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Introducing . . .       August 

BEING CAREFUL WHAT WE ASK GOD FOR, WHEN NOT 
PREPARED TO CARRY OUT HIS ANSWER 

Just when matters seemed to be getting 
better in Judah with the upstart and 
eventual murderer, Ishmael, being at 
last brought to boot and his Judean 
captives freed from his grip, the leaders 
and people now pleaded for Jeremiah 
to intercede on their behalf—‘pray for 
us to the LORD your God, for all this 
remnant (since we are left but a few of 
many, as you can see)—(Jer. 42:2 
NKJV). Drastically, it turned out to be a 
false dawn; things got worse! Further 
requests to the prophet were spot on: 
‘show us the way in which we should 
walk and the thing we should do’; but 
time proved these aspirations were 
worthless (v. 3). 

 Jeremiah though did not fail to act 
accordingly and within ten days he had 
the answer from the Lord for the 
people: ‘If you will still remain in this 
land I will build you and not pull you 
down, and I will plant you and not 
pluck you up’; ‘Do not be afraid of the 
king of Babylon of whom you are 

afraid’; ‘I am with you to save you and 
deliver you’ (vv. 10-11). These were 
great promises that fell on deaf ears 
despite their earnest entreaty for 
supplicatory prayer. They were to learn 
quickly they could not play fast and 
loose with their divine Provider and 
Protector. 

 Pride reared its ugly head once again, 
and from the most unexpected quarters
—Johanan and company. Deliberately 
defiant of God’s word through the 
prophet they sought refuge in Egypt, 
rife with idolatry, where they had been 
forbidden by God to go. They were 
soon ensnared in that nat ion’s 
iniquitous godless customs and were 
destined, as a result, to be consumed 
by sword and famine (43:2, 7,13; 
44:3). Absorbing ourselves in the 
world’s way of thinking and practices 
can only bring spiritual poverty and 
destitution (cp. 1 Cor. 10:7-11; James 
4:4). 

R.B.F.  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From Study Groups 

‘I WILL KEEP NOTHING BACK FROM YOU’ (Jer. 42-44) 

From Aberdeen:  The remnant of Judah and their leaders had made up their minds 
to go to Egypt. They were so far from the Lord in their hearts that they brushed off 
God’s guidance and protection offered to them through Jeremiah. In pride those 
‘arrogant men’ paid no heed to the answered prayer of Jeremiah (43:2 NASB). 
Perhaps there is a lesson here for us when we seek God’s guidance: our own ideas 
about how God will answer us may not always be confirmed, and we may need to 
be like Jacob when he wrestled with God. Jacob’s wrestling resulted in his clinging 
to God and depending on God for a blessing (Gen. 32:26). This contrasts with the 
proud dismissal of the Lord’s guidance and blessing by those men who were 
unwilling to alter their misguided desire to flee into Egypt.  

 The people were so set on idolatry that their ability to interpret God’s dealings 
with them was impaired to such an extent that they convinced themselves that their 
situation would improve by once again ‘burning sacrifices to the queen of 
heaven’ (Jer. 44:18). Nevertheless, such brazen opposition to God’s will and word 
would reap severe judgement when, in due course, the rebellious remnant would 
be devoured by sword, famine and pestilence, and God would have the last word
—‘Then all the remnant of Judah who have gone to the land of Egypt to reside 
there will know whose word will stand, Mine or theirs’ (44:28). 
                            James Johnson 

From Aberkenfig:  God delivered through Moses the solemn command to Israel’s 
kings and leader: ‘he must not acquire many horses for himself or cause the people 
to return to Egypt in order to acquire many horses, since the LORD has said to you, 
“You shall never return that way again”’ (Deut. 17:16 ESV). So in Jeremiah’s day the 
men who were determined to go down to Egypt were already going against the will 
of God. Their request for Jeremiah to pray for them and seek God’s will was a 
sham, indeed verses 19-20 say: ‘I warn you today that you made a fatal mistake 
when you sent me to the LORD your God’ (NIV). Their appreciation of the 
sovereignty of God was almost non-existent; indeed their self-will blotted out the 
good advice that Jeremiah brought to them from God. Jeremiah’s own faith and 
reliance upon God and His promises enabled him to do all he could to persuade 
them to stay in the land of Judah and rely on God for their safety and well-being: all 
to no avail, as wicked, insolent men rejected that advice and took the people away 
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to Egypt. The Lord Jesus’ words in Matthew 23:13-14—‘But woe to you, scribes 
and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you shut the kingdom of heaven in people’s faces. 
For you neither enter yourselves nor allow those who would enter to go in’—seem 
to apply to these men so well, and their application to all who would reject God’s 
commands in respect to kingdom truth is a very real and potent warning today. 

 Temptation follows many paths, and we all succumb at various points. The 
principle of listening to God’s word does not change: its warnings and promises do 
not waver or alter in the face of circumstances. Those who disobey can expect 
judgement and loss, while those who obey, even though it may be with fear of the 
consequences, will know God’s blessings and His protection as He honours our 
faith. 

