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Have you ever met people who think they are ‘number
one’; who always seem to get their own way; who are
always talking about themselves?

Do you know anyone who seems to think that their needs
are more important than the needs of others? It’s worth a
check in the mirror, because many people live only to
please themselves, or to make a good impression on
others – and Christians are not immune from this
characteristic of human nature.

That’s one reason why the apostle Paul wrote to the
Church in Philippi, encouraging them to work
together with an attitude of humility rather than selfish
ambition or vain conceit.1

Being humble is to do with how we think about ourselves
and others, which is why Paul said, in humility value
others above yourselves, not looking to your own interests
but each of you to the interests of the others.2 In other
words, it’s treating others with dignity and respect, giving
preference to their needs and wishes more than to our
own.

It’s not about putting yourself down and thinking that
everyone else is better than you. Paul made that clear in
Romans 12:3 when he effectively said, “Don’t think of
yourself more highly than you ought, but don’t ignore
what you are good at either.” He goes on to say that
we’ve all been given different skills and we should use
them to the best of our ability.

So what does humility look like in practice? Paul told the
Philippian Christians to imitate Christ Jesus because He is
the perfect role model. Jesus said He was gentle and
humble3 and that He had “not come to be served, but to
serve”.4 Throughout His life He always put the needs of
others first, even when He was suffering so much
Himself.

Although Jesus is in very nature God (and therefore has
the right to be served by everyone) He made Himself
nothing and took the nature of a servant, which eventually
led Him to the cross where He gave His life for our sins.5

On the cross we see the supreme example of humble
sacrifice, but another great example for us to imitate is
when Jesus washed His disciples’ feet.6 In fact, He told
them specifically that this was an example for them (and
us) to follow – if He, their Lord and Teacher
could wash their feet, they certainly should wash one
another’s feet!

It wasn’t just an act of extraordinary love and kindness –
doing something that no-one else was willing to do. He
knew how important it was that we learn humility so,
putting aside His own rights and position, He didn’t just

wash their feet as a token gesture, He washed and dried
their feet. He never did anything reluctantly or in half
measures and so, when we serve one another, we should
do likewise.

I said earlier that being humble isn’t thinking of other
people as more worthy than ourselves, but rather, it’s
recognising our self-worth and still being willing to serve
others. The disciples at the time had no idea of how
worthy Jesus was. They knew Him as their ‘Lord and
Teacher’, but didn’t really understand that He was also
the Lord of lords, the King of kings, creator of all things,
giver of life, the Almighty God.

Jesus was fully aware of who He was,7 but He was still
willing to get down and wash the disciples’ feet; and
because we know now what the disciples didn’t know
then, His example should have even more impact on us. If
the Son of God could wash the feet of His disciples, is
there anything, no matter how lowly, that we shouldn’t be
willing do for one another?

A favourite story of mine is the one about a group of
monks who asked a local hermit how they could save
their monastery which had gone into decline. The wise
hermit said he didn’t know how to save the monastery,
but he did know that one of them was chosen by God for
great things. They had no idea to whom he was referring
but, believing that one of them was a great man of God,
they each started to treat each other with more dignity and
respect. In time, this new attitude of humility towards
each other transformed the character of the monastery and
it began to flourish once more.

We have all been chosen by God for great things. May we
learn to follow the example of our Lord Jesus and serve
each other in humility.

References: (1) Phil. 2:2-3  (2) Phil. 2:3-4  (3) Mat. 11:29
(4) Mark 10:45  (5) Phil. 2:6-8  (6) John 13  (7) John
13:1,3

Bible quotations from NIV

Serving in humility
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Why should we pray together as well as praying as
individuals (aside from the fact we are commanded to)?
Why have church prayer meetings? This article, based on
the mention of the church prayers in Acts 2:41-42, is
about collective prayer in church. It attempts to look at
the advantage of communal prayer, fully accepting this
seventh listed item in these verses is a characteristic
function of a biblical church of God. We hope to establish
that there’s real power in praying together.

This becomes especially clear when we are brought
together in crisis. Prayer is powerful when the
congregation of God's people have a shared understanding
of their need. This was the case when they approached
Samuel at Mizpah in 1 Samuel 7. They were already
aware of their need of God as they called on Samuel to
lead them in intercessory prayer for God to deliver them
from their enemies.

That occasion for prayer related to dealing with sin
among God’s people. We might pause to observe that the
procedures God authorized for the forgiveness of sin
among His people1 showed a clear distinction between
errors of the whole congregation2 and those of
individuals.3 The high priest represented the entire people
in corporate approach to God.4 From such background
material, we would wish to emphasize that corporate or
church prayer is viewed differently by God from prayer
even by groups of individuals.

Turning now to the New Testament record, a look at a
few examples of actual church of God prayer meetings
serves to underscore the key point that they bring the

corporate activities of the local church (and of the
fellowship of the churches of God) to our attention.

In Acts 4:23-31 (ESV), we find the Church of God at
Jerusalem in prayer. Prior to this, the apostles, Peter and
John, had been arrested for performing a healing in the
name of Jesus. It would appear their church friends had
convened a church prayer gathering for ...

