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“Have Faith In
God” (Mark 11:22)
Faith in God is the key to happy Chris�an living. It is simply trus�ng God. It is
a ma�er of choice. Do you, or do you
not, trust God? "Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the proving of
things not seen" (Heb. 11:1). What do
you see with your eyes? These things
are temporal. Some people say"seeing
is believing". God’s word says "the
things which are not seen are eternal"
(2 Cor. 4:18); that requires faith!
We Chris�ans are strange beings; on
the ma�er of salva�on, we believe we
are given the gi� of eternal life, yet on
the day-to-day running of our lives we
fret and worry and are so unnecessarily insecure. So Jesus said to have faith
in God. God loves you, and when you
completely trust God that is a very
happy rela�onship.
By way of illustra�on - A daddy goes
for a walk with his young daughter, she
feels for his hand, and now she feels
safe as they walk together. She might
even squeeze his hand to be sure. Now
she skips and runs ahead and quickly returns and immediately feels for his
hand. She is safe, secure and happy. He
loves his daughter, his child, and also
loves her to depend on him. There is a
close bond between them. He to her is
big daddy. Both are happy. May I ask
‘how big and great is God to you? ‘ He is
our heavenly Father.
Three young Jewish cap�ves in
Babylon were asked, ‘is your God able
to deliver you from the fiery furnace?’
They said, Yes. God did indeed save
them! Daniel, a cap�ve, also experienced being cast into the den of lions.
God sent His angel and shut the lions’
mouths! God can do anything but fail.
Do we realise this? You see, it is not so
much your degree of faith, but who you
put faith in. How invincible is God to
you? The hymn says, ‘trust not in man,
the arm of flesh will fail’, - trust in God.
Jesus Christ said "Faith can move
mountains” (Ma�. 17:20). It is recorded
elsewhere that Jesus did not do many
mighty works at a certain place, Why?
Because of their unbelief (Ma�.
13:58). God wants us to truly trust in
Him. In Heb. 11 we have a wonderful list
of men and women who did many and
varied marvellous exploits. It was all
down to their faith in Almighty God.
We need to acquire the habit of truly
trus�ng God. The Apostle Paul wrote
"My God shall supply every need of
yours" (Phil. 4:19).
Neville Coomer
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Holiday Club At Liverpool
Holiday Club in Liverpool ran from
25-29 July and we had about 27
children with us most of the week. We
had a good team of adult helpers too.
Our theme was Stories Jesus Told.

for emergencies! From the story of the
Good Samaritan who came to where
the man in need was – just like the Lord
Jesus.
The story on Friday was praying, from

the story of the two men who went to
pray at the Temple. The children talked
and listened using cups and taut string!
Later we made kites to show that when
we pray our words reach up very high!
Each day we played games, watched a
video, spent �me in groups, enjoyed a
mid-morning snack and made a cra�.
Brian Tugwell explained the story and
David Woods gave a concluding talk
bringing everything together.
The
children really enjoyed the singing
sessions and sang enthusias�cally!
Hayley and Helen taught the children
the Lord’s Prayer in English and in Sign
from Ma�hew 6, which they performed
when the parents and families came on
Friday.
At the final session, we gave each of
the children a plaque with a Bible verse
on it (thanks Genevieve) and a
cer�ficate. David Woods gave a Gospel
talk to the 15 to 20 adults who came
along. Thanks, Elsie Sands, for the giant
pictures of the stories and to everyone
They learned about forgiveness on who gave their week to this. And thanks
Wednesday from the unforgiving to our great God that it went so well.
servant story and made wipeable
David Webster
whiteboards. They discovered that the
bad things we do can be wiped clean
when we trust in the Lord Jesus.
Thursday was First Aid day and Sue
Turner came to talk about our bones
and how to make bandages. Each child
was bandaged or given a sling! They
enjoyed wrapping bandages around
each other! Later we made first aid
boxes and filled them with useful things
On Monday the story was about the
two builders, and the children built a
tower and decorated li�le moneybox
houses that Elsie Tugwell had made for
them.
On Tuesday the children made party
food: a pizza, a fruit kebab, a chocolate
marshmallow biscuit, and they
decorated some li�le cakes Ruthie had
made. They learned to be kind and that
God is kind to them from the story of
the prodigal son.
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Vaca�on Bible Course
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Outreach in
Aberdeen & North
East Scotland
I'm s�ll here and my work in the
Gospel locally con�nues. The Queen’s
Pla�num Jubilee was a fine excuse to
revisit and carry the Gospel to each
home in Whitehills and some in nearby
Banff. Two called out as I le� their
gardens, “Thank you!“ Stanley stood at
his door with his wife. He was in the
Assembly in Macduff some 50 years
ago but sadly, he has backslidden.
Janet po�ered in her garden and was
happy to chat. She is saddened at the
decline in services at her local Church
of Scotland.
John as he pruned his garden bushes
said, “I very nearly met him (Jesus) 12
months ago.” He had had an accident
at work and fell several metres into
liquid cement. He saw a bright light
come toward him, he thought the end
had come before his colleagues pulled
him out and cleared his airways. "It has
made me think." I le� him with the
tract ‘Peace with God’. Steve Hay, a
Gospel Worker with Marnock Church
of Scotland encouraged me in the
work. A stern gent sat in his garden,
hos�le towards the monarchy as he
viewed the tract ‘Do They Know The
Cost Of A Piece Of Bread?' The door
opened in one garden, I looked up
expectantly only for the man to screw a
tract up and throw it disdainfully at my
feet.
“The Son of Man has come to seek
and to save that which was lost.” (Lk.
19:10)
Robert Wood

