
Introducing . . .             December 

‘OUT OF THE NORTH’ IN JEREMIAH 

As the book of Jeremiah is brought to 
its close, the reader is left to reflect on 
the severity of divine judgement against 
Israel and its effect on the people and 
the land. From the very day of his 
calling, Jeremiah’s ministry had been 
pointing to this storm which had 
gathered in the north and, driven south 
by winds of judgement, was now 
breaking over Jerusalem: ‘out of the 
north disaster shall be let loose upon all 
the inhabitants of the land’ (Jer. 1:14 
ESV). The coming of a people from the 
north had been prophesied again and 
again (1:15; 4:6; 6:1,22; 13:20; 
25:8-9), and now the walls were 
breached, the people slain and the 
Temple lay in ruins. 

  The Hebrew word for the north is 
connected with ideas of something 
hidden, as in the gloom. God had not 
hidden His plans from His people, and 
yet the fulfilment of them came so 
unexpectedly to hearts which were far 
from Him, for in the face of divine 
pleading, the people of God had ‘made 
their faces harder than rock; they have 
refused to repent’ (Jer. 5:3). 

  Exiled for his faith on the island of 
Patmos, John recounts ‘the revelation 
of Jesus Christ, which God gave him to 
show to his servants the things that 

must soon take place’ (Rev. 1:1). The 
word t rans la ted ‘reve la t ion’ i s 
apokalupsis, meaning an ‘uncovering’ 
or ‘disclosure’. It is this revealing which 
Paul describes as ‘the revealing of our 
Lord Jesus Christ’ (1 Cor. 1:7) and Peter 
as the revealing of His glory (1 Pet. 
4:13). There John came face to face 
with His Saviour, now uncovered as 
‘the Alpha and the Omega, the first and 
the last, the beginning and the 
end’ (Rev. 22:13). In all things—
whether the rising up and falling of 
nations, or the pains and crises of our 
individual lives—He knows the end 
from the beginning, and His purposes 
elevate the deep tragedies of the ‘now’ 
into an eternal work of loving purpose 
in which they are precious threads in a 
tapestry only He knows. 

  Soon, the precious rays of Jeremiah’s 
ministry would brighten the darkness in 
the north as Daniel (and perhaps others 
like him with a heart fixed on the things 
of God) realised the redemptive 
purpose by which the people would 
yet return (Dan. 9:2). And then they 
would come, in answer to the word 
Jeremiah had spoken, returning from 
the north to the land of promise, from 
the gloom to the place of God’s rest 
(Jer. 3:18; 31:8-14). 
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  Soon too that which is hidden shall be 
revealed to us by the one who knows 
all things, and who ensures all things 
work according to the counsel of His 
will (Eph. 1:11). ‘In the world you will 
have tribulation’, the Lord told His 
disciples. Sometimes our tribulations 
are of our own making; sometimes they  
come as storms which burst suddenly  

pon us. But take heart! He who has 
overcome the world shall in a future  
day reveal the meaning of it all, and 
then we’ll emerge from the gloom of 
our own limitation into the rich 
understanding of ‘the eternal purpose 
that he has realised in Christ Jesus our 
Lord’ (Eph. 3:11). 

J.T.N. 

From Study Groups . . . 

‘FOR ISRAEL IS NOT FORSAKEN, NOR JUDAH, OF HIS 
GOD’ (Jeremiah 51-52) 

From Aberdeen:  Babylon was captured by the army of Cyrus in 539 BC. They 
were the ‘spoilers … from the north’ who fulfilled the prophecy that Jeremiah had 
announced more than 50 years beforehand (Jer. 51:48,58 RV). The ‘broad walls’ of 
Babylon described by Jeremiah are in keeping with the historic descriptions of 
Herodotus. The city walls are documented as four sides of a square, each side 
being 120 furlongs (14 miles) in length. This wall was wide enough for two chariots 
to pass, side by side. 

The dramatic invasion of Babylon is accurately described in Scripture: ‘One post 
shall run to meet another, and one messenger to meet another, to shew the king of 
Babylon that his city is taken on every quarter’ (Jer. 51:31). The ancient city of 
Babylon has never been rebuilt because the Jeremiah scripture is quite clear: ‘bind 
a stone to it (i.e. the scroll), and cast it into the midst of Euphrates …Thus shall 
Babylon sink, and shall not rise again’ (Jer. 51:63-64). 

