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Joint Conference/Centenary Celebra�on in Nigeria
We give the glory, honour and praise to our holy
and faithful God as we mark 100 years of blessing.
480 representa�ve disciples from the Churches of
God in Nigeria were assembled on Good Friday, 15
April, for this joyful event. The privileged speakers
were Eric Sampou, Anthony Nemi and John Black.
Eric was looking back at the history of the Lord's
work in Africa. He read Ex. 19: 4,10; 1 Pet. 1:18 19; 2 Cor. 7: 1; Ex. 25: 8-9 and 1 Tim. 3:15. He
traced the early days of brethren in Africa,
referring to why our godly and faithful brethren
separated from the Open Brethren, as we stand
today on the shoulders of these giants: J A Boswell,
C M Luxmoore, F A Banks, H Elson, A T Doodson, W
J Lennox, John Miller and many more. Tom Wallace
was the first English missionary from the Churches
of God to set foot on African soil during World War
1. He was an evangelist. A long list of men and
women followed - people of godly and lovely
character who were prepared to die for the sake of
the cross of Jesus Christ. We remember the first
five who ventured in 1920 via Zaria: Edwin
Ma�hew and Elizabeth, William Terrell, J P A Taylor
and Fanny.
Look at the success of the work through the
radio broadcasts, reaching friends in Ghana,
Liberia, Malawi, Kenya, Mozambique and
Zimbabwe. Today there are 500 million Christfollowers in Africa. May the Lord's people join us to
pray that the elect will be led to the Fellowship by
the good Lord.
God brought redemp�on to Israel. We like them
were in bondage of sin but God opened the door
to Christ, and the cross and the atonement
brought forgiveness, salva�on, redemp�on and
freedom.
Continued on page 2…

Sin has many faces, and each one is
ugly. There is nothing beau�ful about
sin and its consequences. You can view
sin in many ways; it is lawlessness,
unrighteousness, error, transgression,
iniquity, failure, trespass, wrongdoing,
and following that course leads to
unmi�gated evil. Correctly viewed, all
sin is against God!
King David in Ps. 51:4 said, "against
Thee, Thee only, have I sinned". Yes, the
carnal mind is against God. Sin brings
death! Many are the consequences of
sin, for it brings pain, sadness, sorrow,
death and grief. Its effects are seen
throughout the world today. Just think
of what I am saying. It is ugly and it is
promoted by the evil one. The LORD
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Sin Is Ugly

said to some “You are of your father the
devil … he is a liar, and the father
thereof".
The reason and purpose for Jesus
Christ coming from heaven to earth was
to put away sin by the sacrifice of
Himself. He came to save sinners (1 Tim.
1: 15). He came to redeem, to buy back
sinners with His precious blood. That is,
forgiven sinners who have repented
towards God and have faith in the
finished work of Jesus Christ. We know
that He came to His own. His own
na�on, the Jews, sadly rejected and
despised Him (Isa. 53: 3). Finally, they
cruelly crucified Him outside the city
wall of Jerusalem. Here we see the
ul�mate ugliness of sin in its outworking

- the barbaric crucifixion, when they
became like wild ferocious animals in
their hatred and rejec�on of Him. Bulls
of Bashan, wild dogs and the horns of
the wild oxen (Ps. 22). Then they sat and
watched Him there in all His agony
(Mat. 27:36). This was unwarranted
brutality. Where was pity, where
compassion? It came from Him: "Father
forgive them, for they know not what
they do" (Lk. 23: 36). They failed to
recognise the Lord of Glory, God’s
beloved Son! The amazing thing is, that
God delivered Him up for us all (Rom. 8:
32). All who trust in Christ. The
goodness of God leads to repentance.
"Thanks be unto God for his
unspeakable gi�” (2 Cor. 9:15).
Neville Coomer