Victoria Fall Conference – 15 October, 2022
We’d like to welcome you to our Fall Conference, which is online this year. The theme is “Encouragement” and our
speakers are Gareth Andrews (Belfast), Trevor Shaw (Bran�ord) and Andrew Dorrico� (Hamilton). Timing is as
follows:
EVENT
Zoom opens
Program starts
Program ends
Break-out rooms

PST (B.C.)
10.45 a.m.
11.00 a.m.
1.00 p.m.
1-1.30 p.m.

The Zoom Mee�ng ID is: 817 8048 3291
The Zoom Passcode is:
935460

MST (COL.)
11.45 a.m.
12.00 p.m.
2.00 p.m.
2-2.30 p.m.

EST (ONT.)
1.45 p.m.
2.00 p.m.
4.00 p.m.
4-4.30 p.m.

BST (UK)
6.45 p.m.
7.00 p.m.
9.00 p.m.
9-9.30 p.m.

Jack Young; Ken Smith
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For Prayer
Ministering Brethren
(October and onwards)

Vaca�on Bible Course, Ajara
Vaca�on Bible Course was last
held at Ajara Assembly in 2017. To
the glory of God, VBC resumed at
the Church of God, Ajara hall this
year from 8-12 August with the
theme, "God's Call".
97
Children
from
Ajara
communi�es, divided into two
groups (ages 3-8 and 9-22),
a�ended the five days event where
they learned about God's call to
Samuel (1 Sam. 3), David (1 Sam. 17:
43-54), Esther (Est. 4: 13-16), Saul
(Acts 9: 1-18) and you (Ma�. 11:
28). The programme allowed the par�cipants to know that every call has a
purpose, God's call to each of them has a purpose. God's call is to everyone
irrespec�ve of age, gender, status and academic level. We appreciate the
Assembly’s Outreach Commi�ee, brethren and facilitators for facilita�ng all
arrangements, support and contribu�ons towards the success of the event.
We also pray for God's blessing on the effort as we look forward to the next
event.
Gbenga Fagbenle

Gbenga Fagbenle
I plan to visit Monrovia, Liberia from 8
October to 8 December, DV. I will greatly
value the prayers of God's people for this
period.
Mark Imoukhuede
I plan to con�nue in the Western District with
visits to some Assemblies in the Lagos area.
Many thanks for the prayers of the saints.
Work con�nues in Abuja.
Brian Johnston
I hope to be spending �me visi�ng the
Church of God in Antwerp.
Geralde Magasura
I con�nue to work at our new outreach
opportunity in San Jose to support the
Church in Lingig. I also con�nue to supervise
Malabog, Alon, and Nabunturan. I am
speaking at a conference in Tagum
(Malinawon company). Thanks for your
prayers.
Tony Nemi, Laurence Ohonsi
From 13 September, Brother Laurence
Ohonsi and I are taking a trip to Kenya to
spend about three months with the two
Churches. We shall engage ourselves in
teaching and encouraging the saints in the
Lord. We call for prayers for frui�ul and
profitable seasons with the Churches.
Lawrence Onyokoko
Gbenga and I plan to be with the Assembly in
Barnersville, Monrovia, from 8 October to 8
December (DV). We will appreciate your
prayers.

