was
called home in November 2016. They had been married for 61 years. A�er 57 years, Be�y came back to Wigan Assembly
when Southport closed. Covid restric�ons prevented her travelling to Wigan since 2020, but Be�y “mastered” Zoom and
joined our gatherings. She also joined with friends in Belfast again and this brought her much joy.
A devoted grandmother, she o�en spoke about her four grandchildren - Adrienne, Laura, Evie and Zachary - with much
pride and enthusiasm.
Be�y’s earthly life was just short of thirty-four thousand days. Psalm 90:12 “Teach us to number our days aright, that we
may gain a heart of wisdom.” The many who gathered for Be�y’s funeral service, in person and by webcast - were
reminded from John 5:24, and 10:10 that Be�y’s long life con�nues eternally.
Chris Su�on; Neil McLachlan

A great tes�mony of a family in
Rajahmundry Assembly

Bro. Srinivas, an electrician, and his wife, sis. Mary, are first
genera�on Chris�ans having been converted 22 years back.
They have been numbered with us since the plan�ng of the
Assembly on 14 February 1999. They have grown as strong
believers. Their en�re family is very regular in the Lord’s
service. Their eldest son, bro. Deepak Praise (23), is an
engineer who is a
regular par�cipant in
worship. Now to their
delight their second
son, Badugu Mohana Kishore (18), an engineering graduate student, was
bap�zed on 17 November 2021 and subsequently added to the Assembly here.
Our brother Suvarna Ratnam conducted the bap�sm.
It was a pleasure to all that on the very day he was added bro. Kishore led the
Church in worship. This is the fruit of being brought up and nurtured in Chris�an
principles in our Church since his birth.
We have five more Hindu families converted to Chris�anity in our Assembly and
they are growing in faith.
We request you all to con�nue to remember us in your prayers.
Dr. G.Samuel Moses; Bro Isaac Raj

Notice Board
Life’s Experiences
Now available from Hayes
Press! This collec�on of true
stories from people of all ages
and all walks of life in different
countries around the world
reminds us of something very
important indeed - whether it’s
the big things or the small things
in life, God and His word, the
Bible, have proven �me and again
to be reliable, faithful and
deserving of our complete trust!
Like Jeanie Baird’s Bible that you’ll
read about in the book, we don’t
know to whom God will bring this
book, but our prayer is that it will
be a strengthening of faith for
some, and perhaps even the
catalyst to faith for the first �me
for a reader. God is able!

We are aware that due to
COVID-19, events are cancelled;
however some may happen via
online methods.
January
15 Northern Ireland Conference
(Belfast)

Visit
h�ps://www.hayespress.org/
product/life-experiences-nevillecoomer
and pick up your copies while
stocks last.

Used Stamps For Bibles
You have been kindly sending me "USED STAMPS FOR BIBLES" for some 42
years! Please con�nue again this year. There is perhaps less postage nowadays
with the Internet replacing it, but BIBLES are more than ever needed!
We welcome stamp gatherers new and old, all are very welcome. Please send
or pass them to me by any suitable means to:Neville Coomer, Hilton of Forthar, GLENROTHES, FIFE. KY7 6LP.

Editors:
Steve Peers & Guy Elliott
40 The Spinney,
Brackla, Bridgend, CF31 2JE
Email:
editors.intelligence@gmail.com

Text for the Month
but those who hope in the Lord
will renew their strength. They will
soar on wings like eagles; they will
run and not grow weary, they will
walk and not be faint. Isaiah 40:31
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