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Introducing . . .           December 
THE PREORDAINED ‘SHALLS’ OF REVELATION 22
The Greek word esomai, translated 
‘shall’ in the New Testament, is, 
according to Dr Strong, ‘Future of eimi 
(‘to be’). Vine’s Expository Dictionary 
notes, ‘The phrase “it shall come to 
pass” is the rendering of the future 
tense of eimi, “to be.”’ Elsewhere, the 
same word is translated ‘I am’—for 
example, when used by the Lord Jesus 
when He said ‘I am the way,’ (John 
14) or, ‘before Abraham was I AM’. 
(John 8:58) 

The striking recurrences of esomai 
on the final page of the inspired Word 
underline the fact that these 
predictions are preordained fixtures in 
the mind of Deity. They shall come to 
pass. As we bring our timely study of 
the Revelation of Jesus Christ to a 
close, eagerly looking beyond the surly 
bonds of earth to a glorious eternal 
future, three of the ‘shalls’ in chapter 
22 are worthy of note.  

‘His servants shall do him service’ 
We will not be idle in Christ's 
kingdom. He said, ‘My Father works 
until now and I work’ (John 5:17). In 
Eden, before sin entered, Adam was 
given the task of ‘dressing and 
keeping’ the garden. Even now, in our 
imperfect state, all we do for Him is 
greatly appreciated and shall be amply 
rewarded. In the eternal kingdom, the 
work He gives us shall be life 
affirming, healthful and completely 
fulfilling.  

‘They shall see his face’ 
At Peniel, Jacob said ‘I have seen God 
face to face...’ (Gen 32:30) Blind 
Fanny Crosby summed up the feelings 
of all the redeemed: ‘Face to face with 
Christ my Saviour/Face to face to see 
and know/When with rapture I behold 
Him/Jesus Christ who loved me so.’ 
Throughout the ages of eternity, we 
shall never tire of His face, ‘who loved 
us and gave Himself up for us’. 
Moreover, Song of Songs and Isaiah 
tell of the pleasure He will get from 
seeing our faces: ‘Let me see your 
face, let me hear your voice, for your 
voice is sweet, and your face is lovely’. 
(S. of S. 2:14) ‘He shall see of the 
travail of his soul, and shall be 
satisfied’ (Isa. 53:11). 

‘His name shall be on their foreheads’ 
In return for a brief interval of carnal 
pleasure and power, the Beast's 
followers will brand the number of his 
name on their foreheads. Their 
reward? Eternal destruction.  

But if the Lamb’s followers ever 
look in a mirror, they will see His 
name on their foreheads. Gladly, 
openly and forever, we shall 
acknowledge the right of the One who 
purchased us with His blood, to the 
eternal ownership of our beings. ‘It is 
He who made us, and we are His; we 
are His people, and the sheep of His 
pasture.’ (Ps. 100:3).  

J.J. 
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From Study Groups . . . 
THE RIVER OF LIFE, TREE OF LIFE, DIVINE INVITATION 
AND WARNING (Revelation 22) 
From Aberdeen: Following on from the previous chapter (in which the new 
heaven, new earth and new Jerusalem are presented) the final chapter of 
Revelation presents further impressions of the new things in the world to come. 
John Miller has pointed out in his NOTES ON THE EPISTLES that the Ezekiel 
descriptions of a river flowing from under the sanctuary is connected with the 
millennial setting, whereas the river that John saw issuing from the throne of God 
and of the Lamb is connected with the eternal state, beyond the Millennium. It 
seems possible that the nations who will come through the era of the millennial 
reign of Christ, together with the bride of Christ, will be beneficiaries of the fruits 
and leaves of the tree of life. We can bear in mind that John saw visions of the 
blissful state of the world to come. We take great comfort and encouragement that 
‘God Himself’ shall dwell with us ‘His people’ and that we ‘shall reign forever and 
ever’ (Rev. 21:3; 22:5 NASB). 

We may profitably ponder the recurring thought of the soon - coming of 
Christ:  

‘... things which must shortly take place’ (Rev. 22:6). 
‘Behold I am coming quickly’ (Rev. 22:7). 
‘... for the time is near’ (Rev. 22:10). 
‘Behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me ...’ (Rev. 22:12). 
‘Yes, I am coming quickly’ (Rev. 22:20). 