The Babylon city of end times is described in Revelation as ‘Mystery, Babylon 
the Great’ (Rev. 17:5). Being a mystery (i.e. hidden) requires an exercise of caution 
as to how to interpret what this city will be and where located. All will be 
manifested in due time. Nevertheless, the sudden destruction of this future Babylon 
is clearly presented. Just as ancient Babylon was suddenly and comprehensively 
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destroyed, so will future Babylon be destroyed. We see from Revelation that this 
future city will have a hold over ‘every shipmaster’, ‘mariners, and as many as work 
the sea’ (RVM), ‘the princes of the earth’ and ‘all the nations’ (Rev. 18:15-23). But 
in ‘one hour’ its judgement will come. God will emphatically bring to an end all the 
deceptions and idolatries of men. 

‘And a strong angel took up a stone … and cast it into the sea, saying, Thus with 
a mighty fall shall Babylon, the great city, be cast down, and shall be found no more 
at all’ (Rev. 18:21). 

James Johnson 

From Aberkenfig:  Israel not forsaken  We see in this final section of Jeremiah’s 
prophesy its fulfilment uttered in the previous chapter (50) concerning the fall and 
desolation of Babylon. Cyrus’s forces were already commissioned and mustered to 
carry out the destruction of Babylon. 

The captives of the people of God had not convinced the Babylonians of the 
folly of their idolatry. Judgement would fall upon them (Chaldeans) but they would 
not let the captives go (50:33). However, God would plead their cause because 
‘their redeemer is strong; the LORD of hosts is his name’ (v.34 RV). God had 
promised to Abram (as his name was in Genesis 15:18) ‘unto thy seed have I given 
this land’ and further in 17:2-8, in a covenant which God could not break. We can 
see a similar attitude (different circumstances) of the Babylonians to that of Pharaoh 
where God used the plagues to show that He is in control. God is still God, a God 
of justice, and He will act for Israel, His chosen. Remarkably this is so despite their 
iniquities, for Israel is not forsaken (Jer. 51:5). He will mete out punishment to 
‘Babylon and to all the inhabitants of Chaldea [for] all their evil that they have done 
in Zion’ (v.24). He is the Lord God of recompences (v.56), ‘he shall surely requite’. 
Babylon had overstepped the mark with idolatry and graven images, and Jeremiah 
was commanded to say to Seraiah the chief chamberlain ‘thus shall Babylon sink, 
and shall not arise again’ (v.64). 

Despite Babylon relying on human strength such as her army, and the 
geographical position with one side protected by the great and vast river Euphrates, 
she was not impregnable. Under Nebuchadnezzar it was surrounded by a double 
wall of defensive fortifications, which according to one historian enclosed an area of 
over 200 square miles. Verse 58 ties in with the latter part of Habakkuk 2:13. Other 
nations were used by God to punish wicked Babylon as we see from verses 27-33, 
reaping the harvest of devastation and destruction as depicted in Joel 3. 
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It is said by at least one historian that Cyrus’s troops diverted the mighty river 
Euphrates so that his army could enter the strongly-defended city. But God has His 
ways, and in verses 36-37 the Lord says, ‘I will plead thy (Israel’s) cause, and take 
vengeance for thee; and I will dry up her sea, and make her fountain dry ... 
Babylon shall become heaps’. So the Lord was stating that He would bring about 
Israel’s deliverance from captivity. The destruction of Babylon would be truly 
complete. 

We see the words of Psalm 106, referring to the children of Israel during their 
sojourn to and subsequent years in the promised land, fulfilled and we can apply 
verses 45-46 to their captivity in Babylon. It was all because of ‘His covenant’ and 
‘the multitude of his mercies’ that He caused them to be pitied by those who 
carried them captive. This was shown by Evil-merodach in the first year of his reign 
(Jer. 52:31). The Lord truly is the portion of Israel His inheritance! 

Bill Paterson 

From Belfast:  The Lord, creator of all, is the portion of Israel His inheritance (Jer. 
51:19). Psalm 100:3, rightly translated, says, ‘It is He that has made us, and to Him 
we belong’. There is a right of absolute and utter ownership and possession in the 
relation of Creator and creature, so that the being made is wholly and altogether at 
the disposal of Him who made him. But is that enough for God’s heart? 

