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Using Zoom made it possible for couples
from Ontario, BC and even as far away as
Chennai, India to join in for an evening of
Chris�an fellowship, challenge and Bible
instruc�on. “Life to the Full” was the chosen
topic, and the keynote speaker was Andy
Tugwell of Swindon, UK. His talk, rich in
Scripture references, was recorded and you
can watch using the link: h�ps://rb.gy/bv1fzt.
The focus was on the new iden�ty we have as
believers because we are now “in Christ”, as
emphasized in Ephesians 1. Experiencing life
to the full is all bound up in what we have
through Christ, who promised that we could
have “life, and have it more abundantly” (Jn.
10:10).
We had some first-�me a�endees as well as
others who have a�ended every one of these
events. “CORD” is an acronym for “Couples
Opera�ng Rela�onships Diligently”, and
reminds us of the “threefold cord” (Ecc. 4:12)
that cannot easily be broken. A couple joined
together in marriage need to have a constant
awareness of Christ strengthening their
commitment to each other as they commit
themselves to Him. In our new iden�ty we
can each bring our spiritual gi�s into our
service for the Lord as a couple, fulfilling
God’s purpose.
It was good to see each others’ faces,
though being together in the same place is a
joy that we must await for now. But the
limita�ons of a Zoom mee�ng did not prevent
us enjoying quizzes and games, with the big
prize of the candy jar won by Hilda (and
Nivas)! All a�ending were grateful for every
aspect of the program put together by Chris
and Alissa Seddon, and we’re looking forward
in the Lord’s will to the next CORD in 2023!
Geoff Hydon; Craig Jones

Ontario CORD Event: 11 February

Wars and Rumours of Wars

Shortly before the Lord’s crucifixion,
He took His disciples up to the Mount
of Olives, east of Jerusalem, across the
Kidron Valley. As Jesus spoke to them,
foretelling the destruc�on of Jerusalem
and the temple, the disciples asked
Him, “Tell us when will these things be
and what will be the sign of your
coming and the end of the age?“ (Ma�.
24:3-8). As He spoke of wars and
rumours of wars the prophecy of
Zechariah comes to mind: Zech. 14:2-4,
“For I will gather all the na�ons to
ba�le against Jerusalem…. then the
Lord will go forth and fight against
those na�ons as He fights in the day of
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ba�le and in that day His feet will stand
on the Mount of Olives which faces
Jerusalem on the east.”
A few years ago our world could not
have imagined a global pandemic - a
pes�lence transforming our way of life
in just a few months; loss of life, food
shortages, disrup�on of supplies. Now
we are experiencing interna�onal
tension with wars and rumours of wars
proving a worldwide concern in
Europe, the Middle East and the South
China Sea. These catastrophes remind
us of how things can escalate in a short
�me in our interconnected world.

The Lord Jesus was very clear in His
instruc�ons to those living in the end
�mes when He spoke about the
parable of the fig tree: Mk. 13:28-31,
“When its branches become tender
and put forth leaves you know that
summer is near, so you also when you
see these things happening know that
it is near at the doors. Assuredly I say to
you this genera�on will by no means
pass away �ll all these things take
place.”
Mk. 13:37, “And what I say to you I
say to all, watch.”
Lewis Milligan
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The Church of God Alagbole Celebrates
its 5th Anniversary

Myanmar April 2022 - Camps at Khumnuai and Insein,
ongoing sharing of the Word in Munlai

The compound where the
Assembly hall is situated was filled
to the brim with young and old as
our hall could not contain the
number of friends and well-wishers
who came to celebrate with us on
our anniversary. We give thanks to
God that we were able to invite
brethren from other Assemblies and
friends from around the Church
loca�on to the celebra�on of our 5th
anniversary on 11 December 2021.
The Assembly was planted with
fourteen brethren and con�nues to
grow through the grace of our Lord
Jesus Christ and the efforts of various
brethren. It was a great joy to see the
hall filled on the day of celebra�on. It
also provided an opportunity for us
to tell the numerous friends who
came around about the uniqueness
of our God and the Churches of God,
which many are s�ll ignorant of.
We appreciate all support received.
Sule Shobowale; Gbenga Fagbenle