We respond with John, ‘Amen: come Lord Jesus’. 

No doubt these promises of the soon return of Christ will have a special 
application to those who must endure the coming Tribulation as associated with 
Daniel’s seventieth week of prophecy, but there is also an application to the 
Church the Body of Christ in the present time of our sojourn here, in this rapidly 
changing world.                           James Johnson 
 
From Aberkenfig: The angel conducting John on the tour of the new Jerusalem 
then shews him ‘a river of water of life’. It is bright as crystal proceeding from the 
throne. As we move inside the city on the street of pure gold, we discover a 
beautiful garden in which there is one tree on this side and on that. Yet there is 
only one tree, the tree of life. This is baffling to the human mind. How can a single 
tree be on both sides of the river? [Comment 1] Our mind is taken back to Genesis 
2:9 to the Garden of Eden in the midst of which was the tree of life. There is no 
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tree of the knowledge of good and evil mentioned here. The river flows in the 
midst of the street flowing from the throne of God and the Lamb, whereas in 
Ezekiel it flows from under the threshold of the house, out of the sanctuary. But to 
where does this flow since the sea is no more? Clearly this is not the same as we 
have in Genesis where the river splits into 4 different branches—Pishon, Gihon, 
Hiddekel and Euphrates; and the river of Ezekiel 47 and Zechariah 14:8 where 
the river splits in two, one to the western sea (Mediterranean) and one to the 
eastern sea (the Dead Sea), and the water flowing to the Dead Sea ‘shall heal the 
water of that sea and it shall be swarming with fish’. Also, Ezekiel 47:12 states that 
every tree is for meat and the leaves for healing, whereas in this portion we are 
told that ‘the tree will bear twelve manner of fruits yielding its fruits every month’. 
What is meant by the phrase ‘healing of the nations’? There is no disease or death, 
so what does this phrase imply? [Comment 2] The Greek word is therapeia 
(translated healing) from which we get the English word therapeutic. Alternatively, 
one commentary suggests it is translated ‘service’. Clearly service is the theme for 
verse3 mentions ‘His servants giving Him service’. 

The fact that the Lord God shall give them light reinforces chapter 21:23; 
God’s glory shall more than supply all that is required. John is given the truth of 
what he heard and saw in those visions:  he has the promise of the Lord’s soon 
return. Three times in this portion Christ says, ‘I am coming quickly!‘ (vv. 7, 12 
and 20). He then reiterates the promise of blessing to whoever heeds the words of 
this book in the light of His soon return. It was so awesome that John was 
overwhelmed and fell down at the angel’s feet, but was told that he too (the angel) 
was a fellow-servant like John. God alone is to be worshipped. Unlike the 
prophecy of Daniel, John is told not to seal up the ‘words of this prophecy, for the 
time is at hand’. The warnings of this book must be proclaimed in order that as 
many as possible may be turned away from a lost eternity in the lake of fire. 
Daniel’s prophecy would not be fulfilled for many years; John’s words would 
come to pass shortly for He is coming quickly! 

The final words of the angel initially seem strange to us, encouraging the 
wicked to continue in their wickedness: but rather he is elaborating on the theme 
‘carry on in your sinful ways, see what’s in store for you—you have been warned!’ 
For the righteous, ‘My reward is with Me’ are the words of the Lord himself. When 
Christ comes, our true character will be revealed: He has ‘delayed’ His return for 
more than 2000 years, but Peter tells us why: God gives this sinful world 
opportunity to repent and be saved (2 Pet. 3:1ff). Some titles of the Lord are given 
in verses 13 and 16 and are well worth studying, indeed some take us back to 
Revelation 1 (e.g., the Alpha and Omega): we’ve come full circle. 

While we wait for His returning, the Spirit and the Bride in unison cry ‘Come’: 
the bride longs to meet her Bridegroom. Verses 18-19 give a severe warning 
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against tampering with God’s word: either adding to or taking away is to invite 
judgement. This was the commandment given in Deuteronomy 4:2 to the 
children of Israel, repeated in chapter 12:32 and mentioned in Proverbs 30:5-6; 
very solemn words which we must observe.  