A dictator in an undemocratic kingdom may believe that he has the absolute 
right of property over his subjects. He may own the body but not the man. That 
kind of authority and ownership, absolute and utter, to the point of death, may 
satisfy a dictator, but it certainly does not satisfy the loving heart of God. It is not 
real possession at all. He covets and longs for a deeper relationship and tenderer 
ties. The Creator and little Israel are everything to one another: the Creator is 
Israel’s portion and Israel is His inheritance.  

In ancient Israel the priests enjoyed a privileged status of having the Lord as their 
‘share’ and ‘inheritance’ (Num. 18:20). Though denied the privilege of land 
ownership, they, along with the Levites, were cared for by the Lord’s tithes and 
offerings. He was ‘my portion for ever’ (Ps. 73:26), and since the psalmist was a 
Levite, the Lord was his portion in that he lived by the people’s tithes dedicated to 
the Lord. Here he confesses more: the Lord himself is his sustainer, his preserver—
his very life! 
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‘We are the people of his pasture, and the sheep of his hand’ (Ps. 95:7 NKJV). 
We take great delight in noticing the way that the psalmist has transposed the order 
of words. He has not said, ‘the sheep of his pasture, and the people of his hand’, 
which might have a literary flow since the sheep belong to the pasture; but he said, 
‘the people of his pasture’. As He belongs to us, so do we belong to Him. ‘My 
Beloved is mine, and I am his’ (S. of S. 2:16). And we are His, the people He feeds 
and protects. The pastures are not our pastures, but His; we draw all of our supplies 
from His stores. 

‘Our Lord made us; therefore “the people of his pasture, and the sheep of his 
hand” are the very sheep which He hath deigned by His grace to create unto 
himself’ (Augustine). 

Sean Johnston 

From Cromer:  The condemnation of Babylon  Nations who attack God’s chosen 
people will suffer retribution from the Lord’s hand. ‘Whoever touches you touches 
the apple of his eye—I will surely raise my hand against them’ (Zech. 2:8-9 NIV). 
The Chaldeans had attacked Judah, destroyed and looted the Temple and taken 
captives to Babylon. The time was nigh for the Lord’s vengeance (Jer. 51:6). Today 
Babylon, which is in present-day Iraq, is a heap of ruins (51:37). 

A longing for Zion  Soon the seventy years would be completed and the captives 
free to return to Judah. Meanwhile the faithful ones amongst them longed for Zion:  
 ‘By the rivers of Babylon we sat and wept when we remembered Zion…  
 our tormentors demanded songs of joy; 
 they said, “Sing us one of the songs of Zion!”  
 How can we sing the songs of the LORD while in a foreign land?’  
 (Ps. 137:1-4).  
We as God’s spiritual house today have the wonderful privilege of worshiping Him 
as His people in the heavenly Zion (Heb. 12:18-24). There we can sing the Lord’s 
songs and rejoice.  

The tribe of His inheritance  Deuteronomy 32:9 says, ‘For the Lord’s portion is his 
people, Jacob his allotted inheritance.’ What was true of Israel is by extension also 
true of believers in the Lord Jesus Christ, who were once not a people, but now are 
the people of God (1 Pet. 2:10). Ephesians 1:18 speaks of ‘the riches of his glorious 
inheritance in the saints’. We are His glorious inheritance. ’You are a chosen 
people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may 
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declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful 
light’ (1 Pet. 2:9). 

A Message of hope  Jeremiah is a book that shows Judah’s unfaithfulness to God, 
resulting in their overthrow and captivity by the Chaldeans. However, in contrast 
there is also hope that a future day will see Israel as a whole restored to favour.  
Jeremiah 33:14-16 says, ‘”The days are coming,” declares the LORD, “when I will 
fulfil the gracious promise I made to the house of Israel and to the house of Judah. 
In those days and at that time I will make a righteous Branch sprout from David’s 
line; he will do what is just and right in the land. In those days Judah will be saved 
and Jerusalem will live in safety. This is the name by which it will be called: The 
Lord our Righteousness.”’ In Romans 11:26-27 Paul says, ‘And so all Israel will be 
saved, as it is written: “The deliverer will come from Zion; he will turn godlessness 
away from Jacob. And this is my covenant with them when I take away their sins.” 
As far as the gospel is concerned, they are enemies on your account, but as far as 
election is concerned they are loved on account of the patriarchs, for God’s gifts 
and his call are irrevocable’. 