Karl Smith
October begins with the boys and teen camp
weekends at Auchenfoyle and ends with
Barrhead's family service. In between, we
aim to re-establish local work including a
resump�on of Gospel tea mee�ngs and
Blessed be the name of the Lord who hath made us to be co-workers with youth club.
Him. To the glory of God and by His divine help, we’re announcing the
success of VBC 2022 held at Igbe� Assembly from 8-12 August, themed Brian Tugwell
‘God’s Call.’ This year’s VBC was the second of its kind and we are thankful to Elsie and I travel to India for a few
the Lord. Before the event, we created awareness by distribu�ng leaflets as months from 11 October.
well as talking to the students in the community by visi�ng their schools.
There were about 100-120 children each day. Brother Gbenga Fagbenle and Robert Wood
brother Emeka Nnaji came to support the work. We are trus�ng God that the Armagh outreach is planned for the Autumn.
effort will be a frui�ul However, pressures locally in the Assembly
one as some of the and at home due to ill-health make leaving
children have come to home difficult. May the Lord direct my paths.
the knowledge of the
truth, having accepted David Woods
Christ as Saviour. Our My DVT troubles s�ll have some limi�ng
target now is to make use effects, so I’m unsure about long-haul travel
of this channel to connect for the remainder of 2022. There is always
to their parents and plenty to occupy locally in the North West
proper con�nuity of the District and in UK regions beyond, so we
Eagle’s Wings Class.
thank the Lord for His help and ask for saints’
Idowu Adesina; Adebisi con�nued prayer support.
Adewale

Vaca�on Bible Course, Igbe�
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George Nelson (1887 - 1926)
It was early on the morning of Friday 10 September 1926 that a
telegram was received by brethren gathered at the Bri�sh Isles
Overseers’ Conference at the Viaduct Hotel in Carlisle. Some 43 brethren
had been assembled since Wednesday a�ernoon and unusually neither
Robert nor George Nelson was present. Arthur Turner of Derby had
opened the Conference on Wednesday a�ernoon with a hymn, then a
le�er was read from Robert Nelson concerning his son George which
explained their absence.
Two weeks before the conference opened on Wednesday 25 August,
George was making his way to the Bible Reading of the Church of God in
Sunderland. The mee�ng usually started at 7:30 pm at 26 Hedley Street
in the Millfield district of the city, less than a mile’s bicycle ride from
George’s home at Dunelm Cro�, Ranson Street. George never arrived at
the mee�ng, and at the close Robert went in search of his son, concerned
by his unaccountable absence. To his astonishment he found him lying unconscious at the nearby infirmary. Much prayer for
his recovery was made, but George never fully regained consciousness. The telegram received 16 days later simply read:
"George fell asleep 5:40 a.m."
The Conference remained bowed in solemn silence for
some �me, broken at length by the words "The Lord gave, and
the Lord hath taken away; blessed be the name of the Lord,"
u�ered by Mr N.D.W. Miller.
The inquest held the following day passed a verdict of
accidental death. Evidence showed that the front forks of his
bicycle had snapped in two, and he had been thrown to the
ground and fractured his skull. He was aged just 39.
George was born in Bingley in the summer of 1887, the only
child of Robert Nelson and Ada Harriet Hampshire, who had
been married the year before. Robert, originally from Hull,
was a bread
baker who then
became
a
draper. Ada was
from Gomersal
and before her marriage had been a sub-matron at the Leeds Guardian Asylum
- an “ins�tu�on for the preserva�on of public morals, by providing a temporary
asylum for such women, as having deviated from the paths of virtue”.
In 1891 the small family were living at 7 Mount Street, Keighley and Robert
and Ada were in the small
Assembly at Keighley which
was in existence from 1893
to 1910. However, by 1901
Robert was an overseer in
Bradford, with the family
living in the nearby village of
Clayton. In 1907 Robert
a�ended his first of nine
overseers’ conferences up to
1929.
George le� the family home to study in London and gained a B.Sc with
first-class honours, followed by two years of research at Imperial College,
London. At the age of 23, in 1910, he joined the staff at Sunderland’s
Technical College as a lecturer in physics. In 1911 he married Elizabeth
Moorwood of Halifax Assembly, formerly of Bradford Assembly, a
dressmaker at the Crossley and Porter Orphan Home and School in Halifax.
Elizabeth was only 5 when her mother Rose died aged 26 in 1885. Her
father Henry, at the age of 38, was an inmate at the Ecclesall Union
Workhouse for the poor near Sheffield. This is where he died later that
year, 1891, when Elizabeth was only 11.
A�er their marriage George and Elizabeth went to live near the Technical
College in Sunderland, and their two daughters Clarice and Dorothy were
born in 1913 and 1917 respec�vely. For a period during the First World War
they lived at Westoe, a district of South Shields. By 1920 George was
recognised in oversight and a�ended the first of 11 overseers’ conferences,
some years being held twice a year. George was also gi�ed musically and