The Lord then repeats the phrase that gives His authority and testifies to these 
things. Finally, the Lord says He ‘is coming quickly’, to which our response should 
be as John’s was ‘Amen: come, Lord Jesus‘. How much do we long for that 
returning?                        Bill Paterson 
 
From Buckhaven: Revelation 22 is a scene from the new heaven and the new 
earth, the new creation of God, the unchanging day of eternity. The divine plan 
and purpose are fulfilled through ‘the Lamb that hath been slain from the 
foundation of the world’ (Rev. 13:8 RV). 

The theme of the Lamb from Abel’s lamb in Genesis to the Lamb upon the 
throne flows across the divine page and is mentioned twenty-six times in 
Revelation alone. Here we see the harvest of the cross. The glories of heaven are 
such that John describes it as a place of light. Paradise, which was lost is now 
regained. The curse, sorrow and death are no more and the tree of life no longer 
guarded but restored. The crystal river flows from the throne of God, and perhaps 
there could be a relationship between the tree of life and the river of life. The tree 
of life is for the healing of the nations and this healing is not because of sin, 
because sin is no more, but is probably for the refreshing of the nations.  

As the bride, in glorified bodies, we will have the name of God upon our 
foreheads, just as the golden plate was on the forehead of the high priest of Israel. 
In that day our service will be a priestly service, ‘priests unto His God and Father’ 
(Rev. 1:6; 5:10; 20:6), for there will be no temple there. This will be worship in its 
purest form in the presence of God. We shall see His face. This was an honour 
denied to the great man Moses (Ex. 33:20-23). Here we see the divine purpose 
fulfilled: it was ever in the mind of God to bring man His creature near to Him, 
‘and they shall reign forever and ever’ (v.5). In that day God will unfold to us ‘the 
exceeding riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus’ (Eph. 2:7). ‘As 
it is written’ (in another place), ‘Things which eye saw not, and ear heard not, And 
which entered not into the heart of man, Whatsoever things God prepared for 
them that love him’ (1 Cor. 2:9). The new heaven and the new earth will be a 
place of harmonious beauty when the Lamb inaugurates His eternal kingdom. He 
who is the Alpha and the Omega, who is also of the royal line of David after the 
flesh, to Him belongs the title, ‘the Amen’ (Rev. 3:14). He is the bright and 
morning star who outshines the cherubic hosts and ushers in the new day of 
eternity. The last invitation is given to mankind to come and drink freely of the 
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water of life. Solemn warning is given to any who would add or take away from 
the words of this prophecy. 

We are given the threefold revelation that He will come quickly, words which 
have been of great uplift to the saints over the centuries.      Martin Notman 
 
From Greenock: In the closing chapter we see the symmetry between Genesis 
with the start of creation and the final word on the future. 

The river Pishon flowed out of the garden of Eden. It watered the garden, 
including the tree of life. Here we see a pure river of water of life which directs 
our thoughts to the Lord Jesus and to the Holy Spirit (John 4:14; 7:37-39). There is 
a timeless quality to a spring of water bubbling up from the earth. In serious long-
term drought such can eventually dry up. The gift of the indwelling Holy Spirit can 
never be lost, and the living water is essential to the restoring of our souls. The 
water of life is the fulfilment of Jesus’ claim (John 7:37-39; Is. 58:11). 

The tree of life was available to Adam and Eve, but they sinned, choosing 
instead the forbidden tree of the knowledge of good and evil. They were removed 
from the garden and not allowed back—a merciful act, as taking of the fruit from 
the tree of life would leave them eternally in a sinful state with no possible pardon. 
The flaming sword which turned every way guarded all possible directions to 
prevent a return to the garden and the tree of life (Gen. 3:24). 

