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Introducing . . . January
THE VALUE OF THE BOOK OF PROVERBS
By the grace of God, we greet the dawn
of another year and, for the first time
since the inception of this magazine in
the 1920s, we turn our thoughts to a
singularly unique book among all the
books of the Bible. Completely unlike
the other sacred writings, the book of
Proverbs is not a narrative, a history of
events, a theological treatise nor a
prophetic declamation. They are not
set to music like the Psalms and are not
meant to be read as poetry. At first
sight, the book is a disparate collection
of wise sayings. Sometimes grouped
thematically, sometimes piecemeal,
but always presenting in succinct form,
sound guidance added to invaluable
knowledge, warning and admonition—
all of which is calculated to help those
who wisely apply its lessons, to obtain
enduring benefits in this life and the
next.

As many of our contributors have
highlighted this month, underpinning
every part of this book, is the
importance of ‘fear of God’ (that is, a
conscious reverence for the supreme
authority, sacredness and righteousness
of our Creator), and the implicit
acknowledgement that God—who
revealed Himself to Moses as Jehovah
(i.e. LORD, Heb. Yahweh), the eternal,
self-existent, ever present ‘I AM’—is
intensely interested in the welfare of
His creatures, as the following verses

and others like them show: ‘The fear of
the LORD is the beginning of
knowledge’ (1:7); ‘The fear of the
LORD is the beginning of wisdom’
(9:10); ‘The fear of the LORD
prolongeth days’ (10:27); ‘The fear of
the LORD is a fountain of life’ (14:27)
[Comment 1].

From this fundamental
understanding, much of the book
illuminates in sharp relief the
differences between uprightness,
righteousness and integrity; and evil,
wickedness and deceitfulness. How
relevant this is in today’s world, where
the moral absolutes of God’s good laws
are under attack as never before! And
how vital it is that as students of His
holy word, we have a firm grasp of the
distinction between right and wrong as
seen through God’s eyes, so that we are
not swayed by the shifting sands of
cultural relativism.

We look forward to a year in
which—unless the Lord Jesus returns to
call His glorious church home (a very
real possibility)—we may deepen our
collective appreciation of these
proverbial gems and be like the scribe
of whom the Lord spoke, who, being
made a disciple to the kingdom of
heaven, ‘brings out of his treasure
things new and old’ (Mat. 13:52 NKJV).

J.J.
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From Study Groups . . .
WISDOM’S CALL (PROVERBS 1,2 & 3)
From Aberdeen: Solomon’s wise words are set forth to help those who lack
wisdom, so they may become prudent, but also to help those who already have a
measure of wisdom become yet wiser; that’s something for all of us (Prov. 1:4-5).
These proverbs are set forth as dark sayings or riddles (Prov. 1:6, RVM).

The fear of the LORD is the starting point of knowledge: the LORD gives wisdom
(Prov. 1:7 & 2:6). The mention of a father and mother’s guiding influence at the
outset of a person’s life echoes the original commandment encouraging us to
honour father and mother (Ex. 20:12). This is still relevant today, for it is God’s order
for our wellbeing, and it comes with a promise attached (see Eph. 6:2). Taking this
thought of respect for parents a little further we find Peter advising Christians to
humble themselves under the mighty hand of God—with the promise attached, of
exaltation in due time (1 Pet. 5:6). We are exhorted to submit one to the other in
our churches and there is emphasis concerning the younger to submit to the elder.
Also, in the context of oversight circles, this same principle of brethren holding
responsibility for oversight of the flock—needing to be subject to one another—is a
guiding principle that younger overseers ought to be subject to the elder ones (1
Pet. 5:5).

Throughout the book of Proverbs, we find the recurrence of the word ‘simple’.
Simple can be translated ‘silly’ or ‘seducible’ (Prov. 1:4). It means the opposite of
prudent. Such descriptions indicate a particular type of naivety. For example, ‘The
simple believeth every word: but the prudent man looketh well to his going’ (Prov.
14:15). From early on in Proverbs we catch the sense that humankind has a
propensity for being simple whether by seduction or by rebelliousness. Both flaws
were evident in the Garden of Eden—Eve was seduced and Adam rebelled—when
they made their choices between good and evil (Gen. 3:11-13). Proverbs 1:20-25
gives a strong sense of the propensity and predisposition of humankind towards
simplicity rather than wisdom [Comment 2].

The wisdom found in Proverbs is clearly wisdom from above. It’s a wisdom that
helps keep the recipient from the enticement of sinners (1:10); the greedy of gain
(1:19); the way of evil (2:12); and the strange woman (2:16). On the other hand,
Proverbs chapter 3 presents many positive benefits for the recipient of wisdom
rather than those negative things to be avoided. James Johnson
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From Aberkenfig: The phrase ‘the fear of the Lord’ is used extensively throughout
the Scriptures especially in the book of Proverbs, and according to Young’s
concordance there are seventeen nouns translated from Hebrew and Greek with
the meaning ‘fear’ or ‘to fear’ ranging from terror, sorrow, dread, and anger to
reverence and awe. What exactly is meant by ‘the fear of the Lord?’ Throughout
scripture there are examples of those who feared the Lord, such as: Noah, Abraham,
Joseph, Nehemiah, Peter and Paul. They exercised a godly reverence; a reverence
in the heart that understands they serve One to whom they owe their all, in contrast
to the fear a slave or captive would exhibit, should they offend their master. So, we
too should seek to deport ourselves at all times in a way that is well-pleasing to God.
We do well to ask ourselves if a ‘wholesome dread of displeasing Him’ is manifest
in our lives. We can be taught to gain this attribute (Deut. 4:10, Ps. 25:5, 31:8,
34:11), but also; ‘understand the fear of the Lord.’ (Prov. 2:5).

It is necessary to establish the differences between wisdom, knowledge and
understanding linked together in chapter 2. It is possible for mankind in general, to
have the knowledge of a subject without understanding all the details: it is possible
to have the knowledge and understanding of the intricacies, but not the wisdom
with which to apply this information or knowledge. The word if in 2:1-4 here is
one of argument, not condition, and the subsequent conclusion is reached in verse
5, that of understanding the fear of the Lord. Solomon brings before us the means
we must use to obtain this wisdom and throughout these verses there is a beautiful
intertwining of the words ‘wisdom, knowledge and understanding.’ Man can utter
wise sayings, but true wisdom is from God. We can see how some great sayings of
God have been sealed at the time when they were spoken, because a fuller
understanding was to be revealed in another day. Such is Colossians 2:2-3 ‘the
mystery of God, even Christ, in whom are all the treasures of wisdom and
knowledge hidden’.

This is further emphasised by Moses in Deuteronomy 29:29 teaching the
Israelites, expounded by the apostle John in 1 John 3:2a as things not revealed as
yet will in the future be manifested to us by the Holy Spirit in God’s time. (1 Cor. 2
gives a very useful and helpful treatise on the subject of the mysteries of God). The
more we prayerfully dig into scripture, (not striving after vain words), the more, the
Holy Spirit will reveal to us. ‘The secret things belong unto the Lord our God: but
the things that are revealed belong unto us.’ (Deut. 29:29) and ‘It is the glory of God
to conceal a thing: but the glory of kings is to search out a matter’ (Prov. 25:2).

Our finite minds are incapable of understanding the full meaning of these
mysteries: it is only by the Holy Spirit’s revelation that we grasp a little of what will
be revealed throughout eternity, otherwise they are not mysterious. The hymn
writer encapsulates the thought:
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But the high mysteries of His name,
An angel’s grasp transcend,
The Father only (glorious claim),
The Son can comprehend.

Words which echo the Lord’s own words in John 16: 13-14, ‘when he, the Spirit
of truth is come’, speaking of when the Holy Spirit would be sent, He would glorify
the Lord and declare the mystery to them.

Under the compelling power of the Holy Spirit, Paul wrote to the Colossians and
others, expressing his deep desire that they might know the mystery of God: He
preached not only Christ but also ‘taught Christ’ for In Christ are ‘all the treasures of
wisdom and knowledge hidden’ (Col. 2:3). This was not some new teaching, but
false teachers had promised to give them ‘a hidden wisdom’ to make them
‘spiritually elite’. True spiritual wisdom and knowledge can only be found in Jesus
Christ, for as Paul stated (1:26-29), his desire was that every believer would be
perfect In Christ Jesus. One has said that mature believers don’t complain about
what they don’t have but rather make use of the vast resources that they do have in
Jesus Christ.

God’s desires His children to have ‘understanding’ and ‘wisdom and
knowledge’; the ability to access things, and to defend what we understand, and at
the same time to grasp truth. Bill Paterson

From Cromer: The fear of God This expression is used in many places in the
Scriptures, with meanings that vary in the context. For instance, in Genesis 31:42
God is described as the ‘Fear of Isaac’; that is the One whom Isaac recognised as
having supreme authority. This is in general the meaning of the expression; its
opposite is one who has ‘no fear of God’ (Ps. 36:1; Rom. 3:18).

In New Testament times there were those who were called ‘God-fearers’ (e.g.,
Cornelius; Acts 10). These people were not proselytes, accepting all the practices of
the Jewish religion, but they recognised the supreme authority of the God of heaven.
A modern parallel might be those who accept that there is one who has the authority
to declare the difference between right and wrong, while others do not accept
absolute standards. This difference is fundamental; if it is not accepted all value
judgements become subjective. Peter Hickling

From Glasgow: What is the fundamental and central fear of the Lord, and how is it
achieved or gained? Thoughts on this may be guided by tracing the fear of the Lord
and its wisdom to its source as belonging to the Lord God and His Christ. Guidance
can be taken first from Proverbs 1:4-6 in that the fear of the Lord gives prudence to
the simple, and knowledge and discretion to the young. We suggest first that ‘the
simple’ here include both older and younger ones, since ‘the simple’ invites
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comparison with ‘the pure in heart’, commended as ‘Blessed’ by the Lord in
Matthew 5:8, thinking of ‘Blessed’ as both pure and happy, both terms pointing to
the purity and contentment found in Christ. We further suggest that this is supported
by considering how the Lord was preparing His disciples for following in His steps,
learning to imitate His character as He addressed the needs of His wider audience
and blessed them that day [Comment 2]. Our next point is that the fear of the Lord
is fundamental and central in that this fear includes reverence as well as holy fear,
and can be applied today to service towards God and towards those in His house.

How does the passage in chapter 3:5-6 provide an ongoing foundation for the
believer’s walk? We suggest that the thoughts above help us to regard verses five
and six as offering guidance to both older and younger believers in that trust in God
and the imitation of Christ should help them learn to avoid the pitfalls of leaning on
their own understanding. They may be helped by getting to know the character of
God the Father and the pure and holy paths of Christ. We suggest Andrew and Peter
did, beginning from that memorable time when they spent the day with Him,
doubtless learning precious things from His teaching and company that were
developed and deepened in their discipled walk with Him (John 1:35-42). Believers
in churches of God today may also be helped by seeking time in the company of
the Lord. Martin Archibald

From Greenock: When we see a champion or a master workman perform and we
try to compare their skill with ours, we realise that it is far, far above our level of
achievement. We are in awe of their capabilities.

Exploring the nature of God should make us feel very small and insignificant.
We understand we are tiny in comparison to the earth, just as the earth is to our
solar system and the solar system to our galaxy, which is one of an untold multitude
in the universe. Even so, we can read, ‘For he chose us in him before the creation
of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight’ (Eph. 1:4 NIV). If that is not
enough to fill us with awe, the church of God in Ephesus is also told of the ‘hope to
which he has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in his holy people,
and his incomparably great power for us who believe’ (Eph. 1:18-19).

The current science explanation of the material world needs far more time than
their suggested age of the earth. They now have life initiated somewhere else and
miraculously surviving interstellar space and managing to enter the earth’s
atmosphere without burning up. They start with their assumption ‘there is no God’,
and then seek to make their belief in the lack of evidence credible. Rewording that
reads –‘the lack of evidence makes belief incredible’. God’s word describes them
as corrupt fools doing abominable works (Ps 14:1; 53:1). These denigrating
comments from the ‘evolution lobby’ will result in laughter and derision (Ps 2:4; Ps
59:8).
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The tension between Israel and the neighbouring Muslim states will result in all
nations gathering together with the aim of destroying Israel and negating the
promises of God (Rev. 16:16; 19:11-21; 20:7-10). They will fail and will stand in
judgment before the Great White Throne. Only then will they be filled with awe
and show reverence towards God. Every knee shall bow and every tongue shall
swear (Is. 45:23; Rom. 14:11).

What a blessing we have, we can respect and reverence God and hold Him in
holy awe now. This truly is the beginning of wisdom (Prov. 9:10). This will ensure
longer days - eternal life - contrasting with rebels against God refusing the offer of
eternal salvation (Prov. 10:27). Steve Henderson

From Melbourne: Solomon in his great wisdom wrote ‘the fear of the Lord is the
beginning of wisdom’. The Lord Jesus Christ is He ‘in whom are hidden all the
treasures of wisdom and knowledge’. In 1 Corinthians 2:7-8 we read that the
mystery of hidden wisdom which God ordained before the ages is for our glory.
That hidden wisdom of God was Christ, the Lord of glory, whom the rulers of this
world crucified, because it was hidden at God’s prerogative from them. The Lord
Jesus Christ is the source and origin of wisdom and knowledge which is from above.
The proverb says to ‘seek her as silver, and search for her as for hid treasures, then
shalt thou understand the fear of the Lord’ (Prov. 2:4-5). The word of God reveals
Christ and in it we have a mine full of Christ’s treasures.

We must dig, mine, meditate and spend time in the word of God to search out
this treasure trove of wisdom and knowledge in whom are hidden the gems of Christ
and His lovely character. Job 28 speaks of the huge and dangerous effort of men to
find the precious metals and stones from the earth. They search every recess,
endangering themselves in dark shafts below the earth, and yet the getting of
wisdom in Christ is treasure that cannot be compared to anything on this earth. They
all pale into insignificance in comparison to the wisdom of God which is of great
reward, not only in time but for eternity.

This getting of heavenly wisdom develops a deeper spiritual relationship with the
Lord, and our conduct will reflect His person. ‘Take My yoke upon you and learn
of Me’ (Mat. 11:28) were the words of the Lord Jesus to His disciples to learn of
Him, to increase their knowledge and understanding of Him. We must allow the
Spirit of the Lord to teach wisdom and understanding in the ways of Christ that He
may be formed in us.

The fleshly nature of man’s wisdom ‘is earthly, sensual, devilish’ (James 3:15),
whereas the wisdom found in Christ is ‘pure, peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full
of mercy and good fruit, without partiality and without hypocrisy’ (James 3:17
NKJV). This getting of wisdom is a lifelong journey of growing into Christ and being
an imitator of Him. Paul urged the Romans ‘to put on the Lord Jesus Christ’, which
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is to live as He lived and trust Him to be our guide and Lord in our daily lives. If we
live by the wisdom of the word of God, we will enjoy the wonderful promise of
Proverbs 3:5-6, wholly trusting Him and not our own understanding, and
acknowledging Him in all His ways. Then we will know the blessing of Him directing
our paths through the gaining of this heavenly wisdom. Ron Busby

From Mount Forest: These first three chapters of the opening section (1-9) of this
book are written as proverbial discourse rather than pithy statements. Before
mentioning specific proverbs, Solomon appeals to the reader to avoid mistakes,
maintain purity and learn from others’ errors. These appeals frequently use
anecdotes and personification to reinforce the fatherly warnings; they lay
groundwork for some of the proverbs that follow. Thus, for instance Proverbs 1:10-
19 finds expression in Proverbs 16:29, and likewise Proverbs 2:16-19 in 22:14.
Noting 1 Kings 4:32, this overall book is evidently a Spirit-given selection, and not
all the proverbs are authored by Solomon. Comparing Proverbs 1:1; 30:1 and 31:1,
we may conclude Agur and Lemuel were alternative names for King Solomon
(though unlikely in the case of Agur). They may have been collectors of his writings;
some being compiled about 3 centuries later, in Hezekiah’s days (Prov. 25:1).

The Hebrew word for what we read as ‘proverb’ essentially means putting
something forward as a comparison, a parallel. Other words used to describe the
proverbs in this book are maxims, aphorisms, apothegms, or parables. Thus, many
(from chap.10 forwards) express in a concise way a truth that can be ascertained
from a multitude of examples. It is good to bear this in mind when noting proverbs
that almost seem to be contradictory (e.g., 26:4-5). Wisdom is required to discern
which should be applied in a specific situation. General rules are extremely helpful,
but there can be grounds for exceptions; that is a fundamental aspect of sovereign
mercy (20:28 NKJV) and a key to the book of Job (Job 37:13 NKJV). It has often
been noted that wisdom is the application or correct understanding of knowledge,
not mere knowledge itself. We need to be before our omniscient God to obtain
insight into the truth of a matter. But we also need His wisdom to react correctly to
the facts (Prov. 2:6; Eccles. 2:26; Dan. 2:21; Jas. 1:5). The starting point, ‘fear of
the Lord’, implies a humble recognition of God’s holy stature and attributes, not just
anxiety about what He could do. Thus, Christ humanly displayed submissive
reverence (Heb. 5:7).

The benefits of Proverbs 1:1-6 require such wisdom. Learning pithy sayings will
not suffice. We must perceive a proverb’s application to specific circumstances.
Such perception requires us to train ourselves to see the reality as God sees it.
Solomon spent years in thoughtful contemplation of many details he could observe
(Eccles. 1:12-18; 12:9), to seek out profound truth, but he recognized human
wisdom was in vain (Eccles. 7:23-24; 8:17). Common statements in Ecclesiastes are
‘I perceived’ or ‘I saw’, evidently an important method Solomon used, and we
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should too. Adults who play colour matching memory games with small children
may find their ability surprising. They quickly remember the location of a second
matching colour, whereas we forget where we saw it before. They have less to
confuse them. We may face confusing life circumstances that nevertheless often
represent a pattern-match to the guidance of one or more of the proverbs in this
book. Evidently, we need to be God-fearing (see Acts 9:31), to commit proverbs to
memory (Prov. 3:1) and learn to perceive their application. Geoff Hydon

From Ravulapalem: The fear of the Lord is achieved by giving respect to God in
following His commandments with good understanding. It needs more reverence
for Him than actual fear. It is not being afraid; it is to obey. It means giving our
unrivalled awesome feeling (Ps. 47:2). ‘Awe-inspiring’ is the same Hebrew word
used for fear. An undivided heart leads to the fear of God (Ps. 86:11). The fear of
God means giving our unparalleled allegiance (Deut. 10:12). God requires only that
we fear Him and live in a way that pleases Him, loving and serving Him with heart
and soul. (vv. 20-21). Fearing God does lead to loyalty and obedience. Those who
live this way will have godly wisdom and avoid sinful reckless actions that can affect
one’s life (Prov. 1:7; 9:10; 10:27). One who fears God and walks in His ways is
blessed. Samuel said to the people after Saul was made king in Gilgal, that all would
be well if they served the Lord with fear (1 Sam. 12:14, 24).

Some God-fearing men are mentioned hereunder:

Noah (Heb. 11:7); Joseph (Gen. 42:18); Job (1:1); Daniel (2 :48); Jonah (1:9); and
Cornelius (Acts 10:2).

King Lemuel wrote that God-fearing women would be praised (Prov. 31:30).
Jesus warned not to fear those who could physically harm the body, rather fear God
who could eternally destroy (Mat. 10:28). We see the early churches ‘walking in the
fear of the Lord’ (Acts 9:31). The apostle Paul’s advice to the church of God in
Philippi is to keep their salvation with fear and trembling (Phil. 2:12-13).

What does it mean to fear God?

a) Representing Him well to those around us (2 Cor. 5:20; 7:1);
b) doing what He says is best; not to do what we think is best (1 Pet. 1:24-25);
c) understanding the seriousness of our sin and the damage it causes (Rom. 7:13);

The fear of the Lord is wisdom and to shun evil is understanding (Job 28:28).
David had faith in and fear of God and no fear about the world (see Pss. 23 & 56).
For the unbeliever the fear of God is the fear of His judgement and eternal death
which is unending separation from Him (Luke 12:5; Heb. 10:31). The believer’s
fear is the reverence for Him. Worship God acceptably with fear and awe for our
God is a consuming fire (Heb. 12: 28-29). Finally, the result after every experience
is to have fear and follow His statutes (Eccles. 12:13).
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Let us remember Mary’s song of praise, ‘His mercy extends to those who fear
Him from generation to generation’ (Luke 1:50 BSB). S. J. M. Edward

From Surulere: We approach with joyful trepidation, this treasure trove of wise
sayings, conscious of our innate propensity to darken counsel by words without
knowledge (Job 38:2-3 NKJV). In the knowledge of our humble estate as being: ‘For
you see your calling, brethren, that not many wise according to the flesh …’ (1 Cor.
1:26), we are disinclined to plumb the depths or skirt the periphery of the ‘words
of the wise’(Prov.1:6).

In our drift to despondency at our incapacity, a shaft of light halts our perilous
slide: ‘Christ in whom is hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge (Col.
2:2-3). But this is no mere shaft but the confluence of the true light, from the One
who dwells in light unapproachable, whom no man has seen or can see (John1:9;
1 Tim. 6:16).

This is a strong marker and sure compass in our contemplation of the Proverbs,
we have Him and know Him who is the summation and repository of true wisdom
and knowledge; in all its fullness and infinite purity. It is the certainty of the wisdom
and knowledge of the One who is the Alpha and Omega, the Ancient of Days and
the King eternal (Rev. 1:8; 1 Tim.1:17).

We accordingly will not be dazed by the brilliant nuggets of the deep and pithy
sayings of the wise, replete in the Proverbs, for: ‘But of Him you are in Christ Jesus,
who became to us wisdom from God …’ (1 Cor. 1:30). We will also not seek for
her as silver or search for her as for hidden treasures because as Zophar the
Naamathite declared, intriguingly truly: ‘Can you search out the deep things of God?
Can you find out the limits of the Almighty? They are higher than heaven—what
can you do? Deeper than Sheol—what can you know’ (Job 11:7-8).

Although it is a cardinal principle of the Christian faith for us to be diligent to
show ourselves approved to God (2 Tim. 2:15), yet the wisdom and knowledge of
Christ is given to those who ask (James1:5-6) and by the revelation of the Holy Spirit
in the Scriptures as the apostle Paul declared: ‘that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ,
the Father of glory, may give to you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the
knowledge of Him’ (Eph. 1:17).

The wise man Solomon at the start of his reign asked God for wisdom thus:
‘Therefore give to Your servant an understanding heart to judge Your people that I
may discern between good and evil …’ (1 Kin. 3:9). Sadly, in his later years he
veered from the source of true wisdom and knowledge: ‘For it was so, when
Solomon was old, that his wives turned his heart after others gods, and his heart was
not loyal to the LORD his God, as was the heart of his father David’(1 Kin. 11:4).
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Not so our Lord Jesus who was faithful as a Son over God’s house, as the possessor
of true wisdom and knowledge (Heb. 3:6). Fred Ntido

From Victoria BC: If there is one thing that has always been needed by Christians,
it is wisdom. Scripture is clear that the beginning of wisdom is the fear of the Lord.
The question posed is, what is the fear of the Lord? One brother pointed out that
Psalm 86:11 asks God to unite our heart to fear the Lord. We agreed that fearing
the Lord is a recognition of God’s character, to which we respond by revering,
trusting, obeying, serving and worshipping Him and giving undivided attention in
humility and faith. Psalms 111 and 138 speak of the whole heart being exercised to
worship and honour our God. Having a fear of God is gained by having faith in
Him. Hebrews 11:6 says without faith it is impossible to please Him, and that we
must believe He is – that God is real, and He must be given the highest respect.
Awe is also involved in fearing God. The Hebrew word yirah (translated as ‘fear’ in
verse 7) can also be translated ‘awe’, and is connected to respect, reverence,
worship. It is strongly related to trembling [see Comment 1]. So, we can see that
fearing the Lord is indeed the beginning of wisdom and is fundamental and central
to Christian faith in God.

The Lord Jesus is the embodiment of faith in God. Colossians 2:3 and Proverbs
2:4 both point out that in Him are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and
knowledge. When Proverbs speaks about wisdom and getting wisdom, this wisdom
comes from the Lord Jesus. He is the very living wisdom of God. Jesus lived it, and
always lives it. He wants to instil it into our lives. He encourages us in Matthew 11:
28-30 to take His yoke and learn from Him. He wants us to take His burden which
is light. Doing so will bring to pass Proverbs 1:9 where God’s wisdom is operating
in our lives and will be an ornament of grace and beauty. It is all part of making us
conform to the image of His dear Son.

In Proverbs 3:5-6, we are all encouraged to ‘trust in the Lord with all our heart,
and not to lean on our own understanding’. We are told to acknowledge Him, and
He will direct our paths. A major benefit to doing this is it will keep us safe. There
are people we meet in our lives that would seek to have believers in Jesus
compromise their Christian walk by joining in sinful endeavours. Chapter 1:14 of
Proverbs says ‘Cast in your lot among us, Let us all have one purse.’ They want to
fill their houses with stolen spoil and expect that we would want to do the same.
We are encouraged to refrain from walking in such a way in life. That is not
representative of what God expects of us. We are to be the salt and light of the
world. We are to be righteous and trustworthy like Jesus our Saviour.

Rodger Lefevre; Phil Williamson
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COMMENTS
1. (A note on the meaning of the word ‘fear’): The main thought in the word ‘fear’
as it is used in such phrases as ‘the fear of the Lord’, ‘the fear of God’, ‘the fear of
Isaac’ and so forth, is rightly understood to be reverential fear and awe of God as
the supreme being, in contrast to the idea of panic or terror. However, we also
acknowledge that the overwhelming sensation initially felt by God’s servants who
experienced the presence of the thrice Holy God of Heaven, was an overwhelming
sense of apprehension and dread. The following examples illustrate this: ‘Moses
said, I exceedingly fear and quake’ (Heb. 12:21) Jacob ‘was afraid, and said, How
dreadful is this place! this is none other but the house of God, and this is the gate
of heaven’ (Gen. 28:17). Isaiah said ‘Woe is me! for I am undone; ... for mine eyes
have seen the King, the LORD of hosts’ (Is. 6:5). John said ‘I fell at his feet as one
dead’ (Rev. 1:17). Even the appearance of a lesser heavenly being such as the angel
Gabriel, prompted Daniel to write ‘I was affrighted, and fell upon my face’ (Dan.
8:16). Of Zacharias, it is recorded that ‘fear fell upon him’ (Luke 1:12).

Hebrews 12:28-29 exhorts us to ‘have grace, whereby we may offer service well-
pleasing to God with reverence and awe: for our God is a consuming fire.’ - The
Greek word eulabeia translated ‘awe’ (RV) or ‘godly fear’ (AV), derives from eulabés
(generally translated as ‘devout’ and carries the thought of being cautious).
One commentator illustrated the meaning of eulabeia (awe) by describing the
devout and respectful way in which a person would carry a priceless oriental vase
across a room.

In private and public prayer and worship, the attitude of hearts that rightly
appreciate ‘the great God, And the great King above all gods’ (Ps. 95:3 NKJV), will
be characterised by reverence and awe, coupled with holy fear and dread of His
majesty and supreme authority—as Jeremiah said: ‘Who would not fear You, O King
of the nations? For this is Your rightful due’ (Jer. 10:7 NKJV)—and ‘them that come
victorious from the beast’ said: ‘Who will not fear You, O Lord, and glorify Your
name? For You alone are holy’ (Rev. 15:4). In our approach to the presence of the
eternal, all-powerful, intensely holy One, we do well to bear in mind the wise words
of Solomon, (highlighted in this month’s Feature article): ‘Be not rash with your
mouth, nor let your heart be hasty to utter a word before God, for God is in heaven
and you are on earth. Therefore let your words be few’ (Eccles. 5:2 ESV). J.J.

2. (Aberdeen and Glasgow): The two approaches and interpretations here to the
meaning of ‘the simple’ or ‘the simple ones’ are typical of what happens when
different filters, different lenses, so to speak, are used in reading scripture. There will
be more equally welcome examples of such, especially in the present study book.

P.D
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Feature
THE HOUSE OF GOD IN THE BOOK OF ECCLESIASTES
Introduction
The writer of this book, Solomon, was given his name, at birth it would seem, by his
father David, king of Israel, and we are told ‘the Lord loved him’. The name means
‘peaceful’ and is derived from the Hebrew ‘shalom’. However, the prophet Nathan
was sent by God to the king and instructed him to call his son Jedidiah, meaning
‘beloved of Jah’ (2 Sam. 12:24-25).

The first striking attribute of Solomon’s character was his love for the Lord,
followed by a clear spirit of humility, and a deep consciousness of the great weight
to be borne upon his shoulders as the leader of God’s chosen nation. He petitioned
the Lord for a ‘hearing heart’ to be able to make impartial decisions and have correct
discernment in matters of dispute that would arise, not only in the government of
his people, but what would be his extended rule over other lands. As a result, God
imparted to him a depth of wisdom and understanding that no other human being
ever had, yet like all of us, he was fallible and susceptible to faults and mistakes from
time to time. He was responsible for the building of God’s house, the temple, and
was a prolific writer and composer (1 Kin. 3:3, 7-8, 11-13, 21; 4:32; 6:2,9).

Conduct and Behaviour in the House of God
Solomon strongly counsels that when making our way to the place of God’s
gathering for His people, carefulness and awareness of what we are there for should
be paramount. We are drawing near to God Himself, who inhabits the high and
holy place in heaven, while we are on a very small part of His creation on earth. In
our approach a lowly mind and humble heart is a necessity.

We are there, first and foremost, to hear the voice of the Lord speaking to us
before opening our mouths to speak to Him, and when we do the latter, we are not
to be on our feet for long: words used are to be few in number, not to be multiplied
(Eccles. 5:1-2).

The danger is always present of promising the Lord we will do this or that for
Him, and possibly end up doing little or nothing, so we need to exercise caution in
the language we choose when addressing Him with our various and varied needs
and plans (vv. 4-5).

Matters for Prayer
Thoughtfulness for the poor and their impoverished circumstances, no matter who
or where they are, bearing in mind the tendency of some of those with earthly
comforts to look down on them and manipulate, or even maltreat them, should
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always be on our minds and hearts to bring before the Lord. Injustice and inequality
prevail in so many parts of the world, and need to be prayed for likewise. The peril
of having a materialistic outlook by those who have an adequacy or surfeit of worldly
possessions, must also be guarded against, and all those whose trust is in the Lord
should have a healthy regard for honest work that brings sweetness of rest at the
end of the day (vv. 8-9, 10-12).

The certainty of leaving this world as we entered it – with nothing, should never
leave us. All that Solomon, inspired by the divine Spirit, says here, makes our coming
together before the Lord a very down-to-earth and living reality (v. 15).

Such scriptures as Acts 20:33-35; James 2:1-4; 8; 1 Timothy 6:17-18 are well
worthy of consideration in the above.

R. B. Fullarton, Bathgate
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Introducing . . . February
LOVE ALL ROUND
The words of the Lord Jesus in answer
to the question from one of the legal
spokesmen of the Pharisees, ‘Teacher,
which is the great commandment in
the law?’ was: “You shall love the Lord
your God with all your heart, with all
your soul, and with all your mind. This
is the first and great commandment.
And the second is like it: You shall love
your neighbour as yourself”’ (Mat.
22:36-39 NKJV). Such a statement
from the Lord of creation rings as true
and loud today as then. Love for the
Lord is to have primacy in human life
and living; love for fellow-human
beings follows.

Earlier on in the Lord’s journey
through life here in the world, another
legal advocate approached Him with
his burdening question of attaining to
eternal life (Luke 10:25-28). The same
answer came from the Lord, the only
difference being in the preposition
‘with’ occurring in the two passages

quoted. In the first instance in
Matthew, ‘with’ is the Greek ‘en’,
meaning ‘in’, or ‘remaining in’ the
heart; while in Luke it is ‘ek’, conveying
‘out of’ or ‘from’ the heart. Love for the
Lord must remain a constant; love for
others pours out from what is within.

How vital all this is in the family and
spiritual life of those who belong to
Christ. The role of husbands to their
wives, and vice versa (Eph. 5:22, 24-
25, 28,33); fathers, mothers, and
children (Eph. 6:1,4); employees and
employers (Eph. 6:5,9); believers
together serving the Lord (John 13:34-
35; 15:12,17; Eph. 6:23; Heb. 12:14).

How careful then we must be with
every single fibre of our being as
Solomon relates in Proverbs 4:20-27,
where ears, eyes, eyelids, heart,
mouth, lips and feet have to be
monitored on account of the dangers
and pitfalls that abound around us.

R.B.F.

From Study Groups . . .
ISSUES OF LIFE (PROVERBS 4, 5 & 6:1-19)
From Aberdeen: Wisdom teaches young men (and perhaps not so young) to avoid
the temptation of being seduced by a ‘strange woman’ (Prov. 5:3). The
consequences of being drawn after a harlot’s deceptive talk are in the end bitter. A
heedless man who allows himself to be drawn down this path has clearly not
guarded his heart. The heart must be supremely guarded because out of it are ‘the
issues of life’ (Prov. 4:23). There is the ‘level’ path that is contrasted with the
‘unstable’ path belonging to the harlot (Prov. 5:6). Adultery is one of the widespread
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sins that the present age is all too familiar with. The disciple of Christ takes heed to
these warnings in the word of God and in contrast to the downward path that King
Solomon’s Proverbs warn about, the disciple has before him the upward path which
shines ever brighter until the full dawn of day (Prov. 4:18). Paul spoke about the
‘upward calling of God in Christ Jesus’ (Phil. 3:14). Indeed, the clear teaching of
New Testament times is for the upholding of the truth of Christ in union with his
church and for married saints to individually reflect that same loving union (Eph.
5:25). James Johnson

From Aberkenfig: Throughout scripture there are numerous references to the heart
of man describing its various conditions. Psalm 119:2 gives an insight to the whole
heart. We must distinguish between the heart and the mind, although they are
closely related in scripture, and the function each performs. Jeremiah 17:9 shows
how wicked the heart of man is, ‘deceitful above all things‘.

For those interested in the derivations and various translations of the word heart
please see Bible Studies Volume 4, 1936, pages 4-6, for an in-depth interesting
article by brother John Drain. See also Needed Truth articles: 1947 page 146; 1954
page 128; 1965 page 9 and 1972 page 183.

Thus, in the human body the function of our heart is purely physical. The
condition of the individual will depend on the condition of the heart. Similarly, the
spiritual condition of the individual will be determined by the affections, thoughts,
passions and desires of the heart, so verse 4 becomes the key. It is possible for a
man’s heart to be all wrong despite his mind being capable and efficient.

Solomon had been taught by his father David and his mother Bathsheba. Despite
having several older half-brothers, he was chosen by God to succeed the throne of
David (1 Chron. 22:8-9). He had instructions from his parents and sought to pass
them on to his sons (Prov. 4:3-4). Perhaps David was aware of the ill effects of undue
indulgence of his other sons, and was stricter with Solomon in his home tutoring.
What his parents taught him, he passed on to his successors. He was doing what he
would later say in Proverbs 22:6, ‘train up a child in the way he should go’. True
wisdom comes as a gift from God who gives it to those who truly labour and seek
for it. Let us be true lovers of wisdom. It will bring us into a closer relationship with
God. The climax would appear to be Proverbs 4:4b, where Solomon emphasises
the training and exhortation he had from David, the pinnacle being ‘let thy heart
retain my words’. Above all ‘obtain wisdom, get understanding’ (v. 5), for ‘wisdom
is the principal thing’ (v. 7). This is further expounded in the following verses.
Solomon hits another peak in verse 23 ‘keep thy heart with all diligence; for out of
it are the issues of life’. This is again expanded in 5:1-2 ‘attend to my wisdom,
incline thine ear to my understanding that … thy lips may keep knowledge’. Further
proof, if required, that the heart is fundamental in this situation.
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It may be that Solomon was initially influenced by ‘whispers’ he might have
heard as a child growing up in the king’s palace concerning his father’s behaviour
with his mother, Bathsheba, that caused him to write about abstinence from fleshly
lusts such as idolatry, adultery, fornication and all uncleanness, even murder. David
is described by God as ‘a man of war and hast shed blood’ (1 Chron.28:3), and so
was prohibited in building a house for God, although he assembled the materials.
Hence, Solomon, in chapter 5 of Proverbs guides us in the government of ourselves:
it is not a matter of speculation but rather the Spirit of God who uses some cutting
language, e.g. ‘bitter as wormwood’ etc., returning to the positive phrase ‘rejoice in
the wife of thy youth’.

The first occurrence of the word ‘heart‘ in scripture is in Genesis 6:5, ‘and that
every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually’. This is
confirmed in the Lord’s words, ‘That which proceedeth out of the man, that defileth
the man. For from within, out of the heart of men, evil thoughts proceed,
fornications, thefts … pride, foolishness …’ (Mark 7:20-23). Matthew 15:17-20 bear
this out as the Lord himself also said, and in Luke 6:45, ‘out of the abundance of
the heart, his mouth speaketh’. A new heart is essential - regeneration is an absolute
requirement. The person becomes a new man in Christ when they put their trust in
the Saviour (2 Cor. 5:17).

Solomon develops the theme still further, moving on from instructions and
sayings (knowledge and understanding) to that of guarding against evil ways, then
to wisdom and its attainment. This all comes as a warning for us today. Bill Paterson

From Cromer: The heart References to the heart in Scripture do not mostly refer
to the physical organ, but to the disposition of the whole man. This is not an
inaccuracy in description, but it arises from the different nature of the things
described. The Hebrews thought of the ways in which feelings were subjectively
experienced; we do the same, when we talk of convictions being ‘wholehearted’;
this is what the Lord requires of us. The Lord Jesus, when asked what is the great
commandment in the Law, answered ‘Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy
heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind.’ (Mat. 22:37).

A father’s instruction People who regard themselves as original tend to think that
they are avant-garde, breaking away from convention; but this is not an attitude that
can be taken by a Christian. God has given to us standards of right, which he intends
to be passed on through the generations (Prov. 4:1-9.) Rebellion against fathers and
mothers is no recent thing, but each generation is intended to be the custodian of
‘the faith’ delivered to it. This does not mean that changes in practice can never
take place, because people’s understanding of what Scripture requires may be
imperfect, but throughout the scriptures dishonesty and oppression of the poor are
condemned, together with immoral personal behaviour.
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Warning against adultery This is an example of the unchanging law of God; ‘You
shall not commit adultery’ (Deut. 5:18 NIV). To break this law is a serious sin, but
not an unforgivable one. David, a man whom God called ‘a man after his own heart’
(1 Sam. 13:14) fell into the trap of adultery with Bathsheba (2 Sam. 11:2-4), but he
expressed his deep contrition in Psalm 51. God forgave him, but there were
consequences – there are always consequences if God’s law is set aside. A life which
seems to be free and enjoyable initially may end in the despised status of an elderly
roué – see Proverbs 5:12-14. Peter Hickling

From Glasgow: What is the importance of the heart in Proverbs Chapter 4? In
opening this article, it may be helpful to quote the senses of the word ‘heart’ given
in Dr Strong’s Concordance, as used figuratively in Proverbs 4-6:19. The Hebrew
word leb in Chapter 4, verses 4 and 23, in 5:12, and 6:14 and 18, is used ‘very
widely for the feelings, the will, and even the intellect’. The NIV Exhaustive
Concordance (J.I. Kohlenberger III) has a similar entry, for example: ‘… the inner
person, self, the seat of thought and emotion’.

Let us now turn to the importance of the heart as related to the theme of wisdom
in the syllabus passages for study. It is clear from these that the heart in the sense of
thoughts and feelings is the source of our motives and the resulting actions, and if
they are not guided by wisdom, we may suffer heavily. From this we may lift our
thoughts to appreciate the goodness and grace and love of God for us, His once
fallen creatures, rescued from the punishment we deserved by the salvation
achieved by our Lord at Calvary, and set upon far better paths while we follow Him
in His footsteps, as recorded for our learning in the writings of the apostles.

Next, looking into Proverbs 5:12 on God’s discipline and correction, and
reflecting on their source in Him, we heed the warning there, and in 6:16-19, from
which we select the danger of haughty eyes and hearts, and stirring up dissension
among brothers. In responding to that warning and that danger, may the author of
this article suggest that a believer responsible to the Lord Jesus Christ and to God
the Father, as part of His people sanctified for service seeks the help of the Holy
Spirit, so to find mercy and grace to help him, should a time of need arise (see Heb.
2:17-18; 4:14-16).