 As the remnant entered Egypt they were bringing with them the judgement of 
God, not only upon themselves but also on Egypt, for Nebuchadnezzar would 
follow them to that land and destroy all who were there. It is a sad fact that when 
we disobey and stray from God’s commands that those around us can be hindered 
in their appreciation of the Saviour of men. Our witness and testimony will 
undoubtedly be blunted if we stray from our God, which will be disastrous for any 
who may be seeking salvation, but who can be turned away by our own 
faithlessness. 

 Prayer is a potent weapon for the believer, but it brings with it a serious warning 
that failure to act upon God’s answer can lead to spiritual loss and poverty. James 
1:5-8 sounds out that warning and emphasises the need for believing prayer to be 
the hallmark of the Christian, that God’s name might be glorified in our lives. 
 Edwin Stanley 

From Belfast:  Idolatry ensnared God’s people   God abandoned them. Is it 
possible today? When God hardens the heart who acts first—do we, or does God? 
When you read the story of Moses and Pharaoh you could think it harsh for God to 
raise up one solely to promote and display His own glory. It doesn’t sound right that 
God would arrange for a person to sin just to make Himself great. For God can 
display His glory through all means at His disposal—through obedience as well as 
disobedience. So when the Bible says that God hardened Pharaoh’s heart, we 
believe that God simply facilitated a process that Pharaoh himself initiated. The 
Bible repeatedly states that Pharaoh hardened his own heart (Ex. 8:15,32; 9:34). 
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 In the passage before us we read of how His people ‘provoked me to anger ... by 
worshipping other gods. Do not do this detestable thing that I hate; but they did 
not listen ... they did not turn ... therefore I poured out my fierce anger’ (Jer. 44:3-5 
NIV). The charge of their guilt is laid bare before them, and only then is the 
punishment brought to fruition which they have brought upon themselves (44:7). 

 God desires our fellowship (1 John 1:3), which is why in the garden of Eden He 
asks Adam, ‘Where are you?’ God knew that the special relationship He had with 
Adam had changed, and He asked this question, not because He didn’t know the 
answer, but to highlight to Adam the consequence of his sin. From the very 
beginning God had a relationship with Adam and Eve that found them ‘walking in 
the garden in the cool of the day’ (Gen. 3:8). That involved companionship, 
dialogue, intimacy, divinely prompted decision-making, mutual delight, and shared 
dominion. God longs to walk with us, which is why His arms of grace have been 
drawing us into a closer walk with Him. 

 Before sin entered the world in the garden of Eden, Adam and Eve were more 
than just caretakers of God’s creation: they were part of that creation and enjoyed 
sweet communion with God. God didn’t change in His desires: man did. Yet today, 
He still wants our fellowship (Rev. 3:20). Furthermore, we were created for His 
glory: ‘Bring all who claim me as their God, for I have made them for my glory. It 
was I who created them’ (Is. 43:7 NLT). He doesn’t just desire to delight in us: He 
will take great delight in us and quieten us in His love (Zeph. 3:17). 

 For we are all a work in progress (1 Pet. 1:7). Years of drawing closer to God and 
leaning on His promises teach us the sheer gentleness and grace of God toward His 
children. Every time we decide to trust Him more, especially when we don’t 
understand His ways, our faith grows stronger; our faith being precious and of more 
value than gold!  
 Sean Johnston 

From Buckhaven: Pride and rebellion Here is a record of the obstinate words and 
rebellious actions of Judah’s ‘remainers’, in direct contradiction of the word of the 
Lord and the warnings, which could not have been clearer, given through Jeremiah. 
The words of the Lord Jesus come to mind: ‘by your words you will be justified, 
and by your words you will be condemned’ (Mat. 12:37, ESV). They had asked 
Jeremiah to seek the word of the Lord and had pledged to obey whatever guidance 
God gave: in reality they had already made up their mind. They had no intention of 
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staying in the land. Jeremiah saw through their pious, hypocritical words and 
solemnly warned what would happen if they went down to Egypt. 

 ‘Pride goeth before destruction, and a haughty spirit before a fall’ (Prov. 16:18 
RV). So it was for Azariah, Johanan and their followers. They had burned incense to 
other gods in Jerusalem in flagrant disobedience to the divine injunction. This had 
brought divine judgement in the form of Nebuchadnezzar’s invading army. The 
same was to overtake them in Egypt because they had not learned their lesson. 
Incredible as it may seem, they would not admit that in every way—personally, 
nationally, spiritually and materially—their welfare depended on their faithfulness 
to the true God. Instead of humbling themselves before God, asking forgiveness for 
their sins, they linked their prosperity and the lack of it, to the worship of the queen 
of heaven! How far gone they were in their thinking! This illustrates one of the 
principles upon which God operates, set out in 1 Thessalonians 2:10-11: ‘... they 
received not the love of the truth, that they might be saved. And for this cause God 
sendeth them a working of error, that they should believe a lie.’  

