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SodomandGomorrah Plan�ng of the Church of God in
Polamaru, Andhra Pradesh, IndiaWe know what God thought concerning

Sodom and Gomorrah before He u�erly
destroyed those wicked and lawless people
and their ci�es (Gen.18:20).He told Abraham
what He was about to do. Abraham
remembered that his nephew Lot and his
family hadmoved to that area andwere now
living there. Lot is called righteous. Lot was
vexed over the prac�ces of those living there
(2 Pet. 2:7,8). Abraham said to God "that be
far from you to destroy some that are
righteous along with the wicked, shall not
the Judge of all the earth do right?” So, he
pleaded with God and God listened
to Abraham, His friend. Abraham said, “will
you not save the ci�es if there be found 50
righteous persons?” God heard, so Abraham
went on pleading - what about 45? - and
persisted un�l he got down to as low as
10. The truth is that there were not even
10. God was just in destroying these ci�es
that prac�sed things that were so abhorrent
to Him. So, with fire and brimstone, He
destroyed these two ci�es. However, God
saved Lot, his wife and 2 daughters; though
they were reluctant to go, they were rescued
but Lot’s wife looked back to where she had
come from when told specifically not to do
so, and for that was summarily destroyed.
Yes, there were not even 10 righteous

persons. The ci�es were defiled throughout
their popula�on. God rightly judged them.
‘’God made man in His image, male and
female made He them’’ (Gen. 1:27). Our
world is changing in its a�tude and
prac�ces, now country a�er country is going
contrary to the will of God. The Apostle Paul
wri�ng in Rom. 1:18 says "The wrath of God
is revealed from heaven against all
ungodliness" … "because that knowing God
they glorified Him not as God." (v 21) …
"Wherefore God gave them up in the lusts of
their hearts unto uncleanness, that their
bodies should be dishonoured among
themselves." (v24) … "And even as they
refused to have God in their knowledge God
gave them up to a reprobate mind to do
those things which are not fi�ng." (v28).
Read the whole chapter for it explains all of
it from the Divine perspec�ve.
Those who love our Lord Jesus will observe

what is wri�en in 2 Pet. 1:4, "Whereby He
hath granted unto us His precious and
exceeding great promises: that through
these yemay become partakers of the divine
nature, having escaped from the corrup�on
that is in the world by lust.”

Neville Coomer

Polamuru is a village of around 6000 residents in the East Godavari
District of Andhra Pradesh, about 3km from the Church of God in
Ramavaram. It was the local overseer in Ramavaram, David Raju, who is
now at home with the Lord, who first made contact with the group in
Polamuru just before the Covid pandemic struck. A�er Covid restric�ons
eased, brother Prasad Rao and ministering brother Kiran, of Podagatlapalli
Assembly, were able to resume visits to the group. The group have been
func�oning in their premises as an independent church for some 20 years,
but through the presenta�on of the teaching of the Lord regarding His
pa�ern for Churches of God linked in collec�ve service, they came to
appreciate the importance of the way of the Lord in this regard.
The recent visit of Craig and Carole Jones provided an opportunity to

spend a further four teaching sessions with the group, helping to
consolidate the founda�onal teaching so helpfully given already by
brothers David Raju, Prasad Rao and Kiran. It was a delight then to be
assured together by the Lord’s leading that the �me was right for an
Assembly to be planted based on encouraging, and in some cases very
moving, individual interviews with the brothers and sisters in Polamuru, all
of whom were already bap�sed. The Assembly was duly planted on Lord’s
Day 12 February, with 13 sisters and 7 brothers. Several more sisters and
brothers are part of the original group and it’s expected that further
interviews and addi�ons will take place over the coming weeks.
We’re thankful to the Lord for the con�nued development of the

tes�mony of the Churches of God in Andhra Pradesh and ask that you pray
for the saints in the new Assembly, for con�nued joy in the Lord and
establishment in His truth.