John Parker 

From Greenock: ‘Take a scroll and write on it all the words that I have 
spoken...’ (Jer. 36:2 ESV). When King Jehoiakim had the scroll destroyed Jeremiah 
and Baruch reproduced it—word for word.  The word of God is living and active—
sharper than any two-edged sword. Therefore, we may be confident that the 
closing chapters of Jeremiah are powerful and will come to pass. God watches over 
His word. The events came to pass! 

It may well be that the punishment was just. The forces against Israel and Judah 
were permitted by God to punish His people, but showing their hatred in excess 
left them in turn worthy of harsh judgement. All believers today must cry out for 
grace and mercy. Thank God He gave the Son as a gift of His grace. If we were to 
receive the justice we deserve we too would be destroyed. Grace is the key word of 
the New Testament appearing some 130 times. Justice is rarely mentioned. 

The record of harsh judgement here contrasts with the theme of love in the 
New Testament.  Are we putting into practice the advice of James and Peter? 
‘Finally, all of you, have unity of mind, sympathy, brotherly love, a tender heart, and 
a humble mind’ (1 Pet. 3:8).  We love because He first loved us (1 John 4:19). By 
this all will know we are disciples of the Lord Jesus (John 13:35). 

Steve Henderson 
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From Halifax: A cup of wrath  The former part of Jeremiah 51 is a sequel to 
prophecies against Babylon in the previous chapter. Turning to the permanence of 
Babylon’s doom, the Lord said: ‘Behold, I will raise up against Babylon, and against 
them that dwell in the midst of them that rise up against me, a destroying wind; 
And will send unto Babylon fanners, that shall fan her, and shall empty her land: for 
in the day of trouble they shall be against her round about’ (Jer. 51:1-2 KJV). The 
phrase ‘in the midst of them that rise up against me’ is a translation of the Hebrew 
Leb-kamai (see ASV), an Athash periphrasis cipher for the Chaldeans (Exposition of 
the Entire Bible, John Gill). Babylon had been a golden cup in the Lord’s hands (v.
7), a vessel representing splendour and opulence; but the wine thereof by which 
she intoxicated all the earth was the wrath of God. 

Forsaken?  Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon had devoured them; he had 
crushed them; they were made an empty vessel; were swallowed up; and cast out. 
However, in His judgement, the Lord would answer the complaint of Zion against 
Babylon’s incorrigible wickedness (vv.34-36a). Even though their land was filled 
with sin against the Holy One of Israel, the Lord of hosts had not forsaken Israel, 
nor Judah (v.5)—she would not be widowed by perpetual divorce. ‘For the LORD 
hath called thee as a wife forsaken and grieved in spirit, even a wife of youth, when 
she is cast off, saith thy God. For a small moment have I forsaken thee; but with 
great mercies will I gather thee’ (Is. 54:6-7 RV). Great is the Lord’s faithfulness 
(Lam. 3:23)! 

Robert J. Butler 

From Ibadan (Alawaye):  The Israelites are the handiwork of God. No matter how 
disobedient they may be, they are God’s elect. He deliberately chose the Israelites, 
not because of their population or any other factor. The Israelites know about this 
and they are very proud of it. God wanted to make them examples to the world—
likewise should we Christians also be.  Despite the sins of the Israelites, God never 
forsook them. Anyone who tries to touch them calls for God’s anger, for they 
(Israelites) are ‘the apple of God’s eye’. ‘Who shall separate us from the love of 
Christ?’ Nothing can separate us (Rom. 8:35)! ‘The gifts and the calling of God are 
without repentance’ (Rom. 11:29 RV). As Christians we are spiritual Israelites 
[Comment 1]. God does not regret writing our names in the Book of Life. However 
stubborn and defiant a child might be, the parents will not disown the child 
because such misbehaviour, nor knowingly expose it to danger. Likewise our 
Heavenly Father will not lead us to danger such as Israel knew. God is our battle-
axe. 
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All other nations are idolaters except those Israelites whom God called out. 
That’s why God called Abraham out of his kindred’s and his father’s house. God is 
the portion of Israel: He willingly called the Israelites and required worship from 
them. The Samaritan woman knew that Jews believed that only in Jerusalem could 
God be worshipped (John 4:20). Some nations became jealous of this and so 
wanted to annihilate Israel. If it were possible, the people of the world would have 
asked God: ‘Why do you love the Israelites so much?’ As Christians, God is our 
portion too because He so promised those who were indeed His people. He (God) 
who said ‘My people’ is supreme. He is as well the creator of all things (Ps. 104:2; 
Gen. 1; Jer. 51:15). We should appreciate this and be conscious of who we truly 
are. Nearly all the nations of the world are against Israel today, yet they don’t 
prevail. This is God’s word for us—it never changes. We should not only appreciate 
this but also walk worthy of our calling. This point tells us about the omniscient 
power of God to create, to choose and to do according to His sovereign will. 