When they were released, they went to their friends
and reported what the chief priests and the elders
had said to them. And when they heard it, they lifted
their voices together to God and said, “Sovereign
Lord, who made the heaven and the earth and the
sea and everything in them, who through the mouth
of our father David, your servant, said by the Holy
Spirit, “‘Why did the Gentiles rage, and the peoples
plot in vain? The kings of the earth set themselves,
and the rulers were gathered together, against the
Lord and against his Anointed’- for truly in this city
there were gathered together against your holy
servant Jesus, whom you anointed, both Herod and
Pontius Pilate, along with the Gentiles and the
peoples of Israel, to do whatever your hand and your
plan had predestined to take place. And now, Lord,
look upon their threats and grant to your servants to
continue to speak your word with all boldness, while
you stretch out your hand to heal, and signs and
wonders are performed through the name of your
holy servant Jesus.” And when they had prayed, the
place in which they were gathered together was
shaken, and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit

At the core

Prayer that powers
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and continued to speak the word of God with
boldness.

Peter and John surely felt supported in prayer. The church
together brought its ongoing evangelical programme
before God. It was not all about Peter and John. Through
praying together about our shared activities we gain a
sense of shared involvement in the life of the local
church. This sense of mutual responsibility is largely
developed in the prayer meeting. For it’s there we face the
strain of care together and express our emotional response
to unfolding situations which affect us all as a believing
community in our locality. Has permission for a specific
witness occasion been denied by the authorities? What if
someone shares a strongly negative response they've
received. We respond corporately by uniting in prayer for
God's overruling. The challenges of recent missions to
Zimbabwe and Mozambique energized prayer effectively
across the international community that resulted in two
churches being established. This is meaningful fellowship
in the Gospel when in partnership together we engage in
the furtherance of the ‘Great Commission’.5

In no other gathering of the church can the truth be better
lived out that we are in character what the body of Christ
is.6 In a well-functioning church prayer meeting, we lose
sight of ourselves as individuals as we view ourselves in
prayer as part of a whole. Whenever sincere and upright
hearts are involved, this has the greatly beneficial effect
of bringing us closer together, with a deepening sense of
unity against a common foe. Nothing strengthens ties with
each other and our respect for one another more than to
hear each praying with integrity for the other.7 An
example of this can be found in Acts 12:1-12.

Now about that time Herod the king laid hands on
some who belonged to the church in order to
mistreat them. And he had James the brother of John
put to death with a sword. When he saw that it
pleased the Jews, he proceeded to arrest Peter also
… On the very night when Herod was about to bring
him forward … an angel of the Lord suddenly
appeared and … struck Peter’s side and woke him
up … his chains fell off his hands … And he went out
and continued to follow … they came to the iron gate
that leads into the city, which opened for them by
itself; and they went out and went along one street,
and immediately the angel departed from him … And
when he realized this, he went to the house of Mary,
the mother of John who was also called Mark, where
many were gathered together and were praying.

Editors of this magazine recollect a time when a life-
threatening car accident had befallen our fellow-editor,
Peter Hickling. Prayer was called for urgently across the
worldwide community of churches of God. Those prayer
gatherings were energised with a deep sense of
dependence on God, as each prayer offered was aligned in
agreement to ask for God’s intervention. This displayed
the efficacy of church prayers featuring a shared burden,
intensively requested.

Such times show best our dependence on God, especially
when it’s a very focused, united, themed prayer meeting.
It also demonstrates most clearly to us all how God
listens. It reveals the power of prayer publicly. We are all
witnesses of what we have asked for, and of that which
we have received. A public prayer meeting is a witness to
any observers as to how seriously we take the practice of
the presence of God.

A Spirit-led church will be a prayer-led church, as we find
in Acts 13:1-3.

Now there were at Antioch, in the church that was
there, prophets and teachers: Barnabas, and Simeon
who was called Niger, and Lucius of Cyrene, and
Manaen who had been brought up with Herod the
tetrarch, and Saul. While they were ministering to
the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, “Set apart
for Me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I
have called them.” Then, when they had fasted and
prayed and laid their hands on them, they sent them
away.

The church prayer meeting can become the source of
initiative and of volunteers for the work of the Lord
locally. It is such prayer times together in the presence of
the Lord, and as led by his Spirit, that expand our vision
of the Lord’s work. It’s then we ‘lift up our eyes’ to the
sovereign Lord and then lift them up on the ripe harvest
fields.8 God invites us to see things on a grander scale,
and to broaden our horizons9 beyond the confines of our
own desires and at times rather petty ambitions. God’s
agenda is impressed on us for the advance of his kingdom
and we are lifted out of our own little world.

Of course, in the church prayer meeting, less mature
believers learn the art of prayer. Different temperaments
and styles can benefit greatly from interaction: the
reserved and the effusive; the analytical and the
emotional; the generalities and the specifics.

But what if the sense of power is lacking? How can we
maximize the effectiveness of church prayer meetings on
an ‘average week’? In an earlier issue of NT this year, we
were helpfully directed to the use of Scripture in prayer.
A short additional ministry time before the church turns to
prayer is helpful for focus. As we see from 2
Thessalonians 1:11 (NIV), the Apostle Paul did not turn
to prayer with a blank mind, but after first bringing to
mind relevant concerns. We do well to encourage
informed praying at a church level (as well as personally),
perhaps using a prayer-board to stimulate and collate
prayer requests. Most importantly, brothers need to come
with a real desire to lay hold of God. If the weekly
programme allows, it may be better for the prayer
gathering not to follow back-to-back after other church
activities, so that saints can be fresh and focused before
the Lord.

