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I lift up my eyes to the hills.
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Introducing . . .               August 
UNDER A CLOUD 
When a person is said to be ‘under a 
cloud’, at the very least it means 
they’ve committed a serious breach of 
social or religious etiquette. At worst, 
their behaviour may deserve legal or 
divine judgement, or both. 

In Lamentations 2:1, ‘the daughter 
of Zion’ (i.e., the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem) are said to be covered 
‘with a cloud in [the Lord’s] anger!’ 
The dark cloud of divine judgement 
lingered over them. What could 
possibly have induced the Lord to 
‘become an enemy’ to Israel (v. 5), to 
‘abhor’ ‘his sanctuary’ (v. 7) and to 
remove ‘her king and her princes’ to 
‘the nations where the law is not’? 

Verse 14 gives the answer: ‘Your 
prophets have seen for you false and 
deceptive visions; they have not 
exposed your iniquity to restore your 
fortunes, but have seen for you oracles 
that are false and misleading’ (ESV). 

They had failed to show 
leadership. They had not rebuked sin 
among God's people nor encouraged 
a spirit of godly sorrow and 
repentance. They had deceived the 
people with false visions. Only 
Jeremiah had pleaded for a return to 
the keeping of God’s good laws and a 
national commitment to consecrated 
and righteous living. If they had 
listened, God’s anger would have 
been turned away. 

But now, judgement had fallen. 
Jerusalem’s children were carried 
away captive. The temple was 
destroyed, the glory of the Lord 
departed. His earthly sanctuary, where 
once a multitude kept holy day, was 
abandoned because all tiers of society 
were infected with rampant 
covetousness and abominable 
idolatrous practices (Jer. 6:13,15). 
They had gone after material 
prosperity, carnal pleasure and other 
gods. They had not given God the first 
place in their hearts and in their 
national life. There was no moral or 
spiritual soundness in them (cp. Is. 
1:6). 

Consequently, Jeremiah exhorted 
the people and their leaders, to plead 
with God for the survival of the next 
generation, whose spiritual heritage 
they had squandered: ‘lift up thy 
hands toward him for the life of thy 
young children...’ (v. 19 RV).  

The only way the cloud of divine 
judgement could be lifted, was by 
repudiating the message of the false 
prophets and by heartfelt repentance, 
bearing fruit in a return to the things 
that God values, spelt out so clearly by 
the Lord Jesus, namely, ‘the weightier 
matters of the law, judgment, and 
mercy, and faith’ (Mat. 23:23).         J.J.

 



 
98 

 
From Study Groups . . . 
GOD’S ANGER WITH JERUSALEM (Lamentations 2) 
From Aberdeen: There could be no escaping the wrathful response of Jehovah 
towards His rebellious people Israel. In this chapter, expressions like ‘the day of his 
anger... hath not pitied...wrath...fierce anger...poured out his fury...hath violently 
taken away his tabernacle...the indignation of his anger...the day of the LORD’s 
anger’, all emphatically declare to Israel how intensely displeased God was with 
them. Looking back from within the present day of grace we may be startled at the 
thought of God our Saviour dealing with Israel in fierce anger. Indeed, as we look 
forward, we may be equally startled at the thought of the wrath of God and of the 
Lamb being directed upon unbelievers who will ultimately experience eternal 
punishment (Rev. 6:16). Clearly there is the goodness of God but also the severity 
of God. 

What differentiates the wrath of God from the wrath of man? The answer given 
in the epistle by James would imply that men have a tendency to be wild and 
unbridled when anger wells up, ‘For the wrath of man worketh not the 
righteousness of God’ (James 1:20). God’s anger is never out of control, but is 
meted out in accordance with His complete knowledge and righteousness. 
Indeed, this is consistent with ‘the fruit of the Spirit’ which includes ‘temperance’ 
(Gal. 5:23). Man, being of a sinful nature, is prone to lack of self-control 
(temperance) when expressing anger. This is why we are exhorted to be angry and 
sin not (Eph. 4:26). God’s anger is always righteous, measured and never 
intemperate. At Mount Ebal the LORD warned Israel about the severe 
consequences that He would bring upon them if they walked contrary to Him 
(Lev. 26:23-24; Deut. 27:26; Josh. 8:34). This warning via Moses was reiterated 
by Joshua and was essentially what Jeremiah made reference to in Lamentations 
2:17.                       James Johnson 

(References: Authorized Version, New Scofield Reference Edition). 
 