Samson Ogunleye 

From Mount Forest:  The Lord, who could be depicted as a shepherd, prophesies 
through Jeremiah: ‘I will punish Bel in Babylon, and take out of his mouth what he 
has swallowed’ (Jer. 51:44 ESV). Bel (Baal or lord) was a god of the polytheistic 
Babylonians (Dan. 4:8), and the cruelty of the Babylonians’ treatment of God’s 
people, no doubt delighting the evil one, angered Him. Jeremiah’s prophecies were 
primarily directed to Judah, who would indeed for their own failings fall, under the 
over-arching will of God, to the onslaught of Nebuchadnezzar’s army. The northern 
tribes of Israel had already been carried away, and prior to that Assyrian captivity 
God had proclaimed through His shepherd prophet, Amos, what would eventually 
happen: ‘As the shepherd rescues from the mouth of the lion two legs, or a piece of 
an ear, so shall the people of Israel who dwell in Samaria be rescued’ (Amos 3:12).  
Perhaps from personal experience, Amos emphasizes that a faithful shepherd will 
not let his enemy, the lion, enjoy any part of his prey that could be snatched back 
from him. We may imagine the shepherd returning home short of one of the flock, 
but with evidence that he bravely did all he could to rescue it. Those who have 
shepherd care of saints in churches of God may take this lesson to heart. What 
Amos promised to Israel, Jeremiah applied to Judah; God would not allow a full 
end of His ancient people, and the enemy will be robbed of what he expected. So 
it is good to read in our Lord's teaching: ‘... how can someone enter a strong man’s 
house and plunder his goods, unless he first binds the strong man? Then indeed he 
may plunder his house’ (Mat. 12:29; Mark 3:27 and cf Luke 11:20-22, which adds 
to the graphic explanation). What Jeremiah was able to predict was that the lion 
that got away with part of a sheep, would be completely vanquished; the evil one 
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and the idols he used would be rendered powerless by God Himself (Jer. 
51:47-48), though it was left to John to foresee a final fulfilment of this (Rev. 18; 
20:10). 

It may be that Jeremiah 52 was included by a compiler, as all Jeremiah’s 
prophecies were brought together. The chapter provides confirmation of the result 
of Judah’s failure to heed the warnings Jeremiah had repeatedly given from the 
Lord. It is more than a recap, whether from Jeremiah’s sayings or the words of 
others; it emphasizes the chief point that the house of the Lord in the place of His 
choosing became a heap of rubble when He left it. We might well read Ezekiel 10, 
11, and 43:6-10 alongside this passage to appreciate better the spiritual reality that 
gave effect to the physical judgement of Jerusalem. And we recall the Lord’s 
sadness too in the days of His flesh (Luke 13:35). The heartfelt precision of the 
writer of chapter 52 (e.g. the thickness of the pillars, v.21) should cause us to value 
every aspect of the house in which we serve. 

There is little to explain the last few verses of the Book. No repentance for 
Jehoiachin’s evil is mentioned, and he would die in Babylon (Jer. 22:26-30). The 
prophecy of Hananiah (Jer. 28) was thus proved false, as Jeconiah languished in 
Babylon’s prison for 37 years. But God’s purpose of restoration of a faithful remnant 
would be realised. 

Geoff Hydon 

From Okorikpehre:  Israel disobedient yet special  Israel’s uniqueness to God was 
not based on their number as a people, neither was it on anything commendable 
they had done; rather it was an act of God’s favour towards an undeserving people 
(Deut. 7:7 NIV). God’s covenant with Abraham and his descendants to possess the 
land was hinged on faith on His promises (Gen. 12:1-3; 15:5-6). When God gave 
the land to Abraham, it was not attractive to the eyes, otherwise Lot would not 
have chosen the Jordan valley close to Sodom and Gomorrah. It was after Lot had 
separated from Abraham that God revealed the Promised Land for Israel’s 
possession (Gen. 13:10-18). He did not change His mind because it was impossible 
for Him to deny Himself (Heb. 6:17-18). 