 God in His mercy waited in vain for a change of heart in those who went down 
to Egypt. Here is another lesson: that judgement does not fall immediately does not 
mean it will never come. God is longsuffering ‘not wishing that any should 
perish’ (2 Pet. 3:9). When the word of the Lord through faithful Jeremiah came to 
them in Egypt: ‘Wherefore commit ye this great evil against your own 
souls ...?’ (44:7), they continued to pursue their error, as this openly rebellious 
retort from the Jewish women shows: ‘did we make cakes to worship the queen of 
heaven … without our husbands?’ The conspiracy was strong! Their husbands were 
just as guilty, having done nothing to stop them. This unrepentant attitude brought 
further judgement: ‘until there be an end of them’ (Jer. 44:27). 

Note: One of the names of the queen of heaven is Ishtar, a Babylonish deity, from 
which we get the anglicised version of the pagan festival Easter [Comment 1].  
 Jo Johnson 

From Cromer:  Response to God’s will  The remnant of Judah believed 
Nebuchadnezzar would carry out retribution against them because one of their 
own people, Ishmael and his followers, had slaughtered Gedaliah the governor and 
his men (41:17-18). They decided the safest plan was to escape to Egypt. It seems 
strange that they asked Jeremiah to seek God’s counsel, although they had 
obviously already made up their minds what they would do [Comment 2].  
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 Sometimes human logic may tell us to take a certain course in our lives, but we 
should resist the temptation to think we know best, and we should always ask God 
first. Scripture tells us, ‘Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your 
own understanding; in all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make your 
paths straight’ (Prov. 3:5-6 NIV). 

 The remnant of Judah went to Egypt even though Jeremiah faithfully told them it 
would end in disaster if they did (42:22). Their presence there brought calamity 
upon themselves and the whole nation of Egypt because the Lord caused 
Nebuchadnezzar to defeat the Egyptians as he had defeated Zedekiah of Judah 
(44:30). 

God is in control of the nations  God’s thoughts and ways are indeed far above ours 
(Is. 55:8). As He continues to deal with the nations, in our own times according to 
His matchless wisdom, we should realise, as Nebuchadnezzar was also caused to 
realise, that the Most High is sovereign over the kingdoms of men and gives them to 
anyone He wishes (Dan. 4:32-36). We should also be subject to the powers that be 
(Rom. 13:1-2). 
  John Parker 

From Greenock:  God saved His people from Egypt once. He wouldn’t save them a 
second time. There is no Biblical record of Jews returning from exile in Egypt or 
from Assyria that is known unless individuals or groups, repented of their rebellion 
against God and returned to Israel from those lands. The Jewish people owed God 
everything. Their forefathers had been slaves in Egypt. They owed their freedom as 
well as their lives to God’s deliverance, as also their inheritance in God’s land. They 
were a kingdom of priests and a holy nation, yet in spite of being God's covenant 
people they were about to throw those unique blessings back into God's face 
through neglect. Their problem, apart from their indifference and hardness of heart, 
was that God had given them the law—a perfect standard to live by, which they 
could never keep. They weren't comfortable with keeping the holy commands of a 
holy God. Serving and worshipping helpless, lifeless idols made no demands on 
them. Their forefathers had worshipped idols in the wilderness. They worshipped 
God at the Tent of Meeting and worshipped idols in their own tents—Moloch and 
Rephan (Acts 7:43). Throughout the millennium from the exodus they worshipped 
a multiplicity of idols until they finally got the message—too late, as they were 
about to go into exile to Babylon—that serving and worshipping idols was a waste 
of time, and that there were no gods but Jehovah. Because of their idolatry and 
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disobedience they were exiled to Assyria, Babylon, Egypt and Medo-Persia until the 
land had enjoyed its Sabbath rests. 

 Exile in Assyria and Babylon was catastrophic though inevitable, but exile in the 
iron furnace, the house of bondage in Egypt, was a return to slavery. 

 Why did Jeremiah go down into Egypt? Did God want him to go so that he could 
continue to proclaim His word to them to comfort them? Was he forced to go to 
Egypt by the leaders? What is not in doubt was Jeremiah’s desolation of spirit in 
having to leave the land of Israel and the city of Jerusalem that he loved, to go into 
exile in Egypt [Comment 3]. 

 God had told Jeremiah to buy a field, which was a promise and a prophecy that 
the Jewish people would return and be restored to their land (see chap. 32).    
 John Peddie 

From Halifax:  Know certainly  Following Ishmael’s murder of Gedaliah, Johanan 
the son of Kareah brought the remnant of Judah to live at Chimham near 
Bethlehem (Jer. 41:17). Not knowing what to do next, Johanan and Jezaniah [also 
named Azariah—cp. 42:1, 43:2—Eds.] with all the people asked Jeremiah to make 
enquiry of his God [see Comment 2 para. 2]. They looked for direction as to where 
should they go and what should they do? Acceding to their request, Jeremiah said: 
‘I will pray unto the LORD your God according to your words ... whatsoever thing 
the LORD shall answer you,  will declare it unto you; I will keep nothing back from 
you’ (42:4 KJV). Although they promised to obey the word of the Lord their God (v.
6), they had no intention of following it (v. 21). ‘All the time’, writes C. L. Feinberg, 
‘they had intended doing their own will in hope that God’s will would coincide 
with theirs’ (The Expositors Bible Commentary, Vol. 6, 1986, p. 636). They 
estimated that refuge in Egypt would bring both peace and bread to eat, but 
Jeremiah held back nothing of God’s word. ‘Now therefore know certainly (Heb. 
‘in knowing know’) that ye shall die by the sword, by the famine, and by the 
pestilence, in the place whither ye desire to go and to sojourn’ (v.22). The trumpet 
(v.14) would be heard, for God’s servant Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, would 
smite the land of Egypt (43:10) which was to be given him for his labour’ (Ezek. 
29:20).  