From Aberkenfig: The anger of God is seen in much more detail in this chapter; it 
appears to be more personal, yet with overtones of an eyewitness. It should be 
borne in mind that the fall and destruction of Jerusalem together with the captivity 
was foretold in much of the Old Testament writings such as, but not exclusively, 
Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel and some of the minor prophets. Lamentations should be 
read in conjunction with those scriptures to get the full meaning. 
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In particular, Ezekiel chapters 4-7 gives further details of the destruction of 
Jerusalem including the judgement of the high places and the weapons of 
destruction, together with the devastation of the land and the subsequent famine 
pictured in verses 11,12 and 19 of Lamentations 2. Whereas Ezekiel, chapters 8-
11, tells of the glory departing: the idolatry of the people was exposed and the 
leaders of the people (both religious and civil) were deceived and deceiving the 
people.  

God had conversations with Solomon (1 Kin. 8 and 9): where the solemn 
warning of punishment for the forsaking of God is given (1 Kin. 9:6-8). This 
warning can be traced back even further, to when God initially chose the children 
of Israel for His own. The culmination of ‘the forsaking of God’s way is seen in the 
punishment and captivity of Judah’s inhabitants by Nebuchadnezzar. 

The literal translation of the first part of chapter 2:1 can be phrased as ‘How 
sad is our case! Alas for us!’ They were a broken people; the city of Jerusalem 
(their pride and joy) was about to be destroyed. The intensity of divine wrath 
seems to increase as more details are revealed and the lamentation proceeds. 
‘Hallowed be Thy name’ was the first phrase in the model prayer that the Lord 
taught the disciples (Mat. 6:9), and this was clearly not being observed. God’s 
anger is first seen in covering them with a dark cloud (cp. 3:44). We suggest it was 
like the cloud that prevented the Egyptians seeing at the Red Sea [Comment 1]. 

The nation of Israel were the chosen people of God, but as in Romans 2, 
where Paul reminds them that all men are equal before God, they had thought 
that they were superior to the Gentiles. There was not the ‘barrier’ between God’s 
people and their enemies. The words of Amos 2:4-5 seemed to be fulfilled in 
terms of fire upon Judah. Punishment by fire was an acknowledged means of 
judgement in Old Testament times (see also Mat. 25:41). Considering the 
magnificent temple was built of huge stone blocks, it was destroyed almost like 
worthless matchwood (cp. Is. 1:7). Such was the devastation on God’s house; 
even if there were any faithful individuals, service to God was obliterated. Right 
down to the food eaten (wheat, barley, etc.) mixed to its preparation since Ezekiel 
4:9-13 using human dung as opposed to animal dung, was clearly an abomination 
to God [Comment 2]. Is this not a warning to us today as Hebrews 2 exhorts us? 

More devastation and famine can be seen from verse 10 onwards, where the 
elders had no duties to perform despite them going through the act of mourning; 
children were also fainting due to lack of sustenance physically; but the children 
were not being nourished spiritually, mainly attributed to the false prophets. 
Clearly the wrath of God is far greater than that of man. God’s word and promises 
can never be broken: what He says will come to pass. This brings future hope but 
further warnings to us.                Bill Paterson 
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From Buckhaven: Chapter two of Lamentations continues in the same vein as 
chapter one. God has covered Zion with a cloud of His fierce anger. The 
judgements of God are upon the ramparts and sanctuary. The temple, His 
footstool (1 Chr. 28:2), is destroyed and the ark is given over to the enemy.  