References: (1) Lev. 4  (2) Lev. 4:13  (3) Lev. 4:27
(4) see Ex. 28:29  (5) Mat. 28:18-20  (6) 1 Cor. 12:27
(7) Gal. 6:2  (8) John 4:35  (9) John 14:12

Bible quotations from NASB unless otherwise stated
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Josiah was king of Judah in the seventh century BC. He
came to the throne as a boy of only 8 years of age
following the assassination of his father.1 The story of his
reign is found in 2 Kings 22 to 24 and in 2 Chronicles 34
to 35. Josiah was the last king of Judah of which it was
said: He did what was right in the eyes of the LORD and
followed the ways of his father David, not turning aside to
the right or to the left.2

There had been an alarming spiritual deterioration in the
three hundred years since the magnificent reign of
Solomon. In place of a people rejoicing in their God,3
Judah had become a people of whom the Lord said, they
have forsaken me and burned incense to other gods and
aroused my anger by all that their hands have made...4
Josiah’s grandfather, Manasseh, had done more evil than
the Amorites who preceded him.5

How was a young lad to follow half a century of
spiritually bankrupt leadership and total abandonment of
the Lord? God’s Law was only a distant memory and the
temple was filled with images to pagan gods. The Book of
the Law was missing, later to be found among the ruins of
the temple, obviously unread and unknown! Josiah would
only succeed by the promises of God and the influence of
godly people. That is the same for each of us today if we
are to survive as disciples of the Lord Jesus in a pagan,
ungodly, environment.

Influence
We can all feel the benefit of a godly influence in our
lives. Maybe, like me, you had that: people who helped
you. Maybe you can be that godly influence for someone

now. Josiah had Hilkiah. He was the high priest and he
seems to have been the positive influence for good in the
life of a very young and inexperienced king. Let’s
remember that Josiah was brought up in a godless family,
among a people who were set on doing their own thing
with no thought for the Lord their God. We have here an
example of the Lord choosing to reveal Himself to a
young person who, otherwise, would have been as much a
pagan as those around him. Thank God for revealing
Himself to you!

Commitment
We are either committed or we are not! If not, we drift.
We read, In the eighth year of his reign, while he was still
young, he began to seek the God of his father David.6 A
16 year-old teenager taking God seriously. Later on we
read: The king stood by the pillar and renewed the
covenant in the presence of the LORD – to follow the
LORD and keep his commands, statutes and decrees with
all his heart and all his soul...7

When God prompts us, we start to seek Him and He
responds to us. Later on, we may become aware of our
need to rededicate our lives in fuller commitment. Maybe
that’s something for you to think about today. I certainly
have known those times of committing my life to the
Lord and renewing my promises.

Respect for God’s Word
How could the people of God lose the Word of God?8 The
distinctive place God should have had in the people’s
hearts and minds had been lost by compromise with the

world around and by syncretism: the bringing
together of different religions and ideas. Does that
sound familiar in the twenty first century?

We may have Bibles on our shelves and in our
cupboards. But God’s Word can still be lost to us.
Let’s get into the habit of not only reading God’s
Word, but believing it and acting upon it. Let’s
put God above all and let’s do what He tells us to
do even if it is out of ‘sync’ with our society and
its values.

References:  (1) 2 Kings 21:23-24; 22:1  (2) 2
Chron. 34: 2  (3) See 2 Chron. 7:10  (4) 2 Chron.
34: 25  (5) 2 Kings 21:11  (6) 2 Chron. 34:3  (7) 2
Kings 23:3  (8) See 2 Kings 22:8, 10-11

Bible quotations from the NIV

A good king of Judah

King Josiah of Judah
The right influences
David Webster, Liverpool, England
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A Gentile monarch

Darius I
Philip Allen, Mountain Ash, Wales

In around 538 BC, Cyrus king of Persia, inspired by God,
issued a decree allowing the Jews to return to Jerusalem
from exile in Babylon. Many returned, cleared away the
rubble of the former temple and laid the foundations for a
new one.  However, there was opposition to the work and
the temple was not completed. In the book of Ezra we
read that the adversaries of Judah and Benjamin1 offered
to help with the rebuilding, but were turned away and
they then tried to frustrate the builders until the second
year of the reign of Darius.2

Darius I, also known as Darius the Great, ruled the
Persian Empire at its peak. How he came to become king
is not known with any great certainty, but it seems that he
used both force and cunning to achieve his purpose. He
was a great administrator and divided his empire into
provinces, organized a new monetary system and made
Aramaic the official language. He built roads, major
construction projects and introduced standard weights
and measures. Through these changes, his empire was
centralized and unified.3

Darius became king in 522 BC. During his reign, through
the encouragement of the prophets Haggai and
Zechariah, Zerubbabel and Jeshua recommenced the
rebuilding of the temple.4 Once again, the Jews’ enemies
attempted to disrupt their efforts and Tattenai, the Persian
governor of Judea, challenged the Jews and asked, “who
has commanded you to build this temple and finish this
wall?”5 Despite this challenge, in all these things the eye
of their God was upon the elders of the Jews, so that they
could not make them cease till a report could go to
Darius.6

Consequently, Tattenai wrote a letter to Darius warning
him that the temple was being rebuilt. The purpose of the
letter was to turn the king against the Jews and to stop the
work. It asked Darius to check whether Cyrus had, in
fact, issued a decree to permit the work and advised him
to search the archives to see if the decree could be
found.7

Darius ordered that a search should be made and the
decree of Cyrus was found, not in the main archive in
Babylon, but in an out-of-the-way repository in the
province of Media.8 Whether the decree had been placed
in an obscure location for malign purposes is not known,
but God ensured that His purposes were fulfilled and the
document was found.