There are numerous ‘trees of life’. The description is of an avenue lined by 
trees, ‘on either side of the river’ (Rev. 22:2). Additionally, there is one other 
reference which may be one on its own (Rev. 2:7). Here we find out what the tree 
of life could have supplied. Fruit every month. The word ‘different’ fruit is not in 
the original language. Each plant species yields seed—these are unique. Although 
there was no death or disease, the abundance of herbal treatment reveals what 
Eden was like. One hundred years ago in the UK there was no NHS. Nearly every 
community had a skilled herbalist who could choose the best plant product to use. 
A poultice is a paste reinforced with thin cloth applied directly over a wound site. 
The paste may be of whole or pulverised leaves, ground-up bark or shredded fruit. 
Many traditional remedies used this technique so avoiding the many steps of 
isolation and purification of the active ingredient which is today’s pharmaceutical 
industry. Some of these herbal remedies are grown commercially as it is much 
easier to extract the active drug than make it under laboratory conditions e.g., 
peppermint oil. 

With such health-giving fare promised us, how can a person turn down the 
invitation of salvation and eternal life in such surroundings?  Steve Henderson 
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From Halifax: The tree of life  An angel that had one of the seven vials talked with 
John (Rev. 21:9) saying, ‘Come hither, I will shew thee the bride, the Lamb’s wife’ 
(KJV). Being carried away in the Spirit, he was shown ‘That great city, the holy 
Jerusalem descending out of heaven from God.’ (v.10 KJV). The angel also drew 
John’s attention to ‘a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal’ (22:1). Proceeding 
out of the throne of God and of the Lamb, this river flowed into the middle of the 
city’s street, and ‘on either side’ of the river was the tree of life (v.2). It has to be 
pointed out that this river is not that of Ezekiel 47, which river shall flow out from 
the millennial temple (v.1), and will be banked by ‘very many trees’ (v.7), and will 
freshen the waters of the Dead Sea (v.8). As to ‘the tree of life’ in Revelation 22, 
there are a number of different opinions. Albert Barnes, for instance, proposes that 
the tree ‘abounded everywhere – on the banks of the river, and in all the streets’ 
(Notes on the Bible). This would mean that the tree must be an enallage of the 
singular of the plural number. On the other hand, others view the tree rooted at 
one side of the river with its branches stretched to the other, or that the tree, 
rooted in the river, had branches to both banks of the river (see Jamieson, Fausset 
and Brown) [see Comment 1].  

I come quickly  As the time was ‘at hand’ the book  of Revelation was not to be 
sealed up (v.10). Writing of the eternal state, John Dorricott points his reader to 2 
Peter 3:11-14 in Our Lord’s Appearings, p.97) where, in view of these things, we 
are urged to ‘give diligence that ye may be found in peace, without spot and 
blameless in his sight’ (v.14 RV). In the closing verses of Revelation 22, the Lord 
delivers a further asseveration of His speedy coming to which the apostle John 
replies, ‘Amen: come Lord Jesus’.             Robert J. Butler 
 
From Mount Forest: In verses 1 and 3 where we read ‘… of God and the Lamb’ 
(v1), it is followed by singular ‘His’ (v3) not plural ‘their’. It could equally read ‘of 
God, namely the Lamb’ (if Greek kai [‘and’, ‘namely’ or ‘even so’] is used 
epexegetically there and in Revelation 21:22). [Comment 3] A primary purpose of 
the book being to reveal Christ with all the prerogatives of deity which would 
support such a reading. Likewise in verse 6, ‘the Lord, the God of the spirits of the 
prophets’ who sent ‘His angel’, may be the Lamb seen here in His deity, especially 
if there is correspondence with ‘My angel’ of verse 16. 

Is the imperative ‘Come!’ (v.17) addressed to the Lord? [Comment 4] The 
allusions in verses 6 and 12 indicate the reader of the book has now been 
returned to the timing of chapter 1. There we see the Lord Jesus as the Coming 
One (Rev. 1:4,7), and throughout the book the emphasis is on His coming as the 
Son of Man, the victorious Lamb [Comment 5]. Thus, the perspective of ‘what 
must soon take place’ (Rev. 22:6) may be from the initial post-Rapture setting 
introducing the prophetic portions of the book. Throughout, those prophetic 
scenes will then reveal who the Lamb is, and His victory over every satanic plot, 
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often showing them to be false imitations of divine realities. Disclosures of His 
coming in final victory, and the heavenly scenarios that dictate earthly 
occurrences, are constantly presented as reasons for the righteous to endure 
through times of suffering for their faith. These messages are not lost on us in the 
day of grace (Rom. 4:23-24 applies), but take on great significance for those who 
will perhaps only become aware of Revelation after the Rapture. 