God has bent His bow as a warrior in anger. Fierce judgement is upon them 
because of their rebellion (Deut. 28:15; Is. 63:10; Lev. 26:17). God has taken 
away His right hand and called their enemies up against them (2 Kin. 25:9). The 
Lord is determined to destroy Jerusalem; He has taken His measuring line to show 
how far His judgements will reach. The ramparts and the walls are destroyed (Jer. 
5:10), the gates of the city are sunk into the ground and the city is overrun by the 
enemy (Ps. 74:7-9). God is a consuming fire to be feared. From the king to the 
innocent child, all come under the judgement of God. Those who ruled them are 
gone and the elders sit on the ground with dust-covered heads, giving no counsel 
in the gates. The young women bow their heads in sorrow. There is mourning for 
the children of Jerusalem, mothers cannot feed their children and they die. The 
writer has no tears left. His inner being is in torment, because his people are 
destroyed. 

Zion is deeply wounded; the false prophets had spoken falsehood (Jer. 5:31); 
this is the result. More than any other, Jeremiah pleaded long with his people, 
warning about God’s judgments (Jer. 19:10-13; 21:13-14) but they had continued 
in their evil ways, burning incense on the housetops, their high places and 
idolatrous groves (2 Chr. 28:25). The anger of God is now against them. The city 
of such former beauty and glory among the nations (Ps. 48:2) is destroyed. 

The enemy thought they had done this, but it was a judgement from God 
without any pity. God exalted the horn of the enemy and gave them might. The 
passers-by scoff, gloat and hiss at the plight of the city (v.15 and Jer. 18:16). This is 
the day they looked for and were glad. Judah and Jerusalem have come under the 
judgement of God. The writer implores God to look upon His people and see 
what He has done (v. 20). No comfort is offered; therefore the people must call to 
God for deliverance. 

David in his day charged his son Solomon concerning obedience, ‘If you seek 
Him, He will be found by you; but if you forsake Him, He will cast you off forever’ 
(1 Chr. 28:9 NKJV). Here we have a people who forsook God and He forsook 
them - showing that God seeks obedience from His covenant people. 

Martin Notman 
 
From Cromer: The wrath of God and the wrath of man  The Oxford English 
Dictionary describes the word ‘wrath’ as ‘literary or humorous’, and gives its 
meaning as ‘extreme anger’.  However, it is now obsolete, and does not convey 
much to the average English reader of the older versions. There are two different 
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Hebrew words translated ‘wrath’ in Authorised and Revised Versions, of God’s 
anger, but none of the English versions make any distinction in meaning. For 
instance, the English Standard Version translates both words by ‘anger’ in 
Lamentations 2. 

There is, however, a distinction between God’s anger and man’s. God’s anger 
is not fitful and sporadic, but is His settled attitude towards sin and injustice. If it 
were not so He would be denying His own holiness, for to be tolerant of wrong is 
to be complicit in it. This could be true of men as well, but their anger often 
derives from a feeling of annoyance or displeasure. 

The sins of the daughter of Zion  The phrase ‘daughter of Zion’ doesn't refer to a 
person, but to the city of Jerusalem, and by extension the kingdom of Judah. This 
was meant to be the acme of God’s possession, the fulfilment of God’s desire to 
have a place where He could set His name (Deut. 12:5-7). But the prophets saw a 
city whose people were becoming increasingly avaricious, despising the Lord’s 
sacrifices and ‘corrupting the covenant of Levi’ (Mal. 2:8 ESV). 

The most severe excoriation came from Jeremiah; ‘For the children of Judah 
have done that which is evil in my sight, saith the LORD: they have set their 
abominations in the house which is called by my name, to defile it. And they have 
built the high places of Topheth, which is in the valley of the son of Hinnom, to 
burn their sons and their daughters in the fire; which I commanded not, neither 
came it into my mind’ (Jer. 7:30-31 RV). This was only one of many evils that 
Jeremiah described, but he was still a messenger of hope, as well as of destruction; 
a new, better covenant was coming. ‘Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that 
I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel, and with the house of Judah: 
not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in the day that I took 
them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt; which my covenant they 
brake, although I was a husband unto them, saith the LORD. But this is the 
covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, saith the 
LORD; I will put my law in their inward parts, and in their heart will I write it; and 
I will be their God, and they shall be my people: and they shall teach no more 
every man his neighbour, and every man his brother, saying, Know the LORD: for 
they shall all know me, from the least of them unto the greatest of them, saith the 
LORD: for I will forgive their iniquity, and their sin will I remember no more’ (Jer. 
31:31-34 RV).                Peter Hickling 
 