Once the decree had been found, Darius commanded
Tattenai and the enemies of the Jews to stay away from
the building works and to let the Jews continue with the

rebuilding.  Furthermore, the king decreed that the
Jewish workers were to be paid from the royal treasury,
and that the builders should be given whatever supplies
they needed for the offering of acceptable sacrifices at
the restored house of God. In addition, he ordered that
anyone attempting to destroy the temple or disobey his
decree would be impaled on a beam, and his house made
into a pile of rubble.

Interestingly, Darius states that the purpose of all of this
was that the Jews may offer sacrifices of sweet aroma to
the God of heaven, and pray for the life of the king and
his sons”.9

The temple was finished in the sixth year of Darius’ reign
and the Jews assembled to celebrate its completion.

It seems that Darius (550-486 BC) followed the
Zoroastrian religion during his life, but nevertheless God
used him to bring about His purposes for His people. By
his decrees, Darius behaved in a friendly way towards the
Jews, and they prospered under his reign.

Later in his life, in 490 BC, Darius was defeated by the
Greeks at the battle of Marathon and, despite struggling
hard to re-establish his rule, he died four years later, a
broken man.

These events remind us that ‘the Most High rules in the
kingdom of men.’10 and:

His dominion is an everlasting dominion,
And His kingdom is from generation to generation.
All the inhabitants of the earth are reputed as

nothing;
He does according to His will in the army of heaven
and among the inhabitants of the earth.
No one can restrain His hand
Or say to Him, “What have You done?”11

References: (1) Ezra 4:1  (2) Ezra 4:5,24  (3) As noted in
secular history e.g. Wikipedia article on Darius I
(4) Ezra 5:1-2  (5) Ezra 5:3  (6) Ezra 5:5  (7) Ezra 5:6-17
(8) Ezra 6:1-2  (9) Ezra 6:2-15  (10) Dan. 4:17  (11) Dan.
4:34-35                              Bible quotations from NKJV
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Praying in faith
“And whatever you ask in prayer, you
will receive, if you have faith.”1

“Therefore I tell you, whatever you
ask in prayer, believe that you have
received it, and it will be yours.”2

These striking words, recorded by
Matthew and Mark, were spoken by
the Lord Jesus to His disciples in
Jerusalem, just a few days before He
went to Calvary. It represents a
beautiful and challenging promise for
all praying Christians, but they are
words that could be easily misapplied.
Do we really have the right to expect
anything from the Lord so long as we
‘believe’ it will happen? Is Jesus
teaching us the power of positive
thinking here? Could these words be
used to justify the message of the so
called ‘prosperity gospel’? To
correctly understand what Jesus is
promising, we address the question,
what does it actually mean to ‘pray in
faith’?

Faith foundations
Let’s say a few opening things about
faith itself. First, what is faith?
Hebrews defines faith as, the
assurance of things hoped for, the
conviction of things not seen.3 This
verse illustrates at a basic level the
necessity of faith when we pray,
because the very act of prayer is
talking to an invisible God.4 Second,
what is our faith based on? Romans
tells us that, faith comes from
hearing, and hearing through the
word of Christ.5 So our faith in prayer
must be founded on a correct
understanding of who God is, what
He is like and what He desires to do.
We must never mould God into an
image that suits our own taste. No
amount of belief, no matter how
sincere it is, will prompt God to do
something that is inconsistent with
His character and will, which He has

revealed in His word and through the
person of Jesus Christ.

Faith honours God
Faith in God when we pray honours
Him because we are trusting what He
says about Himself. We are trusting
His divine attributes: His
omniscience, His omnipotence, His
benevolence and His faithfulness.

Abraham was commended for his
faith; Paul writes about him, he grew
strong in his faith as he gave glory to
God, fully convinced that God was
able to do what he had promised.
That is why his faith was counted to
him as righteousness.6 Note that
Abraham’s faith was based on what
God had already promised, that is
based on God’s word. The Roman
centurion was commended for his
faith when he trusted in the supreme
authority of the words that Jesus
spoke.7 The Lord often commended
the faith of those who came to Him
for healing.

Ironically, it was often His disciples
who were lovingly berated by their
master for lacking faith. For example,
they failed to trust that He was in
control of their lives during the storm
on the sea,8 and they were told that
the reason they could not heal a boy
with a demon was because of their
“little faith”.9

Believing is receiving
The Lord Jesus teaches that we will
receive what we ask – if we have
faith.10 In contrast, James tells us that
the person who doubts, must not
suppose that he will receive anything
from the Lord.11 This is not talking
about the strength of positive
thinking, but about having confidence
in the person to whom we are making
the request. We know that in reality
we do not possess perfect faith. The
Lord’s first disciples asked the Lord,
“Increase our faith”,12 to which Jesus

replied, “if you had faith like a grain
of mustard seed”13 then they would
do things that are only possible for
God.

Well guided faith
We know that “with God all things
are possible.”14 However, believing
in what God can do must be
accompanied by an understanding of
what God desires to do, or else our
faith is misguided. Who would doubt
that God had the power to remove
whatever it was that Paul referred to
as his ‘thorn in the flesh’,15 but,
despite Paul’s repeated pleadings,
God’s sovereign wisdom knew that it
was in Paul’s best interests for the
thorn to remain; Paul had to trust that
God does what is right, and would
give him the grace to cope with this.