 The remnant of Judah in the land of Egypt would be an execration ('an oath’, 
RAV*), an astonishment, a curse and a reproach (Jer. 44:12). The Lord would watch 
over them for evil (v.27) and would punish them (v.13). None that sought refuge in 
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Egypt would return to the land of Judah, except for those who would ‘escape’ (v. 
14). In God’s mercy, a small number would ‘escape the sword’ (v. 28)—these were 
literally ‘fugitives from the sword’ Albert Barnes’ Notes on the Bible).  

* RAV: The Holy Bible Revised Authorised Version, Samuel Bagster & Sons Ltd., 
1982.    
 Robert J. Butler 

From Ibadan (Alawaye): Despite the fact that the Israelites enquired from the Lord 
with a deceitful mind, Jeremiah did not hesitate to tell them the truth. The Israelites 
wanted God to say to them what they had in mind but God is no respecter of 
persons. They were highly disappointed with the information that was given (Jer. 
42:19-21). Likewise, as Christians we should deliver God’s message with dignity 
and truth. This should show in our character and acts. We should be very careful 
when handling erring members in the church; that does not mean we should not 
be truthful. 

 The lessons to be drawn from Judah’s experience are: 
(i)  We should always live to obey God’s command. Wherever God leads we 
should go, either desert or promised land of gold. We should depend on God’s 
words. 
(ii) Also, as children of God we should aspire to make sacrifice to do God’s will to 
the end. This also means attending the church services regularly (Remembrance, 
prayer meetings, etc.). 
(iii) Obedience and disobedience to God’s words are in conflict, and the Holy 
Spirit and flesh are always at war in our hearts; but the one we obey determines 
whom we are serving. 
 Samson Ogunleye 

From Mount Forest:  Seeking God’s guidance  Scripture proves its own validity 
sometimes in embarrassing statements of fact it straight forwardly records, unlike 
mythical stories that show they are fiction. In Jeremiah 42 there appears at first to 
be a laudable request for guidance from the leaders of the Judean remnant left in 
the land. If it were a myth their apparently honourable appeals would have resulted 
in a favourable response from deity; but instead the true nature of their pleadings is 
revealed and the all-seeing Lord provides an answer that assures blessing for 
obedience and a severe warning if His word is unheeded. We are left in no doubt 
that He knew the people would disobey. The result is a passage that starts out very 
hopefully (42:5-6), and almost provides an example of an attitude that should be 
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expected of disciples of Christ today (Rom. 14:8; 1 Thes. 5:1-10). Jeremiah 43, 
however, brings their true colours to light (cp. Ps. 66:18). They regarded as a lie any 
answer from the Lord that conflicted with their prejudices.  We may therefore 
remind ourselves of James' warning to those in his day, and ours (James 4:2-3). 

The ten days (42:7)  We note that the Lord does not provide an instant response, 
though He clearly could have (Jer. 42:20-22).  So why not?  Is there any significance 
in His selecting a ten-day period of waiting (v.7)?  Superstitious numerology may 
interpret numbers without biblical endorsement. God, however, does use numbers 
selectively and there is merit in comparing scripture with scripture to see what a 
ten-day period could suggest. For instance we may see in it a period of testing, as 
recounted in the experience of Daniel and his fellows (Dan. 1:12-15). Also, Genesis 
24:55 implies Laban wanted to avoid a hurried decision by Rebekah to become 
Isaac’s bride and for her resolve to be tested, though he may well not have 
intended a precise calendar as he later proved with Jacob to be an unreliable man 
(Gen. 31:41-42). Turning to the New Testament we find in Revelation 2:10 the 
Lord’s assurance to His own in Smyrna that He would be with them in their ten 
days of testing, whether that be a literal or representative period of time. Reverting 
to a sad example of the Lord using a ten-day period we see this in the case of 
Nabal (1 Sam. 25:38). If only we had read, that on hearing Abigail’s account, Nabal 
repented; but we don’t! Yet in the Lord's mercy and wisdom he did live for ten days 
during which a change of heart might have been possible. We are not told how the 
Judeans used the ten days the Lord gave them before responding. It seems they 
simply became more defiant in their expectations; no repentance during the period 
for testing and resolve [Comment 4]. 