con�nued on next page …
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George Nelson (1887 - 1926) con�nued…
has three contribu�ons in PHSS: the words and music of 421 (the tune called “Hampshire” a�er
his mother), and the music to 431 and 461, their tunes named significantly as “Moorwood” and
“Westoe” respec�vely.
George was also highly respected professionally and was the president of the Sunderland
Wireless and Scien�fic Associa�on. The college principal, staff and students contributed to the
250 people that a�ended the funeral on Monday 13 September at Bishopwearmouth Cemetery.
The following Assemblies were represented: Middlesbrough, Greenock, Ayr, Southport,
Bradford, Carlisle, Leeds, Birkenhead, South Shields, Willington Quay, West Hartlepool and
Lagos, Nigeria. Sydney James Hill of London remarked at the service concerning the verdict of
accidental death, that “whatever secondary cause there might be we must recognise that
ul�mately all things are in the hands of God and by His permission.”
George was just 39 when he was called home, leaving two young daughters aged 13 and 9. His
parents Robert and Ada had moved to Sunderland before 1925. Robert was called home on 8
March 1934. The elder of the daughters, Clarice, married Donald William Millar in 1940. Ada was
called home on 22 April 1943; then on 12 June 1943, Elizabeth was also called home, aged 63. In
1947 Dorothy married John Alexander Holmes Robertson.

Henry Elson

At the �me of George’s death, Henry Elson wrote “We have lost the precious ac�vi�es of one of the best, the most
promising, the most able among the li�le flock.”
Chris Su�on; Mar�n Jones

Following the pandemic’s preven�on of live, in-person conferences and events, we are delighted to invite you to the
Wembley Conference on 12 November. The selected venue is at the centre of gravity of the South-East District Churches and
is easy to reach by motorway. It has been used for events like the District Overseers’ mee�ng and is ideally suited to our
event.
The subjects: Faith, Hope, and Love, are founda�onal to our lives as disciples of Christ. These will be addressed by Tony
Jones, David Woods, and Phil Brennan who have expressed a passion for their chosen topic. A PHSS singing session will be
led by Graham Smith. During the pandemic, many have felt the longing for an opportunity to sing long-loved hymns as part
of a full gathering. The conference will be viewed as ‘in church’.
The hotel will be providing hot drinks at 10:30 and a buffet lunch. Also, hot drinks for the fellowship �me between 14:40
and 15:30 at the end of the Conference. We therefore need to provide accurate numbers of those a�ending by 12 October.
Please confirm the numbers with me via the links below.
A room is available for those with small children.
mike@churchofGodinWembley.org.uk or 07484 105846
Mike Oxley