Craig Jones
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Recent Ac�vi�es in BelfastFor Prayer
Ministering
Brethren
(April and onwards)

Belfast Conference January 2023
Wewere blessed to gather in person

for the first �me since 2020 for our
Belfast Conference on 21 January. We
were joined by James Needham
(Birmingham), Andy McIlree
(Kilmarnock), and Phil and Celia
Brennan (Buxton).
James spoke to us about calling on

the Name of the LORD (YHWH),
bringing us from Genesis into Paul’s
epistles. The comparison between
Cain’s line (Gen. 4) and Seth’s line (Gen.
5) is marked, and is delineated by the
verse, “To Seth also a son was born…
Then people began to call upon the
name of the LORD” (Gen. 4:26) – and
so begins the record of God’s
appointment and of those who stand
dis�nct from the world. These people
s�ll exist today: “Everyone who calls on

the name of the LORD will be saved” (Rom. 10:13), and in community: “all who
in every place call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Cor 1:2). We are those
who call upon the name of the LORD habitually and stand dis�nc�ve from society
today.
Andy challenged us from Deut. 2: 3 – “You have circled this mountain long

enough. Now turn north…”. A�er so long in the wilderness, the people needed
to move forward to claim the full extent of their inheritance. With God, there is
always much more inheritance to claim, and we need to challenge ourselves in
turning towards it and moving forward. Andy took us around the altar (Ps. 26: 6)
– a place which we do not move on from, but which we need to discover more
of. Beginning with the North – the secret, hidden side, and the place where the
lamb was slaughtered (Lev. 1: 11); South – Ezek. 47 is the only place where the
south side of the altar is men�oned – from where the waters flow - waters
flowing to parched land, encouraging us to go deeper in our experience of
refreshment in our lives of service; East – the Hebrew word means eternal, and
at the base of the altar we see the ashes of the sacrifices. From eternity, God has
seen the finished work of Christ; West – the side that points to the Holy Place and
Most Holy Place, bringing us into deeper fellowship with God through Christ.
The conference was closed by Phil, who took us to 1 Sam. 23 – and the scene

of Jonathan coming to find David (whom Saul had struggled to find) that he
might “strengthen his hand in God”. This is how we can encourage one another
– providing an oasis for each other, and a place where we can strengthen one
another’s hand in God. Paul knew such experiences in the homes of people like
Priscilla and Aquila. The Lord Jesus had the same refuge in places like Bethany.
We should be like this for one another. Jonathan recognises David as the future
King, giving up his place as crown prince. Those who strengthen the hands of
others must be prepared to be the lesser. Hand strengtheners take the lesser part
– because it’s not about self-promo�on but about being there for one another.
Thank you, James, Andy, and Phil – the Lord provided for us by your hand.

Everyone can enjoy the full teaching here: h�ps://soundcloud.com/
theymaybeone/sets/church-of-god-northern-ireland-belfast-conference-2023
A�erwards we had �me for friendship and relaxing over food – we are thankful

to have enjoyed this �me and want to express gra�tude to those who provided
so fully for us all.

Other work in Belfast
On wider ac�vi�es in Belfast, in September 2022 we relaunched our Sunday

evening outreach with the Message. This takes place every Sunday evening
(apart from the 4th Sunday of each month, which is used for a District online
mee�ng) and provides a relaxed atmosphere in which saints and visitors can feel
welcome and at ease. We begin with a �me of friendship over tea/coffee and

Brian Johnston
I'm in the Philippines now. 8 professed to
receive the Gospel invita�on from Is. 55
last night. Praise God for the power of his
word when the Spirit is ac�ve. April
should see me working on Search for
Truth produc�on, visi�ng Antwerp and
heading to Malawi with Rosemary and
Anna, God willing.

Geralde Magasura
I will con�nue following-up with our cru-
sade contacts in Singapore, Malabog, and
Nabunturan. As usual, visi�ng Churches
and speaking at our Revival Fellowship in
Kaligutan.

Tony Nemi
In April, I hope to work with Agric As-
sembly that is planning an ongoing Gos-
pel effort. I hope to also visit a group of
contact friends made up of about five
families in Osobgo in Osun State, who are
showing a keen interest in the teachings
about the Churches of God.