From Glasgow: Chapter 2 of Lamentations further develops the effects of God’s 
anger against Jerusalem, as the prophet expresses in first person the reaction of the 
godly and of the ungodly. Both appear to react with extreme sorrow, pain and 
some degree of repentance. Compare the concern in verse 2 (ESV) for ‘all the 
habitations of Jacob’, in verse 7 ‘his altar … and his sanctuary’, and in verse 11 for 
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the ‘infants and babies … in the streets of the city’, with perhaps the response of 
the people as a whole in verse 18: ‘Their heart cried to the Lord … “Give yourself 
no rest, your eyes no respite!”’ and the elders and young women in verse 10. 

The wrath of God and the wrath of men  God acts in judgement with just measure 
(v.8), since He had given many warnings through Moses (Deut. 6:13-17) and other 
prophets (e.g. Zeph. 3:1-4). We may suppose, in contrast, that Nebuchadnezzar 
went beyond the Lord’s intentions for the punishment of Zechariah by killing his 
sons in his presence and then putting out his eyes. The temple and altar, however, 
were already polluted by the priests’ offerings and the behaviour of the 
worshippers before the destruction described in 2 Kings 25:1-14 (cp. 2 Chr. 
36:13-14). 

What the Lord decreed long ago (verse 17)  We conclude that this refers to the 
judgement that Moses described in Deuteronomy 6:13-17. The New International 
Version commendably explains ‘the horn of your foes’ (Lam. 2:17) in the footnote: 
‘Horn’ here symbolises strength.           Martin Archibald 
 
From Greenock: God sits on His throne judging men fairly for eternity (Ps.9: 4,7). 
Again and again God is described as being ‘slow to anger’ (Neh. 9:17; Ps.103:8; 
145:8). Alongside those words the character of God is given as ‘rich in mercy’ or 
having ‘great mercy’ or ‘great kindness’. Noah’s generation could see the ark being 
constructed, a process which would have taken many years. God was long-
suffering; He even waited until the rain came before He shut the door on the 
unbelievers (Gen. 7:11-16). God gave Pharoah ten chances to free the Israelites. 
Nineveh was given opportunity to repent. From the declaration of His plan, God 
shows great patience and gives mankind plenty of time to repent and turn back to 
His ways. 

The first mention of a throne for the ruler of God’s people is found in 
Deuteronomy 17:14-20 where the prophecy warns of the excesses of life and 
power and how to counteract them. The warning to be righteous in judgements is 
repeated (Lev.19:1; Deut.1:16; 16:18). There were no thrones used in the days of 
the Tabernacle. Saul, the first king, is admonished by Samuel to ensure his service 
is of acceptable standard. After three years Saul offers a sacrifice to God. He was 
not prepared to wait until Samuel arrived. Saul should by this time have 
completed his copy of the Law and would know that sacrifice was not in his ‘job-
description’.  Saul repeatedly makes seriously wrong choices. In his wrath and 
jealousy of David he pursues him with murder in his heart without justification. 
This is typical behaviour of the wrath of man, capricious and illogical, and in sharp 
contrast to the attributes of God. 

The glory of Solomon’s throne and everything the Queen of Sheba saw around 
him was such that she was overwhelmed. It had six steps by which a supplicant, if 
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invited, could draw nearer to the king (1 Kin. 10:19; cp. Esth. 5:2). From that 
throne came decisions which showed his God-given wisdom and his 
understanding of human weaknesses, the case of the two women disputing over 
the surviving baby being a good example (1 Kin. 3:16–28). 