There are requests we can make of
God which we know without any
doubt God will grant us, because we
can base it on an unequivocal promise
in His revealed Word. For example
pursuing wisdom – James declares, If
any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask
God who gives generously…but let
him ask in faith.16 We must also trust
God’s earnest desire to give us the
things He promises. Matthew records
how Jesus assured His disciples that
our heavenly Father is certain to
“give good things (or the “Holy
Spirit”17) to those who ask.”18

The Apostle John writes: And this is
the confidence that we have toward
him, that if we ask anything
according to his will he hears us. And
if we know that he hears us in
whatever we ask, we know that we
have the requests that we have asked
of him.19 Of course, it is not always
easy to know what God’s will is when
it comes to specific issues in our life
for which we cannot quote an
applicable scripture used in context.
In such cases we acknowledge our
lack of knowledge as we seek the

Praying …

In faith and righteousness
Andy Seddon, Swindon, England
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Holy Spirit’s guidance, but without
doubting God’s power and goodness
to do what is right.

Praying in righteousness
The prayer of a righteous person has
great power as it is working.20

Righteousness is faith’s guide. Living
a righteous life means that our desires
will be increasingly tuned to God’s
desires, and therefore what we ask is
more likely to be in accordance with
God’s will. This is why, the desire of
the righteous will be granted,21 and
“those who hunger and thirst for
righteousness… shall be satisfied.”22

The trouble is that we are so often
led, not by godly desires, but by
selfish and worldly desires, and this
will obviously have an impact on our
prayer life. James seems to have this
in mind when he writes, “You ask
and do not receive, because you ask
wrongly, to spend it on your
passions.”23 The remedy is to Delight
yourself in the Lord, and He will give
you the desires of your heart.24

Sin’s destructive influence
The negative impact of unaddressed
sin should not be understated. The
Psalmist was conscious that, If I had
cherished iniquity in my heart, the
Lord would not have listened.25 It is
not because sin weakens God’s
power, but because of the damage
that sin does to our fellowship with
God. Isaiah writes: Behold the Lord’s
hand is not shortened, that it cannot
save, or his ear dull, that it cannot
hear; but your iniquities have made a
separation between you and your
God, and your sins have hidden his
face from you so that he does not
hear.26

If we are knowingly tolerating
disobedience to God’s commands,
this must change. When we address
this we have a wonderful anticipation
of God’s mercy and blessing. The
apostle John assures us, Beloved, if
our heart does not condemn us, we
have confidence before God; and
whatever we ask we receive from him,
because we keep his commandments
and do what pleases him.27 This is
contrasted with a solemn warning in

Proverbs that, If one turns away his
ear from hearing the law, even his
prayer is an abomination.28

We are not presuming moral
perfection, but rather our attitude
towards sin and God’s righteousness
which is important. When we repent
we can be assured of God’s mercy;
God says: But this is the one to whom
I will look: he who is humble and
contrite in spirit and trembles at my
word.29

References:  (1) Mat. 21:22  (2) Mark
11:24  (3) Heb. 11:1  (4) Col. 1:15
(5) Rom. 10:17  (6) Rom. 4:20-22
(7) See Mat. 8:10  (8) See Mat. 8:26
(9) Mat. 17:20  (10) Mat. 21:22
(11) Jas. 1:7-8  (12) Luke 17:5
(13) Luke 17:6  (14) Mat. 19:26
(15) See 2 Cor. 12:7-9  (16) Jas. 1:5-6
(17) Luke 11:13   (18) Mat. 7:11
(19) 1 John 5:14-15  (20) Jas. 5:16
(21) Prov. 10:24     (22) Mat. 5:6
(23) Jas. 4:3  (24) Ps. 37:4  (25) Ps.
66:18  (26) Is. 59:1-2  (27) 1 John
3:21-22  (28) Prov. 28:9  (29) Is. 66:2

Bible quotations from ESV

Our faith in prayer must be founded
on a correct understanding of who
God is, what He is like and what He
desires to do.
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In my younger days (as a teenager
that is!) a favoured pastime was to
meet a couple of friends at the local
coffee shop in town, claim the sofa by
the window and enjoy a coffee while
watching and commenting on the
passers-by going about their business.
We said that we were ‘people-
watching’, but in retrospect the
innocence of that phrase belies a
deeper issue – with the watching
came comments, and those comments
usually turned into judgment of those
we saw. With even a brief study of
scripture we can condemn this
‘judgmentalism’ as sinful,1 and yet it
is also something that is easy to fall
into and often tolerated in Christian
circles.

To better understand the issue in
question, a working definition of
judgmentalism is useful. ‘Judge’, or
krinō in the Greek, means to separate,
as in separating the wheat from the
chaff, the useful from the useless, or
the good from the bad. A judge in the
legal context would separate the
innocent from the guilty by
comparing a person to a standard set
out in law, and interpret whether or
not they meet that standard. One
acting judgmentally outside the legal
context takes a similar role upon
themselves – to interpret whether
another person has met a certain
standard. In the earlier coffee-shop-
example, the standard was not one set
by lawmakers or scripture, but my
own preferences and taste. Even to
judge someone based on the only
righteous standard – the Law of God

– requires interpretation (for example,
the Pharisees’ interpretation of the
Law did not produce the kind of
righteousness God really desires) and
is ultimately a role that God has
reserved for Himself.2

It is worth clarifying that, based on
John 7:24, in certain circumstances
judgment may be correct – it is in our
nature to make judgments about
things, and in this instance the Lord
Jesus gives instruction to judge ‘with
righteous judgment’. In this example,
too, though, we see the fundamental
reason why humans are inadequate
judges – Jesus commands us to judge
not based on appearances, and yet
God himself reminded Samuel so
many years ago that “man looks at
the outward appearance, but the
LORD looks at the heart.”3 As the
Lord Jesus countered the hypocrisy of
the Jewish leaders, he also exposes
the tendency of humans to judge
based on outward appearance in a
way that tends to damage those
around us.