We would love to hear from
you!

If your church or district have an
event happening why not send

something in?
It doesn’t need to be a long ar�cle,

just a few words and some
photographs

editors.intelligence@gmail.com

https://soundcloud.com/theymaybeone/sets/church-of-god-northern-ireland-belfast-conference-2023
https://soundcloud.com/theymaybeone/sets/church-of-god-northern-ireland-belfast-conference-2023
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Ukrainian Meal

 
 
 
 

WEEKEND 2023  
17th – 19th March 

MIDLANDS SISTERS’ 

Shallowford House, Staffordshire 

Guest Speaker: Stephen McCabe 

Forms and further information – celiabrennan@live.co.uk 

Other Ac�vi�es in Belfast cont…
treats, which
can include a
brief quiz �me.
Following this
we have a �me
of singing and
then the main
focus –
presen�ng the
Good News
from God’s
word. Please
do pray for
God to be
glorified as we
speak about
the Lord Jesus
Christ, and that
we will see an
increase in

visitors to the Message – that those we invite may feel moved to come, and that
we may have interested people seeking us out.
The Message is streamed live each week, and you can see this or catch up on

previous Messages here:
h�ps://instagram.com/church_of_god_in_belfast?igshid=YmMyMTA2M2Y=

or on the Instagram app @church_of_god_in_Belfast
Our work with children con�nues on Monday evenings in the Discovery Club.

Numbers fluctuate, but we have a good group of children who enjoy the �me we
have together each week. This includes lively singing, a video from the Jesus
Storybook Bible (and subsequent short talk), �me for cra�s and games, and
usually finishes with a snack during the quiz.
Please pray for frui�ul and faithful work in Belfast – “May the kindness of the

Lord our God be upon us; and confirm the work of our hands; Yes, confirm the
work of our hands.” (Psalm 90:17).

Stephen McCabe; Ian Lockhart

Pechenya, vareniki and usvar were on the menu at the Newcastle Assembly
Hall. Lena and Helen, who are visi�ng from Ukraine, prepared the meal and
friends and neighbours came to show support and care on the anniversary of the
invasion. We held the meal a�er our normal Friday a�ernoon Warm Hub drop-
in, andmoved themonthlyWarm Hub film night so it followed themeal. Several
stayed to watch the episode of The Chosen when the leper is healed, and the
man is let down through the roof.

Peter Stoner

https://instagram.com/church_of_god_in_belfast?igshid=YmMyMTA2M2Y=
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Bap�sm at the
Church of God in

Ajara

God’s Man in
Jerusalem

We are happy to report that two
believers were bap�sed on 4 March
and added to the Church of God in
Ajara on Lord's Day 5 March. They are
Brother Adagba Semomi and Sister Ajo
Pascaline.
Please con�nue to remember them

and the Assembly in your prayers as we
thank God for their addi�on.

Sapo Joseph; Philip Poji; Olufemi
Ayinde

The Story of A.F. Atkinson 1939-1947

Following the August 2021
Intelligence report, a new book is
available.
A.F. Atkinson's first and exploratory

visit to Pales�ne - as it was then - came
when he was in his early 40s and just a
few months before the Second World
War started. The ‘diary’ he kept from
that date - in the form of bi-monthly
le�ers back home to Churches of God
published faithfully in Intelligence -
form a remarkable historical record of
one man’s passion to spread the
Gospel in general, but in par�cular to
the Jewish people that he loved with
the love of Christ.
This book, which includes all the

le�ers as well as his tes�mony, has
been published to be much more than
just an interes�ng archival account, but
a help and an encouragement to all
who read it who feel a call from the
Lord to do His work in whatever field
that may be.
As it was for A.F. Atkinson, it may be

a lonely work, it may be a costly work,
it may be a challenging work which
seems to bear rela�vely li�le fruit this
side of heaven, but the call remains
loud and clear nevertheless: "Go,
labour on; spend, and be spent; Thy joy
to do the Father’s will; It is the way the
Master went; Should not the servant
tread it s�ll?" (Hora�o Bonar).
Obtain a copy in eBook and