God’s wrath was spent at Calvary [Comment 3]. The triumphant statement ‘It is 
finished’ is the key to understanding.  The judgement after death will be based on 
whether or not we accepted the death of the Lord Jesus as the means of our 
salvation. This should not be confused with the appraisal of our life of testimony 
after salvation. That will be examined, and if fit will be rewarded by crowns (2 
Tim. 4:8; James 1:12;1 Pet. 5:4).  How we will wish we had given Him more 
during our earthly life! 

What a reward! But in recognition of His work in dying for us I am sure we will 
approach His throne in humility and cast our crowns before Him just as the 
twenty-four elders do in Revelation 4:10.            Steve Henderson 
 
From Mount Forest: In Lamentations 2:6 most versions translate the Hebrew into 
the English ‘garden’; a few (e.g., the NET Bible) follow the Greek version and 
translate as ‘vineyard’. In either case, we should distinguish between these terms 
and the word ‘field’, which in a key Old Testament passage is indeed contrasted 
with a garden setting of God meeting with Adam (e.g., Gen.2:8; 3:2,18). Jeremiah 
saw a well-watered garden as descriptive of the Lord's blessing (Jer.31:12), and 
that should have aptly described Jerusalem. His lament included reference to the 
destruction in this garden scene. 

In the New Covenant Scriptures believers in Corinth are described as God’s 
‘field’ or ‘husbandry’, but a more accurate translation is ‘God’s tilled land’ (1 Cor. 
3:9 RVM). Even Balaam knew the mark of a garden; it is a land where there is 
productive planting (Num. 24:6). God had planted His word in those forming the 
potentially rich soil of the church of God in Corinth. They were not to be a merely 
accidental association; in the Fellowship of the Son of God they were to evidence 
order and beauty as the Spirit worked in the word of God in their gatherings (1 
Cor.14:12,40). Such should also have been true in Jerusalem. But like Isaiah 
(Is.1:12-15) Jeremiah knew that the people had largely ignored God’s desire for 
them to be together for His glory (Jer.7:22; Lam.1:4-5). They had forsaken, or 
forsaken the purpose of, the set feasts of the Lord. Thus, they had become like a 
neglected former garden, now harbouring weeds. Therefore, the husbandman 
would come and cut down the unproductive growth and burn away the things 
that were replacing godly order (cp. Luke 13:6-8). They had disdained the 
opportunities of meeting with God and He removed that privilege. 

So, when we read that the Lord had ‘violently taken away his tabernacle ... a 
garden’, this is perhaps reflecting what a good gardener has to do to restore 
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prospective productivity. Because Jerusalem should have typified a garden setting, 
destruction of the opposite reality became necessary. Jeremiah's lament links the 
destruction of the garden to the forsaking by the Lord of His meeting place. He 
uses the same Hebrew word included repeatedly in the expression ‘the tent of 
meeting’ and in the ‘appointed‘ feasts (Lev. 23:2,4). The Lord's ‘holy convocations’ 
are set out in Leviticus 23, and the first in the list was the weekly Sabbath. The 
Sabbath was a holy convocation even though it was largely to be observed in 
every household; the character of the ‘place of the name’ was to be seen in the 
people. But it was not, as Ezekiel 20 testifies, and the increasing failure could be 
traced right back to disobedience, even as the people had travelled through the 
wilderness to the place of God's choosing. 

Jeremiah speaks to us too. If we who are God's husbandry/garden today fail to 
abide by the word of the Lord in gathering as churches of God, or fail to recognize 
the preciousness of spiritually appearing in God’s appointed meeting-place in the 
holies above at His appointed times, then we would fearfully face the truth of 1 
Peter 4:17.                   Geoff Hydon 
 
From Ravulapalem: False prophets’ message contrasted with Jeremiah’s   
False prophets had visions prompted by their own imagination and were led into 
vain theories of deception (Deut. 13; Ezek. 12:24; 21:29; Jer. 23:14-17 and 2 
Thes. 2:9-10). According to this, the prophets warning the people of sin and the 
people obeying God would have averted captivity. The false burdens were part of 
the causes for the dispersion of Israel among the nations. Here prophets told lies 
and the people paid attention toward the lies (Jer. 5:31). They told that there will 
not be sword and famine and that peace is assured in this place (Jer.14:13). 