The ‘Bride’ is introduced with the wedding in prospect (Rev.19), and then 
depicted as the new Jerusalem in chapter 21 [see Comment 1 BS Nov. 2021 – 
R.B.F.] But the context for the Bride’s statement of Revelation 22:17 reverts to 
chapter 1:3; it is not reported as occurring only in a distant prophetic scenario. 
But who would the Bride be if she speaks of the Coming One, even before the 
Rapture, and must John already be part of the Bride he saw? [Comment 6]. 
Perhaps the primary aspect is the closeness of the relationship, rather than the 
details of a presumed composite spiritual entity, present or future. The imperative: 
‘Come!’ from the Bride and the Spirit, may indeed be spoken to ‘the Coming 
One’, but it seems primarily addressed to the ‘thirsty’, who by their coming may 
share in the blessing of Revelation 7:17. ‘The one who hears’ may be inclusive of 
all in ‘the churches’ who will respond positively to the reading aloud of this book. 
When John says, ‘Come, Lord Jesus!’ (v. 20) he may have in view all that the 
second coming entails, not just the Rapture. 

Did John hear the Holy Spirit Himself speak aloud (v.17), or did the Spirit 
speak through the angel of verses 1 and 16? [Comment 7] This is not the only 
place meriting study where spirit may refer to either the Holy Spirit or an angel. In 
Rev.14:13, after John is told to ‘Write’, it says ‘Yes’ says the Spirit.  Likewise, here 
in Rev. 22:17 the spirit could equally be the angelic spirit whose voice John had 
just heard.                  Geoff Hydon 
 
From Ravulapalem: ‘... Come whoever is thirsty!’ (v.17). This last invitation in the 
Bible is very great and prominent.  It refers to many promises which God gave. 
The Spirit of God is calling the people to come near to Him. The Church the Bride 
is also calling and extending invitation to the people to come. Every person who 
hears this call and accepts it should also call others to come. Thirst for waters is 
first written in Isaiah 55:1 as 'Come all you who are thirsty, come to the waters; 
and you who have no money, come buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk 
without money and without cost'. In chapter 6 we see the word ‘come’ many 
times by different creatures when the Lamb opened the four seals. 

Let us remember Jesus' words from the Sermon on the Mount: ‘Blessed are 
those who hunger and thirst for righteousness for they will be filled…’(Mat. 5:6). 
‘If anyone is thirsty let him come to me and drink; whoever believes in me as the 
scripture has said “streams of living water will flow from within him”’, Jesus 
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repeated in John 7:37-38. About living waters, He said to the Samaritan woman, 
‘Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, but whoever drinks the water 
I give him will never thirst’ (John 4:14). 

Revelation 22:18-19 is the last warning in the Bible and it is very hard and 
difficult. Here are stressed the words in this book. The Word of God so given is full 
of great important truths.  Removing some from these or adding some is like 
jumbling the words, and is a misrepresentation of the truth of God (Deut. 12:32; 
Prov. 30:6). It is a very serious mistake. When Isaiah lamented his unclean lips, 
God sent one of His seraphs with a live coal from the altar and touched his mouth 
(Is. 6:6). God also touched Jeremiah’s mouth and put His words in his mouth (Jer. 
1:9). So, the plan to keep His words and truth is very great. These should not be 
changed or misinterpreted by humans. The punishment is plagues in this book for 
addition and taking away the share in the tree of life and in the holy city. So, one 
must be careful in dealing with God’s word.        S.J.M. Edward 
 
From Surulere: We complete this breathtaking marathon of Revelation, but are 
nevertheless unfazed by the giddying heights of the eternal state that is thrust upon 
us. It is the sum of all revelations, the culmination of the redemptive work and the 
ushering of the chosen into the eternal place which the Lord Jesus Christ 
promised: ‘And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive 
you to Myself, that where I am there you may be also’ (John 14:3 NKJV). 