We may now find it refreshingly instructive to think of how the Lord Jesus spoke
of the heart when addressing the paralysed man brought by his four friends for
healing, as recorded in Matthew 9:1-8 and Luke 5:1-26. The Lord called the man
‘Son’ (Mat. 9:2) or ‘Friend’ (Luke 5:20), speaking with courtesy, and, we may think,
speaking with friendly, comforting tone. We compare this with the Lord saying to
the woman who sought healing by touching the edge of His cloak ‘Take heart,
daughter’ (Mat. 9:22, NIV and ESV). How gracious and kind and loving were the
Lord’s dealings with those who sought Him in extremity of need! Martin Archibald
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From Greenock: The human body reacts to stimulation in a variety of ways. We
are all aware of changes in the rate of our heartbeats. Stimulants like caffeine,
excitement and stress can all increase the heart rate. Physical activity has the same
effect.  The need to increase the availability of oxygen to our muscles when
exercising raises pulse rate and blood pressure. Deep breathing, sitting quietly and
meditation reduce our pulse rate and blood pressure.

As a result of these observations, the heart was thought to be the organ which
controlled our emotions. An example is ‘The heart is deceitful above all things, and
desperately wicked; who can know it?’ (Jer. 17:9 AV). Modern medicine now holds
the brain responsible for our thoughts and it controls the release of chemical
messengers such as adrenaline – known as the ‘fight or flight hormone’.
Understanding this does not change the philosophy found in the Scriptures. This is
not a factual error to be used to denigrate the Word of God. When we talk about
the start and end of our day, the words sunrise and sunset are used. The rise and
set we see is due to the earth’s rotation, the sun is stationary in relation to the
movements of the earth.

‘The Holy War’, written by John Bunyan in 1682, who also wrote ‘Pilgrim’s
Progress’, uses the allegory of a walled town with gates to control access. The gates
are the senses, including Eye-gate, Ear-gate, Nose-gate and Mouth-gate. These are
access points that Diabolus uses to capture the town of Mansoul. This is exactly what
we see in the passage under study.

Here we see the heart as the centre of thought and moral rectitude (Prov.
4:4,21,23). The access routes by which evil will enter are the senses. These must be
guarded well. The instruction is to listen carefully to the wise counsel given (v. 20).
Then the reader is cautioned not to take his eyes off this advice (vv. 21,25). Further
guidance is to control the mouth and lips that can so quickly turn to spreading evil
(v. 24). This is explained by Jesus as: ‘all that is going into the mouth passes into the
belly, and is cast forth into the drain? But the things coming forth from the mouth
come forth from the heart, and these defile the man; for out of the heart come forth
evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, whoredoms, thefts, false witnessings, slanders:
these are the things defiling the man’ (Mat. 15:17-20 LSV). Evil is more contagious
than COVID!

By controlling the access evil has to our thought processes, we strengthen our
resolve to serve God. This is a lifestyle choice. Most of us are aware of the physical
lifestyle factors, but are you maintaining the spiritual lifestyle factors? One example
is feeding on His word, which provides the spiritual food that our new man requires.
How is your diet going? We should be clear about the standard required of us in
understanding guidance given. ‘Let your yes be yes and your no be no’. In Matthew
the words used are very strong – absolutely YES and most certainly NO (Mat 5:37).
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If the warning sign says dangerous cliff we should stay well back from the edge, not
go forward and look over to see if we agree! Steve Henderson

From Melbourne: When we talk of ‘the heart of man’ we are nearly always not
talking about the organ within us which pumps blood around the body to keep us
alive. Jeremiah asks the question, ‘the heart is deceitful above all things and is
desperately sick, who can understand it?’ (Jer. 17:9). David prayed ‘create in me a
clean heart, O God’ (Ps. 51:10), and the Lord spoke the wondrous words on the
mountainside, ‘for where your treasure is, there your heart will be also’ (Mat. 6:21).
Truly, we can say that the heart of man is that complex of personal qualities which
exceed physiological responses to external stimuli, and yet which are also affected
by them. The heart in spiritual terms, therefore, reveals who we are in God’s sight
and thus, reflects our fallen, sinful core condition. We can either allow our whole
outlook on life to be totally conditioned by a world which ‘lies in the power of the
evil one’ (1 John 5:19), or to be ‘transformed by the renewal of your mind’ (Rom.
12:2), which can only truly occur following the regeneration of the Holy Spirit (Tit.
3:5). In many places, we suggest that the ‘mind’ is used as a synonym for the ‘heart’.

The father’s injunction to his son (and sons, Prov. 4:1) is to ‘keep your heart’, to
protect it from whatever could corrupt and instead to apply thoughts, emotions,
intellect and desires to that which is true and pure. The apostle’s advice to the
Philippians, we might suggest, is precisely the same (see Phil. 4:8-9) while Psalm
119:1 describes the only means to achieve our heartfelt desire to accomplish this
goal.

We might wonder to what extent the very specific verses of Proverbs 5 might
have been read around the family table, especially by a father to his adult sons about
to make their way in the world! Smirks and flashing of eyes may well have
accompanied the reading. But the warning of impending moral and physical and
ultimately spiritual disaster are shown to be the end of the road for whoever takes
that course. Graphic terms are used get the message across. The writer does not use
metaphors when he can get to the point. Marital fidelity and the serious warning
against adultery is so evident in the Scriptures from Abimelech’s close encounter
with that sin (Gen. 20) to the clear warning in Hebrews 13:4. In God’s sight, it is
that important! Ephesians 5:25-27 is the sublime fulfilment which explains
everything.

Our response to circumstances can so easily change, person to person, and
within ourselves, depending on what else is happening in our lives. The poet John
Donne wrote ‘No man is an island, entire of itself; every man is a piece of the
continent, a part of the main’. We react and respond so variably to what people say
and do around us, and to events real or imaginary. Yet still God’s words should be
our guide so that we can seek to avoid falling into the types of danger described in
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chapter 6, most especially the six, even seven, things that the LORD hates. They are
all pernicious. Likewise, getting oneself caught in an unwise pledge or guarantee
which then becomes like a noose around our neck, is indicated further on in
Proverbs 11:15. Avoid compromising situations where our integrity is called into
question. It is unwise to underplay in our estimation what God tells us to avoid, and
equally to play up an issue which rankles us personally. What is there to gain in this?

Roy Dickson

From Mount Forest: Proverbs 4 begins by expanding the intended audience, from
‘my son’ to ‘my sons’, but then again uses the singular ‘my son’, in verse 10. It is
debateable just when the writer ceases to pass on instruction his own father gave to
him, and recommences directly providing his own teaching. Although most modern
versions close quotation marks at Proverbs 4:9, perhaps it is his father’s instruction
that continues until 5:7. In those ‘my son’ sections, if indeed this lengthy passage
(Prov. 4:10-5:6) is reciting David’s instruction to Solomon, we may consider David’s
experience when pondering the statements made, the lessons he learned from his
own mistakes and victories, the promises he received, and his priorities when
instructing Solomon (e.g. 1 Chron. 22:6-16; 28:9, and sadly Prov. 6:20; 5:20 may
reflect Solomon’s parent’s lapse (Ps.51:12-13)). What is learned by experience may
form the basis of sound instruction to the next generation, to spiritual children too,
as we also see in Paul’s teaching (Phil. 4:8-13).

Solomon was not Bathsheba’s only son (1 Chron.3:5), so Proverbs 4:3 could
either indicate a special time before siblings were born, or could imply the kind of
uniqueness of an ‘only begotten’ one that reflects more than a physical aspect (Heb.
11:17 RV) explaining Genesis 22:2, where despite having Ishmael, Isaac is ‘your
only son’. The verse may also remind us of 2 Timothy 3:15 (RV).

Although some Bible versions say ‘my children’ in Proverbs 4:7 and 5:7 the
Hebrew plural word is masculine and usually means ‘sons’, except where the
context likely includes a broader meaning (e.g., Gen. 3:16; Ps.127:3). In Proverbs,
‘my sons’ is not limited to Solomon’s literal offspring (perhaps numbering hundreds
besides Rehoboam) but is a term of endearment for those he as the teacher (Eccles.
1:1) taught (1 Kin. 10:24), who could be sons by emulation (Luke 6:35). Some
teaching here was indeed primarily directed to men (e.g., chap. 5), but the Queen
of Sheba may have been one of many women who came to learn, and did not go
away disappointed. So, use of a gender-neutral expression like ‘children’ is
supportable when similar to usage by the Lord (John 13:33) and John (e.g. 1 John
2:1,12).

In Hebrew, ‘wisdom’ is a feminine noun, and wisdom is personified using
feminine words (even in Prov. 8:30-31) where wisdom may describe the Son of
God, or perhaps the agency of the Holy Spirit (cp. Is. 11:2). Negatively, ‘folly’ is also
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depicted as female e.g., in the woman of Proverbs 9:13. Obviously, these are
metaphors, and the poet’s arguments are simply being reinforced by gender
examples accepted as commonly true to life, as in the parables spoken by the best
of teachers (Mark 4:2; Mat. 26:18; Luke 15:4,8). Thus, natural affection of a man
for the opposite sex is used to emphasize the attractiveness and gentleness in
attaining the positive benefits of desirable wisdom. And the blindness of pursuing to
extremes mere physical attractions is likewise used to illustrate susceptibility to being
unwisely led into wrongdoing. We need not assume the graphically portrayed cases
of success or failure relate only to gender, but rather learn the valuable deeper
lessons the Spirit is giving to us all. Geoff Hydon

From Ravulapalem: Importance of the heart Chapter 4 of Proverbs is like a set of
commands from a father to his son in filling the heart with supreme wisdom. The
instruction is to love it, esteem it, and embrace it for life, bringing protection and
honour.

(a) Lay hold of God’s word with all the heart (vv. 4, 13). God noticed that every
inclination of the heart of man was only evil all the time and had grief with pain
in His heart (Gen. 6:5). According to Jeremiah the heart is deceitful above all
things (17:9). David’s advice to his son Solomon was to serve God with
wholehearted devotion (1 Chron. 28:9). The Lord searches and knows every
heart (Jer. 17:10; Acts 1:24).

(b) A heart that devises wicked schemes is one of the seven matters detested by
God (Prov. 6:18). Jesus quoted the words of Isaiah 29:13 of people who honour
with their lips but have hearts that are far from God. Mary kept safe all the
sayings of the boy Jesus in her heart (Luke 2:51). The psalmist says that God
satisfies our mouths / hearts with things (Ps.103:5). Out of the overflow of the
heart the mouth speaks (Mat. 12:34). Paul informed those in the church of God
in Rome that some foolish hearts are darkened and the love of God is poured
into our hearts by the Holy Spirit (Rom. 1:21;5:5).

(c) Guard the heart for it is the wellspring of life (Prov. 4:23). There are thirteen
bad things that come out of the heart and defile a man (Mark7:21). So, we have
to rend our hearts instead of our garments (Joel 2:13).

Follow what Ezekiel was saying to leave all the offences and get a new heart
(Ezek. 18:31). Ask God to make the heart pure like David said in Psalm 51:10.
Blessed are those who are pure in heart (Mat. 5:8). Seek a wise heart as Moses asked
in Psalm 90:12. Where the treasure is, there the heart is also. So, everyone should
give to the Lord as purposed in the heart (2 Cor. 9:7).

Do not harden the heart (Ps.95:8; Heb. 3:15). Seek the help of the Lord to open
it (Acts. 16:14). Let us set apart Christ as Lord in our hearts as directed by Peter (1



22

Pet.3:15). Then the peace of God will guard our hearts and minds in Christ Jesus
(Phil. 4:7). S. J. M. Edward

From Surulere: It is not mere cliché when some say ‘the heart of the matter is a
matter of the heart’. We are privileged to be confronted with this most compelling
exhortation by the wisest of men, who was still bustling and bubbling with the divine
approval upon his life and reign: ‘Keep your heart with all diligence, For out of it
spring the issues of life’ (Prov. 4:23 NKJV). It was and remains counsel of the highest
and purest essence.

It is instructive that the first mention of the word heart in Scripture presents a
disturbing and distressing scorecard of its centrality and the perilous state
unregenerate mankind had reduced it to: ‘Then the LORD saw that the wickedness
of man was great in the earth, and that every intent of the thoughts of his heart was
only evil continually. And the LORD was sorry that He had made man on the earth,
and He was grieved in His heart’ (Gen. 6:5-6). As the hearts of humankind wallowed
in iniquity, the heart of God was gripped by grief.

Granted that the heart of man became corrupted at the fall in Eden and the
poisonous offshoot of its devastating consequences was exemplified in the searing
rage of Cain; that culminated in the first human murder (Gen.4:1-8). Despite the
fact that men began to call on the name of the LORD in the days of Enosh
(Gen.4:26), by the time of Genesis 6:5-6, evil had reached its zenith.

The call to maintain vigilance at the portals and outposts and perimeters of the
heart is a timeless one. As one online commentator said: ‘Heart, therefore, means
the command center of the soul; the mind, will and affections. It is a high risk,
vulnerable place because of sin’. Our Lord Jesus Christ gave divine confirmation of
this state: ‘For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed evil thoughts,
adulteries, fornications, murders, thefts, covetousness, wickedness, deceit,
lewdness, an evil eye, blasphemy, pride, foolishness’ (Mark 7:21-22).

Although the prophet Jeremiah poignantly noted: ‘The heart is deceitful above
all things And desperately wicked, Who can know it?’ The assurance is gratefully
given: ‘I, the LORD, search the heart, I test the mind …’ (Jer.17:9-10).

And herein lies the crux of the matter: no amount of vigilance and exertion on
our part regarding the preservation of our hearts would be effective, apart from the
enablement of the triune God. As the apostle Paul stated: ‘and the peace of God,
which surpasses all understanding will guard your hearts and minds through Christ
Jesus’ (Phil. 4:7).

As the wise man again exhorts: ‘My son, give me your heart, And let your eyes
observe my ways’ (Prov. 23:26); likewise Paul admonished: ‘Let the word of Christ
dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching and admonishing one another in psalms
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and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord’ (Col.
3:16). And our Lord caps it up aptly: ‘For where your treasure is, there your heart
will be also’ (Mat.6:21). Fred Ntido

From Victoria BC: In our study the first question was: ‘What is the importance of
the heart in chapter 4 with particular attention to verses 4, 21 and 23?’ One brother
shared that the heart encompasses one’s values and our ways. Another, that David
taught his son Solomon, and their relationship was such that wisdom could be taught
generationally. David indicated that his father told him these wise things and
Solomon in turn could teach them to his children. We are to enter God’s words of
wisdom with our whole heart. No affection on anything else should be in
comparison. Not double-minded, as the letter by James calls it. Matthew 6:20-21
reminds us that where our treasure is, there we’ll find our heart. We are encouraged
to lay up treasure in heaven, where there is permanence and a place of safety.
Following the advice in Proverbs is a safe, healthy and wise thing to do. There will
be less sorrow, and heartache; less betrayal and division; less sicknesses and
diseases. Humankind generally have ignored Proverbs to their own peril. Even some
within the house of God have brought upon themselves and loved ones trouble and
grief [when they neglected such wise counsel—Eds].

This leads to the second point brought up by the study guide, and that is the
emphasis placed on the marriage bond by the verses in Proverbs 5; 6:21-30 and
Ephesians 5:28-33. A marriage between a man and a woman represents and shows
in the best way the Lord Jesus’ relationship with the church which is His body. He
tends her, loves her, guides her, perfects her, died for her, and rose from the dead
for her: feeding, tending, clothing her, and so much more. The man in such a
marriage relationship is to do kind and loving things for his wife. He is warned in
Proverbs to stay away from ‘the painted ladies’ and told bluntly that their way is
bitter as wormwood, and sharp as a two-edged sword. He is to focus on his wife.
Read Proverbs 5:10-14 where you can almost see a divorced, sexually diseased
person, paying alimony as their life runs out the clock. Men are encouraged to avoid
the seduction of limerence, and temporary romance. Women too, can be easily led
away from marriage. 2 Timothy 3:6 causes one to realise no one is immune to this.
Weak women can easily be led away by diverse lusts. A high percentage of divorces
today are instigated by women, and some of the reasons are, they feel they deserve
something better: a better man, a better job, equality on every level, and sexual
aberrance. This leads us to the third guiding question: should we guard against the
tendency to underplay what the Lord finds abominable? The unanimous answer
was ‘yes’. If people let things slide the consequences can be devastating for families
and church. Rodger Lefevre; Phil Williamson
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Feature
THE HOUSE OF GOD IN THE BOOK OF ISAIAH
Introduction
Isaiah’s extensive ministry covered the period 740 – 697 BC, during which time four
kings of Judah reigned. His main involvement was with the last of these kings,
Hezekiah. The prophet’s name means ‘the Lord saves’ / ‘the Lord is Saviour’ and
there is no other writings in Scripture containing so many prophecies about Israel’s
and the world’s Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ.

So much of the prophet’s message relates to a future time period when Israel
shall be a place of supreme international significance and the world’s head of all
countries during the one-thousand-year reign of the Lord Jesus on earth. Erstwhile
enemies shall already have been subjugated and will live in fear of them, knowing
Israel’s God has raised the nation to this position of greatness. They shall bankroll
the economies of earth’s peoples, act as the legislature, and ensure lasting peace.
Nations shall no longer be at one another’s throats, nor will they need defence
budgets for the accumulation of weapons of war (Deut. 28:7,10,12-13; Is. 2:2-4;
60:11-12,14-16,18-21).

Hezekiah’s Valuation of the House of God as a Place of Prayer
Well into the king of Judah’s reign there arose a serious threat from Sennacherib,
king of Assyria, who had already taken by force the fenced cities of Judah. Further
damage would be done to the land and people unless they surrendered to their
fearsome foe; any resistance would be futile (Is. 36).

On hearing the news of this war-talk from his counsellors in Jerusalem, Hezekiah
immediately made his way to the house of the Lord and sent a delegation to Isaiah,
requesting him to pray for the decimated people of the land who were now only a
remnant. Having received good news from the prophet of God’s intended
overthrowing of the enemy, a sense of relief was quickly dissipated by a menacing
message from Assyria’s Field Marshal Rabshakeh, that caused Hezekiah to make his
way again to the house of God with the missive in his hand and speak about its
contents to the Lord in prayer. The whole content of the king’s supplication is shown
in Isaiah 37:16-20. God’s answer, through the prophet, is given in verses 21-35; a
most remarkable response.

Who can doubt or fully evaluate the bringing of burdens to the Lord and joining
with others in God’s house in the collective exercise of beseeching His mercy and
grace at all times, accompanied by thanksgiving and praise? God’s house has always
been, is now, and will always be a house of prayer, even in the millennium (Is. 56:7;
cp. Gen. 28:16-22; 2 Chr. 7:15; Mat. 21:13; Heb. 4:14-16).
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Hezekiah’s Extension of Life and Devotion to God’s House
Although his life was coming to an end through illness, as confirmed to him by Isaiah,
the king strongly desired that the Lord would allow him more time on earth, and
prayed about the matter tearfully. God graciously granted him another fifteen years.
It was an answer of life for Hezekiah and deliverance for his people from the
Assyrians. What tremendous words he wrote, preserved in God’s word for us: a
wonderful testimony of faith of faith and gratitude: ‘But You have lovingly delivered
my soul from the pit of corruption; for You have cast all my sins behind Your back
… Therefore we will sing my songs with stringed instruments all the days of our life,
in the house of the LORD’ (Is. 38:17,20 NKJV).

We live in the daylight of God’s love and service, not in the world of sin’s
darkness, pursuing the path of faith, hope and love, always rejoicing in all that God
had done for us and given to us through Christ, and like Hezekiah, not ceasing to
pray (1 Thes. 5:5-6, 8,16-17).

God’s house is ever to be a place of honour, beauty, privilege, and responsibility
as well as a place of prayer. There must always be a recognition of His holiness and
due regard to personal sanctification. In so doing, the blessing of the Lord will be
secured and the names of those who have respected His covenant will be
remembered and celebrated in a coming day (Is. 56:4-7; 60:7).

In the language of the apostle Paul, we are to be diligent workers, earning God’s
approval as vessels of honour fitted for the Master’s use (2 Tim. 2:15, 21).

R. B. Fullarton, Bathgate
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Introducing . . . March
CLEAR INSTRUCTION
We need not wonder how the observer
in the house, behind the window,
behind the lattice, can both distinctly
see and hear the adulterous woman in
Proverbs 7 as well as tell all that the
simple young man does. The literary
device reinforces the message. This
observer is not drawn in, does not
become a participant in others’ sins.
The young man is very much drawn in.
The serious face (v. 13), the assertion of
godliness (v. 14), the intimacy (v. 15),
the sensuousness, (vv. 16-18), the air of
delicious but low-risk conspiracy (vv.
19-20), and the sheer effect of

accumulation of words (v. 21) all serve
to ensure he is drawn in. Every effort is
made though to make sure that the
reader is not. As well as keeping apart
at a safe distance, the observer makes
absolutely clear immediately before
and immediately after, that the scene
so graphically and exactly portrayed is
wrong in principle and practice. How
grateful we are that all scripture
inspired of God is ‘for instruction which
is in righteousness’ (2 Tim. 3:16) and is
sufficient indeed if heeded to make
‘wise unto salvation’ (v. 15) and guard
from unrighteousness. P.D.

From Study Groups . . .
INCOMPARABLE WISDOM (PROVERBS 6:20-35, 7, 8 & 9)
From Aberdeen: The essence and the personification of wisdom are sandwiched
between warnings to the young man to avoid being seduced by the kinds of women
who wish to entangle him in adulterous or casual intercourse. The young man is
given warnings to steer clear of the harlot who flatters, and also of a neighbour’s
wife who decides to seek extramarital sexual intercourse. In the midst of these clear
warnings the value of taking the path of wisdom is highlighted.

As Solomon admonishes his son, he impresses on him the commandment of his
father and the teaching of his mother: the value of holding these close to his heart
is that they will respectively be a lamp and a light. This is similar to the LORD’s word
to the Psalmist, ‘Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and light unto my path’ (Ps.
119:105). The lamp keeps from immediate stumbling and the light shines well
ahead of present circumstances to guide God-fearing ones on the path of life.

So, Solomon’s son—and all young men setting out to make their way in the
world—are warned how to recognise this particular sexual temptation as well as the
unpleasant consequences for any who allow themselves to be entrapped therein.
‘Her house is the way to Sheol, going down to the chambers of death’ (Prov. 7:27).
And in the case of adultery with a neighbour’s wife the reaction of the returning
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husband is understandably not pleasant, ‘For jealousy is the rage of a man; and he
will not spare in the day of vengeance. He will not regard any ransom: neither will
he rest content, though thou givest many gifts’ (Prov. 6:34-35).

Nevertheless, the positive encouragement of chapter 8 to half-way through
chapter 9 balances the strident warnings to stay far from such sin. Once again, the
truth rings out, ‘The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom: And the
knowledge of the Holy One is understanding’ (Prov. 9:10). James Johnson

From Aberkenfig: When Israel was about to enter the promised land, Moses
reminded them to lay up ‘… these words … upon thine heart … teach them …
bind them … write them upon the door posts of thy house, and upon thy gates’
(Deut. 6:6-9). Solomon shows this same attitude here in Proverbs. He instructs his
son to keep the law and the commandments of the Lord. It is in the same vein that
Solomon writes in Proverbs 6:20-23 and 7:2-3 where we read of binding and tying
so that he will have a constant reminder. This thought he repeats later in chapter
22:17-18.

It reminded us of the words in Psalm 119:9-11, where the writer binds the Word
in his heart. We can hear, read, study, memorize and so meditate upon the words
when they are written on ‘the tablet of our heart’. Solomon was writing these verses
long before there was any printing press, far less internet, so that memorisation
would have been the norm.

The tone of chapter 7 changes from a list of commandments of a father to his
son, as Solomon, under the jurisdiction of the Spirit, brings this into a memorable
picture, in contrast to verses 1-5. Rather than a collection of instructions, it portrays
the dangers of the adulterous woman intent on ruining a young man. She would
achieve her aim of wit and love, and be regarded as a heroine; but this is not true
love, just outright lust. She doesn’t even give her husband due respect, referring to
him as ‘the goodman’ who ‘is gone a long journey’ (v. 19). Such scenes are often
depicted by writers in novels and plays today but here they are written as a warning
to us all (cp. 1 Cor. 10:11). It reminds us how subtle and devious the devil is in
leading us astray.

In chapter 8, wisdom is personified as the unblemished woman in contrast to
the evil adulterous woman of chapter 7. Her voice can be heard even in the obscure
places: there is no excuse for any not to hear. It was wise counsel that proceeded
from her because any untruth is an ‘abomination to her lips’. She compares such
truthful words to precious materials. Our thoughts were taken to Colossians 2:3,
because wisdom is shown to be none other than Christ Himself, ‘in whom are all
the treasures of wisdom and knowledge hidden’. Looking at chapter 8 verse 12, we
find that prudence is of utmost importance, enabling us to hate pride and arrogance,
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and the evil way. Prudence is necessary to have knowledge and understanding to
gain wisdom.

We see a complete contrast between the two persons in 9:1-6 compared with
9:13-18. Paul emphasises this same thought in writing to Titus in chapter 2 of his
epistle and sums it up in verse 15 that ‘these things speak and … reprove with all
authority’. Job chapter 15 bears this out. Bill Paterson, Steve Prosser

From Cromer: Wisdom – quality or personification? A dictionary definition of the
word is ‘the quality of having experience, knowledge, and good judgement’ and it
is used in the ESV more than 200 times in this sense. Because the Lord Jesus was
wise, displaying this characteristic, Christian hymn writers have personified Christ
with the name of Wisdom (e.g. P .H.S.S. 67). However, the New Testament scripture
does not do this, and we can better take examples from what the Lord actually said.
Officers sent to arrest him could only report ‘No one ever spoke like this man!’ (John
7:46). Early Christian writers varied in their interpretation of 8:22, where the
Septuagint translation was taken to mean ‘the Lord created me’ by the Arians, who
believed that Christ was a created being, in contradistinction to the Athanasians,
who defended the deity of Christ [Comment 1]. This is really an unnecessary
dichotomy, because Proverbs presents the contrast between wise and foolish
behaviour both in comparing loose and godly morals and comparing truth and
wickedness.

Chapter 8:25-31 This section is written in the first person, and so distinguishes
between ‘I’ and ‘he’. Can we make that distinction? It does not seem feasible to
attribute different parts of creation to different parts of the Godhead, but rather to
say that the whole work of the divine mind demonstrated the divine wisdom and
grace [Comment 2]. Peter Hickling

From Glasgow: Incomparable wisdom In considering the beauties of the written
and the Incarnate Word, we note first King Solomon’s reflection in Proverbs 6:20-
22 on his father David’s commands and his mother’s teaching. The high regard seen
here in choosing one of Israel’s finest kings and Bathsheba for this honoured place
perhaps was earned in David’s earlier years of leading Israel to victory, with the help
of Joab. Possibly this honour is also seen in the care and God-fearing teaching we
might think the mother would bestow on the son God had granted in His mercy, at
that time tempering His punishment of the parents’ wrongdoing (see 2 Sam. 12: 9-
14 and v. 24). We note also the graphic language of Proverbs 6:21-22, but observe
that then and today their proper fulfilment depends on the good conduct and
consistency of the parents.

Turning now to the opening of Chapter 7, may we rise in our thoughts to the
conduct and teaching of our Lord Jesus Christ, as believers in Him find true life in
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keeping His commands and guarding His teachings as ‘the apple’ of the eye, so
precious to right vision. Today we are no longer obliged to bind His words literally
on our fingers, but in metaphor we may write them on our hearts and so store them
up within us. They may thus protect us from the danger of adultery (9:5), if we heed
their warning and walk closely with our Lord.

May we think lastly of the Lord Jesus Christ in His loving and protective care
through His servants today for vulnerable people, like the simple of 8:5, keeping
them from evil among this world’s temptations. In the fear of the LORD and
following the Lord our Saviour we find wisdom indeed (9:10). Martin Archibald

From Greenock: In the same way that our Lord Jesus quoted the Scriptures when
tempted by the Devil, so the writer directs the reader back to the Law. Although the
seventh commandment is the subject of the passages, each of the previous six, if
obeyed, would steer the reader back onto a safe path long before being tempted by
sexual immorality.

There is a repeated theme in chapters six to nine. The focus is the effect of the
law on the person who shows respect for and interest in it (Prov. 6:20-24; 7:1-5).
There are other very similar passages whose desired effect is to help the hearer of
the law (8:32-35; 9:8-12). This is the whole purpose of the book, beginning with
guidance so that the hearer can avoid the traps of evil (1:1-10). The same theme
can be found throughout the poetic books (Pss. 1:1-3; 19:7-11; 119:105-106).

The advice is aimed at the younger man in that the writer addresses the reader
as ‘my son’ but is equally applicable to both genders. With age comes experience
of temptations and sadly the knowledge of the damage that comes with succumbing
whether personal or to others. The years do not grant immunity and we must still
strive against the wiles of the Devil. Wisdom is not automatic for the aged.

As always, the good advice to minimise exposure to situations where temptation
may lurk is paramount (Ps 1.1-3). The escalation of danger is clearly seen; walk,
stand then sit. Lot chose to walk towards Sodom and Gomorrah, then he pitched
his tent towards Sodom so was near to but outside the city. Finally, we find him
sitting in the gate of Sodom as a judge in the council of elders (Gen. 13:11-12;
19:1,9). Lot knew the habits of the men in the city (19:7). Then the depths to which
his moral code had sunk is clear when he offers his virgin daughters to the mob
(10:8) [Comment 3]. Then later, we see from their behaviour they too were
corrupted by the morals of Sodom (19:31-38).

The lesson for us is crystal clear. We should follow the advice of Psalm 119. That
is an aspirational target, but we can study the scriptures and seek to live by them.
When we fail, as we inevitably will, we must remember that the blood of Jesus Christ
cleanses us from all sin. To avail ourselves of this we must confess our sins to God
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and seek guidance to avoid repeating them (1 John 1:5-7). A Christian should not
try to walk alone but strive to walk in the light and in the fellowship of other believers
to help and rely on the Holy Spirit to guide us. Steve Henderson

From Melbourne: Wisdom & Understanding These are the main points of the
Proverbs from the wise King Solomon. Proverbs 8 describes the very essence of
wisdom and we immediately see the Lord Jesus as the source of these qualities.
They are embodied in Him as perfect God and perfect Man. His character showed
forth the very wisdom of God while on this earth.

Christ the source The Lord Jesus is the source, the origin of wisdom and
understanding. In Him (the head of the church the body) are hidden all the treasures
of wisdom and knowledge (Col. 2:3). The body derives all wisdom and
understanding from the head in which the written living inerrant word reveals this
hidden wisdom for those who seek it diligently: ‘I love those who love me, and
those who seek me diligently will find me’ (Prov. 8:17). The diligent reading and
study of the word of God gives unparalleled wisdom for all aspects of life. Paul in 1
Corinthians 1:23-24 tells us that Christ crucified is the wisdom of God, while some
thought it a stumbling block and others foolishness.

Available to the diligent Wisdom heralds from the top of a high hill, at the
crossroads, by the city gates and gives sound righteous counsel. In other words, this
thing was not done, or hidden, in a corner (Acts 26:26). It is freely available for all
to gain. The word wisdom is mentioned 54 times in Proverbs (KJV) and
understanding mentioned the same number of times. Other versions are less than
that. In each case it emphasizes the great importance in seeking, finding, and
treasuring it.

Heavenly Wisdom James 3:15,17 speaks of the wisdom from above as pure,
peaceable, gentle, heavenly, whereas the wisdom not coming from above is earthy,
sensual, demonic. How opposite are these two. The revenue of finding knowledge
and seeking understanding is better than fine gold and choice silver (Prov. 8:19). It
is a reward for this life and for all eternity, for that which endures the fire will be
rewarded (1 Cor. 3:12-15). When the paths of righteousness are traversed with
wisdom, He will fill their treasures (Prov. 8:20-21).

Eternal Deity of the Christ Solomon describes the Lord before creation and how He
was brought forth before there were no depths, no fountains, no mountains and no
hills. This was not the originality of the Son, having been birthed or created before
creation. He had no origin for he was God without beginning nor end; He was
brought forth as the co-creator to bring all things into being and upholding them by
the word of His power (see also Heb. 1:3).
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Enticement and consequences of sin The warnings are clearly given upon entering
the pleasures of sin. Hebrews 11:25 tells us of Moses who chose rather to be evil
entreated with the people of God, than enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season (RV).
The description in Proverbs 7 of the crafty woman with her attire, allurement,
enticement, flattery, and seduction contrast with the very real warnings of an ox
going to the slaughter; a fool put in stocks; an arrow through the liver. Her house is
the way to hell [Comment 4]. What vivid language for the enticement to sin yet
equally graphic language of stern warnings of falling prey to sin. This may speak of
sin in its entirety as well as sensual sin. Sin has many forms and allurements even
more so in this day in age where the virtual idolatrous worship of sports, pleasure
and leisure, fame and the lure of riches abound. Where they are sought after with
great desire there can be eternal loss of the life of service of the believer as described
in 1 Corinthians 3:15. By binding the word continually upon our hearts it will lead
and keep us, as God has promised (Prov. 6:21-22). Ron Busby

From Mount Forest: From Proverbs 6:20 there has been an emphasis on caution
in dealing with sexual temptation, one of the primary objectives of wise instruction
(as noted e.g., in Prov.2:16-20). The necessity for such guidance reflects our distinct
human weakness, but it is sad to note that even Solomon was not immune himself,
and Ecclesiastes 2 attests to his dangerous pursuit of desires of the flesh! Although
Solomon's focus here is mainly on preventive instruction to a younger man, lessons
concerning the value of purity apply to both genders (and all age groups).

Before chapter 7, wisdom is not personified. We found it interesting, however,
to see wisdom now appears as a woman, not a man (Prov.7:4; 8:1). God's self-
description in Scripture usually uses masculine words, in keeping with His
dominion. Perhaps feminine descriptions could therefore reveal divine subjection,
or other important attributes. Purity in ‘the fear of the Lord’ in a virgin and a married
woman are exemplary characteristics (Prov.31:30; 2 Cor.11:2; 1 Pet.3:2). God is
elsewhere attributed female characteristics of a good mother, e.g., Isaiah 66:13
(though divine love excels: Isa.49:15). We noted that although God transcends
gender distinctions both genders are required for mankind to be in God's image
(Gen.1:27), and masculine Bible references are often used when both genders are
included (e.g., ‘men’ in Mat.6:14). Proverbs 8 does not speak of God specifically as
‘she’ (feminine to the exclusion of masculine), nor should we, because the Godhead
in scriptural language is directly addressed in masculine words, and we rightly speak
of the Father or the Son as ‘He’. Though we do not address ourselves to the Spirit
directly, the language of masculine gender is clearly applicable to the Holy Spirit too
(e.g., John 14:16-17, where ‘another helper’ (Gk. allos Paraklētos) - is masculine,
even though ‘Spirit’ (Gk. Pneuma) is a neuter word.

God the Father is usually seen in ‘He’ and ‘Him’ of Proverbs 8:22-31, but these
could refer to the Trinity of Yahweh Elohim of Genesis 2:4 (often seen just as
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Yahweh, e.g., Gen.6:5-7), with wisdom being an attribute employed by the Trinity.
It is usual to see the wisdom ‘by Him’ in Proverbs 8:30-31 as representing the Son,
bearing in mind 1 Corinthians 1:30 and the Eternal Son's role in creation (John 1:3)
though the Spirit's wise workmanship might comparably be seen here (Gen.1:2; cp.
Job 26:13; Rom.5:5).

Proverbs 9 uses a structure that teaches by contrast and comparison, especially
in the distinction between the wise and the foolish. The contrasts are subtle in some
respects. We noted the distinct similarities between parts of the wise woman’s
words of appeal and those of folly too. Because our warfare is against a master of
deception, we need to carefully distinguish between opposing objectives in things
appealing to our senses. These days, sexual deviance and immorality are enticingly
encouraged using reference to ‘love’, even though real love in its purity would heed
wisdom's warnings and avoid the awful consequences of such wrong behaviour.

Geoff Hydon

From Ravulapalem: The beauty of the written and incarnate word Throughout the
book of Proverbs we find the person who finds wisdom saves lives. Wisdom wins
souls (Prov. 11:30). In chapter 8 wisdom is inviting unwise people to attain it and in
public places utters strong advice and warning to gain it (8:1-4). In the promise of
wisdom there is life but not death. Knowledge and understanding are similar words.
It is calling to people to pay attention and is incomparable to other things.

Chapter 2:1-5 has shown us that the call to wisdom is like the invitation of a
loving elder to a child. If one receives the word and hides it as a commandment in
his heart and seeks it like silver and treasures, the understanding and finding of
knowledge produces the fear of the Lord. Wisdom’s mouth speaks words of truth
and righteousness. Receiving knowledge is better than the possessing of rubies. All
things that may be desired are not to be compared to her (8:11).

By wisdom kings rule and princes decree justice. The fruit of wisdom is better
than fine gold and choice silver. God possessed wisdom before the foundation of
the earth. Wisdom was set up from everlasting. Verse 21 of chapter 8 says wisdom
gives prosperity, spiritual heritage and fullness to those who love and embrace it. It
promises blessing to those who follow God’s ways.

David, while praying for remission of sins and sanctification, requested God to
make him know wisdom in the hidden parts of his body (Ps. 51:6). Moses in Psalm
90:12 asks God to give him a wise heart. Hosea shows that the knowledge of God
is of more value than burnt offerings (6:6).

Jesus grew in wisdom and in favour with God and men. Solomon asked God
and got wisdom. The depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God is
beyond measure (Rom. 11:33). All the treasures of wisdom and knowledge are
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hidden in Christ, as Paul says in Colossians 2:3. God made foolish the wisdom of
the world (1 Cor. 1:20). James strongly advises anybody who lacks wisdom to ask
God for it (James 1:5).

How grateful we are to have the wisdom which comes from above and ‘the
peace of God, which passes all understanding’ (Phil. 4:7) and keeps our hearts and
minds through Christ Jesus. S. J. M. Edward

From Surulere: There is a velvety richness and enthralling fascination as we pore
over the ravishing description of wisdom of herself, in a sort of self-portrait: ‘I,
wisdom, dwell together with prudence; I possess knowledge and discretion’ (Prov.
8:12 NIV). There is an irresistible attraction as wisdom displays in a panoply of self-
assured recitals, the merits, virtues and benefits of possessing her: ‘By me kings reign
and rulers issue decrees that are just. With me are riches and honour, enduring
wealth and prosperity. My fruit is better than fine gold, what I yield surpasses choice
silver’ (vv. 18-19).

It is akin to standing at the top of a powerful waterfall, observing its relentless
surge downwards, as wisdom delves into a hoary time beyond mortal and angelic
comprehension: ‘The LORD brought me forth as the first of his works, before his
deeds of old; I was formed long ages ago, at the very beginning, when the world
came to be. I was there when he set the heavens in place, when he marked out the
horizon on the face of the deep’ (vv. 22-23, 27).

The written word is of the most excellent nature, as it has the imprimatur of the
inerrant and infallible God: ‘All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness,
that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work’
(2 Tim. 3:16-17 NKJV). These verses are a soothing summation of the essence of the
written word, which accords with the assertions of wisdom in Proverbs 8.

Indeed, ‘every word of God is pure’ (Prov. 30:5) and God’s word is ‘a lamp to
my feet and a light to my path’ (Ps. 119:105). The writer to the Hebrews spoke
exultingly thus: ‘For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any
two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and
marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart’ (Heb. 4:12).