After several warnings through the prophets against their disobedience to God’s 
commands, God decided to punish Israel by Nebuchadnezzar and the Babylonians 
fulfilling His judgement in sending them into exile for seventy years. However, God 
did not abandon His people as a result of His covenant, for it was God’s 
responsibility to be near them and bless the land with all the resources His people 
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needed through the years to survive and prosper. ‘He shielded him and cared for 
him; he guarded him as the apple of his eye’ (Ex. 2:24-25; Deut. 4:7-8; 7:6-10; 
32:10). As for the enemies of Israel, who had treated them with contempt, by 
disregarding and rejecting the plans of God upon them as the people of God, they 
were cursed (Gen. 12:3) and dealt with accordingly. God’s judgement on Babylon 
and others was proof that He accepted Israel as His covenant people. 

The Lord—Creator, portion, inheritance  The ‘Portion of Jacob’ (Jer. 51:19) suggests 
that God Himself is everything the people of Israel needed, and that He should not 
be compared with pagan gods. We found it interesting when Scripture says, ‘the 
LORD’s portion is his people, Jacob his allotted inheritance’ (Deut. 32:9). It’s a 
reciprocal possession! Although the land of Canaan was initially regarded as Israel’s 
inheritance since the time of Moses (Ex. 15:17; Num. 32:9; Ps. 47:4) the true 
inheritance for God’s people is really God Himself (Ps. 16:5-6; Ezek. 44:28).  

It is great wonder that the sovereign God is prepared to have this special 
fellowship and relationship with His creatures. To Israel under the New Covenant, 
Peter says, ‘You are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people 
belonging to God ... you were not a people, but now you are the people of God’ (1 
Pet. 2:9-10). Let’s revel, and reverence God for the privileged position He has 
brought us into. 

R. Owotorufa, L. Onyokoko 

From Podagatlapalli:  Israel not forsaken  The spectacular empire of the Chaldeans 
surpassed anything the world had ever known. Babylon, the capital, appeared 
invisible with walls over 300 feet high and wide enough for chariots to ride two 
abreast. The empire was enjoying absolute rule over all the nations when Jeremiah 
declared that Babylon would suddenly fall—‘Your end has come … a desolation 
without inhabitant’ (Jer. 51:8-62 NKJV). As foretold by the prophet, the Babylonian 
capital suddenly collapsed. Belshazzar the king saw the hand that appeared and 
began writing on the king’s wall (Dan. 5:1,5,9), and Jeremiah spoke of winnowers 
working to separate the wheat from the chaff (51:2). When they threw the mixture 
into the air the wind blew away the worthless chaff, whilst wheat settled to the 
ground. Babylon would be blown away like chaff in the wind (see also Matthew 
3:12 where John the Baptist says Jesus will separate the wheat from the chaff). 

Babylon would soon be trampled and flailed as God judged her for her sins. 
Verse 36 may refer to king Cyrus who took Babylon by surprise by diverting the 
river far upstream and walking in on the dry river bed. More likely it is saying that 
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Babylon will be deprived of life-giving water. Unlike Jerusalem, Babylon will not be 
restored. 

According to 51:51 the people were paralyzed with guilt over their past. The 
Babylonian armies had desecrated the temple and the people were ashamed to 
return to the city, for God would destroy Babylon for its sins. In the last message (vv.
60-64) we find again the twin themes of God’s sovereignty and His judgement. 
Babylon has been allowed to oppress the people of Israel, but now Babylon itself 
will be judged. Although God brings good out of evil, He doesn’t allow evil to 
remain unpunished. The wicked may succeed for a while, but resist the temptation 
to follow them or we may share in their judgement. 

B.V. Prasada Rao 

From Ravulapalem:  Despite disobedience Israel is special to the Lord. When God 
is doing His works among different nations He keeps Israel always in His mind and 
heart. He never left them nor did he forsake them though their country was filled 
with guilt (Jer. 51:5; Zech. 2:8). The people of Israel are most beloved to Him 
(Deut. 32:10). He carried them like an eagle carries its young ones on its wings and 
pinions. He will topple the kingdoms and keep His people over those who ruled 
over them. In those days people will search to find fault with Israel but in vain, 
because the Lord will order forgiveness for the remnant (Jer. 50:20; Ps. 32:1-2; 
Rom. 3:21). This is God’s forgiveness. 