Indeed, where the Lord is now and from whence He traversed our sin-blighted 
and benighted world is the ‘the realm of light and glory’. It is the dwelling place of 
the One who inhabits eternity: ‘For thus says the High and Lofty One who inhabits 
eternity, whose name is Holy: I dwell in the high and holy place ...’ (Is. 57:15). 

It is comely that the first distinctive feature of the eternal state is that of utmost 
tranquility and bliss: a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, flowing from the 
throne of God and apparently nourishing the tree of life which bore twelve fruits; 
each tree bore its fruit each month. Another key feature of the eternal state is the 
abundance of nourishment for all peoples, specifically, provision for the healing of 
the nations through the leaves of the tree of life. The healing here arguably cannot 
be of diseases or sicknesses since all that is passed away, but rather of refreshing or 
revitalizing (Rev. 21:4). 

In the eternal state there shall be no curse, for how can there be in the 
presence of the One whose Son became a curse for us that we might become 
heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ: ‘Christ has redeemed us from the curse of 
the law, having become a curse for us, for it is written, “cursed is everyone who 
hangs on a tree”’ (Gal. 3:13). The overarching feature of the eternal state will be 
the nearness to deity, which all the redeemed will enjoy. Verily, the assertion that 
no man has seen God at any time (John 1:18) will be a distant memory as the 
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inhabitants of eternity will see His face and His name shall be on their foreheads 
(v.4). This is a clear progression on the fact that the throne of God and of the 
Lamb shall be in it. It is to be seen, however, whether in the eternal state and with 
glorified bodies humanity can still gaze into the face of divine majesty. [See 
Comment 3] 

The eternal state will be in no need of any form of created light, in all their 
brilliance and luminance, for the brightness of uncreated light will radiate from the 
presence of God and of the Lamb. There shall be no night in the eternal state, for 
God as always dwells in light unapproachable and He shall dwell with the people. 

F. Ntido 
 
From Victoria B.C.: Chapter 22 begins with the throne of God and of the Lord 
Jesus, the Lamb of God. There is a street and a river, crystal clear. It reminds us of 
Eden and paradise and takes us to Ezekiel 47 where a river is described as flowing 
east out from the threshold of the door of the house of God. [See Aberdeen para. 
1 Eds] Psalm 46:4 describes a river which makes glad the city of God. It is 
referencing more than the Gihon spring. It is a life-giving river which renews and 
regenerates everything it touches. This river here seems to have the tree of life 
straddling it and monthly producing twelve manner of fruit which heals the 
nations. We wondered why months, since there isn’t supposed to be ‘time’ as we 
know it [Yes, a puzzle – Eds]. In Eden God forbade the eating of the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil. Here believers have a right to eat.  There is no more 
curse (v.3). It is a place to serve God . There is no night there. God is the source of 
light for this wonderful place. In this place we reign with Him forever. It is paradise 
regained, but better since sin has finally been dealt with once and for all.  We will 
see Jesus’ face and will have our God and Saviour’s name on our foreheads. 

There is given a few titles of the Lord Jesus: the Alpha and the Omega, the first  
and the last , the bright and the morning Star, the root and the offspring of Jesse, - 
all reminding us of the absolute unique greatness and immeasurable worth of the 
Lord Jesus. As the hymn says, ‘ineffably sublime’. Words  fail us when it comes to 
describing His greatness. 

We are encouraged to keep His commandments now (v.14). We are to read 
our Bibles, and drink in the Word .  We are to eat the words of the bread of life 
found on the pages of Scripture. We are to pray for  His will in His governance of 
this world. We are not to worship angels or anything else (vv. 8-9).  We are to be 
the servants at the Master’s gate waiting for His return. We are to encourage fruit 
production in our own lives as well as other believers, since the fruit is our 
weapons of war: kindness, gentleness, longsuffering, joy, peace, to name a few. 
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In verse 15 we are reminded of where we came from: dogs outside or 
‘without’ as some versions say. Paul says ‘and such were some of you’; but now, 
there is now no condemnation to those who believe in Christ Jesus our Lord.        