Rajahmundry Vaca�on Bible School
Spring Fayre at Aberkenfig
Midlands Sisters’ Weekend
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Joint Conference/Centenary Celebra�on
in Nigeria … Continued from page 1
The na�on of Israel washed
their garments and God gave
them the moral law. God
requires sanc�fica�on from us
too (2 Cor. 7:1; 1 Pet. 1:16).
Finally, God brought them to
His House. “Let them make me
a sanctuary that I may dwell
among them.” To us, God has
given the privilege of the
worship of God and the service
of God.
Our brother Anthony Nemi
read Hag. 2: 1-9 and 2 Tim. 1:
14. His address was looking
forward to the Lord's work in Africa. He said " Let us arise to advance our godly
heritage " He posed a few ques�ons: Why are we where we are today? Are we
where we ought to be? What is the way forward?
Tony explored God's dealings with Israel in the days of Ezra and Zerubbabel. In
his conclusion, he highlighted the summary of his message. The need to depend
on the power of the Holy Spirit. The need to pray and fast and make confession
and
repentance.
The
requirement to obey the
mandate to evangelise and the
vision of the cross. Contending
for the faith (Jud. 3). The need to
change our methods. The
applica�on of modern media for
preaching and teaching. The plan
for developing young people for
youth work and leadership
training. The need for ministry to
the children. Financing the work
of the Kingdom.
We were all delighted to have
John Black among us. He brought
goodwill messages from the UK. He read 2 Cor. 11:27; 1 Cor. 3:1-4; 1 Jn. 3:2-3;
Rom. 7:4; Rom. 12:1-2; Phil. 1: 7-11. John brought encouragement and challenge
to us and spoke on some notable milestones. Firstly, he referred to Paul's
concern for the purity of the Gospel and the necessity of repentance and faith
for genuine conversions. Secondly, on the milestone of spiritual maturity. Paul's
concern for fruit-bearing. Christlikeness in the believer. Thirdly, for effec�ve soulwinning to secure the future. The hope for the future in our youth. Another
notable milestone was the Spirit's need for clean vessels. Like Israel, there are
s�ll very large areas of the land to be taken over. The final milestone is where we
can sit down and rest forever. Fruit from seed sown at the cross (Rev. 3: 21).
120 children were in a session with Anne Dada and her team, and on Saturday
100 young people were at the youth forum.
We note the support of Chris Su�on for a biography of pioneering brethren
and
photographs,
Kevin
Hickling and the past Needed
Truth copies, for messages
during the celebra�on from
Mark Imoukhuede, Bernard
French and Jane Bennison. We
are very apprecia�ve of the
selfless service of the various
commi�ees, the catering staff
and the delicious meals and
the hos�ng West district and
all in Akarakumo, including the
"Bale" chief of the community.
S.Olunaike; G. Okwena
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Rajahmundry Vaca�on Bible School 6-8 May
Brother Moses kicked off the 3-day event which was conducted around the theme “Train up a child” (Pro.
22:6). Around 150 children from Faith School and the Assembly par�cipated on all three days. It proved a great
opportunity for our Assembly to sow the seeds of faith and
love of Jesus to the children.
Our team consisted of sisters Sandya, Shushana and Kamala
who taught Bible stories, singing and playlets, and conducted
programmes like Bible quizzes, singing, drawing etc. Brothers
from Church - Brian Moses, Jacob Suman, and Suvarna
Ratnam - made all the arrangements for the smooth
conduc�ng of the programme. Brother Raj, a Church deacon,
has contributed many beau�ful gi�s to all the students who
par�cipated.
We give all glory and honour for the good tes�mony of our
Church.
Dr G. Samuel Moses; K.Issac Raj; R. Jacob Suman
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Children
and Staff
at Munlai
As reported by brothers
Khupboih and James, here
are photos of the youth
work at Munlai Community
Hall.
Steve Peers; Guy Ellio�
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Salva�on and Bap�sm in Munlai
By God's grace, we are glad to share that sister Ciin Sian Huai accepted our Lord
Jesus Christ as her personal Saviour and Lord, was bap�sed on 1 May and added
to the Assembly in Munlai.
SB Khupboih; James