paperback on Amazon via this link:
h�ps://books2read.com/u/4j5Ynj
Or a free PDF version via this link:
h�ps://sites.google.com/view/

churches-of-god-archives/history

Mar�n Jones; Chris Su�on

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fbooks2read.com%2Fu%2F4j5Ynj%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR0CB1ZN7mWkvExONoLnol7Qs3rKJyU53IGMzFseU0xw-mH5KiBsGS8Xt90&h=AT1f0_BJrtNgRE28nekwedmiIr5W3WSaayZUYsdNgyh6BMZhvkte82Q9ndLDJLRMh5pYBjW4gl8i7LYOyMPJ2JV7riLam-n-NbdPju_nKeIFMOVYyE3Ve0uc5Rdl4wOD0J6S6K8Xte2bJpQvOA&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT3ImYTw6T8DOFGUHSFbrQlpXykdBA2u1u_uIMXPj4cQUg5hBDydkmLNAHnn3POSKdBz8bJdonSH4rOz6TypFJ07ijgl78YB-Eh9c9MTSo0A5pqb7soTZOO0HNOItAr5sgtx_0_tcoSDx0W_554gVTXK0HB2u6mRzvCe8Ng
https://sites.google.com/view/churches-of-god-archives/history
https://sites.google.com/view/churches-of-god-archives/history
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News fromMyanmar

Blessings in Birmingham
We are pleased to report the bap�sm of four young disciples and their addi�on to the

Church in Birmingham. On Saturday 19 November Nathan Boyce, Ma�hew Wood and
Jasmine Wood were bap�sed and added the next day. The bap�sms were a joy to all those
who witnessed them, as well as being an occasion which glorified God. Andy Wood
explained God’s word regarding bap�sm by immersion, whilst Phil Brennan brought a
powerful message of the Gospel of Jesus Christ to a packed hall and those who were
watching via a live stream. Ashley Brennan and David Woods led the praise band and gave
all those in a�endance the chance to glorify and praise the Lord in song, which was
achieved - with vigour. On the following Saturday, Preeya Oakley was bap�sed in
Swindon so that around 30 extended family members, many of whom lived locally, could
witness the event. Preeya came to know the Lord Jesus at South East Camp during the
summer andwanted her friends and family towitness her commitment. Shewaswelcomed
into the Church in Birmingham on 27 November. We pray that the Lord will bless and keep
these young people as they seek to grow as disciples and in service to their Lord.

Phil Jefferson

Our God is so good that amid difficul�es He has blessed us
boun�fully. By His grace, we had the opportunity to have a camp in
Khumnuai from 2-5 March and also celebrate the gradua�on of Nursery
children in Khumnuai (16 children) on 5 March at noon a�er the
Remembrance.
By God's grace, we have the opportunity to share the good news

con�nually, that is every Monday, Tuesday and Friday evening. The
School in Munlai community Hall is running well too.
We thank God and are so grateful to each one of you for remembering

us in your prayers and suppor�ng us con�nually in our needs. May God
bless each one of us to His glory.

James; SB Khupboih
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At home with the Lord – Richard (Dick) Crighton, Bundaberg,
Queensland, Australia

At home with the Lord – Gordon Millar, Bran�ord, Ontario

Tribute From Australia District

We report with sadness the passing of our brother Richard (Dick) Crighton into the
presence of the Lord on 23 January 2023, a few days short of his 90th birthday.We
thank God for his life of service as unto the Lord. Richard immigrated to Australia with
his parents, brother, and sister and se�led for a while in Stanthorpe, rural
Queensland, before moving to Sydney, New South Wales. As a loving father and
mother Richard and Shirley deeply cared for their children, Robin, Jane, David (at
home with the Lord) and Amanda. Their home was open to all saints, family and
friends, young and old, with Chris�an fellowship, singing, Bible discussions and
refreshments.
Richard was employed in the prin�ng industry in Sydney (Kalamazoo Prin�ng) for

most of his working life and was known to be a gi�ed pianist. Numbered with the
Church of God in Sydney for many years un�l closure, Richard and Shirley were
transferred to the Assembly in Bundaberg, Queensland, on 7 March 2004, with their
support and a�endance, though residing in isola�on, much appreciated. Eventually,
age and infirmity required moving into a re�rement/nursing facility at Wahroonga, a
suburb of Sydney. Over the years, visi�ng Richard and Shirley was a blessing, an
example of steadfast faith in God’s calling. Please remember Shirley and her family in
prayer.
“And He saith unto him, follow Me, and he arose, and followed Him” (Ma�. 9: 9).