The revelation of the Son of God as the incarnate Word of God transports us to
the dizzying heights of spiritual truth: ‘In the beginning was the Word, and the Word
was with God, and the Word was God. And the Word became flesh and dwelt
among us …’ (John 1:1,14). In the incarnate Word, not only ‘dwells all the fullness
of the Godhead bodily...’ (Col. 2:9) but also ‘all the treasures of wisdom and
knowledge’ (Col. 2:3).
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We are deeply thankful for the revelation given to the apostle Paul: ‘He is the
image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. For by Him all things were
created that are in heaven and that are on earth, visible and invisible, whether
thrones or dominions or principalities or powers. All things were created through
Him and for Him. And He is before all things, and in Him all things consist’ (Col.
1:15-17). Fred Ntido

From Victoria BC: In the portion assigned for this Bible Study, we were asked to
consider the beauties of the written and incarnate Word, in relation to chapter 8.
In this chapter, a believer in Christ can readily see our Lord Jesus in these word
pictures. The chapter starts out with the personification of wisdom. Wisdom is
calling for humanity to get wisdom. Proverbs 4:7 says, ‘Wisdom is the principal
thing; therefore get wisdom’ (KJV). A person shows spiritual discernment if he or she
is pursuing wisdom, for in doing so, you are seeking the kingdom of God. The fruit
of the wisdom of Jesus is better than gold, and better than the revenue of choice
silver. He is the one who leads in the way of righteousness, that we may inherit
substance and treasure. Jesus is the one from everlasting and was there when God
started, ‘in the beginning’. Jesus was there before the mountains were settled and
the hills were formed. He was there when there was no earth, fields, or the highest
parts of the world. He is ever the delight of the Lord God Almighty. Jesus has vast
eternal wisdom and wants to share this with believers who are genuinely looking for
a solid, time-tested, good way of living.

In chapters 6, 7, and touched on at the end of chapter 9, we have a method of
writing about sensitive topics without being salacious in doing so. The chapters
describe women who are behaving inappropriately in regard to their husbands and
virtual strange men, desiring inappropriate relations outside the bonds of marriage.
The scenes describe allurement, seduction, and empty promises that any kind of sin
will use to snare a person. 1 John 2:16-17 says we are enticed by the lust of the
flesh; the lust of the eye and the pride of life. Our old nature is attracted to things,
which is anything that takes us away from following the Lord. These can be sexual,
or seemingly innocent things, like a hobby of any kind, or joining clubs or
organizations. Of course, we must use wisdom in what we will be putting our
energies in to. That is why we must follow the wise woman described in chapter 8.
No sneaking around. She is seeking to enrich those who come and eat at her
banquet. Her ways will keep one safe from bad decisions and their consequences.
Following wisdom has benefits. We find in chapter 9:1 that wisdom has built her
house, and hewn out seven pillars. Could this verse be alluding to seven steps in
Acts 2:41-42? Those born-again ones were added, and continued steadfastly in
church of God things, like the Lord’s supper, praying, and ministering the apostles’
teaching. They were seeking God’s kingdom first, showing godly wisdom. God gave
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them the privilege of being in His house – to be living stones built up with others,
becoming His kingdom on earth [Comment 5]. Rodger Lefevre; Phil Williamson

COMMENTS
1. (Cromer): The Hebrew word qanah in 8:22, is variously translated as ‘possessed’
(KJV, ESV, NKJV, ASV, Darby, et al.); ‘made’ (Septuagint); ‘brought [me] forth’ (NIV);
‘formed’ (NLT). Strong's concordance gives the following definitions for qanah: ‘to
get, acquire; A primitive root; to erect, i.e. Create; by extension, to procure,
especially by purchase … by implication to own - attain, buy.’

A study of the incidence of qanah and its derivatives (KJV), provides the following
representative examples of its usual meaning in scripture:

Genesis 4:1: ‘I have gotten a man’; 14:18 & 22: ‘God, possessor of heaven and
earth’; 25:10: ‘Abraham purchased’; 33:19: ‘he bought a parcel of a field’; Exodus
15:16: ‘which thou hast purchased’; Leviticus 25:15: ‘thou shalt buy‘;
Deuteronomy 32:6: ‘that hath bought thee?’

Examples of derivatives of qanah are: Ruth 4:9: ‘I have bought’; Psalm 74:2:
‘thou hast purchased’; Proverbs 4:7 ‘get wisdom’; 23:23: ‘Buy the truth’;
Nehemiah 5:8: ‘redeemed our brethren’.

The main idea in all of the above is OWNERSHIP. Therefore, it would be true
to say, wisdom is a characteristic that BELONGS to God. In other words, wisdom is
and always has been, an essential part of the divine being. As we know from John
chapter 1, the Lord Jesus is ‘the Word’ who was ‘in the beginning with God’. He is
and always ‘was God’. Hence, wisdom was and is also an intrinsic and eternal
characteristic of God the Son. That being so, the incarnate Word is undoubtedly the
personification of divine wisdom, as others have noted: ‘in whom are all the
treasures of wisdom and knowledge hidden’ (Col. 2:3). J.J.

2. (Cromer): It may well be that restricting the passage in 8:22-31 to the person of
Christ is unfeasible as you say and I am sure readers will be helped by your
suggestion of a wider interpretation of the qualities of the Godhead as a whole being
in view here, which include those of the Lord Jesus whom the Spirit glorifies. Alec
Motyer wrote ‘We need not discuss whether 8:12-31 (especially vv. 22-31)
understands wisdom as a divine Person or whether, for vividness, it personifies the
idea of wisdom. Either way, the passage prepares for the New Testament revelation
of the Lord Jesus (1 Cor. 1:24.30; Col. 2:3), and its basic claim is clear: that before
any creative work was undertaken wisdom resided with the Lord and was uniquely
His, an attribute (to say the least) of God in eternity. The same link between the
Lord and wisdom is found in 1:29 where hating knowledge is the same as not
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choosing to fear the Lord’ (p. 317, ‘Roots: Let the Old Testament Speak’, Christian
Focus Press, 2009). P.D.

Verses 30-31 of chapter 8, as we are so often aware and hear in thanksgiving,
are applied on many occasions, especially at the Remembrance, in thanksgiving to
the Father regarding the fellowship of the Father and Son in their creative work.
That would not be deemed to be out of place in that setting, however, the balance
of interpretation would favour the passage to refer to the personification of wisdom,
taking into account verses 22-25.

On the other hand. Melbourne, in the 5th paragraph of their paper, present
another viewpoint which is indeed worthy of consideration. R.B.F .

The attribution of chapter 8:25-31, as a description of the active role the Lord
Jesus had in the creation of the world (cp. Heb. 1 vv. 2 & 10), is precious to many,
for whom the words of the P.H.S.S. hymn 67 aptly express these glorious thoughts:
‘In One from everlasting/ The wonderful I AM/ Found pleasures never wasting/ And
Wisdom was His name’. J.J.

3. (Greenock): Lot’s moral code was intact, as the Holy Spirit reveals in Peter’s
second epistle: ‘righteous Lot, sore distressed by the lascivious life of the wicked (for
that righteous man dwelling among them, in seeing and hearing, vexed his righteous
soul from day to day with their lawless deeds)’ (2 Pet. 2:7-8). The sad reality of the
corrupt society among whom Lot chose to live was that, apart from the miraculous
intervention of his heavenly visitors, the depraved mob would have overwhelmed
him in order to violate and sodomise his guests. Righteous Lot was caught on the
horns of a dilemma - either protect the honour of his visitors, or sacrifice the honour
of his daughters. As you rightly observe, Lot learned to his cost - and that of his
family - that ‘there is a way that seems right to a man, but its end is the way to death’
(Prov. 16:25). J.J.

4. (Melbourne): I recall a written comment on Proverbs 7 by Arnold Atkinson, in
which he compared the adulterous woman (and the disastrous effect she has on her
victims), to the Roman Catholic Church, with its extravagant buildings, the sensual
appeal of its rituals, music and incense, and its doctrine of works and priestly
absolution, all of which appeal to the flesh but enslave its adherents and lead them
to eternal destruction. We can readily apply the same assessment to other world
religions which display an alluring outward attractiveness, but lead their followers
into spiritual darkness and bondage and ultimately, to a lost eternity. J.J.

5. (Victoria B.C.): It is inevitable that the existence of the scriptural expression
‘seven pillars’ in connection with what one might perhaps call (if at a stretch) a
spiritual house in Proverbs 9:1 and the existence of our own expression in God’s
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house today of ‘the seven steps’ of Acts 2:41-42 would lead to such a connection
being made. And you have used that connection in a valid way. But I really could
not take it any further since for one thing there is no scriptural reference as such in
Acts 2 to seven steps (let alone seven pillars) and for another the concept and
existence of God’s house was and is a unique thing without counterpart, whereas
wisdom and folly both have houses (Prov. 9:4,14). P.D.

Feature
THE HOUSE OF GOD IN THE BOOK OF JEREMIAH (Part 1)
Introduction
Jeremiah’s calling from God to be a prophet to the nations came in his youth and
completely took him by surprise. He may have been in mid to late teenage years
and his reluctance to undertake such a responsibility can be well understood. He
would encounter strong opposition, even from his own people, but was assured of
the Lord’s presence and guidance with and for him to overcome all who would set
themselves against him (Jer. 1:5-6, 10,19).

His first message of warning was to the inhabitants of Jerusalem, principally
dealing with two particular wrongs committed by them – leaving the Lord aside in
their way of life and seeking help from other countries that would not be able to
give them the protection they sought. God alone is the fountain of living waters and
all others are comparable to cisterns that are broken and unable to contain a single
drop of water. From their formation as a nation, God had always been a caring
father and a loving husband to his people. Judgement against Israel was on its way
and would be unstoppable (2:13; 3:4, 14; 5:15; 6:6,19).

The House of God is a Place where the Word of the Lord is Taught and God is
Worshipped
Jeremiah was commanded to stand and speak to all the people of Judah who had
travelled to God’s dwelling place in Jerusalem with the purpose of engaging in praise
and thanksgiving to the Lord for all His mercies and loving-kindnesses. Sadly, there
was the danger of mere mouth confession rather than heart contrition, in which
case there was every likelihood that the Lord would forsake His residence among
them. He had witnessed His house being turned into a place of commerce and
corruption – how heart-rending that history repeated itself – this was the experience
of the Lord Jesus in two of His visits to the temple in Jerusalem (Jer. 7:1-2, 4,10-11,
14-15; cp. John 2:15-17 and Mark 11: 15,17).
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Praying in Vain and Provoking the Lord
The prophet was ordered by God not to pray for his people as they had crossed a
line by their wanton behaviour in the cities of Judah and streets of Jerusalem. It was
nothing less than the prevalence of pure idolatry, extending to the involvement of
Israelite children being forced to play a part in their detestable practices, and by so
doing desecrating the house of God (Jer. 7:16-20).

There is an ever-present danger of treating the service of the house of God in a
slipshod manner today, where there can be more concern for personal status,
worldly advancement and the accumulation of individual wealth, resulting in the
neglect of God’s kingdom, as happened with Israel. Only by adhering to the
teaching of the way of God as shown in Scripture can we know the power and
blessing of God in daily living for Him (Jer. 7:23).

Turning Away from the Truth of God
When God’s clear voice to us through His word is disregarded, or even worse
deliberately defied, there is no telling how far we can slip and fall from the high
standard of pledged obedience to Him. As with His people of old, fallacious and
false practices can then come into play followed by the tragic removal of joy in what
we can do for Him (Jer.7:28, 30-31,34).

The apostle Paul was very wary of the slick and sly strategies of the evil one,
Satan himself, doing everything within his power to deceive and influence God’s
own from the life of faith and faithfulness that is so well-pleasing to Him (Acts 20:30;
1 Tim. 4:1; 2 Tim. 4:3-4). R.B. Fullarton, Bathgate
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Introducing . . . April
A FALSE BALANCE OR A JUST WEIGHT?
Two Hebrew words, mirmah and
shalem, are contrasted in Proverbs 11:
‘A false (mirmah) balance is an
abomination to the LORD: but a just
(shalem) weight is his delight’ (Prov.
11:1 RV). Strong gives the following
definitions:
False: Mirmah: deceit, treachery; craft,
false, feigned, guile.
Just: Shalem: complete, safe, at peace;
full, just, made ready, peaceable,
perfected, quiet.
[Note: shalem is closely related to
shalom: peace, completeness,
soundness, welfare].

In chapter 12, mirmah is contrasted
with peace (shalom) and joy: ‘Deceit
(mirmah) is in the heart of them that
devise evil: but to the counsellors of
peace (shalom) is joy’ (Prov. 12:20).

Mirmah appears again in Daniel
chapter 8, where it is translated ‘craft’
(RV) or ‘deceit’ (NKJV et al.), referring
to the ‘king of fierce countenance’—
the ‘little horn’ (Dan. 8:12), who casts
down truth to the ground: ’through his
policy he shall cause craft’ [deceit and
treachery] ‘to prosper in his hand’
(Dan. 8:23-25).

Across the world, we see abundant
evidence of the deceitful, malevolent
spirit of antichrist. Corruption; gross
immorality; the destruction of the
nuclear family; the sinister trans-
human agenda and more. Especially

significant is the upsurge in genocidal
hatred of Israel, assisted by a partisan
news media, who turn truth on its
head, characterising lawless terrorists as
victims and the defenders of law and
order as aggressors. ‘Woe to those who
call evil good, and good evil; who put
darkness for light, and light for
darkness; who put bitter for sweet, and
sweet for bitter!’ (Is. 5:20 NKJV).

How thankful we are that the One
who weighs the motives and actions of
both rich and poor, of those who have
power and those who don’t—who
hates falsehood and deceit, who
delights in truth and justice—will
descend from heaven to overthrow the
monstrous rule of that despotic Satan-
possessed beast of a man, the
personification of deceit and evil,
whose shadow is even now falling
across our world. Instead of the lies and
malice of him ‘who opposes and exalts
himself above all that is called God or
that is worshipped’ (2 Thes. 2:4), the
King of Kings will ‘slay [him] with the
breath of his mouth’ (2 Thes. 2:8 RV).
In that day, He will redress the false
balance and restore truth, honesty,
justice and peace to this world.

‘Let the rivers clap their hands; let
the hills be joyful together before the
Lord, for He is coming to judge the
earth. With righteousness He shall
judge the world, and the peoples with
equity.’ (Ps 98:8-9 NKJV). J.J.
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From Study Groups . . .
PITHY PROVERBS (PROVERBS 10, 11 & 12)
From Aberdeen: Three particular statements found in Proverbs 11:1; 11:20 &
12:22 express the LORD’s delight in: (1) Conducting affairs without deceit; (2)
Living a life of truth and integrity; and (3) Dealing truly. All these were manifested
in the life of the Lord Jesus. In Proverbs 11:1 ‘a just weight’ is a delight to the LORD
and stands in contrast to ‘a false balance’. The implied business dealings involving
the use of deceit are the opposite of a godly character: of Christ we read: ‘neither
was any deceit in his mouth’ (Is. 53:9 RV).

In Proverbs 11:20 ‘such as are perfect in [their] way’ are the LORD’s delight.
God’s way is perfect (Ps. 18:30) - the same word is translated ‘upright’ in the AV.
Christ manifested God’s undefiled, holy character as He walked this earth.

In Proverbs 12:22 ‘they that deal truly’ are a delight to the LORD. The Devil, the
prince of this world ‘stood not in the truth’ (John 8:44), but the Son of God came
into this world to ‘bear witness unto the truth’ (18:37) and indeed to ‘destroy the
works of the devil’ (1 John 3:8). Lies disturbed the tranquillity of Eden but now Christ
is our ‘peace’, and ‘in Christ’ we are secure from the evil one (John 16:33).

‘The LORD will not suffer the soul of the righteous to famish’ (Prov. 10:3). ‘The
merciful man doeth good to his own soul’ (11:17). ‘The liberal soul shall be made
fat’ (11:25). These are three pithy sayings associated with the soul. The living word
of God - the sword of the Spirit - divides asunder soul and spirit. Elijah prayed to
the LORD, ‘And the LORD hearkened to the voice of Elijah; and the soul of the
child came into him again, and he revived’ (1 Kin. 17:21). Being righteous, merciful
and liberal are worthy personality traits to aspire to; personal blessings are
connected with each. Surely these are three godly traits by which we can know
blessing within our own souls. James Johnson

From Aberkenfig: The first nine chapters have been like an introduction to the
contents of this book of the Bible; now we come to the ‘meatier’ proverbs which
follow on as chapter 10 opens a new section. Most verses are a couplet called a
distich consisting of two sentences in one verse, each illustrating the other, but
having the opposite viewpoint to the other. So, Solomon gives the positive and
negative to emphasise every aspect to which he refers.

Throughout these three chapters, there are numerous references to the
communication of speech by mouth, lips and tongue, reminding us of James 4:1-
12 in which we are told that so much damage can be caused by such a little member
as the tongue. An old aphorism states ‘Tis better to keep quiet and be considered a
fool than to open the mouth removing all doubts’ - a statement that has biblical
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support, e.g. Ecclesiastes 5:1-2, and which was endorsed by the Lord Himself in
Matthew 6:7, and to some extent in Luke 18:9-14 by the Pharisees. Solomon is
showing how a wise man refrains his lips (Prov. 10: 19), thus pleasing the Lord, as
he builds up to a crescendo. Micah 6:8,12 expands this even further. The Lord Jesus
in Matthew 15:11, 17-18, and Mark 7:18-21 (the same incident with the Holy Spirit
emphasising the importance) shows that ‘which proceeds out of the mouth defiles
the person’. This is clearly shown in 11:20 and again in 12:22 where we are told
that such speech and perverseness of the heart is an ‘abomination to the Lord’. Paul
had similar words in Colossians 3:1a: ‘whatever ye do in word or in deed, do all in
the name of the Lord Jesus’; in 4:6a: ‘let your speech be always with grace’; and
again, in Titus 2:8a: ‘sound speech that cannot be condemned’.

Leading on from the topics of speech and heart condition we find there is a
natural link to pride and deceit, contrasting them to righteousness and integrity,
affecting daily lives. Such topics affect our everyday life. Pride itself, if not checked,
leads on to boasting and eventually to deceit and wickedness. Such characteristics
are abhorrent in the sight of God. These are not to be found in the believer, but
they start in the tiniest of ways of the condition of the heart and grow internally.

The words ‘righteous’ and righteousness regularly occur throughout chapters 11
& 12 showing their importance to God: they are diametrically opposed to pride and
perverseness which are an abomination to God. Nowhere in scripture do we read
of God repenting that He made provision for the redemption of man, but rather
that He repented that He made man. Even though Adam was created a perfect
righteous human, God knew that he would be disobedient, thus becoming an
unrighteous sinner. However, of Enoch, the seventh generation from Adam, we are
told in Genesis 5: 22-23 that after he begat Methuselah, he walked with God and
Amos 3:3 states ‘shall two walk together, except they have agreed?’ Verse 24 of
Genesis says that Enoch ‘walked with God and he was not; for God took him’. It
was as if he was already in heaven itself. It is also recorded that Noah (Enoch’s great-
grandson) found grace in the eyes of the Lord (Gen. 6:8) and he was a righteous
man (v. 9). Similar words are found in Ezekiel 14:14 regarding Daniel and Job (see
also Dan. 1; 9:23; Job 1:1) who, with Noah, were righteous men. Whether it was
their integrity, humility and being mighty in prayer, yet ‘they shall deliver their own
souls by their righteousness’. The most and only righteous man was our blessed Lord
Jesus who did no sin neither was guile found in Him. What an example to follow.

Bill Paterson

From Cromer: Opposites With Chapter 10 there begins a list of proverbs, which
encapsulate in easily remembered form wise sayings that can be passed on. We
ought to remember that in biblical times most ordinary people were illiterate,
although their memory of the spoken word was much better than ours. We pass on
proverbial sayings ourselves, for instance ‘pride goes before a fall’ (cp. Prov. 11:2
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and 16:18). Many of the apophthegms in the Book of Proverbs contain contrasting
pairs of a statement and its opposite.

The Righteous Chapters 10, 11 and 12 frequently refer to ‘the righteous’; but who
are they? Scripture assumes that its readers should know what is right. Some
passages in the Pentateuch give specific instructions and prohibitions, but a book
like Proverbs appeals to a general sense of right and wrong, such as Paul referred to
in Romans 1 and 2. C.S. Lewis claimed that all major religions accept a basic set of
principles, which he called the Tao, which he defined as an objective system of
values. We have seen in recent times prominent people speaking about ‘my truth’;
we can be sure that such a person is a liar, and is not worthy of any attention.

Examples The syllabus invites us to consider the theme of ‘righteousness’ with
regard to biblical or modern characters. However, such a choice must necessarily
be invidious, since any human character must have some faults which blemish his
record [Comment 1]. For instance, Nelson Mandela of South Africa suffered years
of unjust imprisonment in patience and humility, without any retaliation when he
came to power, yet he was not perfect. In the UK William Wilberforce, who became
a Christian believer, was a leader in the anti-slavery movement, culminating in the
Slavery Abolition Act of 1833, which forbade slavery within the British Empire. Yet
cavils could be found in his conduct. The only valid epitome of righteousness is the
Lord Jesus himself; He cannot be charged with fault. Peter Hickling

From Glasgow: Things that delight the Lord—Proverbs 11:1, 20 and 12:22 We
note first both warning and assurance: ‘The LORD abhors dishonest scales, but
accurate weights are his delight’ (11:1 NIV). This statement of the value that God
places on honest dealings appears in the Law given at Sinai, and is amplified in the
rehearsal given before entry to the promised land (Lev. 19:36, 27:34; Deut. 25:13-
16). We note also God’s reminders of His righteous character, and care and mercy
for His people Israel, in Deuteronomy 19, in the refrain, ‘I am the LORD your God’,
and in verse 36 (as to honesty in weights and measures), ‘… who brought you out
of Egypt’. God’s people today also ought to express that uprightness in witness and
conduct.

The righteous, and the outcomes of their lives In the early chapters of Genesis we
observe the sad outcome of Lot’s righteous grief at the ungodly practices of Sodom’s
townsfolk (see 2 Pet. 2:5-9). Despite being rescued by faithful Abram (Gen. 14), Lot
continued to stay in Sodom with its notorious reputation (Gen. 18:20). We deplore
what Lot proposed under pressure from the men of the town (Gen. 19:6-8), and we
would wonder at the mercy the Lord granted to Lot, his wife and daughters, were
it not that we are sinners saved by grace, while we heed the outcome for Lot’s wife,
who looked back and did not escape judgment.
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We close by contrasting Lot’s choices with Noah’s obedience and faith in
preparing the ark, whereby eight souls were saved (Heb. 11:7). Like Noah, we today
can be preachers of righteousness, if men and women listen to the preaching, and
obey God’s call to turn in repentance to Him, and to have faith in our Lord Jesus
(Acts 20:21). Martin Archibald

From Greenock: We can find out what things our God likes if we look at the record
of his works. If we start with creation, we see that God is a God of ‘absolutes’.
Heaven and earth are separate places, light and dark are separated and the oceans
of the world are separated from the dry land (Gen. 1:1,4,9).

Few people adhere to the concept of right and wrong today but prefer to see
‘grey areas’ and ‘white lies’. The concept of ‘my truth’ whereby an individual’s point
of view is validated by personal experience in contrast with the world as observed.
A colour-blind person will not recognise the range of colours a healthy person sees.
If they were to argue that their view was the universal truth or even if they say it is
‘my truth’ the vast majority of people would disagree. Colour-blindness affects
around 8% of people. ‘The Truth, the Whole Truth and Nothing but the Truth’ is
expected of a witness in a law court. The writer, Sir Walter Scott wrote –‘Oh, what
a tangled web we weave when first we practise to deceive’.

The Lord accurately describes the Devil as ‘… a murderer from the beginning,
not holding to the truth, for there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks his
native language, for he is a liar and the father of lies’ (John 9:44 NIV). He lied to
Eve, and by his entrapment of Eve, he was directly the cause of death and
consequently the death of all mankind since.

Our speech should always be truthful. Exaggeration and understatement are
every bit as dishonest as a lie. The disciples were taught that they should be careful
in their speech – saying ‘yes’ should mean YES; likewise saying ‘no’ should mean
NO (Mat. 5:37). To go beyond that is falling into the language of the Devil. Without
a doubt, this makes it hard to be a practising Christian. We should note that
Matthew does not give an option for silence. ‘Silence can never be misquoted’
(30th US President Calvin Coolidge) might be true but is frequently used as an
excuse to avoid later criticism. ‘I did not ‘say that’ or ‘agree to that’ is often heard
on the lips of those advocating silence. ‘Sitting on the fence’ is usually
uncomfortable.

Many professions thrive on being ‘economical with the truth’. That phrase was
made famous by Sir Robert Armstrong, Cabinet Secretary to the British Government,
during a legal case in 1987, trying to prevent the disclosure of the activities of British
MI5 (Military Intelligence). A recent poll of 1,200 UK workers revealed the least
trustworthy were politicians (78.1%); journalists (37.7%); and used car salesmen
(27.4%). The most trusted were doctors (61.3%); nurses (40%) and teachers (36.9%).
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Members of the Christian community sadly are missing in the ‘most trusted’ or –
thankfully – ‘least trusted’. That gives a strong indicator of how little contact most
people in the UK have with Christianity. It appears that the ‘Post Office scandal’
shows large businesses can also have a culture of dishonesty.

From the passage we are considering, it is clear we must be honest both in
physical transactions and in our speech. The apostle Paul gives practical guidance.
We cannot avoid dishonesty. This does not suggest living a cloistered life. We are to
‘Go into all the world and preach the gospel to all creation’ (Mark 16:15 NIV). The
Christian community in Corinth is told not to keep company with any in the church
whose behaviour would bring the church into disrepute (1 Cor. 5:10-13).

If we are not honest and truthful, as disciples of the Lord Jesus we will bring
dishonour to His name as well as our own reputation. Remember we follow the
Lord who said of himself, ‘I am the truth’ (John 14:6). Steve Henderson

From Melbourne: With the end of the allegorical chapters based on the twin
personifications of Wisdom and Folly, and their characteristics, chapter 10
immediately announces that what follows are ‘the proverbs of Solomon’. These are
pithy proverbs indeed to read and digest so that they might penetrate our minds
and ultimately influence our conduct. We are all familiar with various maxims and
aphorisms from our early days to guide us, such as ‘a rolling stone gathers no moss’,
therefore, stay active! However, the sayings of Solomon as led by the Spirit of God,
are infinitely more valuable. Why? Because they reflect in most (if not all) cases the
character, conduct and teaching of the One ‘greater than Solomon’, who was
manifested some 900 years or so later.

The truths contained in chapters 10 to 12 exhort not only practical advice for a
healthy, productive life as in 10:5: ‘he who gathers in summer is a prudent son’,
followed by the converse: ‘but he who sleeps in harvest is a son who brings shame’.
They give insights to the heart of God and His relationship with His beloved Son,
our Lord Jesus. The opening proverb of chapter 10: ‘a wise son makes a glad father’
takes on a divine significance when we consider the Son’s deepest desire to do his
Father’s will (see John 4:34 for confirmation). Other proverbs reflect primarily God’s
longing for just and holy speech, honest actions, and His abhorrence of selfish,
unjust and downright evil conduct. Ultimately God will judge the unrepentant
evildoer accordingly, but the warning is clear, as in ‘be assured, an evil person will
not go unpunished’ (Prov.11:21 ESV). Even the tendency to indiscretion, a trait
which we surely all share from time to time, is rebuked for our learning, in the most
effective and visually startling proverb of 11:22: ‘like a gold ring in a pig’s snout is a
beautiful woman without discretion’. Did Solomon have someone in mind, amongst
his many wives and concubines? [he may well have had one or many in mind! –
Eds.].
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Righteousness is the quality which is most prized according to the proverbs
master, as in ‘the mouth of the righteous brings forth wisdom’ (10:31); ‘the
righteousness of the blameless keeps his way straight’ (11:5); and ‘whoever is
righteous has regard for the life of his beast’ (12:10), being salutary examples.
‘Righteous’ is defined in the Collins Dictionary as ‘proceeding from accepted
standards of morality … or virtuous’, however, ‘accepted’ is a very ‘loose knot’
today. God’s view of what is righteous is seen in the lives of His many faithful
servants - Abel and his offering from the flock (Gen. 4:4); Naboth and his desire to
preserve the inheritance of his fathers (1 Kin. 21:3); both of whom paid the ultimate
price for their stand, as did Stephen (Acts 7:60), while ‘righteous Lot’ (2 Pet. 2:7)
was saved from Sodom despite the fact that he had moved into that dreadful city.
And, of course, the prophets of both Old and New covenants, and the godly
apostles, but excluding the rather mysterious ‘super apostles’ of 2 Corinthians 11
[Comment 2]. Who are God’s righteous ones today? Not as the world assesses, we
judge, but those who are known to Him and who may also have to pay a high price
for their stand on behalf of God’s holiness, and, we add, perhaps on behalf of God’s
spiritual house. Consider Proverbs 11:18b ‘...one who sows righteousness gets a
sure reward’. Roy Dickson

From Mount Forest: Perhaps these three chapters are primarily about what integrity
looks like in practice: in thought, word and deed (speech is frequently in focus, e.g.
Prov. 10:11, 20-21, 31-32). The alternatives are depicted in black or white
descriptions. The instruction is thus often given in parallel but contrasting thoughts,
linked in our English by ‘but’. In some of the proverbs two negative illustrations are
linked by ‘and’ (e.g. 10:10,18) and occasionally two positive statements follow each
other (10:22; 11:25,30; 12:28), in both cases to reinforce what has just been said.
The context determines the English translation, as the Hebrew expresses both ‘and’
and ‘but’ by the same prefix. This balancing of short statements has an added
advantage of being more easily memorized.

Proverbs usually provide a brief instruction based on principles that are true to
experience. However, being truisms does not mean they apply at all times and
equally to all people; they are general statements, for which any exceptions simply
prove the rule. We can safely treat them as promises, but must not question their
overall fulfilment (or the divine author's truthfulness) when bigger picture issues
known to God result in perhaps unexpected outcomes for us as individuals (e.g.
Prov.10:3 compared to Deut.8:1-4; 1 Cor.4:11). We do not always grasp the reason
for a divine initiative, because we view things with too little spiritual insight. The
Bible proverbs view life through the lens of God's revealed law and purpose. And
they express the spirit of the law, for the wise to apply (Prov. 1:5; 10:8). Hence,
Proverbs 11:22 is consistent with 1 Samuel 16:7. Even Samuel could be confused
by appearances! Likewise, James 2 guides against undue preferences. These
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proverbs emphasize the fact that attempts to cover over our inner faults do not work
before the penetrating gaze of a holy God. And He can reveal our weaknesses to
others when our wrong thoughts lead to the types of wrong actions the proverbs so
often highlight.

True righteousness is always associated with well-founded faith. The ‘righteous’
person is mentioned explicitly almost 30 times in just these three chapters. But belief
of itself is inadequate, and modern so-called faith-healers may unrighteously blame
their own ineffectiveness on the un-cured’s lack of faith! And how sad that some
folks will come to your door and try to convert you to their false religion, while their
wrongly-directed faith denies the deity of Christ. Therefore, although these chapters
reveal much practical wisdom seen in righteous lives, their value is not found in
mere memorization of trite phrases, but putting thoughtful and faithful reliance on
God's revealed word (Prov.2: 5-15). If not, then the vital introduction to these
proverbs will also explain our failure and loss (1:29-31). Geoff Hydon

From Ravulapalem: Things that are hateful and delightful to God Solomon, the
writer of Proverbs, describes the comparison in different verses in this book. The
law in the days of Moses to the people of God clearly states that righteousness and
honesty are the responsible characteristics of the people of God. The Lord feels
happy with those who are upright in their ways. Jesus said that His father knows the
hearts of human beings and the thing which is exalted in the sight of men is hateful
to God (Luke 16:15).

‘You shall do no injustice in judgment, in measurement of length, weight, or
volume’ (Lev. 19:35 NKJV). Solomon was writing about false balances which are
hateful to the Lord (Prov. 11:1). They were to use accurate scales (Deut. 25:13).
God’s hatred for unkindness, ignorance, injustice and idolatry is explained by Micah
in chapter 6. He sent Moses, Aaron and Miriam before the people to lead them in
righteousness. The treasures of wickedness are in the house of the wicked and
deficient measures are hateful to God (v. 10). Micah asks a rhetorical question:
whether the wicked balances and deceitful weights can be counted pure (v. 11)?

Frowardness is abominable to the Lord. The upright attract divine favour (Prov.
11:20). Isaiah 61: 8 tells us doing justice is delightful to God and as he hates robbery
and injustice for burnt offerings. Light is shown for the righteous and gladness for
the upright in heart. It is impossible to be delightful to God without faith (Heb. 11:
6). A froward heart will depart from the Lord and the Lord will not want to know a
wicked person. A broken heart and spirit are more acceptable to God than burnt
offerings (Ps. 51:16).

Lying lips are an abomination to the Lord but they that deal truly are his delight
(Prov. 12:22). Those who lie without fear are hateful to the Lord. We must be very
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careful in this aspect. We can see from the incident of Ananias and Sapphira in the
book of the Acts that God was offended and imposed punishment on them.

Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace goodwill toward men. Wherefore
we labour, that whether present or absent, we may be accepted of Him (2 Cor.
5:9). S. J. M. Edward

From Surulere: Things that delight the Lord In a deeply ambivalent world where
standards of behaviour are often premised on situational ethics and the convenience
of individuals, it is reassuring to know there are immutable standards stipulated by
the Almighty God. And He does not merely legislate that which is acceptable
behaviour. He actively participates and delights in upholding these precepts:
‘Dishonest scales are an abomination to the LORD, but a just weight is His delight’
(Prov.11:1 NKJV).

The dishonest scales, metaphorically reflective of any underhand and subterfuge
exploits, not simply restricted to commercial enterprise, confers undue advantage
on one party at the expense and detriment of another. The Lord God declares such
as an abomination before Him. And indeed, the prophet Micah eloquently states
the Lord’s innate sense of justice, equity and fairness: ‘He has shown you, O man,
what is good; and what does the LORD require of you but to do justly, to love mercy
and to walk humbly before your God? (Mic. 6:8).

It is imperative that the Judge of all the earth, who will always do right
(Gen.18:25) must of necessity convey His likes and displeasures to the sons of men.
For of a truth, ‘This is the message which we have heard from Him and declare to
you, that God is light and in Him is no darkness at all’ (1 John 1:5). His children
accordingly will, like the psalmist declare: ‘Through your precepts I get
understanding; therefore I hate every false way’ (Ps. 119:104).

The perverse or crooked in heart, whose heart is a confluence of falsehood and
deception, riles the LORD and is an abomination to Him: ‘Those who are of a
perverse heart are an abomination to the LORD, but the blameless in their ways are
His delight’ (Prov. 11:20). From the dawn of time the LORD Almighty has extolled
the virtues of a blameless life and His boundless delight in it. To Satan He said of
Job: ‘“Have you considered My servant Job, that there is none like him on the earth,
a blameless and upright man, one who fears God and shuns evil”’ (Job 1:8).

Likewise, God raised with Cain the blessedness of a pure and blameless heart
and life: ‘So the LORD said to Cain, “Why are you angry? And why has your
countenance fallen? If you do well, will you not be accepted? And if you do not do
well, sin lies at the door. And its desire is for you, but you should rule over it”’ (Gen.
4:6-7).
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God is a God of truth and as such: ‘Lying lips are an abomination to the LORD,
but those who deal truthfully are His delight’ (Prov. 12:22). Of the Devil, the Lord
Jesus Christ declared: ‘You are of your father the devil, and the desires of your father
you want to do. He was a murderer from the beginning and does not stand in the
truth, because there is no truth in him When he speaks a lie, he speaks from his
own resources, for he is a liar and the father of it' (John 8:44). Fred Ntido

From Victoria BC: Things that delight the Lord Chapter 11: 1 speaks of a just
weight (KJV) or literally, a perfect stone. God wants absolute fairness when buying
and selling and in all avenues of our lives. Imagine if Christians and everyone else
used false weights and measures in our dealing with each other. In Leviticus 19:35
it says that in all commerce we are to be fair in meteyard, weight and measure, the
three things in which we trade and measure. It is something that should be second
nature to a people that read their Bible daily and pray to God, for God is all about
fairness and balance. He is all about honesty and truth for Jesus is the truth (John
14:6). When we think of perfect stones, we think of Isaiah 28:16 which describes a
tried stone, a precious corner stone. This, of course, is speaking of the Son of God,
the Lord Jesus Christ who is God manifest in flesh (1 Tim. 3:16). Daniel 2:45
describes the Lord Jesus coming as a stone smashing the previous kingdoms of earth
and ridding the earth of the memory of them, and replacing them with His kingdom
of perfection, fairness, truth, grace and kindness. A kingdom where a wolf will lie
down with a lamb. Isaiah describes this marvellous kingdom in chapter 11:6.

The second thing that delights the Lord are those whose lives are upright and in
a manner befitting saints. They are like the Psalmist who delighted in the law of the
Lord and meditated on it day and night (Ps. 1). The psalmist wanted to know God’s
precepts, laws, ways and so to walk in these things as well (see Ps. 119). There are
so many false ways out in our communities. Different religions abound, and now
we face AI (Artificial Intelligence) which can create a great many false and yet
seemingly true things for us to be caught by. We can rely on our God to lead us
daily and He has spoken to us by his holy prophets, so we may know which way
we are to walk.

The third thing we find in chapter 12:22 are lying lips. These are an abomination
to the Lord. Instead, He delights in those that deal truly. The Hebrew word for truly
is nearly the same as for trust, and it appears to be close to the Hebrew spelling for
artist. Art takes time to hone and be good at. It is the same for honesty. It must be
practised. It is very easy to slip into lying to smooth the way for oneself.

People like David the king, the apostle Paul, the evangelist Billy Graham, U.S.
President Reagan, Guy Jarvie, Corrie Ten Boom followed Jesus successfully. We can
too. Rodger Lefevre; Phil Williamson
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COMMENTS
1. (Cromer): There are those however whose faults are highlighted in Scripture
whom Scripture nevertheless describes as righteous, e.g. Noah (Gen 6:9) and
Zacharias (Luke 1:5 – 6). P.D.

2. (Melbourne): The phrase ‘super apostles’ is found in some of the more recent
Bible translations. Older versions translate the Greek adverb lian as ‘chiefest’, which,
I think, is a more accurate representation of Paul’s meaning. He is probably alluding
to Peter, James and John, who by reason of their closeness to the Lord Jesus during
His public ministry, would naturally be held in high esteem—not to be confused
with the false apostles Paul mentions later in the same chapter. J.J.

Feature
THE HOUSE OF GOD IN THE BOOK OF JEREMIAH (Part 2)
Israel’s Departure from the God of their Salvation
The wonderful deliverance of the nation of Israel from the furnace of affliction in
Egypt and God’s promise of eventual settlement in a land they would be able to call
their own, should have resulted in their listening carefully to and consistently
obeying His voice. Sadly, that did not happen, and the covenant God made with
their forefathers was trampled underfoot by the generation of Jeremiah’s time. Their
abhorrent behaviour of sacrificing to man-made idols culminated in divine
judgment and Jeremiah, having earlier endorsed God’s entreating them to obey with
the spoken ‘Amen’, was instructed not to utter one prayer petition on their behalf.
The multiplication of self-gratification and worldly pursuits took them away from the
path of service to the Lord and caused untold damage, insomuch that the Lord
decided to abandon His house. His people’s heartlessness towards His interests left
them powerless and hopeless, which had a clear parallel in the Lord’s time (Jer.
11:4, 8,10,14; 12:7,11; cp. Mat. 23:38).

How different the life of earthly sojourn of our Lord Jesus. Faced with the offer
of world rule and attendant glory by a guileful Adversary, He answered the spurious
offer of Satan, by saying, ‘It is written, “you shall worship the Lord your God and
Him only shall you serve’’’ (Luke 4:5-8). He never once left off full commitment to
the Father’s will, living to do just that, from day to day (John 8:20; Is. 50:4).
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The Remedy to the Problem
The Lord in mercy speaks again to His people offering them the opportunity to make
the right choice between two options left to them: firstly, by choosing to put their
confidence in human flesh, with its attendant failings and disappointments, would
incur a curse upon them; alternatively, by trusting in the Lord alone, there would
be blessing. Making the latter choice would give them the assurance of access to
God’s throne and the opportunity to enjoy the protection of being in His presence
and His sanctuary (Jer. 17:5-8, 12).

The prophet was instructed to undertake journeys to the various gates in
Jerusalem at which he would faithfully declare the word of the Lord. If the people
diligently gave heed to what God was saying to them, acting upon His promises by
keeping the sabbath day holy, as a time specially dedicated to the Lord, He would
ensure the longevity of the royal dynasty of David in Jerusalem and the continuation
of the Levitical sacrifices of thanksgiving in the house of the Lord (vv. 24-26).