For Prayer Ministering Brethren
Mark Imoukhuede
As some are aware, I arrived in the UK
in April to a�end the Conference of
Overseers and see the consultants
a�ending to my medical issues. The
consulta�ons will con�nue un�l some
�me in June. While wai�ng for the
consulta�ons, my wife and I will visit
the saints in Malawi and Kenya. Please
pray for the doctors a�ending me, that
they will be guided by the Lord to give
the best treatment and for journey
mercies as we travel to Malawi and
Kenya.
Brian Johnston
I hope during June to carry out a
programme of ac�vi�es in Malawi
designed by the local overseers there.
God willing, Rosemary will join with
me to assist in this, with her input
rela�ng to the womenfolk.
Craig Jones
For June, I mainly have District ministry
responsibili�es, but we will also be
coming over for YFR where I have a
ministry slot to take there as well. For
July, we are into camp season and this

(June and onwards)
year we’re planning to help out with
Camp Baldy in Colorado.
SB Khupboih and James
We con�nue sharing the good news
with some young people, so please
remember us in your prayers that the
Holy Spirit may open their hearts too.
The work in Munlai community hall is
running well; there are nursery,
language learning and computer
classes. In God's will, we plan to travel
to Suangphei from 25-30 May to have
a camp there, so we would like to
request your prayer support that God
may bless us and help us to strengthen
the saints in Suangphei.
Geralde Magasura
I will be working in Davao, Malabog
and Alon. Thanks for your prayers.
Lawrence Onyokoko
Some brethren and I will be visi�ng
schools in June, in prepara�on for our
annual Vaca�on Bible Course (VBC) in
July.

Karl Smith
June begins with a few days' outreach
in Buckhaven, using the specially
produced tract for the Queen’s Jubilee
celebra�ons, and concludes with YFR.
There will be a lot of prepara�on and
wri�ng for videos and camps and
various other things in between.
David Woods
While long-distance travelling is s�ll
restricted due to recently diagnosed
blood clots, I am con�nuing to work
locally in the District, and connec�ng
with various Churches worldwide for
online mee�ngs.
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Spring Fayre at Aberkenfig
Solely as a fund-raising effort for Ukraine, Aberkenfig
organised a Spring Fayre which took place on 7 May. Some
local cra�speople joined us, selling a range of goods from
resin jewellery, plants and cards to crocheted gonks. There
was a lovely atmosphere with about 120 villagers and
Assembly folks coming to spend their money and support
the Ukrainian people. All money raised is being sent to the
Disasters Emergency Commi�ee.
Although this wasn’t an outreach effort, it proved to be
highly beneficial as visitors to the hall enjoyed their �me
with us, and we were able to show that we’re not what they
might expect of ‘church’. One of them commented that it’s
not stuffy and she would be happy to return. We also met
up with folks whose children used to a�end Toddlers or
enjoyed our Ladies Nights Out.
A�er so long, restricted by Covid, it was wonderful to fill
the hall again and we’re now ge�ng requests for a
Christmas Fayre. Watch this page!
Andrew and Claire McCall

Blessings at Ravulapalem
Sister Anusha (a
bap�sed believer),
Sister Dhana Lakshmi
and brother Y. Moses
(bap�sed on 16 April)
were added on Easter
Day, 17 April.
Dr SJM Edward
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More Bap�sms in Goa
Following a recent addi�on of 8 to its number, 14 April was set aside for a
further bap�sm programme. Most are second genera�on family members.
What a day of rejoicing! They were added to the Church on 17 April.
Brother Bhushan; Brother Israel