Being judgmental of others can be
particularly damaging when it takes
place in the church context (though,
again, this is not to deny that church
discipline is necessary at times). The
derogatory comment made over a
choice of outfit, or out-of-tune
singing, creates our own standard and
enforces it upon a fellow member of
the body of Christ in such a way as to
diminish them and exalt ourselves.
Indeed, a study of young people
leaving churches in the US back in
2007 had ‘church members seemed

judgmental or hypocritical’ as one of
the most commonly-cited reasons for
leaving a church.4 In small, close-knit
groups word can travel fast and the
judgmental attitude of one can cause
another to stumble and be brought
down – contrary to Paul’s clear
exhortation in Romans 12:9-13 to Be
devoted to one another in brotherly
love. Even in this context, a lack of
obedience to Paul’s inspired
command would be sinful, and the
judgment of others, particularly
others in the body of Christ, is
damaging where the apostle would
instead seek for us to build one
another up.5 But perhaps there is a
more sinister and damaging root from
which we can trace the sin of
judgmentalism.

Many people can quote Matthew 7:1,
and quite often in the old English –
Judge not, that ye be not judged
(KJV), but the familiarity of this
message may have removed from us
the solemn importance of the
command. The Lord Himself explains
His meaning for this in the context of
this verse – that the judgment of
others for failings that we ourselves
exhibit is the essence of hypocrisy
and a strong condemnation of the
attitudes showed by the Jewish
leaders of the day.6 As the apostle
Paul reminds us, all have sinned and
fall short of the glory of God,7 and so
none of us truly have the right to
judge others, since we are all as guilty
as they. Paul clarifies the error and
danger of hypocrisy perhaps most
explicitly in Romans 2:1-11 – when

Respectable sins?

Judgmentalism
Ben Jones, Toronto, Canada

There are some sins that we judge to be very serious and agree that
they are worthy of punishment – or at the very least require

repentance and a change of behaviour. There are other attitudes
that some may see as more minor character flaws.

But, more to the point, how does God view them?
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we judge other people, we accuse
them of the very things that we
ourselves do, and occupy a place as
judge to which we have no right. For
this reason, James reminds us that
There is only one Lawgiver and
Judge, the One who is able to save
and to destroy; but who are you who
judge your neighbor.2

Since God is the only Judge, and His
standard is His Law, whenever we
judge others we are not only
hypocritical but also usurping (or
attempting to usurp) the position of
God Himself. With even a moment’s
reflection on this thought, we can
begin to appreciate the magnitude of
this seemingly ‘respectable’ sin: we,
as flawed and sinful people, claim to
have authority to fill the judgment
seat of the righteous and holy God.
Talk about a slippery slope! With this
in mind, two questions arise: why do
we tolerate it in others, and how do
we avoid falling into this trap
ourselves?

Perhaps at least one reason why we
tolerate this particular sin is to do
with its prevalence – when a sin is
frequently committed and frequently
observed, the sense of shock and
distaste that we feel when witnessing
(or committing) certain sins can be
dulled and replaced with a worrying
tolerance and acceptance. However,
this in no way diminishes the severity
of the sin in God’s eyes. Paul is
explicit and clear in stating that the
wages for sin – any sin – is death.8

Our first solace in this meditation
comes from that very same verse: but
the free gift of God is eternal life in
Christ Jesus our Lord.8 Despite the
gravity of any judgment we pass on
others, or our tolerance of it in our
own churches, we are covered and
redeemed by the grace of our great
God. In this, too, we see a more
positive and fundamental reason why
we, as sinners, should not take the
mantle of judgment upon ourselves –
we are all sinners, and as Christians
we have no righteousness ourselves,
but only that which was granted to us
on the basis of faith in Christ.9

The wonderful truth of our salvation
is that God’s grace is available to all,
because we all need it! While God is
perfectly entitled to judge us against
the perfect standard of His Law, we
can now be confident that each and
every imperfection is covered by the
grace of God and the sacrifice of our
Lord Jesus Christ. In this is both the
ultimate condemnation of the sin of
judgmentalism, and also our ultimate
opportunity for freedom from it: if
salvation is available to all, we can
and should focus on sharing this news
instead of judging those who fall
short (and ultimately bring judgment
to ourselves, because we all fall
short).

Just as Paul exhorted the Romans to
veer away from being judgmental and
instead focus on positive
exhortation,10 based in brotherly love,

we too should have this as the focus
in both our church context and in our
conversations with unbelievers. Out
of that love, we should remind one
another of the salvation we have in
Christ. Instead of judging or
attempting to condemn others in
hypocrisy (without Christ, we are all
condemned), we should instead
celebrate the gift of eternal life.8

References:

(1) Mat. 7:1-6; Jas. 4:12; Rom. 2:1
(2) Jas. 4:12  (3) 1 Sam. 16:7
(4) https://lifewayresearch.com/
2007/08/07/reasons-18-to-22-year-
olds-drop-out-of-church/  (5) 1 Thes.
5:11  (6) Mat. 7:1-5  (7) Rom. 3:23
(8) Rom. 6:23  (9) 2 Cor. 5:21
(10) Rom. 12:9-13
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Until recently, the most likely place you’d read about
‘tariffs’ would be in an economics textbook – but now
they’re very much front-page news! China has just
threatened tariffs of between 5% and 25% on $60 billion
of US goods. That’s retaliation for the US recently
threatening to impose tariffs of $200 billion on some
Chinese goods. A similar tit-for-tat is ongoing between
the US and two other major trading ‘partners’ – Canada
and the EU.