We are reminded in verse 20 that Jesus is coming back and quickly. As that 
day approaches with all that is going on in this current world, we are reminded of 
our mandate from God. Seek His kingdom first and all these things will be added. 

Rodger Lefevre; Phil Williamson  
 
COMMENTS 
1. (Aberkenfig): Might it be an avenue lined by trees, as suggested by Greenock? 

J.J. 

   It is only the one tree, the tree of life, that could well be, as stated above, lining 
both sides of the whole course of the crystal river flowing down the street (also 
singular) of the city.                                                    R.B.F.                                                       
 
2. (Aberkenfig): John Miller asks the same question. He suggests, ‘whereas there 
will be no disease, there may be some draining of their strength from their 
employments and some measure of exhaustion, and the leaves of the tree of life 
will have a vivifying effect upon them.’ (J. Miller, Notes on the New Testament 
Scriptures, p.706) See Buckhaven para. 2., last sentence, and Surulere para. 3. 

J.J. 

   There can be no question that service for the Lord in the eternal state (Rev. 
22:3) will be pleasurable yet refreshment will be available by partaking of the 
leaves of the tree of life and must contain some beneficial effect to the new 
spiritual body we shall inhabit (Phil. 3:21).           R.B.F.  

  
3. (Mount Forest): Verse 4 tells us that His servants ‘shall see his face’. This 
suggests that the One referred to is the risen Lamb, whose corporeal, bodily 
presence will be visible.                  J.J. 

In view of other verses in this book, viz. Revelation 3:12 – ‘I will write upon 
him (the overcomer) the name of My God … and mine own new name’, and 14:1 
– ‘Having His name, and the name of His Father, written on their foreheads’, 
there could be an argument for Father and Son on the forehead, but on balance of 
it being the Lord Jesus’ face in 22:4, the greater likelihood would be that of the 
Son’s name alone being imprinted.             R.B.F. 
 
4. (Mount Forest): No, it is addressed to those whose ears are open and thirst after 
a righteousness not their own, to come and drink of the One who is able to give 
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them living water, ‘springing up unto eternal life.’ (Jn. 4:14) See also Ravulapalem 
para. 2.                      J.J. 

   I see this differently from the above paragraph. What is written in Revelation is 
primarily for ‘the churches’ (v. 16) and the ‘Come’ invitation applies firstly to the 
deeply expressed desire of the Spirit and the Bride for the coming again of the 
Saviour for His own, followed by the third person singular personal pronouns (the 
three ‘he’s) extending the cry of individual saints for the very same thing.  R.B.F. 
 
5. (Mount Forest): While there are a good number of verses that have a 
concentration on aspects of the Lord’s coming as Son of Man (e.g., Rev. 1:7 et al); 
there are also those referring to His return for His bride at the Rapture (see 2:25; 
3:11; and, of course, vv. 7, 12 and 20 of ch. 22).         R.B.F. 
 
6. (Mount Forest): Firstly, the Bride is the church the body of Christ. It would be 
difficult to establish that John was or was not part of that. The fact that he was 
there, with the other apostles at Pentecost when it was formed, would perhaps 
lend weight to the former of the two views.           R.B.F.   
 
7. (Mount Forest): Without being dogmatic, it seems to me that the speaker in 
verse 17 is the Lord Jesus. I read verse 17 as a continuation of the statement of the 
Lord which begins, ‘I Jesus ...’ (v. 16), and ends ‘I come quickly.’ (v.20) He is 
saying in effect, the Spirit and the bride both agree that the hearer should come in 
response to His gracious invitation.               J.J. 

   I cannot possibly see the Lord Jesus being the person who says ‘Come’ in verse 
17. Both the Spirit and the bride, and whoever is hearing the words of the 
prophecy of this book, are addressing Him.           R.B.F. 

While agreeing with RBF on comment 7 (and related comment 4) I do not see 
‘whoever is hearing the words of the prophecy of this book’ (v18) as synonymous 
with ‘he that hears’ (v17). The responses in each instance are different.           P.D. 
 
 
 
 