WANTED
Bap�sms; Conference Reports; Births; Marriages; Obituaries; Camps; Adult Outreach; Youth Work
Intelligence is nothing without you. It can only exist if you use it to
share news across the Fellowship. You may think that what you do in
your Assembly is nothing out of the ordinary, but it could be a real
inspira�on to someone else. Or perhaps you’re an Assembly that just
struggles along and you think your story is unimportant, but a report of
your faithfulness could be a great help to others in similar
circumstances. A�er all, the Lord Himself shared with us the story of
Philadelphia, a Church that none of us would consider to be thriving. “I
know that you have li�le strength, yet you have kept my word and have
not denied my name” (Rev 2:8).
We all love to hear of the blessings of God, however big, however
small. So please, look at your Assembly, or District, and let us know
what’s happening. Don’t let anything go unreported. If you haven’t yet
done it, why not ask someone to be your Intelligence Correspondent?
If you’re a social media user who posts news to Facebook, don’t forget
to send it to Intelligence too so that we can all read it.
Guy and Steve
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The Church of God in Ramavaram
Brother Vijay Babu (elder at Choppella) joined brother David Raju for interviews and bap�sm of the following:
Brother P. Annavaram (Abraham), Hindu background; Sister P. Veeralakshmi (Shara), age 54; Brother P. Gopinadh (Gabriel), age 24; Sister K. Hema (Hephsiba), age 20; Sister P. Ashritha (Byula), age 18.
Praise God for every work of the Gospel of His grace.
Brother U. David Raju; Brother K. Sudhir Kumar

Bap�sms
at Lolla
Two
believers
were
bap�sed on 21 April and
added to the Church of God
in Lolla. They are V. Lokesh,
aged 26, and Y. Keerthana,
aged 19.
Ch. Sudhaka; Vijay Babu

At home with the Lord – Mary Kathleen Barre�,
Crowborough, England
On 10 April our dear sister Kathleen Barre� was called home at the
age of 94 a�er some years of failing health, la�erly in a nursing home
where she was a daily witness for the Lord. She was born in South Wales
and was happily married to Cyril for many years, caring for him
devotedly a�er he developed demen�a un�l he passed away in
2015. They had two daughters, Pamela and Jennifer, and Kathleen was
both a grandmother and great-grandmother.
Kathleen was a remarkable pianist and taught many people as well as
her grandchildren. Her faith was very important to her throughout her
life, and when they moved to Sussex in the 1960s their home was used
for regular Bible talks and discussions with Pamela and Jennifer's
friends. Kathleen also wrote lovely poetry based on Scripture, which she
passed on to many people. Two of her poems were read by Andrew
Merchant who took her funeral in Mid Wales on 26 April, and she had
also chosen the two hymns 'When peace like a river' and 'What a friend
we have in Jesus'. Andrew’s funeral address focused on her faith in the
Lord Jesus and on our sure hope of resurrec�on. At the graveside Ps. 23
was read along with I Thes. 4: 15-18 and Jn. 11: 25-26, ‘My peace I leave
with you’.
Please remember in prayer Kathleen's family, her daughter Pamela
and family, and her daughter Jennifer and family.
G Smith; D Parker
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At home with the Lord – David John Kerr, Ayr, Scotland

Affec�onally known as John, he was born in Edinburgh on 22 January
1933. Growing up in Coatbridge, he was saved and bap�sed as a disciple
of the Lord Jesus at an early age and added to the Church of God there,
soon grasping essen�al Bible truths. With his new wife Mary Hume of the
Par�ck Company Glasgow, they set up their first home near the Cathcart
Road Company. Later, they moved home to Barrhead and were
transferred to the Church of God there, where John was appointed to
oversight. Later s�ll, his employment required that they be transferred to
Denmark Hill, London, before returning to Barrhead. On re�rement, they
moved to live in Ayrshire and were transferred to the Church in Ayr. Not
long a�erwards, a car mounted the pavement and injured them both,
Mary severely. John con�nued to care lovingly for Mary for many years
un�l his death on 30 January at 89 years of age. On the week before he
went home to be with his Lord, he s�ll brought Mary to the Remembrance
in her wheelchair; such was the mark of the man, not giving up easily. We
must not forget the loving care the family con�nue to give willingly to
Mary, now 91.