Jeremiah already warned about false prophets. Their wickedness is like the evil 
of the people of Sodom and Gomorrah. They encouraged the people to sin 
(Jer.23:14). The Lord wanted to feed them with wormwood and make them drink 
the water of gall (v.15). They prophesied against sword and famine even though 
the Lord neither sent nor commanded them. So God gave instructions to destroy 
them by sword, famine and pestilence (Jer. 14:15). The people who heard their 
prophecies also died by famine and sword and were thrown into the streets of 
Jerusalem. No place was found for their burials in graves. 

Jeremiah’s message  (24:8-10). Through the sign of the fruit baskets of good and 
evil figs God compared Zedekiah and his followers to the second basket full of 
rotten figs. They continued to reject the prophecies of Jeremiah and faced trials 
and tribulations in the destruction of Jerusalem in B.C. 586. God’s word through 
Jeremiah said that whoever kept the yoke of the king of Babylon on their necks 
would have peace, by cultivating their land and by living there (27:11; 29:4-7). 
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The people did not hear the prophecy of Jeremiah and they followed false 
prophets who falsely said that the king of Babylon, Nebuchadnezzar, would not 
rule over them. As they did not give ear to Jeremiah’s divinely inspired prophecy, 
they lost their kingdom and gave way to destruction and captivity. This was the 
outcome of their disobedience. 

We are wise to remember the words of Jesus and must be careful nowadays 
too. ‘Watch out for false prophets. They come to you in sheep’s clothing but 
inwardly they are ferocious wolves’ (Mat. 7:15 NIV – 2011 version). S.J.M. Edward 
 
From Surulere: The wrath of God and the wrath of men  The wrath of God is 
always a reflection of His character of justice and fairness. He is never capricious 
or excessive in His display of anger and resorts to it as a last course in His gracious 
interactions with mankind ‘Ah, LORD, was not this what I said when I was still in 
my country? Therefore I fled previously to Tarshish; for I know that You are a 
gracious and merciful God, slow to anger and abundant in lovingkindness, One 
who relents from doing harm’ (Jonah 4:2 NKJV). 

His wrath is often revealed against the unrelenting disobedience of His people, 
and individuals and nations whom He has warned and given sufficient opportunity 
to amend their ways: ‘Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of 
these things the wrath of God comes upon the sons of disobedience’ (Eph. 5:6). 
God’s wrath is not vindictive but has the aim ultimately of purification, purging, 
and restoration of the objects of His wrath: ‘Return, backsliding Israel,’ says the 
LORD; I will not cause My anger to fall on you. For I am merciful,’ says the LORD; I 
will not remain angry forever’ (Jer. 3:12 NKJV). [see also Cromer’s paper, para. 2, 
and Comment 3 Eds].  

On the contrary the wrath of man is capricious, vindictive and excessive. It is 
seen here with the enemies of Israel rejoicing at the outpouring of God’s anger on 
Jerusalem: ‘All your enemies have opened their mouth against you: They hiss and 
gnash their teeth. They say, ”We have swallowed her up! Surely this is the day we 
have waited for; we have found it, we have seen it”’ (Lam. 2:16). ‘For the wrath of 
man does not produce the righteousness of God’ (James 1:20). 

    Frederick F. Ntido 
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COMMENTS 
1. (Aberkenfig): The cloud of Exodus 14 provided safety for the Israelites, 
obscuring them from the Egyptians’ view and physically separating the two camps 
from each other. It thus thwarted the Egyptians’ ambitions.  The cloud of 
Lamentations 2 did not do any of those things for either Israel or its enemy, or 
anything approximating to such, and is doubtless a metaphorical expression for a 
clear and present evidence of God’s anger and judgement.           P.D. 
 
2. (Aberkenfig): Ezekiel was asked to cook the bread mixture over a fire kindled 
with dried human excrement. When he protested in disgust at the thought, the 
LORD instead allowed him to use dried cow dung as fuel for the fire. There is no 
thought of dung being mixed with the dough.                        J.J. 
 