The cardinal requirement of not only giving the utmost attention to what God is
saying in His word but also exercising ourselves in prayer so that the Spirit of God
can motivate and activate us to do something about it, is emphasised by the Lord
Jesus in Luke 6:46-48. Digging deep in the goldmine of God’s word will produce a
strong foundation of unshakeable faith with which to resist the onslaughts of the
Adversary. R.B. Fullarton, Bathgate
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Introducing . . . May
THE SCORNER, THE SLUGGARD, THE BACKSLIDER
We can be pretty sure that Solomon
readily took on board all the wise
counsel and helpful instruction passed
on to him by his father David
throughout his growing years, and
thereafter. He would not turn his ear
away either from the swift rebuke
when he ‘crossed a line’ in his
behaviour. Thus, he was well qualified,
by the Spirit of God’s direction, to warn
others of the danger of neglecting, and
possibly deliberately ignoring, godly
parental advice. Likewise, he would
not be slow to act when a situation
demanded urgent attention. Rather
than sit back and adopt a lazy attitude
to life, procrastinating what has to be
done, he would be ‘up and doing’
(Prov. 13:1,4).

Being preoccupied with oneself to
the exclusion of the needs of others
presents the danger of the backsliding
of the heart from the work of God in
our lives. It’s easy to feel ‘we’ve done
our bit’ and unconsciously slacken
effort and commitment to the Lord’s
things. We cannot be sure of the exact
time and at what age slippage took
place with Solomon, though it started
early enough in marriage and gradually
worsened (Prov. 14:14; 1 Kin. 11:1-9).

The clear requirements of Israel
having a king in the land of promise

was to be prayerfully considered and
left to God as to the particular choice
of person to be ruler. The monarch had
not to be overly concerned with:

(a) accumulating vast numbers of
horses (either for sport and/or warfare
presumably);

(b) neither must he amass wives to the
extent that inordinate time would be
required to look after them to the
detriment of matters of state;

(c) nor stack up wealth for personal
gratification.

That could well be the road to
becoming a backslider. The answer to
all this was for the king to prioritise
God’s things, and be absorbed in
writing and reading the book of the law
of God, thereby ensuring a righteous
reign (Deut. 17:14-20).

Despite all Solomon’s writing,
composing and speaking 3,000
proverbs and 1,005 songs, his heart
was turned away from the Lord. Steeds
and silver, wives and concubines being
in abundance did not in any way
advance his spiritual prosperity; it
reversed it (1 Kin. 4:32-33; Eccles.
12:9-10; 1 Kin. 10:26-28; 11:1-8).

Where do we stand in these topics
today? R.B.F .
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From Study Groups . . .
WISE WORDS (PROVERBS 13, 14 & 15)
From Aberdeen: ‘Walk with wise men, and thou shalt be wise: but the companion
of fools shall smart for it’ (Prov. 13:20 RV). Here is an encouragement to keep wise
company because we are influenced by those with whom we habitually walk. On
the other hand, keeping company with foolish persons will result in a life spoiled.
The RV word ‘smart’ is translated as destroyed in the AV. It is from a primitive root
which means to mar (Strong). Paul warned the Colossian church to beware of being
spoiled by philosophy, vain deceit and the traditions of men (Col 2:8).

‘Even in laughter the heart is sorrowful; and the end of mirth is heaviness’ (Prov.
14:13). Each one of us, descendants of Adam, pass through this world knowing our
days are numbered. Ever since the fall of our first parents, the finite nature of life is
continually brought to our attention as this one and that one departs this world.

‘The way of the wicked is an abomination to the LORD: but He loveth him that
followeth after righteousness’ (Prov.15:9). Here we have complete opposites. The
LORD is looking on: there is no acceptable middle road. There is the ‘way of the
wicked’ or there is the following ‘after righteousness’. The Christian is expected to
‘follow after peace ... and the sanctification without which no man shall see the
Lord’ (Heb. 12:14). We have been sanctified as born-again ones. Nevertheless, as
disciples we are to pursue holy living, in order that during our walk down here we
‘shall see the Lord’. James Johnson

From Aberkenfig: The theme of distich’s, (two sentences in each verse contrasting
the opposites), continues in these three chapters. The main theme is the Holy Spirit
guiding Solomon’s thoughts. This is emphasised by the word of the Lord in Matthew
15: 1-20 in the Lord’s debate with the Pharisees, then with the disciples. The truth
of the matter is not an apology for offending the Pharisees but rather what comes
out of the mouth in fact derives from the heart of man (vv. 18-19). It should be
borne in mind that the Holy Spirit does not waste words idly but uses the language
to reinforce the message.

It was pride and jealousy that drove Satan against Almighty God to deceive Eve in
Eden, and pride in Eve’s heart led her to sin [Comment 1]. Another display of
personal pride was Nebuchadnezzar, possibly the richest, most powerful man in the
world at that time, intoxicated by earthly wealth and power. In Daniel 4:30 (NASB),
he could say, ‘Is this not Babylon the great which I myself have built …. my power
… my majesty’. As a result, he was inflicted by God with a condition known as
lycanthropy, which drove him to behave like a wild animal ‘eating grass like cattle‘
(v. 33), and the eventual repentance and healing of this affliction (v. 37). ‘For all His
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works are truth, and His ways judgement: and those that walk in pride He is able to
abase’.

This, Solomon bears out in chapter 13 in which he illustrates the folly of pride and
the consequent utterance of speech. It is true today, whatever position of privilege
or authority, all must realise that God will ultimately have His rule, whether we like
it or not - God has never met His match: He never changes.

Throughout these chapters there is the thought that being diligent and active are
virtues to be desired, whereas being a sluggard and lazy are to be despised. Work
is often regarded as a curse with some attempting to quote scripture for support.
God assigned humanity to cultivating the garden of Eden, ‘to replenish the earth,
and subdue it’; and ‘to dress it and to keep it’ (Gen. 1:28; 2:15) before Adam’s
disobedience. Genesis 3:17-19 gives the consequences of their disobedience. Work
then becomes a toil instead of a privilege. Solomon has addressed this issue of
laziness, using the term sluggard in 6:6-11. The very sound of the word almost
conveys the thought of laziness. It was illustrated by the contrast of the little ants
which (a) get the essentials done first, relaxing after; (b) no need for a supervisor,
team leader or manager; (c) work without fanfare or applause; and (d) work for
community or colony - compelling motivation for survival.

Solomon uses this word (sluggard) in later chapters of the book, giving different
aspects, linked with the more modern term ‘procrastination’ (putting off action until
a future time). He further develops this thought giving encouragement, desire, and
reward, evidenced in 13:12; 16:3,9, 19 and later in 21:6. Other aspects touched
on reflect the character of the sluggard, namely: (a) rising up from sleep, seen initially
in 12:24, but expanded in 12:27, then in 13:4; 15:19, and later in 18:9; (b) again
in 13:4 where the sluggard desires but has nothing, and later in 21:25-26 - a warning
to us today, whether it is through lack of confidence or skill, or a lack of desire.

Solomon deals with foolishness as opposed to wisdom, understanding and
knowledge throughout these chapters in a similar way. Wisdom describes
perception with discernment, whereas understanding denotes intelligence or
discernment, and knowledge is learning with perception. We will doubtless come
across these and other characteristics of the slothful and the foolish person where
there is no give and take, or perhaps no follow-through, as we progress through this
book. Bill Paterson

From Cromer: Literary form The book of Proverbs seems unfamiliar in its form to
us because it arises from different literary and philosophical traditions. We expect a
development in argument or setting a scenario through words, where one thought
leads to another, whereas Proverbs does not seem to have any consecutive
argument; rather, it consists of a series of wise statements, each one of which helps
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us to learn how to live. The book as a whole is a collation of orally transmitted
matter, whose individual precepts are readily recalled.

Who was the author? Verses 1:1 and 10:1 explicitly attribute these sections to king
Solomon, who was egregious in his wisdom, but the title ‘These also are the sayings
of the wise’ (24:23) suggests that 22.17–24:22 should be regarded as a separate
collection [Comment 2]. If that is so, does that affect the doctrine of divine
inspiration of the Scriptures? No, because, as 2 Peter 1:21 comments ‘no prophecy
was ever produced by the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried
along by the Holy Spirit.’ Other men, of course, had to judge what was genuine and
what was spurious, but we now have an acknowledged canon of Scripture at least
in the Christian world. Peter Hickling

From Glasgow: How direct proverbs and sayings in the Book of Proverbs transcend
triteness From Chapter 13 we note that ‘A wise son heeds his father’s instruction
…’ (NIV) is elevated above truism through the great store of wisdom granted by God
to Solomon in his earlier reign, that lofty source raising us to the standards God
expects from those who revere Him and love His Son, as the Holy Spirit teaches us
to value the wisdom we find in the ways and commands of Father and Son. We
note also encouragement in 13:2—‘From the fruit of his lips a man enjoys good
things …’ and instruction in 13:3—‘He who guards his lips guards his life’, while
we heed warnings given. There is more encouragement in 13:6—'Righteousness
guards the man of integrity …’, and in 13:9—‘The light of the righteous shines
brightly… ’. We compare the prompt to godly living in 14:2—‘He whose walk is
upright fears the LORD, and 14:16—‘A wise man fears the LORD and shuns evil
…’. We observe wisdom for preaching and teaching today, both personally and in
platform service, in Chapter 15:4—‘The tongue of the wise brings healing …’, and
15:7—‘The lips of the wise spread knowledge’, with thoughts of the importance of
the knowledge of God and His Son.

Passages in 2 Timothy Paul begins with his credentials. First we note ‘the will of
God’, reflecting perhaps his wonder that he, once a leading scourge of followers of
Christ Jesus, was saved by the grace of God, and now is called to holy life, in
fulfilment of God’s ‘own purpose and grace’ (1:9). In 3:16-17 is a fitting close to this
paper, since Scripture will offer training in righteousness for service to Him.

Martin Archibald

From Greenock: The Bible is the word of God and is able to make the hearer (or
reader) wise (2 Tim. 3:15). The advice given in the book of Proverbs is inspired. We
are looking at the divine wisdom given to Solomon (1 Kin. 3:11). His wisdom was
fully recognised by the people of Israel (3:28).
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The age-old advice given to new school teachers is, ‘Tell them what you are going
to tell them; then tell them again, then tell them what you have told them’. Older
teachers know that students remember the first five minutes and the last five minutes
of a lesson. The bit in the middle depends on them being engaged in the subject.
God speaks not once but twice but man does not heed him (Job 33:14). He knows
our weaknesses (Heb. 4:15). The gulf between the thoughts of men and those of
God is compared to the infinite gap between heaven and earth (Is. 55:8-9).

The ongoing saga of the Post Office scandal in the UK and the politicians involved
has been traumatic for many innocent people. Listening to the explanations and
excuses from those who should have known better reveals how the English language
can be used to distort the truth. We have learned that politicians do not lie - they
merely dissemble, obfuscate and prevaricate! More contemporary language would
say they ‘fudge’ the issues. This is even done when under oath to ‘tell the truth, the
whole truth and nothing but the truth’! Witnesses can only answer the question as
given; they cannot say that there is more information which has not been asked for.

When we approach the Bible for instruction to make our service well-pleasing to
God, we need to respect it with reverence and awe (Heb. 12:28). The words
triteness, simplistic and truisms are among the terms used by men to denigrate the
works of other men. Most professions have a technical vocabulary with very precise
meanings. This can be baffling to the outsider – and much more so when the subject
has used Latin as the common professional language for Europe in the Middle Ages.
The botanist’s plant classification of ‘Umbellifers’ is a good example. The Latin word
‘umbella’ means sunshade – from which we get the English word umbrella. All this
to describe a plant whose flowers and seed pods are shaped like an umbrella! When
we witness to others about our faith, we should avoid words which they might not
know. If we feel we must use a technical term (such as eschatology), then we must
also give a simple explanation.

To be a disciple of Jesus Christ means wanting to learn all about Him. To love Him
for what He did for us. To become like Him – so that people may see in our conduct
a similarity to Jesus Christ. To have all aspects of our life given over to his control;
to be a witness of the hope within us. When Jesus said ‘I am the way, the truth and
the life’, He gave us the example to strive towards. His instruction that our language
should be ‘honest’ is covered by Scripture (Mat. 5:37; James 5:12).

When Paul wrote to the Ephesians he gave very clear instruction for believers –
then and now. Are you putting it into practice? (Eph 4:1-32). Remember – God may
have to treat us as little children (1 Kin. 3:7). Steve Henderson

From Melbourne: King Solomon wrote from the godly wisdom the Lord gave to
him at his request, and from his life experiences, yet all inspired by the Spirit of the
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Lord. He had a wonderful insight into every aspect of life which enabled him to
write his 3000 proverbs and 1500 songs (1 Kin. 4:32).

The sayings in these chapters and others are all easy to understand and relate to
life today, covering every area of humanity, even though they were written nearly
3000 years ago. They are comprised of short pithy sayings either as complete
statements in one verse or a statement with a ‘but’, giving a warning; others for
encouragement, while others are simple common-sense instructions which are
righteous and pleasing to the Lord in their outcome. Most verses are complete and
do not necessarily relate to the next or previous one. They are like a complete
golden nugget of wisdom in a spiritual nutshell. Being short and concise, they can
be committed to memory and stored up in the heart as instructed in 2 Timothy
3:16-17 and Psalm 119 ‘blessed are those who keep His testimonies’, and as part
of our spiritual armour (Eph. 6:13).

Often the same principle is mentioned with a different slant in other verses to
emphasize its truth. We see some common themes through these chapters such as:

Speech: which is one is one of the most prevalent e.g. ‘by the fruit of their lips
people enjoy good things’ (Prov. 13:2 NIV); ‘a soft answer turns away wrath’ (15:1
NKJV); ‘a wholesome tongue is a tree of life’ (15:4); ‘the lips of the wise spread
knowledge’ (15:7 NIV).

Character: ‘he who walks in his uprightness fears the LORD (14:2 NKJV); ‘among
the upright there is favour’ (14:9); ‘a good man will be satisfied from above’ (14:14).

Instruction: ‘with the well advised is wisdom’ (13:10); ‘the ear that hears the
rebukes of life will abide among the wise’ (15:31).

These three chapters emphasize:

1. ‘The soul of the diligent shall be made rich’ (13:4), i.e. rich in the word of God.

2. ‘He who walks with wise men shall be wise’ (13:20). ‘As iron sharpens iron so a
man sharpens the countenance of his friend’ (27:17) - keeping company with
spiritually minded people.

3. ‘He who regards a rebuke will be honoured’ (13:18); ‘Be not discouraged when
you are rebuked by Him’ (Heb. 12:5).

4. ‘The wise woman who builds her house’ (14:1) - the important role of women in
the things of the Lord.

5. ‘He who walks in his uprightness fears the LORD’ (14:2) - if our walk before the
Lord pleases Him we are walking in the footsteps of the Master.
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6 ‘In the multitude of counsellors they are established’ (15:22) - the wisdom of
overseers in assemblies [More generally, it is often wise to seek counsel from several
others when weighing up what course of action to take—Eds].

These wise instructions point to the Lord Jesus Christ. All His life He stored up in
His heart the words of life. Every instruction in Proverbs and the whole of God’s law
He honoured and did not violate even the minutest of principles. What an amazing
thought that the Lord Jesus, the last Adam, who was God dwelling amongst us in
the flesh and fulfilled all the first Adam failed to do, made God’s law and principles
of life honourable.

Truly, ‘Righteousness guards him whose way is blameless’ (13:6) – was
exemplified in the Lord Jesus Christ. Roy Dickson

From Mount Forest: Perhaps these diverse proverbs can be considered under some
discrete headings. Although each is of individual value in specific situations, we can
also build a composite picture from related aphorisms. We tried to draw together
their guidance on ‘choosing companions’, though we could easily have reviewed
instead the topic of ‘responses to economic inequality’ from this portion of
Scripture.

Contemporary ‘life coaching’ suggests we may individually be viewed as the
average of the five people we choose to spend the most time with, who largely
influence what we ourselves become. Scripturally, Proverbs 18:24 and John 15:14-
15 are pivotal here. On the matter of companionship, Proverbs 13:20-21 and 15:19
consist of warnings back to Proverbs 1 about foolishness or laziness that is to be
avoided. It is evident we need to look for wisdom in those people we wish to have
as companions.

Wisdom is often displayed in what we say, or don’t say (13:2-3; 15:28). Therefore,
we may find that patience is needed in the company of the wise, as they think
carefully and apply Ecclesiastes 3:7b before responding to our questions or
comments. James likewise gives instruction on control of the tongue (James 3). Why
would we seek the company of those who display short-tempered reactions (Prov.
14:17,29; 15:18)?

If we are careful to think before speaking, it should help us respond truthfully but
effectively. If we are not truthful, we shall not gain trust from others. Proverbs 9:7-
9 and 26:4-5 indicate wisdom perceives different situations that may require
differing responses. Truth that hurts may be just what is needed! (27:5-6; 28:23)
However, the ‘soft answer’ (15:1-2) can be full of truthful illustration that will be
more convincing than blurting out blunt criticism. We recalled how Nathan brought
the Lord’s message to sinful David, first illustrating it in a way David would find
compelling and only then showing the harsh personal application he needed to see
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(2 Sam. 12:1-13). Nathan was good company. We considered the love displayed
by the Lord Jesus in not pointing out constantly the defects in His disciples, but
choosing when and how to do so (e.g., Luke 3:9, 9:46-48), and not withholding
painful truth bad leaders needed to hear (Mat. 23).

If our ‘friends’ are consumed with fleeting entertainment, or fleeting riches (Prov.
13:11; 14:20; 28:19-20), we may be in danger of wasting our time too, and the
best advice may be to simply avoid participation in foolishness that leads nowhere
positive (14:7; 9:6). By contrast, the Proverbs guide us to have a long-term
perspective (4:18; 15:24) that accepts temporary problems in light of eventual
outworkings of God's purposes. We may well find it necessary to evaluate our
friendships by priorities in spiritual matters. ‘Fools mock at the guilt offering, but the
upright enjoy acceptance’ (14:9) seems to mean that foolishness is evidenced by
downplaying, or even joking about, the importance of confession and repentance
and even treating the holy as common (cf. Lev. 10:10). In practical terms, a good
starting point for sound companionship will often be found in mutual appreciation
of spiritual things, and shared prayer times may help reveal true character.

Geoff Hydon

From Ravulapalem: The law of the wise is a fountain of life, to turn one away from
the snares of death. (Prov. 13:14 NKJV). Whoever walks with the wise becomes wise
(13:20 ESV).

‘The wise woman builds her house, but the foolish pulls it down with her hands’
(14:1 NKJV). ‘A wise man fears and departs from evil.’ (14:16). ‘the lips of the wise
will preserve them’ (from evil) (14:3), and ‘the crown of the wise is their riches’
(14:24). ‘ The lips of the wise disperse knowledge, but the heart of the fool does not
do so.’ (15:7), whereas ‘ The tongue of the wise uses knowledge rightly’ (15:2).

In the New Testament, Paul wisely advised Timothy to flee youthful lusts (2 Tim.
2:23). Wisdom must be applied in searching the scriptures, which are ‘profitable for
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the man of
God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work’ (2 Tim 3:16-17).

Paul’s charge to Timothy in 1 Timothy 4 is not to have any interest in fables but
to follow divine wisdom and keep to the truth. There are four instances in Pauls’
epistles of the word ‘fables’ and one in 2 Peter 1:16. People with itching ears are
interested in hearing fables.

One must have wisdom to find and concentrate on the truth of Scripture, all of
which is given by inspiration of God (2 Tim. 3:16; 2 Pet. 1:21). It is profitable for
teaching too. If anybody lacks wisdom, he/she has to ask God (James 1:5). Then it
will be given plentifully by God. The ‘wise and understanding’ person will ‘show by
good conduct that his works are done in the meekness of wisdom’ (James 3:13).
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The wisdom of the world 'does not descend from above, but is earthly, sensual,
demonic … the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle,
willing to yield, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality and without
hypocrisy.' (James 3:15-17)

May our Lord give each one of us in the present kingdom of God a wise heart as
He gave to Solomon long ago, to follow Him faithfully in this day of difficulty and
persecution. S. J. M. Edward

From Surulere: We are currently bombarded by jingles and catch phrases which
aim to capture the attention of a listless and harried world. Some religious
personalities have created brands and built personas on their witty and riveting
sayings. Nothing, however, comes close to the gold standard of the proverbs: ‘A
word fitly spoken is like apples of gold in settings of silver’ (Prov. 25:11 NKJV).

It is the candour, aptness, bluntness and originality of the Proverbs that
distinguishes it from popular wise and philosophical sayings. Of a truth, ‘The
teaching of the wise is a fountain of life, turning a person from the snares of death’
(13:14 NIV).

The rich resonance and sweet fragrance of the words, devoid of banalities,
entrenches them in the hearts and minds of the readers: ‘A wise son heeds his
father’s instruction, but a scoffer does not listen to rebuke’ (13.1 NKJV). A truism
would have been to posit that a wise son heeds his father’s instruction, but a foolish
son ignores them. The comparison with a scoffer who does not listen to rebuke is
striking in its novelty and precision.

‘A man shall eat well by the fruit of his mouth, but the soul of the unfaithful feeds
on violence’ (13:2). The concept is easily relatable for a man to eat well by the fruit
of his mouth [Comment 3]. It is quite uncommon to read that the soul of the
unfaithful feeds on violence. In other words, whilst a man or woman eats (whether
physically or metaphorically) well by the fruit of their mouths, the very essence of
the unfaithful (their soul) feeds on violence. This is utterly gripping and original.

Sometimes the contrast is so startling as to necessitate further contemplation: ‘The
ransom of a man’s life is his riches, but the poor does not hear rebuke’ (13:8). At
other times, the saying alarms us, as it is both in consonance and at variance with
ordinary human behaviour or disposition: ‘There is one who makes himself rich, yet
has nothing; and one who makes himself poor, yet has great riches’ (13:7).

There are sayings which reflects a deep knowledge or perception of human
enterprise and the salutary and adverse consequences of certain actions: ‘Wealth
gained by dishonesty will be diminished, but he who gathers by labour will increase’
(13:11). Others plumb the depths of human existence, transcending any
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psychological or therapeutic prescriptions: ‘Hope deferred makes the heart sick, but
when the desire comes, it is a tree of life’ (13:12).

And so, the proverbs cascade in flowing lines, now slow, now fast, now poignant,
now mellow, underscoring in large measures the uniqueness of the wisdom which
the Lord Almighty bestowed on the man who was the Preacher, the son of David,
king in Jerusalem (Eccles. 1:1). Fred Ntido

From Victoria BC: We considered generally how the Proverbs transcend mere
triteness, and avoids becoming simplistic and are characterized by truisms [see
helpful remarks in Glasgow & Surulere papers on truisms – Eds]. We all agreed that
we find them wholly applicable today in life, as much as they were when they were
first penned. These are not Solomon’s opinions but rather, God’s rules, and God
breathed. We are not to be tossed about by every wind of doctrine, but apply
ourselves, rightly dividing the word of truth (Eph. 4:14; 2 Tim. 2:15). These truths
cannot be grasped by the mocker and the scorner (Prov. 14:6), but this knowledge
is easy to a man of understanding. We get into trouble when we allow pride to
control us. Proverbs 13:10 says contention comes by pride but it also says that with
the well- advised is wisdom; so, on the one hand they contain warnings, but they
also contain the promise of blessing if followed.

One brother pointed out that one must be humble to be given understanding in
applying God’s word correctly in regard to Proverbs. Chapter 15:33 says that before
honour is humility. How are we to know how God wants us to act or react to
circumstances, unless we humbly ask the Great Shepherd of our souls to show us
His way (which is always the best way!)—? Jesus Himself washed the disciples’ feet
in a bondservant’s clothing in John 13. If being humble was good enough for our
Master, it is good enough for us His disciples.

The law of the wise is a fountain of life to depart from the snares of death (Prov.
13:14). From that fountain we all get wisdom we can share with the saints too, so
we can all benefit and be careful in our disciple path. Jesus is the water of life, and
our Bibles are His word. He, and our Bibles, are our fountain. From Him we derive
the saying ‘Spare the rod, spoil the child’, and ‘There is a way that seems right to a
man, but its end is the way of death’ (cp. 13:24; 14:12 NKJV) [Comment 4]. We
have heard them frequently, but that doesn’t make them less relevant. These sayings
are truth and still hold true.

In Proverbs 14:7, 17, 25, and 28 we see we are to avoid trouble, and leave the
presence of the foolish. We are to avoid rash behaviour; also, truth is paramount,
as truth delivers the soul, and a country with a bad king, who neglects his subjects,
is in a very bad position. Proverbs 15:24 shows that the words of Proverbs are a
type of gospel – ‘The way of life winds upward for the wise, that he may turn away
from hell below.’ Celebrities that we admire give advice, but ultimately, they usually
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want to know what will benefit them. Unlike them, we are to be the salt of the earth
and light of the world (Mat. 5:13, 14). The Lord Jesus is our ultimate guide to good
and godly behaviour. Rodger Lefevre; Phil Williamson

COMMENTS
1. (Aberkenfig): Paul attributes Eve's failure to obey God's express command, not
to her pride, but to the craftiness of the serpent who 'beguiled' (tricked / deceived)
her (2 Cor. 11:3). Writing to Timothy, he contrasts the lesser offence of Eve’s
transgression with the greater sin of Adam who made a deliberate choice to join his
wife in doing what he knew full well was contrary to the divine command: ‘Adam
was not beguiled, but the woman being beguiled hath fallen into transgression’ (1
Tim. 2:14). J.J.

2. (Cromer): This could well be the case, but perhaps a safer option would be to
use ‘could’ instead of ‘should’. R.B.F .

3. (Surulere): While ‘eating well’ suggests a plentiful supply of food, the phrase ‘by
the fruit of his mouth’ describes what comes out of it and is a poetic way of
describing his choice of words and the positive results produced thereby. As the
Lord said: ‘out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks’ (Mat. 12:34). Here
is a man whose inner spiritual life is like that of the man of Psalm 1:2, whose ‘delight
is in the law of the Lord, and in His law he meditates day and night’. The fruit of
this inner life is evident in the moral and spiritual path he chooses to walk, the
outcome of which is: ‘whatever he does shall prosper’. What a contrast indeed, with
the sad life of the unfaithful, and the end of wicked! J.J.

4. (Victoria): Care is needed here. The words ‘spare the rod, spoil the child’ are not
in any translation of Proverbs 13:24, nor indeed any bible verse. Although the
thought conveyed in the words might be biblical, the words themselves are more
properly attributable to the sceptic Samuel Butler in his poem Hudibras. P.D.
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Feature
THE HOUSE OF GOD IN THE BOOK OF JEREMIAH (Part 3)

The Lord’s Unheeded Word of Warning to His People Resulting in Disaster
Jeremiah was summoned by the Lord to purchase a potter’s earthen vessel and
make his way to the valley of the son of Hinnom, which would soon be changed in
name to the valley of Slaughter. Here he faithfully announced the Lord’s impending
judgement on both kings of Judah and the citizens of Jerusalem as a result of their
despicable behaviour in prostituting themselves to idolatry. On his way, in the sight
of the men who accompanied him, he broke the bottle, making it irreparable, and
then spoke of this action being a sign of the ending of human life and final
destruction of homes of those who had engaged in such flagrant idolatry. Later on,
returning to the court of the Lord’s house, he repeated the solemn message. All that
was to befall them was due to the stiffened necks and closed ears of those who
should have known better (Jer. 19:1-2; 10-15).

The Lord’s people today, and perhaps even more so in future times, can still be
exposed to wrong teaching, when, just as in the days of the apostles, some forsook
‘the faith’, having fallen prey to untruthful self-professing teachers, fearful seducing
spirits and demon-filled doctrines (1 Tim. 4:1; 1 John 4:1-3, 6; 2 Tim. 2:16-18; 4:3-
4). We do well to take on board the strong caution and wise counsel embodied in
the ‘sound doctrine’, so strongly advocated by Paul to Timothy in 1 Timothy 1:3-7;
6:14 and 2 Timothy 1:13; 4:3.

An ‘Adversary’ in God’s House
His name was Passhur (from the Hebrew word pashach, which means ‘to pull
apart’). He was the son of one of the priests in the house of God and held the top
administrative post in the building. Hearing Jeremiah’s prophecy to the people
provoked him to such an extent that he violently struck the prophet of the Lord,
then had him put in the stocks for a day. Jeremiah was treated as a pariah and
deserving of imprisonment. On release, Jeremiah spoke to his tormentor, saying the
Lord had revealed to him Passhur’s name was now known by Him as Magor-
missabib, meaning ‘the spread of terror’. He was no less than that - a real trouble-
maker. He would soon be a terror to himself and his friends.

The city of Jerusalem would also be deprived of its wealth of royal treasures,
which would be removed forcibly to Babylon. Passhur and his family likewise would
be taken to Babylon, held in captivity, and eventually die and be buried there (Jer.
20:1-6). All this caused God’s servant to suffer shame and reproach. The burden of
bearing the Lord’s message had taken its toll on his life, yet he was convinced of
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eventual personal victory because the Lord was on his side and would carry out His
rescue plan for His faithful messenger (vv. 7-9, 11,13).

It is a great sadness when jealousy and position-seeking come into play in an
assembly of God’s people, such as John the apostle referred to when writing to his
dearly beloved friend Gaius who had come to know the Lord Jesus through John’s
witness to him of Christ. Gaius had a wonderful commendation from fellow-saints
in the church, and also from visitors fellow-workers (3 John 3-6).

However, there was a brother in the church called Diotrephes who wanted to
be ‘number one’, and was causing havoc by using inflammatory language in not
allowing visiting fellow- believers from other churches of God to participate in the
breaking of the bread in remembrance of the Lord Jesus. Worse than that, those
who were already in the same church as Gaius and Diotrephes, and would have
welcomed them, were put out of the church by this man who was acting like a
tyrant (vv. 9-10).

We do well to emulate those who are truly imitators of Christ in our love for Him
and for each other (see 1 Cor. 11:1).

R.B. Fullarton, Bathgate

July

A magazine for the exploration of the Word of God

� ���� �� �� ���� �� ��� �����.
���� ����� ���� �� ���� ����?
�� ���� ����� ���� ��� ����,
��� ���� ������ ��� �����.

(����� 121:1,2 ���)



64

Introducing . . . June
TRIED IN A FURNACE OF EARTH, PURIFIED SEVEN TIMES
The chapters and verses divisions of
scripture is of course a man-made
thing. But for us it is memorable that
the central chapter of the Book of
Proverbs - 16 - starts with seven
successive verses in which The LORD
is central. That is, He is named in them
all; and not as a refrain of a repeated
theme but in a sevenfold variety of
‘things of Himself’ such as Creator,
Assessor, Judge, and Heart-searcher. As
one would expect, their scope is of
both time and eternity, of both the
seen and the unseen, and of both
assurance and warning.

Many find much of Proverbs 10
onwards good for stand-out standalone
verses but find it difficult to read, as it
does not have successive-verses
coherence. Proverbs 16 :1-7 as well as
having the Lord as its consistent theme
also can refer us back to Exodus 3 –
where the LORD reveals His Name to
Moses – and the ensuing narrative
where both God’s word and God’s

man can be seen to be tried in a
furnace of earth. See Proverbs 16:1
and compare with Exodus 4:11; and
how Proverbs 16:2 points to Moses’ all-
too familiar (to us) self-justification that
climaxes in 4:13 and the Lord’s
handling of him. Look at how Exodus
5:22 and 6:1 have light shone on them
by Proverbs 16:3 as Exodus 9:16 does
by Proverbs 16:4. Then the accusation
from the LORD against the Pharaoh by
the mouth of Moses in Exodus 10:3
and subsequent events match up with
Proverbs 16:5. And we can be sure that
16:6 is true and that the LORD would
have made it so in the Pharaoh’s life
through His servant Moses’ action in
Exodus 10:18 and His response.
Finally, Exodus 12:31 suitably
introduces a section of narrative for
which Proverbs 16:7 applies.

The more we can see such
correlation in Scripture the stronger our
roots in the Word will be. P.D.
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From Study Groups . . .
TOWERS OF STRENGTH (PROVERBS 16, 17 & 18)
From Aberdeen: Compare the Revised Version of the Bible with the Authorised
Version The Revised Version indicates that all things, even the wicked, have been
made for an end purpose. Keeping to a consistent meaning should incline towards
translating Proverbs 16:4 as answer (RV) rather than himself (AV). Answer aligns
more exactly with end as in the Revised Version. This finds consistent support with
the same original word, answer, being used in the Authorised Version 15:1 (a soft
answer), 15:23 (joy by the answer), 16:1 (the answer of the tongue). Yet in this one
instance the AV deviates in 16:4 by using the word himself rather than answer.
Elsewhere, in all the surrounding scriptures of Proverbs, the Authorised Version
retains the word answer. The preceding proverbs of the first three verses of chapter
16 deal with the preparations of man’s heart—contrasted with the answer of the
tongue as from the LORD. Also, by committing one’s works to the LORD an
individual’s ‘thoughts shall be established’ (16:3 AV). Evidently, a man’s thoughts,
preparations, ways and works, together with the answer of the tongue (from the
LORD), are contextual threads from which the next proverb (16:4) follows on.

What can be gleaned from these few highlighted proverbs? Whatever preparations
and plans we make, we need to submit everything to the LORD, ‘If the Lord will,
we shall live, and do this, or that’ (James 4:15). James Johnson

From Aberkenfig: Up to this point, there has been the general situation of mankind
using his free will, but here in these chapters we focus on the specific of an
individual’s dependence on God. Even the wicked who have turned against God
are under His control. God has said ‘thus far and no further’.

Despite Solomon knowing what it was to be blessed with wisdom and earthly
wealth from God, he would fall into sin. When the Queen of Sheba heard of his
fame (1 Kin. 10), she came to prove him with her hard questions. She praised God
for His blessing but nowhere do we read of Solomon acknowledging her adulation;
she returned to her own land. ‘So king Solomon exceeded all the kings of the earth
in riches and in wisdom … ‘ (v. 23). The writings of Ecclesiastes show how he
allowed human weakness to detract him from God as he became discontent with
life. This is further shown in 16:8 and Paul could remind us in 1Timothy 6:6-8, that
‘godliness with contentment is great gain’.

A striking example of this is seen during the captivity in Babylon where
Nebuchadnezzar despite exalting God following the fiery furnace and having the
interpretation of his dream by Daniel, boasted of his greatness twelve months later
(Dan. 4:29), and as a result God’s judgement was the mental condition of
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lycanthropy (the eating of earth and shuffling like a wild beast (v. 33). Further
examples of God’s supremacy can be evidenced in Pharaoh (Ex. 10: 1-2); the kings
of Assyria, Sennacherib and Tiglath-Pileser* (Is. 10: 5-7); Cyrus (Is. 45 :1-6);
Artaxerxes (Ezra7:21; Neh. 2:1-8), and others. Probably the most remarkable of all
was Solomon, described by the Lord Himself. Despite his glory he was not arrayed
as the lily of the field (Mat.6:28-29), and in Matthew 12 we read of the wisdom of
Solomon, but a greater than Solomon was there in their midst, speaking to the
scribes and Pharisees.

Throughout these three chapters, we are brought to acknowledge that earthly
riches and fame count for nothing in comparison with wisdom. History bears this
out when we consider Pharaoh (Ex. 10:1-2). His heart was hardened and he had
declared in Exodus 5 ‘who is the Lord that I should hearken … ‘. Consider the kings
of the Persia empire: God moved their hearts, regardless of all their intentions to
suit His purposes (cp. Prov. 16:1-2). His will must be accomplished. In a unique
way we see the fulfilment of Proverbs 16:7.

We can also see how Satan subtly uses our personal characteristics in ways we
don’t suspect so that we can achieve our evil desires. Pride and arrogance are just
two of the many human attributes that can cause us to sin, thus allowing us to fail
and need God’s forgiveness. Yet through it all God’s sovereignty is paramount. He
grants us freedom to decide which path we take; but ultimately, we have to stand
before God to account for our decisions. Bill Paterson

From Cromer: Outstanding characters Chapters 16,17 and 18 of Proverbs contain
collections of aphorisms which embody general truths, ascribed to great men, such
as Solomon and Christ himself. Other scriptural men might be chosen, such as
Moses and David, both of whom, although towers of strength in their time, had their
lapses, as all men do. We might choose great men from secular history, such as
Winston Churchill, and fault could be found with them. Christ himself was the only
one that could indisputably be called ‘the greatest’.

Careful quotation One sometimes hears Proverbs 18:16 A man’s gift makes room
for him … quoted as though it means ‘A man’s divinely-given ability’… , whereas it
refers to a gift for acceptance; to put it bluntly, a bribe (see Gen. 32:20) [Comment
1].

A divine arrangement Genesis 2 tells us that God said that it was not good that man
should be alone, and He created a woman, to be ‘one flesh’ with her husband. That
relationship is intended by the Lord to be lifelong; it is rather alarming to read that
40% of marriages end in divorce. Those of us who have been married for 60 years
know that we have ‘found a good thing’ (18:22), and have been able to support
each other ‘through all the changing scenes of life’. Peter Hickling



67

From Glasgow: Proverbs 16, 17 and 18—Towers of strength: Solomon and the One
greater than Solomon, and other scriptural characters We note first that one who is
wise would do well to consider before God ‘the plans of the heart’, and accordingly
let Him guide ‘the reply of the tongue’ (16:1 NIV). This we think would apply in
daily conversation, as also in platform preaching and teaching, and personal witness.
What better example for this could we have than the Lord Jesus, in His ministry,
both personal and in public? With this we should reflect on how motives are
weighed by the Lord, and the good success that may be granted through committing
to Him whatever we do (16:2-3). We note also God’s judgement on pride, while
we may avoid this and other evils through love and faithfulness, and the fear of the
Lord. We can take encouragement if our ways are pleasing to Him, since He then
makes even our enemies live at peace with us (16:5-7). Those who belong to our
Lord Jesus may be encouraged and strengthened by following in His steps, and
heeding His call to service in the house of God, over which our Lord is faithful as a
Son (Heb. 3:6).

Overcoming natural behaviours—blessings through the provisions in 18:10,22
Those who trust in the love of the Lord God, and His power exercised for our good,
can find His pure name becomes a strong tower, both in time of pressing need, and
in times of joy, when we might afterwards lose sight of the Lord God, and perhaps
stumble in our walk for Him. If this happens, may the Lord our Shepherd guide us
back into His ways, and may we heed His call, leading us into profitable service
again. Martin Archibald

From Greenock: ‘Can two walk together, except they be agreed?’ That was the
message given by God to Amos to pass on to the people whom God has chosen out
of all the earth (Amos 3:3 KJV). As a nation they should all have been in agreement
with the call by God. Once they had boasted they could do everything God asked
them (Ex. 19:8; 24:3,7).

Today any relationships we may form must centre on the love God has shown
to us. It is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Spirit who is given to us (Rom.
5:5). Paul makes it very clear to the church in Corinth when he pronounces ‘Your
body is a temple of the Holy Spirit which is in you, which you have from God, you
are not your own; for ye were bought with a price: glorify God therefore in your
body’ (1 Cor. 6:19). We cannot conform to the world when its values go against
God’s word (Rom. 12:2). The moral code of this world is evil (Gal. 1:4; Tit. 2:12).
We are not to be taken out of the world but the world needs to be taken out of us
(John 17:11-16).

We are not ‘free agents’, as the moral compass of the world would have us
believe. We do not have the right to ill-treat our bodies whether by substance abuse
or by non-essential surgery. Advocating the right of children to undergo transition
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of the gender with they were born conflicts with the protective care adults should
show towards children. The individuals pushing for reassignment surgery of children
may well be vicariously acting out their own desires. The way we treat our bodies
reflects the feelings we have about God’s ownership.

Our emotions are very powerful forces and could lead us into dangerous
relationships where our relationship with the indwelling Holy Spirit is devalued. Paul
teaches the saints in Corinth that sexual relationships, whether adultery or
fornication, joins the believer to the other person. Physical abuse of our bodies is
clearly wrong but Paul also warns of the damage of mental abuse. How can a
believer be in a relationship with someone who lives contrary to scriptural guidance
without damaging their spiritual union with God through the indwelling Holy Spirit?
This is echoing the words of Amos. We need to be in complete spiritual agreement
in our relationships to avoid the foolish wisdom of this world as described by God
(1 Cor. 3:19).