John was remarkable in many ways, o�en wri�ng to strangers, some of
high standing in government and other professions, providing them with
a fuller understanding of the Bible when that was needed. When he was
told in hospital that he probably would not last the night he phoned his
family to say his last earthly goodbyes and encouraged them to con�nue following the Lord Jesus who saved them,
knowing that this par�ng was not forever. Even to the last, his thoughts were for others. At the hospital, he was further
comforted by an Ayr brother from Ps. 23, and at that midnight hour was reminded “God’s �ming is perfect, and for him to
con�nue to rest on that un�l his departure” which he fully understood and did. He then passed loving thanks to the saints
in Ayr for the help and happiness they had brought to Mary and himself, and to the District overseers his gra�tude for the
support received from them. Before the Remembrance on the following day, an Ayr brother said of John “He was a father
to us all,” and he was. We, with the family and others, miss him terribly.
John was buried at Monkton New Cemetery near Prestwick, Ayrshire on Friday 18 February. Karl Smith took the short
commi�al service there, and at the memorial service on the 19th brother Bob Hawthorne, recently bereaved himself, said
John was a devoted husband, father, grandfather, and great grandfather and then encouraged all from Ps. 17:15,
men�oning the telling words recently quoted by John, “The content of one’s life is important, not the length of it.” Howell
Jones, a dear friend of John for about 20 years, said of John, “Iron sharpeneth iron, for John was an able natural leader versa�le, humble, no airs or graces, and others always spoke of them as John and Mary; and how John o�en spoke of their
family, and in prayer that their grandchildren and great-grandchildren would make their way to the Lord. His antenna was
out for the needs of others, and he helped many.” Brian Fullarton followed, giving comfort from Acts 10:38; 2 Cor. 10:1;
Isa. 50:4; Ps. 68:5 and Ps. 27: 4. Brother Alex Hope, a close rela�ve, men�oned a few incidents in John’s early life and Simon
Davison, one of John’s three sons-in-law, closed with a rousing call for all to serve the Lord, saying that John hung his whole
life on Jesus and His love, and wanted all to know the love of Christ. The service included two hymns, the first “Be s�ll my
soul” (PHSS 187) and in closing “Lord Jesus, I love Thee (PHSS 256).
Prayer is requested for beloved Mary, their three daughters - Vivien, Jocelyn and Lorna and their respec�ve husbands
Simon, Alistair, Simon, and their families. For a �me, John held Fellowship- wide responsibili�es such as the editor of
Eagles Wings and in the Fellowship Literature Commi�ee.
Ken Robertson; Willie Stewart