A camp took place at Khumnuai from 30 March for
5 days, involving 2 sessions per day of sharing the
good news with unsaved people, mainly younger
ones, and also 2 sessions daily sharing God’s truth
with disciples. This took place through a combined
effort of local deacons and visi�ng brothers and sisters
from Munlai. Each evening a Gospel address was
given. 28 saints in all were able to travel from Munlai
and stay over for the dura�on, without any significant
interven�on from the military. One young lad
professed his assurance of salva�on, and we pray for
further blessing on the seed sown. Each weekday a
group of young people con�nue to meet in Munlai hall
to hear the good news and tes�mony.
During the na�onal Water Fes�val holiday week,
star�ng 11 April, a 5-day camp was held in Insein to
encourage the local saints. The subject considered was
the ques�on ‘Where is God’s House Today?’ – with
help from Alan Toms’ book. We pray for the answer to
that ques�on to grip the hearts of all. Over 25 were
able to gather which is a great encouragement for the
Assembly.
We plan a camp in Suangphei by God’s grace during
May, before the rainy season makes access even more
difficult than at present due to the military presence
on the roads.
James; Khupboih; Khual Tawng

New Tract for the Queen’s
Pla�num Jubilee
The Tract Commi�ee was
delighted to receive this
submission for a tract, wri�en by
Rosemary Johnston, about the
Queen’s Pla�num Jubilee, a
unique event in the history of the
Bri�sh monarchy. Hayes Press has
published it as an a�rac�ve trifold leaflet. You can buy it here:
h�ps://www.hayespress.org/
product/pla�num_jubilee
We encourage Churches and
individual saints to order a batch
and distribute the good news of
the Gospel through this medium,
in the run up to the Pla�num Jubilee celebra�ons in
June.
The Tract Commi�ee
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Spring Cra� Fayre 2022
This was a completely new �me
of year for us to hold a Cra� Fayre.
Usually, we have a Christmas Cra�
Fayre; however, due to Covid, we
have been unable to do this for the
last 2 years. So it was with a certain
amount of trepida�on that we held
our first Spring event on Saturday 5
March.
Despite the cold day, we had
approximately 260 adults and
children at the event. It was a
fantas�c atmosphere in the Piggery
at Flaxlands and people were very
pleased to be able to support Julia’s
House Hospice for Children in
Wiltshire.
They had the opportunity to
browse a great variety of handmade
items for sale, make a cra�, get
involved in some outdoor sport or
just sit and “catch up” with friends
over coffee, bacon rolls, hot dogs
and delicious homemade cake. The
café run by Church volunteers was
open all day and had a steady flow
of customers who sat outside in a marquee to enjoy their purchases.
Due to everyone’s hard work on the day, a substan�al amount was raised for the charity - especially Kate, who had made
a hundred items in Fimo clay to sell and raise funds at the event.
Lots of lovely conversa�ons were had with visitors and friends both old and new. It was a privilege to be able to draw
alongside one of our original youth club girls who had recently experienced a s�llborn child and to hear from several
others about their struggle with depression and anxiety during Covid. One lady expressed her deep gra�tude for being
able to be with us as this was her first �me at a larger event, and she spoke of her suicidal thoughts that morning but of
the relief which she felt at being able to talk and to feel the warmth of our friendship and love. We cha�ed about the
peace that only our lovely Saviour can bring and that we would be praying for her and would love to see her again at
Church events.
The Church of God in Swindon asks you to join us in our prayers, that the people who happily came to the Fayre will
return to services where they’ll hear and want to learn more about the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. Thank you.
Kevin Hickling; Liz Hickling

“Great the joy when Chris�ans meet …”
(especially a�er two years
of enforced absence!)
Brian Johnston and Kevin Beal visited The Philippines for the first �me in two
years in March and April 2022. Among the ac�vi�es they engaged in were:
1. An adult camp was held with 100 taught for 3 intensive teaching days.
2. Crusades (6 of them) were held (Alon, Longanapan, Bullucan &
Nabunturan) with at least a handful of verifiable professions of salva�on
(especially at Nabunturan at the second loca�on there).
3. New Churches were visited (Malabog & Bullucan).
4. Weaker Churches were supported (Longanapan & Nabunturan).
5. Follow up visit and planning for a poten�al third Tagum company at
Pandapan.
6. A bonus of a highly encouraging conference at Banaybanay.
7. Simply being there for interviews, bap�sms & addi�ons.
8. Development of land acquisi�on, hall construc�on and repairing &
procuring vehicles.
G. Magusara; BD Johnston