6

Belgian Camp 2022
A�er being forced to miss 2 years of the Belgian camp owing to the coronavirus pandemic it was good to be able to
meet again this year, to hold the 23rd Belgian camp (25 years a�er the first). Nine of us were able to travel from the UK
to join together with our friends from the Church in Antwerp in very comfortable accommoda�on in a renovated farm
building.
The annual camp is a highlight of the year for our friends in Antwerp, and it was a great joy to experience their warm
and generous hospitality again and to enjoy sharing with them. Although not all in the Church were able to join the camp
full �me, most were able to visit along with other family members who are regular visitors to the camp.
Our theme for morning studies this year was Faith, Hope and Love, and we were led through our study with ques�ons
prepared by Brian Johnston.
Concerning Hebrews 11, we examined the present circumstances of Abraham and Moses, looking at what was visible to
them, but how they were able to see beyond those things and - in Abraham’s case - far away, to the city with founda�ons,
whose architect and builder is God (Heb. 11:10). We were challenged to consider how faith operates in our own lives.
We rejoiced as we considered the reasons for our hope from Romans 5, and the ul�mate hope that the Bible gives to
the Chris�an. We will see the face of our Lord Jesus ( Rev. 22:4).
Our session on Love took us through several aspects of the demonstra�on of love, both to God and to each other, as we
considered how we use words to express love, how the giving of �me is an expression of love, as are giving and receiving
gi�s, acts of service and physical touch. We explored how these can be applied to our love for God and love for each other.
A�ernoon ac�vi�es at camp included a trip on the Waterbus on the River Schelde to a recrea�on area where we could
enjoy drinking coffee in the sunshine - a favourite ac�vity in Antwerp, or a walk along the river to take in the city sights on
the opposite bank. One a�ernoon was spent on site with many enjoying an art class with Elsie Sands, while others
distributed tracts in the local area. On our final a�ernoon, we had the opportunity to visit another recrea�on area, this
�me in Holland, and to walk across the “Moses Bridge” - a very low walkway over the water, that gave us the semblance
of walking through water.
Our Belgian friends are great hosts, and we enjoyed wonderful provision - mini meatballs in their tasty soups, peaches
stuffed with tuna, meatballs served with cherries, and some of the best apple pies. The sun shone throughout the �me
of the camp, and evening meals were taken outside in the sunshine.
Our evening programme included a �me of accompanied hymn singing, alterna�ng verses in English and Flemish.
What a joy to sing together
‘Dank U, O mijn Vader, U gaf uw eigen Zoon’ (Thank You, O my Father, You gave Your own Son)
and of the ‘Kostbaar Lam van God’ (The precious Lamb of God)
We rounded off the formal part of the evening with four instalments of a film and then thoughts from Brian on four of
the ‘Surelys’ in the Bible. David was confident that “Surely goodness and love will follow me all the days of my life” and
the Lord Jesus is “Surely, coming soon”.
The Church of God in Antwerp is very small and quite isolated, and they have felt the addi�onal isola�on caused by the
pandemic as travel was severely restricted with visitors unable to visit them and them unable to visit the UK for fellowship.
They have various needs and various challenges, and prayer is requested for our brothers and sisters. But we thank them
again for their loving care for us all at Camp 2022.
Alison Oxley; Mike Oxley
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Vaca�on Bible Course - Udu
We had a wonderful �me at our VBC from 25-29 July. Our
theme for the week was, ‘Jesus Christ, our sure anchor'.
There were over 500 in a�endance with four sec�ons for
those in the kindergarten, primary, secondary and postsecondary schools. Apart from Gospel messages, we had
talks on personal hygiene, �me management, and reading
culture including exci�ng �mes for games and debates.
One of the conversion stories is from a post-secondary
school student, Faith.
“When I was in the junior class, I said the sinners’ prayer
but I was not sure if the prayer was answered. At the VBC, I
realised that every being on earth was born in sin (Ps. 51:5)
and that sinners have no en�tlement to heaven. I
understood that prayer for salva�on could be said anywhere,
provided it came from a sincere heart. When I returned
home on the third day (27th), I prayed to God for salva�on
and this �me, I felt peace and serenity from within. Since
that moment, I rest assured that I am finally on the way to
heaven”
It is evident to us that Faith has found the ‘anchor that
keeps the soul'. We will savour the memory of the VBC for a
long �me to come.
Shadrack Obarogbi