West Scotland District’s Apprecia�on - David John Kerr

“Be shepherds of God’s flock that is under your care, watching over them – not because you must, but because you
are willing, as God wants you to be; not pursuing dishonest gain, but eager to serve” (1 Pet. 5:2).
John’s heart of ministry flowed from his pastoral care – he had a dis�nc�ve love and commitment to people, both young
and old. It is difficult to find one phrase that embraces John and his life – but we would say “dedicated to the Lord; his wife
and family; and the Lord’s people”.
Of Paul it was wri�en that he was “a servant of Jesus Christ and set apart for the gospel of God” and of David “The LORD
is with him”. Our very dear brother John’s faithful service and pastoral care -- along with his love for the Lord’s people,
wise counsel, encouragement, enthusiasm and ready smile - will be sorely missed at Assembly and District mee�ngs,
conferences and other events.
Over the years John embraced many roles within District oversight, from the chair to the secretary to the minute keeper.
In addi�on, he had oversight care for Barrhead, Ayr, Kilmarnock, and Port Glasgow.
As a District, we say with his home-call “A giant has fallen among us” and we feel the loss of a remarkable man of God,
but we know the words “Well done, good and faithful servant” have indeed become a reality for him.
Bob Hawthorne; Karl Smith
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At home with the Lord – Ruth Elizabeth Parker,
Stoke-on-Trent, England
At the �me of wri�ng this, we have suffered the unprecedented loss in Stoke of six saints
who have been called home since January this year. We rejoice for them and look to the
Lord to strengthen us to sustain the tes�mony that was so precious to them.
Our dear sister Ruth was called home on 2 March, aged 93. Her long life began as Ruth
Turner in a Fellowship family in Birkenhead on 6 October 1928. At the age of 8 she was
saved, and bap�sed at aged 9, then “con�nued steadfastly” throughout the rest of her life.
In 1951 she married Reg Parker of Stoke, a keen student of the word, and together they
rendered valuable service in the small Church at Cheadle, Staffordshire, un�l its closure in
1967 when they were transferred to Stoke. Over subsequent years the health of Reg, a
diligent overseer, deteriorated largely due to severe arthri�s Throughout it all they were
never known to complain, while Ruth, in caring for Reg, was fully suppor�ve in all his work
and service for the Lord un�l his home-call in 2000.
A par�cular aspect that developed in Ruth and Reg’s life was their fundraising for cancer
research. Ruth would persuade businesses to donate stock items which she would sell for
that cause. She carried on this work for a good many years a�er Reg died, and it is believed
that the total amount collected was in the region of £250,000. Ruth was also generous in
her support of the Lord’s work, par�cularly in both West Africa and Malawi.
At the funeral service, Phil Brennan kindly stood in at short no�ce for Ruth’s choice, Karl Smith, who unfortunately had
to pull out due to family illness. Phil reflected on Ruth’s life and service as outlined above, and he went on to draw six
parallels with Ruth’s namesake in Scripture. Amongst them was her willingness to have her way ahead chosen for her by
another; likewise, with both the place of rest and the true worship of God in a life-long commitment that would see her
buried as one of His people. This was as far as Ruth could go, but God added a seventh. He provided a home and an eternal
inheritance. That is exactly what God has done for Ruth Parker. Phil then stressed the need for all to commit themselves
to God through faith in Christ as Ruth had done. The closing hymn, which she had chosen - “Just as I am”, - allowed such a
response.
Earlier, at the burial which preceded the above service, Phil referred to Ruth’s ac�ve and varied life, and that whilst laying
her body to rest, her soul, her essen�al being, had already gone to be at rest with her Saviour. Phil read Dan. 12: 13 and
1 Thes. 4: 13-18. The last recorded words spoken to Daniel indicated that death was not the end of his story, for he was
told “You will arise to your inheritance at the end of the days”, and Paul’s triumphant words to the Thessalonians confirm
the assured future for all believers who have died to one day be reunited with their bodies raised from the dust and
gloriously transformed to perfect immortality. Ruth had le� instruc�ons for the poem “Home at Last” by Dr Leslie
Greening to be read at the graveside. The last two verses are as follows:
Rejoice with me and be not sad
That I have le� the vale of tears.
I’ve found the haven that I sought
And o�en prayed for through the years.

Rejoice with me and be not sad
That for a while we had to part.
I am forever with the Lord
Whose love so early won my heart.
Malcolm Bootherstone; Alan Sands