Colin Pukallus; Robert Case

The Church of God in Bran�ord has lost our hardworking, faithful brother Gordon
Miller. On 7 December 2022, Archibald GordonMiller (Gord) peacefully passed away
into the presence of his Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ at the age of 92. Gordon and
his wife Mary Patricia (Pat) moved from Toronto to Bran�ord in December 2013. They
quickly became a big part of the Assembly and were known for their faithfulness,
hospitality and kindness.
Gord’s hard work started as a young boy when he had a large paper route. He would

bring home his profits to help support his family. For over 40 years he worked at
Maclean Hunter Publishing Company as a printer. During these years he was especially
good at training younger employees and was well known for his dedica�on to the
Lord.
As a youngman, Gordon joined the Toronto Assembly where hewas very ac�ve with

the young people. His big heart for the youth work led him to plan socials, singing
�mes and Bible studies. The group would travel around on the Toronto street cars, and
o�en end up at his parent’s place for pancakes. This type of work con�nued
throughout his life because of his love for the Gospel. Sunday school, Cheery Hours
and camp were ways in which he fulfilled this service.
Our brother found much joy in family �me. He loved to plan adventurous holidays

with his family, packing up the trailer and heading off to the ocean, or canoe trips in
Algonquin Park. He was always a good neighbour, helping others out with home

repairs as he shared the Lord with them.
His favourite hobby was woodworking, and it was a skill that he was blessed with. His talent and tools were o�en put to use for

the Lord's work. Many children at camps across the Fellowship happily received a
car, truck or a boat at cra� �me that came from him. His hours of hard dedicated
work at Mount Forest Camp will never be forgo�en. Also, his cra�smanship both in
Bran�ord and Toronto halls never goes unno�ced.
He will always be remembered for going out into the world and making disciples.

McDonalds for a morning coffee was one way he enjoyed reaching out to lost souls.
He’s well known for his van’s back window which displayed his favourite verse, John
3:16. He would o�en hand out a beau�ful print of the verse that has been hung in
many people’s homes. They even made it as far as the Philippines.
Gord was predeceased by his loving wife in July 2019. Together they raised 8

children, they were grandparents to 21 grandchildren and 8 great grandchildren. He
will be greatly missed by family and all of us here in the Bran�ord Assembly.

Kevin Beal; Trevor Shaw

We pay tribute to our dear brother Richard, whom we always knew as Dick, for his faithfulness while in oversight in
the Sydney Assembly, now closed as of some years ago. Dick was a resolute defender of the "faith once for all delivered
unto the saints" (Jude 3) and an encourager of all who sought to know "the way of God more perfectly” (Acts 18:26).
Together with his wife, Shirley, he loved the house of God, giving heart and soul in tending the li�le flock that he and his
fellow overseer, George Kennedy, had under their care. We remember fondly Dick's helpful contribu�ons to our District
discussions, as well as his warmth of communica�on and gentle manner. Ul�mately, as the Church in Sydney declined in
numbers over the years and was no longer able to func�on as a Church of God, Dick withdrew from oversight on being
transferred to the Bundaberg Assembly, though s�ll residing in Sydney. We remember in prayer dear Shirley, now in poor
health herself, and the family for God's grace and peace.