For Prayer
Ministering
Brethren
(May and onwards)
John Black
I expect to be with friends in Nigeria
un�l Lord’s Day 8 May, returning
overnight and reaching home on
Monday 9 May to resume local
opportuni�es for service as the Lord
leads.
Geralde Magasura
I will be working in Alon, Nabunturan,
and Pandapan. Thanks for your
prayers.
Tony Nemi
By God's grace, from May I hope to be
in Kenya working with the two
Assemblies there.
Robert Wood
My work con�nues largely as it has
done now for 2 years, with occasional
Zoom mee�ngs, but my main work is
in the Gospel. Silently, each home in
Whitehills has received the Gospel
tract, 'Peace with God.' It has brought
a few posi�ve responses. I now
con�nue in nearby Banff. Wayne with
his friend Dylan stopped me as I le�
their home. I could see he had
problems, yet he knew of his need for
God. We prayed together. I'm
encouraged by the verse, “For, lo, the
winter is past, the rain is over and
gone; The flowers appear on the earth;
the �me of the singing of birds is
come, and the voice of the turtle is
heard in our land (S of S. 2:12). A �me
now for singing and the voice of the
turtle to be heard. I hope to resume
open-air Scripture readings with
accompanying hymns in the city of
Aberdeen and surrounding villages to
Whitehills. Thank you for your prayers
David Woods
In addi�on to ongoing local and NorthWest District ac�vi�es, I hope to be
with the Church in Glasgow for a
couple of weeks, DV.
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At home with the Lord – Margaret (Marg) Wilkes,
Stoke-on-Trent, England

Bap�sms in Kateru

Bap�sms took place in the
River Godavri on 19 March.
Bap�sed were brother Baba
Saheb, brother Shubakar, 15year-old Dokkumala Jaswanth
Babu (now named Joshua, who
a�ends Faith Welfare School)
Chukka Krupavathi, Ryali Laksmi
and Yedurada Sathyavathi. They
were all added to the Assembly
at Kateru on 20 March.
Another 4 sisters who had
previously been bap�sed were
also added the same day. The
sisters are Merry Grace, Nuthana,
Sharon and Esther Rani.
Brian Tugwell

Bap�sms in Kakinada
Only the water of the word and the blood of Jesus can wash away our sins
when faith is placed in our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. Certainly, this water
couldn’t clean anything. Sunitha, 18, Anand, 20, John, 18, and Nehemiah, 21,
were bap�sed by brother Muni Sundar.
B. Tugwell

Yet again we record the home call of a faithful sister. On 20 February, just
short of her 79th birthday, our dear sister Marg passed peacefully into her
Saviour’s presence two and a half years a�er suffering a debilita�ng stroke.
Marg was born on 26 March 1943 and was brought up by faithful parents in the
Stoke Assembly where she a�ended Sunday school, but when aged 11 she
became very ill with the disease lupus. Such was the seriousness of the situa�on
that local Churches of God called special prayer mee�ngs for her, and she made
a full recovery. The medics a�ributed this remarkable outcome to prayer.
Saved as a girl, she was bap�sed aged 13 and therea�er she “con�nued
steadfastly” for the Lord. She worked hard at school to make up for lost �me
through illness and eventually at age 18 she took up nursing, becoming a
registered nurse aged 22 and a ward sister at just 23. She loved her work in which
she devoted herself to caring for others for more than 30 years, and throughout
these years, and many more, she faithfully devoted herself to the Lord and His
things including prac�cal help with elderly a�endees and the provision of
hospitality for visi�ng Ministering Brethren over the years. One of such is David
Woods, who took the funeral service on 15 March and paid tribute to Marg’s life
as outlined above, describing her as “a self-effacing person who cared for others;
generous in all she did but not in any way ostenta�ous. She was humble,
reserved, frugal yet generous.” David read from 1 Cor. 8: 1-5 regarding those
whose generosity in giving was because “they first gave themselves to the Lord,”
and David explained that this surrender to the Lord Jesus is what characterised Marg’s life; producing her strength of
character, her generosity, her devoted friendships and, above all, the giving of herself in support of Church ac�vi�es.
At the graveside, David referred to Samuel raising up the stone pillar in celebra�on of victory, calling it Ebenezer and
declaring, “Thus far has the Lord helped us” (1 Sam. 7:12). David stressed the “thus far”, for Marg’s journey hasn’t ended
at the grave, and he read from 1 Thess. 4, stressing Marg’s glorious future.
Throughout his address, David presented the Gospel which Marg had believed, and we pray that some of his hearers
may respond to its challenge.
Alan Sands; Malcolm Bootherstone