At home with the Lord – Ian Meek, Kilmarnock, Scotland
Our dear brother Ian Meek was called home on 14 February, just two months before his
80th birthday. In retrospect, it is remarkable how it was that Ian survived so long. Aged 28
and only three years married, he suffered a brain aneurism which le� him partly
paralysed down one side. For some years before, he had been prone to suffering
seizures which were assumed to have been epilep�c at the �me. So, from being a
very fit young man he had to face a life�me of disability, his promising career as a
skilled and qualified toolmaker coming to an abrupt end. It was le� to his young
wife, Elsie, to pick up the pieces and begin a life of caring for Ian which she did for
41 years before, reluctantly, he had to be put into full-�me care for the remaining
10 years of his life.
Ian had a bright and posi�ve outlook on life. He had commi�ed himself to the
Lord’s things and was showing a growing interest in his involvement with the
Assembly in Kilmarnock in which he had been iden�fied since his marriage. Over
the years his physical and mental capabili�es declined, and in later years it was
almost impossible to conduct a conversa�on with him. However, his faith was
undimmed and he knew the peace of God within his heart. He had a marker in his
Bible at Phil 4: 11 “...for I have learned in whatever state I am, to be content.” That
was his tes�mony, and who can doubt its power?
Ian was buried on 4 March, at which his cousin Len Burgoyne addressed a small
company of rela�ves and close friends. Later, in the Assembly hall, a larger gathering
heard John Black (evangelist) give a fi�ng eulogy for Ian’s life and comfort to the
bereaved.
Please con�nue to remember Elsie and Gillian in prayer. They wish to convey their sincere
thanks for all the messages of support they have received which they have much appreciated.
Len Burgoyne; Andy McIlree
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At home with the Lord – Jean Su�on,
Stoke-on-Trent, England
On 9 March we were privileged to celebrate the life of a stalwart of Stoke, our dear
sister Jean Su�on, in a funeral service led by her nephew Chris Su�on, with further
reflec�ons provided by nephew Greg Smith - Jean cherished her �tle of Aunty. Chris
recalled Jean’s life within the context of five words: determina�on, faith, fellowship,
family and friendship - a�ributes that all who knew Jean would easily recognise.
Determina�on was evident in Jean’s life, with her resolve tested by undergoing
medical interven�on in her early years to avoid being confined to a wheelchair and
allowing a�endance at mainstream school, as was her desire. Although challenges
existed, she was someone who enjoyed having fun, o�en feigning a stern look which
could unnerve the strongest of characters when aimed in your direc�on, only for it to
be followed up with a hearty laugh, a glint in her eye and a large smile. For those who
11 April 1931 - 15 February
dared to brave the challenge, Jean would enjoy it all the more!
Fellowship, family and friendship surrounded Jean throughout her life. A keen
2022
supporter of the Midlands camps, her a�endance spanning 41 years led to many
conversa�ons about her Lord and Saviour and the making of many life-long friends. One
par�cular friend was not made at camp though, but instead through their respec�ve work at a local school. Sheila Haynes
joined the teaching staff at the same school where Jean worked, and soon a friendship started that would last for the next
50 years. Jean and Sheila decided to live together in 1974, and the arrangement endured for the rest of Jean’s life.
Jean’s faith has always been important and she had specifically asked for Psalm 16 to be read at her funeral. Chris
recalled how the Psalm reflected the words that Jean claimed for herself:
“You are my Lord; apart from you I have no good thing” (v2), “surely, I have a deligh�ul inheritance” (v6),
“You make known to me the path of life; you will fill me with joy in your presence,
with eternal pleasures at your right hand.” (v11).
At the graveside, Phil Brennan brought to those gathered the thoughts of the triumph and soul-s�rring victory of 1 Cor.
15: 50-55, leaving with us the precious medita�on of our dear sister being at rest in the presence of her Saviour, awai�ng
the resurrec�on that Scripture assures us is coming soon. Oh, the “deligh�ul inheritance”.
Please pray for Jean’s family and friends as they adjust to the loss of Jean’s presence in their lives.
Adrian Goodgrove; Malcolm Bootherstone

At home with the Lord – Sheila Haynes,
Stoke-on-Trent, England
Suddenly and unexpectedly, yet another faithful sister has been called into her Saviour’s
presence. At age 88, Sheila’s health deteriorated very rapidly a�er she managed to a�end her
first Remembrance for several months. Two days later on 5 April, the Lord called her home to
where her close companion Jean Su�on had already been called less than two months before
on 15 February. They had been inseparable for sixty years in their service in the Assembly,
especially in visi�ng housebound saints.
Sheila had gone to considerable lengths to organise her funeral, having instructed our brother
Derek Adams that she didn’t want it to be “formal and sad” but “light and funny”, though she
insisted on the reading of her tes�mony “My Story”. It opened with her “special verse” Isa. 55:
6, “Seek the Lord while He may be found, call upon Him while He is near”. She then wrote, “The
Lord has been very pa�ent with me while He guided me to the truth, and this is my story about
the way He led me.” Sheila related how she was born in Stoke to parents who were Church of
England, Church Army Evangelists. She a�ended all CoE services and later, when at the CoE
teacher training college in Bristol, she a�ended church twice daily; but looking back, she felt
that despite her upbringing and all her church a�endances she had no recollec�on of ever