What are tariffs and how do they work?
Tariffs are a bit like VAT – the % is added to the sale
price of the product, which the government then collects.
The government imposes tariffs on selected products from
selected countries to make them more expensive for their
own consumers to purchase.

Why on earth would they want to do that?
It’s all about ‘protectionism’ of a country’s industries – if
products from other countries become more expensive,
it’s hoped that consumers will decide to buy domestically-
produced goods instead, therefore helping the local
economy. They often work in tandem with government
subsidies that make local products cheaper.

Why are they suddenly in the news?
Recent decades have seen a lot of global trade deals
which have significantly reduced barriers to international
trade. The US President believes that the US has got a bad
deal and been taken advantage of, and that these tariffs
will level the playing field and help struggling industries
that produce steel, vehicles and coal.

Are they new?
Actually, the USA was a fan of tariffs almost from its
very start – the second piece of legislation that was
enacted post-independence brought in tariffs to help the
new nation to survive and thrive. The defeat of the free-
trade South in the Civil War meant their continued use,
notably in response to the Great Depression, until after the

Second World War, when the impoverished state of many
nations called for a new world order and greater
international co-operation.

Are they effective?
You’d have to search to find an economics expert who
says that they are. As we’re seeing, retaliatory measures
escalate so that things end up more expensive for
everyone and more jobs are lost than created – the
opposite of what’s intended! For example, the EU’s
37.5% tariff on American-made jeans threatens to wipe
out domestic manufacture. Although getting ‘tough on
trade’ initially seems politically attractive, the whole
scheme carries a huge risk of completely backfiring. At
the risk of spiritualizing economic theory, it does seem
quite a ‘worldly’ solution, doesn’t it?

How does it affect me?
You’ll be paying more for some everyday goods.
However, we don’t have a choice, for Romans 13
instructs us to give to everyone what we owe them,
including punitive taxes and tariffs! But it can make us
think about whether we might be guilty of actions
ourselves, which might seem a good idea at first, but carry
the risk of ultimately being counter-productive, and are
certainly not the hallmarks of a disciple of Jesus. In fact,
Jesus commands a completely different approach:

“If someone slaps you on one cheek, turn to them the
other also. If someone takes your coat, do not
withhold your shirt from them. Give to everyone who
asks you, and if anyone takes what belongs to you,
do not demand it back. Do to others as you would
have them do to you. … love your enemies, do good
to them, and lend to them without expecting to get
anything back. Then your reward will be great, and
you will be children of the Most High, because he is
kind to the ungrateful and wicked. Be merciful, just
as your Father is merciful.”1

It’s interesting that Jesus promises a great reward, the
exact opposite of what His commands seem to indicate –
gain instead of loss! Of course, He’s talking about
spiritual, not financial, gain which is much more valuable.
That’s why Peter urges not to repay evil with evil or insult
with insult. On the contrary, repay evil with blessing,
because to this you were called so that you may inherit a
blessing.2 We’re unlikely to have the opportunity to
implement this anti-protectionist strategy on the world
stage, but it will probably be enough of a challenge to do
so with our friends, family, fellow-Christians, work
colleagues and the other people we come into daily
contact with!

References: (1) Luke 6:29-31, 35-36  (2) 1 Pet. 3:9  NIV

A titanic tariff tussle
Martin Jones, Hamilton, Canada
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Personal story

Living in God’s will
Thawng Lian Khup (Khupboih) interviews Thang Khaw Lian of
the Church of God in Khumnuai, Myanmar

Could you tell us what you
believed before you received
God’s salvation?
I believed that by our own effort we
would be saved and go to heaven.

How and when did you believe in
the Lord Jesus Christ as your
saviour, since we can’t get to
heaven by our own effort or good
work?
On 14 October 1992 our brother
James shared the good news with
me. On that day I accepted the Lord
Jesus Christ as my personal saviour.
He baptized me soon after and I was
added to the Church of God in
Khumnuai, Chin State.

Following that, what changes
started happening in your life?
I felt like my burden was rolled
away. With a new heart and mind I
had a great desire to live and do my
best for God by being committed. I
was active in the church gatherings
and activities.

How did you face up to
temptation and backsliding in
your Christian life?
In the year of 2002 I went to India to
earn money. When I came back
home, unfortunately I was agreeing
with my friends and started to drink.
So, instead of meeting with the
church, I was backsliding. Whenever
brothers and sisters from the church
invited me to attend the church
meeting I always got angry and
when I drank I felt like stoning them.
As I continued drinking alcohol, I
also started smoking drugs (Canza)
and I even sold to other people.
Many times James and our church
elder Lian Khaw Thawng came and
visited me in my house and taught
me from God’s Word and wanted me

to change my life. I know that they
love me so much and care for me.