 It was a testing for Jeremiah too as he was taken against his protestations to Egypt, 
innocently suffering with the disobedient, while in God’s larger purposes he must 
leave it to God to reward his own faithfulness beyond the grave. 
 Geoff Hydon 

From Okorikpehre:  Seeking refuge in Egypt and lessons for our time   Jeremiah, in 
all sincerity of purpose, without having any premonition of the outcome, sought the 
Lord concerning the request by the people. He told them all that God had said, 
doused their fears about attack by the Babylonians, told them the blessings of 
obeying God by staying in the land, and the consequence of disobeying. Although 
Jeremiah did nothing to resist the commanders from taking them to Egypt, he 
nevertheless spoke the word of God even when his message was unpleasant.  
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 When confronted with temptation it is best first to seek the Lord’s face for 
direction and be prepared to accept His answer. It is foolishness to seek God’s will 
in prayer, and then go against it. We noted from Paul’s own temptations that there 
is always an escape route (1 Cor. 10:13). 
  
Lessons from Judah’s disobedience  The account highlights the fact that man’s 
promises to do the will of God cannot be guaranteed, even with the best of 
intentions and purpose to keep them. This is because of our human frailty. We 
related the experience of the people of Judah to that of Peter, who declared his 
readiness to be imprisoned or pay the ultimate price to stand by the Lord (Luke 
22:33). He not only failed to keep to his promise but also denied the Lord 
(22:54-60). We will always fail without divine help (John 15:5). We can ‘do all 
things through Christ’ who gives the strength (Phil. 4:13). Living in obedience to 
God’s will is an attestation of God’s work through us (Phil. 2:13). 
  
 Judah disobeyed God for fear of war, hunger and disease (Jer. 42:16-17). The 
very things they feared came upon them in Egypt! The safest place in the world is 
said to be in the will of God. There is no safe ground when we turn our backs on 
God. The calamities that befell Egypt showed God as one who keeps to His word. 
He told them the consequence of going to Egypt against His will (Jer. 42:18) and 
saw to it that every word spoken was accomplished (44:28-30). ‘I am watching to 
see that my word is fulfilled’ (1:12 NIV) was His assurance to Jeremiah. 
 Richard Owotorufa, Lawrence Onyokoko 

From Podagatlapalli:  Keeping nothing back  Threatened with reprisals from the 
king of Babylon, Johanan and his companions turned to Jeremiah for guidance. Let 
us consider the Lord Jesus, whose image we have already seen so often reflected in 
this prophet. He is always with us: may we never fail to bring our problems and 
fears to Him. 
  
 Ten days pass by. The prophet is not quick to reply as he is waiting to have God’s 
mind revealed to him. Why does the Lord often take so long to answer our prayers? 
He wants to test our trust in Him. Faith is always patient. Time alone will tell 
whether our prayer was a prayer of faith or whether, being tired of waiting, we 
have ended up looking for a solution to our problem ourselves.  

 In turning to Jeremiah, the people had solemnly undertaken to listen to the voice 
of the Lord ‘Whether it be good, or whether it be evil’ (42:6 RV). The reply could 
not have been clearer: they were not to leave. But that order did not fit in with the 
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secret intentions of Johanan and his companions. Their hearts had been led astray 
(42:20), and their determination to go into Egypt  shows us that they had already 
planned this upon arrival at Chimham, even before consulting Jeremiah. Is it not 
mocking God to ask Him what His will is, knowing full well beforehand what you 
intend to do? Sadly such dishonesty happens more often than we think and we all 
need to be wary of our deceitful hearts (17:9).  

 Yet again Jeremiah suffers unfairly: he is accused by these proud men of lying and 
seeking to have the people enslaved and killed. He, on the contrary, shows the 
extent of his love by again accompanying the people on their disastrous journey. 
They planned to go into hiding, but that is precisely where Nebuchadnezzar would 
catch up with them (42.11). Steps taken through lack of faith often bring us face to 
face with the problem we wanted to avoid. The Lord had already asked at the 
beginning, ‘And now what hast thou to do in the way to Egypt, to drink the waters 
of Shihor? Or ... Assyria, to drink the waters of the River?’ (2:18 RV). He knew very 
well why he did not want this journey into Egypt (cp. Deut. 17:16). Judah’s terrible 
idolatry, particularly since the time of Manasseh, had been the reason for the 
judgments which had befallen her. Egypt herself was also devoted to idols and the 
people were running the risk of being corrupted even more there. This certainly 
proved to be the case. We can be sure that in closing a door to us, God wants to 
protect us from the dangers which He knows about, even if at the time we do not 
understand His reasons. 

 ‘Wherefore commit ye this great evil against your souls?’ the Lord asks the people 
here. May we not forget that it is our souls which we damage when we do not carry 
out the Lord’s will (Prov. 8:36; Hab. 2:10). In spite of all the painful lessons they 
received, this stiff-necked people, the Jews, still had not humbled themselves; their 
pride was not broken (Jer. 43:2). It was open rebellion against the Lord. How far 
downhill the people had gone, morally speaking, since Joshua 24, when Israel, 
having gone up out of Egypt into Canaan, was following their leader’s example and 
made the promise: ‘God forbid that we should forsake the LORD, to serve other 
gods … we will also serve the LORD; for he is our God’ (Josh. 24:16,18)! Moreover, 
with a faith entirely corrupt, these Jews blamed their current misery on the fact that 
they had stopped revering ‘the queen of heaven’ (cp. 7:18). How many people 
reason in the same way: God has not given me what I wanted! Never mind that—I 
will go over to the world (of which Egypt is always a picture)—it will give me what I 
want. 