So let us form a living relationship with God. Have a time set apart for reading
and meditation on the Word of God. We cannot have a monopoly of the Holy Spirit
but we can subject ourselves so that the Holy Spirit can have a monopoly of us. We
must meet with our fellow disciples which gives mutual support (Heb. 10:25).
Valuing our relationship with Godhead is crucial. Then we can bring our human
relationships into alignment with the divine. We could write out any of the verses
dealing with relationships and read it frequently during the day (see Josh. 1:8; Ps.
1:2). You can treasure the word of God and keep it in your heart to guide your
actions and friendships (Ps. 119.11) [Comment 2]. Steve Henderson

From Melbourne: Whilst many of the proverbs contained in these chapters depict
virtuous qualities and which thereby absolutely reflect our Saviour’s character,
equally they come into stark contrast with those depicting the ‘other side of the
coin’ – i.e. things ignoble and utterly foreign to His holy nature. Some, on the other
hand, are observations on what we might simply call human nature, such as
Proverbs 18:17 ‘The one who states his case first seems right until the other comes
and examines him’ (ESV). How recognisable is this trait, the fickleness of the human
condition, to most of us!

Wise King Solomon’s earlier days, following the LORD’s second appearing to
him (1 Kin. 9:2), were characterised not only by the outward glory of his reign and
his regal splendour but also by his perception of what was desirable in human
interaction and in matters of integrity to honour God. His was the task of building
and completing the LORD’s temple, a massive undertaking; and while the plans
had been prepared by his own father (1 Chron. 28:11-19) under God’s direction,
the young king was surely guided by the same Spirit which caused him to write the
almost disarmingly elementary first three verses of Proverbs 16, ending with
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‘Commit your work to the LORD and your plans will be established’ (v.3).
Elementary, perhaps, but crucial to any task to be entered into for God, including
building for God’s house.

We can then examine the lives of the kings of Judah, in particular seeing the
highs and lows of their reigns, and how frequently their life outcomes are mirrored
by the exhortations of the proverbs, for good or ill. Uzziah’s presumption (2 Chr.
26:16-21) and Hezekiah’s despairing cry to the LORD in his extremity (2 Kin.19:14-
19) surely exemplify Proverbs 16:18 and 18:10 respectively. The ‘dry morsel with
quiet’ of 17:1 easily suggests Elijah’s modest repast by the brook Cherith (1 Kin.17:5-
6) while the dynastic wrangling of David’s sons, Adonijah and eventually Absalom
(1 Kings 1, 2 and 15) seem embodied in the warning words of Proverbs 18:18-19.
And so, we can go on, locating character flaws, dubious decisions based on evil
impulses, and then noble stands taken by those who truly feared God and His Word.

John makes it so abundantly clear what the source of the trouble is when we go
the wrong way, viz. ‘the desires of the flesh, the desires of the eyes and the pride of
life’ (1 John 2:16), and who is immune to these sparkling gems? No one, so we seek
to apply the test of God’s Word to our own character and conduct, understanding
that ‘the crucible is for silver and the furnace is for gold, and the LORD tests hearts’.

Roy Dickson

From Mount Forest: Decision-making features in these chapters, especially those
about how to speak in challenging circumstances, have potential to reveal
dominance of the sinful flesh. These very practical proverbs are lessons for this life,
until the Lord returns and we begin to live faultlessly in bodies like His glorious body.
Then the current need for the Spirit-guided striving of our spirit against the flesh will
have ceased. Now, Christ’s humanity is our example: full of the Spirit, led of the
Spirit, and we see the resultant activity of His human spirit in e.g. Mark 8:12; John
11:33; 13:21. He was compassionate with weak and suffering ones (cp. Is. 50:4).
He was noted as the friend of sinners, yet always Himself free of sin and not
condoning it in others, and His sacrifice evidenced God’s utter condemnation of sin
(Rom.8:3). Harsh words, though relatively few, were necessarily unequivocal in His
condemnation of the hypocrisy and error of Israel’s leaders. Those men often
typified the negatives highlighted in these divinely inspired proverbs, which foresaw
the positive reality revealed in Christ’s example (e.g., Prov.16:20,23,32;
17:15,17,27; 18:15).

There are several places where the human spirit is mentioned in these and
neighbouring chapters. Descriptions include: a hasty spirit; a crushed or broken
spirit; our spirit sustaining us; spirits as weighed by God; a haughty spirit or a humble
spirit; our ruling of our spirit. All of these are potential aspects of varying spirituality
and being led of the Spirit. We pondered the role of our God-given spirit in enabling



70

effective communion with God, and what God through the operation of our spirit
would teach us (e.g., Job 32:8; Zech.12:1; Rom.8:16; 1 Cor.2:11; 1 Thes.5:23),
and Proverbs 20:27’s insightful use of the Hebrew word from Genesis 2:7. We
wondered how sensitive we are to how and what our spirits are doing to produce
in us (see Ps. 84:2).

This portion also describes the proper attitude of the king (Prov.16:10-15),
exhibiting righteous use of power. And there must then be complete obedience to
the king’s direction, and actions in character with His objectives. We can look
beyond Solomon for divine expectations in this respect. If the Queen of Sheba could
detect God’s blessing of Israel in giving them Solomon as their monarch (1 Kin. 10:8-
9), we should think of how much more blessed we are that Christ is King of kings
and Lord of lords, pondering these proverbs in that context. And there can never be
any doubt about His righteousness, or His power. If we respect earthly leaders
because of their position, it would be the height of effrontery to fail to respect Christ
in His divinely regal majesty. Evidencing our subjection to God we must speak and
act as our Lord would do, and never half-heartedly. In that respect, the reminder of
Proverbs 18:9 is necessary. We must not become a brother with our arch-enemy
by neglectfully leaving room for Satan the deceiver to destroy the very things that
the truth of God sets before us. Geoff Hydon

From Ravulapalem: Solomon and the One greater than Solomon The Lord Jesus
said that ‘a greater than Solomon is here’ (Mat. 12:42; Luke 11:31). The Queen of
Sheba came to Solomon with much gold and precious stones as gifts to Solomon
(see 1 Kin. 10:2).

David the king described his son by the word of the Lord as ‘a man of rest’ and
God would give peace and quiet to Israel in his days (1 Chr.22:9). Isaiah prophesied
of the Lord Jesus that ‘unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given … and His name
shall be called Prince of Peace’ (Is. 9:6).

Solomon’s wisdom is seen in his wise choice (see 1 Kin. 3:5-9); in his judicial
insight (3:16-28); and in surpassing other wise men (4: 29-31); in uttering proverbs
and discourses (4:32-34); in erection of the temple (5:6); and in his prayer of
dedication (8:22-53). Solomon is the son of David and is King of Israel. Jesus is also
called the son of David and is the KING of KINGS (Rev. 19:16).

Solomon is wise but in Jesus are all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge are
hidden (Col. 2:3). Solomon is king of Judah and has power in his kingdom. Jesus is
Saviour of the world and has all power and authority in heaven and on earth (Mat.
28:18). Solomon is King of Israel but sometimes was a man of folly. This is shown in
his luxurious living (1 Kin. 4:22); in marrying heathen women (11:1); in oppressing
people (12:4). But the Lord Jesus made no mistake or was found to act foolishly.
Pilate’s wife told him not to punish that righteous man (Mat. 27:19).
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Solomon prayed at the time of the opening of the temple. Jesus was in the habit
of praying every day in the wilderness, on mountains, and in the Garden of
Gethsemane. Nobody found fault in Jesus but there were many faults in Solomon,
including moral downfall and idolatry. He was sharply rebuked by the Lord for his
apostasy and the disruption of the kingdom in his son’s time (see 1 Kin. 11:9-13).
His life furnishes a great warning. He describes foolishness in in the book of Proverbs
and thus draws a vivid picture of his own failings. No repentance is written about
him.

John the Baptist spoke of the Lord Jesus as the Lamb of God who takes away the
sin of the world. The Holy Spirit descended on Him when He was baptised in the
Jordan, descending in the form like a dove, and a voice came from heaven ‘You are
my beloved son, with you I am well pleased’ (Luke 3:22). Jesus gives eternal life.
Whoever believes in him will be raised to life eternal. He returned to His Father’s
house to prepare room for His own. For all these reasons and more, He is greater
than Solomon. S. J. M. Edward

From Surulere: Solomon and the One greater than him and others It is a herculean
task to make highlights of the character traits of the incomparable One alongside
fledgling mortal, whether potentates or unheralded. It is akin to comparing a candle
light with the brilliance of a star, or holding up a light bulb to the disarming
magnificence of the sun. Nevertheless, we do often see such dim reflections of traits
amplified in the Lord Jesus, in some scriptural characters.

The zenith of the halcyon days of Solomon’s reign are aptly captured in these
words: ‘Divination is on the lips of the king; his mouth must not transgress in
judgement’ (Prov. 16:10 NKJV). The epic judgement regarding the two mothers
recorded in 1 Kings 3:16-28 cemented Solomon’s reputation as one who spoke as
an oracle of the living God. This, however, will be utterly eclipsed in that future day
when the Lord Jesus comes to the earth to reign as king: ‘Behold, a king will reign
in righteousness and princes will rule with justice’ (Is. 32:1). For at that time, ‘the
earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the LORD, as the waters cover
the sea’ (Hab. 2:14).

‘It is an abomination for kings to commit wickedness, for a throne is established
by righteousness’ (Prov. 16:12). It is a sad fact that many of the great kings of Israel
were caught in the snare of wickedness. Of David, the sweet psalmist of Israel and
man after God’s heart, the prophet Nathan declared: ‘Why have you despised the
commandment of the LORD, to do evil in His sight? …. Now therefore, the sword
shall never depart from your house, because you have despised Me, and have taken
the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be your wife’ (2 Sam. 12:9-10).

The tragic path of wickedness was swiftly trodden by Solomon, again drawing
the divine stricture: ‘So the LORD became angry with Solomon, because his heart
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had turned from the LORD God of Israel, who had appeared to him twice’.
Therefore, the LORD said to Solomon, ‘Because you have done this, and have not
kept my covenant and My statutes which I have commanded you, I will surely tear
the kingdom away from you and give it to your servant’ (1 Kin. 11:9-11). The Lord
Jesus Christ indeed is the epitome of holiness, and of a truth His kingdom will be
established in righteousness: ‘Your throne, O God, is forever and ever; a sceptre of
righteousness is the sceptre of Your kingdom. You love righteousness and hate
wickedness’ (Ps. 45:6-7). Fred Ntido

From Victoria BC: The title ‘Tower of Strength’ for our study, from verse 10 of
chapter 18 is a very appropriate truth for us to know in this age in which we live.
‘Know’ is in the sense of experience as well as head knowledge in Jesus being our
tower of strength.

Jesus is the one whose ‘throne O God, is for ever and ever: the sceptre of thy
kingdom is a right sceptre’ (Ps. 45:6). Solomon is a type and figure of Jesus, having
rule over divine decrees, commerce, civility, and rightness and honour. They are to
be feared, and because they are wise, they are honoured and a blessing, and in turn
their citizens would bless them by being obedient, understanding the Word, being
prudent, pleasant, good, and trusting in God. One brother pointed out that Solomon
learned the things of God from his father David, who, from life experience could
share with his son the pitfalls to avoid in life. The key, of course, is maintaining a
relationship with God by reading His Word and obeying it. Jeremiah 15:16 was
quoted as an illustration of how God’s Word is our necessary food, and how we
read it and take it into our minds and hearts. In turn it becomes a joy and a rejoicing,
because it tells of Him who ‘is called by thy name, O Lord God of hosts.’ A brother
pointed out that another verse says ‘the throne is established by righteousness.’ The
Bible shows that when Israel or Judah had a good king, under divine leadership,
then things were good. After all, these leaders were standing in for the true King of
Israel, the Lord Jesus Christ, and they were supposed to be speaking on behalf of
the Lord.

On the other hand, Israel had kings and leaders who did not measure up to what
was required of a person responsible for the wellbeing of the people of the kingdom
of God. Saul, was head and shoulders above his fellow men and yet when they
came to recognise him as king, he was found hiding. When certain men insulted his
kingship, he noted it but did nothing. Abimelech in Judges 9 was another not so
stellar leader. He ended up killing all his brothers, as he viewed them as rivals. He
led by using baser fellows to help him.

The Lord Jesus will be our strong tower when we let Him lead, and blessings and
favour are ours when we are obedient. R. Lefevre, P. Williamson
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COMMENTS
1. (Cromer): The Hebrew word for ‘gift’ in Proverbs 18:16 is mattan which is
derived from another Hebrew word nathan. The latter has a wide range of meaning
and could imply a gift or ability from God. The adjective ‘great’ (Heb. gadol ) carries
the idea of person/s of maturity and stature, therefore the verse could be understood
to mean what you say firstly.

On the other hand, the application to which you attribute the statement could
well be the meaning, though implying a deceitful transaction. We cannot be definite
on the interpretation of the verse. Verse 14 of Proverbs 21 presents a clearer case
of double dealing. R.B.F .

2. (Greenock): While recognising that the focus of this paper is on the general
theme of relationships (on which valuable and helpful observations are made); we
humbly remind friends that the substance of monthly articles should engage directly
with the texts indicated in the primary references given in the syllabus. For example,
the following verses provide a strong basis for relevant comments on the theme of
relationships: (18:22—the wife), (18:24—the friend), (18:19—the brother),
(18:17—the neighbour). Editors.
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Feature
THE HOUSE OF GOD IN THE BOOK OF JEREMIAH (PART 4)

What God Sadly Found in His House
A number of times in Scripture God’s people are described as ‘the sheep of His
pasture’ (e.g. Pss. 79:13; 95:7; Ezek. 34:31). This indicates His great interest and
concern for the nation of Israel, in providing rich feeding grounds not only for the
satisfaction of their physical needs, but also locations where they would experience
a real sense of His presence and protection. All this afforded much needed comfort
and security, enabling His people to meditate on the abounding supply of His grace
to them in their spiritual service for Him.

He was also fully aware, of course, of their propensity to wander from His ways.
In this respect, God selected shepherds who would have a duty of care for the flock,
and a willingness to resolutely defend their charges. Yet time and again, those
carrying that considerable weight of responsibility became more concerned with
their own welfare, ceasing to look after the sheep of God’s pasture, even neglecting
to visit them. They became lazy in providing what was good for the flock. Such
inaction and dereliction of duty resulted in the nation being scattered and dispersed
among other countries, feeling a sense of forsakenness and worthlessness. On
account of all this, the Lord was determined to punish the shepherds. He would
then reassemble His flock and appoint new shepherds who would nourish and
guard them. They would be able to live securely and comfortably under a very
different attitude of leadership (Jer. 23:2-4).

Future Hope and Present Necessity
Not only would there be a time of renewal for the nation under proper and
beneficial rule and government shortly after this period of change, but already
mention is made prophetically by the Lord, the God of Israel, of a final fulfilment of
this promise in the future when the kingship of the Lord Jesus, who is described as
‘the Branch’ in the genealogy of David the king, will be firmly established, and
justice and righteousness will prevail (23: 5-8).

In our day, those called by the Spirit of God (Acts 20:28) to be shepherds and
leaders of God’s New Testament people since the day of Pentecost, will be and
must be seen to have the necessary credentials set out in 1 Timothy 3:1-7 before
appointment to a work of such vital importance. They must be proven teachers of
the Word (v. 2 ‘apt to teach’) and fully prepared to stand up for the truth of God as
revealed to the apostles and prophets, when wrong teaching is propounded (Tit.
1:9; Acts 1:2-3; Eph. 2:20-22; 2 Tim. 4:2-5; Acts 20:30).

R.B. Fullarton, Bathgate
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Introducing . . . July
‘THE WISE’ AND ‘THE FOOLISH’
In Sunday school, we used to sing:
‘The wise man built his house upon the
Rock ... The foolish man built his house
upon the sand’, and we enthusiastically
performed the associated actions!

Simple yet profound, the chorus
represents the fundamental truth,
graphically illustrated by the Lord Jesus,
that those who are wise heed the
instruction and wisdom contained in
the Word of God, while those who are
foolish reject the sovereignty of divine
truth and build their lives on the
shifting sands of human philosophy.

Proverbs 19:16 illustrates the
positive and negative sides of this truth.

On the one hand, ‘He who keeps
the commandment keeps his soul’
(19:16a NKJV), reminds us of the
Lord’s words to His disciples: ‘If you
love me, you will keep my
commandments’ (John 14:15). How
steadfastly the early disciples loved the
Lord! —’they continued steadfastly in
the apostles teaching’—which came
directly from the Lord in the forty days
after His resurrection (Acts 1:3).

On the other hand, ‘he who is
careless of his ways will die’ (19:16b).
The word ‘careless’ here, is the
Hebrew word bazah - to despise. The
same word is used of Esau in Genesis
25:24 - he ‘despised’ his birthright. The
thought in verse 16b above, is of a
person who not only neglects, but
scorns to develop productive and self-

disciplined habits of life. If not
converted from the error of their ways,
their direction of travel will most surely
lead them to destruction (Mat. 7:13).
This is true in both the natural and the
spiritual spheres of life.

David wrote: ‘The fool says in his
heart, “There is no God”’ (Ps. 53:1
ESV). How often the following perverse
reaction is seen in those who profess
atheism: ‘A person’s own folly leads to
their ruin, yet their heart rages against
the LORD’ (Prov. 19:3 NIV).

On the spiritually positive side, Paul
exhorts disciples of Christ to habitually
crucify the flesh (a painful but wise act
of faith which can only be achieved in
the power of the Holy Spirit): ‘if by the
spirit ye mortify the deeds of the body,
ye shall live’ (Rom. 8:13); and again,
‘they that are of Christ Jesus have
crucified the flesh with the passions
and the lusts thereof. If we live by the
Spirit, by the Spirit let us also walk’
(Gal. 5:24-25).

So, why are some wise and others
foolish in their response to the Word of
God? In the last analysis, some respond
by faith in honest humility to ‘the still
small voice’ of the Spirit of God, while
others harden their hearts in the folly
and self-deceit of human pride. ‘Keep
the commandments and keep your
life; despising them leads to death’
(Prov. 19:16 NLT). J.J.
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From Study Groups . . .
THE LORD WEIGHS THE HEART (PROVERBS 19, 20 & 21)
From Aberdeen: Man’s goings are of the LORD; how can a man then understand
his own way?’ (Prov. 20:24). Albert Barnes considers this arresting proverb and
comments, ‘The order of a man’s life is a mystery even to himself. He knows not
where he is going, or for what God is educating him’. Our goings - our steps are so
often without our conscious awareness of God’s overriding control upon life’s
journey; we nevertheless, on occasions, catch glimpses of His interventions and
guiding hand. Whatever plans we prepare we take courage by laying hold of the
promise: ‘And the LORD shall guide thee continually ...’ (Is. 58:11 RV).

From the varied and diverse proverbs of the present study we glean the
following:

• there are many plans in a man’s heart (Prov. 19:21 NASB);
• there can be a particular deep plan in a man’s heart which needs to be drawn

out by another who has understanding (20:5);
• purposes or plans can be established by counsel or consultation (20:18);
• the thoughts or plans of the diligent tend only to plenteousness (21:5).

Two concluding points that might be brought to our attention are, ‘an
inheritance ... gotten hastily at the beginning’ will not be blessed in the end (20:21).
And consider the distinction implied by the ‘spirit’ of man as ‘the candle of the
LORD searching all the inward parts of the belly’ (20:27 AV). The ‘inward parts of
the belly’ are rendered in the NASB as ‘all the innermost parts of his being’. Perhaps
this is a scripture that distinguishes between soul and spirit (Heb. 4:12) [Comment 1].

James Johnson

From Aberkenfig: Contrasts in the behaviour of mankind are emphasised in these
chapters in which Solomon expresses the actions, of the lazy and the diligent. We
are referred back to previous chapters (6, for example), yet at the same time forward
to 26:13-16. Factors affecting this behaviour might be: (a) loss of confidence
possibly caused by a feeling of lack of skill; or (b) a lack of desire. Sluggards want
the rewards of hard work yet are not prepared to put in the effort.

This is particularly relevant when a team can be held back by a sluggish team
member in not achieving their collective goal. It is pertinent across human
endeavours. A more acute situation is therefore seen in the rewards for achievement
where God’s sovereignty fails to be acknowledged. It may be our decisions, but God
is in control and hence the use of a comparative couplet in 21:1. He is saying ‘like
irrigation canals carrying water is the heart of the king in the Lord’s hand’. Whatever
the ruler or government dictates in terms of policies, laws or edicts, the entire matter
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from start to finish is in the Lord’s sovereign hand [Comment 2]. To a lesser extent
this is also seen in 19:21. Thus a position of privilege, or authority requires wise and
humble stewardship. It takes us back to previous verses in 16:2-5. Not only so, but
we must be scrupulous in all our dealings with our fellows, no matter how small.
The matter of integrity should be uppermost. The reality is that each one of us will
stand before God to give an account for our decisions and accept the consequences.
God is not mocked nor is His sovereignty called into question.

When Saul the king returned from the battle, having been instructed to utterly
destroy the Amalekites (1 Sam.15), he was told by Samuel: ‘to obey is better than
sacrifice‘. In Proverbs 21:3 we see that ‘to do justice and judgement is more
acceptable to the LORD than sacrifice’ and the verses which follow show how
important integrity is to the Lord for ‘He weigheth the hearts‘: indeed the remainder
of the chapter continues this theme.

Throughout the scriptures we can see how man’s plans can be thwarted if they
are not in God’s will and purpose. Our walk and talk must be the same today as we
seek to carry out God’s will in showing the excellencies of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Bill Paterson

From Cromer: False friends There always have been unscrupulous people who
have sought to buy influence – see 19:4 and 6. Scripture is not commending this
behaviour, merely commenting on it as the way of the world.

A suitable helper God’s intention in creating a woman was to provide a suitable
partner for him, who could help him in the superintendence of the creation, for
God said ‘It is not good that the man should be alone’ (Gen. 2:18 ESV). The
phraseology used has led to the coining of the word ‘helpmeet’, but there is no such
thing; there are two separate words, meaning a suitable partner. Those of us that
have been married for over 60 years can attest to the fact that we have had ‘a help
meet’ to us over that time, but some of the instances in Proverbs show that it is not
always so. 19:13 and 21:9 point out the corrosive effects of a quarrelling wife, which
wastes energy which could be turned to better purpose.

Retaliation If we are attacked, the normal human reaction is to retaliate; we feel
that this reaction is justified, but that is not God’s way. He says ‘Do not say, “I will
repay evil”; wait for the LORD, and he will deliver you’ (20:22). The Lord’s own
words accord with the scripture, as we would expect: ‘you have heard that it was
said, An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth. But I say to you, do not resist the
one who is evil. But if anyone slaps you on the right cheek, turn to him the other
also. And if anyone would sue you and take your tunic, let him have your cloak as
well. And if anyone forces you to go one mile, go with him two miles’ (Mat.
5:38:41).
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God knows These three chapters emphasise the importance of sincerity: even if a
man is self-justifying ‘the Lord weighs the heart’ (21:2). This is as true now as is it
has ever been, and to keep on reminding ourselves is a salutary thought.

Peter Hickling

From Glasgow: A worthwhile relationship with the Lord, who weighs the heart In
Proverbs 19:2, 8 (NIV), we observe that the outstanding wisdom God gave to
Solomon would be accompanied by zeal guided by knowledge, while as long as he
cherished understanding he would know success. This would be evident to the
Queen of Sheba, and Hiram king of Tyre, both of whom paid tribute to Israel’s king.
The former visited to test reports of his understanding and present sumptuous gifts,
and the latter sent Tyre’s craftsmen and finest materials – cedar, pine and algum
logs from Lebanon, in exchange for Israel’s wheat, barley, olive oil and wine (2 Chr.
2:7-16). Those monarchs would be experienced judges of character, seen in
Solomon’s words and court officials. The fear of the Lord led to life and rest (Prov.
19:23) for Israel’s king, and we may test this today in our service to God’s house, by
shedding on our preaching, teaching and care the lamp of the Lord in His Word of
holiness, truth and love (Prov. 20:27-28).

In Solomon’s later years of failure, we note his departure from Proverbs 19:14,
marrying Pharaoh’s daughter and other wives and serving their gods (1 Kin. 3:1, 3;
11:1-13), drawing God’s anger on himself, albeit tempered with mercy as our
faithful God kept covenant with David, the man after His heart.

In contrast with Israel’s king, we do well to reflect on the incomparable example
of our Lord Jesus Christ. He is the most faithful of all witnesses to God’s grace and
peace, since He shed His precious blood at Calvary, bearing our sins, and the
judgement we deserved, in His body on the cross (Rev. 1:2-5), the greatest ruler on
earth, both today as Son over God’s house, and in the future when He shall reign
with His divine authority as King of kings and Lord of lords. By His cross He achieved
salvation for sinners, and is the greatest subject of our preaching from the Word of
grace and truth and love. We do well to give our best attention to handling those
matters with the application they deserve, for in serving believers who form that
house, holding onto courage and hope, we may express the character of our great
God and Saviour (Heb. 3:6; cp. Phil. 1:5-6). May the Lord Himself lead us with the
wise heart that guides our mouths, and pleasant words of grace and truth in the
gospel of Christ, both for believers and for those whom we may be used to reach
for Him (Prov. 16:21-23).

Finally, we reflect on the devotion we owe to our Lord and Saviour, who loves
us and freed us from our sins by His blood, and has made us to be a kingdom and
priests to serve His God and Father, both now in His house, and in that glorious
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future (Rev. 1:5-6; 5:9-10). To Him be glory and power for ever and ever! Amen.
Martin Archibald

From Greenock: Can two walk together, except they be agreed?’ That was the
message given by God to Amos to pass on to the people whom God has chosen out
of all the earth (Amos 3:3 KJV). As a nation they should all have been in agreement
with the call by God. Once they had boasted they could do everything God asked
them (Ex. 19:8; 24:3,7).

Today any relationships we may form must centre on the love God has shown
to us. It is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Spirit (Rom. 5:5). Paul makes it
very clear to saints in the church in Corinth when he pronounces ‘Your body is the
temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, you are not your
own; you were bought at a price: therefore glorify God in your body…’ (1 Cor.
6:19). We cannot conform to the world when its values go against God’s word (Rom.
12:2). The moral code of this world is evil (Gal. 1:4; Tit. 2:12). We are not to be
taken out of the world but the world needs to be taken out of us (John 17:11-16).
[Proverbs 19:16 (NKJV) underlines these truths: ‘He who keeps the commandment
keeps his soul, but he who is careless of his ways will die.’—Eds].

We are not ‘free agents’, as the moral compass of the world would have us
believe. We do not have the right to ill-treat our bodies whether by substance abuse
or by non-essential surgery. Advocating the right of children to undergo transition
of the gender with which they were born conflicts with the protective care adults
should show towards children. The individuals pushing for reassignment surgery of
children may well be vicariously acting out their own desires. The way we treat our
bodies reflects the feelings we have about God’s ownership.

Our emotions are very powerful forces and could lead us into dangerous
relationships where our relationship with the indwelling Holy Spirit is devalued. Paul
teaches the saints in Corinth that sexual relationships, whether adultery or
fornication, joins the believer to the other person. Physical abuse of our bodies is
clearly wrong but Paul also warns of the damage of mental abuse. How can a
believer be in a relationship with someone who lives contrary to scriptural guidance
without damaging their spiritual union with God through the indwelling Holy Spirit?
This is echoing the words of Amos [also Proverbs 19:23 – ‘The fear of the Lord leads
to life, and he who has it will abide in satisfaction; he will not be visited with evil
...’—Eds]. We need to be in complete spiritual agreement in our relationships to
avoid the foolish wisdom of this world as described by God (1 Cor. 3:19).

So let us form a living relationship with God. Have a time set apart for reading
and meditation on the Word of God. We cannot have a monopoly of the Holy Spirit
but we can subject ourselves to the will of God so that the Holy Spirit can have a
monopoly of us. We must meet with our fellow disciples which gives mutual support
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(Heb. 10:25). Valuing our relationship with the Godhead is crucial. Then we can
bring our human relationships into alignment with the divine. [Proverbs 21:21
agrees with this thought – ‘He who follows righteousness and mercy finds life,
righteousness, and honour.’—Eds]. We could write out any of the verses dealing
with relationships and read it frequently during the day (Josh. 1:8; Ps 1:2). You can
treasure the word of God and keep it in your heart to guide your actions and
friendships (Ps. 119.11). Steve Henderson

From Melbourne: These chapters of instruction seem to focus on relationships
between man and his God, and men and each other. The Lord desires a relationship
with mankind as it delights His soul to find them walking in His ways, ‘He who keeps
the commandment keeps his soul’ (Prov.19:16 NKJV).

We learn in Chapter 21:1-2 of the Lord’s sovereignty over humanity from the
king on his throne to the poor beggar on the street and even the death of the little
sparrows (Mat. 10:29 NKJV). His sovereignty is His absolute superiority over all
things and His absolute ownership of all things as brought into being by the Son,
Jesus Christ. The absolute dependence of all things upon Him is clear from their
creation ‘out of nothing’, and all human beings depend upon Him for their
blessedness. God the three in one, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, are equally one
God. God is independent, self-existent, self-sustaining and the sole sustainer of all
things. Without Him nothing would exist. His judgements are absolutely holy,
righteous and just in all their ways, which are from everlasting (Hab. 3:6). He is
absolutely consistent in character, truth and purpose. He had from eternity an
unchangeable plan for His redemption of mankind through the Son, Jesus Christ.
Yet He allows men to chart their own course through life, which when ended ‘the
Lord weighs the hearts’ (Prov. 21:2). We read in Luke 16:15 the Lord Jesus, having
been derided by the Pharisees replies to them, ‘you are those who justify yourselves
before men, but God knows your hearts. For what is highly esteemed among men
is an abomination in the sight of God’. Christ will be the righteous judge of the living
and the dead at the great white throne (Rev. 20:11).

The Preacher says that the Lord will direct the paths of those who honour him
in keeping an honourable relationship with Him (Prov. 3:5-6). We read of the
consequences of man doing what is right in his own eyes in these three chapters
with warnings in chapter 21:28-29 – ‘a false witness shall perish’ (v. 28), with the
parallelism ‘but a careful listener will testify successfully’ (v. 28 NIV). ‘The wicked
man hardens his face but as for the upright he understands his way’ (v. 29 NKJV).
‘There is no wisdom or understanding or counsel against the LORD’ (v.30), because
He is sovereign.

To establish a solid foundation for a meaningful friendship with fellow human
beings we quickly learn how fickle this can be. Fame, riches and the giving of gifts
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brings many friends but when poverty comes friends quickly desert (19:6-7),
showing the fickleness of relationships while ‘A true friend loves at all times’
(17:17a); and ‘there is a friend who sticks closer than a brother’ (18:24b), i.e. Christ
our Saviour. Abraham was called ‘the friend of God’ (James 2:23b), the
unchangeable sovereign Lord of the universe: there can be no greater friend than
our God.

King Solomon speaks of the things of this world, ‘Vanity of vanities says the
Preacher, vanity of vanities all is vanity’ (Eccles. 1:2). The word vanity means
worthless, empty, transitory, coming to nothing in eternity.

The lines of a poem by Charles Thomas Studd (1869-1931), an evangelist in
India, Africa and China, penned these wonderfully challenging words ‘Only one life,
‘twill soon be past, only what’s done for Christ will last’. May this be our constant
goal to serve our Master faithfully to the end. Ronald Busby

From Mount Forest: There are 6 references to ‘king’ in Proverbs chapters 19-21
(19:12; 20:2,8,26,28; 21:1 NKJV). Like most others in Proverbs, four of these
generally concern expression of righteous wrath, mainly in administration of justice.
For this, the king needs wisdom (20:26) and a correct balance of mercy and truth
(20:28). Solomon himself would need these attributes as king of Israel, and notably
seen as a son of David - who in many respects exemplified kingship. Solomon
desired his own son to display such attributes too. In studying these chapters, we
were trying to focus on illustrations of Christ, with these verses relevant to His kingly
qualities. The combination in Psalm 85:10 (and many other Psalms) of mercy and
truth in God's dealings with His people find their culmination in Christ. We noted
that in our human experience we may find it very difficult to balance or combine
both mercy and truth. Our concept of mercy may not get much further than
compassion, for those in evident suffering. But God is able and willing to justly
remove a deserved penalty from a guilty offender by His provision of mercy, even
to a sinner and enemy (Rom.5:8,10). He is propitiated by the sacrifice of Christ, and
can therefore be just and the justifier of those receiving His exceptional mercy
(3:26). Forgiven ourselves, we do well to forgive others whom we see God has
sovereignly forgiven (Eph.4:32); how could we justify not doing so?

We were impressed by the statement in Proverbs 21:1 ‘The king’s heart is in the
hand of the LORD, Like the rivers of water; He turns it wherever He wishes’. Though
we can again see application to the kingly writer of the proverb, who should have
shown subjection to Yahweh in his decision-making, we thought of this verse as
illustrating the submission of the Son of Man to His God and Father. It seems to use
an analogy about irrigating water not merely going its own way but being wisely
directed to different parts of thirsty ground. We know the Son intentionally, not
robotically, always spoke the Father's words and did His works (John 14:10;
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Ps.40:8). The emphasis in the proverb of heart-motivated action, obviously true
regarding Christ, may be reflected in Christlikeness when we see, and submissively
comply with, God's direction.

We compared Proverbs 20:12 to John 3:3-13. Nicodemus was thinking on a
physical level, and so spiritually he did not initially ‘hear’ what Christ was saying, or
‘see’ the truth of it. The background to the proverb (vv. 9-11) seems to relate to
integrity. We may blindly use a different measure when looking at our own motives
than we would use to assess others. God despises such inconsistent measurement
(repeated in v. 23). Again, if our God-given faculties are properly used, we may ‘see’
challenges from a divine perspective and not simply hit back (cf. Rom.12:20-21).
Note the proverb (v. 22) sees us in our own need for deliverance, rather than simply
promising revenge against our adversary. Geoff Hydon

From Ravulapalem: ‘Every way of a man is right in his own eyes but the LORD

weighs the heart’ (Prov. 21:2 ESV). One who makes haste with his feet misses the
way. His foolishness turns his character upside down. He will get angry with God in
his heart. The man who keeps wisdom in his mind will discover goodness (19:8).
Good character slows down the anger of a man. His forgiving of others gives honour
to him. The Lord’s purpose is final even though there are a lot of plans in the mind
of a man. A God-fearing man will have contentment in life without any harm. Man
gets knowledge and wisdom with approval from God by seeking it from him.
Honouring God with our minds brings the resources to perceive life correctly to give
sound advice and to answer hard questions (3:13; 14:33). Avoiding strife is an
honour to a person (1Cor. 11:16).

The purpose in man’s heart is like deep water and a wise man will draw it out
(20:6). In Proverbs 18:4 a man’s words from the mouth are deep waters. No one
can say that he has cleansed his heart and removed sin from it. Deep waters aptly
symbolize the wisdom that lies within a godly person (Is. 43:2) [Comment 3].

Even a child makes himself known by his acts, whether his character and conduct
are pure and good. Every purpose is established by counsel and with good advice.
The warriors will go to war with wise advice from the experienced. Man cannot
understand his ways as they are under the control of God (Prov. 20:24). The Lord
looks for righteous behaviour from His people and it is more acceptable to him than
offering sacrifices. The way of the guilty is crooked and the conduct of the pure is
perfect.

Doing justice is joy to the righteous but evildoers face terror. The person who
leaves the way of wisdom will suffer for it. Precious treasure and oil are in the wise
man’s house but a fool devours and wastes them. If we keep our mouth and tongue
we will be kept out of trouble. The tongue has the power of life and death and those
who love it will eat its fruit (18:21). It is a fire and a world of iniquity, defiling the
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whole body (James 3:6). A pure-hearted person keeps his character good and
perfect. No wisdom, no knowledge, no counsel can avail against God.

S. J. M. Edward

From Surulere: Plans and Purpose Life quite often presents itself in riveting
paradoxes: ‘He who finds his life, will lose it and he who loses his life for My sake,
will find it’ (Mat. 10:39 NKJV). The Lord Jesus declared again: ‘For whoever desires
to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake will find it’
(Mat.16:25).

It was the Irish poet, W.B.  Yeats, who famously wrote: ‘The best lack all
conviction, while the worst are full of passionate intensity’. It is an abiding human
oddity, the insightful observation of the wise man Solomon that: ‘The race is not to
the swift, nor the battle to the strong, nor bread to the wise, nor riches to men of
understanding, nor favour to men of skill’ (Eccles. 9:11).

Indubitably, there is an abiding place and need, in the course of human
existence, for careful and concerted efforts at making plans. Our Lord Jesus Christ
asserted verily: ‘For which of you, intending to build a tower, does not sit down first
and count the cost, whether he has enough to finish it … or what king, going to
make war against another king, does not sit down first and consider whether he is
able with ten thousand to meet him who comes against him with twenty thousand’
(Luke 14:28-31).

Nevertheless, a compelling truth of the Scripture is that plans and purposes apart,
the purity and altruism or self-centredness of same notwithstanding, the Lord’s will
is the overarching consideration: ‘Instead you ought to say, “if the Lord wills, we
shall live and do this or that”’ (James 4:15).

The sinfulness of the heart, even of the regenerate, is a constant theme in the
Bible: ‘The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked, who can
know it? I, the LORD, search the heart, I test the mind, even to give every man
according to his ways, according to the fruit of his doings’ (Jer. 17:9-10). The
exhortation of the wise man is also very apt: ‘Keep your heart with all diligence, for
out of it spring the issues of life’ (Prov. 4:23), and it is in the springing of the issues
of life that there is a motley intertwining of the deliberate plans and purposes of
man and his sometimes mercurial, dishonest and passionless traits. Of a truth, the
prophet Jeremiah declared: ‘O LORD, I know the way of man is not in himself; it is
not in man who walks to direct his own steps’ (Jer. 10:23) [This agrees with the
Proverb: ‘Every way of a man is right in his own eyes, but the LORD weighs the
hearts’ (Prov. 21:2 NKJV)—Eds].

The Lord is still sovereign over all things and although He does not predetermine
the course of events, which He has foreknowledge of, in order to render mortals
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redundant, it is His counsel that will still prevail (Prov.19:21). Our attitude should
mirror that of our Lord Jesus: ‘Nevertheless, not My will, but Yours, be done’ (Luke
22:42). Fred Ntido

From Victoria BC: What should characterize a worthwhile relationship? After some
discussion, we agreed on a few points: number one was integrity. It is good to have
a friend who has integrity. This friend would have a life which is modelled on how
the Lord himself lived. The Lord Jesus had no flaws in His behaviour. He was
absolutely perfect in His relationships. He isn’t a ‘fair weather’ friend. His is a
friendship that won’t abandon you when you are poor (Prov. 19:4,7). He can share
hard truths with us because He is the faithful friend whose wounds are to our benefit
(27:6). He is the friend that gives good advice and Jesus’ lips and words are as
precious jewels of knowledge (20:15). We want our friends to be true, discreet, and
diligent (19:9,11,15). Someone mentioned it is good to have a friend that
understands us (20:5, 27:17). We find that Jesus is the only one in whom we can
truly confide, get sound advice from, and can give thoughts and ideas to us, plus
give guidance. We all agreed that being discreet and keeping confidence is a huge
part of what we seek in a friend. How many friendships have changed because of
indiscretion or betraying a confidence.

We would expect that our spouses can be a benefit similar to our relationship
with Jesus. After all, we are espoused to Jesus, and marriage is the clearest picture
of a relationship with Jesus and a believer, and when everything is operating
correctly then we have a satisfying and happy relationship.

The scripture shows though, that sometimes we can be married to a brawling
and contentious wife (21:9,19). The word ‘brawl’ means to quarrel, strive or fight.
The word ‘contentious’ is as unpleasant, as are the women and the men who behave
like this. They start arguments you cannot win. They are always seeing the downside.
Matthew 10: 36 (KJV) says that a man’s foes shall be they of his own household. In
1Timothy 3:4-5, God’s word encourages us to rule our own house. It is something
we are to fight for and not abandon. We look for the following things in a deacon
or an overseer: soberness, hospitality, patience, truthfulness, not double-tongued,
and, of course, faithfulness in God’s things. We all agreed that Jesus is that faithful
friend that fulfils all our needs and is the ‘true friend that sticks closer than a brother’
(18:24). Our part is to live by the other part of that verse that says that if we want
friends, then we are to be a friend to others [Comment 4].

The second question asked us to look at these truths in light of the vanity of the
world. We can make plans, but the Lord’s purposes will prevail (19:21).