3. (Greenock): We note that while it is true that the wrath of God against sin was 
‘spent’ on the Lord Jesus at Calvary, and the redeemed can triumphantly sing that 
there is now ‘nothing left for us but love’; it is also true that the Lord Jesus warned 
the hypocritical Pharisees and Sadducees—who would ultimately reject Him—
about ‘the wrath to come’ (Mat. 3:7). Other New Testament scriptures expand on 
this, such as Rom. 1:18, Eph. 5:6, Col. 3:5,6, Rev. 14:9,10 and 15:7. These 
scriptures emphasise God’s hatred of sin and the terrifying prospect of present and 
eternal judgement which awaits those who reject His grace. Cromer’s paper (para. 
2) helpfully describes the wrath of God as ‘His settled attitude towards sin and 
injustice’. This sums up God’s response to all who rebel against Him and refuse 
His mercy.                         J.J. 
 
 
 

Feature 
THE HOUSE OF GOD IN THE BOOK OF RUTH 
Introduction  
The events in this book took place in the times of the judges God gave to his 
people Israel. There were fourteen (including Eli and Samuel) who were in effect 
the saviours of the nation over a period of 400 years or so (BC 1450 – 1050). 
Sadly, there were significant periods of national failure and departure from God – 
in a number of cases when a judge died and some time elapsed before the 
successor came to rule. God’s dwelling place during that era, and Israel’s de facto 
capital, was Shiloh in Samaria. 
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A Questionable Choice 
Many believers have been in families which chose to leave the land of their birth 
and upbringing for another country when times of famine and conflict have arisen. 
However, in this case Elimelech and his household left the land of God’s promise, 
where His house was, which they would have attended from time to time, and 
decided upon Moab as their destination, an inveterate enemy of Israel for many 
years. Within a short period of time there, the family of six (the two sons had 
married Moabite women) was decimated by the death of the father and the two 
sons. Leaving Beth-lehem-judah, whose name means ‘house of abundant / 
celebrated bread’, to go to Moab – with its origin as a nation resulting from the 
incestuous union of Lot and his firstborn daughter (Gen. 19:31, 33, 37) – had not 
turned out well at all. Yet, in God’s overflowing grace, the decision of Naomi, 
Elimelech’s widow, to return to her native land after the deaths of her husband 
and two sons, would ultimately produce wonderfully unexpected results.  
 
Godly Influence of a Woman of Faith 
There can be no doubt that Naomi, a lady of considerable spiritual stature, had 
witnessed faithfully to her two Moabite daughters-in-law of the God of her life and 
His people Israel, to whom she belonged; both of them expressed their earnest 
desire to accompany her back to her land. She was quick to testify that the hand 
of the Lord had dealt with her bitterly, bringing sorrow (Ruth 1:13-14, 20-21). 
Orpah, one of her daughters-in-law, after much heart-searching, decided to 
remain in her homeland of Moab, and went back to idol worship, which in all 
probability she had forsaken after her marriage into the Israeli family. Ruth, on the 
other hand, had strongly embraced the faith of her mother-in-law, and was wholly 
determined to stay with Naomi, no matter what, acknowledging the Lord in her 
decision to be a lifelong companion of her mother-in-law (1:14, 16-17). Little did 
she know that in God’s sovereign purpose she would be one of four women who 
would be greatly blessed by Him in being a part of the human genealogy of His 
Son, the Lord Jesus. 

   Many lessons can be learned about Christian life, service and faith in the house 
of God from the events in the first chapter of this book, viz.  

• The danger of drifting from what we have been taught of the Lord’s teaching 
by neglect and idleness (Heb. 2:1,3) 

 

• The danger of falling away, not from our salvation, which is impossible, but 
from our state of stability and progress in the knowledge of God’s word (Heb. 
3:12) 
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• The losing of trust in that which God has brought us into - His house and 
service, through unbelief and disobedience, and going elsewhere when trials 
and difficulties arise (Heb. 4:6, 11) 

 

• The vital need of consistently feeding upon God’s word, to grow and mature in 
our understanding of how to deal with tests of faith (Heb. 4:12; 5:14)   

• The necessity of continual prayer times, together with others, for mercy and 
grace to be obtained from the throne of God by the Spirit of God (Heb. 4:16) 

 

• The influence of a godly personality, such as Naomi, can work wonders (2 Tim. 
1:5). 