!126



Wretched human heart!  These verses teach us that our hearts can be blinded both 
by proud unbelief and by the most evil superstition (2 Cor. 4:4). Jeremiah now 
draws his conclusions. They are terrifying! With the exception of a very small 
number, this people will perish in Egypt from the disasters which await them (and 
against which ‘the queen of heaven’ will certainly not be able to protect them). 
That is final.  

 In this time of general ruin, however, it is comforting to note that ‘the Lord 
knoweth them that are his’ (2 Tim. 2:19). An entire short chapter is devoted to 
Baruch. The Lord has a personal word for him which both shows him where he is 
going wrong and consoles him. This man has been, along with Jeremiah, whom he 
had never left, the object of slander and public accusation (43:3). The following 
scriptures are helpful to God’s people today for a genuine Christian life: I 
Corinthians 10:1-14, 19:22; 1 John 5:21. 
 B.V. Prasada Rao 

From  Ravulapalem:  Because God’s people refused His commandment of keeping 
away from idolatry He abandoned them. God reminded the Jews living in Pathros 
of Egypt about the punishment given them earlier, for they followed idols and did 
not heed Him. The love for idols can be seen in early days when Rachel, the 
daughter of Laban, stole the statues of her father's heathen goddess and lied to him, 
keeping them in the camel's box by sitting on it (Gen. 31:34). 

 Later, when Moses went up to the mountain to receive the law of God, the 
people made an image of a calf and offered sacrifices to it. God had commanded 
not to make idols or images and bow down to them, but the people ignored His 
commandment (Ex. 32). In Deuteronomy 5:8 the second of the Ten Commands 
says that they should not worship idols. But the people disobeyed and faced the 
wrath of God. People told Jeremiah that they would certainly burn incense to the 
queen of heaven (Jer. 44:17). That’s why evil happened to them, along with the 
desolation of their land. 

 When we come to the New Testament, idols appeared in Athens and Ephesus 
(Acts 17:16; 19:26) and Paul told them that man-made images were not deities. 
Later, he stated that idols were not living physical realities, simply the machinations 
of the inner desires of sinful body and mind. As the Old Testament events are 
examples, Paul advised those in the church in Corinth not to be idol worshippers (1 
Cor. 10:6-7). They were clearly told to flee from idol worship (v.14). One thing we 
should note: some people were already disciples in the church, but their hearts 
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were full of worldly pleasures, pride and ego (Gal. 5:19-21). Idolatry is one of the 
acts of the flesh, of this we can be sure: No immoral, impure or greedy person—
such a person is an idolater—has any inheritance in the kingdom of God (Eph. 5:5). 

 Colossians 3:5 gives us the meaning of non-physical idols, ‘Put to death, 
therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature: sexual immorality, impurity, lust, 
evil desires and greed which is idolatry.’ Paul wrote to Timothy that love for money 
is  a root of all kinds of evil (1 Tim. 6:10). Nowadays, peoples’ idols can be worldly 
entertainment and even mobile phones, in addition to the non-physical idols of 
worldly pleasures. When we compare the punishments of Old and New 
Testaments, God is giving us grace through His Son Jesus Christ, instead of dire 
anger and danger as in Old Testament times (see John 1:16). Since the Lord Jesus is 
treating us as His friends, He is gracious and forgiving when we confess if we have 
strayed. God is faithful, and He will show a way of escape. He will not let us suffer 
beyond what we can bear (1 Cor. 10:13). 
 S.J.M. Edward 
     
From Surulere:   By God’s divine reckoning, ‘All unrighteousness is sin, and there is 
sin not leading to death’ (1 John 5:17 NKJV). The sin of idolatry, however, is of a 
distinctly egregious nature that repulses Almighty God intensely: ‘For rebellion is as 
the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry’ (I Sam. 15:23). 
Idolatry strikes at the very heart of God, disputing His sovereignty and sufficiency: 
‘Those who cling to worthless idols forfeit the grace that could be theirs’ (Jonah 2:8 
NIV). 

 The attitude and actions of the people in Jeremiah’s time had all the corrupting 
effects of idolatry: ‘Then all the men who knew that their wives were burning 
incense to other gods, along with all the women who were present—a large 
assembly—and all the people living in Lower and Upper Egypt, said to Jeremiah, 
We will not listen to the message you have spoken to us in the name of the LORD. 
We will certainly do everything we said we would’ (44:15-17). It was an outright 
rejection of God and a clinging to the illusion of safety of the idols. 