Ron Busby; Roy Dickson
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At home with the Lord – Isabel Marks, Bran�ord, Ontario

Tribute From North America District

At homewith the Lord – Charles (Charlie) Meikle, Hamilton, Ontario
Just five months a�er the home call of his wife, Jean, our dear brother Charlie was

called into the presence of the Lord on 28 January.
Born and raised in Hamilton, his parents among those numbered with the Assembly

on its plan�ng in 1928, Charlie accepted the Lord Jesus as his personal Saviour as a
young boy, while kneeling in prayer by his bedside. It was an experience he related as
one of dis�nct change within him. He used to say he “felt” quite different from that
moment onward. Even into his nine�eth year, that memory was vivid to him and he
treasured it.
Charlie’s life was one of faithful service, usually behind the scenes, quietly taking care

of ma�ers both prac�cal and spiritual in the Hamilton Assembly where he was in over-
sight. He also had an evident desire to be a witness of the Gospel and further truths of
Scripture in personal tes�mony. His quiet and friendly demeanour was appreciated by
many. For several years he led a lunch�me Bible Study with his office colleagues, many
of whom were government scien�sts and engineers in the Atomic Energy field.
Together with Jean, they raised a family - Mary, Cameron, and Neil. Sadly, in 1983 they

sustained the crushing loss of Neil, 19 years of age, to cancer. Through the years the
family homewas known for its warm hospitality, whatever the day or the hour; likewise,
their campsite at Killbear Provincial Park Campground, where many from the Ontario
Assemblies spent summer vaca�ons. Charlie was a fixture in the memory of families,
paddling his canoe along the rugged coastline.
At the memorial service, family and friends recounted happy memories of Charlie’s

influence and care as father, grandfather, and great-grandfather. Bruce Archibald spoke of the final hours spent with Charlie, liken-
ing Charlie’s readiness to Simeon’s: “Now le�est thou thy servant depart, O Lord, according to thy word, in peace; For mine eyes
have seen thy salva�on …” (Lk. 2:29-30). Geoff Hydon spoke of Charlie’s dedica�on at Mount Forest Camp (MFC) over many years
in keeping machines running smoothly, and the greater challenge of gaining the public health authority’s approval of the water
quality. This meant weekly visits in the summer months to MFC and Toronto on long hot days. Tom Ramage, a cousin of Charlie’s,
and his o�-�mes co-worker on many technical challenges at MFC, shared some precious promises of Scripture, set out in poetry.
At the graveside Jonathan Thomas related his lifelong enjoyment of Charlie’s friendship, seeing in him his spiritual mentor and
strong example, as Paul was to Timothy (2 Tim. 4:7-8), filled with the hope given those whose trust is in the Saviour (Jn. 11:25–26).
Charlie’s race now finished - having fought the good fight of the faith - his reward is sure. His place on earth will remain in the

memory of many and dearly missed by his family, including his sister Eunice Higgins of the Assembly in Li�leton, Colorado, USA.
We ask that prayer for the Lord’s comfort be made for each of them.

Bruce Archibald; Jonathan Thomas

Charlie was one of the oldest and longest-serving overseers in our District, having been in oversight in the Ontario District
since the late 1970s before it was absorbed into the current North America District. All through those years our brother
par�cipated meekly and humbly, and we commend his service among us. He was never hurried in his speech, frequently pausing
to ensure his thoughts were carefully expressed, and he was worth listening to because he lived and breathed the Scriptures.
Unsurprisingly, he had been a frequent contributor to Bible Studies magazine in earlier years. He was not a man to put himself
forward, andmost of his work as a pastor and teacher was done in his own Assembly. He was a keen contributor to the Campwork
and was respected and loved by saints in Mount Forest where he was also numbered in oversight. He only once represented the
District at the Conference of Overseers (in April 1997) but was always content to serve largely out of the public's gaze. He had a
good reputa�on in his workplace and among the saints and will therefore be missed. We do well to imitate his faith (Heb. 13:7).