Unexpectedly the village chief and
elders in Khumnuai chose me to
become one of the defenders in the
village to work with them. Without
doing any proper work, I spent my
life eating and drinking and selling
Canza, which is against the
government and they arrested me on
11 July 2012.

What made you change?
They first took me to Endailay Jail
for three months as a criminal and
after that they put me to another
place called Zebet. Around one
month in that place, I suffered a lot
for the need of Canza such that I
could not even think. After one
month I found a Bible inside the
prison. I came to realize that, though
I can’t change my life, God wanted
to change my life and bring me here
through God’s word in Jeremiah
18:4, the vessel that he made of clay
was marred in the hand of the potter,
so he made it again into another
vessel. I also read from Hebrews
12:8, But if you are without
chastening, of which all have
become partakers, then you are
illegitimate and not sons. And in the
book of Proverbs 3:11-12, My son do
not despise the chastening of the
Lord … for whom the Lord loves He
corrects, just as a father the son in
whom he delights.

In repentance, I prayed to God with
tears and I committed my life in His
hand to lead me according to His
will.

Inside the prison, except for
individual prayer, there was no
Christian fellowship. I read in a book
written by William Carey: ‘Expect
great things from God; attempt great
things for God.’ That word really
touched my heart and, in 2013, with

one of my friends, we approached
the keeper in the jail and asked for
their permission to have Christian
fellowship on Lord’s Day, but they
refused. On 27 April 2015 we had a
new officer and keeper in the jail.
We approached them again and got
permission from them.

As you were turning back to God,
what comfort did you receive from
Him?

There was no one to depend upon in
the prison except God. He has
supplied all my need on time from
my mom and the church with their
support in prayer. As I was leading
the Christian fellowship in the
prison, some people misunderstood
me and told the officer that if the
Christians continued their fellowship
it will not be good. By prayer, I
committed my life to God that,
because of His unfailing love, when I
get release from the prison I will
seek first the kingdom of God and
His righteousness and live for Him.
By God's blessing, although I was
sentenced to be in the prison for ten
years, after five years and a month I
was released.

What was the first thing you did?
I have asked forgiveness from my
mom, uncles and also the church for
what I have done, with repentance,
and I was added again to the church.
Even though I have heard my wife
made a mistake with another, I have
forgiven my family also and live
with them again.

I am starting a new life again for the
Lord. I am so grateful that my mom,
people in Khumnuai and the
churches of God, rejoice with me.

Bible quotations from NKJV
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The apostle Paul had a problem – he couldn’t be in
two places at once! A pioneer with an international
perspective, he understood that God wants all people
to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth1 –
and so in Romans 15 he reveals that, It has always
been my ambition to preach the gospel where Christ
was not known.2 He then admits that, for many years,
that’s what had prevented him stopping off at Rome
to spend time with the church there. And when he
finally made it to Rome, Paul found himself bound in
prison, his pioneering days now an impossibility!
How did Paul overcome these frustrating physical
limitations? The answer is largely in his precious
parchments,3 a vital tool used strategically to reach
people and places he otherwise couldn’t – as he wrote
to Timothy from prison: God’s word is not chained.4
And so people in Rome, Corinth, Laodicea,
Thessalonica, Colossae and beyond could be edified,
encouraged, exhorted and educated. He encouraged
the recipients to share what they’d received with
others,5 seeding a virality that’s reached all the way to
us, 2000 years later!

And what of today? We’ve the same commission as
Paul and basically the same physical limitations,
despite global travel being much quicker. We might
feel bound by work, family, health and/or finances
that impede our ability to “Go into all the world”6 to
7.5 billion people; and even our so-called ‘full-time
workers’ only have so many hours in the day and
must make wise decisions to best utilize time and
energy. But we can be very thankful that God’s given us
an internet resource that’s so much more powerful than a
parchment that could only be accessed one place at a
time.

The Churches of God have utilized this resource for about
twenty years, but entered into a new phase of activity with
the launch of a revamped website in late 2017. Without
getting into the technical details, it allows us more
flexibility in the content we can publish, as well as giving
our website a more contemporary feel. If you haven’t
visited recently, check out www.churchesofgod.info,
where you’ll find a couple of dozen videos, over 200
Search For Truth podcasts, over 2,000 Soundcloud Bible
talks, plus written content (including twenty eBooks and
over 90 years of NT archives in pdf format). There is now
also a searchable map where you can find all current
locations of churches of God, and a summary of what we
believe, information about our Bible camps – and much
more. We intend to keep adding content fairly regularly,
so bookmark the site and keep returning to it!

Comparing ourselves to the first century again, Paul had
koine Greek as the ‘lingua franca’ of the day, and we’re
blessed with English as a fairly common world language,
but we’re certainly open to finding effective ways to
reach people in other languages as well, so it’s a case of
‘watch this space.’ Even so, we receive messages almost
daily from somewhere around the world, quite often with
a request for help or seeking more information about a
local assembly. Google Analytics tells us that our largest
segments of traffic are from the UK and North America,
but we tend to hear more frequently from visitors in India
and Africa. Only the Lord knows what will result from
these enquiries.

As well as engaging with the work at some level – as a
content contributor or a consumer – you will make this
24/7 ministry of ours a regular prayer focus, won’t you?

References: (1) 1 Tim. 2:4  (2) Rom. 15:20  (3) 2 Tim.
4:13  (4) 2 Tim. 2:9  (5) Col. 4:16  (6) Mark 16:15
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Mission

Into the net
Martin Jones, Hamilton, Canada