R. Lefevre, P. Williamson
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COMMENTS
1. (Aberdeen): The Hebrew word for ‘spirit’ in Proverbs 20:27 (nephesh) is not the
word most commonly used for spirit in the Old Testament, which is ruach. Its
meaning has to do with the life principle given to man by God by which he lives,
and is the conduit of God’s communication with him (see Job 26:4b). The soul of
man is the Hebrew neshamah, more to do with the essence of man’s being, with
the thought of answerability to his Creator as to how that life is lived in accordance
with God’s laws. That distinction is similarly brought out in the meaning of the New
Testament Greek words in Hebrews 4:12: pneuma (spirit) and psuche (soul). R.B.F .

I suggest that the invisible (to our eyes) dividing line between soul and spirit, is
detectable to God alone and far beyond the ability of mere mortals to discern.
Barnes also comments on this verse, and points us to ‘the true light, even the light
which lighteth every man’ (John 1:9 R.V.), reminding us that ‘all things are naked
and laid open before the eyes of him with whom we have to do’ (Heb. 4:12-13).

J.J.

2. (Aberkenfig): Not every decision taken by worldly rulers has the Lord’s seal of
approval.  When their edicts run contrary to the will and Word of God, we
understand He may permit them to make bad and even immoral laws, which
adversely affect the nation; but, as you rightly point out, God will hold them
accountable for their actions. J.J.

3. (Ravulapalem): We distinguish between the deep waters of a person’s heart,
which determine the thoughts they express with their mouth as described in
Proverbs 18:4, and the deep waters of earthly troubles through which the LORD
promises to go with His faithful ones, as described in Isaiah 43:2. J.J.

4. (Victoria B.C.): Interestingly, the New King James Version is the only version that
translates Proverbs 18:24 in this way. Most other versions translate the verse to mean
that the making of many friends increases the risk of not just being let down by
unreliable associates but of coming to ruin or destruction as a result. J.J.
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Feature
THE HOUSE OF GOD IN THE BOOK OF JEREMIAH (Part 5)
A Prophet in a Pickle for Simply Speaking God’s Word in God’s House
In the early part of the reign of Jehoiakim king of Judah, grandson of the righteous Josiah
and son of the wicked Jehoahaz, Judah was in serious trouble having become a vassal
state of Egypt. Jehoiakim’s reign lasted eleven years and was, as with many other kings
of Judah, blighted by corruption. During this time, Jeremiah was instructed by the Lord
to take his place in the court of the house of God and proclaim that future judgment
would come upon God’s people as a result of their constant disregard of His word.
Moreover, the city of Jerusalem would become a curse in the eyes of all nations on earth.
His message caused an uproar: instead of seeking God’s forgiveness and mercy, the
whole multitude, including priests and prophets, took exception to all they heard and
threatened him with summary death (2 Kin. 23:35; Jer. 26:2,6,8).

The next event that took place was the arrival of the princes of Judah who heard the
news of crowd trouble in the city while taking their ease in the royal palace, and made
their way to the house of the Lord, no doubt ready to throw the weight of their privileged
position behind the authority of the priests and prophets who claimed the prophet
Jeremiah had spoken pejoratively and demanded that he pay the death penalty.

The princes, however, accepted the powerfully convincing words of Jeremiah who
testified that God alone had sent him to speak such words of warning. This was to be
backed by a change of heart from the people as a whole, who recognised at last that
God was speaking to them through this God-fearing man. For the present, the prophet’s
life was spared, thankfully through the support of Ahikam, a man of standing among the
people (26:10,12,16,24).

Fighting for the Faith
Faithfulness of testimony to God’s word may bring about situations of personal difficulty
and danger, but that does not mean the word of God should in any way be restrained.
The very fact that the apostle Paul was imprisoned for his defence and confirmation of
the gospel was a means of encouragement to his other fellow saints to boldly speak the
word of life fearlessly and not be afraid of adversarial reaction (1 Tim. 6:12-14; Phil. 1:7,
14, 28; 2:16).

Those in the church of God in Thessalonica, in Greece, were emboldened in their
witness by what took place on their own doorstep as a result of the preaching of Paul
and his travelling companions, when so many turned to the Lord. Likewise, in Beroea
and also in the capital city of Athens, a great and effectual work for the Lord was
achieved (Acts 17:4,12,34; 1 Thes. 2:13-14).

R.B. Fullarton, Bathgate
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Introducing . . . August
RELATIONSHIP OF PARENTS AND CHILDREN
Both Old and New Testaments of the
Bible are clear and concise regarding
the God-honouring treatment of
parents to their offspring and the
attitude of children to their parents and
elderly relatives. Introducing young
children to the Scriptures in a simple
fashion most surely will yield dividends
as they progress from infancy to
maturity, as seen in the case of
Timothy, whose early spiritual
education was in the capable hands of
his godly mother and grandmother (2
Tim. 1:5; 3:15).

Solomon’s words in Proverbs 22:6
and 15 look at the process as one of
instruction and correction. The first
verse indicates a strong likelihood of
scriptural teaching with its moral
obligations having a real force in a
youngster’s life not only early on, but
right through his or her time on earth,
and where and when there is ‘a going
askew’, if corrected, lasting benefit will
accrue (see also 23:13-14).

The supreme exemplar of parents
fulfilling their obligations before God is
the parenthood of Joseph and Mary.
Their carrying out of God’s law through
the words of Moses regarding what a
mother in Israel of newly-born child
had to do, was duly fulfilled. Year after
year they travelled with others, family
and friends, to Jerusalem to faithfully
keep the Passover feast. When the Lord
Jesus was twelve years of age, a family

crisis occurred when the Saviour ‘went
missing’. Their deep love and constant
care for Him prompted urgent
retracing of their steps and when they
found Him back in the temple
listening, questioning, and answering
the teachers of the law, having sought
an explanation from their son, to which
he responded graciously, we read of
Him being ‘subject to them’. What a
wonderful attitude of the God-Man:
the Son of God in human form taking
the place of subjection to His earthly
father and mother (Lev. 12; Luke 2:22-
24, 41,44, 46,51).

In the world, sadly, we are aware of
days on earth that are gradually
worsening all round, described as times
of grief by the apostle Paul when
writing to Timothy. Among the many
utterly distasteful characteristics
enumerated of these end times, we
have ‘disobedient to parents’. When
people have no fear of God in their
lives anything goes; moral restraints are
removed simply because God’s voice
to them, as a result of their unbelief and
unrestrained conduct, is shuttered (2
Tim. 3:1-9; Rom. 1:28-30).

Throughout our lives, we have an
obligation to do all we can for our
parents, cherishing and honouring
them in whatever way possible. At the
same time, endeavouring to ensure a
positive, educative and supportive
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attitude to our children, in the fear of
the Lord (Eph. 6:1,4; Col. 3:20-21).

R.B.F .

From Study Groups . . .
APPLY YOUR HEART (PROVERBS 22, 23 & 24)
From Aberdeen: The tone of Proverbs 22 to 24 sounds like a personal conversation
from parent to offspring. Solomon is imparting ‘knowledge’ (22: 17) to his son
(23:15; 24:21). These proverbial warnings obviously apply to a son but may also
apply in the wider sense of literal and figurative relationship including grandson
(Strong’s Dictionary). Being Israel’s king, Solomon conveys a royal perspective
combined with fatherly advice. Many of the proverbs in these chapters indicate how
prospective kings (leaders, judges and subjects) ought to pay attention to matters
essential to ruling well, and also address the proper behaviour for subjects of the
realm. The teaching style of chapters 22:17 through to chapter 24 is the same as the
first nine chapters (see NASB marginal note). In these portions there are repeated
admonitions of ‘do not’ and repeated appeals directed to ‘my son’. Admonition is
an old word that is not necessarily negative but rather positively warns how to avoid
particular pitfalls. Thus, Paul wrote confidently to the church of God in Rome
because they were, ‘able also to admonish one another’ (Rom. 15:14 NASB).

The words of the wise were to be ‘kept within’ the attentive hearer, ‘to make
you know the certainty of the words of truth’ (Prov. 22:21). We are reminded of
the well-ordered account from Luke to Theophilus, ‘... so that you might know the
exact truth about the things you have been taught’ (Luke 1:4). The AV helpfully
renders this ‘That thou mightest know the certainty of those things ...’

Amongst these wise words is a most interesting insight from the richest of kings
– Solomon, as he lays out the reality of the fleeting nature of wealth: ‘Do not weary
yourself to gain wealth ... When you set your eyes on it, it is gone. For wealth
certainly makes itself wings, like an eagle that flies toward the heavens’ (Prov. 23:4-
5). The word from Paul to Timothy conveys further wisdom for navigating this
present world, ‘For the love of money is a root of all sorts of evil, and some by
longing for it have wandered away from the faith, and pierced themselves with many
a pang’ (1 Tim. 6:10). James Johnson

From Aberkenfig: God’s sovereignty is again emphasised as we progress from
Proverbs chapter 21 into chapter 22. It matters not what our status in life happens
to be, His sovereign will is absolute: He answers to no one. As someone has truly
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said, ’God has never met His match, or ever come close to it, nor ever will.’ All of
us will stand before Him and account for our decisions: we must accept the
consequences of our choices. This is further borne out in 22:2 where we’re
reminded that God is the Maker of all. We note the common phrase: ‘the end
justifies the means’, which is abhorrent to God in that He shows the only way is
with a contrite heart and spirit (Ps. 34:18). The younger in the faith should be trained
in the way of the Lord: memorising Scripture is one avenue that could be used to
overcome the ‘thorns and snares‘ encountered as we mature in the Christian
journey, just as the Israelites were commanded to keep God’s statutes (Deut. 6:6-
9; 11:18-20), and to teach their children. Extensive use is made of hyperbole in the
three chapters of Proverbs 22-24, especially where the dangers of a wild dangerous
animal is exaggerated. Then in verse 14 ‘the mouth of the strange women is a deep
pit’, and further in Proverbs 26:13-15.

From 22:17 the tone would appear to change, turning to the application of the
heart to the advice already given in the previous chapters: nevertheless, the theme
is very much of a conflict of imbalance between extremes. All throughout life this is
something that has to be dealt with and Solomon deals with the challenges here.
He focuses our attention on ‘applying our heart’ (23:12) from general living to
specific instructions, as instances are illuminated. The emphasis is on differentiating
what he means by the terms used of wisdom, understanding and knowledge.
Whether we like it or not, we must realise that life is a struggle, in that there must
be a balance between such opposing forces as prosperity and adversity. This can be
seen in 11:28 amongst other scriptures. When adversity dominates our lives, the
natural reaction is to ‘give up and quit’. Our physical strength has been
compromised, borne out in 24:10, but the answer has already been given in 24:5,
and the words David wrote as he ended Psalms 27 and 31, ‘Be of good courage
therefore, and God will strengthen thy heart’. Closely linked to these are the terms
of moderation and addiction/obsession already covered in 20:1, but dealt with here
in detail (23:29). The pictures presented in verses 33-34 give the impression that
Solomon had personal experience (himself or close family) of suffering from what
could be regarded as hallucinations due to the consumption of such substances. The
problem of addiction extends beyond the abuse of alcohol or drugs, It can lead to
compulsive behaviour disorders: it is the start of a downward spiral.

Clearly the believer should take the necessary steps to avoid any abuse to the
allure and effects of alcohol or mind-altering substances by keeping a balanced life,
ensuring the words of 23:12 are ever before us ‘apply thy heart unto instruction,
and thy ears to the words of knowledge.’ Bill Paterson

From Cromer: Am I a failure? Proverbs 22:6 is a scripture that challenges every
parent that reads it; it reads ‘bring up a child in the way he should go; even when
he is old he will not depart from it [ESV]. Parents who have conscientiously sought
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to bring up their children to trust in God and His Son may feel that they are failures
if the children turn their backs on their parents’ faith. Yet this may result from mere
intellectual rebelliousness; what kind of people are they? The short, pithy sayings of
Proverbs contrast the diligent and the idle, the wise and the foolish, the wicked and
the righteous. Yet it has often been pointed out that children learn by example,
rather than by precept.

The source of wisdom Most of us know people who we have to admit are more
intelligent than ourselves, but are they ipso facto wiser? Not necessarily – I knew
and respected a man who was not highly educated, but whom I thought of as very
wise. Wisdom could be defined as applied intelligence, applying someone’s wisdom
to what he does. James 3:13 refers to ‘the meekness of wisdom’ and the attitude
behind someone’s wisdom determines its nature. If it derives from ‘bitter jealousy
and selfish ambition’ it is ‘earthly, unspiritual, demonic’, whereas the wisdom which
is from above ‘is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, open to reason, full of mercy
and good fruits, impartial and sincere’. Narcissism is the very negation of wisdom –
it says ‘me first’, the opposite of the attitude of Christ, who really was first.

Peter Hickling

From Glasgow: Proverbs 22-24—Using the Bible Book to encourage trust in the
Lord in today’s world Our first focus is the value before God and men of a good
name, in contrast with the earthly value of silver or gold (Prov. 22:1, NIV). The aim
in 22:19 is trust in the Lord, and with this in view ‘Solomon, son of David, king of
Israel’ (Prov. 1:1) taught his son. We set this instruction alongside the value of
humility and the fear of the Lord, bringing wealth, honour and life (Prov. 22:4), and
we do well to heed the warning of 22:5. Today we may draw on the God-given
wisdom found in Proverbs when we meet those in churches of God, and others
whom we may meet in daily life and witness, coping with illness, financial troubles,
displacement, or bereavement. We can trust God to guide us when to speak and
when rather to listen, as led by the Shepherd of the flock, and by the Holy Spirit
(cp. John. 15:26; 16:13-15).

Wisdom from beneath and wisdom from above Perhaps some in churches of God,
or those we know through witness, are distressed by troubles in this sad world.
Believers in Christ, with knowledge of Him, may realise those people are in danger
of reproach, maltreatment, or neglect. If they fail to give help, as guided by our Lord,
they may be held responsible by God, who weighs the heart, and suffer loss, now
and in the day of judgement when failure will be declared (1 Cor. 3:13, RV). We
can take courage, however, because the outcome will be reward, though we shall
give account for omissions. We can point to this encouragement, for the help of
those who suffer now, and to the rewards of wisdom in Proverbs 24:14.

Martin Archibald
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From Greenock: While there is much wisdom in both Proverbs and in James, we
are best guided by the words spoken by the Lord Jesus [Comment 1]. The disciples
were instructed not to judge (Mat 7:1) [This agrees with Proverbs 24:23—'To have
respect of persons in judgment is not good’—Eds]. The woman taken in adultery
was (if the accusation was true) clearly in the wrong. Well might we wonder what
the Lord wrote in the dust. But the same challenge is given to each one of us. If we
are without sin … but we know we are all born in sin and shaped in iniquity (Ps.
51:4).

So, we need to find further guidance. Jesus gave Himself for us, that he might
redeem us from all iniquity and purify unto himself a peculiar people, zealous of
good works (Tit. 2:14 AV). Just as Daniel’s accusers knew that the only possible sin
in Daniel’s life would be in relation to his walk before God (Dan. 6:5), so the temple
authorities could find no fault in the Lord Jesus. Pilate’s assessment is clear: ‘I find
no fault in Him’ (John 18:38; 19:4,6).

Our human failings are such that it becomes very easy to see the minute sin in
our fellow believer rather than consider the massive sin in our own life (Mat. 7:3-5;
Luke 6:41-42).

The blood of Christ is not restricted in its efficacy (Eph. 2:13; Heb. 10:19; 1 Pet.
1:2; 1 John 1:7; Rev. 1:5).

Lead the person seeking after the love of God to the evidence John the Baptist’s
disciples were given in Matthew 11.2-6. Steve Henderson

From Melbourne: Frequently news reporters today refer to ‘anger’ both to do with
violence as seen in the rise of domestic violence and more extreme examples, but
also the ‘anger’ of protestors incensed by what they see as injustice. In this latter
case, ‘anger’ is portrayed as a virtue in news outlets. Whether the cause is virtuous
or not, anger is a dangerous road to travel down. This is only one example of the
contrast between what the world, which ‘lies in the power of the evil one’ (1 John
5:19) advocates as acceptable and what the teaching of the Proverbs embodies,
‘make no friendship with a man given to anger’ (22:24 ESV).

A difficulty arises when we come to 23:13-14: ‘Do not withhold discipline from
a child, if you strike him with a rod he will not die …. you will save his soul from
Sheol’. Legislation exists in numerous countries now outlawing all forms of corporal
punishment, which we would readily agree with in almost every case, and some of
us in every case. How do we reconcile this tension between Scripture and our
‘enlightened’ conscience? [Comment 2].

‘God is greater than our heart and He knows everything’ (1 John 3:20) is a great
encouragement when we are seeking to do what is right. The wisdom of the
Proverbs, when faithfully read and applied, must surely come to our aid when heart
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and mind seem to be at odds. It is the same wisdom as spoken by James, producing
a ‘harvest of righteousness’ (3:18), by those who seek to sow peace in daily life. Paul
adds ‘if possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all’ (Rom. 12:18).

We are surrounded by so many pressures to conform to the world’s standards,
many of which are moral in themselves, but upheld by a code of human values, and
devoid of the fear of God, and of the meekness and gentleness of Christ (2 Cor.
10:1). The very specific warning of Proverbs 23:29-35 of the dangers of binge
drinking which ends with the alcoholic’s waking thought ‘I must have another drink’
(v.35) are powerful. I can recall an associate at university saying these exact words
after a night ‘on the tiles’. The first thing he wanted was another drink! Binge
drinking, opioid addiction, mental health crises, moral decay in private and public
spheres and ‘anger’ are dominating lives, while the pure wisdom of the Lord is
sneered at. What is the outcome for those who discard God’s ways? Proverbs 24:21
reads, ‘My son, fear the LORD and the king, and do not join with those who do
otherwise, for disaster will arise suddenly from them, and who knows the ruin that
will come from them both?’

The range of advice offered is extensive. Can any one of us recall every maxim
every day? Impossible, though it is remarkable how a proverb may come to mind
when least expected and most needed, like 22:28 ‘do not move the ancient
landmark that your fathers have set’, and to consider how to apply it. It is needful
to discern the spiritual principle by which God is honoured and to engage in
whatever properly motivated action ought to follow. In so doing, ‘a man skilful in
his works will stand before kings, he will not stand before obscure men’ (22:29).
Even at the cost of being disparaged for our stand in maintaining the ancient
landmark of scriptural doctrine, we endeavour ‘having done all, to stand firm’ (Eph.
6:13). R. Dickson

From Mount Forest: The general theme of applying your heart protrudes on
multiple occasions throughout the book’s chapters. Whilst some other parts of
scripture warn us about the dangers of being deceived by the heart (e.g.
Deut.11:16), the context of these chapters provides a clear objective of a pure heart
(Prov.22:11), with balanced connection to our mind (Mark 12:30). Such perfection
was only ever consistently attainable by the Lord Jesus Christ Himself. However, as
His saved and set-apart people, called to aim for such standards (Rom. 8), there
must be ways by which we can achieve such a heart, even if for now we fail at
permanently maintaining it. A pure heart would evidently only be intermittently
achieved by continual repentance, transparently declaring our faults before Him
who knows all and thus humbly acknowledging that only His righteousness can
clothe our unrighteousness, bring us closer to Him and make us more useful to
others (2 Tim. 2:22-25). Following this noble attitude in our faith can have powerful
impacts in ways by which we then respond to those around us, for example having
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‘gracious lips’, sought after in the friends of kings. This often proves a person’s
trustworthiness, making their character most attractive. Mercy (undeserved favour)
is needed by all, but grace is a step further, offering gifts beyond initial forgiveness
with abilities to transform lives. Just as Jesus proclaimed, ‘if anyone forces you to go
one mile, go with him two miles’ (Mat. 5:41 ESV), or the good Samaritan covering
the expenses beyond the basic care (Luke10:35). The ultimate grace shown was
none other than God giving His only begotten Son for us. Philippians 4:8 can lead
us all in the right direction.

Furthermore, daily striving after a pure heart can influence appropriate, God -
honouring ways, e.g. in parental responsibilities. The Lord has entrusted us to adopt
a healthy balance of discipline and rewards when carrying any kind of guardian
responsibilities. We can take practical examples from the different ways animals
respond to various behaviour training. With them there is no hiding what works or
doesn’t work. Positive lessons can be drawn from equine and canine training
(increasingly used to assist in restoring various mental health complications). Since
we live in a fallen world, doing right is not natural, so correct training is fundamental
to the spiritual development of both the listener and those responsible for teaching
(Prov. 22:6).

Proverbs 23:19,22 urges the less mature to take note from the more spiritually
mature. However, we should all ensure what we teach is first seen in our practice
(Acts 1:1) to provide the greatest clarity for successful understanding of instructions
and then practical implementation.

No matter what, we are reminded to never selfishly think we are better or matter
more than the next person. Proverbs 22:2 tells us to treat everyone equally, which
is consistent with what the Lord Jesus Christ taught in His ministry (Mark 12:29-31).
We will each be most successful by continually seeking heavenly wisdom as
opposed to being caught up in the destructive earthly wisdom that currently
surrounds us (James 3:13-17). Chris Seddon

From Ravulapalem: Wisdom from beneath is earthly, unspiritual, and diabolical. It
originates from human nature corrupted by sin and influenced by worldly values
and diabolical deception. The characteristics of so-called wisdom from beneath are:

1. Bitter envy: Harbouring jealousy and resentment towards others.
2. Selfish ambition: Driven by personal gain, competitiveness, and self-centred
desires.
3. Boastfulness: Proud and arrogant, often exaggerating one’s own importance.
4. Denial of truth: Lacking in integrity and honesty, often leading to deception and
lies.
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The outcomes of wisdom from beneath are: (a) Disorder that results in chaos,
confusion, and conflict within communities and relationships; (b) Every evil practice
that leads to a proliferation of immoral and unethical behaviours contributing to
societal decay and personal downfall.

‘A prudent man foresees evil and hides himself, but the simple pass on and are
punished’ (Prov. 22:3 NKJV). Applying the heart and turning the ear to the sayings
of the wise and the word of God is pleasant for the people (vv. 17-18). Do not make
friends with hot-tempered persons or associate with one easily angered (v. 24). A
son with wisdom makes his father rejoice. One’s words of wisdom should not be
presented before fools as they are neglected by them (23:9). The gain of knowledge
and wisdom in a man makes God’s heart happy. A house is constructed by wisdom
and a wise man is strong. It is like honey in taste (24:3,5,13-14).

James 3:13-18 encourages believers to seek wisdom from above which is
characterised by its purity, peace, full of mercy, good fruit, considerate, submissive,
and righteous. This divine wisdom leads to harmonious and fruitful lives reflecting
God's nature and bring glory to Him. If anybody lacks wisdom, he should ask God
who gives to all liberally. The good works done in meekness demonstrate that he
possesses wisdom (Mat. 5:5). The poetic books Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and Job tell
more about wisdom. Solomon was the greatest among men with wisdom. It is
impossible to test the knowledge and wisdom of God (Is. 40:26). Wisdom is the
protector, and so one should not forsake it (Prov. 4:6). It is a tree of life to those
who take hold of her, and those who hold her fast will be blessed (3:18). God made
the wisdom of this world foolish (1 Cor. 1:20).

In contrast, wisdom from beneath is rooted in human sinfulness and results in
disorder and evil. By embracing heavenly wisdom, Christians can live lives that are
pleasing to God and beneficial to others, fostering environments of peace and
righteousness. S. J. M. Edward

From Surulere: Encouraging Trust Through The Proverbs The world is currently
caught in the throes of a huge trust deficit. In a deeply distrustful and ambivalent
society, where amorality struts gallantly with a peacock’s glee, the Proverbs shine a
shimmering ray of light to mellow the murky gloom. The Proverbs refocuses and
realigns our perspective to the One who is of present and eternal consequence and
a bastion of hope and trust: ‘Commit your works to the LORD, and your thoughts
will be established’ (Prov. 16:3 NKJV).

In a dog-eat-dog world, where anxiety often sets in for the believer as a result of
the seeming advancement of the godless; through unscrupulous schemes and
practices, an assurance is given to persist in the path of honesty and probity: ‘Wealth
gained by dishonesty will be diminished, but he who gathers by labour will increase’
(13:11).
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To the believer who is on the cusp of being swayed by the falsehoods of ‘snake-
oil-selling-preachers’, promising unlimited wealth from God in return for a donation
or sowing a seed to them, the warning is blazoned: ‘He who tills his land will be
satisfied with bread, but he who follows frivolity is devoid of understanding’ (12:11)
and: ‘Do you see a man who excels in his work? He will stand before kings; he will
not stand before unknown men’ (22:29).

For Christian parents who agonize over the distressing departure of their children
from the Christian pathway, on a course that evokes self-examination and
questioning as to their role in such rebellion, the reassuring words come: ‘Train up
a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not depart from it’
(22:6).

In a deeply polarized world, with an ever-increasing gulf between social strata
where a person’s postcode seems a determinant of his or her self-worth or value,
the Proverbs dispels the conceited notion: ‘A good name is to be chosen rather than
great riches; loving favour rather than silver and gold’ (22:1). And: ‘The rich and the
poor have this in common, the LORD is the maker of them all’ (22:2).

In the modern Hobbesian jungle, where rat race pursuits prance at breakneck
speed, with humans putting lives and limbs at risk in search of wealth, a cautionary
note is given: ‘Do not wear yourself out to get rich; do not trust your own cleverness.
Cast but a glance at riches, and they are gone, for they will surely sprout wings and
fly off to the sky like an eagle’ (23:4-5 NIV). Fred Ntido

From Victoria BC: In what contexts and circumstances might you use the Proverbs
to encourage trust in Him in today’s world? There are so many voices vying for our
attention, promising that if we take this advice or counsel, our troubles and
difficulties with sin and life will disappear. There is only one voice we, as believers,
must heed and that is the voice of the Shepherd of our souls, the Lord Jesus Christ,
and His words will aid us as we go through trials and the shaping of our character
as we react to these life lessons. Any other voice is earthy, sensual, devilish (James
3:15). They are brutish, cause division, confusion, every evil work and bitter
envyings. Not so with Jesus. His wisdom is pure, peaceable, gentle, and easy to
share, because it is truth. It is without partiality or hypocrisy. It is shared with faith
in its power, and out of love and desire to be helpful and alleviate the problem/s of
the one in despair. The words of Proverbs help us to understand that God loves us
despite the difficulties that come to us. They remind us that we go through the
shadow of death at times. The death of a relationship, the death of a job we love to
do, the death of our health, and of course our personal ‘homecall’ in our own
physical death.

The proverbs in our reference verses and others throughout the book, can be
used today in the various circumstances of life in which we may find ourselves. For
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instance, in commerce, chapter 22 starts off talking about having a good name. It is
better than silver or gold. Some of us have learned from our parents or a mentor
how important it is to be honest, and do what you say you would do. If you are
perceived to be deceptive and dishonest, it is very difficult to regain people’s trust.
Proverbs 20:23 talks about just balances, weights and measures and the need to be
honest in trade. The book of Proverbs is helpful in law, as it speaks of not moving
property markers, and not withholding evidence in a case because you don’t like
the person charged (Prov. 3:27). Proverbs can be used to guide how we treat
neighbours, and family, how we are to correct our children in discipline, to be kind
to our mothers and guide us in choosing our friends. They help us in church
government and dealing with scorners of the word (22:10).

Proverbs 23:12 says we are to apply our hearts and ears to instruction and
knowledge. We are not to meddle with those given to change. Jesus’ words are vital
to grow as individuals and a church. R. Lefevre, P. Williamson

COMMENTS
1. (Greenock): The principles of divine truth as expressed by servants of God in
both Old and New Testaments are of equal value. While it is true that the Lord Jesus
required of His disciples a higher standard of conduct—as in Matthew 5 for
example, indicated by the repeated phrase: ‘but I say to you...’—we also recognise
that ‘all scripture is given by inspiration of God’ (2 Tim. 3:16 KJV). J.J.

2. (Melbourne): The Word of God is the charter for Christian parents in dealing
with the offspring God has graciously given them as a heritage. They should be
treated caringly and carefully, especially in their tender years, illustrated by the
prepared arrows in the hand of the archer, with the effect they can have for good
on other people and families (Ps. 127:3-4).

Interference by governmental statute should be examined and approached by
prayer as to how it would affect family life, and appropriate action taken. One
cannot legislate as to how other families should conduct themselves, taking into
account the varying characteristics of young and growing human personalities.

R.B.F .

‘Politically correct’ western governments are increasingly guilty of legislating
against God’s good laws. The banning of corporal punishment is but one example.
As the penultimate paragraph of our introductory piece notes, one of the results of
an increasingly permissive and godless society is the contempt young people display
towards parents and other adults. How else will a child learn to fear God, whose
authority is absolute, if their parents (for fear of being criminalised) are afraid to
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exercise the authority God has delegated to them? The words of Hebrews 12:7-8
(R.V.) underline the validity of Proverbs 23—‘what son is there whom his father
chasteneth not? But if ye are without chastening ... then are ye bastards, and not
sons.’ The implication is clear: ‘spare the rod and spoil the child’. J.J.

There does not have to be a tension for us between Scripture and our
‘enlightened’ conscience. Scripture distinguishes between ‘the rod of his fury’ (22:8)
and ‘the rod of discipline’ (v. 15) as all God-honouring parents should when
handling the Word of Truth and when handling, if appropriate, the ‘rod’. One can
see that legislation that bans all ‘rods’ irrespective is not exact but one can also see
that it is addressing the effects of damage caused by ‘the rod of his fury’
masquerading as ‘the rod of discipline. P.D.

Feature
THE HOUSE OF GOD IN THE BOOK OF JEREMIAH (Part 6)
The Imperative of God’s Spoken Word through the Prophet of Truth

Jeremiah was instructed by the Lord to make arrangements for belts and bars to be made
and put upon his neck, symbolising what would be done to any nation that would refuse
to become subservient to Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon. Nations that did subject
themselves to this mighty king, would be left where they were, able to look after their
own land, but firmly under the hand of the ruling authority, viz. Babylon. At the time of
the taking of Jerusalem certain treasures and precious vessels that were in Solomon’s
temple had been forcibly relocated to Babylon. There were still some articles that
remained in the palace of Zedekiah and in the house of the Lord in Jerusalem, and if
God’s people willingly submitted to Him through the prophet’s word, the vessels would
stay where they were (Jer. 27:1-8,11,18-20; 2 Kin. 24:13).

The prophet of the Lord, having delivered the heavenly message, now faced fierce
opposition from one of the so-called prophets of that time, named Hananiah, who
contradicted everything Jeremiah had uttered. He disdainfully took hold of the wooden
bar from the prophet’s neck and broke it, saying to all around that within two years all
the nations who had served Nebuchadnezzar would be released from the stranglehold
of this king of Babylon. His defiant reaction to God’s word sealed his sad fate. Within a
year his life was ended by the Lord’s hand (28:1-3,10-11, 16-17).

The Importance of God’s Written Word to His People

Although Jeremiah was, by the hand of God, able to remain in Jerusalem he was certainly
not dilatory in keeping in touch by correspondence with all the people who had been
forcibly removed from the land of their forefathers by Nebuchadnezzar to Babylon,
which had now become the land of their captivity. The distance between the two
countries, Israel and ancient Babylon was about five hundred miles (eight hundred and



98

five kilometres) and the number who were exiled at the first in 597 BC was 3,023,
although over a further period of a sixteen years of Nebuchadnezzar’s reign another
1577 were brought from Judah to Babylon, totalling 4,600 in all (29:1, 52:28-30).

The contents of the letter contained the clear word of the Lord to the exiles to settle
down in their new location and conduct life as normally as possible - building homes,
planting gardens, marrying and having families. God’s thoughts and plans for them
would be of peace and prosperity if they sought Him with all their heart and after a
period of seventy years they would be resettled back in their own land (Jer. 29:11, 13-
14).

Jeremiah’s prophetic word was fulfilled: as recorded by Ezra and Nehemiah, the
temple was rebuilt and the service of God’s house recommenced. How fortunate we
are to have preserved for us the purity and potency of God’s word. It has been tested
and tried by Him as precious metals like gold and silver are refined by the furnace. There
exist no impurities whatsoever; it remains so forever (see Prov. 30:5a; Is. 40:8; 1 Pet.
1:25).

R.B. Fullarton, Bathgate
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Introducing . . . October
THOUGHTLESS RATHER THAN EVIL BUT HUMILITY STILL
VITAL
The folk who live at number 26 (I mean
‘in chapter 26’) they are pretty rotten
aren’t they? There are fools (vv. 4-12),
those wise in their own eyes, (vv.
5,12,16), sluggards (vv. 13-16) and
those who are downright nasty and
dissimulating with it (vv. 18-28).

We probably would not identify
with them quite so much as we would
with those from next door in chapter
25. We’ve all hoped to make a good
first impression and somehow the
opposite has happened (vv. 6-7).
Perhaps we’ve been hasty in our
dealings with a neighbour (v.8) and
caused an unstoppable escalation of
strife and been left with a bad

reputation (vv. 8-10). Perhaps we’ve
been moved to boast falsely (v. 14), or
to be wearisome (v. 17), or even to lack
integrity in our dealings (vv. 18-19).
Perhaps we’ve been inappropriately
cheery, or angry or contentious (vv. 20,
23-24) or cowardly, or self-seeking or
unfiltered (vv. 26-28).

These are more thoughtless than
evil, but not the standards the LORD
requires of His own, for He expects us
to keep our conduct honourable (1 Pet.
2:12). And if we learn of Christ to be
humble then we know more and more
that it is true that ‘God gives grace to
the humble.’ Don’t leave home
without it! P.D.

From Study Groups . . .
WORDS FITLY SPOKEN (PROVERBS 25, 26 & 27)
From Aberkenfig: Proverbs 25:1 gives the title of this further collection of Solomon’s
proverbs, appearing almost as an appendix to the first 24 chapters. Whether this is
implied in 2 Chronicles 31, especially verses 20-21, is not for us to speculate. [It
would be difficult to establish a precise connection in this respect – Eds]. Again, we
see in these chapters, Solomon’s use of hyperbole: each of the proverbs contains a
statement in which it is used to exaggerate a situation, and there follows a true but
unrelated statement. An example of this is seen in 26:13-14 to illustrate the
sluggard’s laziness and excuses ‘there is a lion in the way; a lion in the streets. As
the door turneth upon its hinges, so doth the sluggard upon his bed.’

The book of Proverbs is filled with similes and in these three chapters we often
find them quoted in the New Testament, and it is for us to unravel the imagery and
context proposed in each one. The Lord Himself expanded on the theme from 25:7
in His parable of Luke 14:8-11, giving the ultimate reason for it in verse 11, whereas
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in Proverbs 25:14 those who glorify self are like those who feed and keep
themselves without passing on the benefit to others (Jude 12). A similar pattern of a
thought and an expansion of the thought is seen in comparing Proverbs 26:11 with
2 Peter 2:22. The Lord also showed 26:4-5 in operation when He was before
Herod. He would answer nothing as Herod ‘[set] him at nought, and mocked him’
(Luke 23:11). Herod was showing himself as the fool. Furthermore, the evils of envy
and jealousy that make the heart discontent are so eloquently brought out in these
proverbs. Envy is the desire to become better or at least equal to one’s peers in
achievement, excellence, or possessions. Jealousy and envy are often
interchangeable. Jealousy begins with full hands and is fuelled by the fear of loss,
whereas envy comes with empty hands crying out on that which it does not have.
Jealousy wants to keep what it possesses; envy wants to gain what another has
[Comment 1].

Perhaps the most outstanding and possibly well-known simile is seen in 27:6,
comparing this with Matthew 26: 49. Judas was numbered with the eleven other
disciples. Jesus described them as ‘my friends’ and yet here we read of the inference
of ‘His own familiar friend‘ betraying Him with a kiss [literally – ‘kissed Him much’
– Eds].

A further example can be seen in the actions of Pharaoh who said in Exodus
8:28, ‘I will let you go’, but in verse 32, he hardened his heart and did not let the
people go. Bill Paterson

From Cromer: The One Word Scripture is divided into various parts, each with its
own function, but it is nonetheless a coherent whole. We are at the moment
studying the book of Proverbs, which is quite different in its layout and purpose
from most of the other books of the Bible. We have already noted that it contains a
somewhat disjointed number of wise sayings, valid in themselves but not following
through a cogent argument, as the letter to the Romans does, for instance.

However, the purpose of the book is to provide a guide for living, and we must
presume that the Lord Himself was steeped in these sayings, since He was able to
use the principles of Proverbs 25: 6-7 in His teaching in Luke 14. Because Proverbs
is not sequential the book lends itself to application of particular verses to situations
which seem apposite. To take a current one, a video extract of the behaviour of
Manchester police may lead one to condemn them, but it transpires that this is not
the whole story. Proverbs 25:7,8 in ESV says ‘What your eyes have seen do not
hastily bring into court …’ First impressions are not necessarily sound, particularly
since evidence can be so easily manipulated. Peter Hickling

From Glasgow: Highlighting Proverbs 25:14 and Jude 1:12 from Old and New
Testament perspectives In contrast with failure to make a gift (25:14 NIV) is the
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sincerity of the rulers of Sheba and Seba, who ‘will present gifts’ (Ps. 72:10). Good
reason for this follows and the writer wishes that it will continue in the future (v.15),
and praises the Lord, implying that this and other blessings come from Him. In the
New Testament there is blessing in James 1:17-18—‘Every good and perfect gift is
… from the Father of the heavenly lights … He chose to give us birth through the
word of truth, that we might be a kind of firstfruits of all he created.’ Describing the
Lord’s work at the cross, with appropriate verses and perhaps our experience of the
care of the Shepherd, may bring trust through days of trial.

Similes and imagery in chapters 25-27 This first choice links with the topic of giving
above—‘Like clouds and winds without rain is a man who boasts of gifts he does
not give’ (Prov. 25:14). The disappointment of the farmer, tilling drought-hardened
land for crops or having to water grass for herd or flock, is well matched by clouds
and winds that do not bring showers. The Old Testament verses referred to above
provide perspective here also. We then may choose Jude 1:12, where ‘clouds
without rain, blown along by the wind’ give graphic warning against shepherds who
may or may not pretend to feed the flock—unlike elders who heed Paul’s
outstanding example (Acts 20:18-21, 25-27), and encouragement to ‘keep watch
over yourselves and all the flock, over which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers’
(vv. 28-31), by compassionate care, listening with understanding, Bible-based
teaching, and feeding from the Word.

A topic in three verses begins with ‘A malicious man disguises himself with his
lips, but he harbors evil in his heart’ (26:24 WEB). ‘Don’t believe him’ may prompt
the question ‘How would we detect this evil?’ since we expect skill in hiding intent.
The true character of the person might be revealed by his or her overdoing
‘innocence’. Faced with a highly skilled cheat, we may be helped by heeding the
drastic image, ‘for seven abominations fill his heart’, so that we learn to sift charming
words. The gravest case would be ‘exposed in the assembly’—experienced leaders
who met in the gates of a town or city of those times.

Farming, considered through several verses, and linked with imagery also drawn
from fields and flocks, is found in Proverbs 27:23-27. There is profit for owner,
shepherd or herdsman in personally and tactfully finding out the state of his animals
before he suffers the loss of some or all. This is also true in taking care of lifting hay
to encourage new grass, since this affects the health of the flocks for good or ill.
Lessons in patience and good relations with others are also drawn from this in James
5:7-11. Martin Archibald

From Greenock: Non Canonical Books Jude and James were stepbrothers of the
Lord Jesus. Neither believed in the claims of Jesus (John 7:5). However, they did so
after the resurrection and with Mary their mother were in the upper room with the
apostles (Acts 1:14).
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People living in storm lashed countries might wish the weather forecast would
contain the words ‘clouds and winds without rain’! Speaking of empty promises,
the author of the Proverbs has in mind the westerly winds from the Mediterranean
Sea passing over Israel but not delivering much needed water to a dry land.

In severe terms, Jude warns those in churches of God against those who appear
to be disciples of Jesus but who make empty promises. They are compared to
characters in the Old Testament who had the potential to be great men of God but
who never produced the proof of faith. He cites Cain, Balaam, and Korah and the
rebels, who were led by selfishness or greed or pride.

The book, ’The Prophecy of Enoch’ which Jude refers to would have been
known by the early Jewish Christians but it was not in ‘The Law, the Prophets and
the other Writings’ of the Pharisees. However, it was in a collection of writings of
the Essenes at Qumran.

It was unknown to Christians in Europe until 1773 when the Scot, James Bruce
returned from Abyssinia with three manuscripts.

An authoritative translation from 23 copies was published in 1906. Then, when
portions of it were found amongst the Dead Sea Scrolls at Qumran it proved its
existence before New Testament times.