Restora�on of Eddie MacDonald, Melbourne, Australia

We are very pleased to report that on 6 February 2022, Eddie MacDonald was received back into fellowship in
Melbourne a�er 60 years. Eddie was bap�sed by Guy Jarvie and added to the Assembly in Glasgow in 1962 at the age of
25. He joined the Merchant Navy in 1965 and came to Melbourne, Australia where he se�led, eventually leaving the
Churches of God.
Eddie is in isola�on in Northern Victoria but was very genuine in his desire to please the Lord in returning to the Church
and Churches of God. It was an emo�onal moment when he was given the right hand of fellowship and received into the
Melbourne Assembly. He was very happy and most grateful to the Lord for being so gracious in providing a path back to
His house.
Roy Dickson; Ron Busby

WANTED
Bap�sms; Conference Reports; Births; Marriages; Obituaries; Camps; Adult Outreach; Youth Work
Intelligence is nothing without you. It can only exist if you use it to
share news across the Fellowship. You may think that what you do in
your Assembly is nothing out of the ordinary, but it could be a real
inspira�on to someone else. Or perhaps you’re an Assembly that just
struggles along and you think your story is unimportant, but a report of
your faithfulness could be a great help to others in similar
circumstances. A�er all, the Lord Himself shared with us the story of
Philadelphia, a Church that none of us would consider to be thriving. “I
know that you have li�le strength, yet you have kept my word and have
not denied my name” (Rev 2:8).
We all love to hear of the blessings of God, however big, however
small. So please, look at your Assembly, or District, and let us know
what’s happening. Don’t let anything go unreported. If you haven’t yet
done it, why not ask someone to be your Intelligence Correspondent?
If you’re a social media user who posts news to Facebook, don’t forget
to send it to Intelligence too so that we can all read it.
Guy and Steve

Notice Board
May
06-07 North America Sisters’
Weekend (Guelph,
Toronto)
14
North America Spring
Conference (Li�leton)
14
Northern Ireland Women’s
Study Day
14
Scotland Men’s Study Day
27-29 North America Spring Alive

Northern Ireland
Fellowship Day 2022
On Saturday 19 March we were delighted to be able to meet together again
to hold our first in-person Fellowship Day since 2019. Jon Stanley, from the
Church in Hayes, was over for the day to lead us through our subject of The God
of Covenant. Jon spoke to us on The Rainbow Covenant and The Kingly
Covenant, taking us to, and beyond, Noah and David. In our discussion �mes, we
considered The New Covenant: its mediator, promises and privileges. Comparing
and contras�ng the Old with the New, we enjoyed from the book of Hebrews the
superior ministry of Christ and the be�er promises, blessings, hope and glory
brought to us by our Saviour, Mediator, High Priest and King, the Lord Jesus
Christ.

No�ce Board
Elsie Meek and Gillian Fotheringham are extremely apprecia�ve of
the many le�ers, texts and calls
concerning the recent homecall of
their beloved husband and father,
Ian. A full obituary no�ce will follow shortly.

It was a very enjoyable day spent together in a great, informal and peaceful
se�ng with ministry, praise, good food and fellowship. We extend our thanks to
Jon for joining us for the day and his though�ul and encouraging ministry.
Gareth Andrews; Lindsay Woods

Text for the Month
Then he said to them all:
“Whoever wants to be my disciple
must deny themselves and take up
their cross daily and follow me. For
whoever wants to save their life
will lose it, but whoever loses their
life for me will save it.
Luke 9:23-24
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