The prophecy in Jeremiah 51:10 will be fulfilled after many years. The people 
left Jerusalem and Judah, going to Babylon as slaves. There they learned many 
lessons and found God with repentance (29:10-14). Now God is bringing their 
righteousness and justice to light (Ps. 37:6). Though they were a minority God loved 
them and fulfilled His promise to their fathers by delivering them (Deut. 7:6-10). 
Their enemies will meet vengeance, for ‘No weapon forged against you will prevail’ 
(Is. 54:17 NIV). God’s love prevails forever. He secures His people eternally. He will 
always protect His people. He will not be angry forever as His anger stays for a 
short period. His love is the same now since He is the same yesterday, today and 
tomorrow. 

S.J.M. Edward 

From Surulere:  Nor Israel nor Judah forsaken  There are concepts which richly 
transcend human comprehension, truths which would require the endless years of 
eternity to fully grasp. One such is this amazing revelation that the Lord is the 
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portion of Israel. How is it, that He—of whom the psalmist David declared: ‘The 
earth is the LORD’s, and all its fullness, the world and those who dwell therein. For 
He has founded it upon the seas, and established it upon the waters’ (Ps. 24:1-2 
NKJV)—is the portion of Israel? Israel, a nation neither the most populous on the 
earth nor devout: ‘The LORD did not set His love on you nor choose you because 
you were more in number than any other people, for you were the least of all 
peoples; but because the LORD loves you, and because He would keep the oath 
which He swore to your fathers …’ (Deut. 7:7-8). 

How is it that He is the portion of Israel, of whom the prophet Isaiah declared: 
‘For thus says the High and Lofty One who inhabits eternity, whose name is Holy: “I 
dwell in the high and holy place…”’ (Is. 57:15); and King Solomon affirmed: ‘But 
will God indeed dwell on the earth? Behold, heaven and the heaven of heavens 
cannot contain You. How much less this temple which I have built!’ 91 Kin. 8:27)? 
And yet He is the portion of Israel, ‘a people dwelling alone, not reckoning itself 
among the nations’ (Num. 23:9). 

The Lord is beholden to Israel by virtue of His oath and covenant with Abraham, 
His friend: ‘But you, Israel, are My servant, Jacob whom I have chosen, the 
descendants of Abraham My friend’ (Is. 41:8). ‘For when God made a promise to 
Abraham, because He could swear by no one greater, He swore by Himself’ (Heb. 
6:13). Although Abraham received the promise and tokens of the covenant, yet he 
was one man! So, after the great deliverance from Egypt the Lord gave Israel 
glimpses of His plan for them as His inheritance: ‘Now therefore, if you will indeed 
obey My voice and keep My covenant, then you shall be a special treasure to Me 
above all people; for all the earth is Mine. And you shall be to Me a kingdom of 
priests and a holy nation’ (Ex. 19:5-6). 

It is as God’s ‘special treasure’, a position of privilege, that makes Israel God’s 
everlasting portion and inheritance. They are loved with an everlasting love because 
God chose to and promised Abraham so to do, and as the line through whom the 
Messiah came: ‘For thus says the LORD of hosts: “He sent me after glory, to the 
nations which plunder you; for he who touches you touches the apple of His 
eye”’ (Zech. 2:8). ‘He found him in a desert land and in the wasteland, a howling 
wilderness; He encircled him, He instructed him, He kept him as the apple of His 
eye’ (Deut. 32:10). 

Although Israel has been set aside for a little while and the churches of God, in 
the Fellowship of the Son of God, constitute God’s present kingdom and house
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—‘Now, therefore, you are no longer strangers and foreigners, but fellow citizens 
with the saints and members of the household of God, having been built on the 
foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the chief 
cornerstone, in whom the whole building, being fitted together, grows into a holy 
temple in the Lord, in whom you also are being built together for a dwelling place 
of God in the Spirit’ (Eph. 2:19-22)—yet Israel shall not be forsaken, nor Judah, of 
God: ‘For I do not desire, brethren, that you should be ignorant of this mystery, lest 
you should be wise in your own opinion, that blindness in part has happened to 
Israel until the fullness of the Gentiles has come in. And so all Israel will be saved…’ 
(Rom. 11:25-26). 