Vaca�on Bible Course - Okorikpehre

We had a three-day VBC from 8-10 August. Gospel
messages were taken from the theme, ‘Jesus Christ, our
sure anchor'. We are thankful to the Lord for the good
weather that was appropriate for both learning and
playing. Our communi�es are currently plagued with
cul�sm and other related vices. Our prayer for the
young folks is that they will understand and embrace
the Gospel while they have the opportunity.
Abraham Elijah; Pius Onyiocha
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SE District Elevate Camp
Phew! What a week - with temperatures reaching 370C, it was difficult to maintain the energy levels on the volleyball
court and in general! There were 47 campers and several day visitors to camp this year. We had a fluid programme of
ac�vi�es, and these changed as we sought respite from the heat.
All of us enjoyed bowling, swimming in the weir, Aquaventure – a water obstacle course - ice-ska�ng, a Mexican theme
night and the on-site slip and slide. Great fun was had by everyone. We ate all our meals outside and had a thoroughly
enjoyable �me together.
Our morning study subject was "Worship". We looked:
'Inwards', Ecc. 3: 11 - God has put eternity into man's heart. Ps. 45: 1 - Exploring our internal ins�nct for worship and the
inner condi�on of our heart out of which our worship flows.
‘Upwards' - exploring the focus of our worship, gazing in awe at the trinitarian God and the risk of redirec�ng our
worship towards lesser things (idols) (Rom. 11: 36, Acts 17: 16).
'Outwards' - exploring how our worship is expressed outwardly in every aspect of our every day lives. Worship is not just
on Sunday! It should be a way of life (Rom. 12: 1; Hab. 3: 17-18; Phil. 4: 4).
‘Together' - we discussed God's desire for a collec�ve people who worship together in unity and the individual
contribu�on that we can bring to that (John 4: 21-23; 1 Pet. 2: 9; Heb. 3: 3-4). Exploring similari�es and differences
between Old and New Testament worship, looking at spiritual sacrifices.
Finally, looking 'Ahead', exploring the future, when Christ returns and the imperfect gives way to the perfect! Our lives
of worship now are preparing us for an eternity of worship (2 Thes. 1: 10; 1 Cor. 15: 53; 1 Cor. 13: 12; Rev. 21: 1-3, 22).
The evening messages focused on some of the 'offices' of Christ, including Priest, Counsellor, Prophet, Alpha and Omega,
Shepherd and King. It was most encouraging to hear some of the campers speak on these subjects.
As an older camp of late teens and twen�es, from a broad spectrum of Chris�an denomina�onal backgrounds, there was
much discussion and fresh understanding and apprecia�on gained. Our daily praise sessions were amazing and we really
enjoyed these opportuni�es to praise our great God together. We know that some of our close neighbours thoroughly
enjoyed listening to these too in their gardens. We had a huge amount of gi�ed young adults at Elevate and we pray that
the Lord will keep them for His service and richly bless and direct their lives in discipleship.
Thank you for your prayer support
The Elevate Team
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Diamond Wedding
Celebra�on

Golden Wedding Anniversary

Ken and Hilda Gu�eridge (Liverpool)
celebrated their Diamond Wedding
On 4 June 2022, we had a double celebra�on - the Queen’s Jubilee and the
Anniversary on 7 July with a card from the Golden Wedding anniversary of our dear sister Avril Lynch and husband Greg.
Queen and visits from family and Church
A�er the Remembrance, family, friends and the Wigan saints met at a local
friends. We were glad to be able to join restaurant to celebrate Avril and Greg’s wonderful achievement.
them in marking this major milestone in
Congratula�ons to Avril and Greg, and may the Lord con�nue to bless the
their lives together.
years ahead.
Dave Webster
Chris N Su�on; GraemeJ Hunter

West Scotland
Autumn Conference
29 October 2022

Venue: Mosspark Baptist Church, Glasgow

2:30 pm for 3 pm start

Ministry from:
Graham Schleyer (Liverpool)
Michael Johnston (Kirkintilloch)
Ian Lithgow (Kilmarnock)
Refreshments provided at the interval and
a buffet meal at end of Conference
155 Corkerhill Road, Bellahouston, Glasgow G52 1PG
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At home with the Lord – Ted Burbridge, Bran�ord, Ontario
In the a�ernoon of Friday 10 June, as much of the world for a short �me
focused on the Pla�num Jubilee honouring Queen Elizabeth, Ted Burbridge
was summoned for eternity into the unsurpassable majesty and presence of
the King of Kings!
The last months of Ted’s �me here on Earth were marked by increasing daily
physical struggle from pulmonary fibrosis diagnosed last Fall, yet he was
comforted greatly throughout his trials by the words of Paul to Timothy “… but
the Lord stood by me and gave me strength” (2 Tim. 4:17).
Ted was born and bred in Bran�ord and will be greatly missed here by his
fellow saints and of course by his family. He had three main passions in his life.
Ted loved to be outdoors as o�en as he could be. From tending to his garden to
walking on the trails near his home or spending �me in a canoe on a lake while
on vaca�on, Ted was an ac�ve man found enjoying crea�on in the fresh air. He
was a devoted husband to Adrianne his wife of 43 years, and father to Kate and
Dan. He was also a proud Grandpa and number one supporter of his
grandchildren Mya, Max and Maddie.
Ted’s greatest passion however was devo�on to his Lord and service in the
things of God which he and Adrianne shared. He had no greater joy than to bring
his weekly offering into the Holy of Holies before his God. He walked humbly with
his God, going about his considerable service in a quiet yet effec�ve way.
Frequently over the past months, tasks have appeared that Ted saw in years past
and just got on with doing without fuss. Ted was a quiet encourager with a
listening ear and a caring shepherd’s heart. Many a person, young and old, has
been the beneficiary of his gentle spirit through the years which we miss among
us here in Bran�ord and which will be missed more so among his family – Adrianne, Dan and Kate; Barry, Mya, Max and
Maddie McGowan, and Ted’s brothers Rich and Dale.
Trevor Shaw; Kevin Beal