Church history places Ethiopians in Jerusalem when Peter spoke at Pentecost.
When Philip the evangelist met the Ethiopian eunuch on his return journey, he was
reading from his purchased scroll of the prophet Isaiah (Act 8:26-39). He had come
to worship at Jerusalem, suggesting he was Jewish by faith. He may well have been
Jewish by descent. A Jewish community was established in Ethiopia sometime after
the destruction of the first temple circa 587 BC. Their origin is uncertain, but
descendants of King Solomon and the Queen of Sheba is a prominent theory.
Genetically they have been proven to be Jewish. Cut off from other Jews and known
locally as ‘Beta Israel’ (lit. House of Israel) this community thought they were the last
remnant of the nation of Israel. In May 1991, Israel evacuated around 14,200 Jews
by air from Addis Ababa. Operation Solomon lasted 36 hours and set a world record
for the number of passengers on a single aircraft!

The Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church dates back to the Christianization of
the Kingdom of Aksum in 330. As an ancient Church it had a strong influence on
the Reformation. A representative met with Luther in 1534 and affirmed the
Augsburg Confession, describing it as ‘a good creed’. The book of Enoch is included
in its Old Testament along with other apocryphal books, including those in the
Catholic Bible [Comment 2].

The fact that Jude quotes the book of Enoch makes that particular passage
authoritative, but not necessarily the whole book [Comment 3]. The arguments of
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Job’s comforters are in the Bible and are ‘inspired’. They do have the authority for
teaching, for reproof, for correction and for instruction (2 Tim. 3:16). But we must
discern that what they say about Job is wrong and we should learn to avoid making
the same error [Comment 4].

The secular interest in the prophecy of Enoch is due to the desire to have secret
knowledge – beyond what God has revealed (Gen. 3:6). People will have itching
ears wanting to hear titillating fables (2 Tim. 4:3-4).

Please spend your time in the Bible not in books which add to the word of God
(Rev. 22:18-19). As a disciple of the Lord Jesus heed the advice given by Paul to
Timothy (2 Tim. 2:15). Steve Henderson

From James Johnson of Aberdeen: The ‘words’ fitly spoken are in the first instance,
observations made by Solomon from Proverbs chapters 25 to 29. These words were
‘copied out’ and presumably added to the previously existing scroll of Proverbs.
Chapter 30 are the ‘words of Agur’ and chapter 31 are the ‘words of king Lemuel’.
At the beginning of chapter 25 we are informed that these next sayings of Solomon
were copied out by the men of Hezekiah. The fact that some New Testament
writers, and also the Lord Jesus, referred to sayings from this portion of the book of
Proverbs is in keeping with their being inspired writings.

The Lord Jesus took the essence of Solomon’s words which had given the
following advice: ‘Glorify not thyself in the presence of the king’ (Prov. 25:6; see
RV footnote). In His parable of an invited guest at a marriage feast, the Lord
presented the principle of avoiding exaltation of self by taking the lowest seat. He
referred to the essential advice given by Solomon, ‘… better is it that it be said unto
thee, Come up hither; than that thou shouldest be put lower ...’ (Prov. 25:7). The
Lord’s purpose was to bring before His hearers the truth that by exalting ourselves
we shall be humbled but by humbling ourselves we shall be exalted.

The New Testament writers Jude and Peter each direct attention towards their
respective subject matters while referencing proverbs which were originally set out
in slightly different contexts. And although Paul retains the original subject matter of
the proverb which exhorts us to feed our enemy who is hungry, nevertheless the
concluding point he draws out from the proverb is that we shouldn’t be overcome
by evil but rather overcome evil with good. By comparison, the follow-on
concluding point made by Solomon (for feeding one’s enemy) is that ‘… the LORD
shall reward thee’ (Prov.25:22).

In comparing Old and New Testament scriptures we find encouragement that,
‘Every scripture inspired of God is also profitable for teaching, for reproof, for
correction, for instruction which is in righteousness …’ (2 Tim. 3:16). James Johnson
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From Melbourne:  The book of Ecclesiastes 12:9-11, describes the Preacher,
Solomon, as seeking out delightful, upright and truthful words. He describes these
words of the wise, master of assemblies, teachers, as like well-driven nails given by
one shepherd, more likely King Solomon, although in the NKJV the word is
capitalized indicating Deity, who ultimately is the source of these inspired writings.

The extent of his writings is described in 1 Kings 4:32 as 3000 proverbs and 1005
songs. Proverbs contain the majority of these and how wise a counsel they are for
those who read them. It has been suggested that we should read one chapter of
Proverbs each day, thereby completing the book in a month, thus reading the book
twelve times in the year. What a great source of wisdom and knowledge even in
this 21st century.

The vividness of the illustrations is relevant to everyday life using nature, the
weather, the animal kingdom, plants, insects and the unstable sinful character of
man. We read in Proverbs 25:11 that a word fitly spoken is like apples of gold in
settings of silver, indicating the choice of wise words carefully spoken in a fitting and
timely way, and they are effective in their gentle counsel to the ready listener.
Proverbs 15:23b reads a word spoken in its time; how good it is. In Isaiah 50:4 the
Lord Jesus is seen opening His ear morning by morning … to hear as the learned,
to speak gently, authoritatively and timely words as apples of gold: pure, fragrant
and sweet in settings of silver, reaching out to people with the offer of redemption.

We note in 26:21 the analogy of feeding the fire with wood and where there is
no talebearer strife ceases. As charcoal is to burning coals and wood to fire so is a
contentious man who kindles strife. Many an assembly has suffered through self-
willed, argumentative and contentious brethren [or sisters!—Eds] who can be
divisive and cause endless strife. The Lord Jesus in His longest recorded prayer in
John 17 was concerned about the unity of believers, signifying divisions to come.
The standard expected of believers, especially in churches of God, is shown in 1
Corinthians 11:16: ‘if anyone seems to be contentious, we have no such custom,
nor do the churches of God’. How lovely to have the unifying peace of the Holy
Spirit’s fire driving a love for Christ and brethren rather than the fiery divisive
contention with others.

A very practical illustration is described in Proverbs 27:17: ‘As iron sharpens iron,
so a man sharpens the countenance of his friend’. We can image vividly the old-
fashioned practice of sharpening the butcher’s knife with a sharpening steel to make
it razor sharp. So, when likeminded saints share a love for the Lord and His house
and show a kindred spirit when discussing things of the Lord, that quickens our
spirits, warms our hearts and brings a joy that the things of earth cannot give in such
a sweet fellowship of souls. The two on the road to Emmaus felt the power of their
spiritual experience being sharpened as never before, when the Lord Jesus caused
their hearts to burn within them. How we long more often for that touching of the
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Spirit, so that our hearts burn within us as we sharpen each other in the things of
the Lord in our spiritual walk with Him. Ron Busby

From Mount Forest: As an overall comment for this portion, we see Solomon’s
collected wise sayings here arise often from his experience as a king, recorded for
the benefit of subsequent kings and their subjects. Interestingly, though appearing
23 times elsewhere in this book, in these three chapters ‘my son’ occurs only once
(Prov. 27:11 NKJV). Rehoboam surely witnessed Solomon’s kingly wisdom first-
hand. But sadly, he acted unwisely, and proved the truth of Proverbs 27:23-24. The
majority of the tribes rejected his leadership. But their alternative, Jeroboam, was
even more disappointing. He had no family claim to the throne, and won the
people’s hearts by false promises and led them into idolatry (cp. Prov. 25:19,28).
However, mention is made in Prov. 25:1 of another king of Judah: Hezekiah. His
wisdom and good example (see 2 Chron. 31:21) resulted in those in his court
seeking out the wise words of Solomon. We too can learn from the examples of
wise and godly men and women who preceded us.

Like Moses (Ex.18:13-27), Solomon would have direct experience of people
bringing matters to the highest court that could have been settled more privately.
So he advises his hearers not to come to court unnecessarily (it may just turn the
decision-maker(s) against the plaintiff). The Hebrew for coming to ‘court’ here in
Proverbs 25:8 means addressing a contended issue. It would be fearful to find God
was on the side of the defendant against whom you were wrongly contending (see
Prov.23:11; 1 Cor.10:12)! Proverbs 27:5 indicates that although it is best to deal
directly with issues, if possible, admonition may need to be public. This is consistent
with Matthew 18:15-20.

There is clear guidance to ensure errors are addressed (Prov. 25:26), and
bringing them to the attention of the offender should be seen as an act of love, not
an opportunistic attack (Prov. 25:11-12; 28:23; Ps.141:5; Luke 17:3). Wisdom
requires us also to assess the character and actions of the person we are dealing
with, and to respond accordingly (Prov. 26:4-5). In some cases, a preventive word
of caution and correction is needed to avoid condoning evident foolishness, and in
other situations where it is clear our reproof would be wrongly alleged to be ‘the
pot calling the kettle black’, silence may be wisest. God’s sovereign justice will
prevail in cases where we find ourselves unable to carry out discipline. And the
corollary is that if we feel we are being treated unjustly, we can still turn the matter
over to God to intervene directly (Prov. 26:10; 1 Pet. 2:21,23) rather than pursue a
vindictive course. Proverbs 26:17-28 address the problems of negative
disinformation (so common in social media today), with examples of gossip and
deception. ‘Seven’ in verse 25 seems to indicate being ‘completely’ detestable.
Again, verse 27 reminds us of the operation of divine justice in such matters.
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‘As iron sharpens iron, so a man sharpens the countenance of his friend’
(Prov.27:17 NKJV) is best seen as describing a mutually positive relationship, in
which faithful friends will always and meekly provide corrective input. This means
of both rising to a higher, brighter, standard is borne out by 1 Corinthians. 2:13-15.

Geoff Hydon

From Ravulapalem: A word fitly spoken is like apples of gold in a setting of silver
(Prov. 25:11). Every verse in this book is a golden word. The Old Testament’s law
of Moses about ‘justice for all’ in Exodus 23:4 states that if the ox or donkey of an
enemy is found it is to be handed over to him. Proverbs 25:21-22 is about feeding
an enemy when he is hungry and quenching his thirst when in need. God will give
you reward for that and it is like heaping coals of fire on his head. These words
encourage showing kindness to enemies, and compassion can lead to a positive
transformation in the adversary who potentially may be caused to feel remorse for
actions of hostility. When the blinded Syrians were captured by the king of Israel
and were about to be killed, Elisha told him to set food and water before them that
they may eat and drink and go to their master (2 Kin. 6:22-23). When Abishai was
told about Shimei cursing King David and was about to take off his head, the king’s
reply was ‘No!’ The LORD will repay such a person with blessing instead of cursing
on such a day when showing mercy to his adversary (see 2 Sam. 16:12).

Jesus told the disciples and the people in the ‘sermon on the mount’ to love their
enemies, bless those who curse, and do good to those who hate (Mat. 5:44). Do
not be overcome by evil but overcome evil with good. Such acts of kindness are to
be seen as pleasing to God and will be rewarded by Him. The Father who sees in
secret will reward us. Since He owed us nothing and has given us great mercy we
should respond with a life of self-sacrifice and worship in serving the Lord, refusing
to take revenge. One must be perfect as the Father in heaven is perfect (Mat. 5:48)
[Comment 5].

The apostle Paul wrote to the church of God in Rome about the behaviour of
Christians in Romans chapter 12. The heaping of coals of fire on someone’s head in
Proverbs 25:21-22 and Romans 12:20 is an idiom-phrase, meaning to repay evil
with good in order to make someone feel guilty. To repay evil with good is to make
one’s enemy repent.

We must follow the model of our Saviour, forgiving and praying for persecutors
on the cross. Also, the forgiveness and prayer of the early church martyr Stephen is
to be remembered by all of us (Acts 7:60). May our Lord give present day disciples
such a mind and spirit as He displayed. S. J. M. Edward

From Surulere: Highlights from an Old and New Testament perspective The ever-
changing times and seasons, notwithstanding, there remain indisputable and
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ineluctable truths spanning the entire spectrum of mortal existence (see Dan. 2:21).
It is, unarguably, the truth that despite all that one might ‘accomplish’ through
dissemblance and subterfuge; humility and self-effacement is a timeless virtue.

It was the ethos in ancient times (and no doubt modern too) for individuals to
exude an aura of self-entitlement disguised as a projection of self-worth. In its
earliest sordid form, Cain was the progenitor: ‘the LORD looked with favour on
Abel and his offering, but on Cain and his offering he did not look with favour. So
Cain was very angry, and his face was downcast. Then the LORD said to Cain, ”Why
are you angry? Why is your face downcast? If you do what is right, will you not be
accepted?”’ (Gen. 4: 4-7).

Absalom also elevated feigned humility to a murderous level: ‘Also, whenever
anyone approached him to bow down before him, Absalom would reach out his
hand, take hold of him and kiss him. Absalom behaved in this way toward all the
Israelites who came to the king asking for justice, and so he stole the hearts of the
people of Israel’ (2 Sam. 15:5-6). Perhaps, that pessimistic and forlorn philosopher
had Absalom in mind when he averred that: ‘he who humbles himself, wants to be
exalted’ (Nietzsche).

It was no less a malaise in New Testament times as humans naturally gravitate
towards self-promotion. Humility is deemed a pernicious weakness and, in some
sense, reflective of our present times where people are encouraged to ‘fake it, until
they make it’.

However, our Lord shone the scintillating and purifying light on that which was
the best attitude and policy: ‘Who being in very nature God, did not consider
equality with God something to be used to his own advantage’ (Phil. 2:6). He is the
epitome of humility; despite His right to sit at any table or on a throne, and take the
highest possible station, He elected not to assert His right.

And such was the lesson, easy to teach yet hard to imbibe, that His benign and
mellowing intercourse with his little band of disciples did not expressly rub off on
them: ‘A dispute also arose among them as to which of them was considered to be
greatest. Jesus said to them, “The kings of the Gentiles lord it over them; and those
who exercise authority over them call themselves Benefactors. But you are not to
be like that. Instead, the greatest among you should be like the youngest, and the
one who rules like the one who serves. For who is greater, the one who is at the
table or the one who serve? Is it not the one who is at the table? But I am among
you as the one who serves”’(Luke 22:24-27). Fred Ntido

From Victoria BC: In looking at this month’s portion, we were asked to compare
some verses in chapters 25 and 26 to the New Testament portions where these



108

verses are quoted. We should not be surprised to find then, as one Bible teacher
said, that 70% of the New Testament is the Old Testament being quoted.

The first verse we looked at was Proverbs 25:7, which is found in Luke 14:10. It
describes someone being invited to a wedding. This person has assumed a higher
station and seat at the party than they ranked socially, and so being asked to move,
they with embarrassment, moved to a lower seat. Jesus says, in this portion, to take
the lowest seat; in other words, ‘be humble’. One brother at the study shared that
in ancient times, you could lose an eye or worse by taking a station you had no right
to. In Luke, Lord Jesus points out that the one who abases oneself will be exalted
and the one who exalts himself will be abased, so it is in the disciple’s best interest
to learn this important lesson.

Next, we looked at Proverbs 25:14 and Jude 1:12. This portion compares clouds
without water to people who say they have certain skills and are gifted, when in
fact, they do not. Dry clouds are full of the promise of rain, and life-giving water,
but instead, they are dry, and without substance - no growth, no fruit, nothing to
give. A person in this kind of situation should re-evaluate what exactly they have
faith in and who they are supposed to be living for.

Our next portions are in Proverbs 25:21-22 and Romans 12:21-22. We are
encouraged by the words found here, to live out our lives for Christ: ‘We are
crucified with Christ, nevertheless I live, yet not I, but Christ lives in me …’ (Gal.
2:20). So, if these words are true in our lives, we will not hold hatred in our hearts.
We will not seek vengeance. We will be the ones that offer to share and give what
we have, even to people who dislike us. They are our neighbours, whether we like
them or not, so we make the offer to help. We become their servants. We are to
serve and preach Christ crucified.

Our last portions are found in Proverbs 26:11 and 2 Peter 2:22. These verses
describe a dog returning to eat its own vomit. A believer can return to, or start a
sinful habit. We are His sheep though, and we can expect a dealing with the
Shepherd if we lack self-control, and can’t break free from our sin. These words of
Solomon are actually inspired by God and full of imagery to ‘get’ what God is saying.
For instance, a liar is like a club or arrows. Lies hurt. Studying these verses and
understanding these word pictures will help us to know how to be Christians.

R. Lefevre, P. Williamson

COMMENTS
1. (Aberkenfig): We are driven to definitions such as the very helpful ones you give
because for one thing in common perception envy and jealousy are often as you
say interchangeable and are sinful (and where there is a distinction made between
the two, both are still perceived as sinful) and yet ... God reveals Himself to be
jealous (Ex. 34:14); and for another thing when we see the words ‘envy’ and
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‘jealousy’ in our Old Testament they all translate the same Hebrew word or its
derivative. I say ‘driven to definitions.’ It is really ‘driven to interpretations’ which is
fine but we need to acknowledge that is what they are of course. P.D.

2. (Greenock): A comment by G.P. in Bible Studies of December 1976 (p.190) says
‘Strictly the ‘Book of Enoch’ was among the pseudepigrapha (i. e. ‘books written
under the name of an ancient writer’) rather than one of the books of the
Apocrypha. Those interested in the subject can readily refer to such articles as ‘The
Apocryphal and Apocalyptic Literature’ in the IVF Commentary (2nd Edn. p. 52).

P.D.

3. (Greenock): Since we would not consider a book other than the Bible to be God-
breathed even though part of it is quoted in the Bible, we would not consider any
part of such a book authoritative in the sense in which you use the word. In another
sense of course myriads of books are authoritative in their own fields and times.

P.D.

4. (Greenock): We would not assert that ‘men spake from God’ in 2 Peter1:21
applies to all whose words are quoted by those men. The written scriptures that
contain the arguments of Job’s comforters and the Lord’s comments on them in
chapter 42 verse 7 are inspired of course and can be used as you say, having due
regard to the literary genre employed. But we can hardly take the Lord’s comment
in that verse that they had ‘not spoken to me the thing that is right’ and claim
inspiration and authority for their words as they spoke them. P.D.

5. (Ravulapalem): Hudson Taylor (of China Inland Mission fame), explained
Matthew 5:48 by comparing a man-made needle with a bee-sting. To the naked
eye, each appears perfectly sharp, but under the microscope, a needle is blunt and
pock-marked with imperfections compared to the absolute perfection of a bee-
sting.

We can be functionally ‘perfect’ in the service of God in the sense that God can
use us and do His work through us if we ‘put to death the deeds of the body’ (Rom.
8:13). Following on from this, we note that while disciples of Christ can be ‘partakers
of the divine nature’ (2 Pet.1:4), we can never have a divine nature. J.J.
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Feature
THE HOUSE OF GOD IN THE BOOK OF JEREMIAH (Part 7)
The Weight of Divine Promise

While Jeremiah was being held in custody, the word of the Lord came to him,
revealing that He would, in His own perfect timing, restore the fortunes of Judah and
Israel by cleansing them from their iniquities, sins and transgression. The city of Jerusalem
would once again be a beacon of light and hope to nations far and near. Peace and
prosperity would be the order of the day, and joy would once more grip the populace
insomuch that the voice of praise and acclaim would be heard in the giving of thanks to
the Lord in His house, for the display in full measure of His goodness and mercy (Jer.
33:7-9, 11).

The Lord would do all this by the raising up of a ‘Branch of Righteousness’ in
David’s lineage, and this would be no other than the person of God’s Son, the Lord
Jesus, who will one day perfectly administer justice and equity, ensuring security and
confidence not only throughout the land of Israel but the whole world (Is. 49:7). The
God who made the covenant of day and night and appointed the ordinances of heaven
and earth pledged Himself to carry this through to completion in the assurance of His
word to the offspring of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob (Jer. 33: 15-16; 25-26).

Although the words of Jeremiah 23:5-6 are repeated in chapter 33: 15-16 we have
a further statement in chapter 23 verse 8 that relates more to the return of the exiles
from Babylon to Jerusalem and could have an application to Zerubbabel being looked
upon as the ‘Branch’ whom God has chosen to lead the first batch of His people of that
day back to their cherished homeland in 537 BC (see also Zech. 4:6-9). In these
prophetic verses we have a clear pointer to Israel’s restored position as the one nation
on earth specifically chosen to occupy the place of headship over all nations; this will
take place in the gloriously beneficent millennial reign of Christ (Deut. 28:13).

The Collapse and Crushing of Mighty Babylon

The closing chapters of Jeremiah’s expansive prophecy (50-52) tell us of Babylon’s
final days when the Lord would cause a conglomeration of aggressive nations to come
against her and bring her to her knees before she sank into the gorge of extinction. The
pulveriser and annihilator of people and lands of the earth will know what it is to taste
the medicine she has forced others to swallow. Her warfare has been waged against the
Lord and now is the day of His vengeance (50: 9,15,23, 29; 51:62, 64).

R.B. Fullarton, Bathgate
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Introducing . . . November
THE HABITS WE FORM
‘He who tills his land will have plenty
of bread’ (Prov. 28:19 NKJV)—a self-
explanatory statement, highlighting the
benefits of diligence and hard work.
Directly opposed to this, is Proverbs
19:4 (ESV): ‘The sluggard buries his
hand in the dish and will not even bring
it back to his mouth’—a mental image
of such comic exaggeration, we
immediately get the point: self-
defeating laziness defies logic!

The habits we form determine our
effectiveness in life. Parents who truly
love their children take steps to instil,
encourage and model habits of
diligence and perseverance, while
parents who indulge the whims and
unbridled appetites of youth discover
more often than not, that undisciplined
children become unproductive,
resentful adults who think the world
owes them a living. (Thankfully, there
are exceptions which prove the rule).

The Lord Jesus ‘increased in
wisdom and in stature and in favour
with God and man’ (Luke 2:52 ESV).
Here is the supreme example. Perfect
as He was, even He had to be ‘subject’
to His parents. This tells us that Mary
and Joseph actively nurtured their
children in ‘the chastening and
admonition of the Lord’ (Eph. 6:4
R.V.), albeit according to the precepts
and statutes of the Old Testament. By
the age of twelve, He had advanced to
such a degree that He amazed the

doctors of the law with questions so
profound, they revealed a depth of
understanding of the sacred Word that
went far beyond anything seen before
in one of such tender years. What was
his secret? —I delight to do your will, O
my God; your law is within my heart’
(Ps. 40:8 ESV)— His deep, deep love
for the Word and will of His God and
Father.

‘Be diligent to present yourself
approved to God, a worker who does
not need to be ashamed, rightly
dividing the word of truth’ (2 Tim. 2:15
NKJV)—in the things of God, we make
spiritual progress as we apply ourselves
(as our Lord and Master did), to the
inspired Word. One of the most
riveting speakers I ever heard,
described his method of preparation
thus: ‘I read and think, and read and
think, and read and think’! (H. King).

‘It is good for a man that he bear the
yoke in his youth’ (Lam. 3:27 ESV).
Disciplined habits of Bible study
contribute much to spiritual growth.
Making a regular contribution to this
magazine is one way in which young
Bible students can develop this
practice. Through the discipline of
meditating on a given study portion,
setting out the fruits of their reading in
an orderly way and sharing a summary
of this with others, contributors learn to
become workmanlike in their handling
of the Word of Truth. J.J.
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From Study Groups . . .
ALL HUMAN LIFE IS HERE (PROVERBS 28 & 29)
From Aberkenfig: Behaviours, interactions, and parental control The words
‘tolerance’ and its opposite ‘intolerance’ would seem to express the thoughts of
Solomon in the majority of the verses of these chapters of this book we are
considering. He gives the impression that his intensity is increasing in regard to
family behaviour in respect to their individual behaviours. Clearly, there has to be
harmony within any individual and hence between family members before there
can be true peace. Yet at the same time, correction may be necessary.

The discussion seems to develop from one member of the family being out of
step with the others. Whilst being tolerant allows growing room for young and
restless believers, who perhaps are struggling, at the same time it will allow grace to
be shown in what may seem to be rather harsh circumstances.

Apart from tolerance, the two chapters imply that there has to be much grace
given and displayed. This is in contrast with what we will see in the final chapters of
our study next month where we read of hypocrisy such as ‘pure in their own eyes’
whose ‘eyelids are raised in arrogance’. A complete opposite to Proverbs 29:7
where it is written, ‘the righteous taketh knowledge of the cause of the poor: the
wicked hath not understanding to know it’, which is the exact opposite of what we
had earlier in 11:25 - how true!

‘The liberal (generous) man will be prosperous (shall be made fat)’, and ‘he that
waters shall be watered also himself’. This is what God desires of His people today,
but who has not failed? Bill Paterson, S. Prosser

From Cromer: Contrasts These two chapters contain contrasting pairs of attitudes
and their consequences. On the one hand there are those who heed God’s law,
and show their faith by their actions; on the other hand, those who ‘sow the wind
will reap the whirlwind’. This contrast is a general principle of Scripture. Indeed, the
similarity in purpose between the books has led some to call the book of James ‘the
Proverbs of the New Testament’. It is a danger to those who conscientiously seek to
do the will of God that they regard as of first importance the systemisation of
doctrine rather than its application to their lives.

Chapter 29 emphasises the ‘rights of the poor’ (v. 7), and contrasts the ‘unjust’
and the ‘righteous’ man. It is not that poverty is virtuous in itself, but the poor can
be exploited because of their vulnerable position. In our modern Western society
few can be exploited because of their employment, but there are some who have
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sunk into poverty through addiction, and parasites who enrich themselves at their
expense. It is surely obvious where we should stand. Peter Hickling

From Glasgow: Interactions of those in or under authority in Proverbs 28 Believers
who are subject to governments of today may look to their spiritual leaders for
guidance as one line of thought gains ascendancy over another, and shapes policy
(cp. 28:2,12, ). If rulers promote values that conflict with those taught by our Lord,
elders can help by working out a godly response with scriptures. They may point to
Jeremiah’s words—‘A glorious throne, exalted from the beginning, is the place of
our sanctuary. O Lord, the hope of Israel, all who forsake you will be put to shame
… the spring of living water.’ The prophet replies, ‘Heal me, O Lord, …; save me
…, for you are the one I praise’ (Jer. 17:12-14 NIV 1984). For words from the Chief
Shepherd, we may turn to John 16:8-10. For those who suffer for righteousness’
sake, there are the words of promise in 16:22-24; 33. It may be helpful to remind
ourselves that ‘He who keeps the law is a discerning son’ (Prov. 28:7), and ‘He
whose walk is blameless is kept safe’ (28:18), and turn to Paul’s message in Acts
20:27-28, 31-32.

The power of social norms can be another danger to the spiritual life of disciples in
churches of God. In guarding lest unbelief and opposition to the Word of God have
ill effect on our personal witness and the testimony of the church, we can be helped
by careful attention to prayer, ministry, and teaching.

There is also profit, however, in considering how far social norms can be
beneficial, if with prayerful care we discern the good that can be found in them,
because prayers for those in high place have been answered positively. Elders and
wisely observant brothers and sisters may thus be able to commend what has been
designed to benefit those who suffer, for example, from periods of illness, and may
point those who are financially needy to the verses mentioned above in Proverbs
28:18, 20, 27, John 16 and Acts 20.

Parental discipline From the Book of Proverbs we select 13:24 (NIV)—‘… he who
loves [his son] is careful to discipline him.’ Reading this with 29:17—‘Discipline your
son, and he will give you peace; he will bring delight to your soul’, and 29:25—
‘Fear of man will prove to be a snare, but whoever trusts in the Lord is kept safe’,
we consider what parents can draw from these verses. Those who love their children
and speak and act accordingly, with wise care and sensitive discipline, can be
assured of God honouring those promises as part of His word linked with the name
‘Lord’ (29:25); —and that as Abram learned, signified the One who keeps His
covenants (Gen. 15:7; 17:1, 19; 18:19). This is consistent with the advice in
Proverbs 3:11—‘My son, do not despise the Lord’s discipline and do not resent his
rebuke’ (surely relevant to daughters also), and 3:5-6—‘Trust in the Lord with all
your heart, and lean not on your own understanding …’ Martin Archibald
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From Greenock: Probably the most well-known passage in the Bible is Psalm 23.
The ‘rod’ and ‘staff’ are tools which are used in caring for sheep. The simile brings
a sense of comfort to the believer when passing through great trials - even ones
which are life threatening (Ps. 23:4). In this context they bring a sense of belonging,
shelter and security.

‘Spare the rod and spoil the child’ is a much-quoted saying that sounds as if it
has Biblical authority – but it does not appear in the word of God. What does feature
as a continuing theme throughout the Bible is the need to train and guide children
– and irrespective of our age, we are rebellious children in the sight of God. The rod
symbolises the standards to which we should aspire. Like the flock of a shepherd,
we need to be provided with what is good for us, even although it may not
necessarily be what we want. Care and protection are essential for our spiritual well-
being.

What the serious Bible student must grasp is that the authority and responsibility
symbolised by these tools is not an excuse for violence toward the sheep! We are
the sheep, or at the highest, under-shepherds who have to answer for our actions.
A point worth noting is that in the conflict with Goliath, David did not use his staff
[or rod] as a weapon, but his sling.

The Egyptian Pharaoh, Tutankhamun, is portrayed holding a flail and crook as
symbols of pharaonic authority. Moses own staff was used by God to show him the
power of God. When he returned to Egypt, he now referred to his staff as ‘the rod
of God’, likewise he was now no longer his own – he had become God’s shepherd
for his people in Egypt (Ex. 4:20 RV). When he went to Pharaoh with the command
from God to ‘let my people go’ it was God’s staff, God’s message and God’s power
that was demonstrated.

King Ahasuerus used a sceptre as a symbol of his authority (Esth. 4:11; 5:2).
Esther took a risk of rejection and losing her life by going in to see her husband.

We need to recognise that the word of God is like a rod of authority over us. It
is not a big stick to mete out punishment to us: it is the lively oracles of God - the
wise guidance without which we will not achieve our full potential (see Acts 7:38;
Rom 3:2; Heb. 5:12; 1 Pet. 4:11). How shall one stay clean from sin? ‘By taking
heed and keeping watch [on himself] according to Your word [conforming his life to
it]’ (Ps. 119 :9 Amplified version).

We are no longer our own, we should glorify God in our bodies (1 Cor. 6:20)
and sanctify Christ as Lord in our hearts (1 Pet. 3:15). ‘My sheep hear my voice’
(John 10:16). Are we listening? Steve Henderson
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From James Johnson, of Aberdeen: The five chapters, 25 to 29, copied out by
Hezekiah’s scribes, convey insights into human behaviour from the wide-ranging
vantage point of a king such as Solomon. Hezekiah must have noted the value of
these particular insights to have his scribes copy them out for the attention of future
generations. From this month’s study of Proverbs 28 & 29 there are insights into
various behaviours of man. The following are a few gleanings from this portion.

‘Evil men understand not judgement: But they that seek the LORD understand
all things’ (Prov. 28:5 RV). A distinction is made between ‘evil men’ and ‘they that
seek the LORD’. When we seek the LORD in prayer we are helped to understand
all things. Repeatedly, we find in the book of Proverbs (as in the Holy Scriptures)
things that go together: righteousness, fear of the LORD, wisdom and
understanding. There is a clear division between wise and foolish, good and evil,
right and wrong. The desirability of integrity compared with perversity (28:6) is more
fully explored by considering the alternative rendering to: ‘he that is perverse in his
ways’ with ‘perverse of two ways’ (RV margin). This same wording is found further
on in the passage: ‘Whoso walketh uprightly shall be delivered: But he that is
perverse in his ways (i.e. ‘two ways’) shall fall at once’ (28:18). This wording takes
our thoughts to Elijah’s challenge to backsliding Israel who were halting between
two opinions. In James’ epistle the same fountain could not send forth ‘sweet and
bitter’ waters and yet, ‘Out of the same mouth cometh forth blessing and cursing’
(James 3:10). Rather, we are exhorted to seek the wisdom from above which is
‘without hypocrisy’.

In Proverbs 29:11 we discover yet another contrast between the fool and the
wise man. ‘A fool uttereth all his anger (Heb. ‘spirit’): But a wise man keepeth it
back and stilleth it’ Paul wrote to the Galatian churches about this need for
meekness and self-control—mentioning these attributes next to each other—the
fruit of the Spirit (Gal. 5:23). James Johnson

From Melbourne: Throughout the ages moral and political philosophers have
sought to advocate on behalf of a ‘just world’ and ‘true conduct’. Plato, Hobbes,
Montesquieu and Russell, among countless others, figure as giants of their
profession. Yet still misdeeds blossom, and, like Belshazzar, rulers are found to be
severely wanting. The nature of man remains essentially corrupt despite the
utterances, vain or valid as they may be, of the world’s philosophers. Over the
centuries human conduct has frequently ranged from the petty and mean-spirited
to the ostentatious and self-glorifying, and equally so from the peasant to the despot.
The heart of man is truly ‘deceitful’ (Jer. 17:9 ESV). In considering the chapters
before us, is anyone immune to the ‘fear of man’ which ‘lays a snare’ (Prov. 29:25)?
Can anyone say ‘not me!’?
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Man’s moral and ethical compass which ought to point to ‘true north’, to seek
and to do the will of God, is subject to serious variance and disturbance by
corrupting forces. The writer, even in his kingly exaltation, must surely have been a
keen observer of character, actions and motives, from courtiers to poor townsfolk.
One might almost wonder if he had gone amongst the people incognito to see how
the ‘other half lived’. Greed, desire for power, pride, flattery and taking pleasure in
others’ misfortune (aka epicaricacy or schadenfreude) are highlighted, not only as
the actions of the rich and powerful, for ‘a poor man who oppresses the poor is a
beating rain which leaves no food’ (Prov. 28:3).

If the story ended there, we would be in dismay. However, the writer as guided
by the ‘watcher of mankind’ (Job 7:20) has also observed noble actions and motives,
reminding us of what Isaiah could see of a future day when ‘he who is noble plans
noble things and on noble things he stands’ (Is. 32:8). Nearly every verse is a
balanced couplet of the good and the bad, the pure and the vile. So, where does
perverseness or nobility of character start? At the top and work down? If the king,
president, or governor is subject to favouritism or bribes, or vindictiveness, how can
the people be expected to act differently? Similarly, in the family circle, if the parent
demonstrates hostility and cruelty, will not the children be likely to do the same?
But not in every case, as we surely all know of children emerging from a troubled
background to become upright and gentle.

Is the world becoming more arrogant and corrupt? We know immoral and
unethical actions originate in the heart (Mark 7:22). We can see plainly from what
is written that there never was a golden age, with the exception of the ‘Age of
Innocence’ of Genesis 2. Sin constantly replicates and multiplies in every
generation, while wise words act as ‘goads’ (Eccles. 12:11) to good conduct and
moral integrity, for the one who rules (whether a nation or business or family), and
equally for the humblest in the land. The master proverb writer is nearing the end
of his task now and still he advocates wisdom rather than folly, ‘a fool gives full vent
to his spirit, but a wise man quietly holds it back’ (29:11). Oh, if only I could truly
learn to do this! Roy Dickson

From Mount Forest: These chapters are a continuation of proverbs men copied for
King Hezekiah (see Prov. 25:1). There is significant emphasis, though not always an
evident sequence, regarding elements of righteous (or unrighteous) rule, and justice
(or injustice). It is noted from 2 Kings18:5-6 that Hezekiah was very focused on the
revelation of God’s word to Moses. And David-like, he loved the house of God. It
is no surprise his servants sought out Solomon’s wisdom, which would complement
these features, for this willing-hearted king.
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The New Testament book of James has been compared to Proverbs in its
repeated statements of moral precepts and warnings, which are made with
equivalent force, though not with the same conciseness or poetic form as Proverbs.

We found only about half a dozen clear quotations from Proverbs in the New
Testament (Rom.12:20; Heb.12:5-6; James 4:6/1 Pet.5:5; 1 Pet.4:8,18; 2
Pet.2:22); none evidently from these two chapters. However, there is no shortage
of New Testament allusions to Proverbs 28/29 verses or comparative statements
regarding the point recorded so tersely here in Proverbs. A few examples may
suffice:

28:9: compared to the positive corollary 1 John 3:21-22;
28:13 is mirrored in 1 John 1:9. Granting repentance is a sovereign act by God (2
Tim.2:25; 2 Cor.7:9-10);
28:14: the warning occurs in Hebrews 3:15 (quoting directly from Psalm 95:7-8);
28:20,22 is mirrored in 1 Timothy 6:9-10 (hastening after wealth). By contrast, the
blessing of spiritual prosperity is referenced in 3 John 1:2-4 (re Gaius);
28:21: partiality is admonished in 1 Timothy 5:21;
28:23: scriptural rebuke is noted in 2 Timothy 3:16;
29:11 is compared to James 1:20 and Ephesians 4:26;
29:15,17 is like 3:11 re disciplining a child, as addressed in Hebrews 12:5-9;
29:18: consider 2 Peter 1:4-9; 2 Cor.4:3-4, and more positively Hebrews 12:2-3;
Luke 24:27,45;
29:22 is compared to Ephesians 4:31-32 and James 3:16;
29:25 is compared to Galatians 2:11-13 (and see Luke12:4).

Certainly, the truth of many of these proverbs also finds ample illustration in the
historical record of the Old Testament, e.g. 2 Samuel 23:11-12, where Shammah is
seen as an example of Proverbs 28:1 (compare also Phil.1:12-14); Psalm 51 where
David is seen as an example of Proverbs 28:13; and Genesis 45:9, where Joseph is
evidencing Proverbs 28:20a. Examples could easily be multiplied!

We noted that in Fellowship literature, the most frequent references to these
two chapters are to Proverbs 28:13 (re repentance and mercy); 29:18 re necessity
of spiritual vision; 29:23 re the expectation of humility and debasing of the proud;
and 29:25 re fear of man bringing a snare, entrapment and constraint. There are
also frequent uses of 28:20 in highlighting careful stewardship and avoidance of a
love of money. Geoff Hydon

From Ravulapalem: Parental Discipline The purpose of the book is to steer children
away from foolishness and towards wisdom. Parents can guide their children
towards a successful and righteous life. Chapter 1:8 warns children not to forsake
their mother’s teaching and to follow the instruction of their fathers. God warned
parents through Moses in Old Testament days to be careful not to forget to teach
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and train their children the statutes of the Lord. Proverbs 3:11-12 says: ‘My son do
not despise the Lord’s discipline and do not resent his rebuke, because the Lord
disciplines those He loves’ (NIV), and ‘he punishes every son he accepts’ (Heb.
12:6 ISV). This highlights that discipline should be administered with love,
compassion and care, reflecting the manner in which God disciplines His children
(see also 10:1; 13:1,24).

Proverbs 17:6 bears out what the whole book implies: parents and children are
not meant to be adversaries, but allies in life who are proud of each other. The book
of Proverbs presents discipline as a critical component of parenting.

A sign of love ‘the Lord disciplines the one he loves, and he chastens everyone he
accepts as his son’ (Heb. 12:6 NIV 2011). To the church in Laodicea the Lord said:
‘Those whom I love I reprove and discipline, so be zealous and repent.’ (Rev. 3:19
ESV). ‘Folly is bound up in the heart of a child, but the rod of discipline drives it far
from him’ (Prov. 22:15). This highlights the belief that children naturally possess
tendencies towards foolishness and it is the responsibility of the parents to correct
this through discipline. Chapter 29:15 says ‘A rod of correction imparts wisdom, but
a child left to himself disgraces his mother.’ (Berean Study Bible). However, it also
clears that discipline should not be overly harsh or abusive. As per 19:18 discipline
should be balanced aiming to correct and guide without causing harm, as Paul wrote
to the Ephesians: ‘Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them
up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord’ (Eph. 6:4 ESV).

Disciplining a child makes a parent peaceful and brings delight. (29:17).
Conversely a child who is not disciplined will bring shame and trouble (v. 15).
Finally, by instilling discipline, parents help their children walk in the path of
righteousness, contributing to a life of wisdom peace and prosperity.

S. J. M. Edward

From Surulere: Behaviours and Interactions All human life is an admixture of
seeming contradictions. The evolving tapestry of our existence is often intertwined
with joy and pain, justice and injustice, the good and the bad, and a suite of other
things. No one ever has it all their way. In a manner of speaking, ‘He has made
everything beautiful in its time. He has also set eternity in the human heart; yet no
one can fathom what God has done from beginning to end’ (Eccles. 3:11 NIV).