Geoff Hydon; John Anthony

Isabel Adelaide Marks was called home on Thursday 1 December 2022. She
was born and raised in the small fishing village of Port Mouton, Nova Sco�a,
on the east coast of Canada before moving to Halifax, Nova Sco�a to study
nursing at the Halifax Children's Hospital. A�er a �me in Halifax, she moved to
Toronto, Ontario, to work at Sick Kids Hospital. During her �me at Sick Kids
Hospital Isabel was introduced to the love of her life, a young Fred Marks on a
blind date, and in �me they were married a�er Fred’s roman�c Friday night
proposal at a set of traffic lights in downtown Toronto! They were role models
of a godly marriage and held hands for 65 years therea�er.
Isabel was a keen entertainer who enjoyed the company of others. Together

with her husband Fred (d. 2021), they were known for their open and
welcoming home enjoyed by many over the years.
Isabel’s paid nursing career may have come to an end, though her caring

nurse’s heart was never more evident than in the lifelong care of daughter
Leslie Ann (d. 2012) whose special needs required constant care and loving
a�en�on throughout her life.

Isabel loved the company of others and would o�en decide to visit others when out on weekly Thursday Date Nights with her
husband, Fred. Though in later years her health declined, and she was largely confined to the family home, the Lord showed His
graciousness towards her in providing wonderful caregivers who came to the home daily to help a�end to Isabel’s needs. During
these years, professional caregivers became valued family friends and witnessed the prac�cal faithfulness of Fred, Isabel and their
devoted daughter Karen.
As a mother, grandmother and great-grandmother, Isabel leaves behind daughter Karen numbered with us in Bran�ord, and

sons Rick and Dan together with their wives and families.
Trevor Shaw; Kevin Beal



April

07 North America Conference
(Bran�ord)

07 North America Conference
(Kingston)

11-14 North America VBS (Kingston)
22 North America Conference

(Vancouver)
23-29 Fellowship Week of Prayer
29 North America Conference

(Li�leton)
29 South Wales DySGu

KEY:
DySGu - District Study Group, S. Wales

Editors:
Steve Peers & Guy Elliott
40 The Spinney,
Brackla, Bridgend, CF31 2JE
Email:
editors.intelligence@gmail.com

Published by Hayes Press
The Barn
Flaxlands, Royal Wootton Bassett
Wiltshire SN4 8DY
Tel. 01793 850 598
www.hayespress.org

Notice Board

Text for theMonth

S.O.H. @ 30!
“A sweet friendship refreshes the soul”

(Proverbs 37: 9)

Know therefore that the Lord your
God is God; he is the faithful God,
keeping his covenant of love to a
thousand genera�ons of those who
love him and keep his
commandments.

Deuteronomy 7:9

In February a group of “lovely ladies” met in Leigh Assembly Hall to celebrate
30 years of a “caring sharing” friendship known as S.O.H. or Sisters’ Open
House. Ini�ally a vision of Joan Raspin and supported by close friends, the group
aimed to meet together to encourage older sisters who had perhaps lost touch
with others in the North West District of England or could not par�cipate in their
own Church ac�vi�es. It also drew in ladies from the nearby Midlands District,
who were happy to travel the extra mile.
S.O.H. met every 6 weeks or so and had summer ou�ngs. A typical mee�ng

included a Bible talk, focused prayer, a meal, quizzes, games, cra�s and ou�ngs
to local parks or garden centres. A lot of fun and laughter ensued, and friends felt
refreshed by spending �me together. Over the years, S.O.H. auc�ons and fetes
faithfully raised funds to support FaithWelfare Trust and other charitable causes.
However, in recent years with the onset of Covid and the need to isolate at

home, even away from family, some friends felt understandably lonely at �mes.
ButWhatsApp/Zoom technology proved a blessing as friends - even from the Isle
of Man, Northern Ireland and Wales -
could s�ll be in touch and “see” each
other every 2 weeks, even for a Christ-
mas party or Easter celebra�on; the
smiles and virtual hugs were joyfully
upli�ing and never taken for granted.
S.O.H. friends feel enriched and

greatly blessed in spending �me to-
gether over the years. But we know
“we love because He first loved us” (1
Jn. 4:19), so we foremost thank our
Saviour and praise our heavenly Father
for all we have in each other.
“A friend is one of the nicest things

you can have, and one of the nicest
things you can be.”
On behalf of the S.O.H. Commi�ee

Hilary Jones