A Tribute from the North America District

On 10 June, following several months of poor health, our dear fellow overseer Ted Burbridge (Bran�ord, Ontario) was
called home - absent from the body, but at home with the Lord. Ted had a quiet nature; he had a genuine care and interest
for the saints and his fellow overseers. He faithfully a�ended our District mee�ngs, and his contribu�ons to discussions were
always carefully considered and sincere. Likewise, his prayers at our prayer �mes. His strengths were most evident in quiet
conversa�ons.
Ted joined Ontario District oversight in September 1987. He was only able to a�end the Conference of Overseers in the UK
once, in September 2013. Please join with us in prayer for Ted’s wife Adriane and the family in their loss, for God’s comfort,
strengthening and encouragement in the days ahead.
For North America District
G. M. Hydon; J. Anthony

WANTED
Bap�sms; Conference Reports; Births; Marriages; Obituaries; Camps; Adult Outreach; Youth Work
Intelligence is nothing without you. It can only exist if you use it to
share news across the Fellowship. You may think that what you do in
your Assembly is nothing out of the ordinary, but it could be a real
inspira�on to someone else. Or perhaps you’re an Assembly that just
struggles along and you think your story is unimportant, but a report of
your faithfulness could be a great help to others in similar
circumstances. A�er all, the Lord Himself shared with us the story of
Philadelphia, a Church that none of us would consider to be thriving. “I
know that you have li�le strength, yet you have kept my word and have
not denied my name” (Rev 2:8).
We all love to hear of the blessings of God, however big, however
small. So please, look at your Assembly, or District, and let us know
what’s happening. Don’t let anything go unreported. If you haven’t yet
done it, why not ask someone to be your Intelligence Correspondent?
If you’re a social media user who posts news to Facebook, don’t forget
to send it to Intelligence too so that we can all read it.
Guy and Steve
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At home with the Lord – Joan P. Brown, Wishaw, Scotland
It is with much sadness we have to record the sudden and unexpected passing
of our dear sister, Mrs Joan Brown (née Ligh�oot),on Friday 24 June. Joan had
a�ended the Remembrance on Lord’s Day the previous week as was her normal
prac�ce, and had an arrangement to a�end the local hospital on the Tuesday for
what might have been considered a ’normal’ surgical procedure. Sadly,
unforeseen complica�ons arose and dear Joan never regained consciousness,
passing away on the Friday evening. Her dear husband Alex and the family were
by her bedside.
Joan was born in September 1940 in St Helens, Lancashire, just as World War 2
brought bombs and devasta�on to the industrial centres around, and (especially
for Joan’s family) to nearby Liverpool. Joan was the youngest in the family, with
two brothers - John and Gordon. John, however, predeceased her last year. Joan
trained as a shorthand typist and became the secretary to a manager in the
Pilkington group of companies, which of course is one of the largest glass
producers in England.
She was brought to faith in the Lord Jesus as a young girl, and was bap�sed, and
added to the Church in St. Helens. She, with her brothers, were greatly blessed
by having godly parents who by precept and prac�ce gave their family an
exemplary Chris�an upbringing.
Joan with other Chris�an friends a�ended the conferences held annually in Carlisle when folks from both north and
south of the border would meet. She met a young man, Alex Brown, and although they were separated by many miles love
found a way, and in February 1966 they married in St Helens! They se�led in Alex’s hometown of Wishaw and became an
integral part of the Church there. Indeed, they have resided in the same home and belonged to the same Assembly in
Wishaw for all of their married life.
Joan was very much a ‘hands on’ person and played an invaluable part in the Assembly life. Their home was an ‘open
door’ to many, and they showed generous hospitality and kindness to family, friends, and neighbours alike. Our sister will
be truly missed, not least of course by her husband and immediate family.
The burial service was held in the cemetery, which is only a short walk from both their home and the Assembly hall,
where our brother Len Burgoyne (Kilmarnock) gave a message of comfort and hope, the theme of which was what the
Scriptures say in 1 Cor. 15:26 to every believer in the Lord Jesus, “The last enemy that shall be destroyed is death”. This will
truly be the ‘Triumph of the Crucified’ when the Lord returns for His own.
In the funeral parlour, addressing a large company some of whom had come a great distance to be present, our brother
David Woods gave a warm address from the incidents recorded in John’s Gospel when the Lord raised Lazarus of Bethany
from the dead; and again, when on His last journey to Jerusalem, He was shown the love and devo�on of that family whom
He loved and who loved Him . What an oasis of Fellowship with Lazarus present, what Service with Martha’s willingness
and care for Him, and what Worship and Devo�on as Mary sat at His feet and anointed those same lovely feet with the
box of precious ointment!
A�er the service, all were invited to a nearby hotel for refreshments which were most welcome as it proved to be one
of the ho�est days we here in Scotland had experienced. We commend for prayer our brother Alex, his daughter Debbie
with her husband Norman, grandson Ma�hew and granddaughter Rebecca, son Philip with his daughter Olivia, dear
Gordon Ligh�oot (Joan’s surviving brother) with his wife Rhoda, and Pam, widow of Joan’s late brother John who made
the long journey to be present. Please also remember the Assembly here in Wishaw where we have suffered the loss of
many dear saints in recent days and those fellow saints who have enjoyed a long and frui�ul friendship with Alex and Joan
over the years.
Colin H. Brooks; J. Brindle
Note from editors
We apologise for the late inclusion of this tribute. This should have been included
with the last edi�on's main obituary.