 The divine retribution for this was swift, echoing the words of the Psalmist: ‘Their 
sorrows shall be multiplied who hasten after another god’ (Ps. 16:4). And multiplied 
indeed it was, for God’s foreboding word through Jeremiah was unspeakably 
poignant: ‘Behold, I will watch over them for adversity and not for good. And all 
the men of Judah who are in the land of Egypt shall be consumed by the sword and 
by famine, until there is an end to them’ (44:27). 
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 As with individuals, so with a people; God’s divine principle is the same: ‘Now 
the Spirit of God came upon Azariah the son of Oded. And he went out to meet 
Asa, and he said to him: “Hear me, Asa, and all Judah and Benjamin. The LORD is 
with you while you are with Him. If you seek Him, He will be found by you; but if 
you forsake Him, He will forsake you”’ (2 Chr. 15:1-2). Jeremiah captures it clearly 
by the Spirit of God: ‘O LORD, the hope of Israel, all who forsake You shall be 
ashamed. Those who depart from Me shall be written in the earth, because they 
have forsaken the LORD, the fountain of living waters’ (Jer. 17:13). 

 As individuals, our eternal destinies are assured and secured: ‘For you died, and 
your life is hidden with Christ in God’ (though accordingly we should set our minds 
on the things which are above)—Col. 3:2-3). As the people of God we do well to 
take heed to ourselves (Acts 20:28) and to recall the words of Hebrews: ‘but Christ 
as a Son over His own house, whose house we are if we hold fast the confidence 
and the rejoicing of the hope firm to the end’ (Heb. 3:6). 
 Frederick F. Ntido 

COMMENTS 

1. (Buckhaven): Vine’s expository dictionary confirms the origin of the word Easter 
(using Astarte rather than Ishtar) and refers to the pagan festival of Easter. We agree 
of course that the central truths concerning Jesus alive after His passion are not 
pagan at all in substance, character and origin.  
 P.D. 

2. (Cromer and others): In the request for the word of the Lord there is an 
undercurrent that emerges as Jeremiah brings his message. The people and their 
leaders did not sincerely want God’s direction, but probably hoped their plan 
would be supported, as some contributors say. Too often we seek advice, really 
hoping for confirmation of our own view. 

 This explains the next strange thing in the dialogue: why Jeremiah, after the 
Lord’s clear guidance and warning, should add that they would disobey Him—not 
the way to influence people, we might think! But there is no doubt that this was 
part of the Lord’s message, and it reveals that God saw their veiled hypocrisy and 
future obstinacy, and condemned it at once in righteous anger. This suggests their 
mention of ‘your God’ (42:2), i.e. not ours, was an unintended sign of loss of faith, 
rather than respect. The best we can say for this remnant is that they probably were 
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in extreme fear of Babylonian reaction to the murder of Gedaliah, but the 
shameless replies to the prophet uncover the deceit of their hearts. This is well 
diagnosed in Buckhaven’s para. 2 on how far they had departed from the Lord; cp. 
Mount Forest para.1. 
 M.A. 

3. (Greenock):  As you say, Egypt would be the last place the prophet would want 
to be in, but the Lord wanted him to give the assurance and certainty of the 
fulfilment of His word to the people by physically placing massive stones cemented 
into the brickwork at the entrance to Pharaoh’s palace, witnessed by the men of 
Judah, where Babylon’s king, Nebuchadnezzar, would exactly site his throne 
following his successful invasion of Egypt in 605 B.C. (see Jer. 43:8-10). 
 R.B.F. 

4. (Mount Forest): The ten days (42:7)  To this useful survey we add the surmise 
that it could have been a tense time for Jeremiah, since he would fear and deplore 
a general removal to Egypt, knowing that Nebuchadnezzar had directed the people 
to remain and that this was their proper place in God’s original allotment of the 
land (cp. Podagatlapalli para. 4 and Jer. 2:18). 
 M.A. 

FEATURE 

THE CHURCH WHICH IS CHRIST’S BODY (Part 1) 

Introduction 
 The wonderful truth of Christ and the 
Church which is His body, revealed in 
Scripture, tells us of something which 
the Lord Jesus Christ has brought into 
being by His triumphant cross-work on 
Calvary, and has occupied the thoughts 
of the three Persons of the godhead 
throughout all eternity. It is a truth of 
supreme importance as it is something 
so very precious to Him, His Father and 

the divine Spirit, and therefore of 
special interest to us, who are believers 
in Him, and as such, have become a 
very part of Him. Those who belong to 
Him are living, active, and actual 
members of this vibrant and amazing 
organism in a way that defies mere 
human logic. We are a vital part of and 
in this invisible structure, which is only 
perceived and appreciated by the eyes 
of faith, being divinely created as a 
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result of His work on earth and solely 
intended to bring Him glory, honour, 
praise and pleasure. Its cessation will 
take place when the Lord Jesus comes 
to the air for all those who have 
believed in Him, both the physically 
dead, from their final resting-place of 
their earthly bodies, who will be 
resurrected, and those alive at His 
coming (see 1 Cor. 15:20-23, 42-49, 
51-57; 1 Thes. 4:14-17).      

Identity 
 It is described in such expressions as: 
‘the church which is His body’ (Eph. 
1:22-23);  
‘Christ is the head of the church, his 
body’ (Eph. 5:23); 
‘He is the head of the body, the church’ 
(Col. 1:18); 
‘for the sake of His body, that is, the 
church’ (Col. 1:24). 