Frederick F. Ntido 

COMMENTS  
1. (Cromer): It is valuable for friends to point to the enriching truth that ‘a 
people belonging to God’ (1 Pet. 2:10) includes ‘his inheritance in the 
saints’ (Eph 1:18). Perhaps it is also right to point out that the Ephesians 
scripture has also a wider and eternal context in view as Eph 1:10,11 and 
2:7 show. Cp. also Comment 6. 

P.D. 

2. (Greenock): Frequency of mention of ‘justice’ is much increased if we 
include the word ‘judgement’, or use a modern translation which often 
renders krima as ‘justice’. Nevertheless ‘grace’ appears some four times 
more often. 

3. (Halifax): The wine of Babylon (51:7)  It seems to me rather that the wine 
that intoxicates the future world is the political dogma and corruption by 
which this power seduces the nations into rebellion against God. His wrath 
in judgement is described in the next verses.     
M.A. 

4. (Ibadan (Alawaye)): Spiritual Israel The use of the term ‘spiritual Israel’ is 
not uncommon amongst evangelical believers, but it is hard to ascertain 
from Scripture precisely what it is supposed to mean. It is true of all 
believers that by faith we, like Israel, have become sons of Abraham (Gal. 
3:7). We have also been brought near by the blood of Christ, having once 
been ‘alienated from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers to the 
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covenants of promise’ (Eph. 2:12). Paul sees this in the context of the 
grafting in of gentile believers onto the root of the Patriarchs by whom the 
covenant promises came (Rom. 11:17-24). These things relate to all 
believers on the basis of faith. Conversely, the echoes in 1 Peter 2 of the 
words which were spoken to Israel at Sinai, and the contrast made in 
Hebrews 12:18-24 of the approach of the people of God in worship, 
suggest a correlation between the Old Covenant privileges given to Israel 
and those given to the New Covenant people of God who are enabled to 
approach God in worship on the basis of obedience to the covenant, whose 
circumcision is of the heart (Rom. 2:25-29). 

 There are undoubtedly similarities between the position occupied by the 
nation of Israel in Old Covenant days and our position today, both as 
believers in the body of Christ and as those called together as God’s people. 
But this is explained by the fact that it is the same God who seeks His 
purposes to be fulfilled through men according to His will and for His own 
glory. The preservation of Israel in preparation for her restoration in a 
coming day is sure (Rom. 11:25-27) and it therefore seems better to me not 
to conflate believers today with the people of Israel, and so confuse God’s 
purposes towards us in Christ.  J.T.N. 

5. (Mount Forest):  The destruction of the Temple pillars is described in 
such detail that we are indeed caused to think of the prophet’s sorrow, 
deepened doubtless by the meaning of their names as their deeper 
significance for Jeremiah: Jachin—‘He will establish’ and Boaz—probably 
‘In him is strength’ (NIV Concordance); as though he thought, how could 
God ever allow judgement against these? Weare the more impressed, 
however, that God the Father was constrained to bring judgement on His 
own Son for our salvation. 

6. (Okorikpehre):  God’s inheritance in His people today  We take 
opportunity also to reflect that the God of heaven again speaks of His 
inheritance in His people in Ephesians 1, as accurately rendered in the 
Revised Version: ‘in whom also we were made a heritage’ (v.11) and ‘unto 
the redemption of God’s own possession’ (v.14). Cp. Comment 1. 

M.A. 
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EDITORATE 

 Our fellow editor James Needham asked earlier this year to resign 
from editorship through pressure of other responsibilities, and we have most 
reluctantly accepted this, after 13 years’ service. Readers will, like us, have 
highly valued his insight in Scriptural truth and incisive handling of issues 
that arise in our studies, while we have been impressed with his 
thoroughness and diligence in the task we share. We mean to invite him to 
contribute further as he feels free, but by God’s grace Jo Johnson of 
Buckhaven has agreed to serve with us from January 2020 issue. Readers 
will have enjoyed his substantial articles sent with little intermission over 
many years—in worthy succession to his father J.H. Johnson, of fond 
memory. You will recall Jo’s past correspondence searching out some of our 
statements, and we look forward to having him join us in the firing line!  

          
                  M. Archibald, R.B. Fullarton, P.H. Doel 
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