Frank Gu�eridge - A Tribute from the North West District
Overseers in North West England would like to add our apprecia�on of the work of Frank Gu�eridge, formerly of
Wigan and Towyn. Frank came into oversight in Wigan in 1982 and provided shepherd care for those in Wigan before
reloca�ng to Towyn, where he and Sylvia were a great asset to the Church there. When Frank and Sylvia moved to Leicester
in 2003 their gain was our loss. Frank was a great supporter of North West Camp, serving on the Camp Commi�ee for
many years and providing valuable spiritual and prac�cal service at the Boys Camp at Billington. News of Frank’s passing
brought back lovely memories of service with Frank in the work of the Lord.
David Webster; Steve Seddon

Notice Board
October
08

Calling all Bible
Students
Calling all Bible Students!
In the will of the Lord, we
look forward to the study of
the book of Levi�cus - one of
the few books not specifically
covered since the start of
“Young Men's Corner” in 1921,
which in 1933 changed its
name to the present �tle,
“Bible Studies”. Not that our
spiritual forefathers avoided
the study of Levi�cus - far
from it. In 1923, the syllabus
addressed "The history of
sacrifice and offering in the
Old Testament" and in 1933,
“The Fes�vals of Jehovah”. Contributors will no
doubt find nuggets of teaching in these earlier studies to illuminate their own
study and s�mulate fresh thoughts of their own.
We encourage all who are interested to submit a monthly paper and join us in
deepening our apprecia�on of the types and shadows of the sacrificial work of
the Lord Jesus contained in Levi�cus, as well as the broader principles rela�ng to
the past and present behaviour and governance of God’s people in their service
of God.

Northern Ireland Conference
(Armagh)
15
North America Fall
Conference
(Victoria)
15
South East Sisters study day
17
North America Heroes Day
Conference (Kingston,
Jamaica)
22
North America Conference
(Toronto)
23
Northern Ireland Fellowship
Day
28-29 North America Fall Men’
Weekend

Some themes to whet your appe�te:
• The significance of the Levi�cal offerings then and now
• The purifica�on, garments and work of the High Priest and his sons
• The “Set Feasts”/Fes�vals of Jehovah, including the annual Day of
Atonement
• Laws affec�ng food, family, health and hygiene
• The ritual cleansing of a person who was cured of a skin condi�on,
including leprosy
A copy of the 2023 syllabus in pdf format can be obtained by emailing Brian
Fullarton: rbfullarton@b�nternet.com
[N.B. papers for the January 2023 issue of Bible Studies should be submi�ed by
28 October.]

Editors:
Steve Peers & Guy Elliott
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editors.intelligence@gmail.com

Text for the Month
Finally, all of you, be like-minded, be
sympathe�c, love one another, be
compassionate and humble.
1 Peter 3:8
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