 There are other scriptures containing 
the word ‘church’ which apply to the 
body of Christ, though the expression 
‘the body’ is not mentioned: some of 
these we shall examine further on.    

 Let it be said at this point, that the 
church identified above is clearly 
differentiated in the word of God from 
churches of God which have to do with 
an earthly location, comprising people 
who have been saved, baptised and 
added together, e.g. in Jerusalem in 
Israel (Acts 2:5, 38-47; 11:22); Rome 
in Italy (Rom. 16:5); Corinth & 
Thessalonica in Greece (1 Cor. 1:2; 1 

Thes. 1:1); and Ephesus in Turkey (Eph. 
1:1). The New Testament word 
‘church’ is the Greek noun ‘ekklesia’ 
meaning ‘a calling out.’ At present, 
there are over 120 churches of God in 
19 different countries covering 5 
continents.  

Ownership    
 The sacred writings of divinely 
inspired scripture leave us in no doubt 
as to the person who is the architect 
and builder of this spiritual edifice. It is 
something that has been specially 
brought into existence by the Lord 
Jesus, a very part of Him, and made for 
Him. It belongs exclusively to the Son 
of God, the Saviour of our souls. At the 
time of its first disclosure in the New 
Testament, Jesus had not long before 
displayed His divine power on a 
hillside near the Sea of Galilee, 
providing sufficient quantities of food 
for a multitude of people numbering 
around seven thousand, with only 
seven loaves and a few small fish. 
Unbelievably, seven basketfuls of 
crumbs were collected afterwards (Mat. 
15:29-38). 

 Now arriving in the area of Caesarea 
Philippi, He asked His disciples who 
they thought He really was. Simon 
Peter responded ‘You are the Christ, 
the Son of the living God’, to which the 
Lord replied that this answer was 
nothing less than a divine revelation 
given to him by the Father. 
Furthermore, He added ‘You are Peter 
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(whose name is Gk. petros a piece of 
rock), and on this rock (petra a mass of 
rock) I will build my church, and the 
gates of hell shall not prevail against 
it’ (Mat. 16:16,18). The Lord is 
informing Peter, and the other disciples 
within range of hearing, that He alone 
is the  
foundation as well as the builder of this 
impregnable and inviolable superb 
spiritual structure. As already shown, its 
truth is only known and appreciated by 
divine revelation from the Father upon 
the confession of faith in Christ (Mat. 
16:16-17). It belongs to Him 
exclusively as it has been purchased at 
the infinite cost of His own precious 
blood (1 Pet. 1:18-19), and He is in 
effect its director and controller by the 
very fact that it is subject to Him, and 
He has headship and leadership over it 
(Eph. 1:22).       

Structure 
 The human body is regarded  
essentially as one entity, though 
comprising many components; in other 
words, a multiplicity of bodily parts 
forming one corporeal whole. In the 
terminology of scripture, Christ’s body, 
in the context of verses relating to Him 
as the head and believers as members, 
is to be thought of as a spiritual 
structure of immense significance.  

Unity 
 Using the analogy of the 
human body, the apostle Paul, writing 
his first letter to the church of God in 

Corinth, states that the human body is 
‘one’, despite having a considerable 
number of members or parts, therefore 
is constituted ‘one body’. He then 
likens this to the expression he 
introduces, viz. ‘the Christ’ (see 1 Cor. 
12:12 et al.) The definite article before 
Christ here is not shown in various 
translations of the scriptures but is 
certainly present in the original 
language in which the New Testament 
was written. It is ascertaining the 
similarity of this spiritual structure to 
our human bodies. The members are 
many; the body is one. This has come 
about as a result of what took place at 
the moment of conversion. Each 
person receiving Christ as Saviour, no 
matter their nationality or status in life, 
is baptised immediately ‘in the 
Spirit’ (v. 13) who takes up residence in 
the believer’s body, into the church 
which is Christ’s body, and this 
transaction is done by no other than 
the Lord Jesus Himself (cf. Mat. 3:11; 
Mark 1:8; Luke 3:16; John 1:33). 
Paul’s teaching on this truth is 
expanded in Romans 12:4-8 where we 
have the multi-functioning of different 
spiritual gifts possessed by believers, 
according to what gift /s have been 
allocated to them by the risen Christ, 
with God’s grace supplied for their 
proper exercise, which will be 
beneficial to other fellow-members of 
the body, as well as people of this 
world (Eph. 4:4, 7-8, 11).             
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Interdependence 
 Returning to the passage of 1 
Corinthians 12 we are reminded that 
any one member of our human body 
cannot claim to be designated as the 
whole body (v.14). Each member has a 
role to play that is different from any 
other member, but in God’s design and 
construction of our human frame He 
has set the members in their rightful 
place and proper setting for the benefit 
of all members (v. 18). One member is 
not more important than another, 
irrespective of the more prominent 
place it may occupy, the reason being 
that harmony and co-operation should 
exist, even to the extent if one member 
suffers other members can  

feel and share that pain; if one is 
credited for or with something more 
than another, each member benefits 
from that experience (vv. 25-26). 
       
            R.B. Fullarton 
(To be continued)
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