hearing the Gospel.
Her first teaching post was in No�ngham, and with her flatmate spent two years sampling every church they could find
but weren’t sa�sfied and just dri�ed. Meanwhile, Sheila’s family had moved back to Stoke, so she returned there to a local
teaching post, and in her own words, “By now, I had le� all forms of religion, much to my parents’ disappointment.” She
became acquainted with a staff member, Jean Su�on, and a�er a while, (again in her own words), “I could see she had a
way of living that was different to mine, and she had something in her life that I did not have.” Having established that Jean
went to church she said to her, “I’m coming with you next Sunday”, so she came and was touched by the sincerity and
warmth of a welcome that she’d never experienced before. This resulted in many discussions with Jean, but as she said, “I
couldn’t get it into my head or heart what it meant to be saved. I always thought the way to heaven was to be good.” Then
as she recalled, “One evening, the speaker, Reg Capewell, gave the illustra�on of being the accused in a court of law and
the judge pronouncing that I should pay a large fine. But I had no money and could never pay. Someone stood up and said,
‘I’ll pay the debt’ – That is what Jesus did for me. He paid all the debt of my sin. At last, I understood and in my heart said,
‘Thank you, Jesus’. Now I knew I was saved”. Then, aged 26, Sheila was bap�sed on 22 June 1961 and added to the
Assembly in Stoke where she con�nued steadfastly for the rest of her days.
Before reading her final words, Derek stressed that his faith was in the same person as Sheila’s, and he challenged all to
be like-minded. She concluded her story with: “There has been immense joy in my life since I accepted Christ as my Saviour.
He has been by me through trials and tribula�ons, and the inner peace in knowing the love of Christ is wonderful. So, I
hope that anyone reading (or hearing) this will come to know Christ as their personal Saviour and enjoy this peace too.”
Later at the graveside, Phil Brennan read Jn. 6: 10; 2 Thes. 2: 1 and 1 Cor. 15: 52-57, stressing resurrec�on affec�ng two
women of Scripture - the Shunamite and the widow of Nain. Likewise, Jean and Sheila tes�fied to the glorious future
resurrec�on of all believers.
Malcolm Bootherstone; Alan Sands
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It was with rejoicing that we were able to gather for the Midlands Sisters’
Weekend a�er a two-year break. We were at a new venue this year, which was
nervously an�cipated a�er so many years at Hothorpe Hall in Leicestershire.
However, Shallowford House, Staffordshire, was cosy and homely and we se�led
in very quickly.
Our study was the book of James and was very ably led by James Needham. He
began the weekend by looking into the background of James, the brother of the
Lord Jesus, and emphasised the grace Christ showed in revealing Himself to
James following His resurrec�on.
During the Saturday morning discussion, the sisters considered some
challenging thoughts regarding living as a disciple. We encouraged each other on
how to prac�cally live out the challenges described in the book of James,
including taming the tongue and how our faith can be demonstrated through
deeds.
In the a�ernoon, many explored the local area along with the grounds of
Shallowford House, checking out the animals including the lively goats, and the
young people had the opportunity to walk the alpacas!
Faith was the theme for Saturday evening’s talk, with a focus on the vital role
of prayer. James reminded us that through prayer we come to an understanding
of God’s will, and how prayer transforms us.
On Sunday morning, we joined Stoke Assembly for the Remembrance. It was a
real joy to share in the breaking of the bread with saints there and spend �me
catching up with them a�erwards. A�er a lovely lunch, our final talk on Sunday
a�ernoon was on James 4 v 4-10, looking at how we ought to submit ourselves
to God, resist the devil and draw near to God.
It was a great weekend, and we thank God for the opportunity to have
fellowship in person once again. We look forward to next year, God willing.
MSW Commi�ee
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Text for the Month
He cuts off every branch in me that
bears no fruit, while every branch
that does bear fruit he prunes so
that it will be even more frui�ul.
John 15:2
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