It is within the circumference of this veiled beauty, that we probe the enigma of
human behaviours and interactions in its kaleidoscopic landscape. The sordid
interplay of a lust for power and a love of money is displayed in all its cataclysmic
outcome: ‘When a country is rebellious, it has many rulers …’ (Prov. 28:2), and ‘A
ruler who oppresses the poor is like a driving rain that leaves no crops’ (28:3). It gets
more engrossing in its deviousness: ‘When the righteous triumph there is great
elation; but when the wicked rise to power, people go into hiding’ (28:12) and ‘Like
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a roaring lion or a charging bear, is a wicked ruler over a helpless people’ (28:15).
‘A tyrannical ruler practices extortion, but one who hates ill-gotten gain will enjoy a
long reign’ (28:16).

The enduring virtue of hard work and honest labour is portrayed against the
backdrop of the insatiability of a life of pursuit of quick gain and sudden wealth,
‘Better the poor whose walk is blameless, than the rich whose ways are perverse’
(28:6), and ‘Whoever increases wealth by taking interest or profit from the poor
amasses it for another, who will be kind to the poor’ (28: 8). ‘A faithful person will
be richly blessed, but one eager to get rich will not go unpunished’ (28:20), and
‘Those who work their land will have abundant food, but those who chase fantasies
will have their fill of poverty’ (28:19).

The perennial conflict between righteous living and a life of self-indulgence is
highlighted in its starkness: ‘Evildoers do not understand what is right, but those who
seek the LORD understand it fully’ (28:5). This theme is developed further: ‘A
discerning son heeds instruction, but a companion of gluttons disgraces his father’
(28:7), and ‘Whoever leads the upright along an evil path will fall into their own
trap, but the blameless will receive a good inheritance’ (28:10).

Interspersed in the chapters under consideration is the compelling truth that no
matter the length of time or apparent delays or seeming triumph of evil men,
whether rulers or those employing their wealth to oppress the poor, it is still the
counsel of the LORD that will ultimately prevail: ‘Blessed is the one who always
trembles before God, but whoever hardens their heart falls into trouble’ (28:14),
and ‘The one whose walk is blameless is kept safe, but the one whose ways are
perverse will fall into a pit’ (28:18). Fred Ntido

From Victoria BC: This month we were asked to read chapters 28 and 29, and then
see if there is application to life today. We all agreed we see the behaviours of the
ungodly versus the righteousness of holy living. Chapter 28 starts off with the attitude
of the unrighteous. Because of guilt, they run away even when no one is pursuing
them. Not so the righteous; they are bold as lions. We must be on guard to maintain
our Christ-centredness. It’s easy to let something or someone take His place. This is
followed by fears, uncertainty and loss of peace. Slipping into sin will cause trouble
in our prayer life. One brother mentioned Isaiah 59:2 and Psalm 66:18 with
Proverbs 28:9 – these verses mention warnings of regarding sin, and how it curtails
our prayers until correction is made. Another brother said he found the whole
gospel in 28:13. It speaks of confessing and renouncing sin, with repentance. The
next verse counsels to fear the Lord.

We all saw too, that for the most part, there is ever-increasing lawlessness and
an increase in disobedience in calling something previously right and correct, to
now calling it wrong and bad, and regarding something previously sinful as now



120

normal and good. A definite and palpable sense that peoples’ own self-promotion,
pride and sin are increasing. Proverbs 28:16 says ‘A ruler who lacks understanding
is a cruel oppressor’. People are presented with candidates to vote for in countries,
and sometimes have to choose the lesser of two evils. One brother mentioned how
Oliver Cromwell expelled King Charles and while leading as Lord Protector of the
UK, he was kind to Christians as opposed to the treatment by the king [Comment
1]. Indeed, the people rejoiced under Cromwell. It is nice when we have good
leadership where we live, but that isn’t our concern. Romans 13:14 declares ‘we
are to put on Christ’ every day. As someone said, ‘salvation is free, but the
maintenance will cost you everything’.

Proverbs 29 seems to focus on the greater authority of governments and also rule
in our own home. As Christians we are to stay engaged in our lives where the Lord
has placed us. Sometimes we may be put in different predicaments. We may be
offered a bribe, or a chance to cheat on our spouse. We may be tempted to steal
or cheat on our taxes. There are so many ways we are tempted. We will at some
point be presented with two outcomes to choose. Will we follow God’s way, or
fold and follow our way?

We raise our children in our homes. We drive on highways. We obey the law.
But if we get ‘road rage’ or abuse our people in our homes, then the greater law
applies. We have a responsibility to represent Jesus. Let us not be the disciple who
is devoured. Put on the new man. R. Lefevre, P. Williamson

COMMENTS
1. (Victoria BC): Some interesting historical details: Cromwell was Lord Protector
of England, not the ‘UK’. The formal union of the parliaments of England and
Scotland did not happen until 1707, 49 years after Cromwell died. Charles I was
executed in 1649, after a majority of the English ‘Rump Parliament’ agreed he
should be tried for treason. According to the current Wikipedia article on his life,
Cromwell was ‘a determined supporter of those pushing for the King’s trial and
execution, believing that killing Charles was the only way to end the civil wars.
Cromwell approved Thomas Brook’s address to the House of Commons, which
justified the trial and the King’s execution on the basis of the Book of Numbers,
chapter 35 and particularly verse 33 (“The land cannot be cleansed of the blood
that is shed therein, but by the blood of him that shed it”)’.

There is no doubt Cromwell was instrumental in freeing England, and ultimately
Great Britain, from the despotic rule of those who believed in ‘the divine right of
kings’.
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I asked our brother Simon Davison (a History graduate in the church in Ayr), to
check the above for accuracy and he sent this reply, which reveals the complexity
of events during that time:

“The main problem for Cromwell had been the King plotting with a ‘foreign
power’ i.e., Scotland for troops to fight against the English Parliament. Even when
captured and imprisoned Charles wouldn't change his mind about his own personal
legitimate right to Divine Right.

The argument is spurious as Charles was also the legitimate king of Scotland. The
Scots, a Presbyterian force, supported Charles for internal reasons of their own
(going through their own parliament) and also certain promises made to them by
King Charles (we got the upholding of the rights of the Scottish Church as seen at
the last coronation as a result).

Here was the nub of the problem. Scots Presbyterians, Charles and the Royalists’
Divine Right/High C of E, Cromwell Puritan, Parliament (partly but not wholly
Puritan) holding out for its legitimate role and the reasonable curb on the power of
monarchy.

The fact that the king had restarted the civil wars was the step too far that sealed
his fate. Charles was charged with attempting to “uphold in himself an unlimited
and tyrannical power to rule according to his will, and to overthrow the rights and
liberties of the people” ... Rump hold on until ultimately dismissed by Lord High
Protector (Cromwell) and we enter a virtual dictatorship with the very puritanical
army.

The people baulked at the dictates of the Puritans and agitated for the restoration
of the monarchy, 1660. Cromwell was a Christian and did much good for England.
He saw Catholicism, especially in Ireland, as linked to Divine Right and a possible
foothold for foreign intervention. It was an economically advantageous time and the
beginnings of empire were formed in the New World. In any event it only lasted as
long as he lived and as a system became more restrictive and more unpopular.

The Numbers argument is obviously a valid one, but cuts both ways. I'm
reminded of when the Lord told king David why he would not be allowed to build
the Temple. It would be left for Solomon to do, a man of peace rather than the
warrior and shedder of blood” (Simon Davison). J.J.
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Feature
THE HOUSE OF GOD IN THE BOOK OF EZEKIEL
Introduction

The name of Ezekiel appears only twice in his writings. The meaning of his name is
‘God will strengthen’. When the Lord speaks and reveals His workings with His
people both in Jerusalem where a remnant remained, and in Babylon, where many
had been taken into captivity, Ezekiel is addressed as ‘Son of man’. He was not only
a prophet of God but also a priest.

At thirty years of age, being part of the company of those deported to Babylon
in the second group of exiles in 597 BC, eight years after Daniel (who belonged to
the first group of deportees), he was chosen by God to have visions of events that
he describes in great detail. His ministry extended over a period of roughly twenty
years (Ezek. 1:3; 24:24).

The Lord manifested to Ezekiel sightings of mighty angelic beings in their fleeting
movements between heaven and earth and a distinct individual possessing a human
form and occupying a throne in the heavens. This caused the prophet to fall
prostrate on his face. God would appoint Ezekiel not only as His emissary to nations
that were opposed to the knowledge and recognition of God, but also to the exiled
people of Israel in Babylon. He was to deliver God’s message irrespective of their
reaction to it (1:28; 2:3; 3:11).

Abhorrent Practices in God’s House

While in a house meeting with the elders of Judah in Babylon, the Holy Spirit of
God placed His hand upon the prophet and brought him in a vision of God to the
city of Jerusalem where he saw what is described as the ‘Image of Jealousy’: a
despicable figure of idolatry appearing at the door of the temple. The glory of God,
however, was also present. On further investigation, Ezekiel beheld drawings on a
wall of every kind of evil creature and seventy elders of the house of Israel burning
incense before them in false worship. Then into the prophet’s view came women
of the nation crying and praying to Tammuz, an Assyrian idol of fertility - but worse
was to come: in the inner court of God’s house, twenty-five men were engaging in
obeisance to the sun. Such depravity stirred the Lord to exact His fury upon those
of His people who were guilty of such abominations (8:3-4, 11-12, 14, 16; 9:5-6,
9-10).

Actions and activities that besmirch the glory and honour of God have to be dealt
with appropriately, for judgement must begin at the house of God, and if that is so,
how fearful must be the weight of eternal judgement for the unrepentant sinner (1
Pet. 4:17-18; Heb. 10:30-31; 1 Cor. 3:16-17).
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The Glory of God in the House of God

Time and again in this book we come across the expression ‘the glory of the Lord’.
We also have instances of ‘the glory of the God of Israel’, and one mention of ‘the
Lord’s glory’. Also appearing are the statements ‘the glory of the Lord filled the
house’ and ‘the glory of the Lord filled the house of the Lord’. How reassuring and
refreshing to be reminded of the splendour and majesty of our God and the value
He attributes to the place that bears His name. Majestic celestial beings called
‘Cherubim’ also had a major part to play in the house of the Lord in Ezekiel’s day,
moving at God’s command and working towards the fulfilling of His will (43:5; 44:4;
10:5,7,11-12,15-17,19).

The end section of Ezekiel’s prophecy takes us forward to the glorious prospect
of a future time when God’s presence will be known and felt among restored Israel.
No longer will His name be denigrated by their behaviour as they will learn to love
and live by ‘the law of the house’. The ordinances of the house consisted of an order
and procedure that was glorifying to God (43:7, 10-12; 44:11).

In our day and time, we can explore the glories of God’s house and the way in
which it should be regarded and treated. The sons of Korah would know the history
of their predecessor and the trouble he and his fellow-activists brought about,
impelled by their jealousy of Moses and Aaron in their leadership of God’s people.
They were contemptuous of the high place and position of honour God had given
them in the service of the tabernacle, and their sinful actions soon led to their
downfall. The outcome of the rebellion of Korah and his acolytes against the Lord
had a harmful effect upon the whole congregation, resulting in a plague which took
the lives of 14,700, not counting those who had aligned themselves with Korah
(Num. 16:1-3, 9-11, 30-33, 41-42,49).

God’s Grace & Goodness to the Generations of the Righteous

Those of Korah’s family who had distanced themselves from him and his defiance
against the Lord, and those under the age of responsibility, were spared divine
judgement and came to know God’s mercy and longsuffering in rich measure. This
is expressed in the eleven psalms that bear the authorship ‘the sons of Korah’. They
loved God’s dwelling place: just even being there was a wonderful experience, and
with opportunity they undoubtedly served with distinction (Pss. 42:4; 43:3-4;
84:4,10).

In Psalm 48 in particular, the Spirit of God presents us with spiritual lessons
which we may draw from the physical exercise of Korah’s righteous generations
walking and enjoying the place God had chosen for His own to serve Him, namely,
Mount Zion. They were to mark well and take note of all that was helpful and
beneficial to their wellbeing in the value of her strong fortifications; and consider
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with deep thought and appreciation the beauty and arrangement of what God had
put together for His holy nation to serve and Him (cp. Heb. 12:18-29).

R.B. Fullarton, Bathgate
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Introducing . . . December
THE CHRISTIAN CHARACTER OF FAMILY AND WORKING
RELATIONSHIPS
The contents of the last two chapters
of our study subject for this year at its
close are helpful aids to improving and
maintaining right dealings with each
other in different life settings.

Master and Servant
As servants of the Lord, who is our
Master, we are to be careful in the
sphere of employment where due
regard and respect is to be shown to
our fellow-employees. Too easily, we
can adopt a critical approach to co-
workers, feeling they are not pulling
their weight for their employer as they
should; perhaps, in our minds, lacking
in work output, or acting in a way we
consider inappropriate. Maligning
them before those to whom they bear
responsibility could well draw a
responsive swift rebuke (Mat. 23:10;
Eph. 6:6; Prov. 30:10).

Father, Mother and Offspring
Nowadays, many parents seem to have
less control than ever over their
children, resulting in irresponsible
behaviour that may even escalate to
criminality. Warning is strongly given in
Scripture of increasing disobedience,
even the outright defiance of
adolescents. This can be the case just
as much with adults, resentment to
elderly parental admonition in end
times, accompanied so often by a
complete absence of respect or

appreciation of what has been done for
them (2 Tim. 3:2; Prov. 30:11,17)

Mother and Son
The Queen Mother of the king was a
woman of wise advice. Lemuel not
only listened to pearls of wisdom from
his mother’s mouth, but took note of
how she conducted herself in family
and worldly affairs. She saw and spoke
of the danger of her son being
infatuated by the weaker sex; and
falling prey to the allurement of
alcohol. On the other hand, he was to
speak up for those, on account of
physical impairment or illness, or living
in impoverished conditions, who were
unable to defend themselves when
under the unjustified lash of the critical
tongue (Prov. 31:1, 3-5, 8-9).

Husband and Wife, Mother and
Family
Here we have an exquisite example of
a ‘woman of worth.’ Her husband has
complete confidence in the love of his
life; she does everything to look after
his welfare; she is active in ensuring her
family is well-fed and well-clothed; she
keeps an eye on what she might do to
keep the family afloat financially; she
gives what she can to charitable causes;
she is dignified and gentle in her
bearing and involvement with all her
contacts; and she keeps herself busy
helping others - all resulting from her
deep reverence for the Lord of her life.
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No wonder her husband and children
heap praise on someone so dear and
special to them.

(Prov. 31:10, 12-16, 18, 20-21, 24-28,
30). R.B.F .

From Study Groups . . .
A WOMAN OF WORTH (PROVERBS 30 & 31)
From Buckhaven: Agur was probably a public teacher, and Ithiel and Ucal, his
pupils (from Treasury of Scriptural Knowledge Cross References).

In Proverbs 30:1-4, what point is Agur driving at? Taking the admission of his own
lack of understanding, wisdom and knowledge he proceeds to ask questions which
are framed in such a way as to convince the audience i.e. his fellow men (as well as
his pupils, Ithiel and Ucal) that they also are lacking in understanding etc. Not only
are we lacking in the knowledge and understanding, which is the preserve of God
(the Holy One), but no one has ability or power to ascend or descend to and from
heaven (the sky?) [Comment 1]. Quite obviously no one has power (as God has) to
gather the wind in his fists or bind the waters in a garment. It would therefore make
sense that the last question is a rhetorical challenge for confirming that no man (nor
any man’s son) has such knowledge or ability. Agur then contrasts the implied lowly
status of man with ‘every word of God’ (Prov. 30:5). Every word of God is tried (RV
margin, Heb: purified). Contained within the Scriptures are pronouncements and
prophecies that God has made. Children of God have the privilege and
responsibility of searching them, like the Beroeans, to be assured of the truth and
accuracy of all the LORD’s promises: ‘The sum of thy word is truth’ (Ps. 119:160).

The request for neither poverty nor riches is a wise one, since we bring nothing
into this world and we carry nothing out (1 Tim. 6:7). Rather it is good to be content
with what we have (Heb. 13:5). Agur’s request is: ‘Feed me with the food that is
needful for me’ (Prov. 30:8), also expressed as: ‘the bread of my portion’ (RV
margin: Heb). This reminds us of the Lord's example prayer: ‘Give us this day our
daily bread’ (Mat. 6:11). James Johnson

From Cromer: Multitasking It seems a modern word, but the words of Proverbs
31:10-31 show that it is no new thing. This passage describes ‘an excellent wife’ (v.
10) who shares mutual trust with her husband. It firstly describes

The Matriarch who provides clothing and food for her household, working ‘with
willing hands’ (v.13) to provide for them, so that ‘her children rise up and call her
blessed, her husband also, and he praises her’ (v.28). With the management skills
that she uses in in her household she is able to apply in a wider field, so that she
becomes
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The Entrepreneur who buys a field (v.16) and plants a vineyard. She finds that her
merchandise is profitable, but instead of keeping her prosperity to herself ‘she opens
her hand to the poor’ (v.28), thus providing a lesson to us, that if we prosper we
should bear in mind the needy. Peter Hickling

From Glasgow: Three wonderful things in Proverbs 30
(1) There may well be a commendable case for the ‘different word division of the
Hebrew’ in the 1984 NIV footnote (agreeing with the text in ESV, 2001 and RV,
1884, footnote 3) so that Agur says in verse 1, ‘I am weary, O God … and faint’.
This probably means that Agur’s surprising statements—‘I am the most ignorant of
men … I have not learned wisdom, nor have knowledge of the Holy One’ arise
from a deep sense of being unable to express worthily the majesty and power of
God, though the person who included Agur’s sayings in the Book of Proverbs surely
had a high regard for his wisdom. This humility we may find also in Paul’s wonder
at the depth of the riches of the knowledge of God (Rom. 11:33-34), and our Lord
Jesus, who was humble in heart, though in Him are hidden ‘all the treasures of
wisdom and knowledge’ (Mat. 11:29; Col. 2:3). We may also profitably reflect on
the remarkable humility of many who have been truly great in human history.

(2) Agur appeals to the Lord for two things, with his keen awareness of the brevity
of human life (Prov. 30:7). The first is ‘Keep falsehood and lies far from me.’ If this
seems so obvious a danger to his personal reputation and spiritual life that some
wonder why it was so important to him, believers honouring Jesus as Lord will
remember that Paul warned that we face a similar hazard if we think we stand firm,
but fail to take care lest we fall (1 Cor. 10:11-12) [Comment 2].

(3) The view is offered that the second appeal by Agur—‘Give me neither poverty
nor riches, but … daily bread’—is continued through verse 9. Thus humility is
graphically expressed in the middle path between two extreme temptations—to
steal and to dishonour the name of God.

Thoughts on Proverbs 31:10-31 as outstanding A society that we might consider to
be typical of Old Testament times was Gerar, where Abimilech ruled when Abraham
took his tents and household there from Mamre, in obedience to the direction of
the Lord, and probably also to find fresh pasture for his flocks and herds (see Gen.
13:5-7, 14-18; 20:1). Though the king apparently welcomed Abraham’s presence
in Gerar, he ’sent for Sarah and took her’ into his household alongside his wife and
slave girls, thinking she was Abraham’s sister (20:17-18), showing a view of women
and their rights quite different from what is normal today in most human societies.
Isaac’s similar fear and deception reveals further risks to beautiful women and their
husbands (Gen. 20:1; 26:7-11).

In contrast, the value placed upon an excellent wife in Proverbs is outstanding
testimony to the worth of women, influenced by the experience of King Lemuel,
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and the womanly insight of his mother, and doubtless his queen. This passage is
thus crowned by expressing something of the view of our God, since it has a place
in His Book. Martin Archibald

From Greenock: The book of Proverbs began with advice to follow the guidance of
parents (Prov. 1:8). The New Testament continues with Paul teaching Titus that
young men and women should aspire to be role models (Tit. 2:3,6). He encourages
those in Philippi to follow his own example (Phil. 3:17-21).

The description of the virtuous woman is an aspirational model. Clearly it is not
within the grasp of all women as many are not in the position of having large
households with servants or have the means to trade in commodities or real estate.

There is no record of the great women of the Old Testament buying and selling
fields. Jezebel wrote letters in Ahab’s name to engineer the death of Naboth (1 Kin.
21:8). The daughters of Zelophehad had to ask for the allocation of their father.
Their request is incorporated into statute but the property of a man with no children
or siblings had to pass to the father’s brothers (Num. 27:1-11). Naomi had no right
of redemption for the property of her husband Elimelech. New Testament women
of substance include Lydia who traded in purple and who gave hospitality to Paul
and Silas. She and her household were faithful to the Lord (Acts 16:15-40). The
house at Bethany is described as belonging to Martha. This might explain her
diligence at hospitality whilst her sister Mary was not involved in the work (Luke
10:38).

Who is this virtuous woman? She has a husband; she is valued far above earthly
things. These rule out the idea that this is a picture of the Lord Jesus. He is described
as the bridegroom by John the Baptist and by Himself (John 3:29; Mark 2:18-20).
The Lord Jesus purchased His bride – the church which is His Body -at great cost (1
Pet. 1: 18-20). This fits in with his parable of the treasure in the field. Jesus gave
everything He had – His life and His sinlessness to pay the price of our redemption.
Rubies are deep red gemstones. The brightest and most valuable shade of red, called
blood-red or pigeon blood, commands a large premium over other rubies of similar
quality. Her price is far above rubies. The precious blood of the Lamb of God is
without blemish or spot – flawless.

When we look at the qualities of the woman, her tireless industry and her selfless
devotion, we see a picture of what we should be striving towards. Individually and
collectively our testimony should exhibit wise stewardship, generous charitable
giving, communicating kindness and wisdom and doing all virtuously.

Just as a permanent magnet draws iron filings, our testimony should be drawing
people to the Lord Jesus Christ. Like a permanent magnet the power of attraction
cannot be turned on just when it suits – it is the essential nature of the magnet.
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A magnet always points to the North Pole – we should be pointing to Jesus.
Steve Henderson

From Melbourne: ‘What’s in a name?’ is a popular quotation from William
Shakespeare’s ‘Romeo and Juliet’. Juliet expresses grief over the last name
Montague, who are arch enemies of her family. Juliet makes the point that the actual
name is inconsequential, but the intrinsic qualities of that person are what matter
most.

Agur, with his enquiring mind, was intrigued concerning the Holy One and
recognised His majesty and magnificence and enquired about His name and more
astoundingly His Son’s name. How did he know He had a Son? This is a wonder
which is inexplicable [A revelation to faith—Eds]. Here is evidence that God had a
Son from the mouth of a descendant of Ishmael [Comment 3]. How this must
stumble many a Jewish reader. In this case this name was no inconsequential matter
which Agur seemed to recognise. Moses wanted to tell the people of Israel the name
of the One who spoke to him. ‘What is Your name? God said to Moses ‘I AM WHO
I AM’. That was enough to tell Moses that God was the ‘All in All’. The intrinsic
character of God and His name are integrally and harmoniously entwined together
with His character, power, love, perfection and unseeable glory.

Mary was told by the angel Gabriel to name her forthcoming Son, Jesus (Luke
1:31). In Revelation 19:12 He has a name written which no one knows except
Himself, and in verse 13 we read that His name is called ‘The Word of God’. Agur
in his wisdom was maybe searching for a name that no one will ever know except
the Father and the Son, in that the Lord Jesus can never be known or comprehended
due to the profound mysteries of His Person. Yet He is Jesus, the God-man who is
revealed as the Word of God. Agur seemed to be enquiring into mysteries which
only the Godhead could answer and reveal.

Agur’s name means gatherer (some think his name is symbolic of Solomon). His
searching mind was one that wanted to gather knowledge of the Holy One. May it
be our constant prayer to have a mind and heart that desires to gather a deep
understanding of the person of Christ into the granary of our hearts.

The final chapter extols the qualities of a virtuous wife. There is a list of at least
twenty outstanding qualifications of her worth. She is consistently faithful, a real
provider for her husband and family and has a reputation that goes before her even
to the elders sitting at the gate of the city. She is a lover of righteousness and the
great I AM.

‘An excellent wife who can find?’ (ESV). The scriptures instruct us that the man
is the head of the house – albeit that is a worldly term. It is often said the head sits
on the neck and who turns the head but the neck. How true ‘the hand that rocks
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the cradle rules the world’. We are thankful for wise and godly women whose works
are praised in assemblies and beyond.

Could this woman be wisdom, in a summing up of the theme of book? Wisdom
is first called by the personal pronoun ‘she’ in Proverbs 1:20-21 [It would rather
appear to be descriptive of a woman of God than a personification of a godly
attribute – Eds]. Ron Busby

From Mount Forest: These last two chapters are perhaps a crescendo. Noting
Proverbs 1:1 poses the question, are Agur and Lemuel other people or are they
other poetic names of Solomon? The latter may be a popular view but is hard to
support in context (e.g. v. 3). We have no cross-references for Agur or Lemuel, and
words describing them are disputed (Heb. massa usually means an oracle, or could
be a placename, thus: Agur of Massa; Lemuel, King of Massa; see 1 Chron.1:30).

Does this chapter pick up from Proverbs 25:1, with Agur, Ithiel and Ucal being
among the men described there? Is Agur now addressing them as their leader in
their service for Hezekiah? Interestingly, the Hebrew word Agur may imply
‘gatherer’, apt to the task of gathering Solomon’s wise sayings. Are Proverbs 30:1-4
Agur’s humble interjection as he brings his work to a conclusion? Verses 5 onwards
in this chapter could then continue Solomon’s gathered sayings, with 1:1 still
applying to the book as far as 29:27, or even 30:33.

We are reminded in chapter 30:7-16 about what to gather and not gather, only
wanting enough (see Ex.16:4; Mat.6:11) and sharing what we have so we may
depend on the Lord (Luke 3:11). Allowing sin into our lives can seriously dull our
conscience (Prov. 30:20). Instead, we ought to be learning positive lessons from
simple creatures around us that do well from the appropriate natural instincts their
Designer and Creator gave them (30:18-31). Interestingly, in verse 2, the second
word for ‘man’ is the word ‘Adam’, who unlike beasts was created with
understanding as one in God’s image.

It seems chapter 31 is a Spirit-led addition to the compilation of Solomon’s
words, by another king - Lemuel, who was given by his mother examples of noble
service unto the Lord, which must first be applied personally, despite the kingly
authority he had been given (see 22:4). If, however, Lemuel is Solomon then ‘his
mother’ is Bathsheba (1 Kin. 2:19) – a woman of notable physical appeal but with
little on record to back up her being the teacher of Proverbs 31.

The concluding section talks about the ideal woman. We know nothing of King
Lemuel’s life, but Solomon the king was one who had a vast experience of different
female relationships, with far from exemplary results.  Here is highlighted the
importance of seeking out an appropriate life partner based on their inner qualities
(rather than outer beauties more vividly described in Song of Solomon). Wisdom,
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often described in Proverbs using feminine terms, is now exhibited practically as an
ideal and inspiring description of a wife. Such qualities are worth more than the
most valuable minerals man can source from the earth (Prov. 31:10), attributes so
priceless that the verses were written acrostically in Hebrew so that readers could
memorize them more easily. Like Ephesians 5:22-25, it involves not telling each
other what to do but rather taking personal ownership of our individual roles in such
intimate and strengthening relationships (see Eccles. 4:12). Choosing a partner is so
vital (cf. 2 Cor.6:14), the ripple effects can build kingdoms or tear them apart.

Chris Seddon, Geoff Hydon

From Ravulapalem: The author of this proverb is Agur and his name is written only
once in the Bible:

(1) The one and only important quality of this man is his acceptance of his human
behaviour of knowing he is not special and says he is more brutish than any man.
He also humbled himself, saying he has neither learned wisdom nor had the
knowledge of the Holy One (Prov. 30:3). King Solomon asked the Lord when He
appeared in Gibeon (1 Kin. 6-8) for an understanding heart to judge the vast number
of the Lord’s people. God gave him prosperity and honour along with a wise heart.
His father David desired only one thing in Psalm 27:4, that was to dwell in the house
of the Lord forever and behold the beauty of the Lord.

(2) Agur put two requests before God to grant before his death: to keep away lies
and not to give poverty or prosperity (Prov. 30:7-9). He was prepared to wait until
his death. He is not in hurry for the fulfilment of his requests. He asked only for his
daily bread. It is a part of the Lord’s prayer taught by Jesus to His disciples. Agur
had fears of disowning God and saying ‘who is God?’ For this reason he asked like
this. We should also keep this in mind to put our prayers wisely before God.

(3) We can learn four spiritual truths on seeing Agur’s words about the four little
creatures – the ants, conies / rabbits, locusts, and spiders.

(a) Ants In addition to Proverbs 6:6-8 (advice for a lazy man), 30:25 teaches us to
learn to save for the future by examining these feeble creatures.

(b) Conies or Rabbits Though they are weak and little folk, they find refuge in high
mountain rocks. Many eagles would be delighted to have a coney for their lunch
(Pss. 7:1; 104:18).

(c) Locusts have no king yet they maintain discipline in going in lines by moving as
swarms. They worked collectively in Exodus and in Joel to fulfil God’s word.
Working together is to be learned (Acts 4:32; 18:3).
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(d) Even though the spider is a little creature, it lives in kings’ palaces. Likewise the
people of God though they are little must live in the King’s house, that is the house
of God (John 14:2-6; Rev. 3:12). S. J. M. Edward

From Surulere: Outstanding Passage? In a fallen and deeply polarized world pitting
men and women in an interminable acrimonious war of the sexes, the virtuous
woman of Proverbs 31:10-31, stands as a beacon of hope of all that is godly and
noble. It is the fated lot of mankind, since the dawn of sin in Eden, to deal with a
blurring of the God-given and defined roles of man and woman. Notably, the
entrance of sin accompanied on its heels the perverse usurping of the headship of
Adam by Eve, arguably at the instigation of Satan. God set matters straight promptly
in stating: ‘Your desire will be for your husband; and he will rule over you’ (Gen.
3:16 NIV).

Adam’s primary responsibility was clearly outlined: ‘Cursed is the ground
because of you; through painful toil you will eat food from it all the days of your
life. By the sweat of your brow you will eat your food until you return to the ground,
since from it you were taken; for dust you are and to dust you will return’ (vv. 17,19).

It would appear the passage of time heralded two extremities: man devoting the
entirety of his time working to fend for himself and family and the woman desiring
her husband (if married) and also being ruled by the man. The infamous Lamech
seemed to have considered his two wives no more than an audience for airing his
twisted exploits (Gen. 4:19-24). In some societies, women were considered nothing
more than chattels and only to be seen and not heard.

We live in a world where the strident call of so-called feminists is for an equality
of the genders. Some women have clamoured not only for equal seats at the table
of social, political and economic settings but also in spiritual matters. The recent
trend, as women have claimed pastoral roles in denominations, is to lambast the
apostle Paul for his supposed misogynistic stance.

The virtuous woman stands as an epitome of grace and industry (Prov. 31:10-
18). It was not for her a competition with her husband but a more complementary
role. As she exerts herself in her diverse endeavours engendering prosperity, she is
mindful of the fact that her place is not at the city gate, where her husband is
respected both for his work and hers, where he takes his seat among the elders of
the land (31:23).

She excels not only in business, but also in her care for both her husband and
family (Prov. 31:15,27). Her husband clearly was no slacker or scrounger but was
utterly supportive of her. Indeed, the ideal summation of the characteristic of the
virtuous woman is this: ‘Charm is deceptive, and beauty is fleeting; but a woman
who fears the LORD is to be praised’ (v. 30). Fred Ntido
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From Victoria BC: For this paper entitled ‘A Woman of Worth’, we were asked to
highlight three or four things that we find wonderful, and after we did that, to
examine why Proverbs 31: 10-31 is so outstanding.

As you read through the chapter 30 one gets a very clear picture of just who is
in charge of this universe. Within the first few verses there are rhetorical questions
being asked. Verse 4 asks - ‘who has gone up to heaven or come down? Who has
gathered up the winds in the hollow of His hands? Who Has wrapped up the waters
in His cloak? What is His name, and the name of His Son? Tell me if you know’
(NIV).

One brother found the description of an eagle in the sky encouraging as well as
the descriptions of natural animals and insects and how their behaviour can be an
example to people in how they are to discipline themselves in living for Christ.

Another brother was encouraged by verse 5 of 31. It describes God’s word as
‘pure’ in the KJV, or ‘flawless’ in the NIV. God is concerned about character and
not how we look. Kings, for instance, were not to be addicted to drink (31:4). When
we appreciate God’s word and know His word is perfect, we will follow Him and
His ways: after all, He said ‘Follow Me’.

God and His word are absolutely reliable. Everything we need in life is in the
Bible. It tells us where we came from, what has been happening, what will be
happening, where we are going, and what we are to be doing until we get to heaven,
or until He comes for us.

A brother said he appreciated the prayers of verses 30:8-9, where the person is
asking God to provide his daily bread, and not too much and not too little. Literally,
a shield and covert for a person’s soul. The brother found practical help from the
descriptions of animals and nature and how these transferable traits can help us to
live. Diligence, reliability, foresight for need, are all good traits. He also found that
this chapter contains direction on how to live in families, such as respecting parents,
or to watch out for ‘leeches’—people who take and take but don’t give. The chapter
also warns of base behaviour, predators, immoral women, and betrayers. These
chapters are God’s way of ‘street proofing’ His followers in a sinful world.

We looked at the description of the woman in Proverbs 31. Verse 3 warns us
not to waste our strength on immoral women and instead find a woman like the
one described. Women today are encouraged to flaunt their sexuality and be
promiscuous, as are worldly men. A woman who doesn’t read her Bible or pray will
be careless and untrustworthy. Instead, they should be the trusted wife, that Ruth
in the Old Testament was. R. Lefevre, Phil Williamson



134

COMMENTS
1. (Buckhaven): The most common Hebrew word for heaven/s is shamayim, which
has a very wide meaning that can incorporate the vast physical and spiritual realms
above the earth, or simply the sky, as you suggest. It isn’t necessarily confined to
any particular limited space/area unless the context of the scriptural passage directs
us to a more specific location, e.g. God’s dwelling place (Ps. 11:4; 1 Kin. 8:30).

R.B.F.

2. (Glasgow): We can lie to ourselves, e.g., ‘Let no one deceive himself’ (1 Cor.
3:18 ESV), or we can be deceived by the lies told by others, e.g., ‘Let no one deceive
you with empty words’ (Eph. 5:6). This why the Psalmist prayed ‘Try me and know
my thoughts!’ (Ps. 139:23), or why (in the context of discerning truth from error),
John enjoins us to ‘test [try A.V.] the spirits to see whether they are from God’ (1
John 4:1). In each case, like the woodworker’s ‘try square’, the word of God
provides us with a ‘true’ line with which to measure and correct any deviations,
when laid alongside our own thoughts or those suggested by others. J.J.

3. Melbourne): The suggestion of Ishmaelite origin seems to derive from an
interpretation of the Hebrew word massa in Proverbs 30:1 as referring to the man
Massa of Genesis 25:14 and 1 Chronicles 1: 29-30, described as a descendant of
Ishmael, or a place called Massa. (see Mount Forest paper - first paragraph). All the
scripture translations we tend to use have massa in Proverbs 30:1 as ‘prophecy’ or
‘oracle’ or ‘utterance’ or suchlike. That is not to say of course that others are
automatically invalid; the CEV and the NAB call Lemuel, King of Massa in Proverbs
31:1 and the NAB does call Agur ‘the Massaite’ in Proverbs 30:1. P.D.

Feature
THE HOUSE OF GOD IN THE BOOK OF DANIEL
Introduction

The early narrative of the book of Daniel takes us back to 605 BC, eight years before
Ezekiel’s arrival in Babylon when Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, in the eighth
year of his reign, proved victorious in his subjugation of Judah, as determined by
the Lord’s hand. He forcibly removed 18, 000 from their homeland into captivity in
Babylon, amongst whom was Daniel and three of his companions. At the same time
Nebuchadnezzar took some of the utensils in the house of God in Jerusalem and
relocated them in the temple of the false god he worshipped in the land of Shinar
(Dan. 1:2; 2 Kin. 24:12, 14,16). Daniel remained in Babylon until his death in 536
BC, which coincided with the return of exiles back to Jerusalem.
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Standing Fast and Firm in a Hostile Environment

Daniel and his three companions, who may well have been of royal blood, or at
least part of the nobility of Judah, had been well educated in their native soil, but
were now required to learn the language of the Chaldeans, the land of their exile.
They quickly made their mark in this foreign king’s palace by adhering to their Israeli
heritage in what they ate and drank, refusing to partake of the special menu of the
king of Babylon. Their testimony proved worthwhile in the stance they took refusing
the highly selective meat and drink of the monarch’s dining table, and requesting
the simple fare to which they were accustomed in their homeland. They did not
look undernourished by their refusal to partake of Babylonian dishes - indeed their
appearance was striking. This resulted in their being chosen by Nebuchadnezzar to
stand before him alongside the wise men of Babylon when the king sought counsel
in the solving of problems that confronted the kingdom. What they advised as time
went on, was ten times better than their contemporaries in Babylon (Dan. 1:3, 8,
20).

Standing firm in their convictions paid dividends for Daniel and his companions.
When Nebuchadnezzar ‘lost the plot’ as it were, having been unable to find anyone
amongst his diviners, soothsayers and court counsellors capable of interpreting the
extremely disturbing dreams, he ordered that all Babylon’s wise men be put to
death. On hearing this, Daniel called together his three friends to seek the Lord’s
help by supplicating His mercies and possibly receiving from Him the interpretation
of the king’s dreams. God answered their prayers. God’s prophet Daniel spoke to
the pagan king about the God in heaven who knew and could reveal at His own
discretion, the ‘unknowns’ of life to men, and the secrets of the future.
Nebuchadnezzar was crestfallen at what Daniel unfolded of God’s plans for himself
as king and His dealings with certain nations in days to come. As a result, he
commanded that Daniel be revered and honoured, appointing him to the highest
position of authority over all the king’s counsellors. Moreover, at Daniel’s bidding,
his three companions were given promotion to govern the province of Babylon.
(Dan. 2:12-13, 18,23, 28-30, 37-49).

Challenges and Conquest

Can we imagine how shocked and sensitive Daniel and the other Judaean youths
must have felt when commanded to appear before the king of Babylon while he
was in the idol temple in Babylon, or perhaps be expected to share with him a meal
in his palace dining room? It must have rankled their hearts as they saw some of the
furniture, cutlery and drinking vessels that once adorned the house of the Lord in
Jerusalem, being used so profanely (2 Kin. 24:13; 2 Chr.36:7; Dan. 1:2).

Such sensitivity was again brought to the fore when Belshazzar,
Nebuchadnezzar’s son and heir, in the course of his reign, held an alcohol-filled
banquet for a thousand of his noblemen, his wives and his concubines. He
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demanded the golden and silver vessels taken at random by his father from the
temple of the Lord in Jerusalem be used for their consumption, revelry, and
oblations to their man-made material gods. That was his downfall. God’s spokesman
of the hour, Daniel - the one man in the kingdom who could enlighten the king to
the meaning of a hand suddenly and mysteriously appearing and writing a strange
message upon the wall of the banquet-room - boldly stated the king had exalted
himself against the Lord of heaven who is the Most High God. That night Belshazzar
was slain (5:1-4; 21,23, 30).

Where do we stand today, in our attitude to the godless world that surrounds
us, and would pull us into its deceptive embrace? In John 17 the Lord Jesus twice
affirmed He did not belong to this world and that His own were in the same
category. His prayer was that by keeping close to Him and His word they would
manifest a oneness that would convince a world peopled by wayward souls, that
He was sent by God to be their Saviour (John 17:9,11, 14,16,21-23).

Demas was for a considerable time a loyal and loving servant of the Lord, well-
known to Paul as a fellow-worker, and affectionately, no doubt, to Philemon and
the saints in Colossae. What caused his defection from ‘the way of the Lord’? It was
the world and its seductive power, with our enemy, Satan, doing all within his ability
to crush and choke the effect of the word of God in the life of one of God’s own.
Thankfully, the One who indwells us, the Holy Spirit of God, drives us on, if we
choose to live by the Spirit and mortify the deeds of the body (Rom. 8:13) – as
Daniel and his three companions did in their day – we will find that this gracious
One who dwells within us, is ‘greater than he that is in the world’, i.e. the Devil
(James 4:4; 1 John 2:15-17; Col. 4:14; Philem. 24; 2 Tim. 4:10; Acts 18:25; 1 John
4:4).

R.B. Fullarton, Bathgate