 
Returning to the Favoured Place – the House of Bread 
Now in her mother-in-law’s homeland, where the Lord had restored the fortunes 
of His people in removing the famine that had lasted a considerable time, and 
blessed with God’s leading, the enterprising Ruth soon found employment, 
unknown to Naomi at first, in the farm of Boaz, a relative of Elimelech. News of 
her devotion to and support of Naomi had already reached the ears of Boaz, her 
new employer. Her impressive work output in the harvest field and care for her 
mother-in-law had evoked a warm response from Boaz – ‘Go not to glean in 
another field’ – wise words to our hearts in seeking to live for the Lord, and 
underlining the fact that we should remain in the place to which He has called us, 
and not flutter off elsewhere when difficulties arise. Ruth, by her diligence, very 
quickly produced a sufficiency of food for Naomi and herself (Ruth 1:6; 2:8, 11-
12, 17-18). 
 
Turnabout of Circumstances producing Future Blessing  
Eventually, as the story ends, Ruth is taken to be the wife of Boaz and bears a son 
who is called Obed, destined to be the grandfather of David. Like Rachel and 
Leah, who are accredited with building the nation through their offspring, this 
heroine of courage and love takes her place in the roll-call of faith, as a worker 
and builder with others in the service of the house of God in that day (Heb. 
11:15; Ruth 4:11, 15b; cp. 1 Cor. 3:9).  
                   R.B.Fullarton, Bathgate 
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ISRAEL’S JUDGES (IN BOOKS OF JUDGES & 1 SAMUEL) 
 
1st mention: Judges 2:16 – ‘judges / saviours’ 
N.B. When judge died, people returned to idolatrous ways (2:19)  
 
1st Judge:   Othniel (3:9) - 40 years 

~ Period of Servitude: 18 years Israel served Moab (3:14) ~ 

2. Ehud: (3:15)     - 80 years (v.30) 
3. Shamgar (3:31)    - not revealed 

~ Period of Servitude: 20 years Israel under Jabin, king of Canaan (4:3) ~ 

4. Deborah (4:4)    - 40 years (5:31) 

~ Period of Servitude: 7 years Israel served Midian (6:1) ~  

5. Gideon (6:11-24)   - 40 years (8:28) 
6. Tola (10:1)     - 23 years (10:2) 
7. Jair (10:3)      - 22 years (10:3) 

~ Period of Servitude: 18 years Israel under Philistines & Ammonites (10:8) ~                                                                                                                                                       

8. Jephthah (11:1)     - 6 years (12:7) 
9. Ibzan (12:8)      - 7 years (12:9) 
10. Elon (12:12)      - 10 years (12:11) 
11. Abdon (12:13)     - 8 years (12:14) 

~ Period of Servitude: 40 years Israel under the Philistines (13:1) ~ 

12. Samson (13:5)    - 20 years (15:20) 
13. Eli (1 Samuel 4:18)   - 40 years (4:18)  
14. Samuel (7:15)    - 50 years est. (7:15) 
 
Total years of judges’ rule: circa 386 
‘Under’ enemies’ rule: 103 years 
Israel in the Land: BC 1451 - 1095 roughly  
Book of Ruth: written around the time of Gideon’s rule - BC 1200. 

 R.B.Fullarton, Bathgate. 



Photo: ‘Desert Crater, Mitzpe Ramon, Israel’ Boaz Katan, Unsplash

'Is it nothing to you, all you who pass by?
Look and see if there is any sorrow like my sorrow,

which was brought upon me,
which the LORD inflicted

on the day of his fierce anger.
“From on high he sent fire into my bones ...'

(Lamentations 1:12,13 ESV)
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